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The  Cohditior  and  Peospbcts  of  tie  Medical  PRavEfBioH^ 
are  topics  of  paramount  mteieat.  Critics,  good  and  evil,  are  busy 
in  exposing  its  defects,  while  others  are  engaged  in  devising  plans 
for  its  improvement.  It  is  not  singular  that  widely  different  opin- 
ions should  prevail,  not  only  as  to  the  character  and  extent  of  the 
defects,  but  more  espeotally  in  relation  to  the  proper  remedy  for 
acknowledged  evils.  Some  ascribe  the  low  position  of  the  profes* 
sion  (as  they  are  pleased  to  term  it,)  to  the  defects  in  the  schools ; 
others  .look  more  especially  to  private  teachers ;  some  consider 
the  literary  attainments  of  the  pupils  themselves  as  the  chief  im- 
pediment, while  another  class  cast  the  blame  on. the  genius  of  our 
institutions,  and  the  vitiated  tastes  of  the  people* 

We  have  been  accustomed  to  listen,  (mostly  in  silence,)  to  the 
arguments,  special  pleadings,  and  sometimes  invectives  of  those 
who  have  written  and  said  most  on  this  subject ;  we  have  looked 
anxiously  at  the  premises,  and  noted  with  care,  the  conclusions ; 
but  thus  far,  the  results  have  been  singularly  inconclusive,  and 
the  various  questions  remain,  and  may  be  expected  to  remain,  tub 
judice. 

Iiet  us  inquire,  first,  what  is  our  actual  position  1  Is  the  pro- 
fesuon  of  medicine  radically  and  wholly  tor&ng  in  its  puisuits, 
so  that  reform  (a  word  of  magic-like  influence)  becomes  necessary? 

VOL.  XIV— 1 


2  Condition  and  Proipects  of  the  Profession. 

Out  attention  was  arrested,  sometime  ago,  by  an  article  in  the 
London  Medical  Oazette,  headed  "  Decadence  of  the  Profession 
in  the  United  States  ;**  and  which  was  credited  to  the  American 
Journal  of  Medical  Scienu.  On  exammation,  we  found  the  ar- 
ticle in  the  nomber  of  that  journal  for  Jaly.  1850,  p.  154  ;  and 
the  qijaotation  ia  tl^  London  joivsal  was  Terbetim,  axcept  the 
captiant  whi^h  had  been  gained,  by  its  transatlantic  jouziiey. 
However,  the  sentiment  of  '*  decadence  **  or  retrogression  of  the 
American  profession  was  so  dotdy  ^nd  nnmistakably  set  forth  in 
the  paragraph,  that  the  London  editor  waa  excusable  for  giving  it 
a  caption  in  accordance  with  the  sentiments  expressed. 

The  article  in  question  bom  the  initials  of  a  gentleman  well 
known  in  the  profession,  and  whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  great 
respect.  Occupying  the  position  of  Secretary  to  the  American 
Medical  Associ«tton,  and  chainnan  of  the  committee  on  Medi- 
cal Literature,  his  opinions  acquire  additional  importance,  and 
assume,  indeed,  a  semi-official  character,  which  is  calculated  to 
unsk  the*  attantionof  ihm  profeaaioa. 

We  have  na  dispoaitioii  to  questioD  the  motvveaor  the  writeri 
nor  to  ceDSwe  him  for  any  intentional  wrong ;  but  we  must  be 
penpMlled:  to  dovbi  the  aacoaacy  of  his  conclosiettak  and  to  eon- 
dernn  lli6  policy,  of  aprending.  abroad  our  own  unmerited  condenn^ 
Btttioa.  Th»«itif  le  in  question  boldly  aaaeits  the  general  wlxo- 
grading  oondttioa  of  ^  piefeaaion,  b«l  very  graciously  excepts 
from  this  sweeping  ckaigei  the  graduates  of  thoae  sehools,  which, 
tmeniy  years  ago^  produced  ahunni  of  tho,  higheat  order.  Tlio 
bearing  of  this  allusion  cannot  be  mistaken  ;  atill  we  pose  by  ita 
havidioua  featose,  and  simply  deny  the  oomotnes*  of  the  con^ 
elusion. 

But  while  we  dtnf  ihaX  the  profiasio»  ia  in  a  state  oPieeadence, 
we  admit  that,  a»  a  mass,  it  doeafiol  oecopy  that  exalted  position 
to  which  it  is  entitled,  nor  ha»th#  soienoe  made  those  advances 
which  OQff  position  aad  reeomeea  dimand^  Oomparutivdy,  we 
ate  largely  in  advance  of  our  aaoestoie ;  lfaerefere»  we  are  not  re* 
trogtadittg ;  but  thetc^  are  grounda  for  the  opinion  thatwe  have  not- 
accomplished  all  that  was  fairly  within  our  reach. 

I(  this  be  true,  wedo  not  requiie  **  refem ;"  the.  inleresU  of  our 
profesetQndo  not  demand  radical  ohfanges^  nor  new  systems  of  gov- 
emment ;  but  we  want  aa  eztemsion  of  what  already  exista^more 
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ihoroagh  medical  6dnc8tioa».  Ughen  liteniy  attainnwiitai  aod  a 
fuhtesprii  dttcarpt* 

It  ia  a  qoeatkni!  of  moiBeat>  Aether  the  pcofesaiDa  ooniaina 
within  itaalf  thft  elemaiiis  a£  dapraanoBi  or  huHUmiaa  to  advaaca* 
Qiaiii,  or  wkatkaff  it.  iS'  operated  on  hy  aatarior  and  exiranaoiia; 
agencies.  We  aie  not  pennitted  to  doobt,  that  many  circumalBn- 
aea  which  impede  the  pfognea  of  our  proieasion  are  inherent ;  and 
it  is  equally  apparent  that  asBtrinae  infioenoee  are  largely  conr 
eemed  in  the  ultimata  reenlis* 

Of  the  ciieumetaaoefl  inunedialely  connected  with  the  indivir 
dtiala  themrelveaiunone  »  more  potent  than  deficient  literary  edn^ 
eation.  On  thie  point  all  patties  eeem  needy  agreed.  It  ia  <^« 
lions  thttt  he  who  has  bad  no*  mental  trainings— who  cannot 
express  his  ideas  with  clearness  and  precision  verbally,  nor  con* 
nect  them  correctly  in  writti^gr^who  hae.had  no  general  acquain- 
tance with  the  great  sciences  of  nature— cannot  enter  en  the  study 
of  the  extensive,  intricate  and  profound  sciease  of  medicine,,  with 
lair  prospects  of  more  than  the  moat  oidinaiy  success.  If  we 
admit  the  truth  of  this  aMumption»  (and.it  will  hardly  be  quea* 
tioned,)  the  next  point  of  deficiency  b  found  in.  imperfect  medUal 
studies.  Granting  that  the  pupilreally  possesses  the  requisita  lite* 
rary  qualifications,  he  ia  still  required  to  pass  threugh  an  extent 
sive,  varied,  and  piofound  study»  and  to  mawUr  its  different  de* 
partmf  nts,  in  all  their  relations  and  complicated  details. 

The  question  arisesi  howevei^  whether  even  thore  who  hare 

acquired  a  sufficient  aoionnt  of  ganemL  education,  devote,  them- 
selves to  elementaiy  study  with  that  assiduity  and  perseverance. 

indispensable  to  success  ?  It  is  to  be  feared  that,  this  question 
must  be  answered  in  the  negative.;  and  we  conceive  that  the  great 
defects  in  the  American  profession  consists  in  a  want  of  close  itvdy 
— «  want  of  that  patient  industry  and  unwearied  perseverance  which 
are  essential  to  the  mastery  of  the  actual  elements  of  the  science. 
The  essential  difficulty  lies  in  the  rapid  and  imperfect  manner  in 
which  the  elementary  studies  are  dismissed,  and  the  injudicious 
haste  in  arriving  at  the  practical  duties  of  the  profession.  It  is  a 
national  characteriatic  with  Americana  to  do  wtxj  thing  in  baste  ; 
and  while  commercial  ponuils  sdmit  of  rapid  transactions,  com- 
mensurate with  the  extent  of  our  domain,  sdtnu  is  rendered  im- 
perfect, and  its  applications  uncertain,  xust  in  preportion  as  we 
adopt  this  immature  and  even  recklere  dispatch. 


4  CondUion  and  PraspeeU  of  the  Profeuion. 

A  large  number  of  medical  studenta  who  leave  the  coUegea  feel 
their  deficienciea ;  they  know  their  imperfectiona,  as  developed  In 
the  eiamination  for  a  degree ;  and  nothing  iamore  common  than 
to  hear  ezpreanona  of  conaciona  defecta,  and  commendable  reso* 
lotiona  to  devote  themaelvea  to  future  improvementa.  But,  alaa, 
for  frail  reaolutions.  The  pupil  ia  metamorphosed  into  a  '*  Doctor 
of  Medicine/'  and  the  newly  fledged  graduate  hastens  to  the  bed* 
aide  o(  patients ,  and  hia  determination  to  pursue  elementary 
atndiea.  are  soon  obliterated  by  the  multiplicity  and  attractiona  of 
hia  practical  pursuits.  The  more  common  result  of  such  a  courae 
is  that  the  practitioner  loses  nearly  all  the  actual  acience  which 
the  pupU  acquired,  and  without  any  additions  to  the  old  stock  of 
knowledge ;  [the  consequence,  therefore,  must  be  an  empirical 
practitioner. 

But  there  are  othera  who  are  placed  in  a  atill  more  unfavorable 
condition,  and  conaeqnently,  make  less  progress.  It  is  well  known 
that  not  more  than  one  thirds  (and  perhaps  a  larger  proportion,) 
of  all  who  attend  lecturea,  ever  progreaa  far  enough  to  graduate. 
After  attendance  on  a  single  course  of  instruction,  they  are  com* 
polled,  by  pecuniary  reatrictions,  to  aeek  the  emoluments  of  prac* 
tice,  and  thua  forego  the  opportunities  which  all  admit  to  be  ne- 
cessary. Still  we  must  descend  to  contemplate  another  claaa  of 
practitioners, — those  who  never  attend  lectures  at  any  time.  Many 
are  deprived  altogether  of  the  advantage  of  schools,  and  therefore 
rely  on  the  limited  and  imperfect  means  of  private  atudies. 

We  are  not  unmindful  that  a  diploma  may  be  held  by  an  infe- 
rior practitioner ;  that  one  who  has  attended  but  a  single  course 
may  be  superior  to  him  who  has  been  the  recipient  of  the  full  cur* 
riculum  of  study ;  and,  finally,  that  a  practitioner  who  has  never 
attended  a  single  lecture  may  attain  to  eminence  in  science,  and 
be  in  fact  altogether  above  either  of  the  other  classes.  But  such 
are  not  usual  or  Ultimate  results,  but  constitute  rather  exceptions 
to  the  general  rule. 

Is  it  surprising,  then,  that  our  profession  does  not  occupy  the 
very  highe$t  position,  in  point  of  science,  or  that  ita  attainments, 
aa  a  body,  are  inferior  to  thoae  oi  the  older  and  more  systematic 
countriesf  Surely,  we  cannot  be  aurprised  at  the  result,  nor  doubt 
the  existence  of  the  fact.  We  cannot  now  pause  to  indicate  the 
remedy,  further  than  to  remark,  that  we  want  more  close  study, — 
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mora  minute  and  thorough  research,  and  above  all,  a  greater  degree 
of  perseverence  In  study  after  commencing  the  practice,  and  during 
the  entire  professional  career. 

In  relation  to  the  extriruie  circumstances  which  influence  the 
prospects  and  conditions  of  the  profession,  we  may  remark,  that 
the  extensive  patronage  bestowed  on  quacks,  and  quack  medicines, 
by  an  inconsiderate  and  credulous  public,  contributes  largely  to 
withdraw  the  due  support  from  science  and  from  scientific  practi« 
tioners*  We  cannot  claim  for  our  countrymen,  as  a  mass,  a  very 
high  degree  of  scientific  attainments,  nor  (hat  kind  of  systematic 
and  accurately  adjusted  mental  constitutions  which  might  enable 
them  to  detect  frauds  in  science,  or  to  expose  the  tricks  of  mounts* 
banks  and  hucksters  in  medical  practice.  Acute  in  trade,  and 
politicians  by  nature,  they  are  still  deficient  in  general  science ; 
and  as  their  well  exercised  perception,  and  largely  developed  in* 
tuition  are  not  available  beyond  the  counting  room,  the  work -shop, 
or  the  annual  election  contests,  mere  scienee  goes  by  default,  and 
they  trust  to  the  specious  assumptions  of  quacks  and  nostrum 
venders.  The  xesult  is,  that  a  large  share  of  patronage  justly  due 
the  physician  is  transferred  to  the  impostor,  so  that  the  proper  sup- 
port of  science  is  withheld,  and  the  necessary  means  for  its  exten- 
aion  diverted  from  their  appropriate  application.  Such  a  result 
cripples  the  profession,  disheartens  the  honest  practitioner,  and 
contributes  largely  to  prevent  the  rapid  progress  of  our  profession 

Are  we  asked  to  indicate  a  remedy  for  these  defects!  Alas!  it 
is  no  easy  task  to  remove  the  difficulties ;  but  it  may  be  lemarked, 
that  we  can,  by  determined  perseverance  and  indefatigable  study, 
elevate  our  profession  so  far  above  the  charlatans  of  the  day,  as  to 
increase  our  own  sirangth  and  prosperity.  This  great  work  lies 
alone  with  ounelves  ;  it  is  for  the  practitioner  himself  to  decide, 
whether  he  will  travel  on,  pari  paesut  with  the  lowest  grade  of 
doctors^  or  by  lofty  aspirations  and  true  devotion  to  his  science, 
like  the  eagle,  soar  to  regtons  unknown  to  the  groveling  and  mer- 
cenary portion  of  our  race.  The  very  eontroMt  which  may  thus  be 
established  between  true  and  pseudo-science,  will  most  success* 
folly  destroy  the  precocious  growth  of  falsehood  and  deception  ; 
and  thus  impale  true  science  with  its  surast  and  most  substantral 
protection. 

It  is  believed  by  some,  that  Legislative  protection  is  the  proper 
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remedy,  and  that  trae  scienee  should  lie  iastained  "by  the  atrong 
ann  of  the  law.  It  is  not  our  purpose,  now,  to  argue  this  question; 
much  might  be,  and  has  been  said,  pro  and  eon;  and  we  riiall,  for 
the  present,  leave  it  where  we  tad  it.  But  we  cannot  avoid  the 
ranark,  that  where  etatotea  Ngnlate  the  pnctiee  of  »ediciiie»  (as 
in  England,  France,  etc.)  the  profeaaioa  oceapiea  a  fai^rpo8ition« 
and  qnackery  ia  comparativelf  rate.  And  farther,  if  lawv  an 
required  to  punish  robbery,  ftn«n,  or  muidef;  if  they  are  aeceasary 
to  restrain  counterfeiting,  forgery  or  piraey ;  it  will  be  difficult  to 
assign  any  adequate  reason  why  Che  ignorant  and  unsuspecting 
should  not  be  protected  6om  the  vampyre^like  rapacity  of  the 
quack,  just  as  the  weak,  defenceleas,  or  unguarded  expect  and  de* 
mand  security  from  the  midni^t  robber  asid  assassin.  But  if  tha 
gemus  of  our  rnstitutions,  and  the  tastes  of  our  citiseas,  render 
nugatory  all  laws  regulating  the  profeasion  of  medicine,  (but  of 
which  we  are  not  cenvinoed,)  let  us  avail  •urselves  of  the  only 
remaining  security,  that  of  hif^  >atlaiirannts,  and  superior  qualifr 
cations. 

The  preceding  remarks  are  designed  rather  to  arouse  the  thoughta, 
and  excite  the  emulation  of  our  readers,  than  to  reach  ultimate 
conclusions  or  unchanging  opinions.  Whsl  has  been  said,  we 
honeetly  feel,  and  we  would  be  pleated  to  know  the  opinions  of 
others  on  these  and  kindred  topics.  If  our  leaders  will  fiivor  us 
with  Aeir  opinions,  they  shall  receive  due  attention,  and  we  will 
give  the  profession  the  advantage  of  their  masoning. 


PBOBmiTioir  OF  AiiAt^oiHCAL  runsuiTS* 
One  of  the  anomalies  of  this  hoasted  age  of  enUghtenmeiit,  is 
the  kg4U  pemUiia  aitaehed  to  the  disseetion  of  the  huaian  bodfi^ 
Probably  evtry  state  in  the  union  can  boast  of  this  lelic  of  barba* 
rism,  by  which  the  statute  book  is  marred  with  ponal  eaacimenta 
to  suppress  dissecttonsu  In  our  own  great  state,  the  penalty  ior 
procuring  a  subject  for  dissection  is  imprisonment  and  fine ;  t« 
which  may  be  added,  a  fiill  portion  of  public  eseciatioa,  and  the 
loae  of  business,  if  the  unlucky  pamon  be  a  practitionar  of  medi- 
cine. Within  the  last  few  years,  a  promising  young  phyaioim^ 
who  resided  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  waa  seateoeed  to  the  penHeatJary 
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for  tho  grwt  ofibnbe  of  procuiMg  «&  'ftfiatoiaioaA  sbl^et  i  Witfaiti 
tbe  pattyvftff  v«  hftve  witnessedi  in  eur  own  midst,  ^popular  prejtr* 
dkiBs  agamsl  <aii]rfom  of  ■natomioal  ]wiitouH^  alihoogh  tfti6  peiwrns 
making  the  most  oomphiiat  had  iioiwTtfcmdd  ihtentt  In  themattm, 
and  vera  oertahilj  not  actuated  bynxava  exalMd  hottiaiihy  than 
ihrnr  naighbon.  In  one  caae,  an  nnlneky  and  fyrabtiiblf  impradant 
person,  had  bis  premises  mobbed  on  account  of  the  preparation  of 
afafetatWyin  which  ha  was  engage ;  and,  in  anotlM  instance,  a 
*'  veanifectianiat"  waa  shot  dead  whilst  engaged  in  his  puiriiiit. 

It  is  ttdt  anipffisiBg  Aot  Aa  unreflectiog  and  ignoraikt  ffla3'ses> 
-**4hoaa  who  engage  in  such  exeitementa^^-ahoaM  ba  prejodicdl 
agatsat  anatoAniaid  pursuits^  and  Yeadily  engage  in  aeenea  of 
aioienca;  buttiiBsuqnririing^that  intelligent  andadatffntad  portlonft 
of  nnBMniMiit)r  should  either  jusfify,  ht  by  qaaiifiad  crainiendatiM 
indiireody  sustonn  the  baibarans  sbntimants  and  condntt  of  tha 
ignoiant  and  svparstitma.  in^dw  Tarioos  excitements  which  hai^e 
occurred,  it  has  been  painfal  to  witness  the  course  pursued  by  a 
portion  of  the  preas,  And  intelligent  mambe^s  of  ^society.  If  thosi6 
who  by  p08itiaa«  education,  and  iaiaance  were  to  uncondfttionalty 
condemn  these  prejudices  of  the  uninforiaed,  and  discountenance 
in  the  most  amphatsc  manner  the  tendency  to  violanca,  the  ^ffi* 
oultiea  would  soon  cease,  and  penal  etatates  remain  a  monument 
if  the  folly  and  ignorance  of  legiblatota. 

it  ia  a  singular  ffwt  that -puUk  aemiment,  and  the  laws  of  the 
land,  asa  adverse  ta  anaiamioal  puiMiita,  and  yet  tha  same  public 
and  the  same  laws,  hold  the  aoigeon  or  physician  atcouatabla  if 
he  do  not  possess  the  very  information  they  have  decided  he 
shall  not  obtain !  If  the  sUTg6(m,  through  ignorance,  mal- treat 
his  patient,  the  law  holds  iiimaccouotpble ;  but  at  the  same  time 
ha  is  denied  die  only  means  bgr  which  the  requisite  knowledge  can 
be  secured !    Absurdily  and  injustice  can  find  no  greater  extramuL 

We  say,  than,  that  the  law  prohibitiag  dissections  is  a  relic  of 
tha  dark  ages,  and  ia  a  di^ace  to  the  boasted  enlightenment  of 
tha  nimetaenth  cetntury.  In  this  respect  we  are  far  behind  the  aa- 
cianlfl.  Erisistratis  and  fiacQphilua  ijrara  authorized  by  the  Ptole- 
mies to  prosecute  dissections  in  the  Alexandrian  school,  and  thia 
privilege  was  doubtless  exercised  by  many«  But  finally,  baribariam 
having  triumphed  over  literature,  dissection  of  the  human  body 
was  considered  sacrilege,  until  restored  by  Francis  I,  the  founder 
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of  the  college  of  France,  and  ifho  eeeiurad.the  title  of  the  Bettarer 
cf  Sdenee.  And  the  same  great  privilege  is  still  enjoyed  by  the 
Frenchi  who  can  boast  of  the  most  profirand  anatomists  of  tho 
world ;  but  instead  of  this  light  having  extended  its  rays  to  onr 
land,  and  the  fostering  ann  of  govemment  stretched  forth  to  aid 
a  homane  and  benevolent  science,  we  are  intimidated  by  fines  and 
the  prison  I 

Medical  men  do  not  seek  for  any  undue  privileges,  nor  any  un« 
reasonable  facilities  in  this  respect ;  they  do  not  wish  to  violate 
the  "  sanctity  of  the  grave,"  in  defiance  of  the  wishes  of  friends  or 
relatives*  In  these  particulars  they  are  discreet  and  humane,  and 
are  not  only  willing  but  desirous  of  protecting  a  feeling  of  respect 
for  the  dead  which  is  implanted  in  the  human  mind.  But  they 
feel  and  know  the  necessities  for  dissections,  and  in  the  name  of  a 
common  humanity,  they  claim  the  right  to  use  bodies  in  a  prodent 
and  discreet  manner,  when  there  are  no  friends  or  relatives  to  feel 
aggrieved  ;  and,  above  all,  they  claim  that  their  efforts  to  alleviate 
the  sufferings  of  their  fellow  beings  should  be  entitled  to  the  ap- 
probation of  an  enlightened  public  opinion,  and  a  just  and  impar- 
tial  government,  rather  than  the  felon's  fate. 

Why  is  it  that  the  medical  profession  has  so  long  remained  bur- 
dened with  this  iniquitous  law !  Why  are  their  benevolent  efforts* 
and  ill-requited  labors,  trammelled  with  barbarous  statutes  and 
superstitions  prqudices !  Is  it  not  time  to  appeal  to  a  just  and 
enlightened  government,  and  to  ask  for  those  privileges  and  pio« 
tection  which  so  clearly  belong  to  us  T 


ovK  iraw  roLun. 
With  the  present  number  we  commence  the  XTV  Volume  of  the 
Wutem  Lancet ;  and  with  it  we  enter  upon  a  determination,  as 
announced  in  our  last  issue,  to  devote  increased  attention  to  the 
work,  and  to  render  it  as  acceptable  and  useful  as  possible  to  the 
profession.  Hie  interests,  tastes,  and  desires  of  the  profession 
are  as  diverse  as  their  pontions,  mental  qualities  and  special 
objects  and  pursuits ;  so  thst  be  who  would  expect  or  attempt  to 
eome  fbUy  up  to  the  requirements  of  dllt  would  undertake  a  hope- 
lees  and  useless  task.    Without  any  expectation,  therefore,  of 
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'  mttting  the  tastes  of  every  member  of  the  piofessiott,  it  will  be  oar 
special  object  to  make  a  journal  that  will  be  adapted  to  the  wanto 
of  a  large  proportion  of  our  readers,  and  which  will  convef  that 
kind  of  information  which  is  particularly  desired  by  the  busy  prac- 
titioner. With  this  view,  we  intend  it  to  be  a  representative  of 
the  present  state  of  pradkal  medicine  thronghont  the  world.  It 
must  not  be  supposed  that  our  object  is  too  large,  or  that  weshi^uld 
be  limited  more  particularly  to  our  own  country.  In  reference  to 
the  first,  we  have  access  to  all  the  leading  journals  at  home  and 
abroad,  which  will  enable  us  to  furaiah  a  fiur  ahstract  of  the  pais* 
ing  medical  events  of  the  world.  In  regard  to  the  second  point, 
we  can  only  say,  that  this  or  any  other  country  furnishes  but  a 
fruetienal  part  of  the  great  medical  family,  and  that  the  improve* 
mento  in  medicine  cannot  be  fairly  estimated  except  by  a  review 
of  the  progress  of  every  nation.  Hence  we  shall,  under  distinct 
heads,  note  the  progress  in  each  country,  (dwelling  especially  on 
our  own)  and  thus  endeavor  to  make  the  Lancet  a  representative 
of  the  progrees  of  our  science  throughout  the  world. 

With  the  view  of  accomplishing  the  object  which  we  have  in 
view,  the  Lancet  will  be  divided  into  several  sections,  each  receiv- 
ing due  and  special  attention.  The  following  will  embrace  the 
principal  divisions. 

1.  LsAPmo  AnTicLBs. — This  department  vrill  embrace  editorial 
remarks  and  topics  of  general  interest  to  the  profession,  relating 
especially  to  its  position,  government,  best  means  of  advancing  its 
interests,  and  the  causes  which  retard  its  progress.  This  is  the 
proper  editorial  department,  for  which  alone  the  editor  is  respon- 
ttbls.  The  opinions  of  contributors  and  conespondents  axe  their 
own  individual  views,  for  which  the  editor  is  in  no  way  responsible^ 
nor  is  their  simple  admission  evidence  that  he  endorses  them. 

2.  OftioiHAL  ComivnoATioirs. — This  department  will  be  made 
^p  of  CammunieaiionSt  Eseoffe,  and  Lecturee.  In  this  department 
yre  respectfully  invite  the  aid  of  the  profession,  and  confidently 
anticipate  that  it  will  be  filled  with  rich  and  valuable  materials. 

8.  Clihicai.  Rbports  avo  Lbcturbs. — ^Under  this  head  will 
be  introduced  Hospital  Reports,  Clinical  Lectures,  Reports  of 
Clinics,  individual  cases,  and  whatever  pertains  to  bed-side  or 
clinical  medicine.    This  department  will  embrace  much  valuable 
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of  the  college  ofFiknoe,  and  iriio  iwurail  the  title  of  the  Beitorer 
of  Science.  And  the  ume  great  privilege  ia  still  enjoyed  by  the 
Fiench.  who  can  boaat  of  the  moat  ptobund  anatomiats  of  die 
woitd ;  bat  instead  of  thia  light  having  eztended  its  raya  to  oor 
land,  and  the  fostering  ans  of  goremment  stretched  forth  to  aid 
a  hmuane  and  henavolent  acienca,  we  an  intimidated  by  fines  and 
the  prison  I 

Medical  men  do  not  seek  for  any  nadue  privileges,  dot  any  an- 
naaonable  facUitiea  in  this  respect ;  they  do  not  wish  to  violate 
the  "  eanetily  of  the  grave,"  in  defiance  of  the  wiahes  of  friends  or 
nlativM.  In  these  particnlais  they  are  discreet  and  hnmane,  and 
ate  not  only  willing  but  desirous  of  protecting  a  feeling  of  raapect 
foi  the  dead  which  is  implanted  in  the  human  mind.  But  tliey 
feel  and  know  the  neceaaitiea  foi  disaectiona,  and  ia  the  name  «f  a 
common  humanity,  they  claim  the  right  to  use  bodies  in  a  prudent 
and  discreet  manner,  when  there  an  no  friends  oi  relatives  to  feel 
aggrieved  ;  and,  above  all,  they  claim  that  their  eflorta  to  alleviate 
the  snSeriogs  of  their  fellow  beings  should  be  entitled  to  the  ap- 
probation of  an  enlightened  public  opinion,  and  a  just  and  intpai- 
tial  govemnwDt,  rather  than  the  lelon's  bte. 

Why  is  it  that  the  medical  profession  haa  ao  long  remained  bur- 
dened with  this  iniqnitous  law  t    Why  a"  '*■-'- ' '"*  '"-^ 

and  ill-reqnited  labors,  trammelled  wit 
snpeistitioDS  prqndicas  I  Is  it  not  tim 
enlightened  government,  and  to  ask  for 
tection  which  so  clearly  belong  to  na  T 
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With  the  present  number  we  commem 
Watem  Latud ;  and  with  it  we  enter 
announced  in  our  last  issue,  to  devote  i 
work,  and  to  render  it  as  acceptable  anc 
pTofesdon.  The  interests,  tastes,  and 
an  as  diverse  as  their  pontiona,  mer 
objects  and  pnranits ;  so  that  be  who  w 
eona  fully  up  to  the  requirements  of  alt 
laaa  and  useless  task.    Wlthoot  any 
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'  anting  Iho  taitu  of  everj  member  of  the  piolurion,  it  will  b«  oni 
fecial  object  to  make  a  joiinial  that  will  be  adapted  to  the  wanta 
of  B  large  pioportioa  of  our  raaden,  and  which  will  convey  that 
kind  of  iaformBti«i  which  ie  particQlarly  dealred  by  the  bnaj  prac- 
titioner. With  thie  view,  we  intend  it  to  be  a  lepresantatLTa  of 
the  prsMiit  state  of  practical  medicine  Ibronghoot  the  world.  It 
moat  not  be  mpposed  that  onrobject  it  too  large,  or  that  weebbiild 
be  limited  more  particBlarly  to  oar  own  conntry.  In  reference  to 
the  first,  we  hare  acceea  to  all  the  leading  jonniali  at  home  and 
abroad,  which  will  enable  us  to  fnrnuh  a  fair  ahttract  of  the  pass- 
Ing  medical  cTenU  of  the  world.  In  regard  to  the  second  point, 
we  can  only  lay,  that  this  or  any  other  country  famishes  but  a 
Jraetiottal  part  of  the  great  medical  family,  and  that  the  improve* 
menta  in  medicine  cannot  be  biily  eetimated  except  by  a  review 
of  the  progress  of  every  nation.  Hence  we  shall,  undsr  distinct 
heads,  note  the  progiess  in  each  constry,  (dwelling  especially  on 
onr  own)  and  thus  endeavor  to  make  the  Lancet  a  representative 
of  the  progreu  of  our  science  tbronghont  the  world. 
Tw-.u  .!.-_■         -  ....      the  object  which  we  have  in 

several  sections,  esch  receiv> 
I  following  will  ambiece  the 

artmant  will  embrace  editorial 
est  to  the  profesnon,  relating 
t,  beet  means  of  advsncing  it* 
ird  its  progress.  This  is  the 
ch  alone  Uie  ediiar  is  reapon- 
I  and  conespondents  aia  their 
iditor  is  in  no  way  responsibiat 
ee  that  be  endorsas  them, 
[bis  dapartmsnt  will  be  mad* 
LKtvrta.  In  this  department 
I  profassion,  and  confidsntly 
rich  and  valuable  matarials. 
USES. — Under  this  head  will 
Minical  Lectures,  Reports  of 
lever  pertains  to  bed-iide  or 
vrill  embrace  mnch  valaable 
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of  the  college  of  France,  and  who  eeenred  the  title  of  the  JSetlorsr 
€f  Science.  And  the  same  great  privilege  is  still  enjoyed  by  tho 
French,  who  can  boast  of  the  most  pioibund  anatomists  of  the 
world ;  but  instead  of  this  light  having  extended  its  rays  to  our 
land,  and  the  fostering  ann  of  goTemment  stretched  forth  to  aid 
a  homane  and  benevolent  science,  we  are  intimidated  by  lines  and 
the  prison  I 

Medical  men  do  not  seek  for  any  undue  privileges,  nor  any  un* 
reasonable  facilities  in  this  respect ;  they  do  not  wish  to  violate 
the  "  sanctity  of  the  grave,"  in  defiance  of  the  wishes  of  friends  or 
relatives.  In  these  particulars  they  are  discreet  and  humane,  and 
are  not  only  willing  but  desirous  of  protecting  a  feeling  of  respect 
for  the  dead  which  is  implanted  in  the  human  mind.  Bat  they 
feel  and  know  the  necessities  for  dissections,  and  in  the  name  of  a 
common  humanity,  they  claim  the  right  to  use  bodies  in  a  prudent 
and  discreet  manner,  when  there  are  no  friends  or  relatives  to  feel 
aggrieved ;  and,  above  all,  they  claim  that  their  efforts  to  alleviate 
the  sufferings  of  their  fellow  beings  should  be  entitled  to  the  ap* 
probation  of  an  enlightened  public  opinion,  and  a  just  and  impar- 
tial govenunent,  rather  than  the  felon's  fate. 

Why  is  it  that  the  medical  profession  has  so  long  remained  bur- 
dened with  this  iniquitous  law  T  Why  are  their  benevolent  efforts, 
and  ill-requited  labors,  trammelled  with  barbarous  statutes  and 
superstitions  prejudices  f  Is  it  not  time  to  appeal  to  a  just  and 
enlightened  government,  and  to  ask  for  those  privileges  and  pro* 
taction  which  so  clearly  belong  to  us  T 
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With  the  present  number  we  commence  the  XIV  Volume  of  the 
Weetem  Lancet ;  and  with  it  we  enter  upon  a  detenninBtion,  as 
announced  in  our  last  issue,  to  devote  increased  attention  to  the 
work,  and  to  render  it  as  acceptable  and  useful  as  possible  to  the 
profession.  The  interests,  tastes,  and  desires  of  the  profession 
are  as  diverse  as  their  positions,  mental  qualities  and  special 
objects  and  pursuits ;  so  d>st  he  who  would  expect  or  attempt  to 
eome  ftdly  up  to  the  requirements  of  a2{,  would  undertake  a  hope* 
lees  and  useless  task.    Widiout  any  expectation,  therefore,  of 
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•■itnig  the  taatet  of  evwy  moAm  of  the  pfofcwion,  it  will  be  our 
•pecial  object  to  make  a  joomal  that  wQl  be  adapted  to  the  wanta 
of  a  laige  proportum  of  o«  readen*  and  which  will  convey  that 
kind  of  infemation  which  ia  panicolarly  deeiied  by  the  bnsy  piae* 
litioner.  With  thia  view,  we  intend  it  to  be  a  representative  of 
the  pieaent  ttate  of  prmctkal  medicine  thronghont  the  world.  It 
anat  not  be  topposed  that  onr  object  it  too  laige,  or  that  weshonld 
be  limited  more  partiealarly  to  onr  own  country.  In  reference  to 
the  first,  we  boTe  access  to  all  the  leading  journals  at  home  and 
abroad*  whidi  will  enaUe  us  to  fnrDish  a  fiur  abttract  of  the  pass- 
ing medical  events  of  the  world.  In  regard  to  the  second  point, 
we  can  only  say,  that  this  or  any  other  country  furnishes  but  a 
fractional  part  of  the  great  medical  family,  and  that  the  improve- 
ments in  medicine  cannot  be  fairly  estimated  except  by  a  review 
of  the  progress  of  every  nation.  Hence  we  shall,  under  distinct 
heads,  note  the  progiess  in  each  country,  (dwelling  especially  on 
onr  own)  and  thus  endeavor  to  make  the  Lancet  a  representative 
of  the  progre$$  of  our  science  throughout  the  world. 

With  the  view  of  accomplishing  the  object  which  we  have  in 
Tiew,  the  Lancet  will  be  divided  into  several  sections,  each  receiv- 
ing due  and  special  attention.  The  following  will  embrace  the 
principal  divisions. 

1.  Lbaoivo  AaTicLss. — ^This  department  will  embrace  editorial 
remarks  and  topics  of  general  interest  to  the  profession,  relating 
especially  to  its  positlon»  goveimnent,  best  means  of  advancing  its 
interests,  and  the  causes  which  retard  ita  progress.  This  is  the 
proper  editorial  department,  for  which  alone  the  siltlor  is  lespon- 
ttble.  The  opinions  of  contributors  and  correspondents  are  their 
own  individual  views,  for  which  the  editor  is  in  no  way  responsible) 
nor  is  their  simple  admission  evidence  that  he  endorses  them. 

2.  OaiouTAb  CoimvinoATiovSd — This  department  will  be  made 
up  of  Cammunkationtt  £r«ays,  and  LKturee.  In  this  department 
we  respectfully  invite  the  aid  of  the  profession,  and  confidently 
anticipate  that  it  will  be  filled  with  rich  and  valuable  materials. 

8.  Clikical  Reports  avd  LacTvaBS. — ^Under  this  head  will 
be  introduced  Hospital  Reports,  Clinical  Lectures,  Reports  of 
Clinics,  individual  cases,  and  whatever  pertains  to  hed-side  or 
clinical  medicine.    This  department  will  embrace  much  valuable 
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of  the  college  of  Fruice«  and  who  veenred  the  title  of  the  Bettorer 
af  Science*  And  the  seme  great  privilege  is  still  enjoyed  by  the 
Frenchi  who  can  boaat  of  the  most  pfofinuid  anatomists  of  tho 
world ;  but  instead  of  this  light  having  extended  its  rays  to  oor 
land,  and  the  fostering  arm  of  government  stretched  forth  to  aid 
a  hmnane  and  benevolent  science,  we  are  intimidated  by  fines  and 
the  prison ! 

Medical  men  do  not  seek  for  any  undue  privileges,  nor  any  un* 
reasonable  facilities  in  this  respect ;  they  do  not  wish  to  violate 
the  "  sanctity  of  the  grave,"  in  defiance  of  the  wishes  of  friends  or 
relatives.  In  these  particulars  they  axe  discreet  and  humane,  and 
are  not  only  willing  but  desirous  of  protecting  a  feeling  of  respect 
for  the  dead  which  is  implanted  in  the  human  mind.  But  they 
feel  and  know  the  necessities  for  dissections,  and  in  the  name  of  a 
common  humanity,  they  claim  the  right  to  use  bodies  in  a  prudent 
and  discreet  manner,  when  there  are  no  friends  or  relatives  to  feel 
aggrieved ;  and,  above  all,  they  claim  that  their  efforts  to  alleviate 
the  sufferings  of  their  fellow  beings  should  be  entitled  to  the  ap- 
probation  of  an  enlightened  public  opinion,  and  a  just  and  impar- 
tial government,  rather  than  the  felon's  fete. 

Why  is  it  that  the  medical  profession  has  so  long  remained  bur- 
dened with  this  iniquitous  law  T  Why  are  their  benevolent  efforts, 
and  ill-requited  labors,  trammelled  with  barbarous  statutes  and 
superstitions  prejudices  T  Is  it  not  time  to  appeal  to  a  just  and 
enlightened  government,  and  to  ask  for  those  privileges  and  pro* 
taction  which  so  clearly  belong  to  us  ? 
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With  the  present  number  we  commence  the  XIV  Volume  of  the 
Watem  Lancet ;  and  with  it  vre  enter  upon  a  deteimination,  as 
announced  in  our  last  issue,  to  devote  increased  attention  to  the 
work,  and  to  render  it  as  acceptable  and  useful  as  possible  to  the 
profession.  Hie  interests,  tastes,  and  desires  of  the  profession 
aM  as  diverse  as  their  pontions,  mental  qualities  and  special 
objects  snd  pursuits ;  so  that  he  who  would  expect  or  attempt  to 
eome  fiilly  up  to  the  requirements  of  oU,  would  undertake  a  hope- 
lees  and  useless  task.    Widioot  any  expectation,  therefore,  of 
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Mttog  the  taftefl  of  every  member  of  the  pioieeiion,  it  will  be  our 
special  object  to  make  a  jonmal  that  will  be  adapted  to  the  wants 
of  a  laige  proportion  of  oor  readers*  and  which  will  convey  that 
kmd  of  information  which  is  panicnlarly  desired  by  thebnsyprac- 
titioner.  With  this  view,  we  intend  it  to  be  a  representative  of 
the  present  state  of  praciical  medicine  thronghont  the  world.  It 
most  not  be  supposed  that  onr  object  is  too  large,  or  that  we  should 
be  limited  more  particularly  to  oor  own  country.  In  reference  to 
the  first*  we  have  access  to  all  the  leading  journals  at  home  and 
abroad,  which  will  enable  us  to  fnroish  a  fmr  abstract  of  the  pass- 
ing  medical  events  of  the  world.  In  regard  to  the  second  point, 
we  can  only  say,  that  this  or  any  other  country  furnishes  but  a 
fractional  part  of  the  great  medical  family,  and  that  the  improve* 
menta  in  medicine  cannot  be  fairly  estimated  except  by  a  review 
of  the  progress  of  every  nation.  Hence  we  shall,  under  distinct 
heads,  nota  the  progress  in  each  country,  (dwelling  especially  on 
our  own)  and  thus  endeavor  to  make  the  Lancet  a  representative 
of  the  progreee  of  our  science  throughout  the  world. 

With  the  view  of  accomplishing  the  object  which  we  have  in 
inew,  the  Lancet  will  be  divided  into  several  sections,  each  receiv- 
ing due  and  special  attention.  The  following  will  embrace  the 
principal  divisions* 

1.  Lkamso  AnTicLssw — ^This  department  will  embrace  editorial 
remarks  and  topics  of  generel  interest  to  the  profession,  relating 
especially  to  ita  position»  government,  best  means  of  advancing  iu 
interesta,  and  the  causes  which  retard  ita  progress.  This  is  the 
proper  editorial  department,  for  which  alone  the  editor  is  respon* 
siUe.  The  opinions  of  contributom  and  conespondenta  are  their 
own  individual  views,  for  which  the  editor  is  in  no  way  rseponsible) 
nor  is  their  simple  admission  evidence  that  he  endonee  them. 

2.  Oaionr  AL  CoiiMirnoATioirs.^-*This  department  will  be  made 
up  of  CommunUationSt  JEffoys ,  and  Lecturee.  In  this  department 
we  respectfully  invite  the  aid  of  the  profession,  and  confidently 
anticipate  that  it  will  be  filled  with  rich  and  valuable  materials. 

8.  Clivical  Rbports  ahd  LtcTunss. — ^Under  this  head  will 
be  introduced  Hospital  Reporta,  Clinical  Lectures,  Reporta  of 
Clinics,  individual  cases,  and  whatever  pertains  to  bed-side  or 
clinical  medicine.    This  department  will  embnce  much  valuable 
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pmcfical  ntttor  whMi  cwnot  fail  to  ptoirt  iflUvtMittg  1o  thow 
fliigaged  hk  the  ttmlamni  of  dKaetfe. 

4.  Prooiedivos  mt  SoeKTnitv---«BiMf  ttatemoiiti  of  <1m  pro* 
eoedingi  of  tooiotieo,  ischiding  papefis  nad,  «t  alMrtracU  flmtt 
thean,  eogathar  with  ditcnsalons  which  xnay  Ibliow.  A  laiga 
amovBt  of  Taluable  matter  may  thua  be  eollecled>  triileh  h  ge&^ 
amlly  loit  to  tbe  profauion.  We  reapeolfelly  invite  iOcAetiea  to 
fcmiah  luifidi  abatraola«f  tbeir  fNroeee&high 

6.  CoRtitaFoiiDnrcft.— Under  die  hesd  of  OwfrnponiencB  will 
he  hwerted  letteia  tODcUng  the  general  intefeats  of  tbe  proCstatoft^ 
akatohes  of  individoris,  and  ipaasing  medieal  ev^nta.  It  will  pne^ 
sent  m  eondenaid  view  ef  mun  and^aatltf  connected  with  tbe  "pfb^ 
fearian,  whiah  cannot  fail  to  inteieat  oor  Teaden.  We  invite  Ihb 
aiRontion  of  corfeapondenta  to  tbia  departmeM. 

6.  Nonona  o»  Boo«ia.p^An  impartial  acceant  of  all  newpnb>* 
Iteatioffa,  which  oome  undor  oor  notkoi  wrll  be  ragalarfy  given. 
Thb  Aepavdneat  will  be  of  great  valte  to  thoae  who  wieh  to  pat* 
chase  books ;  they  w»li  be  i»fomied»  in  advance,  of  those  which 
an  wavth  buying. 

V.  PnooiiKaa  ov  tbk  Scitircc. — ^Tbe  progiBSS  of  Medicine  Itt 
England,  France,  GainnNiy«  and  the  United  Stntee, — ^those  coan>> 
tries  in  which  we  are  chiefly  interested, — ^will  be  embraced  in  ^ 
iboBthly  aoBunuy.  Thoae  who  deeire  to  keep  pate  wMi  medi^ 
sdenee  will  be  pleasod  to  find  carefolly  noted,  month  by  month, 
the  progress  in  aach  oauntiy,  and  among  difihfent  people. 

6.  MuicAL  InniiuaircBv^The  task  pan  will  be  occupied  with 
nmdseal  anwa,  misoslkflsaona  items,  obitnary  nodcea^  dec. 

By  tfais  aystemalisad  aifaDgament,  wa  expaat  to  famish  onr 
raadora  a  vary  Imigs  nasoont  of  v«dnaUe  and  intefeating  matter. 
It  is  trne  it  will  involve  great  hd>or,  bat  we  are  detenninad  to  apsaro 
nopaiaa  to  aapply  our  readers  widi  a  coadenaed  view  tf(  the  state 
of  the  whale  prafession.  it  will  be  onr  objost  to  eoUaie  the  gemi 
of  medical  etperienoe  aad  Utemture  from  die  broad  ield  which  ii 
befeia  na,  and  fi»r  this  parpoaa  wa  axa  willing  to  labor. 


ooa  coMissronnBircs. 
We  inviie  tbe  attention  of  oor  readers  to  the  department  ef  C0r^ 
tpondtmce.    In  the  present  number,  we  insert  letters  from  onr 


regular  New  York  and  Philadelphia  correspondentB.  The  writers 
are  gentlemen  of  the  bigheat  standing  in  the  pzofession,  and  letters 
coming  from  sndi  able  soorces  cannot  fail  to  prove  interesting  to 
onr  readers.  The  doings  of  the  -great  -cities  of  the  East  will  thus 
he  laid  before  onr  readers,  in  a  condensed  and  spirited  form,  far  more 
attractive  than  long  disquisitions,  or  trite  essays.  The  familiar 
style  of  these  epistolary  effusions  will  afford  an  agreeable  relief 
from  the  faftigoe  of  profound  and  lengthy  essays,  and  thns  give  a 
cost  to  medical  readings  which  every  one  denres.  We  have  made 
arrangements  for  other  correspondents,  In  different  parts  of  the 
country  ;  and  hope  that  others  not  specially  invited  will  favor  us 
with  letters  suitable  to  the  objects  of  the  department  We  do  not 
sizpeeit  nor  destFe»  that  these  lettwa  ia  all  eases,  should  confeifa 
to  any  given  rule,  >or  special  charaatar.  On  the  eontrary,  not  only 
sketches  of  itidividaid  cfaarspeter,  bdt  the  condition  ^  fte  profess- 
iSon,  of  publfe  institutions  and  societies,  points  in  medical  prac* 
tice,  suggestions  as  to  modes  of  treating  disease,  improvements  in 
fhe  profession,  or  the  exposure  of  errors,  among  "  regulars^  as  well 
as  "  irregulars,'*  will  all  be  legitimate  subjects  of  remark,  and  ma^ 
ha  turned  to  good  accoont.  We  baUeve,  indeed,  ihat  this  depart^ 
iMnt  will  iMcoma  one  of  great  intoreat,  and  of  mneh  value  to  lbs 
poroiMBion. 

Correspondents  are  at  liberty  to  use  Petitions  idgftalures  if  Aey 
prefer  it,  always,  however,  giving  the  editor  Ae  real  name.  In 
cases  involving  purely  scientific  points,  it  will  be  preferabls,  as  a 
general  thing,  to  wvite  «ver  the  real  name. 


IS  Lawson  on  Di$M$€$  of  the  Chest. 

(Wginal  tttkxts,  tenqfi  ^  Coramamtatta. 

LECTURE 

On  Hoaping-Couah.    By  L.  M.  Lawson,  M.  D. — Contin- 
ued from  Vol.  xiiiy  No.  9,  p.  646. 

Causee.-^The  oririn  and  mode  of  propasation  of  hooping 
cough  involve  several  disputed  questions.  Some  contend  that 
it  is  unconditionallv  contagious ;  others  ascribe  it  exclusively 
to  atmospheric  innuences,  wholly  independent  of  contagion 
either  in  its  origin  or  propagation ;  while  an  other  class,  ta- 
king^ a  middle  position  netween  these  two  extremes,  contend 
that  it  may  atise  from  meteoratious  causes,  and  afterwards  be- 
come contagious.  It  appears  obvious,  however,  that  neither 
of  the  extremes  can  be  true ;  and  this  is  made  paiticulariy  evi- 
dent when  we  advert  to  the  circumstances  which  govern  the 
spread  of  the  disease  in  its  epidemic  and  sporuic  forms* 
Thus,  numerous  examples  attest  the  fact  that  hooping-cough^ 
in  its  epidemic  form,  may  arise  independent  of  any  conta- 
gious influence,  while  sporadic  cases  can  be  as  clearly  traced 
to  personal  intercourse.  Our  distinguished  countryman,  Dr. 
Dewees,  adverting  to  the  prevalence  of  hooping-cough  on  Block 
Island,  as  an  epidemic  wnoUy  independent  of  any  contagious 
influence,  makes  this  remark : 

*'  It  is  a  rule  with  few  or  no  exceptions,  that  where  a  disease 
can  be  traced  to  atmospheric  influence,  it  does  not  prove  con- 
tagious. Nature,  indeed,  can  hardly  employ  two  such  opj^ 
site  courses  to  produce  the  same  effect."  This  reasoning  is, 
theoretically,quite  plausible,but  unfortunately  it  is  so  pointedly 
contradicted  by  dauy  ei^rience,  that  we  are  compelled  to  re- 
gard it  as  an  erroneous  induction.  The  prevalence  of  a  di- 
sease as  an  epidemic,  affecting  whole  communities,  renders  it 
very  difficult  at  times  to  distinguish  between  the  atmospheric 
ana  contagious  orijrin  of  many  cases,  which  may,  with  equal 
propriety,  be  ascribed  to  either  mode ;  but  where  a  conta- 
gious disease  occurs  sporadically j  but  little  difficulty  is  experi- 
enced in  tracing  its  propagation  from  person  to  person.  Thus, 
it  often  happens  that  a  cnild  affected  with  hooping-cough  and  con- 
veyed to  a  family  residing  in  a  district  entirely  free  from  the  di- 
sease, will  impart  the  affection  to  those  with  whom  it  comes  in 
close  proximity;  and  from  such  a  source  the  disease  may  spread 
through  an  entire  neighborhood,  by  personal  intercourse.  Or, 
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a  child,  residing  in  an  onaffected  districty  may  be  taken  to  a 
family  where  the  disease  prevails,  contract  it,  and  afterwards 
propagate  it  anew  to  those  residing  in  healthy  localities,  and  at 
remote  points.  Sach  examples  are  too  common  to  admit  of 
doubt  or  misapprehension,  and  they  prove  beyond  all  question, 
that  tiie  disease  mag  be  propagatea  by  personal  intercourse, 
even  when  the  atmosphere  has  no  epidemic  tendency ;  in  other 
words,  by  unmistakaole  contagion. 

A  veiy  remarkable  example  of  the  contagious  propagation 
of  hooping-cough  has  been  recorded  bjr  Etdoux.  In  an  ac- 
count of  a  voyage  around  the  world  in  1830,  '31,  '32,  Dr. 
Eydoux  mentions  that  at  Van  Diemen  hooping-cough  had 
been  imported,  for  the  first  time,  by  a  youne  prisoner,  four 
years  betore,  and  that  the  disease  afiterwards  destroyed  ntianir 
victims.  Such  an  example  is  peculiarly  instructive,  and  ad- 
mits of  no  ottier  explanation  than  that  oi  contagious  propaga- 
tion. Many  similar  examples  might  be  cited,  but  the  conta- 
gious character  of  the  disease  has  been  too  well  settled  to  require 
at  this  time  any  formal  defence  of  that  doctrine.    It  does  ap- 

g»r,  therefore,  that  hooping-cough  has  two  modes  of  origin, 
ne  is  from  general  or  meteoratious  causes,  and  the  otner 
from  specific  contaeion. 

In  regard  to  tpiaanic  hooping-cough,  it  may  be  remarked, 
that  it  is  generauy  limited  to  certain  districts  of  country,  or 
neighborhoods ;  but,  at  times,  it  spreads  over  entire  countries, 
pervading  almost  every  house  where  suitable  subjects  reside. 
Thus,  in  1732  the  disease  overran  nearly  all  Europe,  and  ex- 
tended to  Jamaica,  Mexico,  and  Pera.  In  such  visitations 
we  are  often  unable  to  trace  the  origin  of  the  disease,  or  its 
propagation  to  any  obvious  cause,  although  its  contagious 
character  remains  distinctly  marked.  The  greatest  difierences 
have  often  been  remarked  between  the  duration  and  iniemity 
these  epidemics ;  in  some  there  are  few  fatal  cases,  while  in 
other  examples,  (even  under  equally  favorable  circumstances, 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  condition  of  the  subjects  and  appropri- 
ateness of  treatment)  the  disease  proves  auite  fatal.  It  is  to 
be  remarked,  however,  that  the  fatality  or  hooping-cough  does 
not  seem  to  arise  so  much  from  a  mere  increase  of  its  own  in- 
tensity, as  on  the  violence  of  certain  c&mplicatiant ;  thus, 
during  some  seasons,  the  predisposition  to  certain  local  afiec- 
tions  (such  as  bronchitis,  pneumonitis,  cerebral  congestion 
&c.)  is  very  great,  and  the  occurrence  of  these  secondary 
lesions  consitutes,  in  the  main,  the  fatalitfr  of  the  disease,  ft 
is  a  somewhat  curious  fact,  too,  that  epidemics  of  former  pe- 


riods  were  mote  fatal  than  tiiose  of  laeenl  date.  This  diffe« 
sence  may  be  aecribed^  in  part^lo  better  views  of  the  patholqgjr, 
and  consequentl J  of  troatment)  in  reeenli  times ;.  but  it  ie  dkk 
bable  that  Uie  eaiiier  epidemiGs  were  more  violentpsr  h  Uhut 
those  of  later  date. 

The  diaease  is  not  limited  to  any  pasticolar  cUraate  or 
season^  no?  do  these  ezeroiae  mare  tmm  a  very  slight  oontfot 
over  its  march  and  violence.  It  iS|  however,  n  httle  morv 
prevalent  in  spring  and  autamn,  and  provea  more  intraetible 
oming  oold  and-  variable  weather;  hot  no  season  or  latitude 
can  acrest  its  maich,  and  none  veiy  materially  modify  ita* 
conne.  It  ia  affinned,  it  is  tme^  by  Dr»  Watt^  that  the  di« 
sease  is  more  fireanent  and  graire  in  northern  regions ;  bat 
Penada  declaies  that  hoopinff-con^  is  lees  frequent  among 
the  pw^le  of  the  north,  and  teas  tenible  in  its  conseqneneea, 
than  in  those  coontries  of  the  meredian  of  France  and  Italy. 

Hooping-coogh  is  common  durinff  infisnOT ;  and  its  moat 
frequent  attacks  occor  from  birth  to  the  period  of  second  den- 
tition. M.  Blache  has  s^ven  the  history  of  130  oaeee,  in 
which  106  ranged  from  i  to  7  years^  and  only  Si  from  8  to 
14 ;  in  89  cases  noted  by  Billiet  &  Barthes  26  were  between 
1  and  7,  and  8  between  8  and  12 ;  and  in  49  cases  observed 
by  Dr.  J.  F.  Meum  (PradUal  IWotfts  attDu€asB»  of  Chil^ 
wren)  there  were  9  under  1  yeai^  37  between  1  and  7^  and  3 
between  8  and  10  yeara. 

In  regard  to  aeXf  different  opinions  have  been  entertained. 
Of  the  130  cases  recorded  by  M.  Blache^  69  were  giilsy  and 
61  bojrs.  Dr.  Constant  made  observation  at  PhopUal  det 
Enfants  with  the  following  results :  Of  900  boys,  27  or  1  m 
83.33  were  attacked  with  hoopingMDongh;  while  of  400  giris^ 
18,  or  1  in  29.40  contracted  the  disease.  In  Dr.  Meig's  4t 
cases,  there  were  27  boys  and  22  girls,  giving  a  prqK>nderance 
to  the  former.  The  general  statistics  prove,  however,  that  the 
disease  ia  somewhat  mors  fiiequent  among  girls^  althou^  the 
difference  is  not  very  great. 

After  the  age  of  eight  or  ten  years,  the  attacks  of  hooping^^ 
cough  are  much  less  frequent,  althosffh  it  oeoeasionally  oc* 
curs  in  adults  and  even  old  peraona.  i  have  often  observed, 
also,  that  parents  and  nurses,  who  had  aheady  suffersd  from 
the  disease,  would  after  long  ezpoaore  to  it,  (as  in  nursiuff,) 
contract  a  cough  of  some  intensity,  evidently  arising  fit>mme 
contagion  of  hooping-oou^  aldiough  its  essential  pecdliari«- 
ties  were  not  developed,  m  coaseauence  of  the  natural  predis* 
position  having  been  destroyed,    in-rsgard  to  the  re«currenoe 
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of  Aa  disetst^  we  9w  oompeHed  to>  admit,  tliit  ita  some  rare 
iii8tance%  it  hm  beea-  eontreeled  a  seeond  time ;  but  on  the 
ottier  band  we  have  &e  united  teddinony  of  the  entire  pro- 
ittuioo,  tfiat,  a$  a  general  ruU,  it  occurs  but  once.  M.  Rosen 
mmarks,  tthab  during  thir^4wo  years  experience,  he  haji 
BBver  kiiowa  an  i&fant  to- tale  it  twice. 

Hoo^ag^ougb  is  not  readily  propagated  at  any  considerabre 
dtttanoe.  M.  Bosen  aflrma  that  the  contagion  can  be  trans- 
ported firom  one  house  to  another ;  but  M.  Gru^iisent,  on  the 
Contrary,  is  of  opinion  that  the  infants  should  be  near  enousfa 
to  recei^  the  emanations-  from  the  tareath.  A  remarkame 
exception  to  the  opinion  of  Guemsent,  is  recorded  by  Dr. 
HcBussIer  (Diet  de  Med.)  in  which  the  disease  was  con* 
tmcted  by  sleeping  in  the  apartment  which  had  been  pre., 
mously  occttpiM  1^  a  patient  laboritm;  under  hooping-cougU. 
We  are  not  authoiised,  therefore,  to  deny  but  that  the  conta- 
ion  may  adhere  to  sabstances,  and  thus  be  transported,  or 
bat  it  may  be  wafted  through  the  air,  to  a  limited  distance, 
sufficiently  concentrated  to  admit  of  propagation.  But  such 
plea  are  ceitainly  not)  humorous ;  and  lam  inclined  to 
,  with  M.  HoBussler,  that  this  peculiar  contagion  occu- 
pes  a  middle  place  between,  the  more  fixed  and  the  volatile 
poBsoiiB.  Aa  a  general  rale,  therefore,  it  is  too  volatile  and 
evoaescent  to  be  communicated  without  inhaling  the  breath 
of  the  natient,  or  the  atmosphere  of  the  apartment  in  which 
be  ia  placed. 

The  contafl|io«8  propei^  becomes  gradually  exhausted  as 
the  disease  advances.  It  is  not  certain,  however,  at  what  pre- 
cise period  the  disease  becomes  contagious^  nor  when  that 
moperty  oeaaes  to  operate.  We  are  warranted  in  believing, 
nowever,  that  it  is  not  communicable  until  pretty  fully  deve- 
loped^ during  the  catsorrbal  stage;  and  that  it  does  not  cease  to 
be  propagated'  until  the  second  stage  has  nearly  subsided. 
Culten  fixed  the  limit  of  contagious  propagation  at  from  four 
to  six.  weeks ;  but  it  b  evident  that  the  variable  progress  of 
the  disease  renders  it  impossible  to  mark  out  with  any  tole- 
rable precision  the  duration  of  its  infectious  element  We 
may  safely  assume,  however,  that  it  is  more  actively  conta- 
rioQs  dmiae  its  most  complete  development — ^perhaps  towaids 
the  rctose  of  the  first  stiiffe.  The  penod  of  incubation  varies 
fioro  five  to  ten  da^^s.  It  is  a  popular  opinion  that  the  disease 
manifests*  itself  nhu  days  after  exposure;  but  it  is  at  times 
psdon^  hemad  that  period,  and  ag^in  falls  short  of  it.  In 
a'jianority  of  instances  the  disease  will  be  developed  between 
the  mlh  and  tenth  day  after  exposure* 
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Duraiion. — The  duration  of  hooping  oongh  has  already 
been  referred  to  in  connection  with  its  different  sti^s.  It  it 
obvious  that  its  aggreaate  duration  cannot  be  limited  to  any 
fixed  neriod.  It  usually  continues  from  four  to  eight  weeks^ 
and  onen  much  longer.  When^t  begins  late  in  the  autunuiy 
the  cough  will  seldom  cease  until  the  following  spring,  or  be* 

S'nning  of  summer.  Marley  says  that  he  has  Known  it  to 
st  two  years;  but  it  was. probably  a  chronic  bronchitb 
which  had  supervened.  Complieatea  hoopins-cough  is  ne* 
cessarily  more  or  less  prolonged.  In  an  epidemic  in  1747, 
described  by  De  Hean,  it  was  often  protracted  to  three,  four, 
or  even  six  months. 

Prognom. — The  promosis  in  simple  or  uncomplicated 
hooping-cough  is  favorable.  It  is  comparatively  rare  that 
the  simple  form  of  the  disease  proves  fatal ;  but  its  eompUca* 
tions  ffreatly  increase  the  danger,  and  not  unfrequently  cause 
an  untavorable  result.  .  We  must  not  forget,  however,  that  in 
very  young  children,  who  cannot  well  sustain  the  vi<rient  and 
protracted  cough,  and  those  who  are  suffering  from  the  irrita- 
tion of  dentition,  a  high  grade  of  the  simple  disease  may  prove 
fatal.  In  such  cases  death  results  from  ei^austion,  super- 
secretion,  or  inordinate  spasm  of  the  glottis ;  but  it  is  to  be  re* 
marked  that  we  usually  nnd  in  these  cases  a  grade  of  mucous 
excitement  bordering  on  bronchitis,  and  which  is  more 
intense  than  the  irritation  properly  belonging  to  the  disease. 
It  miyt  be  remarked,  also,  that  a^e  is  an  important  element 
in  the  prognosis.  A  majority  of  fatal  cases  are  under  one 
year  of  age.  Of  611  cases  that  occurred  in  Philadelphia, 
242  were  under  one  year,  136  between  one  and  two,  112  be- 
tween  two  and  five,  and  21  between  five  and  ten,  and  one 
between  ten  and  fifteen.  This  result,  which  corresponds  veiy 
nearly  with  other  observations,  shows  the  marked  influence 
exercised  by  age  over  the  fatality  of  the  disease. 

When  the  more  grave  complications  occur,  such  as  bron- 
chitis, pneumonitis,  or  affections  of  the  bndn,  the  prognosis 
is  always  at  least  doubtful,  and  often  positively  untavorable. 
It  is  important  to  observe,  too,  that  the  constitutional  predis- 
positions of  the  patient  oftea  exercise  a  marked  influence  over 
the  final  result ;  thus  it  is  found  that  children  of  a  scrofuhui 
diathesis  are  liable  ta  the  development  of  tubercles  f  or,  if 
there  is  a  hereditary  tendency,  or  physical  conformation 
leading  to  disease  of  the  brain,  the  implication  of  that  omn 
may  be  feared,  and  the  prognosis  rendered  doubtful.  The 
symptoms  which  authorize  an  unfavorable  prognosis  are  those 
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indicative  of  prostnlion,  the  excessive  accmniilation  of  mucus 
in  the  bronchial  tabes ;  and  above  all,  the  occurrence  of  the  va« 
rioQs  complications  alread}r  named.  When  the  disease  occurs 
in  cold  and  variable  seasons,  the  prognosis  is  always  more 
unfavorable  than  when  the  meteorological  conditions  are  more 
propitious.  The  epidemic  form  of  the  disease  is  apt,  also, 
to  be  more  fatol  than  sporadic  cases;  and  some  epidemics 
exhibit  far  mater  virulence  than  is  common  to  the  disease. 
The  mortality  has  been  known  to  reach  6^  and  even  11^  per 
cent  of  the  whole  number. 

DiffkrenHal  Diagnosu. •^There  is  ereat  diflSeulty  in  distin- 
guishing hooping  couffh  in  its  initial  stage  from  common 
catarrhal  fever,  or  mild  bronchitis ;  but  as  the  disease  advan- 
ces, and  the  paroxysmal  cough  becomes  established,  the  dis- 
tinction is  no  longer  difficult.  In  cases  of  doubt,  we  must 
rely  mainly  on  the  prevailing  disease,  and  the  probable  expo* 
sure  of  the  child  to  contagion.  It  is  hardly  probable  tnat 
sporadic  cases  will  originate  from  any  other  cause  than  con- 
tagion. 

But  we  have  still  greater  difficulties  in  diagnosis.  Parox- 
ysmal cou^h,  and  even  the  hoop  maj  occur  independently  of 
true  hooping-cough.  Thus  bronchitis  is  sometimes  associ- 
ated with  unusual  irritability  of  the  larynx,  giving  rise  to  a 
Aoop,  and  occurrii^  in  distinctly  marked  ^roxysms.  In  such 
cases  great  care  is  necessary  to  avoid  mistakes ;  but  we  will 
generally  find  bronekiiis  commencing  suddenly  and  without 
Sie  precursory  catarrh  of  hooping-cough ;  the  fever  is  more 
intense,  and  tne  signs  of  thoracic  disease  more  marked.  In 
hooping-cough,  the  initial  s^mjitomsare  comparatively  mild, 
and  finally,  mucous  secretion  is  copious  and  glairy,  while 
that  accompanying  bronchitis  is  far  more  scanty.  The  phyri- 
eal  rigni  of  bronchitis  are  less  marked  in  hooping-cough 
than  in  veritable  bronchial  inflanunation.  In  the  more  ad- 
vanced stages  of  these  two  forms  of  disease,  the  symptoms 
are  very  nearly  the  same,,  and  we^  must  rely  mainly  on  the 
early  histoiy  to  establish  a  diasnosis. 

Killiet  and  Barthes  have  dwelt  forcibly  on  the  diagnosis 
between  hooping-cough  and  tuberculization  of  the  bronchial 
glands.  It  is  obvious,  however,  that  this  difficulty  can  only 
arise  in  the  advanced  stage  of  boopiuff-couffh,  or  when  it  be- 
comes extremely  chronic.  Now,  unaer  what  circumstances 
would  hooping-cough  come  to  resemble  tuberculous  disease  ? 
Certainly  at  an  advanced  period,,  and  when  there  was  either 
chronic  bronchitis,  perhaps  with  nlceratioa  of  the  mucous 
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*  iMfQe,  or  aotaftl  development  of  tdberdee,  as  a  seqnellaB  of  the 
^disease.  In  the  first  condition,  or  chronic  b^onbhitiiwith 
^niadetiony  the  physical  ngns  will  Mnemllj  be  snffioieat  to 
disUn^sh  the  two  aflfections ;  nad  if  tnbercttlons  disease 
.soEJst,  it  will  be  a  matter  of  bat  littk'impoctaiiee  to  determine 
(which  will  Qsnally'be  imppesible  except  hy  the  hiatoiy) 
whether  the  disease  had  been  eariy  avodated  > with  hooping- 
cougby  or  had  supervened  as  an  idiopathic  affiiction.  It  is  trae, 
it  woald  be  at  feast  satisfactory,  and  we  may  say  nseful,  to 
determine  such  a  question ;  but  it  is  dearly  not  of  that  vital 
importance  (Which  MM.  Wlliet-aad  .Barthez,and  their  fol- 
lowers, have  inculcated.  In  either  event,  we  have  todeal  with 
Jt  tubereulosB  afieetion  which  ia  usually  fttal,  whether  it  oc- 
c»r  as  an  orioinal  diseaee,  or  as  a  complication  or  result  of 
hooping-cou^.  Moreover,  tuberculous  disease  of  children 
is  much  less  common  in  the  United  States  than  in  the  crowded 
iSuropean  cities,  and  aflbrds  fewer  ojipottunities  for  observa- 
.tion,  and  less  freqnently  embarrasses  tne  practitioner. 

TrtaXmtnt. — The  first  rule  to  be  observed  in  the  treatment  of 
hooning-cou^  is,  that  the  administration  of  remedieamuit  be 
regcuat^  by  the  difierent  tlofSi  of  the  disease.  Thus,  reme- 
cbes  a[^)ropriate  to  the  initial  or  catarrhiil  staoe  would  peove 
at  least  useless,  and  often  -pemidous,  in  the  third  fitage,  and 
ao  on*  Moreover,  it  isA  ^reat  error  to  si^pose  that  a  specific 
inatment  can  be  adapted  to  all  cases,  for  we  will  find  so  many 
variatioas  in  the  complaint,  as  it  is  maaifetted  in  dtfiereot 
peraons,  places,  and  seasons,  as  to  defy  all  attempts  to  estab- 
ash  a  uniform  or  invariable  ooune  of  medication.^  But 
I  may  state  that  hooping  cough  being  a  fpecifie  disease, 
its  course  is  more  miiiorm  than  many  other  affections,  and 
that  we -are  thua  enabled  to  indicate  the  proper  remedies  with 
•more  oaiainty,  than  in  ordinary  affisctions.  Many  practi- 
tioners, however,  are  too  much  prone  to  seek  for  specific 
agents ;  and  it  will  become  apparent  as  we  proceed  in  detail- 
ing the  treatment,  that  a  large  number  of  {voposed  remedies 
have  been  introduced  and  employed  eropiricaUy.  which  will 
account  for  the  long  list  which  has  been  resortea  to  by  diffe- 
iSQt  physidans. 

TrttUnuni  of  th^Jtrsi  ita^. — Keeping  in  view  the  several 
well  defined  petiods  of  hoc^ng-coogh,  we  necessarily  advert 
fi^t  to  the  eaUtrWud  stage.  In  ordinary  or  uncomplicated 
^cases,  the  treatment  of  this  stage  is  exceedinffly  simple.  The 
specific  character  of  the  diaeaae  forbids  uie  expectation  6{ 
euttii^  it  short,  (^Ithoi^iaome  aqipose  that  it  may  be  ar- 
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resied ;)  aliU  a  jodicioUs  ooarae.  of  XMiliQalioiL  ivUl  siodtfy^its 
,ikiteii8iiy^ivl  tmw  rMd^rrthafiiUiie  ooorae  comparativelf  safe 
and  manageable.    '  • 

The  remadiet  saiiad  t&  the  ficst  «tage  aie  llhoae  comntonty 

empIojFed  inimild  broaobkis^  or  calarrhal  fever ; .  oeed,  how- 

«vBr, . withi  les^  fil^edMn^  bat  longer  duratioxi.^    An  ^Qcoasioiial 

.^anietie  of  ipecaeaaaha,  aloae  or .  combined  iWh  antiMoi^, 

iMi&nred  by  eipbctoratiBg  aad  naaaoidng.  portiotie  of  the  same 

,preparation».wiU  aenre  to  modetale  the.lebcile  ezdtemanity 

:  and  to  subdue  Ae  local  imtatioii.    If  there  be  much  esche- 

meat,  ukUcalive  of  luuiftial.seiKerityi  the  antknobial  prepasa- 

-  tion  may  be  matured  upon ;  bat^  as  a  general  mle^  the  ipeeac 

will  be  louad  anffioiently  active^  and  is  fur  less  liable  to  pros- 

kate  the  systeoty  or  inritato  the  gaekio^ntestinal  mucous  mem- 

braae.     We  may^  however,  wiSi  entire  ja£9^,  in  most  cases 

-at  least,  combine  the  James'  powder  with  the.  ipecac,  for  in 

.that  £orm^  the  antimeniat . is  comparatively  mila,.and  is  not 

>apfe  to  iadnoe  local .  irritition. 

In  connection  with  the  nanseeats  and  dia|Aoretics,  the 
.warm  batii  and  inhalation  of  simple  .impor,  are  valuable  adju- 
vants; theypiomoteiiiiBtphoresi^  lesaeniRitation  ofthe  ma&s 
•asembrane,  cuul  materially: aid  in. reducing  the.general  excite- 
ment. In  simple  dtses,  blood  letdpg  is  setdam  required ;  in 
•the  ^etboricf  however,  where  the  azeitement  runs  high^  and 
.CipeciaUy  if  there  be  a  tendency  td  eerefacid  disease,  it  may 
.become  expedient.  But,  aa  ageoeml  rule,  I  would  counsel 
.jyoaagaaastfit.  Should  Ike  bowels  be  condtipated,  mild  apeii- 
,  eats  must  be  g^en,  sach  asicmalsion  of  castor  oil,  or  flowers 
.of  sulphur;  or  calomel  maybe  comfainad  with  the -ipecac, 
.  and  thus  aecurethe  apeiiMt  and  naaaenringefecta  ctmyAa^. 
It  ia  important,  however,  to  giiaid  againstezceafive  pnmtioti, 
for  auch  an  eveateumot  fail  to  pr«Miate  the  patient,  and  caucfe 
local  irritation,  and  thoa  exociaeA  mostparuicioua  influence 
.  over  the  coorae  of  the  diseaee. 

Tba  treatment  (rf  the  teeood  atage,  whidi  ia  altogether  the 
.moot  impectant>  mast  be  deferrad  to  the  next  laqtare. 


OAfore^brm,— ila   Unt^  eie.     By  Dr.  J.  "E.    Taoitpsoir, 

of  Cadiz,  iMiana.  ' 

There  ia  a  prevailing  opinion  amonffthe  lear  informed  part 
of  communi^,  and  inoeed,  in  aome  cfegree  prevalent  among 
those  more  highly  informed,  that  **  chloroform  is  so  likej^  to 
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deitroy  Kfe^  that  it  should  not  be  med  by  Phyriciaiif."  It  u 
trne,  it  may  prodnoe  alarming  affects,  md  sometimes  deaths 
when  improperly,  or  excessively  used ;  but  this  is  no  wfpr 
ment  against  the  $alninry  eftets  likely  to  result  from  its 
proper  use.  Even  the  meaical  profession  are  divided  in  re- 
gard to  its  we  and  effeeh^  Professor  Mitchell,  in  his  treatise 
on  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  states  ^that  an  a^nt 
like  this  (Chloroform)  should  often  excite  the  hearts  action 
violently,  and  aliDogs  accelerate  its  pulsations  more  or  less* 
as  well  as  develop  the  usual  phenomena  of  stimulation,  will 
not  excite  the  wonder  of  any  who  recollect  what  the  appro- 
priate eflbcts  of  stimuli  are.''  Professor  simpson  thinks 
*'  The  effects  of  chloroform  are  remlated  by  Hie  peculiarity 
of  the  individual :  but  as  a  general  rule,  there  is  no  €xciUm 
nunt.^*  [See  Rankin's  Abstract  for  Januaiy,  1848,  p.  347.] 
Mr«  Si&on  of  Nottingham,  classes  chloroform  with  ether 
and  alcohol,  as  much  as. to  say  that  it  is  an  excitant.  Dr. 
Murphy  says  **  that  its  anodyne  effect  is  produced  without 
any  previous,  or  subsequent  excitement :  and  that  it  9ubdue$ 
nervous  irritation  caused  by  severepain."— ^[Medical  Gazette, 
March  31,  1848,  p.  661.  Dr.  Braithwaite  in  his  «<  Retro- 
spect" of  Jan.  to  July,  1848,  p.  888,  says  <<  that  chloro- 
form, if  used  efiectually,  induces  at  the  least  cerebral  unoon^ 
scionsnees, — in  other  words,  a  temporary  paralysis  or  suspen- 
sion of  the  functions  of  the  brain."  Some  writers  state  that 
^it  has  a  sedative  effect  upon  the  system ;"  but  it  is  unne- 
cessary to  multiply  quotations  further,  as  any  physician  can 
refer  to  additional  evidence  on  the  same  subject :  for  our  part, 
we  have  experimented  on  several  healthy  individuals,  ana 
have  found  the  number  of  pulsations  to  decrease  4  per  cent, 
during  the  inhalation.  In  cases  of  infantile  convulsions,  au- 
thors recommend  for  subduing  the  paroxysm,  bathing,  blood- 
letting, friction,  etc.,  which  in  reality  do  little  or  no  good,  all 
being  more  or  less  inconvenient :  thus  the  infknt  is  left  al- 
most wholly  without  treatment.  We  have  been  in  the  habit 
through  the  past  season  of  cautiously  using  chlon^orm  in  all 
such  cases,  and  have  found  the  most  happy  effects  resulting. 
In  the  first  case  that  we  used  it,  we  were  summoned  in  great 
haste,  and  found  the  inhnt  apparontly  in  the  agonies  of  death. 
It  had  been  in  that  condition  fi>r  seventy-five  minutes :  the 
fontanelle  being  elevated,  pulse  small  and  thr^dy,  breath 
irrecular,  eyes  turned  upwanu  and  pupils  contracted,  muscles 
riffid,  thumbs  firmly  clenched,  ana  jpieat  toe  drawn  inw«ds. 
The  family  weeping,  and  exclaiming  ^  O,  Doctor,  can  any 
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thing  be  done  ?*  We  were  immediately  set  upon  our  <<  wits 
end'^to  know  what  should  bo  done  in  this  case ;  and  with 
*<  telegraphic  speed''  our  mind  reverted  to  the  vial  of  campho- 
rated chlorc^orm  in  our  portmanteau^  which  we  applied  to  the 
child's  left  nostril,  and  in  about  two  minutes  we  nad  the  infi- 
nite gratification  of  observing  a  decided  improvement  in  the 
pulse  and  breathing,  and  the  gradual  subsidence  of  the  parox- 
ysm. We  then  left  directions,  should  the  paroxysm  return, 
to  wet  with  chloroform  a  small  bunch  of  cotton,  and  lay  it  on 
the  upper  lip  until  relaxation  began,  then  immediately  to  re- 
move It.  On  the  next  day  we  returned  $  and  learned  that  the 
paroxysms  had  recurred  three  times,  but  were  immediately 
subdued  by  the  prescription.  In  the  above  case,  determined 
to  know  tne  efficacy  of  this  medicine,  we  gave  no  other,  except 
a  few  doses  of  placebo.  In  the  second  case  of  infantile  con* 
vnlaions,  the  treatment  was  similar,  with  a  like  happy  results. 

In  cases  of  threaiifud  abartioti  we  have  used  chloroform 
with  undoubted  advantage.  In  one  case,  after  a  lady  had 
been  for  fifteen  hours  treated  unceasingly  with  sUam^  mteh- 
hazel  teoy  ^  j^.,  with  increased  hemorrhage)  and  greater 
severity  of  *'  pains,"  we  were  called,  and  learned  by  inquiry 
that  she  had  two  days  previously,  fallen,  whilst  taking  a  plea* 
sure  walk.  She  had  been  two  months  pregnant,  and  an  ex- 
amination per  vaginam  revealed  aiUprior  retroversion* 
Opium  had  been  used  the  night  previous,  without  any  dimi- 
notion  of  pain ;  the  pulse,  from  loss  of  Uood  and  Uie  most 
excruciating  pain,  was  small  and  threedv.  She  was  scarqriy 
able  to  raise  ner  head.  We  gave  her  by  inhalation  througn 
one  nostril,  camphorated  chloroform,*-continuin^  the  inhauu 
tions  every  alternate  three  minutes,  for  fifteen  minutes,  when 
she  felt  perfectly  comfortable,  and  slept  for  twenty  minutes ; 
when  she  awoke  much  revived,  with  pulse  improved.  The 
uterus  was  then  placed  in  its  proper  situation,  the  hemorrhage 
ceased,  and  the  pains  did^  not  return  till  the  next  da^,  when  a 
few  more  inhalations  relieved  her,  and  she  was,  in  two  or 
three  days,  able  to  be  about. 

lypAoui  Fever. — In  the  typhoid  fever  which  has  been 
epidemic  here  for  abont  two  ^ears,  we  have  used  the  caeipho- 
rated  chloroform  internally,  m  doses  of  30  drops  every  eight 
honra ;  and  under  its  influence  patients  have  mvariaoly  felt 
greatly  relieved  from  the  buzzing  and  tinniius  aurjum,  and 
we  have  notioeda  decided  diminution  in  the  fi'equency  at  the 
evocnolioiif. 
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COMMERCIAL  HQSPiTAI^  ONONNAU 

Medical  Clinic — ^^Prpfessor  Lawson  attendi^fir  Physician. 
Record  by  D.  R.  Dtchk,  M.D.,  Resident  rnyucian. 

The  following  ca^es  were  brought  before  the  medical  class^ 
by  Professor  Lawson,  at  the  regular  dimes,  prescribed  for  and 
explained,  as  appeats  in  the  subioined  commentiiries. 

Case  1.-— -PHsuMoifiA.'-^Micnael  Cooper,  aged  26,  laboret^ 
was  admitted  into  the  Medical  Ward,  Deo.  14tU;  186S,  when 
the  following  histoty  Was  obtained.  Five  days  previously 
had  been  much  exposed  to  cold  and  v&riable  wcntlier,  when 
he  was  taken  with  a  chill,  fbllowed  by  febiile  reliction,  cough, 
and  pain  in  the  chest.  In  adAtion  td  this,  the  patient  had 
dtarriiosa.  At  tlie  present  time;  he  has  coo|(h,  with  scanty, 
rust-colored  sMtH,  dulIneA  on  percussion  over  th<  postMor 
part  of  the  rignt  lung,  with  very  distinct  bronchial  respiration, 
corresponding  to  the  same  part.  Pulse  112,  and  feeble,  heati 
of  suirace  slightly  increased,  tongde  moist,  red  at  the' tip  uad 
edges,  and  covered  with  a  white  coat  in  the  centre. 
|t.  Pulv.  l!)ov. 

Hydnti^  c.  creta,  aaBJ. 

M.  and  (Kvide  in  four  paits,  one  to  be  given  eveiyfoar  honrs. 

Dr.  ]!#awson  s^w  the  psiient  in^e  e^enibg,  anrfdirecWd 
eight  ounces  of  bl6bd  to  M  taken  from'  the  anp,  and  the  same 
q&titity  from  this  atibcted  dde  by  cubs;  after  which,  the 
ckest  Was  ordered  to  be  enveloped  wttti  mnnel  dipped  in  hoi 
water^  and  surrounded  with  oiled  silk.    The  following  medi- 
dm  wail  riven  internally : 
Vf.  Morpb.  I^lplk. 
ADit.Tafrt.aajBprj. 
Aq.  Distill.  Siv. 

M.  alid  ^e  Jsb  everjr  three  hourd. 

At  this  time,  exploration  with  die  stethoscope  did  not  reveal 
thttcrepitstingrhonchus ;  there  was,  however,  rapid  breathings 
extensive  dumess  over  the  fMBrUn  and  iirfenor  portion  of 
tke  right  lung^  and  disfiitet  hhMchial  reiipimion. 

Dec.  I6th. — Th<^  cMpltant  rHii  vsry  diiAisdtly  heard  over 
the  entire  right  side  of  tne  chest,  except  at  the  upper  And  tat 
terior  part ;  there  is  no  change  in  the  degree  or  extent  of  dull- 


nesg;.  re^ktratioD,  32^  pulse  in  about  the  same  oooditionai^. 
before  the  bleeding. 

Continue  medicine^  and  applj  cups  to  anterior  part  of  the: 
rifi^t  aide. 

Det^  16th.— Pulse  aomewhat  diminished  in  frequency, 
f  being  now  105  to  the  minute,}  and  increased  in  fuUness,  sur<^ 
race  warm  and  moist.  Crepitation  over- a  small  portion  of 
theposterior  part  of  the  left.  lung. . 

Continues  medicine* 
^  Dec.  17th. — Crepitating,  rSJe  and  dullness  on  percussion  aa 
distinct,  and  over  the  same  extent,  as  before,  pulse  96,  full  and. 
slightly  increased  in  force,,  bowels  regular,,  tongue  nearly  na- 
tuxal.  Cough  and  expeotoration  about  thoisame  aa  when  ad*, 
mitted^. 

Dec  18th. — Suh-crepiiant  tUq  over  right  side  of  the  cheat,. 
and  over  a  small  portion  of  the  posterior  lobe  of  left  lung.;, 
respiration  32  j  pulse.  80  and  nearly  natural  in  force  and. 
volume. 

Continue  treatment^  and  apply  cups  to  affected  part  of  left 
side. 

Dec.  20,— -Sttb-orepitant  rale  leas  distinct,  dullness  remaiur. 
ing  the  same;  respiration  32;  pulse  in  the  same  condition; 
sputa  still  scanty  and  tenacious^  out  not  qiiitesohigh  colored; 
surface  warm  and  moist« 

The  patient  after  this*  improved  rapidly,  and  was  conva- 
lescent m  a  little  more  than  a  woek  irom  the  time  of  adr- 
mission* 

Conwuntarj/^— la  reviewing  this  case,  we  find  several 

Soints  of  special  interest  and  worthy  of  some  attention*  lut 
le  first  place,  the  absence  of  the  crtpUw^  at  the  first  examir 
nation,  is  an  unusual  occurrence,  especially  when  we  observe 
the  progress  which  the  other  sigos  bad  made.  There  was, 
txUntivt^  dullnut^  and  bronchiafrtmraiionf  over  a  grent  por*. 
tion  of  the  posterior  part  of  the  ri^t  side,  and  yet  not  the 
slightest  crepitus  existed.  The  patient  had  been  ill  five  days, 
and  tw  presented  a  pretty  fully  developed  case  otpjietunoma  ;. 
and  witnin  twenty^tour  nours  from  tnat  time,  the  crepitating 
rhonchus  was  fuUy  and  completely  developed. 

I  will  not  indulge  in  conjectures  as  to  the  cause  of  the  late 
appearance  of  the  crepitus,,  but  simply  state  the  fact  aa  a  cu- 
nous  and  interesting  featura  in  the  history  of  the  case.  It 
should  be  mentioned^  however,  that  the  dullneM  was  more 
extensive  than  could  fairly  be  ascribed  to  the  mere  engorgiS'* 
ment  o^  the  luo^  and  doubtleaa  arose  in  part  from  aerous. 
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effuflion  within  the  pleural  sac,  as  a  result  of  slight  inflamma- 
tion of  that  tissue.  And  in  addition  to  this,  the  engoi^ement 
was  somewhat  less  active^  and  more  patsive^  than  ordunarily 
attends  pneumonitis  ;  so  that  these  causes  combined^  (depres- 
sion^  and  serous  effusion)  prevented  the  development  oi  the 
crepitus.  However  this  may  be,  the  crepitus  did  not  appear 
until  after  the  bleeding^  (by  which  the  oppression  was  miti- 

gtedj  and  the  pulse  became  fuller,  more  forcible,  and  less 
Kiuent,  with  a  warmer  skin.  But  whatever  explanation  we 
may  adopt,  it  is  well  to  remember,  that  pneumonia  may  exist 
without  crepitus. 

In  relation  to  the  treatment,  I  remark,  first,  that  it  was  a 
question  whether  the  patient  would  be  benefitted  by  blood- 
letting, or  whether  he  would  bear  it.  The  pulse  was  112,  and 
feeble f  and  the  heat  of  the  surface  but  slightly  elevated.  It 
was  evident,  however,  that  there  was  a  state  of  engorgement 
of  the  lung,  which  oppressed  the  vital  powers,  and  prevented  re- 
action. Hence,  bleeding  was  resorted  to,  and  the  effect  was 
to  mitigate  the  oppression,  to  produce  a  Ailler  and  less  fre- 
quent pulse,  and  a  warmer  skin.  This  case  illustrates  an  im- 
portant point  in  regard  to  the  detraction  of  blood  when  the 
system  is  oppressed.  We  must  not,  in  such  examples,  be  too 
easily  frightened  by  «e«m{na  debility ;  the  prostration  is  often 
more  apparent  than  real,  and  is  to  be  removed  by  depletion.^ 

In  the  next  place,  the  tartar  emetic  and  morphine  consti- 
tuted the  principal  internal  medication.  Tartar  emetic  yon 
know  is  a  standard  remedy  in  pneumonia ;  but  it  is  not  usually 
combined  with  morphia.  My  own  impression,  however,  is, 
that  the  addition  ox  morphine,  in  many  cases  at  least,  is  an 
exceedingly  valuable  adjuvant.  It  certainly  meets  one  im- 
portant ana  prominent  element  in  the  morbid  action,  namely, 
nervous  excitement.  No  case  of  inflammation  can  exist 
without  involving  the  nerves,  and  what  more  appropriate 
remedy  can  we  employ  for  that  condition  than  the  morpnine? 
I  am  m  the  habit  of  resorting  to  this  combination,  in  many 
cases,  especially  after  depletion.  In  this  case  the  morphine 
would  not  have  been  appropriate  or  beneficial  prior  to  blood- 
letting, but  might  have  even  increased  the  engorgement. 

The  only  additional  feature  in  the  treatment  worthy  of 
note,  is,  the  employment  of  fomentation.  The^  entire  chest 
was  kept  constantly  enveloped  with  flannel  dipped  in  hot 
water,  and  surrounded  with  oiled  silk,  to  prevent  too  rapid 
cooling  and  evaporation.  I  regard  moist  lomientation  as  aa 
exceedingly  valuable  application  in  pneumomtis,  though  one 
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not  luttftlly  mach  employed.  It  exerdsei  a  far  more  kindly 
influence  over  the  inflamed  tiBsues  than  blisters,  especially 
at  an  eaHy  period ;  and  I  should  feel  that  mv  natient  nad  not 
received  the  full  advantages  of  artificial  aid,  if  it  were  neg- 
lected. I  do  not  altogether  object  to  blisters,  for  they  are  at 
times  serviceable ;  but  in  a  large  pronortion  of  cases  the  hot 
flannels  will  be  found  far  more  comfortable,  soothing,  and 
curative,  than  the  blisters.  In  children  it  is  a  remedy  of 
great  and  superior  value. 

Case  2. — Spinal  AmcTiON,  simulating  disease  o» 
THE  Kidneys  and  Bladder. — James  Dolan,  aged  20;  la- 
borer, admitted  Dec.  20th,  1862.  The  present  symptoms 
were  noted  at  the  time  of  admission :  Severe  pain  in  the 
loins,  extending  to  the  rieht  groin,  and  down  the  thigh ;  re- 
traction of  the  testicle  of  the  same  side ;  urinary  secretion 
scanty^  (about  4  oz.  in  24  hours,)  and  deposites  on  cooling  a 
copious  red  sediment;  great  irritabilihr  of  the  bladder,  caus- 
ing frequent  micturition ;  has  slept  but  little  for  several  nights ; 
surface  about  the  natursJ  temperature  and  moist ;  pulse  small, 
somewhat  increased  in  freouency,  and  moderate  in  force ; 
bowels  rather  constipated.  The  pain  in  the  loins  has  existed 
for  eight  weeks,  durmg  which  time  the  urinary  secretion  has 
been  scanty. 

Cammentarjf. — A  superficial  examination  of  this  case 
would  leave  a  doubt  whether  the  disease  was  located  in  the 
kidneys  or  bladder.  The  frequent  and  painfiil  midurition^ 
(the  uneasy  sensation  extending  to  the  end  of  the  penis,)  gave 
some  evidence  of  stone  in  the  bladder,  at  least  sufficiently  de- 
ddbd  to  justiiy  an  examination.  With  this  view,  the  Frt^ 
fessor  of  Surgery  (Dr.  Braxley,)  was  requested  to  introduce 
the  sound.  The  introduction  of  the  instrument  caused  much 
pain,  but  no  calculus  could  be  detect!^.  Findiii^  na  stone 
in  the  bladder,  it  became  necessary  next  to  inquire  to  what 
the  irritability  of  that  organ  was  due,  and  bow  ftr  the  kid- 
neys were  involved.  On  examination  of  the  lumbar  repon» 
over  the  kidneys,  some  degree  of  tenderness  on  pressure  was 
detected ;  but  the  pain  was  rather  diffused,  and  not  apparently 
limited  to  the  renal  organs.  It  was  observed,  also,  that  the 
pain  was  greatly  aggravated  on  assuming  the  erect  posture, 
and  that  the  motion  of  the  lower  extremities,  in  an  effort  to 
walk,  increased  the  difficulty.  The  patient  moved  his  limbs 
in  a  riow  and  cautious  manner,  and  was  much  disinclined  to 
rise  or  move.    There  was  no  evident  loss  of  motion,  but  the 


mflifemtonto  were  lea»  finee  than  nitaral»i  and  eddeotfy-  gfiiW' 
paiii^  and  th^»  wM  aovm  degree  of  nnmbaeMi 

Tha  j^neiftl  as  well  at  local  symptooif  iadieated  a^more- 
profouM  lealov  tlum  m^^e*  eottg^taon  at  irritabilitjr  of  the. 
Judoeys,  aiid  atte&tiott  was  af  onea  directed  to  the  smaat 
colutnii^  Finii  presfinie  o¥er  the  low^r  portioa  of.  Ae  oonal: 
vevlebnB,  revealed  a/ very  oonsidereble  &gree  of  tenderoe^s;; 
aed  it  wes  evidei&ttbat.  the  severe  pain  was  refeiable  tathie*. 
region.  This  fact  led  to  further  examuaitioa.  On  ejckend** 
ing  a  line  from  the  cervical  to  the  lower  part  of  the  luml]p 
region,  some  degfee  of  Itfteral  corvatme  was  ^rcei^ed, 
and,  also,  there  appeared  a  slight  pramimne^  at  the  latter 
point. 

Hiese  facts,  ean  leave  no  dbnbt  that  the  disease  is  spinaL 
and  not  either  r^nal  or  vesical.    Itpresents  a  veiy  curious  and'; 
most  interesting  assiemblage  or  phenomena;  and  I  have  not" 
the  slightest' doubt  that  the  deranged  secretion  of  the  kidneys, 
and  the  irritability  of  the  bladd^,  are  due  to  the  morbid  state 
of  the  spinal  corcL    It  is  well  known  that  the  secretions  gen- 
ei^lly  are  largely  under  the  control  of  the  nervous  function, 
and  any  derangement  of  the  latter  necessarily  impairs  the  fbr- 
mer  j  and  What  i^  thus  true,  as  a  general  tatty  is  still  more 
forcibly  tleveloped  in  the  control  exercised  by  the  condition  of 
the  spinal  cord  over  the  secretion  of  urine.  Extensive  disease 
of  the  coid  aiwaya  deranges,  more'  or  less^  the  nrinarf  secre- 
tiod ;  and  heiicte  we*  oan  eompriBheid  the  relations  betweev; 
the  cord  in  thepiueit  case  and*  Ae  kidneys.    In  relatiott  to 
the  bladder,  the  same  is  trato.  Inritation  of  the  cord  w  verv  apt 
to  involve  the  blaiddei',  and  I  have  seenexMnples  in  whiai  the 
aUett  sntgeomi  haril  sounded  mtients  for  stone,  so  streng(y 
were  the  syvsptomeof  that  a&dion  developed,  and  yet  ttae^ 
vesical  irritation  depended  wholly  on  spinal  oisease.    And  iui ' 
a<UMon>  torthis^  the  highly  concentrated  condition  of  the  uriM< 
wtm  caleulafed  to  add  very  greatly  toi  the  excitement  of  the: 
bliddem*  That  We  can'  ftdly  aceoimt  for  the  irritability  of* 
thatofgan; 

Aff  to- the  disease  of  the  spine  itself,  it  is  evidently;  of  aa  ts* 
flammatorydisnloler,  thouffh  doiMese  partaknfg  or  a  tetfofifc* 
loM  natore,  involviiiff  possitrty  the  bones,  eeitainly  the  intei^ 
aitioolar  tissaes,  aad  exteadnig  partiaHy  to  the  snbstaam  of 
tbe'covd.  It  auay  be  taken,  I  think,  as  the  t]^  of  a  dass  of 
cftes  hr  more  nvmentts  than^  is  aeMraDy  supposed,  fticb  » 
case  passed  of%r  hastily,  or  enperaoially  exannned,  woaM  re^ 
suit  id  a  coBsriclion  that  4h»  dfiseaso was^looalied  in  4he*  Udneyv ' 
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orbMder,  w  b6tb^  #hile  the  spinal  aflftction  would  be  didreu 
gBided* 

The  trtaimtfit  most  be  directed  in  part  to  the  local  affedidn^v 
sad  int  part)  tOi  the  constitiitioni  The  first  'o\^idC  is  to  vemoVe 
thi6  inflanlinatory*  action^ 'and  to  improve  the 'nriharysecretlonj' 
The  treatmeni  most  be  donunenced,  therefore,  with  local  de** 
pledon,  bjr  means' of  cnps,  and  the  adiiiiniAratf  on  oFdiuretick 
it  uHll  be  remembered  that  the  Qrinary-  seevMlon  was  nearly* 
aospeoded,  tiishe  being  6v\jf9ur  etmoetdiichilrged  in  twenty^ ' 
fonr  hofirs* 

After  the  applioation  of  the  oops,  the  foUo\i^ik^  j^stripdoa  < 
was'  ordeml: 

H         Carb.  soda,  gt.  r. 
Infos,  nva  nrd  i{j* 

Bepeated  every  fonr  houn* 

The  application  of  the  cups,  repeated  setertil  times;  hanre> 
hild  the  eibct  to  reEbve,  in  a  considerable  degree,  the  locals 
tenderness;  while  die  diiiretic  produced  a  copioos  flo#of  uriney 
Thenrine  has  dow  aspecific  gravity  of  1016,  a  sliriit  acidr^ 
action,  and  oriiteinB  no  albuihen.  The  irritability  of  the\ 
bhtdder  has  nearly  scibtided,  add  the  uneasihess  in  change  of 
pdstore  is  le^  though  not  removed.  When  he  bends  for« 
ward,  in  the  $iooping  postnie,  he  ekperiencto  considerable ' 
pidn  in  t^  loins,:  axid  has  butliftilef  strength  in  tluitpositiom 

The  fbtore  treatmenfi  will  embrace  ooaaft|--imtatiOD,  andr 
cabstitafional  reaiedie8,>Au&'fll9'theh]Fdriddaleo(rpotass%fliDd 
anidogoiisr  agebfesi 


tmtspmhtntt 
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To  tkeSmUarof  On  WM$m  Lantei. 

Nkw  yoR«^  Bee.  6th,  18681 

Bear  Sir  >^A  stray  mm^er  of  t/bt  WuU^  LaneU  ha^ngi 
reached  me,  by  the  coortes;^  of  some  unknown  fiiend,  I  im*: 
mediately  £»lt  n^^feruhaini  for  writing  for  your  cdumas^  some**' 
what  of  the  iteylno^  and  doings  of  mis  dactbre  in  thisth^^ion.'^ 
if  I  can  find  anything  in  the  medical  atooiosphere' whkh  will 
be  likely  to  interest  your  readers,  who  if  like  I  was-  ilrhen  a* 
western  man,  may  be  curious  to  know  dMrnews  aiid  evtol  tfa». 
g<Mp  of  New  York. 

There  tritt  be  Kitle  msthod  ixi  way  letten^  andkeooe^yon 


28  Carre$pondene€» 

most  expect  me  to  be  desultoiy,  yet  70a  shall  hive  the  truth 
$ans  jpeuT^  ti  sans  reproche,  and  may  do  what  you  pleaae 
with  it. 

And,  first,  of  Quackery,  here,  there  is  no  end,  and  though  y  00 
may  have  thought  that  Cincinnati  is  **  the  parsdise  of  Quacks," 
yet  your  specimens  are  only  a  feeble  imitation  of  those  flou- 
rishing in  New  Toik,  either  in  numbers,  variety,  or  enormity 
of  imposture.  The  most  successfol  are  those  who  hold  the 
diplomas  of  medical  collets,  and  under  this  shelter,  throw 
themselves  before  the  public  as  having  been  converted  from 
the  <*  old  schooP'  after  proving  by  experience  that  there  is 
nothing  good  in  <<  allopathy,''  and  have  hence  become  Ho* 
moBopathists.  They  forg^et  to  tell,  however,  that  to  a  man, 
thev  found  *<  allopathy,"  m  their  hands  a  iiarving  business^ 
and  that  they  despaired  of  bread  unless  they  took  refo^  in 
some  device  of  Quackery.  And  they  even  claim  ment,  as 
they  say,  for  having  gone  only  so  far  as  Homoeopathv,  which 
they  call  the  most  respectable  sect  of  the  irregulars !" 

One  or  more  of  these  choice  spirits,  has  taken  upon  him 
foreign  airs,  cultivated  huge  whidcers,  mustaches,  imperial, 
goatee,  and  all ;  distorted  and  deformed  the  hair  of  the  head 
to  resemble  a  wi^ ;  mounted  spectacles  and  eye^ass ;  sported 
a  variety  of  carriages  and  horses  and  servants,  m  the  style  t>f 
the  {nnk  of  aristocracy ;  and  in  habits  of  living,  eclipwd  sli 
his  neighbors.  He  announces  splendid  prepAntions  lor  oflice 
business,  during  the  hours  for  wnich  he  sits  in  state,  with  rich 
ornamental  gown,  corded  and  tasselled  in  the  latest  French 
fashion,  with  slippers  of  gold  lace,  and  smoking  cap  similarly 
decorated.  Having  arranged  it  with  certain  quassi  patients 
to  call,  and  as  decoy  duels,  draw  up  a  line  of  carnages  in 
front  of  his  door,  his  liveried  man  servant  introduces  each 
stranger  into  his  front  room,  whence  one  by  one,  the  patients 
pass  m  rotation  to  a  middle  chamber,  where  two  secretaries 
are  seated  at  a  long  table,  to  whom  the  symptoms  are  to  be 
disclosed  and  then  recoided,  when  with  the  manuscript  in 
hand,  they  are  ushered  into  the  ausust  presence  of  the  Con- 
queror, whose  hand  beinjg  <<  crossecTwith  gold,"  now  reads  the 
symptoms,  and  like  <*  Sir  Oracle,  opens  his  mouth,"  and  pre- 
scribes the  mystical  antidote.  Unless,  indeed,  the  aid  of  hit 
female  Clairvoyant  is  necessary  to  look  at  the  **  insides,"  to 
detect  the  malady,  for  which  an  additional  half  eagle  is  de- 
manded.  But  as  manv  cases  are  beyond  her  art,  and  the 
patient  becomes  impatient  for  relief,  the  mountebank  post- 
pones fiuther  treatment  antil  <<  the  spirits  are  ooaaolted,"  by 
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the  ^  drcld  of  ivppen''  which  slaledir  meet  for  the  purpose 
in  the  witching  time  of  night,''  when  the  *'  mediums''  partake 
of  the  good  cheer  of  the  Doctor's  hospitality,  and  knock  out 
the  infinitesmal  drugs  which  his  patients  reanire. 

This  is  but  one  species  of  the  genus  or  which  there  are 
several  here  of  greater  or  less  identity,  and  all  of  .them  en- 
joying patronage  and  pelf. 

I  shall  describe  others  of  the  fraternity  in  a  future  epistle, 
when  I  shall  possess  myself  of  the  particulars,  as  in  this  case, 
from  a  living  witness,  who  went  incog  to  the  conjurer  to  see 
what  was  to  be  seen. 

Meanwhile,  I  will  relieve  your  wonder  that  the  exposure 
of  these  chariatans  on  the  spot,  does  not  annihilate  them. 
There  are,  it  is  true,  four  of  the  medical  press  here,  but  ex- 
cept Dixon,  of  the  Sealptlj  they  all  nut  themselves  on  their 
dignity,  and  if  they  allude  to  the  quacks,  all  seem  to  be  afraid 
of  soiling  their  fingers.  Dixon  does  sometimes  let  out  upon 
these  gentry  in  fine  stvle,  but  his  blows  fail  of  their  effect  by 
fbeir  comicality.  Then  we  have  a  Mtdiccd  Gazette,  and 
Journal  of  Healthy  from  whose  editcM^,  it  might  be  expected 
tiiat  no  quarter  would  be  given  to  the  quacks.  But  Reese  is 
too  busy  for  so  small  game,  while  he  is  so  much  in  earnest  in 
battling  with  the  quaa  professors,  whom  he  judges  to  be  the 
muthors  of  all  the  infenor  quackery,  by  dejpadmg  medical 
education  into  a  mere  trade,  and  depreciatiog  diplomas  W 
offering  them  like  ^*  meat  in  the  shambles,'"  turning  their 
school  mto  a  market  place ;  and  he  seems  resolved  to  over- 
torn  the  tables  of  the  money-changers.  Hence  he  lets  the 
lower  order  of  quacks  go  <<  scott  free,"  while  he  belabors  the 
iaise  pretences  of  the  University  school,  their  plagiarism^ 
advertisements,  and  unworthy  traps  to  catch  stuaents.  And 
MM  to  the  old  Journal  of  Medicine  here.  Dr.  Purple  is  too 
crave  and  dignified  to  do  battle  for  or  against  any  body,.keep. 
ing  always  in  the  beaten  track.  And  so  far  as  I  have  seen, 
the  Tinu$9  which  is  the  new  journal,  not  a  word  is  said  of  the 
quacks,  possibly  for  fear  of  riving  them  notoriety,  a  mistaken 
policy  by  the  way.  For  if  the  medical  press  were  to  speak 
out  in  plain  terms,  aa  thedaily  press  does  in  reference  to  other 
and  kindred  public  impostors,  tlie  effect  would  be  felt  through* 
out  all  the  ranks  of  quackery. 

As  to  die  medical  schools  here,  I  have  looked  into  them  all 
now  in  session.  The  old  college  seems  to  be  in  advance  this 
year,  of  both  the  others,  their  old  building  being  well  filled 
with  students.    Both  the  others  have  new  and  spacious  build. 


i<0  GgamfotHhMt. 

• 

.iilgiy  M^m  QlMieS'takeittog0tlM»r'l«luiiiU  ^uak  would  ittt 
equal  diat  in.  Crosby,  st.  [The  U&ivenitjr.  sichool  is  better .1^ 
t  tended  than  tbe  New  Yofkechooli  which  lest  has  been  opened 
but  two  yeajss.  I  should  auppoie  that  in  the  usual  wny  of 
^^ipaluqg  oatalogues,  thepropoitioiiof  stude&ts  in  the  several 
dasses  would  stand  thus,  viz :  Old  Coll^,  300, — Uuivisai^ 
160, — New  School,  100, — making  660  in  the.  three  school^ 
which  is  said  to.be.morethaauswl  in  New  Yock,  th^h  I 
had  supposed  otherwise. 

There  are  several  bospMsals  here,;  viz :  1.  The  New  Yotk 

Hospital  in  Broadway,  averaging  some  800  patients  {-^3.  ithe 

Bellevue  Hospital,  a  pauper  e6tablishmepi..aversgiiMr'600 

I^tients; — 3.  the  SauffCants  Hospital,  averagim  16O0  pn- 

[tients  ;--4.  St.  Vinceurs  HospUal^  60  palientaj  ,oesidss  the 

^several  hospitals  in  the  nei^bbrhood,  at  Quarantine^  Black- 

'welPs  Island,  &c.    A  new  hospital  is  about  cooinotoncinff 

.  called  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  to  be  founded  by  the  £piscopM 

Church. 

At  most  of  the  hospitals,  disjpensariieq,  infirmaries, .  &c.,r  ^f 
which  theretfire  mauy,  CUnicaf  lectures  me  in  progress  by  the 
physiciaas  and  surgeons  in  attendance,  to  which  all  studeiytB 
nave  access. 

I  have  thus  hastily  sent  yoaa:few  BoranB,tiVnd  if  my  disin- 
terested narrative  is  acceptable,  you  shall  hear  from  me  agiui^, 
possibly  as  often  as  once  a  moijm.        Yours,  &c. 

WESTERN. 


Philao^lphia,  Dec.  16, 1862. 

To  the  Editor  qftU  Western  Laneet: 

According  to  promise,  I  sit  down  to  dot  down  a  bm 
tiiiDgs  concerning  medicine,  medical  men,  and  things  in  ojar 
.city  of  brodieriy  love,  hoping  that  the  fair  cit^  of  CiQoiii- 
nati  will  take  pattern  by  our  viitaes,  imd  waiimng  from  oar 

I  think  we  have  no  very  great  meii — Qalens,'for  instanof, 
Harveys,  Hunters,  or  Bushes— now  living  among  us,  aboat 
whom  to  indite  a  line  or  poiUt  a  scientific  moral.  We  have, 
however,  numerous  men  of  good  intellectual  calibre^  men  iriio 
ihaive  and  will  make  their,  mark  upon  the  fiist  {>ontion  of  the 
laet  half  of  tiae  19th  oentmy.  In  obstetiies,  for  instanoe^.you 
•doubtless  mad  with  pleasure,  in  cdmoion  wiih  thie  whole  pio* 


fenioli,*hei!eraadfiibrMd,  thi«^ibe»^M»iiiid'vagaiMi  of  toiy.Qld 

land  tnedffiieiid^  Pflof*  HLm^.    Of:  a  oarvof auigiiine  tempeia- 

'<iiieBtf:u]ttnciimbefed  iwitfithe  ^^fiiel  <)f  (reepiFfttMn,''  (fat,)  he 

•>inoveftaboiit our  cityfapom)^  .aad  raipeel€d  kyi^l  awtsa&d 

conditions  of  men.    We  .eoosider  Br*  M.^hg^nius^  p^rhms 

tithe  moettdeadedfipeoimfin  df  that  ekm  Among  us;  >eq»eeiany 

amM%  the  ohier  pradtitioDtfrsI  buti  genina'^^s  almys  yomig/' 

lyon  luiovr^and  so  it  ^seems  (witfa  Dr.  Meigi.    We,  as  the 

world  does  with  other  gemusesy  Jangh  at  his  vi^ries' and  fol. 

liesyiandadmiceand  pmiaehis'talentaandftmeisciencie. 

I  sospeet  that  like. a. goad  Shanghai,  (now,. bj the hy,  all 
die  rage  amoDjgus,)  be  hasrwariyi  laid  .all  ihis  good  em,  aad 
firill  soon  setiindiatiOestwheieiall  at  last  setyiuiftiljlifce  the 
tPhoBoix,  1  we  lise  (aeaitr  irom  our  ashes.  The  jpseasnt  Au|mnn 
Itas  lieensign8iUaMrbf!a^aev«vee|)id6ttic'0i*iinnaenEa,  aad  oar 
cilixeBsshave  one  general  hat  lyaried  harh,  on  coogh,  like  half 
gsowndosn. 

It  wttacks  {Ae  influenza,)  the  patieBt  generally  with  a  rigar. 

-aoaomfiaaied  or  fdlowoi  b^greaet^pain  in  the  bones;  follpwed 

?aIso  by  ftbiile  reaction,  thirst,  Ac.    The  weatjier  has  been 

aiild;  veiy  Kltleiicehas  .as  jFft  been  sm^  in:this|)art  of 'the 

reoantiy. 

The  medical  schopk  am  in  fidl  opecation,  with  about  the 
psaal  classes.  The  whole,  number  or  students  in  die  city  be- 
ingabout  twelve  or  perhaps  thirteen  hundred. 

You  will  remember,  perhaps,  that  the  old  fashioned  mode 
of  obtaining  clinical  instructiott — ^viz:  walking  the  waids  of  a 
hospital]  '     '^    -1—  -  -A  ^^4^   1    «    ^i^j^j        L       ... 


piosts  of  hospital  suigeons  and  physicians^)  is  found  in  what 
are  denominated  '^college  clinics."  We  .are  in  this  way 
rapidly  assuming  the  position  of  the  English  medical  schools, 
only  the  modus  operandi  is  reversed,  in  England,  Uie  hospi- 
tal IS  established  first,  and  the  scholastic  department  is  added; 
while  with  us,  the  college  is  JSrst  erected,  patients  flock  to  Jt 
fbrreKef,  and  a  hospital  is  soon  attached.  Our  colleges  all 
have  attached  to  them  one  or  more  wards  for  the  recepSon  of 
smgical  patients,  after  operations,  and.  some  severe  medical 
cases.  In  this  way;  ho^tals  will  doubtless  be  connected  with 
*the  cblleges.  A  few  years  since,*  the  public  alma  house,  now 
denominated  the  '^Blockljr  Hospital,''  was  open  for  the  in- 
straction  of  students  in  clinical  matters,  at4en  dollars  ^  ticket; 
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but  the  cause  above  stated  prodneed  in  the  pnUie  authorities 
a  determination  to  exclude  all  medical  men  hot  those  afaso- 
lutelr  necessary  to  the  interests  of  the  institntiooi  and  these  are 
regniarlj  paid  rtsveeiable  salaries;  that  is,  about  as  much  as 
jrou  pay  your  coalman  or  waiter. 

Speaking  of  these  medical  salaries,  did  you  see  the  account 
given  bv  the  last  No.  of  the  London  Lancet,  of  the  salaries 
received  by  the  hospital  surgeons  in  that  city?  Abno$i  iiol4- 
ing.  We  are  foUowine  rapidly  in  the  footsteps  of  our  illus- 
trious predecessors,  ana  in  my  opinion,  the  medical  man  is 
the  worst  paid  member  of  the  communi^,  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  or  labor  he  performs,  and  the  importance  of  the  ser- 
vices he  renders  to  tnat  community.  But  let  that  pass.  Our 
hospital  cliniques  are  the  real  feature  which  distinguishes  one 
school  firom  anothen  and  the  skill  with  which  thev  are  con- 
ducted, mark  the  success  of  the  institution.  We  have,  it  is 
true,  many  very  good  teachers  in  the  schools,  and  some  orici- 
nal  thinkers,  mit  these  things  are  not  enoc^  to  attract  tne 
neophyte  in  medicine.  He  cannot  tee  them,  but  an  opera* 
tion,  ever  so  small,  especially  if  blood  be  shed,  he  is  wide 
awake  to;  consequently,  the  professors,  during  the  autumn 
and  summer,  are  collecting  all  the  bloody  cases  possible,  in 
order  to  make  a  large  show  at  the  beginning  of  the  session. 
But  my  sheet  is  full.    More  anon#  HALLER. 


OBOAmZAVIOir  OW  THB  AICIRIOAH  MXDIOAL  ASSOClATIOir. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Western  Lancet  :^ 

I  showed  you  in  my  last  communication,  how  superla- 
tively Dr.  March  was  mistaken  in  representing  Dr.  Hays' 
plan  as  ^*  not  essentially  changing  the  general  features  of  the 
oraanization ;"  showed  you  particularly  how  it  changed  every 
thing  exeept  the  representation  from  County  societies  $  how 
it  cut  off  hospitals,  lunatic  asylums^the  army  and  navy,  mem- 
bers by  invitation,  permanent  members,  all  associations  for 
teaching,  all  societies  except  County  societies,  with  a  delega- 
tion of  only  foivr  from  state  societies  however  large ;  all  me 
schools  of  "Medicine  except  those  few  who  may  live  up  to  a 
certain  standard  which  he  prescribes ;  that  from  these  few  he 
admits  onlv  a  single  delegate;  that  his  limited  admission 
from  the  schools,  he  does  not  consider  as  correct  in  principle^ 
but  merely  as  expedient,  hoping  it  will  goad  on  the  delin- 
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quents  to  their  self  improvement,  in  order  to  obtain  a  repre* 
Bentation  in  the  ^eat  body.  But  I  did  not  adeqaately  expire 
my  astonishment,  that  Dr.  M.  who  was  at  Kichmond  and 
represents  himself  as  attending  to  this  very  business  (see  his 
last  page)  that  Dr.  M.  a  professor  and  one  of  the  momentous 
committee  of  9  should  have  found  it  possible  to  make  so  great 
a  blunder.  He  accuses  me  but  without  proof,  of  being  *<not 
quite  posted  up"  in  the  history  ot  the  Association-Hlet  mo 
recommend  him  to  po$t  himself  up  in  the  business  done  al 
Richmond  where  he  was  present. 

He  says  mv  address  is  oefore  Aim,  and  yet  he  is  not  posted 
up  therein ;  for  he  represents  Dr.  Yardley's  report  at  Rich* 
mond  as  ^^evidentlv  rounded ''  on  mv  views.  Now  he  ought 
to  have  read  in  tnat  address  whicn  he  criticises,  that  Dr. 
T&nllev  was  the  originator,  that  he  brought  it  before  our  Cy« 
Soc,  that  it  was  considered  there  in  3  stated  meetings,  and 
then  passed  with  the  addition  of  a  delesation  from  state  soci- 
ties ;  that  this  very  plan  as  thus  amended,  Dr.  Yardley  report- 
ed at  Richmond.  Dr.  M.  might  have  read  in  my  paper,  that 
my  plan  was  opposed  to  this  in  some  points ;  it  was  more 
C4>nsistent  with  Dr.  Davis'  ^<  old  fur  cap  ^  and  also  with  Dr. 
Knights  Presbyterian  garments;  every  one  too  would  a 
priori  have  thoucht  it  agreeable  to  Dr.  Hays'  ^<  meekness  and 
numility  "-y^t  oenounced  the  proposed  representation  from 
state  societies.    Thus  you  see  Dr.  T.  reported  his  own  ori- 

r'nal  plan  at  Richmond  as  amended  by  our  Oounty  jSoc.;  and 
must  now  add,  that  all  this  work  from  first  to  last,  was  done 
at  the  County  Society  without  my  taking  any  mtit  therein,, 
and  that  it  was  begun  without  my  knowledge.  Dr.  Y's  plan 
was  approved  by  o\ir  state  society  28  to  2  in  1861,  many  of 
the  country  members,  who  woula  have  voted  for  it,  having 
gone  home. 

Dr.  M.  sajrs  that  on  our  plan  <^  the  whole  control  of  the 
Association  would  be  in  the  hands  of  one  Cy.  soc.  of  a  single 
state  "  if  the  meeting  should  be  held  in  a  county  foil  of  phy- 
sidans.  He  says  that  N.  York  Cy .  Soc.  has  from  400  to  600 
members,  who  could  all  be  summoned  to  the  carrying  of  a 
favorite  measure,  and  he  would  ask— *<  what  could  the  remain* 
ing  portion  of  the  Association  do,  to  stav  the  force  of  aa 
avalanche  of  such  local  power?"  Give  him  then  his  high- 
est number  and  60  would  be  the  delegation,  an  avalanche  thai 
would  not  overwhelm  a  St.  Bernard  dog. 

Then  the  doctor  has  a  long  paragraph,  p.  774,  to  show  that 

the  interest  of  the  schools  tma  that  of  toe  prof^ion,  ii  the 
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same*  Tnie»  and  this  is  the  very  rea^OQ  we  arei  so  aaxiona 
•0  their  aocowpit.  I  consider  pbysidanst  whether  clereT  or 
laity »•  as  haying  the  same  interest  in  a  con^mon  stock,  and  that 
k  would  be  well  for  them  to  watch  over  each  other  for  good. 
But  it  is  too  true,  that  each  party  hasi  fallen  short  in  their 
fiinctions;  each  has  weighed  the  other  in  the  balance  and 
found  it  wanting.  What  then?  Then  Dr.  Davis,  a  real 
friend  to  both  parties,  hatched  out  u«dev  his  *^  old  fur  cap,"  for 
he  has  much  warmth  there^  an  association  for  the  conection 
of  every  evil,  and  here  the  cjergy  and  laity  met  and  resolved 
apiany  resolutions,  all  in  good  faith,  as  we  believe,  on  both 
aides.  But  resolutions  cannot  be  carried  oul  all  in  a  huny, 
Iwiy-bodies  move  slowlv,  the  state  of  the  country  will  not 
admit  of  turning  evevy  thing  upside  down  without  breaking 
tiie  ^^i^lden  pitcher.''  If  you  screw  up  the  schools  too  high, 
jrott  dnve  thousands  into  practice  without  having  any  school- 
URg  at  all,  and  there  is  no  law  of  the  land  to  drive  them  back. 
.  Yes,  Doctor,  the  interests  of  the  professors  and  of  the  laity 
are  one  and  indivisible ;  and  in  order  to  make  them  one  har- 
monious body,  I  would  compel  the  professors  to  attend  the  Cy. 
societies,  and  take  the  lead  therein.  In  May  1847,  there  ex- 
isted a  few  county  societies  in  Pennsylvania,  and  one  of  them 
called  a  convention  of  piofessors,  &c.,  &c.,  precisely  as  the 
ceneral  convention  had  been  called  to  meet  at  New  York. 
They  met  at  Lancaster,  78  in  number,  ma^y  leading  profes* 
aon  among  them,  and  they  origpsnized  a  State  society  to  cms- 
d$i  ofdd^i&iesjrom  eounijf  8oei$iHs  only.  They  prescribed 
the  mode  of  orffanieing  these  county  societies,  and  decreed 
that  every  man  elected  into  them  was  defoeio  a  junior  member 
of  the  State  society.  Under  this  republican  form,  county  so- 
cieties have  been  oreanised,  and  both  they  and  our  State  soci- 
ety have  prospered  beyond  our  most  ardent  expectations.  Pro- 
Csuora  go  to  tne  Slate  society  as  delegates  from  Philadelphia 
Gy.,  in  nnmbeiB. sufficiently  flattering  to  their  station;  there  is 
no  envy  or  jeaioasy  felt;  their  going  is  considered  their  right, 
because  they  are  geneiBlly  the  best  qualified  for  the  task. 
This  mode  of  organising  excludes  all  pet^  contemptible  asso- 
ciations anddenly  fcfmady  from  sendiw  delegates;  and  thus 
ibe  purity  of  our  cteate  society  is  faithful^and  easily  preserved. 
I  proposed  in  my  P>p^r  to  make  every  member  or  a  coun^ 
aocietjr  a  member  d^ficto  of  the  State  sodety,  and  of  the  as- 
sociation, thus  followmgthe  example  of  our  $Utte  society:  to 
"ttiiB  Dn.  M.  says — ^*I  do  not  see  how  an  individual  cw  be 
biaeitted  by  being  called  a  member  of  a  learned  sisocistieii» 


without  it  confer  on  him  some  distindiioii  of  honor,  emokt- 
mentfly  or  rights  and  privileges."  Very  well  said,  aiid  exaet* 
ly  to  my  purpose.  For  wfy  do  the  promiMni  m^nbers  nit 
aown  their  membership  in  the  title  pages  of  their  boon? 
Would  not  Dr.  M.,  notwithstanding  his  republicanism,  would 
not  Dr.  Hays,  the  ^^perfect  representation  of  meekness  and 
humility,"  swell  out  iikeiEao|rs  frog  on  receiving  an  F.  R.  8. 
from  London?  It  was  becaose  I  knew  that  men  are  apt  to  be 
fond  of  such  things,  that  I  presumed  it  might  prove  a  stimu- 
lus to  the  formation  of  coui^  societies.  When  I  lived  in  a 
village  I  should  have  been  thankful  for  this  distinction,  as  Ae 
poet  said  of  his  garret  rooms,  ^^Quaniulaeungue  $stis,  908tqo 
magna  roeo."  Dr.  M.  a  professor,  may  decide  this,  but  ur. 
Hays  and  I  having  mors  ^^meekness  and  humility,"  would 
prize  it  as  the  poet  did  his  attic  chambers. 

Dr.  M.  would  appear  to  think  that  we  are  waring  against 
the  professors,  and  tor  this  unhappy  thought  we  have  not  given 
him  a  shadow  of  reason.  We  desire  to  do  them  good,  to 
bring  them  into  their  proper  place,  to  make  them  and  ttie  laity 
one  narmonious  body,  to  do  away  all  envy  and  jealousy  be- 
tween  them,  to  yield  them  the  preference  on  all  oceasiomf  If 
they  will  only  receive  it  with  Dr.  Hays*  ^'meekness  and  hu- 
mility," to  have  it  in  our  power  to  send  the  worthy  as  dele- 
gates, and  to  keep  the  unworthy  at  home  till  they  mend  their 
ways.  But  our  great  object  is,  to  encourege  the  forming  of 
Cy.  societies  by  minging  the  professors  into  them.  If  tnese 
lights  of  science,  each  one  shininjg  *H>tlut  inter  ignts  Inna 
mtnoresy'*  like  the  moon  with  foreign  light,  would  attend  the 
county  societies,  take  upon  themselves  the  business,  show 
themselves  interested  therein,  these  societies  would  therefore 
become  mfore  popular,  inferior  men  delighting  in  good  com* 
pany  would  attend  them  more  faithfully,  thus  becoming  in- 
spirited in  all  good  thoughts  and  good  works.  In  this  case 
the  professors  would  unquestionably  be  sent  to  the  State  soci- 
ety and  to  the  association;  and  I  am  even  unable  to  conceive 
why  they  cannot  protect  the  schools  even  better  and  vnth 
more  modesty  than  if  they  went  as  delegates  from  the  schools 
themselves.  They  have  no  other  portal  to  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Society  'yet  last  year  there  were  eight  professors  to 
twenty  of  the  laity  in  Philadelphia  county,  a  full  numerical 
proportion. 

It  may  be  inferred  from  the  above,  that  the  professors  neg^ 
lect  our  medical  society.  Nearly  all  of  them  are  members, 
but  very  few  of  them  attend.    It  is  however  fortunate,  Ukat 
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we  have  some  oommanding  spirits  equal  to  theirs,  who  carrj 
on  the  business  with  vigor  ana  energy.  The  same  neglect  of 
the  professors  obtains  in  onr  college  of  physicians,  the  oldest 
and  perhaps  the  most  respectable  medical  association  in  the 
countiy.  Many  of  the  professors  are  not  members,  veiy  few 
ever  attend ;  they  seem  to  wrap  themselves  np  in  their  nobu- 
met  vivamtis  and  to  be  very  ha^y.  Our  desire  is  to  bring 
these  luminaries  from  under  their  bushel  and  to  place  them  in 
the  zenith,  whence  they  may  radiate  more  light  and  heat. 

Do  you  ask  why  we  conceive  it  to  be  of  so  much  importance 
to  form  county  societies?  It  is  because  they  are  the  organs  of 
the  government  of  individuals.  Each  member  knows  the 
character  and  doings  of  all  the  other  members;  and  they  will 
not  be  able  to  look  each  other  in  the  face,  when  guilty  of  any 
evil  doings.  It  is  these  constituent  societies  only  that  can  effec- 
tually guard  the  portals  to  the  profession,  to  the  State  society, 
and  to  the  association. 

Some  of  our  opponents  say,  there  is  no  reason,  no  call  for 
a  reform.  But  the  association  itself  was  clamorous  for  a  re* 
form.  When  Dr.  Atler  proposed  at  Charleston  that  a  com- 
mittee should  be  appointea  to  re|)ort  a  more  equitable  plan  of 
organization^  was  not  his  resolution  carried  by  a  great  majo- 
rity of  the  committee  appointed?  A  proposed  reform  was 
carried  in  the  Phil.  Cy.  soc,  in  our  State  Society  two  years 
in  succession,  unanimously  approved  by  numerous  county  so- 
cieties over  the  state,  approved  by  two  societies  in  Cincinnati, 
by  a  number  of  Journals  in  different  sections  of  the  States: 
and  my  plan  more  radical  was  unanimously  approved  by 
several  county  societies  in  Pennsylvania,  by  two  societies  in 


meekness  and  humility,"  has  declaimed  more  both  in  public 
and  private  aninst  the  present  organization  than  perhsqps  any 
other  man.  Tor  this  and  many  other  good  deeds  and  proper- 
ties,  I  entertain  for  him  the  highest  respect  as  in  truth  I  have 
always  done ;  and  did  we  live  in  Cromwellian  times  when 
such  names  as  Praise-God  Barebones  and  Fig}U4ht'goQdr 
fight-offaiih  White  were  common,  I  would  propose  to  call 
nun  for  the  gratification  of  Dr.  March — Meekness  and  Hu- 
mility Hays. 

In  my  address  I  said  of  the  Association — <<  its  origin  was 
anomalous,  but  there  was  perhaps  no  other  way  in  which  a 
[aige  body  of  respectable  men  could  be  so  quickly  got  together. 
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In  all  cases  of  difficulties,  dangers,  or  pressing  necessities, 
that  cannot  be  met  or  subserved  m  the  regular  course  of  action, 
some  commanding  spirits  may  assume  a  temporary  authority. 
Thus  when  the  stamp  act  required  the  immediate  action  of 
the  American  people,  the  Assembly  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
took  measures  to  have  a  Congress  cafled  firom  all  the  Colonies 
to  meet  at  New  York,  and  ten  Colonies  obeyed  the  summons. 
So  when  the  state  of  our  Profession  in  America  seemed  to 
require  that  support  and  protection  which  the  laws  denied,  the 
Medical  Society  of  New  York  summoned  a  convention  which 
has  resolved  itself  into  the  American  Medical  Association." 

To  this  Dr.  M.  replies — ^^this  time  honored  example  of 
calling  together  a  boay  of  men,  has  been  followed  up  from 
that  day  to  this,"  therefore  he  concludes  that  it  is  not  anoma- 
lous. I  may  not  be  ^*  quite  posted  up  "  in  the  history  of  our 
country  and  therefore  it  may  result,  that  I  do  not  recollect  ano- 
ther instance  of  this  *'time  honored  example,"  except  the 
Hartford  Convention.  But  what  I  have  to  remark  in  Dr  M's 
observation  is,  that  he  mistakes  anomalow  for  unprecedent- 
ed or  unused.  Let  him  recollect  that  nomos  means  a  law  or 
rule,  and  that  there  was  neither  law  nor  rule  for  calling  a  con- 
vention at  New  York. 

I  shall  probably  send  you,  Mr.  Editor,  a  brief  history 
and  exposition  of  the  present  state  of  this  ^*  Concordia  Dis- 
eorsy  respecting  the  organization,  for  the  informing  of  any 
portion  ot  your  subscribers  who  may  not  be  '<  quite  posted 
up"  therein.  S.  JACKSON. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  10,  1862. 


North  Libbrtt,  Dec.  20th,  1862. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Western  Lancet : 

I  wish  to  make  several  corrections  in  my  article  on 
<<  Fracture  of  Os  Femoris,"  published  in  November  No.  of 
<<  Western  Lancet."  I  discover  quite  a  number  of  typographi- 
cal errors.  The  first  is  at  page  T8,8th  line,  for  the  word  out, 
read  hub.  The  remainder  will  be  corrected  easily  by  ttie 
reader. 

The  most  impoitant  point  is  in  the  last  sentence.  There  it 
states  that  there  is  no  shortening*  By  some  mean^  I  was  de- 
ceived when  I  wrote  the  article ;  ana  as  we  all  wishfaets^  I 
will  now  stale  that  there  is  about  1^  inch  of  shortening. 
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I  am  certain  this  haf  increased  very  madi  since  I  examined 
him  last ;  and  I  presume  the  provuiomd  callus  was  not  all 
absorbed,  and  the  definitive  formed,  when  he  commenced 
using  the  leg.  Now  ne  walks  without  any  assistance,  exeepi 
a  cane,  and  the  leg  flexes  to  a  right  angle  with  the  thigh. 

Yours,  &c.,  l3:VI  D.  SHEETS. 


Proeeedinas  of  the  Third  Annual  Session  of  the  Indiana 
State  Medical  Society ^  held  in  the  city  of  New  Albany, 
May,  1862.  pp.  79. 

The  above  proceedings  have  been  on  our  table  for  some 
time,  and  we  aesire  now  to  present  a  brief  review  of  the  to« 
pics  of  more  general  interest. 

A  memorial  was  read  from  the  EvansviUe  Medical  Society, 
suggesting  the  enactment  of  laws  to  regulate  the  practice  of 
medicine.  The  memorial  remarks  that  laws  had  been  enac- 
ted by  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  in  1816, 1826,  and  1830, 
for  the  regulation  of  the  practice  of  medicine,  but  which  have 
all  been  repealed.  It  is  further  remarked  that  these  laws  had 
a  beneficial  tendency,  and  that  since  their  repeal,  quackery 
has  made  unprecedented  encroachments  on  the  profession. 
The^  Society,  therefore,  suggested  that  the  profession  should 
use  its  influence  to  procure  tne  enactment  of  a  code  of  laws 
calculated  to  regulate  and  protect  the  practice  of  medicine. 
The  subject  was  finally  referred  to  a  committee,  who  reported 
that  they  had  not  time  to  examine  the  subject,  and  moved  for 
a  committee  of  five,  to  report  at  the  next  annual  meeting ;  but, 
on  motion,  the  following  was  adopted  as  a  substitute : 

^^  Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the 
President,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  adopt  the  form  of  a  memo* 
rial  to  be  presented  to  the  Legislature,  asking  the  passage  of 
laws  restricting  quackery^  laws  of  registraticm  to  furnish  Me- 
dical statistics;  and  that  copies  of  sik& memorial  be  forwarded 
to  various  members  of  the  profession  in  the  State.'' 

Resolutions  were  offerea  in  favor  of  establishing  nedieal 
schools  in  Indiana,  and  a  medical  journal  under  the  control  of 
the  Society. 

The  resolutions  ia  rtlation  to  tiie  establishment  of  medical 
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schools,  MfH9  wisely  laid  on  ihb  table;  and  a  commltlee  tp^ 
ported  againiBt  the  expediency  df  attempting  to  establii/h  a 
medical  journal*  This  comriodttee  evinced  mnch  discretion  in 
their  conclusrcms,  especially  in  reference  to  a  want  of  interest 
which  any  editorial  committee  would  take  in  such  a  jbtrnaU 
Experience  has  amply  deinodstiuted  that  sudi  joarnan  do  not 
usually  flourish. 

The  address  of  the  President,  Prof.  Mears,  is  an  excellent 
production.  It  abounds  in  good  common  sense,  and  juaft 
views  of  the  present  condition  of  the  profession.  The  follow- 
ing remark  is  in  striking  contrast  witn  the  opinidn  that  we  ate 
retrograding: 

^*  A  casual  glance  at  the  state  of  the  profession  will  serve  to 
convince  the  most  incredulous  that  there  is  Abundant  cause  of 
mutual  congratulation  in  view  of  the  onward  march  of  medi- 
cal science.  Indeed,  the  rapid  advances  which  it  has  recently 
made,  seem  to  iliark  the  present  as  an  era  of  ^ztrsbidinaiy 
progress." 

After  enumerating  the  many  improvements  which  have 
been  made,  e.  g^y  tne  use  of  the  stethoscope,  diminution 
of  surgical  operations,  physical  education  of  children  — 
the  introduction  of  quinine,  morphia,  and  other  alkaloids,  an- 
esthetic aeents,  and  the  improvements  in  physiology  and  pa- 
thology, the  author  remarks : 

"  with  such,  and  a  thousand  other  adducible  proofs  of  the 
onward  march  of  medical  science,  is  there  good  reason  for  de- 
spondency? We  apprehend  not,  and  yet  there '  are  many  in 
the  ranks  of  the  protession  greatly  discouraged  at  the  preva- 
lence, and  apparent  advancement  of  empiricism,  and  moi« 
especially  at  tne  circumstance  l;hat  the  advocates  of  the  vari- 
ous systems  of  imposture  are  not  confined  to  the  weak  and  ig- 
norant ;  but  in  numerous  instances,  are  gentlemen  of  educa- 
tion— gentlemen  of  the  learned  professions,  and  I  am  sorry  to 
say  it,  Thtologians  in  particular^  found  to  possess  a  surpri- 
sing proclivity  to  quackery :  and  are  often  among  the  most 
enthusiastic  dupes  of  these  delusions." 

This  prevalence  of  quackery  is  justly  at^buted,  in  part,  to 
the  peculiar  mental  constitutions  of  individuals.  We  have 
often  observed  this  fact,  but  have  not  before  seen  it  alluded  to 
in  public.  Persons  of  this  stamp  of  mind  are  apt  to  go  the 
roundsj  and  embrace  every  thiug  that  is .  new.  Horace 
Greely,  when  in  this  city  sometime  since,  was  asked  (it  is 
said)  if  he  was  favorable  to  homaopathif  9  He  replied,  yes,  I 
am  in  favor  of  any  thing  that  is  netr.    This  is  exactly  the 
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^rit  of  such  movements.  We  know  a  distingntshed  person 
in  this  city  who  has  been  a  Millerite,  Fourierite,  Thomsonian, 
Spirit-rapper,  HomoBopathist,  Eclectic,  &c.y  &c.  Such  per- 
sons never  see  anything  good  in  true  science*  On  this  subject 
Dr.  Mears  remarks : 

**  Tet  it  must  be  confessed  that  in  all  prevalent  delusions, 
all  the  parties  are  not  of  necessity  either  knaves  or  fools* 
There  are  many  of  enthusiastic  dispositions  who  are  led  away 
by  novelty,  ana  caught  b^  specious  arguments,  yet  are  neither 
weak  in  mind  or  wrong  m  purpose.  Every  day's  experience 
shows  us  individuals  amongst  our  friends  or  acquaintances, 
who  display  this  intellectual  singularity;  and  the  combination 
of  vigor  and  weakness,  of  jgenenS  right  reason  and  special  fol- 
ly, is  at  once  curious  and  instructive.  Such  a  combination  is 
incompatible  with  great  soundness  of  mind  or  much  depth  of 
information  it  is  true ;  but  observation  shows  that  it  is  consis- 
tent with  brilliant  intellectual  qualities,  with  wit,  eloquence, 
and  imagination*" 

But,  in  common  with  others,  the  author  admits  defects  in 
our  profession.  The  following  extracts  will  convey  his  ideas 
on  that  subject. 

*'  But  while  I  am  proud  to  have  it  in  my  power  success- 
fully to  charge  home  upon  its  enemies,  their  unjust  aspersions 
of  our  noble  profession,  I  am  constrained  to  plead  guilty  to 
the  imputation  of  much  on  our  own  side  of  the  house,  which 
is  calculated  not  only  to  detract  from  the  dirnitv  and  honor  of 
the  profession,  but  impair  its  character  with  tne  enlightened 
of  every  age  and  every  country.  The  easy^  access  to  its 
honors  and  profits  has  invited  into  the  profession  thousands 
who  have  not  a  single  qualification  eitner  of  head  or  heart 
adapting  them  to  its  acquisition  or  its  pursuit.  At  present  it 
is  not  regarded  as  necessary,  scarcely  indeed  as  desirable,  that 
an  individual  wishing  to  engage  in  the  study  of  medicine, 
should  possess  the  advantages  of  a  common  English  educa- 
tion, let  alone  the  other  qualities  and  attainments  which 
would  be  needful  in  order  that  he  might  do  credit  to  himself 
or  the  profession  he  is  anxious  to  embrace.'' 

**  It  is  indeed  a  painful  admission  but  a  self-evident  truth, 
that  much  of  the  success  of  empiracism  depends  upon  the 
weakness  and  inefficiency  and  ignorance  of  those  claiming 
kindred  with  Allopathy.  Their  sins  of  omission  and  com. 
mission  have  in  many  instances  forfeited  the  confidence  o 
communitjT.  The  people,  incapable  of  proper  discrimination 
fall  easy  victims  to  the  arrogant  assumptions  of  the  more  art 


PraeeBdings  of  8oeUiie$.  41 

fill  impostor,  and  their  influence  is  frequently  lost  to  the  pro« 
fession  forever. 

Is  it  not  then  obvious  that  to  insure  success,  reformation 
must  commence  at  home.  Until  the  profession  itself  shall 
determine  upon  some  appropriate  standard  of  preparatory  edu- 
cation and  enact  regulations  for  professional  acquirement  the 
hope  of  radical  reform  is  worse  than  futile.  Having  |>rovided 
well  for  these  evils,  I  am  persuaded  we  could  look  with  con- 
fidence to  the  legislature  for  protection  against  encroachments 
of  quackeiv  in  all  its  forms.  This  assurance  is  ^atly 
strengthed  by  the  action  of  other  Legislatures  in  providing  for 
registration  laws  which  of  themselves  constitute  one  of  the 
most  important  measures  of  medical  reform.'' 

The  Report  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine  was  read  by  Dr. 
W.  T.  S.  Coraett.  We  make  the  following  selections  in  re» 
lation  to  the  treatment  of  different  diseases : 

SearUUina.'^hi  malignant  cases,  Dr.  M.  H.  Harding,  of 
Lawrenoebui^,  places  most  reliance  on  bleedingj  in  a  full 
stream  and  at  an  early  period ;  ipecac  tM  an  emetic ;  cold 
dash,  especially  when  cerebral  diseases  existed ;  tepid  or  cold 
sponging ;  calomel  to  obviate  costiveness ;  and  poultices  to 
the  neck.  In  another  epidemic,  confined  to  Lawrenceburg^, 
the  same  observer  found  the  disease  of  an  asthenic  form,  re* 

Sdring  stimulants.  Dr.  Ezra  Read,  of  Terre  Haute,  treats 
e  anginose  variety  with  gentle  emetics,  mild  aperients, 
tepid  bexh  and  sponging,  and  the  nitrate  of  silver  (ten  grains 
to  the  ounce  of  water,)  as  a  local  arolication. 

JEpidemie  EryHpelii. — Dr.  Moody,  of  Oreensburg,  treated 
this  affection  with  emetics,  and,  as  a  local  remedy,  zearifiea^ 
Han.  Dr.  Hardinf  has  seen  the  disease  assume  the  form  of 
epidemic  peritonifis,  pneumonia  tjrphoides,  and  essentially 
modify  other  diseases.  He  regaras  the  disease  as  being  de- 
cidedly asthenic,  and  not  admitting  of  depletion  aflterthe  first 
twenty-four  hours.  He  employs  the  nitrate  of  silver  to  arrest 
the  spread  of  inflammation  on  the  surface ;  but  he  does  not 
regani  the  danger  as  proportioned  to  the  extent  of  the  cutane- 
ous inflanna'ion.  In  addition  to  this,  he  adopted  means  to 
r?  1  ite  the  secretions,  modi^ng;  them  according  to  the  tissue 
involved.  Dr.  Read  says  the  disease  was  of  a  malignant 
type,  8^  unquestionably  contagious.  When  the  disease  at- 
tacked the  extremities  it  was  more  fatal  than  when  confined 
to  the  throat,  face  or  scalp.  He  treated  it  with  emetics  and 
cathartics,  in  the  beginning,  but  soon  followed  by  tonics  and 
stimulants— bark^  quinine,  wine.    The  looal  treatment  con- 


osted  tyf  pottlCioes,  with  creasote  or  tiiipMlioe  mixed  witk 
simple  cerate  or  lard.  He  reffards  creosote  as  the  best  local 
agent.  The  nitrate  of  silver  did  no  good  when  applied  exter- 
nally, but  was  highly  useful  when  the  disease  extended  to  tha 
fauces  and  throat 

Dpeenlery. — Dr.  Moody  relied  on  alteratives,  opiiim»  and 
mila  laxatives.  A  malignant  form  of  the  disease  prevailed^ 
which  resisted  all  of  the  usual  remedies.  As  a  eeneral  rale 
he  could  never  succeed  in  dysentery  until  free  oilious  dK#* 
ehaiges  could  be  secured.  This  he  accomplished  by  ten  graia 
doses  of  calomel  followed  by  castor  oil ;  after  which  a  dosa 
of  opium  was  ^ven^  and  so  on.  Dr.  Bead,  who  resides  in  a 
malaurios  distnc^  (Tenre  autHe>)  says  the  disease  partook  of 
an  intermittent  character.  He  usually  commenced  the  treat* 
flwnt  with  a  scruple  of  calomel,  and  followed  by  quininls, 
alone  or  combined  wil^  small  doaes  of  the  mercunal.  Afte^ 
the  first  fW  &ys  he  added  to  the  above,  a  mixture  of  t^o- 

Earts  of  oil,  and  one  of  turpentine,  giving  a  draekm  every  etk 
ours.  He  employed  likewise  the  usual  adjuvants,  such  as 
opiates,  fomentations,  enemas,  mucilagibous  drinks,  &e. 
Dr.  Sutton,  (of  Aurora,)  remarks  that  the  disease  usually  com*- 
menced  as  a  diarrhoea,  speedily  beconsing  dysenteric,  add 
often  associatied  witfi  tjrphoid  ajrmptoms.  The  treatment 
consisted  in  the  employment  of  calomel  and  opium,  variously 
combined,  and  when  the  pulse  was  small,  and  the  skin  batheSl 
in  cold  perspiration,  camphor  was  freely  administered. 
When  bilious  discbarges  were  secured,  the  calomel  was  dis^ 
continued,  and  opium,  (combined  with  lead  or  ipecac,)  sub- 
stituted. Dr.  Sutton  places  great  reliance  on  small  doses  Of 
calomel,  until  the  biliary  secretions  are  established.  Prof. 
Byfon),  (of  Evansvilie^)  relied  on  cathartics  of  calomel  aad 
morphia,  followed  by  castor  oil,  if  the  former  did  not  operate; 
i^r  which,  opiates,  alone  or  combined  with  calomel  aad 
epicac  were  given;  and  the  rule  in  regard  to  the  use  of  opium 
Was,  to  produce  eamjdete  quietude  of  the  boufeU*  Blisters 
over  the  abdomen  were  considered  valuable.  The  saUiu 
treatment  did  not  succeed.  Dr.  Comette  encountered  a  di- 
sease, lA  1849,  which  presented  the  symptoms  of  dysentery, 
tholera,  and  t3rphu8  fever  combined.  It  was  treated  accoid> 
itig  to  symptoms,  but  under  every  mode  of  medication  was 
necessarily  quite  fatal.  In  reference  to  severe  dysentery  of 
1861,  the  author  makes  the  foAlowing  remarks : 

«  The  salts  and  magnesia,  all  things  considered,  gave  mora 
sattisfcction  in  my  hands  than  my  wber  laxative.    It  caused 


ao  gripiogy  brought  off  serous  discharges,  siq^reedinig  for  thib 
time  the  discharges  of  blood  and  mucus,  and  relieving  the 
tenesmus.  It  seemed  to  me  to  act  as  a  salutary  means  of 
local  depletion  without  adding  to  the  local  irritation. 

<<  When  the  disease  advanced  with  signs  of  increasing  de« 
Ulltj,  with  free  discharges  of  sanious  matter  showine  vast* 
colar  disiiilegmtioB)  I  gave  sulphate  of  zinc  combinea  with 
alum  in  doses  of  from  one  to  three  grains  each  in  solution 
three  or  four  times  per  day  with  good  effect  in  most  instances. 
This  is  no  new  remedy  in  dysentery.  It  was  a  favorite  pre. 
scription  of  Mosdy,  and  of  Jackson,  but  seems  to  have  Imen 
lost  sight  of  by  later  writrts.  The  preparation  unites  a  pow** 
erful  metallic  tonic,  capable  of  sustaining  to  ^ome  extent  the . 
failing  powers  of  the  nervous  ff^stem  witnout  materially  ezci> 
tin^  tne  vascular,  with  an  astringent  as  well  calculated  when 
topically  applied  to  arrest  hemorrhage  as  any  other.  Chil- 
dren take  it  in  proper  doses  wkhout  trouble.  Of  thirty  casea 
treated  by  me  last  season  somewhat  as  above  indicated  I  lost 
but  two.^» 

The  report  closes  with  an  interesting  letter  from  Dr.  V . 
Kersey,  oi  Milton,  but  we  have  not  space  for  further  extracts. 

The  report  on  Surgery  embraces  the  detaih  of  several  in« 
leresting  cases,  but  we  have  not  spajce  to  notice  them  in  the 
^sent  number/ 


jRmm  nnb  3WtM. 


Niuralgia  :^^IU  various  Form$^  Pathalogv  and  Treaim^nL 
Being  the  Jacksonian  Prise  Essay  of  tne  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons,  for  1850,  with  some  additions.  6y  C.  Too- 
ooob  jDownino^  M.  D.,  M.  B.  C.S.  London:  Jehn 
Churchill.  1868.  pp.  376,  8vo. 

There  la  no  subject  connected  with  pathology  and  the  prae* 
tice  of  medicine,  of  greater  obscurity  and  uncertainty,  aai 
few  poaaessing  higher  intereat,  than  that  of  Neiualgia,  AU 
classes  of  pereona,  and  the  inhabitants  of  every  climate,  am 
•ubiect to  this  paoifol  and  often  intractaUe  affeotion;  aid  in 
cotisequence  of  this  universality  of  prevalence,  and  often 
greal  iatenaity  of  action,  it  baa  net  foiled  to  attraot  the  attend 
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tion  of  medical  men  of  all  ages  and  coontries.  Still  it  matl 
be  confessed  (hnmiliating  as  it  may  be  to  our  professional 
pride)  that  no  settled  6r  obvious  po/Ao/oyy  has  hitherto  been 
attained,  nor  has  treatment  been  advanced  much  beyond  the 
mere  empirical  employment  of  remedies.  These  circum* 
stances  necessarily  invest  the  subject  with  unusual  interest ; 
and  every  source  of  information  is  ardently  embraced,  and 
carefully  examined.  A  work,  therefore,  emanating  from 
such  high  authority  as  that  now  before  us,  cannot  fail  to  ar- 
rest the  attention  and  challenge  investigation.  It  could  hardly 
be  anticipated  that  a  prize  eaajf^  read  to  the  Rojral  College  of 
Surgeons,  would  not  possess  high  interest  and  great  importance. 

The  work  before  us  b  the  prize  eaaig  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons,  and  put  forth  under  its  auspices,  (although  sub- 
sequently enlarged  and  improved)  and  if  it  does  not  reflect  in 
every  sense  the  opinions  of  the  College,  it  at  least  command- 
ed the  approval  of  that  body,  and  hence  received  the  annual 
prize.  The  author  informs  us  in  the  preface,  that  his  task 
has  been  to  prepare  a  digest  of  the  various  facts  and  observa- 
tions extant,  and  to  educe  from  them  certain  fixed  and  general 
principles.  The  author,  nevertheless,  claims  to  have  institu- 
ted a  new  treatment,  which  an  enlarged  experience  has  found 
highly  beneficial  in  cases  that  had  resisted  other  modes  of 
management.  In  our  examination  of  the  work,  we  shall 
analyze  more  especially  those  portions  which  relate  to  the 
pathology  and  treatment  of  the  disease,  and  which,  therefore, 
immediately  concern  the  practitioner. 

The  author  defines  neuralgia  to  be  a  mwrhid  exaltation  of 
$en$ihilityf  without  pereeptibh  organic  change.  It  is  a  di- 
sease which  may  occupy  any  sensitive  portion  of  the  body — 
the  head,  face,  extremities,  neck,  mamme  or  testes ;  or  fol- 
low the  course  of  the  sciatic,  intercostal,  or  ilio-lumbar  nerves; 
or,  finally,  it  may  occupy  any  of  the  internal  viscera. 

The  author  describes  three  principle  forms  of  neumlgia— 
vis.,  the  fpoimodic,  rheumatic  and  hytterieal  varieties.  The 
tpatmoiic  variety  embraces  what  is  usually  nnderrtood  aa 
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gemdiie  He  datdoureuxi   the  diaracterisdc  ftymptoms  of 

which  are  thus  set  forth : 

"  The  attack  is  sudden — instantaneous — and  usually  with- 
out warning.  A  person,  apparently  in  good  health,  is  seized 
in  a  moment  with  a  violent  pain  in  some  part  of  the  body. 
He  cannot  account  for  it.  He  has  met  with  no  accident  at 
the  time,  and,  on  examination,  discovers  neither  redness  nor 
swelling.  The  suffering  is  perhaps  moderate  at  first,  and 
ceases  in  a  few  minutes.  It  then  recurs  after  a  brief  space, 
again  without  warning  or  apparent  cause,  and  increases  in 
severity  and^duration.  Ultimately,  when  the  disease  is  fully 
established,  the  suffering  occurs  at  intervals,  and  often 
amounts  to  paroxysms  of  excruciating  agony .'^ 


As  the  disease  recurs,  an  attack  is  usually  preceded  by  some 
premonitoiy  signs,  such  as  a  feeling  of  heat  or  cold,  somewhat 
analogous  to  the  aura  epilepiica ;  a  tingling  sensation,  or  a 
painless  spasm,  may  be  the  first  intimation  of  the  approaching 
attacks.  After  a  time,  the  part  becomes  tender  to  the  touch, 
and  if  in  the  vicinity  of  glands,  as  the  lacrymal,  an  increase  of 
secretion  will  be  observed. 

It  does  not  take  the  course  of  the  large  branches,  but  occu- 
pies the  extremities  of  the  nerves,  and  is  often  bounded  by  the 
mesial  line  of  the  body.  Although  this  form  of  neuralgia  is 
a  disease  of  great  severity,  it  does  not  very  readily  impair  the 
general  health,  and  patients  will  often  suffer  on  with  great  in- 
tensity, to  the  end  of  a  long  life.  It  seldom,  however,  tends 
to  a  spontaneous  termination;  but  there  are  examples  in 
which  it  wears  itself  out,  and  thus  ceases.  It  is  fair  to  infer 
that  the  removal  of  the  cause  would  put  an  end  to  the  pain. 

The  rheumatic  form  is  the  same  affection,  modified  by  the 
rheumatic  diathesis.  It  is  one  of  the  most  common  forms  of 
the  disease,  and  the  author  gives  the  following  summary  of  its 
symptoms : 

<<  The  symptoms  of  rheumatic  neuralgia  are,  heat,  pain  and 
tenderness  of^the  surface,  along  the  course  of  a  particular 
nerve.  The  suffering  is  not  of  the  character  previously  de- 
scribed. There  is  generally,  if  not  invariably,  a  constant 
dull  aching  pain^  with  a^;ravation  at  intervals;  but  not  the 
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violent,  tbrilHng,  pluttioff  agooj,  inereaied  by  the  Itaal  Aaloa 
of  the  patient,  or  toucE  of  the  surface)  as  in  the  former  varie^jF. 
Bheumatism  of  the  nerves  is  frequesitlj  periodical,  the .  at- 
tacks cominc;  on  at  certain  times  of  the  day  and  night.  Some- 
times a  regular  paroxysm  is  experienced  about  six  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  although  more  often  the  fits  are  irregular  in  their 
accession*  Its  origin  may  be  traced  to  exposure  to  cold  and 
wet,  but  it  is  liable  to  increase  from  a  vanety  c^  causes — ex- 
ternal warmth^  for  example.  Bheumatism  in  some  other  part 
of  the  body  is  generally  attendant. 

This  spurious  or  rhieumatic  neuralgia  maj  thus  be  distin- 
guished from  eenuine  tic  douloureux  by  its  hutory\  by  its  ort- 
gin  in  cold  (although  this  is  no  mat  criterion);  by  the  difft- 
renee  of  the  pain;  and  by  there  being  more  or  less  heatotihe 
9urfae€f  with  rhetmuUim  of  other  partt.  Another  mode  of 
distinction  may  be  dr^rn  from  the  effect  of  remedies." 

It  must  be  remarked,  however,  that  Dr.  Elliotson  describes 
aniQther^form  (the  analogue  of  the  cold  variety  of  rheumatism^ 
in  which  there  is  no  heat  of  the  surfiBu^e,  and  in  which  external 
warmth  (as  heat  of  the  bed,)  does  not  increase  the  pain.  In 
the  variety  previously  mentioned,  there  is  external  heat^  and 
the  wannth  of  a  bed  aggravates  the  pain. 

The  actual  distinctions  between  these  two  forms  (a»  justly 
remarked  by  the  author,)  is  not  always  very  dear ;  it  may  be 
observed,  however,  that  they  vaiy  chiefly  in  degreey  and  in 
the  development  of  the  rheumutic  element  In  that  form 
which  evinoea  some  degree  of  inflammation,  (such  as  exter^ 
nal  heat,)  the  rheumatic  element  is  in  the  asc^idency;  but  in 
the  eoU  variety,  the  nervous  disease  predominates,  but  is 
somewhat  modified  by  the  diathesis.  Moreover,  the  fposme^ 
die  twitchings  met  with  in  genuine  neuralgia,  are  absent  in 
the  rheumatic  form. 

The  third  variety  recognized  by  the  author  is  hyzhricai 
neuralgia.  In  this  form  of  the  disease,  the  nervous  affection 
is  modified  by  the  hysterical  habit,  and  manifests  itself  espe- 
cially by  extreme  sensibility  of  the  cutaneous  surface.    The 

following  are  the  chief  symptoms: 

<*  An  extreme  sensibility  of  the  skin,  in  particular  localities, 
will  often  be  noticed  among  the  phenomena  of  this  Protean 
malady.    This  tenderness  will  sometimes  be  diffused  over  a 


qam^^rable  extent  of  8iiiftQe»  or  U  rnont  cJtocmnjKtibed  in  its 

af ea.  The  whole,  side,  of  the  chest,  for  instance,  will  be  thm 
affected,  or  a  spot  readily  covered  with  the  point  of  the  finger. 
Upon  examination  by  the  eye,  not  the  slightest  deviation  from 
the  nataral  condition  of  the  integument  is  detectable.  The 
pait  is  not  more  warm,  red  or  swollen,  than  the  rest,  yet  the 
patient  shrinks  from  the  slightest  touch* 

**  The  suffering  induced  by  this  extreme  sensibility,  ofte^ 
amounts  to  agony,  but  the  pain  differs  greatly  from  that  ip 
spasmodic  neuralgia.  Thus,  when  it  is  confined  to  one  small 
spot,  giving  rise  to  the  symptom  called  elavus  hystericus^  the 
snfienhg,  undoubtedly,  is  ouen  most  severe,  as  if  a  nail  were 
seaUy  teiog  driven  into  the  part,  faut,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  it 
i/nmattended  by  those  peculiar  spasiiaodic,  electric,  plungesi 
previously  described.  It  will  oe  observed  also  that  the  pain 
IS  seated  in  the  skin,  and  appears  neither  to  course  along  nerves, 
nor  to  start  from  a  focus  m  various  directions.*' 

The  disease  is  not,  of  course,  confined  to  the  female  sex ; 
and  in  regard  to  loeaiionj  it  will  be  found  most  frequent  about 
the  head ;  below  the  left  mamma ;  region  of  the  stomach  and 
spleen;  descending  colon  and  left  iliac  region;  above  the  pu- 
bis; in  the  region  of  the  kidneys  and  the  addomen  generally; 
oonsse  of  the  uretera ;  lower  dorsal  or  lumbar  vertebriB;  sa.. 
erum;  hip  and  knee  joints. 

These  three  varieties  constitute  the  principle  forms  of 
neuralgia ;  and  in  relation  to  their  essentis^l  characters,  it  may 
be  observed)  that  they  all  belong  to  the  same  family,  and 
their  diversity  depends  mainly,  on  the  diathesis,  or  constitu- 
tional peculiarities,  of.  the  patient.  It  is  highly  important 
to  attend  to  these  distinctioiis,  for  on  them  will  depend,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  a  proper  solution  of  many  anomalons 
symptoms,  and  the  institution  of  a  rational  practice. 

The  next  portion  of  Dr.  Downing's  treatise  is  devoted  to 
tte  causes  (predisposing  and  exeiting)  of  neuralgia ;  on  this 
we  do  not  propose  to  dwell,  further  than  to  enumerate  the 
principal  eowUtions  which  he  regards  as  eflk^ent  in  jKodocing 
the  disease.  And  first,  in  regard  to  o^e,  it  is  found  most  fi^ 
qoently  between  29  and  66  yeers,  being  about  equally  com- 
mon in  each  of  the  ten  years  of  this  period.    In  regard  to 
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9tXj  the  author  thinks  too  much  has  been  conceded  in  favor 
of  females,  although  it  is  probable  that  there  is  a  slight  pre- 
ponderance of  the  disease  in  that  sex.  The  author  adverts  to 
what  he  styles  a  neuralgic  iemperafnent  as  predisposing  to 
the  disease;  by  which  we  are  to  nndentand  a  *< nervous '' 
constitution,  or  one  in  which  the  nervous  function  is  preter* 
naturally  excitable.  Sedentary  habits  and  luxurious  living ; 
hereditary  transmission ;  together  with  all  debilitating  causes^ 
predispose  to  neuralgia. 

The  exciting  causes  are  divided  into  the  local  and  the  di$» 
tant;  or  those  which  act  directly  on  the  nerve,  and  such  as 
influence  it  by  sympathy  with  a  distant  organ.  Among  the 
causes  which  induce  neuralgia  sympathetically,  the  author 
places  first  derangements  of  the  alimentaiy  canal.  The  (pi- 
nions of  Abemethy,  Sir  Charles  Bell,  Sir  B.  Brodie,  Dr. 
James  Johnson  and  others,  are  quoted  in  favor  of  this  view. 
But  the  author  adds: 

'<  These  details  sufficiently  prove  that  disorder  of  the 
primie  vite  may,  and  often  does,  give  rise  to  neuralgia.  They 
also  more  clearly  establish  the  fact  of  the  frequent  connexion 
of  the  two  deransements — of  the  sympathy  existinfi^  between 
the  one  part  of  the  system  and  the  other.  But  tnis  is  all. 
They  by  no  means  prove  that  the  one  is  invariably  dependent 
on  the  other.  I  believe  that  neuralgia  often  exists  without 
abdominal  disturbance ;  and  even  where  there  is  such  disturb- 
ance; it  is  by  no  means  to  be  renrded*always  as  the  exciting 
cause  of  the  pain  in  the  nerve.'" 

There  is  reason  to  believe,  however,  that  neuralgia  is  morlB 
often  dependent  on  gaatro-intestinal  irritation,  than  the  above 
extract  would  indicate.  True,  it  is  not  always  the  source  of 
the  disease;  but,  in  our  opinion,  it  is  so  much  more  firequent- 
ly  than  many  suppose. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  diseases  of  the  bones,  caries  of 
the  teeth,  and  nu^iaria  are  enumerated. 

In  regard  to  the  local  causes,  the  author  makes  the  folio w- 
ing  important  observations : 

<<  One  other  very  interesting  question  remains  to  be  consi- 
dered.  Whether  neuralgic  pains  seated  in  a  particular  Aerve 
or  spot  are  not  due  to  some  local  determinant  cause  ?    I  am 


fitmly  of  opinion  that  they  are.  In  moet  of  those  cases 
where  the  pains  are  pefsifilent-^not  flying:  and  erratic,  but  fix- 
ed for  years  to  one  place — some  such  cause  exists^  although 
it  may  be  impossible  always  to  demonstrate  it.  Why  should 
otherwise  the  pain  be  determined  to  one  particular  part  ? 
Why  should  one  nerve,  or  branch  of  a  nerve,  be  selected  (so 
to  speak)  to  bear  the  anguish?  Possibly  it  is  often  but  a  tri- 
vial agent  that  eives  the  pain  localization,  when  the  neuralgic 
diathesis  is  established,  as  the  slightest  chill  or  draught  of  cold 
air  is  sufficient  to  direct  rheumatisin  to  the  shoulder,  the  back, 
or  the  scalp,  when  the  blood  is  inflamed.  Often  may  the 
local  predisposition  be  traced  to  an  accident  that  has  occurred 
long  hefore,  all  recollection  of  which  is  foigotten,  until 
.brought  to  mind  by  close  inquiry  and  questioning.'' 

The  author  enumerates  *  noany  causes  which  may  set  up 
local  irritation,  and  thus  establish  neuralgia. 

We  are  next  introduced  to  a  consideration,  of  the  |»r(Krima/e 

causes  of  neuralgia,  in  which  the  author  reviews  the  doctrine 

of  the  ancients  which  attributed  it  to  acrid  matter  poured  out 

around  the  nerve ;  the  doctrine  of  its  inflammatory  origin ; 

of  its  dependence  on  hypenemia  during  a  paroxysm;,  and 

organic  changes  (tumors  &c.)  in  the  nerves  themselves^    But 

it  is  justly  observed  that  neuralgia  often  exists  without  any  sign 

of  local  lesion,  so  that  these  hypotheses  cannot  be  regarded 

as  established. 

The  following  paragraphs  w'}il  exhibit,  to  the  reflecting 

mind,  a  very  clear  view  of  the  subject  r 

<<  In  speculating  uDon  the  nature  of  this  derangement,  the 
important  fact  should  never  be  lost  sight  of,  that  neuralgia, 
although  generally  a  eonstUutioncd,  is  sometimes  strictly  a 
local  disorder.  The  former  Is  indicated  l^the  neuralgic  dia- 
diesis, — a  cettsiD  disturbance  of  the  system,  by  which  it  is 
tendered  more  irritable, — ^nd  by  the  pains  being  erratie, 
shifting  their  position  repeatedly  without  obvious  cause;  the 
latter  is  marked  by  a  perminence  and  persistence  of  the  suf- 
fering, its  recurring  constantly  in  the  same  nerve,  and  its 
being  produced  by  a  topical  excitant.  Possibly  the  fiinction 
of  tike  painful  nerve  is  similariy  affected  in  both  cases.  There 
is  probably  th^  same  local  disturbaiice ;  but.  the  sooices  of  ir- 
ritation are  evidently  distinct  and  peculiar/' 

In  addition  to  diese  opinions^  the  aaAor  refisci  to  Fotbei^ 
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plW  riogBlar  viewi^  that  neoralgift  depends  on  a  caneenui 
iliathesis ;  and  to  Dr.  Maccnlloch's  theoiy  that  it  is  a  ynxu/ty 
of  intermittent  diseasie.  Bnt,  however  plausible  this  latter 
.doctrine  may  appear,  it  is  evidently  applicable  only  to  those 
cases  arising  from  malaria. 

Casting  aside  these  theories,  as  inadeqtiate  to  a  just  expla- 
nation of  the  pathology  of  the  cEsease,  the  author  proceeds  to 
inquire^  what  if  the  condition  of  the  nerve  itself  during  a  pa- 
roxysm of  neuralgia?  The  obvious  conclusion  is  that  there 
exists  a  preternatural  local  exaliaiion  offundionj  without 
corresponding  vascular  excitement.  This,  however,  teaches 
nothing ;  it  merely  expresses  a  fact  well  known,  but  makes 
no  advance  towaids  a  solution  of  its  nature.  Perceiving  this, 
the  author  adds  that  the  affection  consists  in  something  more 
than  this ;  and  he  especially  adverts  to  a  *' peculiar  sensation 
of  constriction  or  spasm,"  taking  the  course  of  the  nerve  af- 
fected, and  producing  lines,  as  it  were,  by  the  constriction  of 
fibres. 

<<  It  may  be  doubted  whether  this  motion  arises  entirely 
from  spasm  of  the  small  muscles,  or  even  fibres  of  those  mus- 
ndes,  m  it  does  not  by  any  means<  aiwws  tAe  their  course. 
Can  it  be  produced  through  a  eontraeiiu  action  or  motion  of 
the  nerves  themselves  9  This  question,  wild  as  it  at  first  sight 
appears,  is  yet  deserving  of  some  consideration.  Several 
eminent  physiologists,  with  whom  I  have  conversed,  consider 
it  by  no  means  improbable." 

Still  the  author  is  aivare  that  the  nervous  matter  itself  is 
not,  and  cannot  be,  endowed  with  contractility ;  but  he  infers 
that  the  power  may  reside  in  the  neurilemma;  and  if  so,  the 
contraction  of  the  narve-sbeath  may  so  compress  the  nerve  it'- 
self  as  to  induce  the  most  violent  pain.  In  support  of  this 
opinion  (the  idea  of  which  the  author  says  originated  sponta- 
neously with  himself,)  he  quotes  the  views  of  Sauvages,  and 
Hr,  Joseph  Swan,  the  latter  of  whona  is  decidedly  of  c^inion 
that  nerves  i9  contract    Finally,  tha  author  coocludes  dius : 

<<  Neuralgia,  therefore,  with  these  views,  would  af^ar  to 
depend  essentially  on  a  morbid  exeitabilitjf  of  particular 
iMroet,  or  paitaofMfves,.  leading  to /mo/efiitainf«w/i^ 


^f  tkUrfibnt.  I^oald  bj  nb  m^td  ba  nwimtood  to  pot 
iiBpKcit  faith  io  thu  doctrine,  b«l  submit  it,  with  deferenc^i 
to  the  judgment  of  my  professional  brethren. 

In  relation  to  this  view  of  the  nature  of  neuralgia,  (we  can 
hardly  call  it  paihologj/y)  we  can  only  say  that  it  is  a  mere 
hypothesif^  No  condusiTe  evidence  has  been  adduced  that 
nerves  do  coBitmct»  either  in  their  substance  or  surrounding 
tube-membrane;  indeed,  it  is  clearly  impossible  that  the 
aeurine  itself  eon^  contract;  and  the  nerve4ube,  like  the  ffaKo- 
lemma  of  muscles,  being  a  simple  homogeneous  membrane, 
there  is  not  the  most  remote  probability  that  it  possesses  con- 
tractile properties  in  the  slightest  degree.  And  if  we  could 
admit  the  conjecture  of  Dr.  Downing  we  do  not  perceive  that 
it  would  throw  much,  if  any,  light  on  the  essential  nature  oi 
the  disease;  it  would  only  add  another  phenomenon,  indicative 
of  local  excitement,  but  would  not  reveal  the  actual  conditton 
of  the  nerve.  And,  we  may  add,  that  an  equally  plausible 
conjecture  would  be,  that  the  local  nervous  excitement  is  in 
some  way  associated  with  moUeular  change  in  the  elements 
of  the  nerves,  which  produces  a  paii^ul  condition. 

We  are  of  opinion,  that  (practically  at  least,)  the  most  satis- 
&ctory  light  in  which  we  can  view  neuralgia,  is,  to  regaid 

it  as  associated  with  certain  states  of  the  general  system 

(such  as  the  nervous  or  rheumatic  diathesis);  with  morbid 
states  of  particular  functions  (as  gastrointestinal  derange- 
ment, and  certain  forms  of  hasmatonosus);  and  the  local  influ- 
ence of  certain  exciting  causes.  This  broad  and  general  view 
will  usually  place  us  in  possession  of  the  predisposing  causes  i 
to  which  the  sagacity  of  the  practitioner  must  add  the  exci- 
ting  agents ;  and  thus,  although  we  may  not  ascextain  the 
actnal  state  of  the  nerve  implicated  in  the  pain,  we  may  stitt 
discover  its  causes,  and  thus  be  able  to  remove  them. 

It  is  not  a  little  singular  that  so  acute  an  observer  as  Dr. 
Downing,  should  have  over-looked  blood  disea$»^  as  one  of 
the  causes  of  neuralgia.  We  iisould,  point  to  the  most  induh 
bitable  evidence  in  support  of  this  opinion ;  and,  in  a  practical 
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BepBB  it  poBsesses  the  highest  importance ;  for  ma&y  eases  are 
to  be  relieved-  only  by  addressing  remedies  to  the  blood 
itself. 

The  next  part  of  the  work  is  devoted  to  the  treaimemt  of 
neuralgia ;  and  here  we  shall  find  shadowed  forth  the  author's 
new  treatment,  which  is  announced  in  his  preface. 

In  regard  to  the  indicailont  to  be  fulfilled,  the  author  pre- 
sents the  following  summary : 

<<  We  have  seen  that  tic  dotilouremr  depends  essentially  on 
the  morbid  excitement  of  a  nervei  and  that  this  excitement  is 
both  occasioned  and  augmented  by  a  great  variety  of  distant 
and  local  causes.  ^  The  principles  of  treatment  tnerefore  re- 
solve themselves  into  three  chief  indications: — Ist.  To 
remove  the  predisposing  and  excitmg  causes.  2d.  To  avoid 
all  possible  sources  of  irritation;  3rd.  To  allay  the  morbid 
irritabilihr  of  the  nerve  affected.  To  each  of  these  three 
heads  I  snail  now  particularly  direct  attention." 

We  need  not  pause  to  analyze  what  is  said  in  reference  to 
the  first  and  second  indications,  namely^  the  removal  of  the 
causes,  and  the  avoidance  of  all  possible  sources  of  irritation ; 
for  these  indications  are  too  obvious  to  admit  of  doubt,  and 
have,  moreover,  been  sufficiently  developed,  in  regard  to  their 
actual  nature,  in  connection  with  the  causes  themselves.  It 
only  remains,  therefore,  to  sketch  the  author's  method  of 
treatment. 

'  In  the  first  place,  a  general  view  of  systematic  remedies  is 
given,  in  which  it  is  justly  remarked,  that  there  is  scarcely  a 
drug  that  has  hot  been  resorted  to  in  the  treatment  of  neural- 
gia, and  yet  no  one  has  been  discovered  that  will  cure  all 
eases,  or  even  a  majority  of  them. 

<^Tet  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  several  of  those  reme* 
dies  have  been  often  essentially  serviceable.  It  k  only  when 
ihey  are  exclusively  relied  on  that  they  disappoint  the  hopes 
of  the  medical  practitioner.  They  may  be  divided  into  the 
general  and  the  local ;  or  those  that  act  upon  the  disordered 
Aerve  by  means  of  an  impression  made  upon  the  system,  and 
such  as,  being  apj^lied  directly  to  the  part,  tend  to  allay  at 
once  the  topical  irritation.  Each  class  nas  been  found,  I  be« 
lieve,  nearly  equal  in  efficacy — as  many  cures  have  been 
eflbcted  with  one  set  of  agents  as  the  other.    From  the  views 
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I  entertain  of  the  essential  nature  of  Neuralgia:  I  cannot 
avoid  thinking  that  local  applications  are  too  much  dighted. 
Although  I  would  by  no  means  trust  to  them,  alone,  yet  I  feel 
convinced  that  they  may  always  be  combined .  with  general 
remedies  advantageously:" 

In  the  discussion  of  the  systetnittte  reniedies  which  have 

been  employed  in  the  treatment  of  neuralgia,  the  first  article 

mentioned  is  the  carbonate  of  iron,  in  regard  to  which  the 

writer  says: 

.  ^'One  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  internal  remedies, 
generally  employed  in  tne  treatment  of  neuralgia,  is  the  Ses- 
quicarbonate,  or  Carbonatb  of  Iron.  This  iriedicine  iwts 
•introduced  to  notice  by  a  Mr.  Hutchinson,  of  Southwell.  In 
the  second  edition  of  his  work,  published  in  1822,  many 
cases  are  recorded  of  its  successful  administration.  But,  as 
has  been  acutely  remarked,  those  of  failure  are  not  alluded  tb. 
At  first,  the  greatest  hopes  were  entertained  that  this  prepare* 
tion  of  steel  was  a  real  specific  for  the  tic  douloureux.  Ex- 
perience has  shown,  however,  that  it  cannot  be  depended  on. 
oometimes  it  has  been  eminently  successful ;  at  others,  quite 
useless." 

The  effects  of  bark,  quinipe,  and  arsenic,  are  next  discuss- 
ed, and  their  comparative  merits  contrasted.  The  quinine, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  author,  is  most  efficacious  when  com- 
bined with  a  salt  of  iron.    He  remarks : 

**A  combination  of  this  dru^  with  a  salt  of  iron  will  often 
be  found  to  act  most  beneficially.  A  physician  of  large 
practice  in  this  metropolis  is  in  the  habit,  I  understand,  of 
prescribing  for  his  neuralgic  patients  very  large  quantities  of 
these  medicines — ten  grains  of  quinine  and  five  of  the  sol- 
vate of  iron  every  fourth  hour.  As  such  very  heroic  doses 
are  rarely  well  borne,  I  have  generally  adopted  some  such 
formula  as  the  following,  in  cases  of  neuralgia  attended  with 
debility  and  an  anasmic  condition  of  the  system : — 

8r*  Quininse  Disulphatis,  •  .  .  •  .  gr.  xxiv. 
Ferri  Sulphatisy    .     •     •     .    .     •    •     .  gr.  viij. 

Tinct.  Cinnam.  co 3iij* 

Infns.  Ross Snij. 

Misce,  fiat  mistnra.    Snmat  leger  unciam  bis  terve  die/' 

Arsenic,  which  was  the  sheet  anchor  of  Dr.  MaccuUoch, 
f  regarded  as  especially  beneficial  ia  cases  arising  from  ma- 
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laria.    The  prepofations  adyised  are  the  FowIer^s  sohtioii, 
or  the  following  pit! : 

Br.  Ansenici  AIbi, gr.  j 

Pulv.  Capsici, .     .    .  gr.  v 

Ext.  Gentians,  •    .    .     •    • gr.  v 

M.  ft.  pil.  X. 

Of  these,  one,  afterwards  two,  should  be  taken  three  times 
a  day,  after  meals.  The  sulphate  of  zinc,  so  much  vaunted 
by  Meglin,  has  never  cured  a  case  in  the  hands  of  the  author. 

Sedativesj  the  author  remarks,  have  aot  met  with  much 
Access,  in  his  hands,  and  adds : 

*^  Often,  in  very  severe  cases,  not  the  slightest,  even  tern- 

Somry,  relief  has  followed  the  administration  of  very  consi- 
erable  doses.  The  experience  of  continental  writers  is  to 
the  same  purport.  Still,  as  the  recurrence  of  paroxysms  of 
agony  continually  draws  attention  to  these  agents,  it  will  he 
well  to  consider  which  of  them  are  most  deserving  of  trial 
and  confidence.'^ 

In  making  a  selection  from  the  various  sedatives  and  nar- 
cotics, it  remarked  that  opium  and  morphia  are  about  equal 
in  point  of  efficacy.  Stramonium,  belladonna,  aconite,  hen- 
bane, tobacco  and  Indian  hemp,  do  not  possess  any  reliable 
curative  properties  in  neuralgic  affections. 

The  next  topic  discussed,  is  local  applications.  BlisterSf 
the  author  says,  are  rather  injurious  than  otherwise,  especially 
when  applied  near  the  affected  part,  and  the  same  may  be 
said  of  setons,  issues,  moxas,  stimulating  liniments,  ointment^ 
etc.  In  regard  to  the  topical  application  of  certain  vegetable 
alkaloids,  (veratria,  strychnine,  moiphine,)  the  author  thinks 
only  temporary  advantage  is  gained.  He  admits,  however, 
that  the  endermic  application  of  moiphine,  especially  wheo 
employed  according  to  the  French  methods,  is  sometimes 
highly  beneficial.  One  method  consists  in  detaching  the  cuti- 
cle, by  means  of  a  small  blister,  and  sprinkling  on  the  denu- 
ded surface  one  or  two  grains  of  morphine.  The  second  en- 
dermic method,  (which  the  author  prefers,)  is  that  of  t nocu- 
lotion f  which  is  performed  by  making  a  jNU/e  of  morphine, 
and  introducing  it  under  the  cuticle,  by  means  of  a  lancet. 
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The  paste  maj  be  made  with  water,  alcohol,  or  dlhtle  muri* 
atic  or  acetic  acid. 

The  local  effects  of  chloroform  are  not  deemed  more  than 
ephemeral ;  and  galvanism  is  not  entitled  to  more  confidence. 
Dr.  Corrigan's  thermic  button^  and  Dr.  Day's  thermic  ham-' 
mer^  are  adverted  to,  with  the  remark,  that  they  are  calculated 
to  be  of  use  in  many  cases.  The  opposite  extrenie,  or  be- 
numbing  eold,  is  mentioned  only  to  be  condemned. 

Finding  that  the  numerous  train  of  agents  employed  against 
neuralgia  often  failed,  and  that  after  the  fairest  and  fullest 
trial,  hf  the  ablest  pmctitloners,  the  eooaplaint  frequently  re- 
mained intractable,  the  autfior  deemed  something  new  impe^ 
ratively  demanded,  to  ensure  success.  V(e  shall  permit  him 
to  explain  his  reasons  and  method  in  his  own  language : 

^  From  ooabidering  tic  dooloureux  aa  oflen  a  local  diilea^e, 
depending  on  a  state  of  exeessite  inritabiUt^,  sensibility,  or 
qpasm  of  a  particular  nerve,  and  from  reflecting  upon  its  cau- 
ses, and  observing  tbe  effect  of  topical  sedatives,  I  was  led  td 
the  conclusion  that  the  most  direct  wav  of  quieting  this  stale 
was  by  the  application  of  watmih  and  stdoHtfe  vapor  to  the 
part,  so  as  to  soothe  the  nerves  and  calm  them  into  regular 
action.  For  this  purpose  I  devised  an  aj^ratua  which  an- 
swers the  piurpose  sufficiently  well.  It  is  a  kind  of  fhmigatinff 
instrument,  in  which  dried  herbs  are  bunied,  and  the  heated 
vapor  directed  to  any  part  of  the  body.  ^ 

**  For  a  full  description  and  engraving  of  this  instrument, 
the  reader  is  referred  to  the  broenure.  But  it  may  here  be 
stated  that  it  is  extremely  simple  in  constnicdon,  and  consists 
essentially  of  three  parts,  with  their  media  of  connexion— -n 
€jf Under t  for  igniting  the  vegetaUe  matter ;  htUows^  for  main« 
taining  a  current  of  air  through  the  burning  material ;  and 
tvbts  and  conts  for  directing  and  concentrating  the  stream  of 
vapor. 

<^  The  materials  used  in  this  apparatus  are  chiefly  the  leaves, 
slender  stalks,  and  seeds  of  plants.  Afker  carefully  selecting 
the  herbs,  to  ascertainiheir  eenuineness  and  purity,  they  ave 
thorouf^ly  dried  by  afentle  neat.  Each  lea^  if  it  be  a  large 
one,  is  then  taken  separately  and  rubbed  between  the  han<u, 
so  as  to  break  up  the  parenchyma  into  small  fragments,  from 
which  all  stalks  and  woody  fibre  are  excluded.  The  plants  I 
have  chiefly  eittptoyed  have  been  various  mixtures  of  bella- 
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doDDa,  henbaM,  cannabis  iodica,  tobaecoi  bops,  aconite,  stra* 
monium,  hemlock,  digitalis,  &c.  The  seeds  of  various  herbs 
have  also  been  added  under  certain  circumstances.'^ 

The  object  of  this  mode  of  medication,  isto  produce  a  seda- 
tive influence,  and  the  effects  of  Aeo/,  locally  applied.  The 
following  extract  will  convey  an  accurate  idea  of  the  authors 
views  and  expectations: 

y  The  chief  medicinal  effects  I  have  noticed  in  the  use  of 
this  instrument,  are  those  of  a  sedative  character.  But  its  re- 
medial influence  is  not  alone  confined  to  the  use  of  certain 
herbs.  A  considerable  power  is  attributable  to  the  warm  cur** 
rent  or  intense  heat  generated.  When  the  vegetable  matter  is 
ignited,  and  a  current  of  air  is  made  to  pass  through  the  burn- 
ing mass,  a  small  or  great  degree  of  heat  can  be  produced  at 
pleasure.  Thus,  when  the  hand  is  gently  pressed  upon  the 
bellows,  a  mild,  warm  stream  of  vapor  is  poured  forth, 
which  ma^  act  as  a  douche  to  irritable  parts.  nvtU  by  strong- 
ly and  rapidly  compressing  the  same  receptacle,  the  fire  withm 
the  cylinder  is  urged,  tike  that  of  a  smith's  forge,  and  the  Uast 
becomes  intensely  hot  and  burning.  In  this  way,  any  degree 
of  rubefaction  may  be  effected  on  a  large  or  small  surrace, 
and  by  gradually  augmentinj^  the  temperature,  no  bad  subati- 
tote  for  the  moxa  is  obtained.  Thus  we  may  produce  in  this 
apnaratas  the  effects  of  both  heat  and  medicated  vapor,  and 
eitner  of  these  may  be  employed  singly,  or  combined  together 
in  regulated  proportion." 

We  might  fairly  enough  criticise  the  authors  eonsisteney 

in  reference  to  his  philosophy,  as  previously  advanced,  and  the 

plan  of  treatment  here  set  forth*    It  will  be  remarked  that  he 

yeiy  strenuously  objected  to  blisters,  and  local  excitants,  on 

the  ground  that  they  often  aggravated  the  disease ;  but  now 

we  find  him  advocating  the  application  of  the  strongest  currents 

of  heat,  and  ascribing  to  that  method  very  valuable  influences. 

But  we  are  not  disposed  to  hold  him  to  a  very  strict  line  of 

accountability ;  for  in  a  disease  so  confessedly  obscure,  we 

need  not  be  sniprieed  if  th^onf  and  poctice  are  occasionally 

found  at  variance;  and,  more  especial,  will  we  be  the  less 

inclined  to  find  fault  with  the  consistency  of  the  writer,  if  he 

qan  establish  that  his  new  method  possesses  any  superior 

claims  to  confidence.  In  regard  to  its  success, 


^<  Of  the  praeUeai  working  of  this  r^nedy  I  have  now  had 
ample  experieoyce.  It  has  been  tried  in  a  considerable  luini-^ 
ber  of  cases,  more  especially  since  the  publication  of  my  pre- 
vious work  on  the  subject.  Several  times  I  have  been  fortu- 
nate enough  to  core  the  complaint,  even  when  severe  and 
chronic,  by  its  employment  iJdne,  without  giving  the  patient 
any  internal  reme<qr.  More  often  I  have  brou^t  it  in  aid, 
as  a  local  agent,  of  the  approved  resources  of  meaiclne.  And 
this  I  have  observed,  that  when  the  administration  of  drugs 
by  the  stomach,  in  full  and  persevering  doses,  bias  failed  alto- 
gether in  producing  a  specific  efiect  in  allaying  the  local 
nervous  excitement,  the  continued  auxiliary  use  of  this  medi- 
cated vapor  has  brought  about  a  speedy  cure.  And  in  this 
way,  with  proper  limitation,  I  would  recommend  its  future 
employment.  After  the  removal  of  the  exciting  causes  as  far 
as  practicable,  the  secretions  should  be  thorouml^  corrected, 
and  the  constitution  invigorated  by  diet  and  medicme.  When 
by  these  means  the  disorder  becomes  localized — consists 
merely  of  local  nervous  excitement — ^the  sedative  vapor  may 
be  employed  with  the  greatest  advantage.  It  is  hot  by  any 
means  an  infallible  specific  for  neoralgia,  nor  is  it  applicable 
to  all  cases ;  but  with  discrimination  and  management  it  will 
be  found  a  valuable  adjunct  to  our  remedial  agents.  It  is  satis^ 
&ctory  to  add,  that  no  ill  effect  has  ever  followed  its  admin- 
istration.'^ 

We  must  here  close  our  extracts.  The  remainder  of  the 
work  is  occupied  in  considering,  more  in  detail,  the  different 
species  of  neuralgia,  a  narration  of  cases,  and  the  effects  of 
remedies.  In  these  pages  many  interesting  details  are  given, 
and  important  facts  mentioned  f '  but  they  are  all  based  on  the 
general  principles  already  mentioned,  and  it  would  not  repay 
the  labor  of  further  analysis. 

We  have  thus  given  an  analyns  of  the  most  interesting 
portion  of  Dr.  Downing's  book,  which  we  trust  will  be  found 
useful  to  those  who  have  not  access  to  the  book  itself.  Onr 
object  has  been  to  present  a  mere  analysis,  and  not  a  eritical 
review,  for  the  latter  in^ld  not  only  have  occupied  too  much, 
^ace,  but  would  have  had  the  effect  to  lesson  the  weight  of 
ttie  authors  opinions,  by  attempts  to  controvert  their  correct- 
ness. As  it  is,  Dr.  Downings  views  are  placed  before  our 
readers,  and  each  one  can  form  his  own  conclusions ;  we  have 
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oifered  only  a  few  remailts,  contrary  to  those  of  the  author. 
On  the  whole,  we  regard  this  work  as  one  of  rery  considera- 
ble value.  It  emanates  from  one  evidently  of  enlarged  vie  ws, 
dear  and  impartial  reasonings  and  a  juat  aj^eciation  of  reme* 
dies ;  and  although  we  should  disseat  from  many  of  the  au- 
thors assumptions,  we  are  free  to  say  that  the  practitioner  will 
derive  great  advantage  from  its  perusal,  and  doubtless  find  his 
views  enlarged,  and  means  of  cure  greatly  multiplied. 


ENGLAND. 


CAHOaUM    ORIS. 

Dr.  P.  Herbert  Barker,  records  in  the  Primntial  Medical 
Jaumaly  a  ease  of  cancrum  oris,  following  an  attaok  of  the 
tjrphus  fever,  which  had  prevailed  in  the  ihmily.  The  author 
makes  the  following  remarks  on  the  case  : 

Rtmarks. — This  case  corresponds  with  the  second  varietv 
of  cancram  oris  described  by  Dr.  Cuming  in  the  fourtn 
yohime  of  the  <^  Dublin  Hospital  Reports^*'  and  is  interesting 
in  consequence  of  the  extent  of  the  disease,  and  of  the  ne- 
crosis  and  separation  of  bone,  followed  by  recovery.  Dr. 
Cuming  says,  that  in  every  instance  that  he  had  met  with^ 
this  disease  had  occurred  when  the  constitution  had  been  de« 
bilitated  by  the  existence  of  previous  and  protracted  disease* 
Dr.  Marsliall  Hall  also  states,  in  the  fifteenth  volume  of  the 
Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  that  in  all  the 
cases  which  had  come  to  his  ^oWled^e,  it  had  been  preceded 
by  fever,  acute  disorder  of  the  digestive  organs,  typhus,  in- 
ftmimation  of  the  lungs,  variola,  rebeola,  or  scarlatina,  and 
Beards  it  as  a  consequence  of  the  exhaustion^  debility,  or  irrir 
tation  produced  by  previous  disease. 

**  In  conseauence  of  some  resemblance  of  these  cases  to  the 
ulceration  and  inflammation  of  the  nptbuth  produced  by  mer- 
cury, they  have  frequentiy  been  attributed  to  the  admimstra*' 
tioa  of  tmtt  drug;  but  from  the  number  of  cases  wiiioh  hav» 
oeeuPTsd  where  merouiy  had  not  beea  giveo^  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  there  is  not  necessarily  any  conneolion  between  tb^ 


^pgtu^  of  MeiMM.  M 

tro,  mmI  eeitaiiilj  this  remedy  had  not  been  used  in  vay  form 
in  the  cases  ander  mr  ootioe.  It  may  be  remarked,  thiat  cuh 
iMm  oris  is  oonfineo  to  one  side  of  the  &oe,  wheieas^  from 
the  use  of  mercory,  the  enms  of  both  jaws  are  affected,  aa 
well  as  on  both  sides.  The  fcstor,  too,  ptoddeed  hjr  mercoij, 
is  Tery  different  from  the  highly  oflfensive  and  putrid  odor  of 
iHatiorom  oris-*-a  diflbrencd  readily  recognised  by  any  one  who 
has  noticed  the  fcBtor  from  bodi  causes. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  of  cancrum  oris  I  have  nothing 
more  to  state,  than  that  I  am  inclined  rather  to  have  resource 
to  fomentations,  poirittces,  and  the  nitrate  of  silver,  than  to 
the  strong  acids  which  have  been  reoommeaded  by  som^  pra^ 
titidnera.  Inlemally  the  cordial  ud  tonic  plan  of  treatmelit 
is  clearly,  indicated. 

OVABIAN  ABSOSSS. 

Dr.  Wm.  Davis,  of  Bath,  exhibited  to  the  Bath  and  Bri». 
UA  society,  a  diseased  ovary  which  contained  a  large  o&f  eesau 
The  patient,  a  prostitute,  SI  years  old,  was  attacked  on  the 
Tth  of  September  and  diisd  on  the  18th.  The  first  symptom! 
were  severe  pain  in  the  abdomen,  rigors,  vomiting,  and  con- 
stipation. The  (luMnom  was  uncertain ;  bat  a  fiost-mortem 
examination  reveated  a  large  abscess  on  the  right  ovar^, 
which  had  evacuated  its  contents  (aboot  tkree  pints  of  pnii- 
foim  ftrid),  into  the  sac  of  the  peritoneum,  causing  intense 
peritonitis.  The  aoOior  concludes  with  the  following  remarks : 

JRemark$. — Abscess  of  the  ovary  is  a  somewhat  rare  a£> 
footion,  and  when  it  does  occnr,  nature  is  generally  too  wise 
and  too  carefol  to  allow  such  an  accident  as  the  one  I  have 
alluded  to  to  happen.  Most  frecjuently  the  serous  covering  of 
the  ovary  becomes  inflamed  dlmng  the  progress  of  the  case^ 
and  adhesion  takes  place  between  it  and  soine  neighboring 
part,  by  which,  when  the  abscess  does  burst,  the  pus  is  pre- 
vented from  making  its  way  into  the  general  peritoneal  cavity. 

As  to  the  diaanosis  in  this  case,  it  was  veiy  clear  that  we 
had  one  or  two  tnii^  to  deal  with-*^ither  peritoneal  inflam*- 
mation  or  obrtruction  of  the  bowels,  most  likeiy  ileus.  The 
history  of  the  case,  such  as  could  be  obtained,  rather  [mnled 
towards  the  latter  conclusion.  There  had  been  no  action  of 
the  bowels  during  four  dbi^s.  The  attack  had  commenced 
with  much  pain  and  vomiting.  When  first  seen  by  me  theifc 
was  no  remarkable  tenderness  on  pressure,  while  there  was 

Cat  distention  of  the  belly.  '  Under  these  som^hat  donbb* 
ctrcnmaimnces  the  caslor  oil  sad  the  ebema  winre  oideted, 
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mhereBB^  had  I  been  sare  that  I  had  a  case  of  uiimfxed  peri- 
Gonitis  ito.  contend  against,  I  shoold  have  commenced  the 
opium  trealiment  at  oiice,  urithout  any  attempt  to  act  on  the 
bowels.  Any  fonn  of  blood-Iettinff  seemed  out  of  the  ques* 
lion ;  besides  which,  had  there  been  more  vital  power,  the 
period  for  the  advantageous  use  of  that  remedy  had,  in  a  great 
measure,  passed  away,  as  indeed  had  all  hope  of  a  fiivorabh 
termination  from  any  Und  of  treatment 

1 

TBBATlfXirT  OF  ANBUBI8K  BY  COMPBBSSIOIf* 

The  following  case,  contributed  by  Mn  Stanley  Ward,  to 
the  Med.  Timei  and  Gczttttj  aiTords  another  illustration  of 
the  success  of  this  method.  The  caise  was  one  of  popliteal 
aneurism.    The  writer  thus  narrates  the. treatment. 

The  compression  plan  was  systematically  commenced  on 
the  seventh  day  after  the  admission  of  the  patient,  who  had 
been  fmviously  instructed  in  its  nattire,  and  the  mode  of  car- 
lying  it  out.  Prior  also  to  the  instruments  being  used,  the 
mattran,  sheets,  and  pillows  on  which  the  patient  lay  were 
firmly  fixed  to  the  bed^frame^  and  the  square  pad  on  which 
the  left  limb,  in  a  state  of  partial  flexion  and  aDdnction,  was 
placed,  was  also  fixed;  ana  at  the  bottom  of  the  bed,  a  large 
pillow  was  secured  by  bandages,  and  served  as  ^wnntdi 
mpui  for  the  rieht  fodi,  so  tha^  by  this  means,  any  gliding  of 
the  body  could  be  avoided ;  a  large  cradle,  finally,  was  placed 
:over  the  body,  in  order  that  the  bed  clodies  should  hot  inteiw 
fere  with  the  proper  action  of  the  instruments.  One  drachm 
of  acetate  of  potash  was  ordered  to  be  taken  three  times  daily, 
and  the  patieiit  was  placed  on  middle  diet  without  beer,  and 
was  requested  to  drink  as  little  as  possible.  The  hair  was 
shaved  from  off  the  skin  over  the  pubis,  and  the  integument 
dusted  over  with  flour. 

A  variable,  and  occasionally  interrunted,  amount  of  pressure 
was  maintained  for  eight  days,  through  the  medium  of  a  four 
pound  meat  weight  (acting  on  a  common  toumiqnet  pad^  to 
the  groin ;  and  a  clamp  at  the  thigh,  applied  ^  two  distmd 
parts,  the  one  two  inches  above  the  upper  boundary  of  the  an- 
eurism, and  the  other  a  little  higher.  The  weight  of  the 
min  and  the  clamp  were  alternately  had  recourse  to*  The 
lormer  was  kept  on  sometimes  for  one  hour,  at  others  for 
half  an  hour,  and  prior  to  its  being  removed  the  clamp  was 
adjusted,  and  was  kept  on  for  a  period  ranging  from  nve  to 
fifteen  minutes. 

During  these  eight  days  the  patient  slept  at  intervals  four  or 
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live  hours  each  night,  the  pressure  of  course,  being  not  so  uni« 
formly  kept  iq>  as  during  the  day,  but  the  same  method  being 
followed  out  as  far  as  posaibie.  As  the  man  regulated  the  ap^ 
^ioation  of  the  instruments  almost  entirely  himself,  the 
amount  of  amio]ranoe  froin  the  ^nessure  was  soon  .toleeated« 
He  found  the  application  of  the  weight  mudi  more  agreeablci 
than  the  clamp.  . 

On  the  fourth  day  after  the  use  of  Uie  instruments,  a  small 
superficial  vessel  could  be  detected  pulsating  along  the  inner 
border  of  the  patella ;  and  on  the  fifth  and  sixth  the  man  had 
a  sensation  of  pins  and  needles  over  the  upper  part  of  the  tm 
mour,  which  had  become  much  harder  and  oiminished  in  siae^ 
and  sensibly  hotter  to  the  hand  than  the  surrounding  parls^ 
The  pulsation  on  the  sixth  day  was  just  perceptible,  and,  on 
auSQultation,  only  an  impulse,  like  the  first  sound  of  the  hearty 
but  much  more  feeble,  was  detected.  On  the  seventh  day 
the  hair  was  again  removed  from  the  groin  and  middle  of  the 
thi^hy  and  on  the  eighth  day  the  pulsation  in.  the  aneurisoti 
had  entirely  ceased.  Between  the  fiflh  and  ei^th  day  fout 
or  five  small  vessels  were  detected  pulsating  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  patella.  On  the  ninth  day  after  the  aneiirism  was 
oared,  another  small  seperficial  vessel  was  observed  running 
over  its  centre.  The  pressure  was  continued  for  a  week  after 
all  pulsation  in  the  tumour  had  ceased,  and  the  patient  became 
an  out-patient  in  the  beginning  of  July,  having  been  in  the 
hospital  fifty-two  dajrs.  There  was  a  sood  deal  of  oedema  of 
the  leg  when  the  patient  went  out,  but  this  gradually  subsided 

after  careful  bandaging. 

•  ■  *  '     >. 

£PITHXTIAL  OANGKR*  . 

The  Medical  Times  and  Gazette^  for  Oct.  16th,  offers  thq 
following  valuable  remarks  on  the  subject  otJEjpUhelial  Cancer: 

The  question  as  tp  whether  those  morbid  growths  which 
are  characterised  by  an  epithelial  structure  should  be  consid-* 
ered  as  '^ cancroid'^  only,  or  classed  with  the  true  cancers,  is^ 
we  think,  as  far  as  English  pathologists  are  concerned,  almost 
set  at  rest.  It  is  generally  admitteo^  that,  for  the  sake  of  pre-i 
casiom  of  language,  the  term  ^^  cancroid "  should  be  strictly 
limited  to.  those  diseases  which,  resembling  cancer  strongly  ii^ 
^eir  progress  and  more  prominent  features,  yet  differ  from  it, 
in  presenting  no  microscopic  peculiarity  of  structure*  Of 
these,  a  considerable  and  important  class  exists  but  the  diag- 
nosis of  them,  and  of  all  normal  structures,  from  tb^  epithelial 
disease,  id,  by  the  aid  of  the  microscope,  perfectly  easy.    In 
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the  Iflttdr  BfbdAotkf  the  essential  qnallties  of  alsiigBBU^  ait 
also  well«marked«  It  rarely,  if  evtr^  fails  to  reappear  after 
exri8ioii-»-forni8  frequeiitly  a  well-defined  and  ciroumeoribed 
tumor,  quite  indistinot  from  mere  induratioBe  of  the  natural 
structures,"— ^eads,  either  by  'Infihration  or  direct  growth^ 
into  the  surrounding  parts,  witfitat  respect  to  the  chamoter  of 
the  invaded  tissue, — affects  the  neighboring  lymphatic  glandit 
induces  an  extreme  constitutional  cachexia,  and,  sooner  or  la- 
ter, almost  invariably  destrojrs  the  life  of  the  sufferen  In 
motet  of  these  re^ieots,  it  diiflers  very  materially  from  ^Hsan* 
croid"  ulcerations^  while  it  exhibits  a  close  similarity  to 
scirrhous  and  medullary  canoeih.  In  many  cases  its  course  as 
completed,  and  the  fatal  termination  achieved,  <}uite  as  rapid* 
ly  as  is  usual  in  either  of  the  latter^  Those  forms  of  it,  how- 
ever, which  appear  to  be  dependent  in  some  wav  on  the  apfrii» 
cation  of  peculiar  imtaote  to  the  skin,  are  usually  much  more 
chronic,  and,  when  removed  by  operation,  frequently  permit 
the  patient  to  remain  for  years  without  a  relapse;  ra^  oven 
in  these,  slthourii  the  constitutional  taint  is  apparently  com* 
paratively  slight  permanent  cures  very  rarely,  if  ever,  occur* 
It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that,  owing  to  .the  neglect  of  th^ 
use  of  the  microscope,  many  cases  have  been  clawed  as  osa- 
cerous,  and  vaunted  as  cures,  which  were,  in  reality,  only 
^  cancroid." 

Mr.  Bowman's  netd  Operation  for  the  Division  and  Removal 
of  False  Membrane  or  Opaque  Capsule  from  the  axis  of 
Vision. 

A  new  and  very  simple  method  of  effecting  the  above  object 
has  been  recently  introdue^  by  Mr*  Bowman,  and  been  at- 
tended with  complete  success.  It  is  well  known  how  tough 
and  resisting  these  bands  and  portions  of  membrane  often 
prove,  so  that  a  cutting  needle  fails  to  divide  or  tear  them, 
though  it  may  drag  them  from  one  side  of  the  pupil  to  the 
other,  the  structure  yielding  to  a  certain  extent,  ana  then  ra> 
turning  to  its  place  on  the  withdmwal  of  the  instrument.  The 
iris  and  ciliary  body  to  which  these  membranes  are  usuallr 
attached,  are  liable  to  be  stretched  and  injured  undeff  su» 
handling,  and  we  have  even  seen  the  iris  detached  from  iti 
ciliary  connexions ;  serious  inflammation  is  also  prone  to  foU 
low  the  operation. 

The  peculiarity  of  Mr.  Bowman's  method  consists  in  the 
use  of  two  ordinary  cataract  needles  simultaneously.  They 
are  introduced  through  diffbtent  points  in  the  cornea  down  to 


the  band  of  iwmbrane,  (md  their  points  hmn^  entered  it  at 
.the  same  or  neighboring  situations,  aa  convenient,  are  then 
aerated,  tearing  it  across,  and  carrying  it  in  two  fragments 
io  opposite  sides  of  the  pupil.  Thus  there  is  no  drag  put 
upon  the  vascular  parts,  and  ithe  only  tissues  touched  are  the 
cornea  and  the  obaque  meaibrane  itself.  One  needle  may  be 
made  to  fiimish  a  fixed  point  of  resistance  from  which  the 
other  cam  act  with  advantage.  During  the  last  ten  days  this 
nieUiod  of  operatinff  has  Men  succesuiill^  adopted  in  seven 
instances,  three  of  them  were  cases  in  which,  after  the  remo- 
vals of  the  lens  by  drilling,  the  pupil  still  continued  closed  hj 
&Ise  membrane ;  and  in  the  other  four  the  sight  was  more  or 
less  interfered  with  by  bands  of  l^mph  or  tough  obaque  cap- 
.aule  passing  across  the  axis  of  vision  oehind  the  iris. 

FRANCE. 

JEicaUer's  Proeuding  in  A$pl^xia  from  th§  InhalaUon  ^f 

CkkfQjorm* 

Professor  Rigaud  relates  in  the  Abeille  M^teaU  of  Nov. 
8d,  1861,  the  following  case: 

Six  months  ago  I  was  going  to  operate  upon  a  woman  for 
a  tumor  in  her  breast,  ami  caused  her  to  take  chloroform. 
After  a  few  inspirations  the  pulsation  ceased  suddenly,  and 
ihe  patient  gave  no  sign  of  life.  The  chloroform  was  imme- 
diately removed,  cold  water  thrown  into  the  fece  of  the  wo- 
man, and  friotioiiii  made  over  various  parts  of  her  body.  After 
two  minutes,  which  seemed  so  many  lon^  hours,  these  ma- 
noeuvres produced  a  few  feeble  contractions  of  the  heart, 
which  soon  ceased  again,  and  were  not  accompanied  by  a 
single  wpearence  of  respiration.  In  this  fatal  condition  it 
occurred  to  me  to  resort  to  the  treatment  of  Dr.  Escalier.  I 
•  mtroduced  my  right  index  finger  into  the  mouth  of  the  asphyx- 
,  led  patient,  niade  it  pass  alone  the  base  of  the  tonsue,  and  lift 
the  epiglotis.  Then  I  pulira  the  tonj^  out  of  her  mouth. 
This  rapid  motion  caused  an  inspiration,  which  I  made  use 
o^  to  let  her  inhale  Ammonia.  But  as  soon  as  I  let  go  the 
tongue  it  slipped  back,  and  the  respiration  ceased  agam.  I 
repened  the  same  msncsuvre,  and  produced  again  respiration. 
But  this  time  I  retained  the  tongue  outside  of  the  mouth,  and 
respimtion  continued  to  go  6n,  after  which,  the  woman  reco- 
vered very  soon,  and  all  functions  resumed  their  nornnl  ae- 
tidns.  Then  I  made  the  intended  operation,  Without  chloro- 
ftrm,  and  eveiy&ing  went  perfectly  well.  I  have  no  doubt, 
that  in  this  casd,  the'  life  wae  savedi  by  the  treat&ient  reeom! 
mended  by  Dr.  Escalier. 


84  Progress  of  MiuUciHe. 

On  the  Htrediiariness  of  Pthvsis. — Dr.  Hervienx'  object 
is  to  contribute  some  facts  towards  the  solution  of  the  ques- 
tion, as  to  the  mode  in  which  tubercles  are  propagated  trom 
Brent  to  child,  and  at  what  period  these  become  developed, 
e  quotes  the  results  of  711  autopsies  made  at  the  Hospital 
des  Enfans  Troinrees.  Of  this  number,  about  400;iitrere  less, 
and  300  more  than  16  days  old.  Of  the  711,  tubercles  were 
only  found  in  32;  a  fact  sufficiently  remai^abte  for  those  who 
know  the  frequency  with  which  tubercles  occurin  young  chil- 
dren. But  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  these  32  cases  are  not 
equally  distribnted  among  the  711  children;  and  the  chief 
vsilue  of  the  present  communication  lies'  in'its  insisting  upon 
this  distinction.  Thus  among  the  four  huddred  children  who 
had  not  passed  their  fifteenth  day,  tubercles  were  only  found 
in  2 ;  one  11  and  the  other  13  days  old.  In  the  other  800 
children  they  were  found  30  times— viz :  8  times  in  children 
from  16  days  to  one  year ;  8  times  in  from  1  to  2  years ;  10 
times  in  from  2  to  3  years ;  and  4  times  in  from  3  to  6  years, 
(very  few  children  above  3  years,  being,  hoWever,  received 
into  the  infirmary.)  Examining  the  distribution  of  the  cases 
which  occur  between  fifteen  days  and  oiie  year,  we  fimi  none 
prior  to  the  4th  month ;  1  at  the  4th,  1  at  the  6th^  2  ai  the  9th, 
S  at  the  1 1th,  and  2  at  the  12lb .  Thus  the  rarity  of  taberctes 
in  infants  extends  not  only  to  the  first  fortnight  but  the  fiM 
four  month»— Hhe  parent  evidently  only  transmitting  the  pre- 
disposition to  the  disease.  And  if  in  an  hospital,  where  ao 
many  causes  of  insalubriety  prevail,  this  immunity  extends  for 
four  or  five  months,  it  may,  m  private  practice,  be  expected  to 
be  still  longer,  during  which  period  we  have  the  ooportunity^f 
employing  prophylactic  agents. — Bnv.  Med.  Ch%r.y  vol.  xt. 
p.  231. 

New  Mode  oj  Operating  on  Varicose  Veins. — The  ditt- 
cnlty  which  usually  occurs  in  operating  for  this,  in  securing 
die  two  ends  of  the  artery,  while  the  veins  are  incessantly  pour- 
ing out  Uood,  induced  M.  Malgaigne  to  tir  a  dew  plan  of 
procedure,  by  which  openingthe  sac,  or  the  integuments  cov* 
erinff  it,  might  be  avoided.  The  case  was  an  aneurism  result- 
ing from  venesection,  performed  ten  or  twelve  weeks  oefore*. 
A  small  pulsatory  tumor  existed  at  the  bend  of  the  arm,  wUch 
caused  little  inconvenience.  The  artery  was  taken  up,  bjr 
means  of  two  separate  incisions;  just  belbw  and  just  above  the 
tnmor,  and  the  cure  was  rapid  and  complete,  sd  Aat  when 
the  patient  was  seen  seven  months  afterwards,  no  traces  of  lilia 
aneurism  could  be  discovered. — B$v..Med:  Chi.  tom.  ix.p. 
166.  I     -M  .r.l 
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BUREAU    OF    STATISTICS. 

We  have  before  us  the  remarks  of  Dr.  John  L.  Vattier,  of  Ham* 
ilton  county,  on  the  bill  now  pending  in  the  Senate  of  Ohio,  to 
establish  a  Bureau  of  Statistics  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  Office. 
The  subject  is  ably  and  lucidly  discussed  by  Dr.  Vattier,  and  can 
hardly  fail  to  convince  the  Senate  of  the  importance  of  the  measure. 

In  its  general  relations,  (embracing  the  resources  of  commerce* 
agriculture,  manufactures,  Ac.,)  the  subject  is  of  the  highest  im- 
portance to  every  statesman,  philanthropist,  and  citizen ;  but  our 
remarks,  and  the  extracts  from  the  document  before  us,  will  be 
limited  to  the  bearing  of  statistics  on  medical  science,  and  public 
health. 

The  great  value  of  statistics  bearing  on  the  health  of  communi* 
ties  and  countries,  is  now  fully  comprehended  by  the  most  enligh- 
tened and  scientific  nations ;  and,  indeed,  we  might,  with  justice 
say,  that  the  progress  of  this  department  is  a  fair  measure  of  the 
actual  ^tate  of  science  of  any  country  or  people.  The  particular 
subjects  which  interest  communities  are,  registration  of  marriages, 
births  and  deaths;  and  although  every  statesman,  and  almost 
every  citizen,  is  prepared  to  admit  their  importance,  yet,  paradoxi- 
cal it  may  appear,  ItgiihUon  have  not  responded  in  many  of  the 
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States,  to  the  sentimenU  so  universally  entertained,  especially  by 
medical  men.     On  this  point,  Dr.  Vattier  justly  remarks : 

"  Registration  of  marriages,  births  and  deaths,  has  not  received 
in  our  country  that  attention  its  importance  deserves.  The  atten- 
tion of  our  people  is  so  much  absorbed  in  pursuits  of  industry  that 
promise  an  accumulation  of  wealth,  that  little  attention  is  paid  to 
matters  connected  with  social  rights  and  human  life.  The  object 
of  registration,  to  be  well  understood,  should  be  carefully  consi- 
dered in  all  its  besrings  upon  the  personal  and  physical  welfare, 
and  the  moral  elevation  of  man. 

Without  entering  into  detail,  it  may  be  briefly  remarked,  that 
registration  is  designed  to  accomplish  several  important  purposes: 

1st.  To  preserve  facts  concerning  the  personal  history  of  indi- 
viduals. 

2d.  To  preserve  facta  concerning  the  physical  conflition  of 
communities. 

8d.  To  influence  and  improve  the  moral  condition  of  the  people. 

4th.  It  will  ultimately  lead  to  the  diminution  of  disease  and  the 
extension  of  life. 

5th.  It  will  lead  to  a  diminution  of  poverty  and  an  increase  of 
the  wealth  of  the  people. 

6th.  It  will  lead  to  the  diminution  of  crime,  and  to  the  moral 
improvement  and  elevation  of  man." 

In  relation  to  the  hygienic  precautions,  and  sanatory  laws  ob* 
larved  by  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Romans,  the  following  remarks 
are  made : 

.  "  Greece,  at  the  height  of  her  civilfzatton,  had  her  sanitary 
lawi ;  the  Spartans  paid  great  attention  to  the  physical  education 
of  youths  of  both  sexes ;  they  were  trained  to  temperance  and  ath- 
letic exercises.  Plato  and  Aristotle  were  of  opinion  that  no  city 
could  exist  without  a  sanitary  system,  and  Demosthenes  served  as 
a  health  officer.  Hippocrates,  the  "  Father  of  Medicine,"  consi- 
dered a  knowledge  of  the  causes  of  disease  essential  to  the  physi- 
cian, and  when  asked,  "  who  is  the  physician  who  is  an  honor  to 
his  profession*"  he  replied :  **  He  who  has  merited  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  the  public  by  profound  knowledge,  long  expe- 
rience, consumate  integrity ;  wno  has  been  led  through  the 
whole  circle  of  the  sciences  ;  who  has  a  due  regard  to  the  seasons 
of  the  year,  and  the  diseases  which  they  ara  observed  to  produce- 
to  the  states  of  the  wind  peculiar  to  each  country,  and  tao,  quality 
of  the  waters — who  marks  carefully  the  locality  of  towns,  and  of 
the  surrounding  country,  whether  they  are  low  or  high,  hot  or  cold, 
wet  or  dry  ;  who  moreover  neglects  not  to  mark  the  diet  and  regi- 
men of  the  inhabitants,  and,  in  a  word,  all  the  causes  that  may 
pvoduce  diaoider  ia  the  animal  ecoaomy." 
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Hippocratas  flP^nt  a  great  pM  6f  his  life  In  ezpleiing  the  Gto* 
cian  Mas,  and  or  the  Archipelago^  in  relation  to  tke  health  of  tha 
inhabitanta.  Hia  labora  in  tracing  nature,  and  in  obeerving  and 
vecoiding  facta  ioterpteted  by  her,  haa  stamped  immortality  npon 
hia  name  and  writinga. 

The  Romans,  however,  were  the  moat  sagacioaa,  and  legislated 
moat  in  relation  to  these  matdteis.  They  were  practically  mastera 
of  the  subject.  They  stopped  at  nothing  to  protect  the  pnhlie 
health.  Pliny  wrote  to  Trajan  in  relation  to  a  fistid  stream  diat 
passed  through  Amastris,  as  though  it  were  an  affair  of  State,  so 
important  did  he  consider  it. 

The  rules  and  regulationay  and  all  the  operations  for  the  protec* 
tion  of  health  in  Rome,  were  of  a  very  peremtory  character  and  al* 
lowed  no  minor  interests  to  interfere  with  them.  The  Censors  who 
at  different  periods  had  charge  of  the  buildings  and  apparatus  for 
the  removal  of  impurities,  weire  invested  with  great  powers,  and 
derived  a  corresponding  dignity  from  them. 

The  arrangements  for  supplying  the  houses  of  Rome  with  water 
were  most  minute.  So  strict  were  they,  that  from  the  time  the 
foundation  of  a  city  was  laid,  to  thai  of  the  aen:th  otitM  greatneea^ 
it  would  seam  that  nothing  was  permitted  to  take  a  shape  Uiat 
might  render  it  a  harbor  for  diseases  or  crime.  And  it  is  to  this 
vigilant  forethouaht  that  in  the  absence  of  other  oiganiaing  agen> 
cies  we  may  attribute  the  success  with  which  that  remarkaUe  peo«> 
pie  preserved  social  order.*' 

The  following  statements,  contained  in  the  remarks  before  usb 
convey  correct  view  ef  the  subject  of  statistics  in  rsigard  to  publif^ 
health: 

The  three  great  eras  in  human  life,  are  the  periods  of  birth,  of 
marriage  and  of  death.  These  events  influence  the  social  destiny 
of  man,  and  the  first  and  last  are  the  extremes  which  mark  the 
limit  of  our  existence.  Whenever  the  dates  of  these  events  am 
publicly  registered,  there  exists  an  indisputable  memorial  that  the 
mdividual  has  lived.  Otherwise,  unless  some  comparatively  rare 
event  should  happen  to  band  his  name  to  posterity,  hia  existence 
must  become  as  if  it  had  not  been.  Most  of  mankin4  would  die 
as  they  have  died,  unknown  and  forgotten. 

Every  person,  whatever  their  condition,  should  have  the  meana 
provided  in  the  public  records  to  prove  the  date  of  these  events* 
and  of  being  identified  with  his  relations  and  connexions. 

The  propriety  of  such  a  record  must  be  apparent  to  all.  The 
equitable  descent  of  estates  ;  the  distribution  of  property;  and  the 
peace  of  families  are  often  disturhed  by  troublesome  litigation,  all 
of  which  might  be  prevented  by  the  facts  which  regiatration  would 
(brnish. 
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It 'would  jprevent  difficulties  which  rrequently  occur  in  establith- 
ing  claims  for  sernces  in  time  of  war.  it  may  also  affecti  our  po- 
litical rights.  A  young  man  may  succeed  in  voting  before  he  is 
of  the  proper  age,  and  a  single  vote  of  this  kind  may  cause  legis* 
lative  enactments  injurious  to  our  rights  as  citizens.  An  English 
jurist  said  '*  it  appears  to  him  fully  as  necessary  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  rights  of  individuals  to  preserve  a  register  of  birthsi 
deaths,  and  marriages  as  it  is  to  preserve  a  register  of  deeds." 

Registration  can  alone  determine  questions  in  relation  to  the 
duration  of  life,  to  diseases  and  causes  of  death.  Insurance  on 
human  life  and  health  is  becoming  common  in  our  country.  The 
rates  are  based  entirely  upon  facts  procured  in  foreign  countries, 
which  may  not  be  proper  rates  for  the  population  of  the  United 
States.  We  have  not  yet  obtained  sufficient  facts  to  form  accu- 
rate tables.  Such  tables  are  essential  to  determine  questiona 
often  arising  in  determining  the  value  of  dowry,  and  life  estates. 
Effectual  means  should  be  taken  to  gather  such  facts  as  will  settle 
those  questions  equitably,  and  this  can  only  be  accomplished  by 
registration.  Establish  a  system  of  registration  by  which  a 
thorough  census  of  the  living  and  the  dead  be  taken  and  we  shall 
soon  have  the  means  of  constructing  life  tables  which  will  show 
the  probable  expectation  of  life  in  anv  given  section  of  the  State. 
It  would  form  an  important  source  ofinformation  to  all  classes  of 
thepeople. 

But  there  are  other  important  considerations  to  which  we  may 
refer.  The  registry  laws  of  England  have  shown  that  thirty-five 
thousand  die  annually  in  England  and  Wales  alone  which  might 
have  been  prevented. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  loss  of  these  lives,  which  inflict  innu- 
merable pangs  of  personal  and  social  misery  from  calculations 
made,  impose  a  pecuniary  loss  upon  the  nation  in  the  shape  of 
unnecessary  sickness,  funerals  and  loss  of  labor,  of  about  sixty 
millions  of  dollars,  besides  the  large  number  of  widows  and  or- 
phans which  these  deaths  occasion,  and  which  are  thrown  into 
the  public  poor  houses  for  support  I  And  so  with  Ohio — the  sac* 
rifice  of  life,  the  pecuniary  loss,  and  the  social  and  personal  misery 
which  might  have  been  obviated  may  be  found  to  be  as  great  in 
proportion  to  our  population  as  they  are  in  England. 

Our  only  means  to  avert  these  evils  is  an  efficient  system  of  re- 
gistration, and  among  the  results  developed  it  would  afford  us  the 
means  in  what  peculiar  locality  and  among  what  classes  of  our 
people  the  average  duration  of  life  is  longest;  in  what  locality  and 
under  what  circumstances  diseases  are  most  liable  to  occur ;  and 
what  means  we  should  resort  to  in  order  to  the  effectual  develop- 
ment of  the  physical  energies  of  the  people.  For  human  health  is 
not  equally  vigorous  nor  human  life  equally  extended  in  all  places 
nor  in  all  circumstances. 
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The  locality,  the  seaeons,  the  number  and  density  of  the  popa* 
lation,  their  circumetancee  as  regards  wealth,  their  occupations, 
sex,  and  age,  food,  clothing,  habits  and  manner  of  life,  the  moral 
influences  brought  to  bear  upon  them,  and  many  other  circum- 
stances may  be  regarded  as  influencing  favorably  or  unfavorably 
the  lives  and  health  of  the  peopler  and  these  if  properly  investi> 
gated  will  place  in  our  possession  the  means  by  which  we  can 
measure  the  force  of  mortality  pressing  upon  a  people. 

As  an  illustration,  1  will  refer  to  the  fact  that  ot  16,414  deaths 
which  occurred  in  Boston  from  1831  to  1840,  only  6-46  per  cent 
occurred  in  June,  while  10-74  per  cent  occurred  in  September, 
showing  that  mortality  pressed  with  66-26  per  cent  more  force  in 
the  latter  than  in  the  former  month.  **  The  average  age  of  the  de- 
ceased in  the  Catholic  burials  in  Boston  for  ten  years  was  only 
12^  years,  while  the  average  ase  of  the  deceased  in  the  general 
burials  of  the  people  in  Franklin  county,  in  the  same  State,  waa 
87^  years,  showing  the  force  of  mortality  to  be  200  per  cent  greater 
in  the  city  than  in  the  country." 

The  correctness  of  these  facts  depend  upon  the  accuracy  with 
which  the  registrations  are  made.  Every  marriage,  birth  or  death 
that  takes  place  in  a  given  locality  should  be  recorded. 

According  to  an  estimate  made  in  relation  to  the  average  of  hu- 
man life,  the  poor  in  Dorcester,  Mass.,  averaged  27  years,  and  the 
prosperous  farmers  45  years  of  life.  In  Concord  and  Brooklyn  a 
simtlar  difference  occurs.  Children  are  the  greatest  sufferers  from 
this  partial  dealins  of  death.  Among  the  poor  of  Dorchester  32 
per  cent  of  the  deatbs  were  under  2  years,  while  with  the  rich  only 
12  percent  died  under  that  age,  and  27  per  cent  of  the  prosperous, 
and  9  per  cent  of  the  unprosperous  reached  the  age  of  70  years. 
These  discrepencies  open  a  field  for  the  investigation  of  the  causes 
which  led  to  them. 

Out  of  the  30,761  deaths  embraced  in  the  Massachusetts  reports 
for  four  years,  13,164  died  under  the  age  of  20  years.  It  is  melan- 
choly to  reflect  that  the  vast  number  of  persons  were  taken  off 
before  the  age  of  maturity.  It  has  been  said  that  the  strength  and 
dignity  of  a  country  consists  not  in  its  landa-^its  houses— its 
wealth — ^but  in  the  people,  and  I  need  only  say  that  that  people  is 
most  prosperous  who  have  the  greatest  proportionate  number  of 
Ae  productive  age.  Any  loss  of  the  productive  power  of  the  state 
may  be  regarded  as  an  animal  tax  which  the  people  must  pay  an- 
nually until  they  find  out  the  means  of  prevention.  It  may  seem 
strange  that  any  attempt  should  be  made  to  estimate  in  money 
what  money  did  not  procure,  and  what  it  cannot  restore  if  taken 
away.    Tet  people  estimate  these  things  in  this  way. 

We  need  add  nothing  to  this  lucid  exposition  of  the  value  of 
satieties,  except  to  remark,  that  the  subject  is  of  sufiicient  import- 
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tance  to  command  the  oarnest  attention  of  all  legialatora,  and  that 
medical  men  eapeciallj  ehoald  exert  ever^  inflaence  to  secure  the 

adoption  of  so  important  a  measure. 
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Itemarhs  on  Disorders  of  the  Cerebral  CircukUiony  with  spe^ 
cial  reference  to  the  opinions  of  Db.  Burbows.  By  V. 
Kbrsxt,  M.  D.,  of  Milton,  la. 

Dr.  Alexander  Monro,  of  Edinburgh,  seems  to  have  been 
the  first  to  urge,  in  his  public  teachings,  some  of  the  |)ecuU- 
arities  of  the  cerebral  circulation.    Tne  following  is  his  Ian* 

g»age. 

<*  As  the  substance  of  the  brain,  like  that  of  the  other  soMds 
of  our  body  is  nearly  incompressible,  the  quantity  of  blood  with- 
in  the  head  must  be  the  same  at  all  times,  whether  in  health 
or  disease,  in  life,  or  afler  death,  those  cases  only  excepted 
in  which  water,  or  other  matter  is  effused  or  secreted  from 
the  vessels ;  for  in  this  case  a  quantity  of  blood  equal  in  bulk 
to  the  effused  matter  will  be  pressed  out  of  the  cranium." 

This  view  of  the  subject  seems  to  have  had  its  origin  in  re* 
flections  on  the  anatomical  structure  of  the  cranium,  and  the 
well  known  laws  of  fluids.  It  was  early  and  favorably  re* 
ceived  by  several  physicians,  distinguished  for  scientific  at- 
tainments; among  these  were  Kellie,  Abercrombie,  and  Glut* 
terbuck;  the  former  of  whom  instituted  a  series  of  experi* 
ments  on  living  animals,  with  a  view  to  test  the  accuracy  of 
the  theory;  and  the  results  were  such,  in  bis  estimation,  as  to 
confirm  the  position. 

The  validlity  of  this  theory  of  the  cerebral  circulation  may 
be  regarded  as  depending  on  the  following  positions.  First, 
the  incompressibility  of  the  crainal  contents,  solid  and  fluid. 
This  negative  property  has  not  been  demonstrated,  and  from  its 
nature,  of  course,  it  never  can  be.  And  yet  it  is  very  generally 
admitted,  that  if  these  substances  are  compressible  at  all,  it  is 
in  a  very  limited  degree,  probably  even  less  than  water, — so 
that,  in  a  practical  sense,  the  solids  and  fluids  of  the  human 
body  may  probably  be  regarded  as  incompressible. 

mcond,  the  peculiar  structure  of  the  cranium,  which  ena* 
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bles  it  to  protect  tbe  brain  against  the  direct  pressure  of  the 
atmosphere.  That  is,  the  skoll  and  the  6ther  tissues  compos- 
ing the  head  are  such,  in  a  state  of  integrity,  as  to  secure  to 
the  brain  a  lodging  place  of  uniform  capacity,  and  of  unyield* 
ing  and  impermeiibfe  walls. 

Third,  we  live  in  a  medium,  the  atmosphere,  which  secures, 
under  all  circumstances,  a  state  of  repletion  of  all  the  cavities^ 
of  the  human  body.  Some  of  these,  it  is  true,  admit  of  being 
emptied,  but  in  that  case  their  walls  collapse,  and  the  cavity 
is  virtually  obliterated.  Others,  whose  walls  are  unyielding, 
as  the  cranium,  and  cavities  in  other  bones,  must  at  all  times 
contain  the  same  amount  of  matter. 

Admitting  the  correctness  of  these  positions,  several  deduc* 
tions  of  a  practical  nature  follow  of  necessity. 

First,  tne  cranial  cavity  will  not  be  drained  of  blood  by 
ordinary  depletion.  Nay,  the  quantity  of  Uood  usually  there, 
will  not  be  diminished  by  this  process,  carried  to  any  ex- 
treme, unless  some  other  substance  be  permitted  to  take  its 
place.  And  the  wisdom  of  this  provision  affords  a  strong  an* 
tecedent  probabilit]^  of  the  truth  of  the  theoiy  • 

Seconc^  the  cavity  of  the  skull  being  full  in  the  erect  posi- 
tion  of  the  body,  and  no  more  than  full  in  any  other  position, 
the  quantity  of  blood  there,  will  not  be  materially  increased 
or  diminished  by  gravitation. 

Third,  a  state  en  hyperemia  of  the  aggregate  vessels  of 
the  brain  cannot  exist,  without  a  corresponding  reduction  of 
some  other  substance  within  the  cranium. 

Fourth,  repletion,  or  anemia  of  the  arteries  of  the  brain, 
must  be  accompanied,  eeteri$  jMiribM,  by  the  opposite  state 
of  the  corresponding  veins. 

But  these  deductions^  although  true  in  a  general  way,  are 
liable  to  some  exceptions.  For  instance,  the  removal  of  the 
body  from  the  influence  of  the  atmosphere,  abnormal  growths 
and  effusions  within  the  cranium  ;  or  the  presence  of  gas  in 
the  vascular  system,  will  defeat  these  results,  bjr  vitiating  the 
conditions  upon  which  they  depend.  Besides,  it  is  probable 
that  the  cephalo«spinal  fluid  affords  occasion  for  a  si  igntphysi* 
ological  variation  in  the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  head.  The 
structure  of  the  spinal  canal  however,  is  such,  although  it  ad- 
mits  of  considerable  motion,  as  to  preserve,  under  all  circum- 
stances, very  nearly  tbe  same  capacity.  And  hence,  it  is  not 
probable  that  this  fluid,  which  in  the  normal  state  is  distri* 
Wed  throughout  the  cranio-spinal  cavity,  will  be  driven  by 
looil  pressure  wholly  into  eiUier  department  of  this  cavity* 
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But  if  this  should  occur,  a  corresponding  change  in  the  quan- 
tity of  blood  in  the  head,  and  also  in  the  spinal  canal,  would 
follow  of  course.  But  as  the  average  quantity  of  this  fluid  in 
the  adult,  is  estimated  at  two  ounces,  (Carpenter,)  it  is  obvi« 
ous  that  the  change  would  be  comparatively  very  small. 

When  we  consider  the  anatomical  structure  of  the  human 
body ;  the  principles  of  hydrostatics ;  the  results  of  Kellie'a 
experiments ;  and  that  this  theory  of  the  cerebral  circulation 
has  received  the  sanction  of  such  men  as  Abercrombie,  Bell, 
and  Mayo,  the  probability  of  its  truth  becomes  exceedingly 
strong.  But  Dr.  Burrows  of  London,  in  a  work  now  before 
us,  *^  on  the  disorders  of  the  cerebral  circulation,''  &c.,  has 
taken  up  the  same  subject ;  has  pursued  it  by  experiments  on 
living  animals,  and  reasoning  from  these  results,  and  from 
some  other  observations,  has  arrived  at  conclusions  opposite, 
in  almost  eveiy  particular,  to  those  above  stated. 

As  the  irreconcilable  views  of  these  eminent  teachers,  like 
all  contradictory  propositions,  can  neither  be  both  true,  nor 
both  fietlse ;  as  the  question  thus  involved  in  uncertainty,  is 
acknowledged  on  all  nands  to  be  one  of  the  first  moment  in 
its  physiological,  pathological,  and  practical  relations  ;  as  the 
work  of  Dr.  Burrows,  though  recent,  has  been  several  years 
before  the  profession,  and  nas  received  high  commendation 
both  in  j^urope  and  America ;  and  so  far  as  we  are  aware, 
may  be  regardted  as  embodying  the  present  views  of  the  pro- 
fession, on  the  several  subjects  on  wnich  it  treats ;  and  as  we 
have  embraced  and  advocated  views  at  variance  with  these, 
(See  Western  Lancet,  Aug.  1861,  and  March  1862,)  we  hope 
it  will  not  be  out  of  place,  here  to  examine  a  few  positions 
touching  this  question. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  Dr.  B.  seems  to  rely,  to  a 
great  extent,  upon  experiments  on  living  animals,  to  deter* 
mine  the  important  questions  here  at  issue — a  mode  of  inves* 
tigation  which  seems  to  be  fruitful  in  errors,  if  we  judge  from 
the  opposite  results  of  Kellie  and  Burrows,  or  from  a  more 
general  view  of  the  history  of  vivisections — a  subject  that  has 
Been  pursued,  at  least  in  some  instances,  with  more  zeal  than 
either  judgment  or  humanity,  and  has  often  served  only  to 
confirm  contradictoiy  opinions. 

Dr.  B's.  first  experiment  was  conducted  with  a  view  to  de- 
termine whether  the  cavity  of  the  cranium  may  be  drained  of 
blood  by  depletion,  and  is  described  as  follows : 

"  On  the  1 1th  of  Jan.  1843, 1  killed  two  well  ^wn  rabbito. 
The  one  by  opening  the  jugular  vein  and  carotid  artery,  on 
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one  side  of  the  throat ;  the  other  was  strangled.  Each  ani- 
mal died  violently  convulsed.  A  ligature  was  drawn  tightly 
round  the  throat  of  the  rabbit  bled  to  death,  immediately  it 
expired,  to  prevent  any  further  escape  of  blood  from  the  ves- 
sels of  the  head.  The  rabbits  were  allowed  to  remain  twen^- 
four  hours  on  a  table,  resting  on  their  sides. 

**  On  removing  the  upper  portion  of  the  cranium  of  the 
rabbit  that  died  of  hemorhage,  the  membranes  of  the  brain 
were  found  pallid,  and  scarcely  the  trace  of  a  blood  vessel 
was  to  be  detected  on  the  surface  of  the  brain.  The  longitu- 
dinal  and  lateral  sinuses  were  found  empty  of  blood,  and  tneir 
course  was  not  denoted  by  any  color  of  blood.  Upon  making 
sections  of  the  brain,  the  interior  appeared  equally  exsan- 
guined. 

<*  The  superficial  vessels  and  sinuses  of  the  brain  of  the 
rabbit  strangled,  were  full  of  dark,  liquid  blood.  The  whole 
substance  of  this  brain,  and  its  membranes,  appeared  of  a 
dark  reddish  hue,  as  if  stained  by  extravasated  blood." 

Dr.  B.  remarks,  ^^  It  seems  hardly  necessary  to  bring  for* 
ward  further  evidence  to  prove  that  death,  by  hemorrhage, 
has  a  most  decided  effect  in  depleting  the  vessels,  and  reduc* 
ing  the  quantity  of  blood  within,  as  well  as  upon  the  outside 
of  the  cranium.  However,  I  have  repeated  me  experiment 
with  similar  results." 

It  is  a  well  established  fact,  that  in  surgical  operations,  es- 
pedalhr  about  the  neck,  the  division  of  larffe  vessels  is  liable 
to  be  followed,  at  once,  by  the  passage  of  air  into  the  circula- 
tion, and  consequent  sudoen  death.  But  where  the  arteries 
and  veins  are  both  freely  opened,  probably  divided  across ; 
and  a  suddenly  fatal  hemorrhage  from  these  lar^e  vessels  is 
4bus  induced;  especially  where  the  animal  ^Mies  violently 
convulsed,"  probably  thrown  into  every  conceivable  position ; 
thus  affording  every  facility  for  the  heavier  fluid  to  descend, 
and  the  lighter  (the  air,)  to  occupy  its  place,  it  is  scarcely 
possible,  certainly  not  probable,  for  any  other  event  to  occur 
than  for  the  vessels  of  the  brain  to  be  drained  of  blood  and 
filled  with  air. 

The  aj^arances  within  the  cranium  of  the  rabbit  destroyed 
by  drawinj^  a  cord  firmly  round  its  neck,  are  probably  about 
such  as  mieht  be  anticipated  from  the  mode  m  which  death 
was  induced.  And  as  this  is  stronely  analogous  to  a  conside- 
rable group  of  cases  referred  to  in  the  course  of  the  work,  we 
shall  for  tne  present  defer  the  consideration  of  the  particular 
state  which  it  presents.  With  the  same  object  in  view,  name- 
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ly,  to  defermine  whether  the  craiiium  mty  be  drained  of 
blood  by  depletion,  Dr.  B.  tefers  to  the  condition  of  serentjr- 
two  brains  of  the  insane,  examined  at  Batholomew  Hoipilal. 
Of  these,  fifty-three  were  reported  to  have  been  '^congested," 
some  were  '^  turgid ;''  others  ^  extremely  targid."  ^*  Among 
the  whole  number  the  cerebral  vessels  were  found  miusually 
emptjr  only  once,  and  in  this  case,  death  was  caused  by  the 
borstmff  of  a  femoral  aneurism,  three  days  prior  to  the  fatal 
event." 

'<  In  view  of  these  results,''  Dr.  B.  inquires,  '*  can  we  give 
credence  to  the  statement  that  the  quantitv  of  blood  in  the  ce«> 
rebral  vessels  is  always  nearly  the  samer  Or  that  artificial 
abstraction  of  blood  does  not  diminish  the  actual  quantity  of 
blood  in  the  cerebral  vessels?" 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  Monro,  and  those  who 
advocate' his  views,  do  not  contend  for  unconditional  nniformi- 

in  the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  cavity  of  the  cranium,  bat 
or  uniformity  in  tiie  quantity  of  matter  there.  This  is  abu^ 
dantly  obvious  from  tne  principles  upon  which  the  theory  is 
based,  and  is  distinctly  expressed  by  Monro  himself,  in  the 
quotation  which  stands  at  the  head  of  this  paper.  It  is,  also, 
still  more  amply  presented  by  Kellie,  the  early  champion  ot 
these  views,  in  the  following  summary  statement  of  the  results 
of  his  experiments  on  living  animals:  ^*  That,  though  wo 
can  not  entirely,  or  neariy  empty  the  vessels  of  Uie  brain,  as 
we  can  the  vessels  of  other  parts  of  the  body,  it  is  jet  possi^ 
ble,  by  profuse  hemorrhage,  to  drain  it  of  a  sensible  pon^ 
tion  of  its  red  blood.  If  instead  of  bleeding  nsque  ad  morism^ 
we  were  to  Ueed  animals  more  sparingly,  but  repeatedly, 
thtrt  is  no  doubt  thai  we  shonld  succeed  in  draining  the  ira%n 
of  a  much  laraer  quantity  of  red  bhodj  aUhouffk  Hrous  tf* 
fusion  would  be  increased.*' 

Both  these  quotations  appear  in  Dr.  B's.  book,  so  that  he 
must  have  been  folly  aware  that  a  umK^rm  quantity  of  blood 
in  the  head  is  claimed,  only  conditionally,  oy  the  sdvooates 
of  the  physiolopcal  views  in  question.  Yet  he  maintains  a 
strenuous  opposition  to  their  doctrines — the  propriety  of 
which  does  not  appear,  unless  he  would  be  understood  as 
teaching  that  the  cranium  may  be  emptied  of  Mood  without 
its  place  being  occupied  by  any  other  substance. 

But  how  shall  we  account  n>r  the  unusually  empty  state  of 
tile  vessels  of  the  brain,  in  the  case  of  death  from  hemorrhaffe, 
three  days  after  the  bursting  of  a  femoral  aneurism?  The 
protracted  and  &lal  hemorrhage  in  ttiis  case,  would  drain  the 
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Bystem  of  red  blood  to  the  greatest  possible  extent.  The  ves- 
iels  throughout  the  body,  except  where  inclosed  in  foony  cavi- 
ties otherwise  unfilled,  would  be  contracted  far  below  their 
natural  caliber.  Such  a  state  of  anemia  is  productive  of  in* 
tanse  and  tmslakable  thirst-^and  the  attempt  to  satisfy  this 
would  lead  to  a  watery  condition  of  the  circulating  fluid — a 
ftete  peculiarly  favorable  to  serous  efiusion.  The  extreme 
t^uity  of  the  coats  of  the  cerebral  vessels,  and  the  unyielding 
nature  of  the  surrounding  bony  case,  would  strongly  favor  this 
process  in  the  head.  Thus  it  is  hiffhly  probable  that  there 
W^s  much  less  blood,  and  correspondingly  more  s^rum  in  the 
bead  than  in  the  physiological  state ;  ana  moreover,  that  the 
former  fluid  was  so  poor  and  watery  as  to  defeat  the  process 
of  coagulation.  Ana  in  such  a  condition,  we  cannot  conceive 
how  the  brain  could  be  laid  bare,  and  examined,  without  first 
losing  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  its  fluid  blood.  If  we  remove  the 
fcalp  and  saw  throogh  the  cranium  on  all  sides,  so  as  to  lift 
away  the  calvarium,  the  full  weight  of  the  atmosphere  will 
be  sustained  by  the  surface  of  the  brain  for  some  minutes, 
before  our  observations  can  be  made — ^the  natural  eflfect  of 
which  is,  in  this  condition  of  the  vascidar  system,  to  emp'y 
the  delicate  vessels  of  the  brain,  which,  from  their  thinnesss 
eoUapse  with  the  greatest  readiness,  and  yield  their  fluid  con- 
tents to  the  lar^  trunks  in  the  chest  and  abdomen,  whose  na- 
tive elasticity,  in  this  contracted  state,  would  powerfully  con<» 
tribute  to  this  end.  If  in  such  a  condition,  we  examine  first 
the  viscera  of  the  abdomen  and  thorax,  we  insure  the  en- 
trance of  air  into  the  vesseb,  which  will  take  the  place  of  the 
blood  in  the  bead,  and  allow  it  to  escape.  But  if;  first  of  all| 
as  has  sometimes  been  done,  we  draw  a  cord  firm^  round  the 
tKKsk,  we  ma^  yet  be  misled ;  for  the  vertebral,  ana  meningo- 
rachidian  veins,  communicating  as  they  do,  with  the  sinuses 
of  the  brain,  and  passing  down  the  neck  in  bony  channels, 
^uite  beyond  the  iiifluence  of  siich  ligation,  are  anmly  suffi- 
tient  to  drain  the  brain  of  any  Quantity  of  fluid  blood.  The 
report  in  question,  however,  reiers  to  no  precautionary  mea* 
sores  of  any  kind,  a&d  is  short  in  some  other  resanects ;  sim- 
ply stating  that  the  cerebral  vessels  were  founa  unusually 
einpty;  without  reference  to  ^xtravascular  fluids^  So  that 
"we  are  left  to  conjecture  that  the  cranial  cavity  was  reduced 
lo  a  state  of  partial  vacuity  by  hemorrhage ;  or  to  account 
for  the  escape  of  its  fluid  contents  during  the  early  steps  of 
the  examination ;  the  former  supposition,  although  it  seems 
to  be  countenanced  by  Dr.  B«,  is  not  satisfaotoiy,  because  it 
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appears  to  involve  the  infringement  of  an  immutable  law  of 
nature.  The  latter  has  so  many  elements  of  probability  in 
its  favor,  that  we  should  confidently  anticipate  its  occurrence 
in  every  similar  case. 

This  case,  and  the  preceding  one,  of  the  rabbit  bled  to 
death  from  the  jugular  vessels,  constitute  the  sum  of  the  ob* 
servations  and  experiments,  placed  on  record  by  Dr.  B.,  in 

Sroof  of  his  position,  that  the  cranium  may  be  drained  of 
lood  by  depletion. 

With  a  view  still  further  to  invalidate  the  doctrine  that  the 
cranium  protects  the  brain  against  the  direct  pressure  of  the 
atmosphere — ^and  to  show  that  this,  like  the  other  great  visce- 
ral cavities  of  the  body,  is  capable  of  being  drained  of  its  fluids 
by  simplegravitation.  Dr.  B.  pursues  nis  experiments  on 
rabbits.  The  following  is  his  account  of  the  process,  and 
results : 

**  Two  fiill  grown  rabbits  were  killed  by  prussic  acid,  and 
while  their  hearts  were  still  pulsating,  the  one  was  suspended 
by  the  ears,  the  other  by  the  hind  legs.    They  were  left  sus- 

S ended  for  twenty-four  hours ;  and,  before  they  were  taken 
own  for  examination,  a  tight  ligature  was  placed  round  the 
throat  of  each  rabbit.  Upon  opening  the  cranium  of  the  rab- 
bit suspended  by  the  ears,  the  membranes  and  substance  of 
the  brain  were  pallid ;  the  sinuses  and  other  vessels  were  ex- 
saneuined ;  anemic  beyond  my  expectation." 

ui  the  rabbit  suspended  head  downwards,  *'  the  membranee 
and  vessels  were  dark  and  turgid  with  licjuid  blood ;  the  su* 
perficial  veins  were  prominent ;  the  longitudinal  and  lateral 
sinuses  were  gorged  with  dark  blood,  and  there  was  staining 
of  the  tissues,  if  not  extravasation  of  blood  into  the  mem- 
branes. The  substance  of  the  brain  was  uniformly  dark^  and 
congested  to  a  remarkable  extent.*' 

On  this  subject.  Dr.  B.  has  the  following  remarks : 

<<If  the  cranium  were  the  i)erfect  sphere,  as  taught  by 
Monro,  and  as  subsequently  maintained  oy  Abercrombie,  and 
other  distinguished  writers  on  the  pathology  of  the  brain, 
these  effects  on  its  circulation,  which  I  have  now  described, 
ought  not  to  have  resulted  from  the  force  of  gravity  on  the 
blood  in  the  cerebral  vessels.  Prom  the  foregoing  experi- 
ments it  would  appear  that  the  principle  of  tke  snbstdenee  of 
fluids  after  dedtn  operates  on  tke  parts  contained  within  the 
cranium,  as  well  as  upon  those  situated  in  the  thorax  and 
abdomen.** 

We  would  fain  inquire  whether  there  is  no  rational  mode 
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of  accounting  for  the  remarliable  appearances  described,  with- 
out admitting  a  deficiency  in  the  protection  afforded  the  brain 
against  the  oirect  pressure  of  the  atmosphere.  We  shall  here 
again  confine  our  remarks  to  the  case  of  the  bloodless  brain. 
In  describing  the  results  of  this  experiment,  Dr.  B.  speaks 
only  of  the  condition  of  the  vascular  system ;  straneely  omit* 
ting  all  notice  of  the  presence  or  absence  of  serous  nmds.  It 
would  certainly  be  a  matter  of  interest,  when  the  cranium  is 
reported  to  be  <kained  of  blood,  to  be  informed  wh^her  its. 
place  was  occupied  by  any  other  substance.  Or  whether  the 
^vitation  of  blood  is  really  such,  between  the  two  extremes 
of  a  rabbity  as  to  produce  an  emp^  void.  Does  the  brain 
itself,  when  perfectly  drained  of  its  fluids,  acquire  some  mys- 
terious property  which  enables  it  to  expand,  and  fill  the  entire 
cavity  of  the  cranium?  Or  does  air  permeate  the  tissues,  en- 
ter that  cavity,  and  permit  the  blood  to  escape?  As  this 
whole  series  of  experiments  is  levelled  against  the  position 
that  the  cranium  secures  the  brain  against  the  direct  pressure 
of  the  atmosphere,  and  is  regarded  by  the  author  as  a  refuta- 
tion of  that  position,  we  are  constrained  to  suppose  that  he 
maintains  the  latter  supposition.  For  we  cannot,  with  any 
reason,  suppose  that  the  capacity  of  this  cavity  is  diminished 
by  atmospheric  pressure,  m  proportion  as  its  fluid  contents 
subside.  But  leaving  these  unsatisfactoiy  conjectures,  we 
shall  take  it  for  granted,  as  the  report  probably  implies,  that 
the  cranium  in  question  contained  neitner  blood  nor  serum^ 
but  only  brain — and  enquire  what  cause  could  lead  to  such  a 
condition. 

In  cases  of  violent  and  sudden  death  from  a  number  of 
agents^  and  especially  from  prussic  acid,  the  blood  remains 
fluid ;  and  putrefactive  decomposition  occurs  at  a  vety  early 

Eeriod.  (Orifila,  Taylor).  Tne  permanent  flnidi^'  of  the 
lood  favors  the  subsidence  of  the  red  globules ;  ana  this  has 
progressed  to  such  an  extent  that  they  occupied  only  one-fifth 
of  the  mass,  the  upper  four*fifths  being  colorless  and  free 
from  their  presence.  (Carpenter).  Chemical  are  subordi- 
nate to  vital  affinities,  in  a  remarkable  degree ;  but  when  the 
latter  are  suspended  by  death,  the  former  resume  their  full 
play  amoitt  tne  elements  of  the  body.  This  applies  with 
particular  force  to  the  blood.  By  the  introduction  of  certain 
poisonous  substances  into  the  circulating  fluid,  its  whole  cha- 
racter is  speedily  changed,  and  its  vital  properties  are  altoee* 
ther  destroyed.  (Caipenter).  In  sucn  cases  *<  molecular 
deaUi  follows  doee  on  somatic  death.'*    Nay,  partial  decom- 
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Esition  sometimes  preoedes  the  death  of  the  body.    (Wfl^ 
ms.)    The  eeneml  and  permanent  fluidity  of  the  blood, 
after  death  or  abstraction ;  and  its  dark  color  or  otherwise  al« 
tered  appearance,  are  characteristic  of  this  tendency.    These 
conditions  of  the  blood  are  generally  met  with  in  oases  dl 
death  from  prassic  acid ;  and  nobbles  of  air  have  been  found 
in  the  heart  where  death  was  produced  by  this  agent.    (Or-* 
flla).     The  sudden  death  of  a  number  of  females,  soon  after 
parturition,  has  been  attributed,  and  justly,  no  doubt,  to  the 
presence  of  eas  in  the  vascular  system.    It  is  true  that  this 
gas  is  generally  supposed  to  be  atmospheric  air,  and  to  have 
entered  the  circulation  through  the  uterine  sinuses.    But  this 
supposition  is  not  well  supported ;  and  there  are  on  record 
several  cases  of  sudden  death  from  the  same  cause,  where  the 
presence  of  the  air  can  be  accounted  for,  only  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  it  is  evolved  from  the  vessels  thenMolves,  or  the 
fluid  they  contain ;  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  its  origin  if 
the  same  in  the  former  class  of  cases.    In  a  late  well  authen^ 
ticated  case  of  sudden  death  from  this  cause,  reported  by  M* 
Durand  Fardel,  several  points  of  interest  are  noted.     The 
victim  was  a  lady  66  years  old — ^health  remarkably  good. 
In  this  case  bubbles  of  air  escaped  at  an  orifice  made  for  the 
purpose  of  drawing  blood.    The  wxtopej  was  had  twenty* 
two  hours  after  death.    There  was  no  appearance  of  putrefae* 
tion.    The  blood  was  fluid,  violet  colored,  and  very  frothy. 
The  bubbles  of  gas  were  very  numerous,  vaiying  in  size  from 
a  pins  head  to  a  pea.    No  organic  lesion  was  discovered  to 
account  for  the  phenomena.     M.  Durand  Fardel  expresses 
his  conviction  that  <Uhe  evolution  of  gas  is  caused  bv  sponta- 
neous alteration  in  the  crasis  of  the  blood,  of  whicii  we  are 
imorant."    The  whole  mass  of  circniatincr  fluid  contains 
m>m  twenty  to  twenty-five  p€r  cent,  of  carbonic  acid  gas, 
either  in  simfde  solution  or  loose  chemical  unioii,  and  the  ex- 
trication of  a  small  amount  of  this  gas  usually  occurs  during  the 
coagulation  or  death  of  the  blood.    (Carpenter.) 

If  an  animal  be  suspended  by  the  ears  immediately  after 
death,  it  is  possible,  but  so  far  as  we  are  able  to  see,  not  cer« 
tain,  that  the  cephalo-spinal  fluid  will  mostly,  or  altoj^etfaer, 
ascend  into  the  cranial  cavity,  and  thus  allow  a  portion  ci 
Uood  to  escape  from  the  vessels  of  the  brain.  In  this  posi- 
tion the  colored  corpuscles  of  the  Uood  will  have  a  tendency 
to  subside,  and  the  serum  to  rise  to  the  head,  and  if  the  blood 
remain  permanently  fluid,  and  the  position  be  long  maintainedi^ 
thia  might  proceed  to  a  grank  etfenl.    This  potitioii  might 
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aensibly  eifect  the  appearances  within  the  craidum,  withonl 
any  change  in  the  quantity  of  fluid  there.  A  sufficient 
amount  of  carbonic  acid  gas  might  be  extricated  from  the 
whole  ipass  of  blood,  during  its  coagulation  or  death,  to  fiU^ 
in  som#  degree,  the  cerebral  vessels ;  and  in  this  position  it 
would  be  sure  to  find  its  way  there,  and  allow  the  blood  to 
descend.  But  it  is  scarcely  to  be  supposed  that  an  animal  in 
full  health,  destroyed  at  once  by  a  virulent  and  penetratins 
poison,  such  as  prussic  acid,  where  the  blood  is  so  changed 
as  to  prevent  coagulation,  and  every  condition  exists  favorable 
to  earlj  decomposition,  could  remain  twenty-four  hours,  at 
an  ordmaiy,  perhaps  a  high  temperature,  without  the  evolu- 
tion  of  a  quantity  of  gas  within  the  vascular  system,  more 
than  sufficient  to  nil  the  cranium :  and  in  this  event  the  fluid 
blood  would  leave  that  cavity,  and  a  condition  of  *^  remarka^ 
ble  anemia ''  would  of  course  obtain. 

But  Dr.  B.  seems  to  regard  this  single  experiment,  (for  it 
is  all  he  records,)  as  affording  anmle  and  convincing  proof 
that  the  cranium  may  be  drained  of^its  fluids  by  simple  gravi« 
tation ;  on  the  score  that  it  does  not  protect  the  brain  against 
the  direct  pessure  of  the  atmosphere. 

Dr.  B.  nas  shown  that  a  rabbit  destroyed  by  apnoea,  from 
a  cord  drawn  firmly  round  the  neck ;  and  another  suddenly 
destroyed  by  prussic  acid,  and  suspended  by  the  heels  for 
twenty-four  hours,  present  the  appearance  of  great  ceretod 
hy[)eremia.  He  also  refers  to  ine  fact  that,  ol*  seventy-two 
brains  of  the  insane,  fifty-three  were  found  congested,  and 
only  one  unusually  empty.  He  further  reports  a  case  of 
threatened  aix^lexy,  the  subject  of  which  was  ultimately 
lound  dead,  head  ^wnwards,  in  a  pool  of  water ;  in  whicn 
there  was  excessive  congestion  of  the  vessels  of  the  mem* 
brenes  and  substance  oi  the  brain.  And  he  refers  to  a  few 
cases  of  death  by  hanging,  in  which  a  similar  condition  exist* 
ed,  though  this  is  not  uniformly  the  case  in  this  kind  of  vio- 
lent death.  And  from  these  experiments  and  observations  he 
makes  the  following  deductions :  <^  It  may  now  be  affirmed 
that  the  encephalon  is  not  exempt  from  this  law  in  physics — 
thegravitation  of  the  fluids  to  the  lowest  part  of  the  corpse. 

The  comparative  weight  of  the  human  encephalon  is  esti- 
mated at  one  thirty-sixth  of  the  whole  body.  And  it  is 
computed  to  receive  into  its  vessels,  and  circidate  one-fifth  of 
the  entire  mass  of  blood.  (Carpenter).  If  these  estimates 
can  be  relied  on  as  even  approacning  accuracy,  it  is  obvious 
thai,  compared  with  other  oigans»  a  state  of  remarki^le  hy* 


I 

corpse  " 
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peremia  is  the  phjrsiological  condition  of  the  brain.  And 
nence,  when  death  is  neither  preceded  nor  followed  by  some 
cause  capable  of  modifying  tnis  condition  in  a  material  de- 
grecy  a  large  quantity  of  blood,  amounting;,  perhaps,  to  some 
pounds,  wul  be  found  in  the  cranium.  It  is  highly  probable 
that  there  is  a  material  difference  in  the  quantity  of  blood 
circulated  in  different  healthy  brains  of  the  same  size.  The 
same  brain  is  probably  liable  to  sensible  variations  of  size, 
owing  to  different  states  of  nutrition,  without  any  strictly  pa- 
thological chan^;  and  thus  corresponding  chaiu^es  in  the 
fluid  contents  of  the  cranium  may  be  induced.  But  it  b  to 
hypertrophy,  atrophy,  tumors,  serous  effusions,  purulent  se- 
cretions,  and  other  affections  of  gradual  development,  and 
long  standing,  that  we  are  to  look,  as  the  causes  of  those  de- 
cide changes  which  sometimes  occur  in  the  (][uantity  of  blood 
in  the  head.  It  follows  from  facts  and  principles  already 
cited,  that  appearances  within  the  cavity  of^the  cranium  may 
be  rendered  very  diverse,  while  the  quantity  of  fluids  there 
remains  the  same.  In  death  from  apnoea,  however  induced, 
the  blood  will  be  found  unnaturally  dark.  If  the  head  be  de- 
pendent, and  the  blood  remain  long  fluid,  the  colored  oorpua- 
cles  will  accumulate  there,  and  give  the  appearance  of  great 
hyperemia.  Such  a  state  is  extremely  favorable  to  staining 
of  the  tissuesj  a  condition  likely  to  lead  to  an  erroneous  esti- 
mate of  the  quantity  of  blood  present.  And,  in  this  position 
of  the  body,  it  is  possible  that  the  cranio-spinal  fluia  would 
mostly  leave  the  cranium,  and  thus  eive  room  for  the  en- 
trance of  an  abnormal  amount  of  blood. 

We  have  now  considered  all  the  experiments,  and  many  of 
the  collateral  observations  recorded  by  Dr.  B.,  and  have  thus 
some  knowledge  of  the  grounds  of  his  opposition  to  the  views 
of  Monro,  KelTie,  and  others,  and  from  which  he  has  deduced 
the  following  practical  conclusions : 

1st.  **  Artificial  abstraction  of  blood  diminishes  decidedly 
the  actual  quantity  of  blood  in  the  cerebral  vessels." 

2d.  *^  The  principle  of  the  subsidence  of  fluids  after  death 
operates  on  the  parts  contained  within  the  cranium,  as  well  as 
upon  those  situated  within  the  thorax  and  abdomen." 

3d.  **  The  encephalon  is  not  exempt  from  this  law  in  phy- 
sics— the  gravitation  of  the  fluids  to  the  lowest  parts  ot  the 


4th.  <^If,  then,  it  is  proved,  as  I  believe,  that  the  quanti^ 
of  blood  within  the  cranium,  so  far  from  being  a  constant,  or 
nearly  constant  quantity,  is,  on  the  contraiy,  as  variable  as  in 
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other  parts  of  the  bodyi  the  pathology  of  many  serious  aflfec* 
tions  of  the  brain  will  require  revision." 

And  yet,  remarkable  as  it  may  seem,  in  the  same  section 
<ii  his  book,  the  author  holds  the  following  language : 

**  R^ardin^  this  serum  (the  extravasouiar,)  as  an  impor- 
tant element  mthe  contents  ^of  the  cranium,  J  ooteii/  thai  th$ 
whole  conitnts  of  the  croBium^  thai  u,  the  brain^  the  bloody 
and  this  iervm  together ^  must  beat  all  timea  nearly  a  eon* 
stant  quantity.** 

In  view  of  this  clear  and  unequivocal  avQwal  of  the  doc- 
trines of  Monro,  the  refutation  of  which  seems  to  be  the 
leading  object  of  Dr.  B's.  book,  we  are  constrained  to  ia* 
quire,  now,  then,  do  '^the  fluids  subside  from  the  head,  as 
well  as  from  the  chest  and  abdomen?'^  What  substance  sup- 
plied the  place  of  the  blood  in  the  rabbit  suspended  ]]y  the 
6ara  ?  Way  were  we  not  informed  in  the  narrative  of  that 
experiment  that,  though  the  blood  was  absent,  a  constant 

Suantity  of  matter  was  preserved,  and  how  this  was  effected  ? 
tut  after  a  short  review  of  his  own  arguments.  Dr.  Burrows 
resumes  his  primitive  views,  and  jproceeds  as  follows : 

<<But  how  shall  we  account  tor  these  variatipaa  in  the 
quantitv  of  blood  in  the  head,  if  the  cranium  be  a  complete 
sphere  r  Does  the  anatomical  structure  of  the  human  cra- 
nium warrant  the  opinion  that  it  is  a  complete  sphere,  capable 
of  reuumnff  its  contents  from  ih/e  influence  oft  atmospneric 
pressure?  I  think  not.  If  in  the  natural  state  of  the  parts, 
the  brain  is  defended  fi^m  atmospneric  pressure,  should  we 
not  expect  to  find  the  functions  of  thai  organ  disturbed  in  some 
way,  when  part  of  the  walls  of  this  sphere  is  wanting?  But 
in  children  with  open  fontanells,  and  in  adults  who  have  lost 
port  of  the  bones  of  the  cranium,  we  observe  no  peculiar  dis- 
turbance of  the  functions  of  the  brain  (?)  But  lastly,  the  ef- 
fects  of  gravitation  on  the  fluid  contents  of  the  cranium,  and 
the  effects  of  cunxing  slasses,  which  will  often  draw  blood 
from  the  vessels  ot  the  dura  mater,  causing^  ecchymosis  there, 
assures  us  that  the  cranium  is  not  a  perfect  aphere,  in  the 
sense  in  which  it  has  been  supposed.'' 

To  the  first  interrogatory  in  the  above  quotation  it  should 
be  rqilied  that  Dr.  B.  himself  leaches  "  that  the  whole  con- 
tents of  the  cranium  must  be  at  all  times  nearly  a  constant 
<j(iiaiitity,''  and  if  so,  it  follows  of  necessity,  that  **  these  varia- 
tions in  the  quantity  of  blood,"  ar^  due  to  corresponding  va- 
riations in  the  quantity  of  some  other  substance  within  the 
omnium.    And  further,  this  affirmtd  constancy  can  be  ac^. 

VOIi.  XIV— ^ 
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cotmted  for  only  on  the  ^ound  that  the  cranium  does  amply 
protect  its  contents  against  the  direct  pressure  of  the  atmos- 
phere. 

But  a  difference  of  opinion  amon^  physicians  of  the  pre- 
sent day,  respecting  the  nature  of  tne  mechanical  influence 
which  the  atmosphere  exerts  on  the  contents  of  the  cranium^ 
a  subject  which  tne  principles  of  natural  science  are  capable 
of  illustrating  in  all  its  bearings,  is  certainly  much  to  be  re- 
gretted. 

We  are  not  aware  that  the  cranium  has  ever  been  regarded 
as  "  a  perfect  sphere ;"  nor  yet,  as  **  defending  its  contents 
against  the  effects  of  atmospheric  pressure,''  but  only  as  a  firm 
bony  case,  capable  of  protecting  the  brain  irom  the  dired 
pessure  ot  the  atmosphere  ;  and  at  the  same  time,  maintuned 
in  a  state  of  constant  repletion  by  this  same  pressure  on  the 
surface  of  the  body.  The  superficial  surface  of  the  brain  is 
unquestionably  relieved,  by  the  intervention  of  the  skull,  from 
the  direct  stress  of  atmospheric  pressure ;  the  force  of  which 
would  otherwise  constantly  tencl  from  the  surface  toward  the 
centre  of  this  oi^n.  And  yet  the  structure  of  the  human 
body  is  such  that  pressure  unifdrmly  applied  to  its  surface,  as 
by  tne  atmosphere,  or  any  similar  agent,  cannot  fail  to  tell, 
with  nearly  equal  force,  upon  every  organ  and  tissue  within 
tile  range  of  the  circulation.  Thus  it  is  apperent,  that  the 
brain  is  subjected  to  a  sanguineous,  a  vascular  pressure,  result- 
ing from,  and  ecjual  to  atmospheric  pressure.  These  forces 
however,  tend  in  opposite  directions.  The  latter,  (atmos- 
pheric pressure,)  tends  from  the  surface  toward  the  centre  of 
organs,  inclining  to  diminish  their  volume,  by  reducing  the 
quantity  of  Mood  in  their  vessels.  The  former,  (vascular 
pressure,)  tends  from  the  vessels  towards  the  surface  of  the 
organ,  inclining  io  increase  its  volume,  by  distendine  its  vessels 
with  blood.  And  thus  the  superficial  surface  of  tne  brain  is 
pressed  against  the  internal  surface  of  the  skull,  by  a  force^ 
(vascular  pressure,)  equal  to  the  weight  of  the  atmosphere. 
And  in  the  absence  of  all  disturbing  forces,  these  two  sources 
of  pressure  balance  each  other  so  nicely  that  the  brain  is  often 
observed  to  maintain  its  volume,  and  aischarge  its  varied  func- 
tions with  perfect  harmony,  when  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  skull  is  removed.  This  vascular  pressure  on  the  brain  is, 
however,  liable  to  some  variations  under  the  same  atmosphere, 
although  this  latter  is  its  chief  source.  A  state  df  great  pie* 
tbora,  powerful  muscular  exertion,  ioterraption  of  tne  return 
of  the  blood  from  the  head,  over  action  of  the  heart,  and  oer- 
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tain  positions  of  the  body,  are  capable  of  increasing  it.  On 
the  other  hand,  a  state  of  great  anemia,  in  which  the  large 
vessels  throughout  the  body  are  contracted  below  their  natural 
caliber,  and  perhaps  some  other  conditions,  will  reduce  this 
vascular  pressure  below  the  weight  of  the  atmosphere.  In  the 
former  state,  every  observer  must  have  noted  tlie  prominent, 
the  tumid  condition  of  the  fontanels  in  the  unossined  head  of 
the  infant.  And  in  the  latter,  the  shrunken  appearance  of  the 
same  parts,  evincing  some  degree  of  recession  of  the  brain, 
followed  of  course  oy  the  scalp.  When  all  protection  is  re- 
moved from  a  portion  of  the  brain,  as  in  cases  of  grave  injury 
to  the  head,  the  effects  of  these  varying  states  of  the  circula- 
tion, and  of  other  causes  disturbing  the  equilibrium  between 
the  vascular  pressure  and  the  weight  of  the  atmosphere,  be- 
come painfullv  obvious;  producing,  in  the  one  case,  irrepres- 
sible and  fatal  cephalocele ;  and  in  the  other,  recession  of  the 
blood  from  the  head,  of  the  brain  from  the  cranium,  and  the 
consequent  sudden  death  of  the  sufferer,  calamities  which 
would  constantly  occur,  were  it  not  for  the  protection  afforded 
by  an  unyielding  cranium.  ^^  The  (alleged)  efllects  of  gravita- 
tion on  tne  fluid  contents  of  the  cranium,"  have  already  been 
considered ;  and  some  explanation  of  the  phenomena  attempt^ 
ed.  It  remains  then  to  notice  the  fact  that  <^  cuppins  glasses 
applied  to  the  scalp  often  draw  blood  from  the  vessels  of  the 
dura  mater,  causing  ecchymosis  there*"  What  is  the  ratio- 
nale of  this  process?  If  we  apply  a  cup  to  a  portion  of  the 
cranium  which  its  margin  will  accurately  fit,  and  exhaust  it, 
the  pressure  will  effectually  cut  off  the  circulation  between  the 
part  inclosed,  and  surrounding  portions  of  the  scalp ;  and,  of 
course,  if  we  draw  more  than  a  few  drops  of  blood,  it  must 
come  through  the  cranium.  Exhausting  the  cup,  we  empty 
the  encompassed  vessels  of  the  scalp, — these  vessels  anasto- 
mose with  those  of  the  pericranium,  and  they  are  consequently 
emptied.  But  the  vessels  of  the  pericranium  perforate  the 
skull  and  anastomose  with  those  of  the  dura  mater ;  and  of 
course  the  empty  vessels  without,  are  replenished  by  the  full 
vessels  within  the  cranium.  We  isolate  a  portion  of  the  scalp, 
empty  the  vessels  of  this  isolated  portion,  and  by  virtue  of 
vascular  continuity  alone,  we  draw  blood  through  the  era* 
nium,  and  from  the  vessels  of  the  dura  mater.  We  are  unable 
to  see  any  thing  in  this  process,  in  the  slightest  degree  out  of 
harmony  with  the  doctrine  in  question.  Were  the  cranium 
indeed  a  perfed  aphertj  and  the  brain  thereby  thrown  com- 
pletely out  or  the  range  of  the  circulation,  as  in  that  case  it 
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unquestionably  would  be;  then  it  is  clear  that  such  eftKis 
could  not  follow  the  application  of  cups  to  the  acalp.  But  it 
16  not  to  bdsu^^sed  tnat  such  opinions  were  ever  maintained. 
The  cranio-spinal  cavity,  it  is  true,  is  inapproachable,  except 
tibrough  the  medium  of  the  circulation ;  but  we  am  not  aware 
that  access  through  these  diannels  has  ever  been  questioned  l^ 
any  one.  From  principles  already  cited  it  is  apparent  that 
Uood  may  be  drawn  from  the  brain  by  cups,  the  lancet,  or 
any  other  means,  provided  only,  the  rappl J  to  that  oi^ an  be 
uninterrupted.  Were  this  cut  off,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  de- 
pletion could  be  effected,  even  by  the  powerful  agency  of  ex- 
nausted  cups ;  for  the  walls  by  which  the  brain  is  surrounded 
are  not  of  a  nature  to  contract  upon  their  contents  to  accom* 
modate  the  process;  and  it  is  not  probable  that  the  blood  oould 
be  so  powenully  influenoed  as  to  produce  a  vacuum  by<leavinff 
the  head,  even  lor  the  laudable  purpose  of  filling  an  exhausted 
cup. 

The  second  section  of  Dr.  Burrows'  book  is  devoted  to  the 
subject  of  ^'  vascular  pressure  within  the  cranium,  and  its  influp 
ence  on  the  functions  of  the  brain."  And  on  this  subject  we 
propose  to  notice  one  or  two  positions  maintained  by  the 
author.  He  says :  ^<  A  principal  and  constant  cause  of  pres- 
sure from  within,  is  the  momentum  of  the  blood,  distending 
the  vessels  ramifying  in  the  membraaes  and  substance  of  the 
brain.  This  pressure  arises,  partly  from  arterial,  and  partly 
from  venous  distention ;  also  it  is  increased  during:  expiration, 
and  diminished  during  inspiration ;  and  although  Ae  substance 
of  the  brain  is  very  unyielding  and  incompressible,  neverthe- 
less  it  sustains,  and  is  influenced  by  the  vascular  pressure.  I 
consider  it  essential,  in  studying  the  physiology  or  pathology 
of  the  brain,  to  have  constantly  in  remembrance  the  existence 
of  this  vital  force."  The  functions  <^  the  brain  cannot  pro- 
bably be  maintained  in  a  healthy  state  without  a  ceitain 
amount  of  pressure  on  the  cerebral  substance.  Any  variations 
of  pressure  which  we  can  artificially  produce  and  estimate, 
appear  to  affect  the  functions  oi  this  organ."  '^  Numerous 
causes  may  a&ct  the  momentum  of  the  vessels  of  the  head, 
and  hence  give  rise  to  very  different  degrees  df  vascular  pres* 
sure ;  at  one  time  this  may  become  excessive,  oppress  the 
organ,  and  suspend  its  functions ;  at  another  time  it  is  insuf- 
ficient, and  seems  to  be  inadequate  to  sustain  those  functions." 
For  the  sake  of  brevi^  we  would  just  state,  that  Dr.  B.  main- 
tains  at  great  length,  tnat  on  the  one  hand  increased  vascular 
pressure  on  the  substance  of  the  brain,  is  the  efficient  cause  of 
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apoplectic  coma ;  and  he  expresses  the  opinion^  that  in  a  vast 
majority  of  cases  of  apoplexy,  the  coma  n  attributable  to  the 
pressure  induced  by  vascular  congestion  of  the  brain.^  On 
the  other  hand  **  that  sjmcope,  however  induced,  is  occasioned 
by  insufficient  vascular  pressure  on  the  brain,  and  not  from 
the  inadequate  quantity  of  blood  supplied  to  the  brain  and  its 
vessels,  as  is  commonly  supposed.'^ 

We  fully  coDcur  with  the  author,  as  to  the  existence  of  a 
constant  and  powerful  vascular  pressure  on  the  substance  of 
the  brain ;  but  not  so  fully,  as  to  either  the  causes,  or  the  ef- 
fects of  this  pressure.  We  have,  on  another  page,  stated  our 
views  respecting  its  nature  and  origin,  and  it  remains  only  to 
consider  the  ratholo^ical  effects  attributed  by  Dr.  B.  to  the 
increase  and  aiminution  of  this  force.  But  before  we  proceed, 
it  will  be  right  to  clear  the  premises  of  certain  (][ae8tions  which 
may  otherwise  complicate  and  embarrass  the  inquiTy.  It  is 
not  doubted  that  many  conditions  of  the  brain  exist,  capable 
of  suspending  at  once,  and  permanently,  the  functional  acti- 
vity or  the  or|^n.  Such  are  extensive  softening,  abscess,  gan* 
Sene,  laceration,  and  violent  concussion.  But  aside  ^om 
ese  grave  lesions,  the  functions  of  animal  life  may  be  per- 
fectly suspended,  and  this  condition  may  continue  some  hours 
without  a  positive  interruption  of  the  functions  of  organic  life, 
and  pass  off,  leaving  no  visible  trace  of  its  presence,  consti- 
tuting profound  but  transient  coma.  Or  it  may  progress,  the 
torpor  mvading  the  seat  of  the  respiratory  functions,  until  life 
is  gradually  extlnkuished,  thus  constituting  death  by  coma. 
And  further,  healthy  persons  are  sometimes  instantly  overta- 
ken, under  some  emotional  impulse,  or  other  sudden  impres- 
sion, by  perfect  suspension  of  all  the  functions,  animal  and 
organic,  constituting,  as  the  case  may  be,  either  transient  or 
fatal  syncope.  Now  it  appears  that  both  these  remarkable 
conditions  (coma  and  sjmcope,)  may  occur  without  any  appre- 
ciable sUiictural  lesion;  and  it  is  the  present  purpose  to  inquire 
after  the  efficient  cause  upon  which  they  rei^ctively  depend. 
In  support  of  the  position  that  coma  is  caused  by  vascular 

S pressure  on  the  substance  of  the  brain.  Dr.  B.  refers  to  the 
act  that  in  cases  of  death  from  apoplei^,  the  cerebral  vessels 
are  often  found  distended  with  blood ;  and  when  this  condi- 
tion is  absent^  he  supposes  it  to  have  been  removed*  by  vene- 
section, or  other  depleting  measures,  at  too  late  a  period  in 
the  disease  to  preserve  life.  He  also  refers  to  a  number  of 
facts  and  circumstances  which  favor  the  idea  that  apoplexy  is 
generally  associated  with  congestion  of  the  brain. 
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There  are  numerous  cases  of  coma  on  record,  where  the 
evidence  of  the  presence  of  conj^tion,  or  indeed,  of  unusual 
pressure  from  any  other  cause,  is  wanting ;  nay,  in  some  in- 
stances the  evidence  clearly  favors  the  existence  of  an  oppo- 
site condition  of  the  brain.  But  were  it  established  beyond  a 
question  that  congestion  is  uniformly  attended  by  coma,  the 
proposed  relation  Between  increased  vascular  pressure  and 
cama^  would  not  necessarily  follow.  For  although  increased 
vascular  pressure  may  be  one  of  the  legitimate  effects  of  con- 
gestion of  the  brain,  it  is  not  the  only  one  ;  it  may  be  an  in- 
nocent effect,  incapable  of  disturbing  the  functions  of  the  or^n, 
while  some  other  effect  of  the  congestion  may  be  the  efficient 
cause  of  the  coma.  But  this  position  is  supported  by  other 
writers  and  other  facts. 

"  That  this  uniformity  (of  pressure  on  the  brain.)  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  the  funciional  exercise,  (of  the  brain,)  is 
evident  from  a  few  well  known  facts.  If  an  aperture  be  made 
in  the  skull,  and  the  protruding  portion  of  the  brain  be  subjec- 
ted to  pressure,  the  immediate  suspension  of  the  activity  of 
the  whole  organ  is  the  result ;  in  this  manner  a  state  resem- 
bling profound  sleep  can  be  induced  in  a  moment,  and  the 
normal  activity  is  renewed  as  momentarily,  as  soon  as  the 
pressure  is  withdrawn.  This  |rfienomena  has  often  been  ob- 
served in  human  subjects,  in  cases  in  which  a  portion  of  the 
cranial  envelop  has  been  lost  by  disease  or  injury.*' — [Car- 
penter's Phys. 

Vascular  pressure,  and  pressure  applied  to  the  surface  of  the 
brain,  are  liable  to  afiect  both  the  circulation,  and  the  func- 
tions of  that  organ  very  differently.  Besides,  pressure  on  a 
oephalocele  is  not  constantly  followed  by  coma,  for  this  is  a 
leffitimate  and  successful  mode  of  treating  this  kind  of  tumor; 
wnich  would  not  be  the  case,  were  it  always,  or  very  often, 
productive  of  so  grave  a  symptom  as  coma.  And  if  it  were, 
it  would  be  difficult  to  say  that  there  is  no  hidden  link  in  the 
chain  between  the  pressure  and  the  coma.  It  may  be  thai 
pressure  suspends  the  functions  of  the  brain,  only  when,  and 
oecause,  it  suspends  the  circulation  in  that  organ ;  and  if  so, 
although  it  may  often  be  the  exciting^  it  is  never  the  efficient 
cause  of  this  condition. 

In  support  of  the  position  that  syncope  is  the  efiect  of  insuf- 
ficient pressure  on  the  brain,  the  author  refers  to  a  large  num- 
ber of  well  known  facts;  such  as  suspended  or  greatly  enfee- 
bled action  of  the  heart,  compression  or  li^tion  of  the  caro- 
tids, hemorrhage  nnd  other  diebilitating    discharges,  anemia 
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the  influence  of  posture,  and  of  the  revolving  bed  of  Darwin^ 
&c.,  all  of  whico  are  well  calculated  to  show  that  the  func- 
tional activity  of  the  brain  is,  on  some  score,  greatly  influent 
ced  by  the  supply  of  blood  it  receives.  And  the  statements, 
arguments,  and  illustrations  of  the  author,  afford  evidence  that 
be  is  profoundly  impressed  with  the  idea  that  the  paramount 
end  of  the  cerebral  circulation  is,  to  secure  the  requisite  pres* 
sure  on  the  substance  of  the  brain.  As  an  example  of  the  im^ 
portance  attached  to  pressure  in  sustaining  the  functions  of 
this  organ  in  the  absence  of  bloody  we  will  make  a  single  quo- 
tation. 

*^  In  this  rare  cerebral  affection  (hypertrophy,)  the  mem- 
branes  and  stAstanees  are  found  dry^  and  devoid  of  blood  or 
serum^  the  medullary  matter  is  as  white  and  firm  as  6/anc- 
mangey  or  hard  boiled  white  of  egg.  The  cranium  is  already 
so  completely  filled  by  hjrpertrophy  of  the  cerebral  substance 
that  the  blood  is  unable  to  make  its  way  through  the  vessels ; 
and  wilh  all  this  bloodlessness  of  the  organ^  we  witness  none 
of  the  ner\'ous  symptoms  of  general  anemia.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  symptoms  are  rather  those  commonly  ascribed  to 
the  effects  of  inordinate  supply  of  blood  to  the  brain." 

If  the  starling  statements  m  this  quotation  are  to  be  accepted 
as  canonical,  then  we  may  as  well  admit  growth  without  nutri- 
ment, action  without  a  stimulus,  eflects  without  causes,  which 
no  one  will  do.  It  is  infinitely  more  natural  to  believe  the 
most  competent  observer  liable  to  error  with  regard  to  a  matter 
of  fact ;  and  we  therefore  feel  inclined  to  rest  in  the  belief  that 
the  presence,  and  free  circulation,  of  at  least  some  quantity  of 
arterial  blood,  is  necessary  to  the  development  and  func- 
tional activity  of  the  brain,  notwithstanding  the  nicest  adjust- 
ment of  pressure  that  can'  be  appli^  or  even  conceived. 

But  are  the  views  maintamed  by  Dr.  B.,  respecting  the 
pathological  effects  of  various  degrees  of  vascular  pressure  on 
the  substance  of  the  brain,  capable  of  being  reconciled  with 
certain  well  known  facts?  We  have  advanced  the  position 
that  the  brain  is  subject  to  a  sanguineous  or  vascular  pressure, 
resulting  from,  and  eaual  to  atmospheric  pressure.  And  if 
so,  it  is  obvious  that  ail  variations  in  atmospheric  pressure  are 
attended  b^  corresponding  variations  in  the  vascular  pressure 
on  the  bram.  Hence,  if  we  could  determine  the  extremes  of 
atmospheric  pressure  under  which  this  organ  is  capable  of 
performing  its  functions,  we  should  know  the  degrees  of  vas- 
cular pressure  which  are  respectively  required  to  constitute 
the  causes  of  coma  and  syncope.    a\xt  we  regret  that  we  are 
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not  in  posseMion  of  the  necessary  £ict8  for  the  sncc^ssftil  pro- 
secution of  this  point  in  the  inquiiy.  We  do  not  know  to 
what  height  above  the  sea  level  human  beings  have  ascended; 
either  on  mountaina  or  in  balloons.  Neither  do  we  know  to 
what  depths  below  the  surface  of  the  sea  divers  have  descend- 
ed, either  in  the  usual  mode,  or  in  diving  bells.  And  we  are 
not  in  possession  of  a  full  and  satisfactory  accooot  of  the  sen* 
sations,  symptoms,  and  vital  phenomena,  which  extreme  de« 

Cirtures  from  the  mean  pressure  of  the  atmosphere  are  capa^- 
e  of  producing.  Persons  descending  in  divine  bells,  have 
not,  in  the  meagre  narratives  we  have  met  with,  noted  anjf 
symptoms  approarhinff  those  of  coma.  Acute  pain  in  the 
ears,  and  certain  undefined  <' peculiar  sensations''  are  promi- 
nently noted.  The  narratives  represent  persons  as  naving 
descended  <'  many  fathoms  below  the  surface  of  the  sea,"  ^*to 
the  bottom  of  the  sea,"  &c.  And  we  are  in  possession  of 
data  which  render  it  probable  that  persons  have  descended  in 
diving  bdls  about  one  hundred  feet  below  the  surface  of  the 
sea.  At  the  pearl  fisheries  at  Oeylon,  the  most  famous  in 
the  world,  and  which  have  been  carried  on  with  great  succesi 
for  many  centuries,  the  average  depth  of  the  oyster  banks  is 
about  seventy-five  feet.  And  we  are  informed  that  the  divers 
sometimes  go  down  more  than  one  hundred  feet.  And  yet 
we  have  seen  no  notice  of  coma,  apoplexy,  or  any  kindred 
election. 

On  the  other  hand,  perrons  ascending  to  great  heights  above  * 
the  sea  level,  have  suffered  from  prostration  of  strength,  relax- 
ation, roaring  in  the  ears,  dimness  of  vision,  vertigo,  a  stats 
resembling  sea  sickness,  but  worse,  incessant  vomiting, 
severe  pains  in  the  back  and  bowels,  hemorrhage  from  the 
mucous  surfaces,  an  irresistible  tendency  to  sleep,  &c.,  &c« 
But  to  what  extent  these  synoptoms  are  attributable  to  fatigue, 
low  temperature,  or  diminished  pressure,  it  is  difficult  to  say. 
Oreen  and  Dr.  Lock,  at  different  times,  ascended  in  haloons 
to  a  height  of  nearly  four  miles.  Gay  Lossac,  as  long  ago 
as  1804,  reached  an  elevation  of  more  than  four  and  a  third 
miles.  And  yet  at  these  aidily  heighiSf  the  eronauts  seemed 
to  have  retained  their  faculties ;  for  they  were  able  to  manage 
their  machines,  and  make  frequent  observations.  In  a  ba- 
rometer situated  one  hundred  feet  below  the  surface  of  the 
sea,  whether  in  the  water  or  in  a  diving  bell,  the  mercury 
will  stand  at  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  inches,  in- 
dicating a  pressure  equal  to  four  atmospheres.  At  an  eleva- 
tion of  four  and  a  third  miles,  the  murcury  will  stand  at  about 
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nine  and  thirty-five  hundredth  inches,  showingless  than  one 
third  of  the  mean  pressure  at  the  sea  level.  The  difference 
in  the  height  <^  the  mercurial  column^  at  the  two  stations^  is. 
about  one  nuiMlred  and  eleven  inches.  And  the  di&rence  in 
the  pressure  on  the  superficial  inch  about  fifty-four  pounds. 

iff  then,  we  are  correct  in  our  premises,  and  if  we  have  not 
unwittingly  overlooked  some  fallacy,  capable  of  vitiating  the 
whole  process  of  reasoning,  and  setting  aside  our  conclusions, 
it  is  sufficiently  obvious  that  increased  vascular  pressure  on 
the  substance  of  the  brain,  is  not  the  efficient  cause  of  coma ; 
and  that  diminished  vascular  pressure  on  this  organ  is  not  the 
efficient  cause  of  syncope. 

What,  then,  is  the  cause  of  these  two  remarkable  manifes- 
cations  of  disease? 

To  this  in(][uiry  we  would  not  pretend  to  give  a  positive 
answer,  but  it  is  our  present  conviction  that  they  are  both  due 
to  certain  conditions  of  the  circulation.  In  the  present  state 
of  physiology  it  appears  probable  that  a  well  organized  and 
sound  brain,  and  a  nealthy  state  of  the  circulation,  constitute 
the  conditi(»i8  necessary  to  the  functional  activity  of  the  ot* 
^.  That  under  Uiese  conditions  the  phenomena  of  sensa-^ 
tion,  motion,  and  mind,  flow  as  naturally  as  the  slreain  from 
the  fountain.  That  a  due  supply  of  blood  is  indispensible  to 
this  end,  is  a  proposition  resting  on  as  broad  a  basis  as  per* 
haps  any  truth  in  physiolor^.  it  is  equally  well  known  that 
the  peripheral  expansions  of  the  nerves  of  an  extremity,  lose 
their  function,  when  the  circulation  is  arrested  in  the  limb. 
It  is,  however,  guite  certain  that  crave  leaions  of  certain  poN 
tions  gI  the  brain  may  exist,  without  obvious  disturbance  of 
the  known  functions  of  that  organ.  From  which  it  is  equally 
certain  that  the  circulation  might  be  suspended  iu  these  same 

S^rtions  of  the  brain,  without  producing  immediate  signs  of 
sease.  But  it  is  in  the  highest  degree  probable  that  sumen^ 
ded  oircuhtion  in  any  one  of  the  gangliomc  centres^  woulol  be 
followed  at  once,  were  not  the  brain  a  double  omn,  by  some 
manifestation  of  disorder,  and  that  this  would  ne  the  moie 
striking,  the  more  elevated  the  function  of  the  disordered 
ganriion.  If  suspended  circulation  in  the  ganglionic  centrea 
of  the  life  of  relation,  be  the  efficient  cause  of  coma,  then 
certain  states  of  vascular  engorgement,  sudden  and  proflise 
hemorrhage,  the  ligation  <yf  the  carotids,  the  a{^lication  of 
pressure  to  the  superficial  surface  of  the  brain,  and  many 
other  conditions,  may  be  justly  regarded  as  exciting  causes  dl 
thb  aflbction ;  and  this  is  amply  confirmed  by  the  eiq^erienoe 
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of  writers  on  pathology.  But  the  respiration  of  anaesthetics, 
and  certain  carbonceous  gases,  demonstrate  that  the  functions 
of  animal  life  may  be  entirely  suspended,  while  the  circula- 
tion is  still  going  on  in  a  well  organized  brain.  And  it  is 
thus  made  apparent  that  these  functions  can  be  maintained 
only  while  their  ganglionic  centres  are  duly  supplied  with  a 
pure  arterial,  a  highly  oxygenized  blood.  The  same  circum- 
stance shows  that  the  functions  of  organic  life  may  be  main- 
tained by  a  less  pure  blood.  The  imperfect  aeration  of  the 
blood  of  the  lower  grades  of  animals  whose  lives  resemble 
erratic  vegetation,  alfords  another  illustration  of  the  same 
principle.  In  fact,  a  simple  comparison  of  the  respiration, 
circulation,  and  vital  phenomena  or  the  several  orders  of  ani- 
mated beings,  is  sufficient  to  show  that  an  important  end  of 
both  respiration  and  circulation,  is  to  supply  the  tissues  with 
oxygen,  and  that  the  quantity  of  this  agent  required  by  any 
animal,  or  any  organ,  %3  a  just  measure  of  the  activity  and 
the  elevation  of  the  animal  or  the  organ  in  question.  There 
is  the  highest  degree  of  probability  that  the  functional  action 
of  the  brain  is  the  immediate  result  of  the  union  of  oxygen 
with  one  or  more  of  the  elements  of  which  that  organ  is  com- 
posed; that  every  thought,  every  emotion,  every  voluntary 
act,  involves  the  oxydation,  and  consequent  disorganization 
of  cerebral  tissue.  That  when  oxygen  is  withheld,  disinte- 
gration is  arrested,  and  thought  instantly  suspended.  Besides 
tne  direct  observations  by  wnich  this  doctrine  is  so  well  sus- 
tained, it  is  supported  by  an  endless  variety  of  remote  analo- 
gies. This  agent,  so  essential  to  all  the  active  and  elevated 
operations  of  animal  life,  is  not  less  necessary  to  termination, 
development,  and  decay  in  the  vegetable  kingdom ;  and  it 
plays  a  prominent  part  in  that  endless  round  of  events  which 
18  constantly  going  on  inthe  world  of  inorganic  matter.  And  it 
is  a  remarkable  fact  that  in  each  of  these  departments  of  na- 
ture, active  and  striking  phenomena  are  not  only  dependent 
on  the  action  of  oxyjeen,  but  are  constantly  associated  with 
some  modification  of  disorganization.  So  that  it  would 
seem  that,  notwithstanding  this  process  involves  the  idea  of 
final  dissolution,  it  also  comprehends  all  that  is  meant  by  ri* 
talforce. 

There  is  thus  a  physiolorical  probability  that  coma  is  often 
caused  by  isi  suspension  of  the  circulation  of  highly  oxygi* 
nised  blood  in  the  ganglionic  centres  of  the  life  of  rehiion^ 
And  that  syncope  is  due  to  suspended  circulation  in  the  ner- 
vous centres  of  organic  life,  as  well  as  the  life  of  relation. 
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But  we  are  conrtrained  to  stop  at  the  very  threshhold  of  this 
interesting  subject,  without  even  surveying  the  rich  fields 
which  He  beyond. 

MiltotHf  Indiana^  Nov.  SOM,  1862. 
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COMMERGAL  HOSPITAL,  CiNQNNATi. 

Medical  Clinic — Professor  Lawson  attending  Physician. 
Record  by  D.  R.  Dtche,  M.  D.,  Resident  Physician. 

Case    1. — Crural   Pblxbitis. — Anasarca    followino 
Intsrmittsnt  Fkvsr. 

Conrad  Keninger,  aged  28,  boatman,  admitted  Dec.  16th. 
Taken  sick  three  months  ago  with  intermittent  fever,  which 
continued  about  two  week»--after  which,  the  left  leg  became 
very  much  swollen  and  painful.  The  entire  limb  was  about 
twice  the  natural  size.  In  about  two  months  the  swellidg 
gradually  subsided,  but  was  followed  by  a  precisely  similar 
condition  of  the  right  leg,  wh'ch  is  now  greatly  enlarged,  and 
painful ;  the  pain  preceded  the  swelling,  ana  is  now  most 
severe  in  the  course  of  the  blood  vessels — also  has  had  a 
slight  tendency  to  diarrhcea.  Bowels  opened  four  times  in 
the  last  twenty^four  hours.  Patient  is  considerably  emacia* 
ted — skin  pale— pulse  feeble-*-8pleen  somewhat  enlarged. 
Qr.  Warm  fomentations  to  the  limb. 

Dec.  20th. — Leg  not  quite  so  painful — bowels  rather  loose^ 
tongue  moist  and  smoother  than  natural.  Continue  fomenta- 
tions, 

».  Chalk  Mist  Sss. 

Tr.  Opii.  gtt.  z.  M.  S.  every  three  hours. 

Dec.  22. — There  is  less  pain  and  some  reduction  of  the 
swelling  of  the  W.  There  is  tenderness  on  pressure  over 
the  course  of  the  femoral  vein,  which  can  be  felt  like  a  hard 
and  rigid  cord.  The  superficial  veins  are  distended,  giving  a 
mottled  appearance  of  the  integument;  urinary  secretionveiy 
free.     Continue  the  fomentations. 

Under  the  continued  application  of  the  hot  flannels,  with 
no  important  internal  meaication,  the  limb  gradually  im- 
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proved,  and  in  the  course  of  two  weeks  there  was  but  IHtle 
pain  or  swelling  remaining.  But  after  the  subsidence  of  the 
disease  in  the  limb  now  under  treatment,  pain  and  swelling 
recommenced  in  the  other  leg,  which  haa  been  aflB»cted  in 
the  first  place.  The  pain,  tenderness  and  redness  followed 
the  course  of  the  femoral  vein,  and  that  vessel  could  be  dis- 
tinctly felt  like  a  cord  beneath  the  interments.  The  treat- 
ment consisted  in  fomentations,  cathartics,  the  internal  em- 
ployment of  hydriodate  of  potash,  and  (he  external  aoplication 
of  the  tincture  of  iodine  to  the  inflamed  limb.  Under  this 
treatment  the  disease  mdually  abated. 

Commentarjfx — This  case  is  interesting  from  the  fact  that 
it  is  a  severe  lesion  measurably  concealed  by  the  oedema  of 
the  part.  It  would  therefore  lie  readily  mistaken  for  simple 
anasarca ;  but  a  careful  analvsis  of  the  symptoms  clearly  ex- 
hibits its  true  character.  The  disease  commenced  near  the 
ancle,  which,  in  the  beginning  was  painful  to  the  touch,  al- 
though but  slightly  swollen;  but  the  inflammatory  action  ra- 
pidly extended  upward,  following  the  course  of  the  femoral 
.vein,  which  became  very  painful  to  the  touch,  especially  at 
the  upper  portion.    There  was  some  swetling  and  pain  in  the 

¥oin,  and  the  superficial  veins  were  considerably  distended* 
he  whole  limb  was  moderately  painful,  and  the  cellular  tis-> 
sue  lai^ely  distended  with  serum,  so  that  very  distinct  pitting 
oecurrMi  on  pressure  with  the  finger.  Upon  the  recurrence  cX 
disease  in  the  limb  first  affected,  the  femoral  vein  was  found 
very  distinctly  swollen,  and  tender  to  the  touch. 

The  precise  cause  of  this  afiection,  in  the  present  case,  is 
not  very  apparent ;  indeed,  the  patients'  account  of  its  access 
is  so  imperrect  that  we  cannot  oerive  any  reliable  information 
from  that  source.  His  system,  however,  seems  to  have  been 
impaired  bv  a  somewhat  obstinate  intermittent,  although  no 
extensive  visceral  disease  could  be  detected;  and  it  is  proba- 
ble that  continued  exposure  proved  the  immediate  exciting 
cause. 

The  pathological  condition  of  a  vein  involved  in  inflam- 
mation, IS  quite  characteristic,  and  cannot  eeeily  be  mistaken 
for  any  other  lesion.  The  inflammation  is  located,  or  beg^ 
in  the  lining  membrane  of  the  vessel,  which  is  a  serous  tissue; 
from  this  it  extends  to  the  other  coats,  and  mav  also  involve 
the  extra-vaecular  tissue.  The  intravascular  changes  are,  in- 
jection of  the  lining  membrane,  eflusion  of  Ivmph,  and  coa<» 
gulation  of  the  blo<xi.  The  extent  of  these  changes  are  quite 
variable.    In  some  cases,  the  efllusion  of  lymph  and  coagula* 
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lion  of  blood  are  not  sufficiently  extensive  to  entirely  obstnict 
the  circcdation ;  but  even  in  snch  cases  there  is  an  impedi- 
ment  to  the  free  return  of  blood,  arising  from  the  caliber  of 
the  vessel  havine  been  diminished  by  the  coagula.  In 
other  examples,  the  vessel  becomes  completely  plugged,  and 
the  circulation  is  consequently  entirely  suspencied.  But  in 
severe  cases,  the  morbid  process  does  not  end  here ;  the  ob- 
structed part  becomes  the  seat  of  suppuration,  the  efiused 
fibrin  and  coagula  having  been  transformed  into  pus.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  all  of  the  coats  of  the  vessels  may  become  in- 
volved; they  swell,  become  separated  by  serous  and  fibrinous 
effusions,  and,  as  the  supurative  action  extends,  the  vascular 
tunics  melt  down^  and  become  dissolved  by  the  destructive 
procees. 

It  will  be  remarked  that  two  evil  consequences  follow  phle- 
bitis: 1.  The  obstruction  to  the  free  return  of  blood;  and  2. 
The  formation  of  pus,  which,  when  the  clots  give  way,  or  the 
vessels  are  opened  by  ulceration,  may  reach  the  circulation. 
These  results  are  widely  different,  but  both  become  formida- 
ble in  many  cases,  and  either  may  prove  fatal.  If  the  in- 
flamed vessel  woceed  from  an  important  viscus,  (such  as  the 
brain,  lungs,  liver,  etc.,)  the  obstruction  which  follows  its 
complete  obliteration  is  often  quite  sufilcient  to  cause  fatal  le- 
nons.  And  if  suppuration  occur,  the  patient  may  linger  for  a 
time,  but  finally  it  is  too  often  fatal,  either  from  exhaustion, 
or  the  introduction  of  pus  into  the  system ;  to  which  must  be 
added,  the  lesion  of  the  viscus  itself,  when  an  internal  organ 
becomes  involved. 

In  the  elcample  before  us,  the  disease  was  comparatively 
mild,  and  although  there  was  great  obstruction  offered  to  the 
free  return  of  blood  from  the  extremity,  (evinced  by  the  gen- 
eral swelling  and  oedema,)  yet  the  vessel  did  not  become  en- 
tirely obliterated,  nor  did  suppuration  occur.  Indeed,  it  is 
hAralv  pobable  that  suppuration  can  take  place  so  long  as  the 
circulation  maintains  a  tolerable  degree  of  freedom.  More- 
over, the  parts  involved  in  this  case  were  not  vital,  so  that  the 
constitution  did  not  materially  suffer;  and  when  the  inflam- 
mation was  subsided  no  important  fimction  remained  im- 
paired. 

These  facts  account  for  the  disease  yielding  so  readily  to 
mild  remedies.  In  the  severe  examples,  the  most  vigorous 
treatment  becomes  necessanr,  such  as  general  and  local  bleed- 
ing, blisters,  antimony,  and  especially  mercury. 

It  is  prolntble  that  pAlebitM-— both  visceral  and  external— ' 
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18  a  more  common  affection  than  is  generally  supposed.  We 
need  not  be  surprised  that  it  should  be  overlooked ;  for  the 
surrounding  parts  so  speedily  take  on  the  characteristics  of 
common  inflammation,  that  the  vascular  disease  becomes 
measurably  obscured.  Nor  can  it  be  detected  even  by  post-mor- 
tem examination,  except  by  a  close  inspection  of  the  interior 
of  the  vessel  involved.  When  the  viscera  are  its  seat,  the  en- 
tire organ  soon  becomes  involved  in  the  morbid  action, 
which  may  readily  withdraw  attention  from  the  local  affec- 
tion; and  even  if  suppuration  has  taken  place,  it  is  apt  to  be 
regarded  as  a  common  abscess,  resulting  from  general  inflam- 
mation. 

Cass  2. — Lbad-poisoning — ^abskncb  of  Colic — Diar- 
RHCEA  PRB8KNT — FATAL  BT  CoMA. — Henrv  Gottschark,  ased 
33,  house  painter,  admitted  Dec.  11th,  with  pain  and  regiait^ 
of  the  muscles  of  the  extremities — there  is  also  a  rigid  condi- 
tion of  the  muscles  of  the  abdomen,  and  a  very  distinct  blue 
line  upon  the  gums  and  teeth.  This  condition  of  the  mus- 
cles has  continued  for  four  months .  Bowels  have  not  been 
costive  at  any  period  of  the  disease ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
there  has  been  a  constant  tendency  to  diarrhoea;  pulse  is  now 
feeble  ;  surface  about  the  natural  temperature. 

Was  ordered  Br  Camph.  pulv.  grs.  v. 

Opii  "      «     ss. 

Dec.  12. — Slept  none  last  night;  pain  in  the  limbs  more 
intense ;  bowels  moved  once  during  the  night ;  pulse  not  quite 
so  feeble. 

{b  Hydrarg  sub.  mur. 
Rhei.  pulv.  aa.  grs.  x. 

Warm  fomentations  were  applied  to  the  extremities,  and  in 
the  eveninff  an  injection  of  oil  and  turpentine  was  given. 

Dec.  13. — Bowels  opened  very  freely.  Extremities  in 
about  the  same  condition;  muscles  of  the  lower  jaw  rigid. 

A  warm  bath  was  directed,  and  in  the  evening  the  injection 
was  repeated. 

Dec.  14. — Pain  somewhat  relieved ;  had  several  evacua- 
tions from  the  bowels ;  pulse  feeble;  temperature  of  the  sur- 
face about  natural ;  stools  are  dark  and  veiy  offensive. 
Ijc  Hydrarg  sub.  mur. 

Camph.  pulv.  aa.  grs.  v.  *  To  be  repeated  every   six 
hours. 

Dec.  16. — Has  not  much  pain.  There  is  still  a  rigid  con- 
dition of  the  muscles  of  the  extremities  and  abdomen ;  had 
several  convulsions  this  morning;  pulse  about  natural  in  fre- 
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quency,  tolerably  ftiU  and  compressible ;  bowels  moved  once» 
]^  Ol  Recini,  3j* 

"  Terebinth.  3J.  M. 
Dec.  16. — Pain  in  the  limbs  intense ;  muscles  rigid;  pulse 
frequent,  small  and  moderate  in  force ;  temperature  of  the 
surface  natural. 

Br  Warm  bath,  and  fomentations  to  extremitiesi  and 
9r  Dilute  sul.  acid,  gtt.  x. 
Morpb.  sul.  gr8.j. 
The  patient  soon  became  quiet,  and  in  the  afternoon  was 
found  in  a  state  of  stupor,  from  which  it  was  almost  impossi- 
ble to  arouse  him.     Cups  were  applied  to  the  nucha,  and  an 
injection  of  oil  and  turpentine  given. 

Dec.  17. — Is  in  a  state  of  partial  stupor;  bowels  not 
•pened. 

»  01.  Bicini  Sj. 
01.  Terebinth.  3j. 
Dec.  18.— Bowels  opened  freely^  otherwise  in  about  the 
same  condition  as  on  yesterday.    Ordered  9r  Dilute  sul.  acid 
gtt.  X  tef.  die. 

Dec.  19. — Still  partial  stupor,  and  a  painful  and  ridd  con- 
dition of  the  muscles  of  the  extremities  ;  pulse  60  and  feeble; 
temperature  of  the  head  and  trunk  about  natural,  while  the 
extremities  are  cold;  respiration  14  per  minute.  Continued 
the  dilute  sul.  acid,  and 
1^  Mucil.  Acacie  3ss. 

Am.  carb.  grs.  v.  M.  every  hour. 
Dec.  20.— Condition  about  the  same.    Continued  treat- 
ment. 

Dec.  21. — Pulse  slightlj^  increased  in  force  since  yesterday 
morning;  there  is  less  pain  and  muscular  rigidity;  bowels 
opened  once. 

It  is  quite  unnecessary  to  recoid  the  progress  and  treatment 
of  this  case  further.  No  maiterial  alleviation  occurred ;  the 
patient  become  more  and  more  stupid,  and  finally  sank  into  a 
comatose  condition  and  died. 

Commentary. — This  case  is  especially  interesting  in  s 
ii^  that  had^oUoning  may  proceed  even  to  a  fatal  issue 
without  the  occurrence  of  colic.  It  is  a  pe9X  mistake  to  sup- 
pose  that  Uad-colic  is  a  necessaiy  attendant  on  saturnismw  ; 
on  the  contraiy,  the  spasmodic  condition  of  the  alimentary 
tube,  is  but  ont  of  the  results  of  the  poisoning.  In  the  exani- 
pie  before  us,  the  patient  had  never  been  the  subject  of  colic ; 
and  at  the  time  ofadmission,  instead  of  spasms  of  the  bowels» 
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with  the  necessary  constipatioD,  he  had  actaal  dtarrhcsa.  Bat 
although  the  spasmodic  state  of  the  intestinal  canal  was  absent, 
other  torms  oi  inordinate  muscular  contraction  were  present. 
Thus,  the  abdominal  muscles  were  firm  and  rigid,  exhibiting 
very  nearly  a  state  of  tonic  spasm,  and  the  same  condltioii 
was  witnessed  in  the  muscles  of  the  fore  arms.  Finally  gene- 
ral convulsions  came  on,  and  it  was  apparent  that  the  nervous 
centres  were  deeply  involved  in  the  morbid  action.  From 
the  beginning,  inaeed,  the  patient  gave  signs  of  cerebral  di- 
sease, and  it  was  early  preoicted  that  coma  would  ultimately 
supervene. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact,  that  lead,  when  it  fully  enters  the 
circulation,  becomes  somewhat  permanently  attached  to  dif* 
ferent  tissues ;  and  when  the  brain  becomes  thus  invaded,  it 
is  apt  to  result  in  fatal  disorganization.  Indeed,  it  seems  very 
difficult  to  dislodge  lead  from  the  system,  especially  from  ner- 
vous matter.  When  attached  to  the  brain  it  is  apt  to  result  in 
convulsions,  palsy,  coma,  and  death ;  when  the  nerves  alone 
are  invaded,  spasms  and  palsy  are  the  consequences.  In  the 
case  before  us,  no  treatment  could  promise  mors  than  mere 
palliation. 

Chloroform  in  Dehrium  Tremens.    By  T.  J.  Coolsy,  M. 

D.,  Madison,  Indiana. 

Some  months  ago,  I  was  treating  a  bad  case,  which  had  for 
twelve  days  resisted  all  the  means  ever  resorted  to  in  Hospi- 
tals, as  emetics,  cathartics,  cupping,  blistering,  anodynes, 
stimulants,  opium. 

He  had  had  the  disease  before,  several  times,  and  it  had 
been  extremely  difficult  to  pot  him  asleep  each  time.  I  be* 
lieved,  with  his  friends,  that  if  he  did  not  soon  sleep  he  could 
not  recover;  he  had  not  slept  for  twelve  nights;  opium,  in 
any  dose,  increased  his  delirium;  he  required  constant  re* 
fltraint,  and  was  dangerous. 

I  had  him  held  in  bed  by  four  men,  to  administer  die 
chloroform ;  he  opposed  it  powerfully ;  at  first  it  increased 
his  delirium;  we  used  and  wasted    six  ounces  before  he 

G 'elded  to  it;  when  he  yielded  his  breathing  was  extremely 
borious  and  stertorous,  for  half  an  hoar  or  more.  After  that, 
he  slept  quietly  all  night,  eight  or  ten  hours;  was  perfectlv 
well  ail  next  day.  Late  in  t£e  evening,  some  slight  halluci* 
nations ;  his  friends  and  himself  fearing  a  return  of  his  di* 
sease,  requeHed  the  chloroform  to  be  again  given;  it  excited 
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hitn  At  fir^,  htxt  we  held  him  again^  and  this  evening  he 
yielded  to  two  or  three  drachtns ;  the  breathing  became  very 
hatd  and  stertorous,  and  in  a  minute  ceased  entirely;  fbr  several 
minutes  he  was  perfectly  dead.  I  tdtd  his  brother  that  he 
was  dead,-^hat  the  ctuoroform  had  killed  him.  I  have 
never  felt  so  badly ;  there  was  great  excitement  in  the  room. 
I  had  perfect  presence  of  mind.  I  commanded  them  to  rub 
him  all  over,*-dpen  the  doors  and  window84— fan  him,— 
Sprinkle  cold  water  on  his  face  and  breast,  whilst  I  resorted  to 
artificial  respiration,  (thei^  was  no  galvanic  battery  in  the 
bouse,  but  there  ought  to  be  oAe  wherever  chloroform  is  ad- 
thimstered.) 

I  kept  up  the  strtiflrial  respitatiob,  the  Mctions,  the  cold 
iMer,  tanning,  &c.  In  half  an  hour  he  began  to  breathe  at 
intervals,  and  in  an  hour  was  welt.  He  slept  all  night  and 
had  nd  return  of  the  disease. 

Remarks. — I  think  probably  the  chloroform  might  have 
been  dispensed  with  on  the  second  evening ;  but  the  patient 
and  friends  both  urged  it  The  ne^t  time  f  shall  wait  until  I 
know  it  to  be  necessary ;  and  I  gave  too  much.  I  continued 
the  sponge  to  his  nostrils  afte)*  he  gave  up.  I  ought  to  have 
removed  it  immediately  when  he  became  insensible. 

I  am  confident  it  will  prove  of  mat  value  when  the  ordi- 
hary  means  have  ftiied  to  procure  sleep. 


€mmfnntmtt. 


CmomNAti,  Jan.  39th,  1863. 
To  the  SiUor  of  the  WeiMm  Lancet. 

Dear  Sir: — In  the  last  number  of  your  valuable  jour^ 
tel  I  perceive  you  have  added  a  d^rtment  for  corres- 
pondents, and  invited  atteilti^n  thereto.  <*The  exposure 
of  errors,  among  < regulars^  as  well  as  ^irregulars'  is  spo* 
ht»  of  as  a  le^timate  subject  of  remark.''  I  have  nothmgf 
worthy  of  a  formal  article,  and  will  therefore  ask  a  place  as  a 
correspondent. 

It  has  been  obeetved  with  painM  re^t,  on  lookins^  over 
ttie  newspapers  of  the  day  that  here  and  m  many  other  places, 
Mr  code  or  ethics  adopted  by  tbs  American  Medical  Assod^ 
ation  is  frequently  trampled  upon.  At  present  I  refer  to  that 
poftioQ  whkh  says,  <Mt  is  oeroKit^  to  the  dignity  of  the 
VOL.  18—7. 
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profession  to  pablUh  cases  and  operations  in  the  daily  printoi 
or  to  suffer  such  publications  to  oe  made."  This  is  spoken 
of  as  ^^  the  ordinary  practice  of  empirics,  and  highly  repre* 
hensible  in  a  regular  physician." 

As  I  fully  accord  with  the  sentiments  of  the  article  quoted^ 
and  its  violation  being  a  matter  of  frequent  observation,  per- 
haps it  may  not  be  amiss  to  remind  all  those,  who,  forgetful  of 
these  salutary  provisions,  transgress  the  rule.  In  this  city  it  is 
the  common  resort  of  quackery,  and  when  any  ^  re^julap  (1 
prefer  the  term  scientific,)  physician  is  found  adopting  this 
road  to  notoriety,  the  whole  profession  is  wounded  and  hu* 
miliated.  From  your  position  as  a  sentinel  on  the  medical 
watch  tower,  I  hope  you  will  continue  to  sound  the  alarm, 
whenever  salutary  restrictions  with  which  we  are  hedged 
about  are  broken  down,  or  even  weakened. 

Yours  truly,  6.  M. 


Patent  Surgical  Itutruments* 

CiNoiNiTi.Ti,  Jan.  23, 1863. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Western  Lancet. 

Dear  Sir : — tt  has  become  a  question  of  some  importance 
to  the  profession,  to  determine  whether  a  physician  can  with 
proper  reeatd  for  the  dignity  of  the  profession,  hold  a  patent  for 
a  surgical  instrument.  On  that  subject  our  national  code  of 
ethics  says: 

**  Equally  derogatory  to  professional  character  is  it  for  a 
phjTsician  to  hold  a  patent  for  any  surgical  instrument  or  me- 
dicine," &c. 

This  is  a  clear  and  distinct  statement,  which  leaves  no  room 
to  doubt  that  those  who  adopted  this  code  considered  it  dero- 
>Ty  to  a  physician  to  hold  a  pitent,  even  for  an  instrument. 

Tow  the  question  which  I  desire  to  propound  ia  this :  Is  it 
really  derogatory  to  hold  such  a  patent,  or  did  the  framers 
of  this  bill  merely  copy  the  sentiment^  without  much  reflec- 
tion? It  is  evident  there  are  different  opinioi^  on  this  sub* 
ject ;  some  highly  respectable  physicians,  (and  the  number  is 
probably  not  small,)  tnink  there  is  nothing  derogatory  in  hold- 
ing sudn  a  patent ;  and,  indeed,  thev  place  it  on  equal  ground 
with  the  copy  right  of  books.  Others,  on  the  contrary,  ad- 
here rigidly  to  the  code  of  ethics,  and  believe  it  to  be  founded 
on  correct  principles. 

There  is  another  question  of  some  in^pertanoe  connected 
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with  this  subject,  namely,  what  instruments  should  be  embrae^ 
ed  under  this  rule.  For  example,  does  the  law  in  Question 
prohibit  a  physician  from  holding  a  patent  for  a  stethoscope. 
It  is  well  known  in  the  city  of  Cmcinnati,  that  a  gentleman 
was  refused  admission  to  a  medical  societv,  on  the  ground 
that  he  held  a  patent  for  a  stethoscope,  llie  society,  how- 
ever, was  nearly  equally  divided  on  tne  (question;  some  con- 
tended that  there  was  really  no  impropnety  in  taking  out  a 
patent  for  an  instrument  of  any  sort ;  while  others  contended 
that  the  applicant  was  not  debarred  by  rule,  because  it  was  not 
a  surgical  instrument,  which  alone  wa^  mentioned  in  the  code 
of  ethics. 
Now  the  questions  which  I  propose  are  the  following : 

1.  Is  it  really  improper  for  a  physician  to  hold  a  patent  for 
a  surgical  instrument. 

2.  What  is  the  difference  between  a  surgictd  and  mediccU 
instrument? 

3.  What  is  the  difference,  in  principle,  between  patenting 
an  instrument,  and  securing  the  copy-nght  of  a  book  ? 

I  hope  some  of  your  corresponaents  will  be  able  to  solve 
these  questions.  INQUIRER. 


Placental  Presentations.    Extract  of  a  letter  from  Db.  T. 

J.  CooLBT,  of  Madison,  Ind. 

**  Cases  of  placenta  pnevia  are  justly  considered  amongst 
the  most  formidable  that  occur  in  obstetric  practice.  As  you 
are  aware,  they  occupy  a  prominent  nlace  m  the  British  me- 
dical journals.  The  cases  published,  have  been  very  diffe- 
rently managed ;  so  that  a  young  practitioner  might  be  exceed- 
ingly puzzled  after  readii^  a  number  of  cases,  to  determine 
the  best  method  of  jptocemre.  He  who  encounters  a  case, 
without  being  well  mformed  in  regard  to  the  diagnosis  and 
management  of  it,  should  feel  that  there  is  no  less  a  responsi- 
bility resting  upon  him,  than  the  life  of  his  patient,  which  his 
ienorance  may  lose  ;  and  every  inexperienced  physician,  so 
circumstanced,  should  be  honest  enough  to  send  immediately 
for  the  assistance  of  one  whom  he  may  have  some  reason  to 
believe,  or  at  least  Am€,  is  better  informed. 

For  the  benefit,  onfy,  of  those  who  are  less  familiar  with 
those  cases,  than  myself,  I  have  made  a  very  humble  attempt 
to  simplify  them,  and  as  I  Aope,  remove  some  difficulties  that 
might  originate  in  the  minds  of  the  inexperienced. 
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In  the  proper  management  of  these  cases,  there  are  three 
things  inoispensable.  Ist.  The  diagnosis.  2nd.  The  time 
to  act.    3d.  The  way  to  act. 

The  diagnosis  can  only  be  cUarlj/  made  out  by  passing  the 
hand  into  the  vagina,  instead  of  ohe  or  two  fingers^  the  prao> 
titioner  being  familiar  with  the  characteristics  of  a  placental 
presentation. 

The  time  to  act,  is  when  the  patient  can  lose  no  more  blood 
teith  impunitj/j — ^the  practitioner  beinc  able  to  judge  correctl^^ 
from  the  amount  already  lost,  the  puuse,  the  voice,  the  respi- 
ration, and  such  other  data  as  he  can  obtain, — and  the  Oiuteri 
is  dilated  or  dilaiable. 

The  way  to  act,  is  to  pass  the,  hand  by  the  side  of  the  pla- 
centa, on  the  side  of  the  uterus  upon  which  is  found  the  lesser 
portion  of  the  mass,  where  there  is  any  difference  in  this  re- 
spect, detaching  it  as  the  hand  penetrates  the  uterus,  and  ajfter 
rupturing  the  membranes^  wnatever  may  be  the  presenting 

geirt,  to  bring  down  one  or  both  feet,^  both  if  possible^  and  de- 
ver  as  expeditiously  as  prudence  will  allow. 
The  placenta  cannot  be  perforated:  the  child ca;ino^  be  in- 
telligentlff  turned,  without  rupturing  the  membranes :  it  is  not 
good  practice  to  deliver  the  placenta  first,  if  it  can  be  allowed 
to  remain :  but  it  might  be  found  so  detached  and  so  com- 
pletely in  the  os,  or  vagina,  that  its  removal  before  the  child 
wtoura  be  imperative.    I  write  from  experi^ce. 


Cflatk  CbuntgMedieal  Societu^  Abstract  of  Proceedings. 
By  W.  W.  Dawson,  M.  D.,  Yellow  Springs,  O. 

A  regular  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  in  Springfield^ 
on  the  1st  of  February,  Dr.  McLaughlin  in  the  chair. 

An  interesting  discussion  arose  upon  the  report  of  comniittee. 
appointed  at  a  previous  meeting,  on  ^hoid  fever  as  it  haa 
manifested  itself  in  the  territory  occupied  by  the  members  of 
the  Society,  aiMl  upon  the'different  modes  of  treating  the  di- 
sease, and  what  plan  had  proved  most  successful. 

The  report  was  made  by  Dr.  Shackleford,  an4  embraced  % 
histoiy  of  its  appearance  and  a  summary  of  its  treatment. 
The  report  woma  be  of  interest  to  the  profesaiosy  and  should 
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be  pablished.  My  puqxwo  in  &is  communicationy  is  not  to 
diflouss  the  paper,  rat  to  sive  a  ajnopsis  of  the  views  of  the  ^Xh- 
tlemen  present,  in  regaid  to  its  pathology,  alledged  contagion, 
treatment,  &c. 

Dr.  Paoii  believed  typhus  and  tjrphoid  the  same  disease  in 
pathology,  symptoms,  course  and  treatment.  Gave  the 
practice  m  the  old  countries,  where  small  venesications,  mer^ 
cnry,  opiates  to  arrest  the  diarrhoea,  sometimes  employed  ex- 
ternally over  the  abdomen  after  the  removal  of  the  cuticle  by 
blistenng,  mucilage  of  gam  acacia,  as  a  light  mild  nutri- 
ment, were  principally  relied  upon. 

To  arrest  the  diarrhosa  so  constant  an  attendant,  and  so  ex- 
hausting to  the  system.  Dr.  Sfaackleford,  the  author  of  the  re- 
port,  had  give^  at  one  dose  xx  grs.  of  acetate  of  lead.  He  had 
tried  the  same  article  in  doees  of  from  iv  to  vi  grs.  combined 
with  1-4  to  IhS  9*.  of  morphia,  every  two  hours,  without  sue* 
oess.  In  the  single  case  in  which  he  gave  this  heroic  dose, 
there  waa  noctisdnarge  from  the  bowels  for  three  days,  wheaa 
he  moved  them  with  castor  oil.  From  this  over  dose  he  ex- 
perienoed  no  trouble,  not  causing  even  nausea. 

Dr.  Sogers  found  the  deration  of  the  disease  about  three 
weeks.  Noticed  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
yearly.  Believed  the  best  course  of  treatment  to  be  rather  an 
^  expectant"  plan, — to  watch  for  and  prevent  local  detenni- 
nations.  He  did  not  use  much  mercury,  and  seldom  the  Idixir 
cet.  He  was  not  positive  in  re^tfd  to  the  propriety  of  the  use 
of  quinine,  either  in  the  (brofung  stage  of  the  disease,  or  at 
any  period  in  its  duration. 

Dr.  HendeiBhot,  perhaps  the  oldest  {nractitioner  belonging 
to  the  society,  discarded  eatijnely  the  '^  emectant"  plan,  ana 
legarded  calomd^  ludicioosly  applied,  as  me  only  remedy  to 
be  relied  upon.  He  seldom  round  nMbch  trouble. after  the 
system  nve  evidenee  of  its  peenliar  effbets.  He  did  not  think 
it  of  ma&rious  origin,  or  that  it  was  contagious.  He  regard^i 
ed  it  as  infectious. 

Dr.  S.,  of  Cariisle,  found  much  trouUe  in  getting  the  pap 
tient  affected  with  any  of  the  preparations  of  mercury.  I>r. 
Smith  of  the  same  place  thought  tnat  he  noticed  rather  a  sus- 
ceptibility in  his  cases  to  ptyatism,  and  unlike  the  experience 
of  Dr.  Hendershot,  it  did  not  prevent  the  fatality  of  the  di- 
sease. Dr.  Smith  gave  x  gr.  doses  of  quinine  to  a  /oung  lady, 
in  what  he  reearded  the  ^*  forming  stwB"  of  an  attack,  for 
tfiree  days,  and  arrested  the  disease.  He  repeated  the  dose 
during  the  period^  often  enough  to  keep  up  decided  quinimsm 
all  the  time. 
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Dr.  Foster  regarded  the  diaeaee  as  decidedly  contarioas. 
During  the  past  sammer,  all  the  cases  that  he  bad  used  mer- 
euiy  upon,  died — ^those  in  which  he  did  but  little,  pursuing  an 
expectant  plan,  recovered. 

Dr.  Poarae  was  also  best  pleased  with  the  expectant  course. 
He  found  the  disease  generally  of  longer  duration  than  had 
Dr.  Rogers ;  that  the  long  continuance  of  the  patient  in  bed 
gave  him  ^ater  trouble  and  annoyance  than  any  expecta^ 
tion  of  the  disease  terminating  fatally.  He  had  not  witnessed 
so  great  fatality  as  most  of  the  gentlemen.  Had  but  little 
coxmdence  in  quinine  in  any  stage. 

Dr.  McLaughlin  found  but  little  use  for  calomel.  He  used 
blue  mass  rubl^  to  a  powder  withcarb.  magnesia,  instead  of 
hyd.  c.  creta.  The  insolubility  of  the  chalk  in  the  latter  pre- 
paration he  regarded  as  irritating  to  the  bowels.  He  used 
frequent  sponging.  In  one  case,  where  all  that  he  had  done 
had  failed  to  make  any  impression,  he  gave  tolerably  lai^ge 
doses  of  quinine.  He  soon  had  a  crisis.  The  skin,  before 
hot  and  dry,  now  became  moist  and  a  rapid  recovery  ensued. 

Dr.  Hackenburg  spoke  of  the  use,  by  the  French,  of  hydrar- 
giri  sulphuretnm  cum  sulphure,  regarding  it  as  free  from  the 
objections  urged  against  either  calomel  or  hyd.  c.  creta.  He 
had  noticed  a  rea<fy  susceptibility  to  the  constitutional  effects 
of  mercury.  Mercury  is  demanded  in  inflammatory  diseases 
where  fibrine  is  in  excess.    In  this  it  is  deficient. 

The  writer  had  witnessed  the  practice  of  three  distinguish* 
ed  members  of  the  profession  upon  this  disease,  as  it  occurs  in 
hospitals,  where  it  is  always  more  violent,  and  any  course  of 
practice,  will  not  be  attended  with  the  success  seen  in  private 
practice,  for  reasons  at  once  obvious. 

The  first  of  these  gentlemen  bled — ^from  xii  to  xxS)  in  the 
first  stage,  and  gave  mercury  for  its  constitutional  effects,  cup- 
ped and  blistered  where  there  was  the  least  evidence  of  local 
congestion.  The  second  did  not  bleed  so  largely,  but  more 
often.  He  did  not  make  so  free  use  of  mercury,  but  depleted 
from  the  surface,  about  as  the  first.  The  third  never  bled, — 
his  efibrts  seemed  to  be  to  conduct  his  patient  through  the  di- 
sease, the  course  of  which  could  not  be  cut  short.  He  watch- 
ed closely  for  and  promptly  met  any  organic  invasion.  Qui- 
nine was  given  but  seldom.  The  second  was  more  successful 
than  the  first,  and  the  third  by  far  the  most  successful  of  either. 

My  own  practice  has  resembled  the  latter,  and  in  my  hands 
it  has  been  found  most  satisfactory.  In  the  dryness  of  the 
tongue  so  often  met  with,  ipecac  au>ne  has  been  more  success- 
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fhl  in  restoring  the  secretions  than  when  combined  with  either 
calomel,  bine  mass,  or  hyd.  c.  creta.  Have  not  seen  evidence 
of  contarion.  It  is  undoubtedly  infectious.  Have  not  deri- 
ved any  penefit  from  quinine.  The  duration  has  been  from 
four  to  six  weeks. 

Use  of  Cod  Liver  Oil. — Dr.  Paoli,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  investigate  the  use  of  cod  liver  oil,  made  his  re* 
port,  which  was  also  a  very  interesting  one,  but  hoping  that 
it  too  may  be  placed  before  the  profession,  I  will  not  do  it 
injustice  fay  making  a  mere  sketch.  Dr.  Rogers  had  used 
cod  liver  oil  with  some  considerable  success.  He  thought 
that  its  properties  were  not  altogether  alimentary,  that  they 
must  be  medicinal.  He  had  used  it  in  a  variety  of  cases,  but 
most  generally,  in  those  involving  a  strumous  diathesis.  He 
had  some  patients  upon  it  now,  that  were  evideqtl^  improv- 
ing. Dr.  Foster  had  used  it  in  connection  with  phos- 
phate of  lime,  in  some  cases  of  tubercular  disease,  ana  had 
been  gratified  with  the  result. 

Dr.  Shackleford  detailed  an  interesting  case  which  occurs 
red  in  his  own  family.  His  brother  was,  as  was  thought,  la- 
boring under  phthisis  pulmonalis.  He  used  large  quantities 
of  this  oil,  amounting  in  all  to  four  gallons.  The  sequels  of 
the  case  changed  his  opinion  in  regard  to  its  pathology.  It 
proved  to  be,  as  he  supposed,  pleuritis,  resulting  in  empyema; 
that  the  pus  found  its  way  out  through  the  bronchia.  He  re- 
garded the  action  of  the  cod  liver  oil  as  entirely  nutritive — 
supporting  the  strength,  whilst  nature  was  overcoming  the 
breach. 

The  writer  had  seen  decided  benefits  arising  from  its  use. 
Had  used  it  with  some  success  in  dvspepsia ; — ^not  prepared 
to  savwhat  is  its  modus  operandi  in  stomach  disease, — 
whether  it  is  medicinal  or  nutridous.  In  chronic  ^tritis, 
well  convinced  that  its  virtue  arises  from  the  &ct  of  its  ready 
"'    ^'%ility  and  speedy  assimilation. 
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We  have  received  the  Constitution,  By-laws,  Fee-bill,  and 
Code  of  Ethics  adopted  bv  the  above  society.  The  consti- 
tution and  by-laws  are  clear  and  judicious,  and  we  should 
think  would  be  quite  sufficient  to  govern  the  members  of 
the  society.  The  following  by-law  we  most  heartily  com 
mend* 
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<^No  Mnon  shall  be  admitted  to  membenbip  who  is  not 
folly  orthodox  in  his  pfofessional  belief  and  practice,  who  ei- 
ther practices  quackery,  or  countenances  quacks  or  irregulars 
by  consulting  with  themt  or  using  or  recdmmending  their 
nostrums." 

We  have  no  idea  of  the  regqlar  profession  fralemizinff  in 
any  manner,  (s^al^  religions,  or  piiofessional,)  with  anyKHm 
of  quacks  or  irregular  practitixmers.  But  there  is  one  part  of 
this  rule  which  has  been  too  often  violated,  and  that  too  by 
persons  in  high  places, — we  allude  to  the  recinnmendalion  of 
nostrums.  It  is  a  shame  that  the  names  of  regular  and  r^u^ 
table  physicians  are  so  frequently  found  dangling  at  th^ 
taJe  or  a  loathsome  nostrum  certificate  I 

In  looking  over  the  fee  hilly  we  notice  some  charges  which 
seem  too  low.  Perhaps  they  were  placed  as  hi^h  as  was  found 
expedient.  Thus,  in  town,  two  or  more  visits  a  day,  after 
the  first,  60  cents.  Obstetrical  cases,  within  five  mifes,  de« 
tention  not  over  6  hours,  $6,00,  and  26  cents  for  each  addi- 
tional mile.  Accordii^  to  this  rate,  a  physician  may  ride  ten 
miles,  be  detained  six  hours,  and  charge  only  $6,26.  Cq$^ 
iuUationMi  town  fees,  first  consultation  visit  within  half  a 
mile,  $2 ;  for  each  subsequei^  visit,  if  one  a  day,  $1 ;  if  two 
or  more  visits  a  dav,  for  each  after  the  first,  76  pents.  Acn 
cording  to  this  nue,  two  dollars  is  the  regular  consultation 
fee. 

These  chaiges  we  think  are  too  low, — ^less  certainly  than 
the  physician  deserves ;  but  eveiy  locality  is  necessanly  go^ 
vemed  by  the  peculiar  circumstances  which  surround  it.  Toe 
code  of  ethics  is  that  adopted  by  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation. 
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Qemroi  PatholoM  a$  Canivdv^  fo  the  ^^tdikUshmeni  of  ra- 
tional Prind^  for  the  DUgnomand  Treatmes^  ^  JH- 
sease ;  a  toufst  of  Lectures  delivered  at  St.  Thiomasr  Sfos* 
pitaly  during  the  Summer  Session  of  1860.  By  John  Si- 
mon, F.  8.  S.,  one  of  the  Surgical  Staff  of  that  Hospital, 
and  officer  of  health  to  the  city  of  London.  Philadelphia : 
JUanchftid  and  Lee,  1862.  pp.  211. 

This  is  a  reprint  from  the  London  edition  of  Mr.  Simon's 
book,  and,  for  a  wonder,  it  appears  without  notes  or  addi" 
tions  !  I  Our  Philadelphia  friends  seldom  permit  an  English 
woi^  of  much  note  to  slip  through  the  press  without  attacnin^ 
a  new  name  to  it ;  but  in  this  instance  (hey  have  probably 
been  too  busily  engaged  in  larger  operations  to  notice  a  small 
octavo  of  211  pages.  So,  poor  Simon  is  uncerimoniously  in^* 
trodueed  and  without  an  American  endorsement.  We  are  com- 
pelled, therefore,  to  take  it,  (like  a  servant  without  a  char^rec^ 
iur^)  as  we  find  it,  trusting  that  it  may  be  none  the  worse  for 
such  a  deficiency. 

In  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  treatise,  we  can  only  remark 
in  brief  terms,  that  it  contains  a  good  outline  of  general  j^- 
thology.  The  author,  however,  it  seems  to  us,  is  sometimes 
obscure,  and  again  fanciful;  thua  be  regards ^rin  as  an  ex* 
CTfsmfintituniu  suJbetance,  and  adopts  Henle's  opinions  in  wh- 
tion  to  r^z  t^Uki^ntiojk  in  infiammatoiy  and  hypeftrofAic  ac- 
tion. But  notwithstanding  these  occasional  vagaries,  and  a 
fUppBJUij  and  se^Minoj  of  s^le  not  akogether  compatible 
with  aeioptiftc  Wfi^ngi ;  still  the  book  contains  ouioh  highly 
valuable  matter,  and  is  indeed  an  excellent  epitome  of  the  sub 
jeet.  We  would  advise  the  student  of  pathology,  therefore, 
to  add  Simon  to  his  library,  and  to  study  its  pages  with  doe 
diligenee.    For  sale  by  H»  W.  Derby  &  Co. 
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Principl€$  of  Human  Physiology^  with  thsir  chief  appHeO' 
Hon  to  Psychology^  Pathology^  TherapeuiicSf  'Hygiene^ 
and  Forensic  Medicine.  By  William  B*  Carpxktbb, 
M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  F.  O.  S.  Fifth  Americao,— from  the 
fourth  and  enlarged  London  edition;  with  314  illustra- 
tions. Edited  with  additions,  by  Francis  Gubrnxt 
Smith,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  in 
the  Medical  Department  of  Pennsylvania  College,  &c. 
Philadelphia:  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1863.  pp.  1091. 

In  this  the  fifth  American  edition  of  Dr.  Carpenter's  valu- 
able work,  numerous  additions,  omissions  and  modifications 

have  been  made,  so  as  to  constitute  almost  a  new  treatise. 
The  principal  modifications  occur  in  the  following  subjects : 
On  the  chemical  components  of  the  human  body,  and  the 
changes  which  they  undergo  in  it ;  the  structural  elements  of 
the  human  body,  and  the  vital  actions  which  they  exhibit ;  on 
the  nervous  sjrstem ;  and  the  part  devoted  to  the  subject  of 
generation  and  the  development  of  the  embryo. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Dr.  Carpenter  has  thoroughly  and 
carefully  revised  his  book,  and  with  great  accuracy  and  fide- 
lity introduced  nearly  all  of  the  recent  improvements  in  the 
department  of  physiology.  We  have  no  hesitation  in  pro- 
nouncing it  the  most  faithful,  accurate  and  complete  digest  of 
physiology  accessible  to  the  American  student.  For  sale  by 
H.  W.  Derby,  &  Co. 


Phfsiciant^  Case  Book:  Published  under  the  direction  of  the 
Kentucky  State  Medical  Society.  Louisville;  T.  R. 
Nrlsom,  1863. 

This  is  a  Uank  book,  rated  and  printed  in  a  suitable  form 
for  the  convement  record  of  cases.  The  Kentucky  State  Me- 
dical Socie^,  at  its  meeting  in  November  last,  appointed  a 
committee  to  arrange  a  plan  for  a  Case  Book^  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  the  busy  practitioner.  Accordingly  a  plan  was  re- 
ported and  adopted,  and  the  book  ordered  to  be  printed,  a 
copy  of  which  is  now  before  us.    The  plan  is  probably  as 
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good  as  can  be  devised,  and  we  strongly  commend  the  book 
to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  profession.  A  large  amount  of 
valuable  material  is  lost  for  the  want  of  records ;  and  even 
when  cases  are  reported  they  are  too  often  based  on  memory, 
and  therefore,  necessarily  more  or  less  inaccurate.  By  having 
a  convenient  blank  book,  such  as  the  one  before  us,  the  phy- 
sician will  be  almost  irresistably  impelled  to  record  his  cases, 
which  are  then  preserved,  in  an  accurate  form,  for  future  use. 
We  hope  this  or  some  similar  book  will  come  into  general 
use. 


The  Physician^  Visiting  lAstj  Diary  ^  and  Booh  of  Engager 
mentsfor  1863.    Philadelphia:  Lindsay  &  Blakiston. 

This  is  a  neat  little  pocket  book,  which  at  once  serves  as  a 
diary,  a  memorandum  book  for  visits,  consultations,  memo- 
randa for  each  month,  address  of  patients  and  others,  nurses' 
addresses,  record  of  bills  and  accounts  called  for  or  rendered, 
memoranda  of  wants,  of  obstetric  and  vaccination  engage- 
ments, list  of  things  lent,  and  general  memoranda.  It  is  a 
valuable  little  pocket  companion  which  possesses  more  pro- 
perties than  one  would  expect  to  find  in  so  small  a  book. 

H^tn^ttBB  of  3&thUm. 

UNITED  STATES. 


Teast  in  Diabetes  Mettitus. 

The  advances  of  patfaoloCT  have  fully  established  the  im- 
portant  fact,  that  Diabetes  Melliius  is  not  a  disease  of  the 
AidnegSf  but  that  it  results  from  the  presence  of  sugar  in  the 
Uood, — the  saccharine  matter  not  being  properly  transformed, 
either  as  a  result  of  diminished  transforming  power,  or  (what 
often  happens,)  the  sugar  is  produced  in  too  targe  quantities, 
either  by  the  stomach  or  the  liver. 

The  non-transformation  of  sugar  in  diabetes  has  suggested 
the  idea  of  using  yeastf  and  ako  renneif  which  possess  iSd  pro- 
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perties  of  tnuisfonning  susar  into  laolic  add.  la  the  Tramir 
actions  of  the  College  ofrkysicians  of  Philadelphia,  we  find 
this  subject  discussed.  Dr.  Wood  introduced  a  case*  and  en- 
tertained strong  hopes  that  the  treatment  would  prove  benefi- 
dal.  At  the  next  meeting,  the  following  statements  were 
Viade. 

Dr.  Wood  remarked  that,  9iiioe  the  last  meetioff  of  the 
College,  th^r^  has  b^en  no  further  improvement  in  the  caefi 
of  diaoetes,  the  history  of  which  was  ttien  presented  by  him^ 
The  employment  of  the  yeast  has  been  persevered  in,  except 
for  a  short  period  during  whidi  rennet  was  substituted  witn- 
out  any  appreciable  effect ;  but  there  has  been  rather  a  falling 
back  than  continued  diminution  of  the  symptoms.  The  pa- 
tient is  better,  however,  than  when  first  subjected  to  treatment. 
The  quantity  of  urine  is  diminished  oue  half^  and  its  specific 
gravity  is  considerably  less. 

Dr.  Pepper  has  employed  the  yeast  in  a  case  of  diabetes ; 
the  effect  appeared  at  nirst  to  be  strikingly  beneficial,  but  this 
did  not  continue  for  any  length  of  time.  Dr.  P.  has  used 
riennet  steeped  first  in  tepid  water^  and  subsequently,  with  the 
view  to  increase  its  strength  in  wine,  but  has  not  observed  any 
ffood  effects  to  result  from  its  employment.  He  sujgffested 
uiat  a  trial  should  be  made  of  pepsin  as  a  remedy  in  diaoetei* 

Dr,  P.  inquired  whether  any  of  the  fellows  ncesentcoQl^t 
from  his  own  personal  knowledge,  cite  a  case  or  aaccarine  di- 
abetes in  whicn  a  cure  had  been  effected. 

Dr.  0.  D.  Meigs  had  some  time  ago  under  his  care  a 
young  man  laboring  under  diabetes ;  at  his  suggestion,  the 
patient  consented  to  live  exelusively  upon  azotized  food,  and 
m  consequence  recovered  to  all  appearance  from  the  diabetes, 
and  regamed  a  perfect  state  of  health ;  but  subsequently  he 
abandoned  himself  to  a  fH^sipated  ftqd  irregular  course  of  life, 
and  died  of  disease  of  the  heart. 

A  few  days  ago  h^  ssiw  a  lady^  ?bout  ^9  years  of  age,  who 
was  affected  witn  an  excessive  discharge  of  urine ;  he  put  her 
wdet  the  lue  of  yeast,  a  teaspoonfiil  three  times  a  day,  but  it 
acted  on  the  bowels  so  severely— producing  excessive  diar« 
iluBa*— that  she  was  under  the  necessity  of  discontinuing  it. 

Dr.  Coates  has  s^en  a  number  of  cases  of  diabetes  met" 
litis,  bat  knows  of  no  instance  which  terminated  favorably. 

Dr.  Jackson  had  the  ffOod  fortune  to  effect  a  cure  in  a  case 
of  genuine  diabetes.  The  history  of  it  is  recorded  in  tihe 
Ametiean  Jour*  of  Med.  SH.  Vol.  III.  p.  487.  The  pa- 
tiei«t,arobiiit  anl  besdtkyman,  after  sffering  from  intermittent 
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fever  becaifle  affected  with  diabetes— Ms  orine  ms  profiise  in 
quantity  and  as  sweet  to  the  taste  as  honey  and  water.  Th^ 
MatmenI  consbted  in  tbfe  kdministration  of  remedies  to  deter- 
mine to  the  sorfiioe,  with  bark  and  iron  to  support  the 
sttei^.  '^^ 

On  feferHoff  to  the  I'ecord  of  the  case,  we  find  that  the 
patient  wfeu  **  Greeted  to  take  Dovei^s  pot^der  ev&'fy  evemog 
as  freel;^  as  the  stomaeh  would  bear  it»  and  at  the  same  tiiM 
to  ^t  his  feet  into  a  tub  of  hot  water  under  the  bedclothesi 
wule  he  lay  extended  on  his  back  and  well  covered.  He  waa 
directed  to  live  almost  w'hoily  on  aaumal  food  and  entirely 
tritboutvegetaUes}  to  drink  as  little  as  possible,  and,  in  fine^ 
•o  ivoid  evetyfhing  that  could  impose  labor  on  the  kidneys. 

The  simultaneous  Use  of  the  powder  and  the  bath  haa  the 
d^red  efibtit,  producing  a  free  and  comfortable  perspiratioti^ 
luH  one  feeling  of  which  he  had  known  for  many  months^ 
and  in  a  fe#  days  the  skin  feh  more  natural,  the  urine  begaik 
to  diminish,  and  the  patient  fell  that  he  was  certainly  better. 
The  previous  prescription  Was  continue,  and  we  <firected  A 
tbnic  mixture  of  bark,  giuger,  and  iron.^'  The  cure,  it  ap* 
pears,  Wan  completed  in  about  two  months.  The  patient  was 
merely  visited  by  Dr.  Jatkson  in  consultation  with  Dr.  Price» 
of  Sunbuiy. 

Dr.  Maybtuy  stated  that  dome  years  ago,  a  oatient  waa 
sent  to  the  city  laboring  under  unquesdonaUe  diabetes.  He 
Was  placed  under  the  care  of  Dr.  M.  The  patient  was  very 
much  emaciated,  feeble,  and  anemic.^  The  urine  when  test* 
id  was  found  to  be  decidedly  sao(^rine«  He  Was  ctofined 
to  an  exchisively  animal  diet,  tonics,  prindpally  preparationa 
of  iron,  (the  muriatic  tincture,)  in  large  doses,  sulphate  of  qui* 
nine,  the  snbnitrate  of  bismuth,  etc.  This  treatment  was 
continued  for  nearly  six  months,  when  the  patieirt  was  en 
fiMly  cured,  and  is  now  enjoying  good  health. 


Qttinint  ifi  Tetanus. 

Every  physician  bals  fi^lt  the  inadequacy  of  remedies  in  this 
fearful  malady.  A  friend  told  us  recently  that  he  kept  a  pa- 
tienl  affected  with  tetanus  under  the  influence  of  chloroform 
for  an  entire  week,  but  without  success.  Every  successful 
ease  presents  some  degree  of  interest,  and  the  following  is  of 
that  class.  Dr.  Pye,  of  La.,  makes  the  following  statement 
fa  the  N.  O.  Mtd.  aM  Smrg.  Jour^  Jan*  1863. 
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« In  the  spriDff  of  1860,  Dr.  N-— ;— ,  a  retired  Phyncian  of 
Catahoula  parish — a  gentleman  of  intelligence  and  informa- 
tion—callea  on  me  to  know  <*  if  I  had  seen  any  thing  in  the 
coarse  of  my  late  reading,  worthy  of  a  trial  in  Tetanus.'' 
He  had  a  negro  boy,  about  14  years  old,  laboring  under  the 
most  violent  attack  of  Traumatic  Tetanus  that  he  ever  wit- 
nessed. The  boy  had  fallen  from  a  horse  some  weeks  before, 
rec^ving  a  wound  in  the  face.  The  wound  was  apnaiently 
slight ;  little  attention  was  paid  to  it,  and  it  healed  in  the 
usual  time.  Symptoms  of  Tetanus,  however,  soon  made  their 
appearance,  and  had  gone  on  constantly  from  bad  to  worse, 
in  spite  of  the  treatment.  He  had  been.purged,  blistered,  had 
taken  opium,  whiskey,  spirits  toroentine,  calomel,  the  hot 
and  cold  bath,  but  with  no  relief.  '<  In  short,"  said  the 
Doctor,  *'  I  have  gone  through  the  routine.  I  have  tried  the 
old  practice;  unless  something  else  can  be  done  the  boy  must 
die.''  I  recollected  that  in  the  New  Orleans  Medical  and 
Sui^cal  Journal  for  1849  I  had  noticed  a  case,  reported  by 
Dr.  Brickell,  of  the  Charity  Hospital,  in  which  chloroform 
and  Quinine  had  been  given,  and  m  which  the  cure  was  attri- 
butea  to  quinine  in  30  grain  doses.  It  seemed  to  me,  at  least, 
worthy  oi  a  trial — ^the  quinine.  The  suggestion  was  at  once 
adopted.  We  decided  to  begin  with  30  or  40  grains,  and  in- 
crease the  dose  until  some  effects  were  produced.  The  Doc- 
tor was  rather  doubtful  of  finding  his  patient  alive  on  hb  re- 
turn ;  but  promised,  if  he  was  still  living,  to  give  the  quinine 
a  fair  chance.  On  his  return  he  found  all  the  symptoms  in- 
creased in  intensity.  The  intervals  between  the  paroxysms 
had  dwindled  to  but  a  few  moments  of  partial  ease  $  with  these 
these  transient  exceptions,  he  was  in  a  state  of  constant  and  most 
violent  episthotonos ;  and  it  was  evident  that  unless  relief 
could  be  procured,  death  must  soon  close  the  terrible  scene. 
Taking  advantage  of  the  first  opportunity,  the  Doctor  got  doi^^ 
his  throat  30  mins  of  quinine— examining  his  watch  at  the 
same  time.  In  one  hour  he  again  visited  him ;  he  could  per- 
ceive no  change ;  repeated  the  dose.  In  the  course  of  the  next 
two  hours  the  Doctor  thought  or  fancied  he  perceived  slight — 
the  slightest  possible  diminution  in  the  intensity  of  the  parox- 
ysms j  at  any  rate  the  boy  thought  himself  relieved  and  beg- 
ged for  the  medicine.  He  got  30  or  40  grains.  The  improve- 
ment in  the  next  two  hours  was  evident.  The  paroxvsms 
were  not  only  less  severe,  but  the  interval  was  also  decidedlj 
longer  and  freer  from  pain.  The  bojr's  sensation  of  relief 
was  yet  more  decided,  and  he  clutched  at  his  quinine  and 
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swallowed  it  with  an  evident  *^ gusto.**  He  threw  his  arms 
heavily  about,  saying  that  he  Telt  '<  drunk"  and  '<  happy  I" 
The  case  went  on  regularly  improving ;  the  only  other  medi* 
dne  eiven  being  an  occasional  dose  ox  oil,  to  keep  the  bowels 
open. 


Laryngoiomg  in  Chronic  Laryngitis. 

Dr.  James  Deane  details,  {Bost.  Med.  Burg.  Jour.j  Jan. 
12th9)  a  case  of  the  above  character.  The  patient  was  a 
middle  aged  lady  of  a  strumous  habit,  and  who  had  suffered 
from  dyspepsia.  When  first  seen,  there  were  large  glandular 
swellings  upon  both  sides  of  the  neck,  breathing  difficult,  stri- 
dulous  and  convulsive,  slight  cough ;  but  free  secretion  of 
mucus  and  pus.  There  bemg  im^nding  suffocation,  laryn- 
^tomy  was  ai  once  performed,  the  patient  being  under  the 
influence  of  chloroform.     The  reporter  says : 

<*The  benefits  accruing  from  this  measure  were  subse- 

Siently  very  manifest  as  far  as  respiration  was  concerned ; 
e  ever  after  breathed  freely.  Tne  dysphagia,  however, 
steadily  increased,  while  the  amount  of  nutrition  diminished 
in  a  corresponding  ratio,  until  it  ceased  altogether.  During 
the  last  eighteen  aays  of  her  life  she  had  lost  the  power  of 
swallowing.  She  was  therefore  emaciated  to  the  last  degree, 
was  partially  delirious  from  insufficient  sustenation,  and 
she  died  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourteenth  week  from  the 
operation. 

An  examination  revealed  extensive  ulceration  and  destruc- 
tion of  the  larynx.  The  epiglottis  was  partially  destroyed ; 
the  arytenoid  cartilages  ana  ligaments,  in  fact  every  distinct 
landmark  of  organization  above  the  caricoid  cartilage  was  to- 
tally destroyed ;  so  that  there  was  no  trace  whatever  of  the 
rima  glothis  or  chordae  vocales,  and  the  boundaries  separating 
the  cavities  of  the  lanrnx  and  trachea  were  wholly  oblite- 
rated. The  entire  surface  of  the  larynx  was  in  a  state  of  ul- 
ceration, and  was  studded  with  profuse  vegetative  growths  or 
interstitial  depositions.  Small  oony  particles  existed  in  the 
re^on  of  the  cricoid  cartilage,  and  one  of  the  horns  of  the  thy- 
roid  cartilage  which  was  denuded  was  seen  to  be  ossified. 
The  anterior  walls  of  the  pharynx  were  destroyed,  conse* 

Juently  this  cavity  and  that  of .  the  larynx  were  united,  and 
uring  the  latter  days  of  the  patient's  fife  the  fluids  she  at- 
tempted to  drink  passed  directly  into  the  trachea  and  were  re* 
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gmgitat^  (hrctagh  the  canala.  The  upper  p6it!cm  of  <he  obm- 
phagus  was  also  ulcerated  and  its  orifice  verj  mach  contracted. 
The  glahdular  swellings  upon  the  neck  were  in  a  state  of  stp^ 
puratiott.  The  lun^s  were  reduced  to  a  mere  handful,  but 
there  were  no  indications  of  softening ;  they  were  evidently  in 
a  condition  of  miliary  tubercle*" 


Remedy  for  Infkniile  Asphyxia* 

Dr.  Jones  {Southern  Jour.  Med.  and  Phy$.  Set.,)  relates 
a  case  in  whicn  a  child  was  bom  in  a  state  of  asphyxia,  and 
gives  the  following  as  the  treatment.^ 

<<  The  ordinary  means,  such  as  stimulating  baths,  inflating 
the  lung^  friction,  &c.,  were  used,  probably  a  half  hour  or 
more,  without  any  apparently  beneficial  effect.  At  thia  crisi% 
the  father,  (or  man  wno  should  have  been,)  entered  the  roomy 
bearing  upon  his  breath  the  odor  of  alcohol.  I  called  to  him 
and  told  him  to  come  and  apply  his  lips  to  those  of  the  ohild. 
And  gently  blow  into  its  inouth.  He  looked  astonished,  and 
exclaimed :  What,  me,  sir ! !  Yes  sir,  said  I,  you  are  just 
fhe  man,  come  on.  He  did  so.  He  inflated  the  lungs  and  I 
e3q)elled  the  air^  repeatedly ;  and  toother  we  at  len^h  suo* 
ceeded  in  resuscitating  the  child,  which  I  ara  constrained  to 
regard  as  wholly  attributable  to  the  stimulus  of  the  alchoholic 
inspiration*  It  is  at  any  rate  worthy  of  a  trial,  after  the  or- 
dinary means  have  failed ;  and  in  tne  absence  of  a  drunken 
husbeind,  we  surest  that  the  accoucher  inhale  the  vapor  of 
alcohol,  or  spints  of  camphor,  immediately  previous  to  inflat- 
ing the  lungs  of  the  child." 


Sulfhaie  of  Cinehonia  in  Intemiittenie* 

The  high  price  and  increasing  scarcity  of  the  sulphate  of 
ftitnine,  have  induced  the  profession  to  look  anxiously  for  a 
substitute,  less  expensive,  but  eoually  efficacious.  With  this 
view.  Dr.  Pepper  {Am.  Jour.  Med.  Set.)  one  of  the  Physi- 
cians of  the  Fennsylvania  Hospital,  has  been  making  trial  of 
the  eulphaie  of  cinehonioy  and  the  results  prove  that  it  will 
arrest  intermittents  with  as  much  certainty  as  the  sulphate  of 
quinine.  He  gives  the  details  of  16  cases  in  which  it  proved 
sQCcessfol,  ana  in  some  of  which  the  quinine  had  failed. 
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We  eKtiEjct  the  followiM  recnw^kg  from  dtlferent  parts  of  tlM 
artide  before  us,  for  &e  purpose  of  placi^  Dr.  Peppei^« 
opinionfi  liefore  our  readers. 

<<  Hitherto,  this  important  alkaline  principle  appears  to  have' 
been  thrown  aside  ^s  possessing  tittle  or  no  value,  or  used  by 
the  more  dishonest  simply  for  the  adulteration  of  quinia ;  a&d 
this  erroneous  impression,  as  to  the  comparative  inefficacy  of 
oinchonta,  probably  originated  in  the  fact  that  qninia  was  fitst 
fairiy  tried  in  the  treatment  of  intermittent  fevers,  and  having 
proved  highly  ^cieot  in  this  disease,  it  naturally  disinclined 
medicinal  men  to  a  full  investigation  of  the  medical  proper- 
ties of  tiie  iemai«ing  alkaline  principle  coirtained  in  bafk. 

•  •  *  «  Jud^ng  from  my  experience  in  former  seaf^ons 
in  similar  cases,  i  am  fully  convinced  that  the  dnchoma 
proved  quite  as  efficacious  as  quinia,  andoccasionatly,  indeed, 
it  appeared  to  be  even  more  prom^.  In  no  instance,  that  I 
am  awai»e  of,  did  it  produce  vomiting  or  other  indications  of 
gastric  irritation ;  but  when  ^ven  in  large  do^es,  it  ^;ave  rise 
to  the  same  forhiess  of  head  as  follows  the.  use  of  qumia.  In 
idl  the  cases,  the  sulphate  of  cinchonta  was  given  in  solution 
with  the  addition  of  a  few  drops  of  sulphuric  acid ;  my  first 
impression  was  (that  it  was  mope  soluble  than  the  same  saH  of 
qiuiia,  but  a  moreoareftd  examination  coprinced  me  that  such 
was  not  the  oaee.  In  taste  the  two  salts  appeared.closelj  to  re- 
semUeeack  other,  but  the  cinchonia  is,  perhaps,  the  least  bitter. 

*  •  •  Not  only  is  cinchonia  an  efficient  remedy,  but  it 
derives  additional  ifttportance  from  the  fact  that,  at  the  present' 
time,  it  'Can  be  supplied  at  far  less  than  half  the  price  of  quinia^ 
The  poor  are  now  in  a  measure  debarred  from  the  use  of  thir 
last  named  remedy,  owln^to  its  high  cost ;  but  this  evil  couldy 
in  a  great  degree,  be  e^bviated  by  the  general  introduction  of 
cinchonia.  The  immediate  enect  would  be  a  reduction  in' 
the  price  of  quinia ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  evident  that  the 
increased  denaiid  for  cinchotiia,  would  necessarily  enhance 
the  vakie  of  this  remedy— though  it  is  hardly  probable  that 
either  of  these  alkaloids  would  at  any  future  time  $gain  com- 
mand the  high  price  now  asked  for  quii^.'^ ' 

Didoeation  ofti^  BXp;  Eon  Manual  RedttfCtion  under  th$ 
Inflmnt^  of  Ether.  ^Extracts  from  Boston  Soc.  for  Med.  Imp. 
in  Am.  Jour.  Mei.  8ei. — Dr.  Parkman  reduced  a  recent  dis- 
location of  the 'hip  very  easily  with  his  hands  alone,  and  un- 
assisted, the  patient  being  thoreughly  etherized.  .  The  head  , 
of  the  bone  was  in  the  bcniatic  notch :  taking  the  foot  in  his 
vox*,  ziv. 
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hand,  Dr.  P.  bent  the  les  on  the  thigh,  and  the  thigh  on  tho 
abdomen,  and,  with  slight  outward  rotation  of  the  foot,  drew 
the  limb  downwards,  with  immediate  reduction  of  the  dis- 
placed bone.  The  dislocatiim  was  caused  by  the  fall  of 
some  bags  of  coffee  jipon  the  patient,  who  was  aiding  in  rais- 
ing them  from  a  vessel's  hokL 

CotyUdon  Umbilicus  in  i£^/epfy«-^This  agent  has  gained 
some  reputation  in  the  treatment  of  that  obstinate  malady, 
epilesy.  Dr.  Abbot  submitted  the  following  to  the  above 
society  : 

He  had  administered  it  in  the  dose  of  five  jpains  of  the 
extract,  night  and  morning,  for  eight  months,  with  entire  ces- 
sation of  the  fits  durine  thai  period.  The  patient  was  a  gen* 
tleman,  upwards  of  fifty  years  old,  who  had  been  subject  to 
tbe  disorder  for  five  or  six  year ;  the  epileptic  fits  occunng,  at 
the  time  the  use  of  the  remedy  was  commenced,  as  often  as 
once  in  two  or  three  weeks,  with  one  or  more  attacks  of  epi* 
leptic  vertigo  daily.  The  vertigo,  under  the  use  of  the  remec^, 
diminished  in  severity,  but  not  in  frequency.  At  the  end  of 
■  {bt  months,  the  patient  began  to """ "^  '   "^ " 

ith  freauent  ^<  dropping  turns,"  a 

ly"  unaer  him  with  only  partial 
convulsion,  but  a  slight  general  tremor,  with  some  rigidity  of 
tile  limbs.  A  feeble,  unexcited  pulse,  and  no  flush  or  heat  of 
countenance.  At  this  time,  the  use  of  the  cotyledon  umbilicus 
was  discontinued,  anda  small  quantit]^of  nhosphorettedoil  was 
ffiven,  which  was  followed  on  the  third  oay  by  a  bad  epileptic 
fit,  and  its  use  was  consequently  abandoned.  Since  that  time, 
the  epileptic  attacks  have  occurred  at  intervals  of  three  or  four 
weeks,  and  the  other  morbid  phenomena  are  of  daily  occur- 
rence Under  these  the  powers  of  life  appear  to  be  gradual^ 
failing. 

Dr.  H.  0.  Stone  referred  to  two  cases  in  which  the  cotyle- 
don umbilicus  had  been  used  with  good  eftct.  In  one  case 
there  was  an  interval  of  one  hundred  days  between  the  fits, 
after  using  the  medicine  a  short  time.— iiuf. 


^ Sign  in  Tvbtreular  MeninaiHi. — ^Dr.  Park- 
man's  attention  had  been  called  by  Dr.  Slade  to  what  purports 
to  be  a  diagnostic  sign  of  tubercular  meningitis ;  it  was  first 
announced  by  M.  Trousseau,  and  consists  in  the  a|^arance 
of  a  remarkable  rtd  /ms,  remaining  upon  the  skin  ot  the  fore- 
head, or  of  the  abdomen,  after  dniwing  the  finger  acrose  it. 
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A  female  patient  of  Dr  Parkman's,  at  the  hospital,  who  had 
tubercular  disease  of  the  clavicle,  was  when  about  to  undergo 
an  operation,  seized  with  fatal  illness,  which  Dr.  P.  diagnos- 
ticated as  tubercular  meningitis.  In  this  case,  Dr.  olada 
pointed  out  the  peculiar  red  une  spoken  of  above. — Ibid. 

Parthenium  InttgrifoUwn. — Dr.  Mason  Houlton  has  late* 
ly  employed  the  parthenium  integrifolium,  prairie  dock,  with 
perfect  success  in  intermitting  fever.  The  parthenium  grows 
abundantly*in  the  open  prairies  of  the  western  and  south  west- 
em  states.  The  flowenng  tops  are  the  parts  employed;  they 
are  intensely  bitter,  having  somewhat  a  quinine  flavor.  Dr. 
H.  has  employed  the  infusion  and  finds  that  two  ounces  of 
the  parthenium  thus  employed  are  equivalent,  in  therapeutic 
e&cts,  to  twenhr  grains  of  the  disulphate  of  quinine.  The 
new  remedy  bids  lair  to  form  a  valuable  accession  to  our  in* 
digenous  materia  medica ;  but  numerous  and  careful  experi- 
ments must  be  made  before  its  value  can  be  regarded  as  as- 
certained. Many  vegetable  bitters  possess  considerable  power 
in  the  treatment  of  intermitting  fever,  but  the  immense  supe- 
riority of  quinine  seems  to  te  connected  with  the  influence 
it  exercises  on  the  nervous  system,  rather  than  with  its  bit- 
terness.— iV.  F.  Jour.  PhoT. 

liniment  of  Hydriodait  of  Ammonia. — The  following  for- 
mula, which  was  furnished  by  Mr.  George  D.  Cogeeshall, 
has  been  extensively  used  as  a  (juack  remedy.  It  forms  a 
nearly  colorless  liniment,  containing  an  excess  of  Ammonia, 
is  slightly  stimulating,  and  exerts  the  specific  effect  of  the  io- 
dine compounds. 

9     Iodine  gr.  xv. 

Alcohol  Svij. 

Dissolve  and  add— 

Oil  of  Rosemary, 
Oil  of  Lavender,  of  each  3i. 
Camphor  3ij. 

Water  of  Ammonia         si. 
Mix. 
Half  an  ounce  of  tincture  of  iodine  might  be  conveniently 
tnibstituted  for  the  iodine  in  substance,  dinminishing  the  qua* 
titi^  of  alcohol  to  6^  ounces. — Urid. 
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FRANCE. 

On  the  Dangerous  Reaions  of  the  Scalp.  By  M.  Cbabs- 
AiGKAc.-^In  the  course  of  a  paper  giving  an  account  of  a  new 
mode  of  removing  subcutaneous  tumorsy  bj  means  of  a  slip- 
knot, M.  Chassaignac  indicates  a  region  or  zone  of  the  scalp 
ejupeciMy  liable  to  the  ocevrrenoe  of  efynpelasy  or  angioleuci- 
tis,  after  wounds  or  operations  even  of  oiost  trivial  chamoter. 
It  extends  over  the  band  ot  inteeument  whicb  unites  the  pos- 
terior and  anterior  fontaoelles,  along  the  mediaa  "line,  and  ia 
about  two  fingers  in  breadth.  It  is  pre-eBuneoHy  the  danger, 
ens  region  of  the  scalp ;  tud,  aocoaiog  to  M.  Chaasaignac'a 
observation,  though  udou  this  point  more  evidenoe  is  requirec^ 
the  tramatic  injuiy  ot  the  posterior  jpart  of  this  track  is  most 
liable  to  be  followed  by  aogioleucitisy  and  of  the  anterior  b^ 
erysipelas.  In  explanation  of  this  aptitude  of  the  pe^on,  it 
is  to  be  observed,  that  the  lymphatic  net^work  of  the  sculp  is 
not  eqnallv  distributed ;  a&cf  the  e^Aq^idermie  portion,  which 
is  to  be  mstinguished  from  the  intracutaneous  and  subcuta- 
Aeous,  is  especially  concentrated  along  the  aone  indicaited. 
Thus,  of  4Q  punctures  for  the  purpose  of  nsercurial  injectiou 
made  in  a&y  other  part  than  this  zone,  only  one  or  two  were 
successful ;  while  of  20  made  aloog  it,  15  or  16  succeeded. 
For  this  reason,  M.  Chassaignac  always  prefers  this  track  to 
the  temples,  in  the  endermic  employment  of  strychnine,  or 
other  substances. — BuB.  de  Therap.  tom.  zlii«  p.  400. 

On  the  Adodmirati&n  of  Sal  Ammoniac  in  enlarged  pros^^ 
tote. — M.  Fischer,  of  Dresden,  has  lone  been  in  the  haoit  of 
administering  this  medicine,  in  large  doses,  in  chronic  en- 
largement oftbe  prostate ;  and  since  be  published  an  account 
of  nis  success  with  it  in  1831,  variiMis  ^her  German  practi- 
tioners have  supplied  corroborative  testimony.  Seewg  that 
surgical  treatment  is  so  often  ioefficient,  this  means  would 
seem  *to  supply  a  valuable  resouroe,  and  this  especially  as  it 
may  de  employed  in  conjunction  with  other  remedies.  In  the 
present  paper,  M.  Vanoye  relates  two  oases  in  addition,  in 
which  the  success  obtained  seems  quite  to  justify  former  en- 
eomiums.  In  both,  the  gland  beoaoie  progressively  and 
greatlv  diminished  in  sise.  Large  doses,  are,  however,  re- 
quired.  We  may  commenoe  with  fifteen  gndns  every  two 
hours,  and  go  on  to  double  or  treble  this  quantity,  so  that 
nearly  half  an  ounce  is  taken  per  diem.  When  the  dose  given 
is  too  great,  we  are  admonished  by  disorder  of  the  digestive 
organs,  a  miliary  eruption,  profuse  sweats,  and  espicially  by 
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seorbntrc^symptoms.  These  ill-effects  may  be  prevented  or 
diminishedf  by  the  employment  of  mucilaginous  vehicles,  bitter 
extracts  of  aromaties,  and  a  good  animal  diet.  Persons  suf- 
fering from  hemorrhage  disposition,  or  affections  due  to  pov^ 
erty  of  blood,  should  not  be  subjected  to  his  treatment, — jBii?- 
ieiinde  TherapeuHquBf  torn.  tlUu  p.  521. 
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Affeeiimis  of  the  Nervous  St/stem. — Chorea.-^The  indi- 
cations in  this'diaease  are  to  improve  the  state  of  the  blood, 
amend  general  nutrition,  calm  the  nervous  ^stem,  and  infuse 
tone  into  the  muscular*  If  any  irritations  exists  it  must  be 
removed.  The  most  freouent  source  perhaps  is  from  asca* 
rides  in  the  rectum,  and  tnese  may  be  removed  by  an  injec* 
tion  of  a  strong  solution  of  salt  in  water,  or  an  infusion  of 
quassia  into  the  rectum.  The  disease  very  frequently  yields 
to  attention  to  diet,  and  the  cold  affusion  employed  two  or 
three  times  a  day.  Of  the  tonics,  those  of  the  metallic  kind 
are  the  best,  especially  iron  and  zinc,  or  quinine  may  be  enoh 
ployed^  or  some  form  of  bark.  Sometimes  the  muscles  be« 
come  slightly  paralyzed ;  the  best  remedy  for  this,  is  the 
careful  employment  of  galvanism ;  a  ffentfe  and  slowlv  Wh 
terrupted  current  may  be  transmitted  tnrough  the  paralyzed 
part  from  a  Quarter  of  an  hour  to  twenty  minutes  at  a  time. 
Friction  with  a  rough  towel  or  a  flesh  brush  may  be  also  em- 
ployed.   (Dr.  R.  B/Todd,  p.  85.) 

Dr.  Merei  regards  the  ammonia-sulphate  of  copper  as  a 
sovereign  remedy  in  chorea.  Out  of  177  cases  treated  at 
Pesth,  170  had  been  restored  by  this  drug  to  perfect  health  in 
an  average  time  of  22  dajrs.  The  prescription  he  employs  is 
(he  following  :-—'Aq.  mcnth.  jnp.,  3iv.;  ammcHiio^sulpb. 
cupri,  gr.  viii.;  tinct.  opii.gtt.  viii. — ^xii.;  syr.  simpUcis,  Saa* 
A  tea-spoonful  may  be  commenced  with,  four  or  six  times  a 
day,  gradually  increasing  the  dose«  A  child  from  nine  to 
fourteen  years  old  might  take  a  table-spoonful  four  or  five 
times  a  clay.  If  sickness  is  prodnced,  cease  for  a  day,  then 
recommence  in  sntaller  doses.  If  chlorosis  or  anaemia  is 
conjoined  with  the  disease,  then  add  some  preparation  of 
iron.    (Dr.  Merei,  p,  38.) 

The  inhalation  of  chloroform  in  the  ordinary  manner  on  a 

Scket  handkerchief  in  a  case  of  chorea,  under  Sir  Henry 
arsh,  was  followed  by  the  most  maiked  relief  in  the  symp* 
toms;.     (Dr«  Banka^  p.  M.) 
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Ejnlevsjf. — Dr,  E.  Watson  having  studied  Dr.  Marshall 
Hall's  tneory  of  the  relation  of  laiyngismus  to  epileptic  con- 
vulsions, adopted  the  following  treatment.  The  {Mitient  was 
a  young  lady,  who  for  several  years  had  been  afflicted  with 
epilepsy.  Dr.  Watson  applied  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver 
(Bi  to  the  3j)  to  the  glottis,  daily,  for  a  fortnight,  and  after- 
wards for  some  weeks  with  longer  intervals  between  the  ap- 
plications. There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  treatment 
Sve  marked  relief,  both  in  the  frequency  and  intensity  of 
e  paroxysms.    (Dr.  E.  Watson,  p.  42.) 

Headache. — Give  doses  of  half  a  grain  to  one  grain,  three 
times  a  day,  of  the  sulphate  of  nickel.  This  remedy  seems 
to  have  been  a  very  valuable  one  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Simp- 
son, of  Edinburgh.  It  seems  to  be  of  use  in  those  cases  m 
which  iron  has  oeen  employed,  especially  in  chlorosis  and 
amennorrhoea. — {Monthly  J  our,  of  Med.  Science^  Aug* 
1852,  p.  135.) 

Neuralgia^  Facial. — Apply  the  following  pomade  over  the 
affected  nerve,  renewing  the  application  according  to  circum- 
stances— Pure  chloroform  4  drachms :  cyanide  of  potassium, 
3|  drachms ;  axunge  3  ounces ;  wax  sufficient  to  give  consis- 
tence.  If  the  neuralgia  is  in  the  scalp,  a  piece  of  the  oint- 
ment the  size  of  a  pigeon's  egg  is  to  be  nibbed  over  the  part, 
and  the  head  is  then  to  be  covered  with  an  oil-skin  cap.  (M. 
Cazenave,  p.  43.) — Braiihwaifs  Retrotpect. 

GERMANY. 

On  the  Medical  UiCi  of  Urate  of  Ammonia. — Five  years' 
observation  has  convinced^  Dr.  Bauer  that  this  is  a  most  valu- 
able medicine  in  chronic  cutaneous  diseases  and  in  tubercular 
diseases  of  the  lung.  An  ointment  containing  one  scruple  to 
to  the  ounce,  is  applied  by  a  pencil  to  the  eruption  night  and 
morning,  the  cure  oeing  effected  in  from  one  to  three  weeks. 
In  tubercular  disease  the  ointment  is  rubbed  in  alternately  night 
and  morning  on  the  back  and  front  of  the  chest.  No  inflam- 
matory complication  should  be  present  during  its  employment, 

In  reference  to  this  substance  it  is  interesting  to  observe* 
that  in  Columbia,  South  America,  where  lepra  prevails  so 
extensively,  the  benefit  derived  from  the  external  and  internal 
use  of  Quano  has  been  placed  beyond  all  doubt; and  Dr.  Lal- 
lemand  has  found  it  of  great  ntiiity  in  the  treatment  of  mor- 
phsBinthe  Brazil.  The  urate  of  ammonia,  which  is  found 
m  this  substance  in  great  abundance^  is  probably  the  chief 
medicinal  agent. — Buchnefe  report— MediethChi.  Rev. 
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3&m\lmus, 

NetD  Arrangement. — We  have  the  pleasure  of  announcing 
to  the  patrous  of  the  Western  Lanceif  that  Dr.  Thomas  Wood, 
of  this  city,  has  taken  an  interest  in  it,  and  will  hereafter  be- 
come one  of  the  editors.  By  this  arrangement  a  much  larger 
and  more  efficient  amount  of  attention  will  be  eiven  to  me 
Lancet,  in  all  of  its  departments,  and  no  doubt  with  the  effect 
of  rendering  it  more  interesting  and  valuable.  The  time  of 
the  present  editor  is  so  fully  and  constantly  occupied  that  he 
finds  it  impossible  to  do  full  justice  to  the  editorial  and  pub- 
lishing departments ;  but  it  is  noped  that  the  conjoint  labours 
of  two  editors,  will  be  sufficient  to  remedy  the  existing  defi- 
ciencies, and  to  place  the  editorial  and  publishing  departments 
on  the  very  best  basis. 

Dr.  Wood  has  heretofore  directed  his  attention  especially 
to  anatomy  and  surgery,  and  he  will  be  able  to  give  an  interest 
to  the  surgical  department  of  the  Lancet  which  it  has  not  hi- 
therto received.  The  advantages  of  a  medical  and  surgical 
editor  will  be  apparent  to  every  one ;  and  we  confidently  ex- 
pect to  make  our  journal  a  fair  exponent  as  its  name  indicates, 
of"  Practical  Medicine  and  Surgery,"  Dr.  Wood  is  a  gentle- 
man of  ability  and  reputation,  and  as  such  we  introduce  him 
to  the  patrons  of  the  Western  Lancet. 

Medical  Teaching  in  Cincinnati  during  the  Summer 
Months. — By  reference  to  advertisements  in  the  preceding  and 
present  number  of  the  Lancet^  it  will  be  seen  that  several  in- 
stitutions propose  to  give  lectures  during  the  ensuing  spring 
and  a  portion  of  the  summer  months. 

The  Cindnndti  College  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  pro-  \ 
poses  to  give  a  full  course  of  instruction,  commencing  on  the 
first  Monday  in  March,  and  continuing  four  months ;  at  the 
end  of  whicn  time  a  public  commencement  will  be  held,  and 
decrees  conferred.  The  fees  are  990.  A  regular  collegiate 
spring  and  summer  term  is  something  new  in  tnis  refi;ion;  and 
tnerefore  must  be  regarded  as  an  experiment,  ft  is  true 
foreign  medical  schools,  and  many  or  those  located  in  the 
northern  portion  of  the  United  States,  hold  spring  and  summer 
terms ;  but,  hitherto  such  a  course  has  not  oeen  attempted  in 
the  Western  country,  with  two  exceptions,  namely,  the  Tran- 
sylvania University  and  the  Cindnnali  College  of  MedicioA 
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and  Surgery ;  the  latter  of  which  held  a  sprine  term  last  year, 
and  the  former  has  adopted  the  same  course  tor  the  past  two 
years. 


spri 
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The  Af  joint  Medical  College  prcmoset  KLewise  to  hold  a 
ring  and  summer  term,  but  witnout  conferring  degreea. 
he  announcement  states  that  the  charge  for  the  course  wiH 
be  itDents  dolUtTtj  ^  asid  the  fee  paid  will  be  received  in  part 
payment  for  the  regular  course.''  If  wa  rightly  comprehend 
this  propoftitioa,  it  is  very  nearly  a  fru  ^atie  far  nothing 
system.  Surely  a  course  of  lectures  of  sixteen  weeks  durar 
taotk  is  worth  the  pittance  of  twenty  ioUau^  if  it  is  worth  any- 
tfain|f ;  and  we  contend  that,  in  medicine  at  least,  the  ^  lalx)- 
rer  is  worthy  of  his  hire."  We  regret  to  see  our  friends  of 
the  Miami  school  setting  such  a  bad  example.. 

The  Cincinnati  Summer  School  of  Mtdieiney  is  a  new 
organisation,  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  lectures 
dwing  the  interval  between  the  regular  rourses*  It  is  propo- 
sed to  begin  on  the  third  Monday  rn  March,  and  continue 
sixteen  weeks.    Fees  to  the  course^  $20* 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  anun^ments  that  those 
students  who  desire  to  attend  leetaresin  Cincinnati  daring  the 
spring  and  smtnner  months,  will  not  fail  of  tnding  Uie  means 
of  gi^iffing  their  wishes. 

The  Dayton  Medical  Institute  commences  its  exercises  on 
the  secona  Tuesday  of  April,  and  continues  twelve  weeks. 
Terms  for  a  full  course,  $16.  This  institution  is  designed  as 
a  preparatory  school,  (similar  to  the  Cincinnati  Summer 
Scnool  of  Medicine,)  in  which  pupils  are  instructed  by  means 
of  lectures,  conversational  exercises,  and^anatomical  itlu8tra-> 
tion.  The  pro^ss  made  by  those  who  lUve  heretofore  at- 
tended this  institution,  speak  well  for  the  careful  and  thorougfi 
course  of  instruction  given. 

In  regard  to  summer  schools,  we  feel  free  to  reiterate  an 
opinion  often  heretofore  expressed — that  they  afford  pupils 
the  best  means  of  prosecuting  their  studies  during  theintervals 
between  the  sessions  of  the  re^lar  colleges,  ft  is  a  subject 
of  surprise,  therefore,  that  pupils  are  not  more  ready  to  avail 
themselves  of  these  facilities,  and  more  especially,  as  the 
price  of  tuition  is  so  low  as  to  remove  all  objection  m  that  re- 
^ct.  We  hope  students  will  reflect  on  these  oiatters  and 
give  them  due  atteition. 
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•  Ptesidencfi  of  the  American  Medieal  Association.'^'^  We 
{leg  leave,  respectfully,,  (like  the  political  papers,)  to  nomi- 
nate for  the  Presidency  of  the  American  Medical  Associa^ 
t!on,  for  the  next  year,  Professor  Valentine  Mott,  M.  D#9 
of  New  York.  We  think  it  justly  due  to  this  ^eat  surgeon, 
that  he  be  the  next  President  oi  thei  Associatit)!!/' — rhil. 
Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 

[This  nominatioB  may  possibly  find  more  respoBSes  <mt  of 
New  York  than  in  ity  because  of  the  reeeni  renewal  of  hill 
associations  with  a  school  too  odoriferous  of  Quackery.  If 
the  nomination  is  conceded  to  New  York^  Dr«  Jdhn  W. 
Frtincis  wilt  be  very  likely  to  have  the  precedetice  for  thid 
high  post  of  distinction.  But  as  the  brethren  in  Baltioaore^ 
when  the  Convention  n^t  there,  waived  their  claim  in  otir 
favor,  by  electing  Dr«  Alexander  H.  Stevens ;  a  reciprocity  oi 
their  courtesy  would  noint  to  Professor  Natban  B.  Smith  as 
the  next  President  of  tne  National  Assoeiation.  As  howevet^ 
New  Yovk  has  been  represented  ae  well  9a  Bostoti,  by  aa 
eminent  surgeon^  a  correspondent  suegedls  iti  the  event  that 
Dr«  Smith  persists  in  his  decKnation,  that  Professor  William 
Gibson,  the  veteran  surgeon  of  Philadelphia  eboukl  be  put  in 
Bomination*  Speculation  on  the  subject  is  premature,  and 
we  only  present  the  gossip  which  is  abroad.}  iVC  F»  Med4  Gat* 

Death  from  the  bite  of  a  Cobra. — One  of  the  keepers  at 
the  Zoological  Gardens.  London,  was  recently  bitten  in  the 
&CV  by  a  cobra  di  capella.  Six  small  wounds  were  inflicted 
by  the  snake's  teeth  on  the  keeper's  nose,  and  inanehourand 

#  halftht  man  was  dead ! 

The  following  phenomena  were  noted : 

For  twenty  mmutes  no  marked  result  except  the  patient^s 
agitation ;  after  that  time  the  patient  began  to  stagger  itt 
walking,  and  could  not  speak  distinctly;  convulsive  move- 
ments of  the  mouib  and  limbs  were  observed*  He  made  no 
^>ecial  complaint  of  pain  or  uneasy  sensation*  Id  46  minutes 
ke  was  taken  td  Univeruty  College  Hospital,  at  which  time 
ke  was  unable  to  speak,  and  nearly  or  quite  anoonactoaa.  At 
that  time  the  face  was  slightly  livid,  eyes  fixed,  papils  rather 
iaij^  and  acting  slnggishlv;  skin  natural  temperature  aad 
moist ;  pulse  120,  unequal  in  force,  but  Uumi  of  Aie  beaiti 
tokrably  fiiU  and  strong ;  respiratroD  20  to  the  minute.  The 
IMdily  of  the  bee  rapidly  increased,  and  a  free  per^iratioA 
followed.  He  seemed  dying  from  failure  of  the  respiratory 
imction^    At  10  minutes  before  nine,  niitm»l  vaqpiration 
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ceased,  still  the  palse  continaed  at  the  rate  of  82  to  the  minute. 
Artificial  respiration  was  immediately  resorted  to,  and  the 
pulse  soon  rose  to  70  per  minute,  and  a  galvanic  current  was 

f>assed  from  the  back  of  the  neck  to  the  abdomen*     No  re« 
ief,  however,  was  afforded. 

A  New  Sty  fixe. — M.  Pagliari,  a  pharmacian  at  Rome,  pro* 
fesses  to  have  discovered  a  new  and  extraordinary  styptic. 
M.  Sedillot  endorses  its  virtues.  The  Bull,  de  Ther.  gives 
the  following  account  of  its  composition,  which  has  been  re* 
vealed  by  its  discoverer: 

M.  Paffliari  has  now  revealed  the  composition,  which  is  as 
follows :  £!ight  ounces  of  tincture  of  benzoin,  one  pound  of 
alum,  and  ten  pounds  of  water  are  boiled  together  for  six 
hours  in  a  glasea  earthen  vessel,  the  vaporizecT  water  being 
constantly  replaced  by  hot  water,  so  as  not  to  interrupt  the 
ebulition,  and  the  resinous  mass  kept  stirred  round.  The 
fluid  is  then  filtered,  and  kept  in  stoppered  bottles.  It  is  lim- 
pid, slightly  styptic  in  taste,  aromatic  in  odor,  and  the  color  of 
campaigne.  M.  Hepp,  of  Strasburg,  has  substituted  white 
resin  for  the  benzoin.  Every  drop  of  this  fluid  poured  into  a 
glass  containing  human  blood  produces  an  instantaneous 
magma;  and  by  increasing  the  proportion  of  the  stjrpticto 
the  quantity  of  the  blood,  a  dense,  homogeneous,  blackish 
mass  results. 

Hydrophobia. — '^The  American  journals  relate  a  case  of 
cure  of  hydrophobia  in  a  man,  by  means  of  inocculation  with 
the  poison  of  a  serpent,  called  the  lance*headed  snake.  The 
means  of  inocculation  were  the  bite  of  the  snake.  The 
Union  M^icale,  justly  remarks,  tiiat  this  observation,  badly 
put  together,  wants  entirely  those  accurate  and  scientific  de* 
tails  which  alone  can  justify  the  just  spirit  of  criticism.  We 
take  this  opportunity  of  corroborating  the  opinion  of  our 
French  contemporary ;  and  add,  that  it  is  much  to  be  lamea* 
ted,  how  in  America  the  spirit  of  quackery  is  rampant* 
Marvellous  tales  of  credulity  find  more  favor,  in  many  die- 
tricts,  than  the  results  of  sober  inauirv ;  and  it  is  currently 
believed  that  the  same  snake  afforos  the  antidote  to  the  poi* 
son  of  its  own  bite."— Afedieo/  Time$  andQoztUt  {Lonaan) 
Dec.  18th,  1862. 

The  above  marvellous  "  snake  story "  is  iteifft  to  us ;  and 
we  wish  to  inquire  of  oar  cotemporaries,  whether  any  such 
ease  has  been  published.  The  language  would  imply  that 
medieaj journals  had  promulgated  the  statement}  and  the  r^ 
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mark  that  there  is  a  current  belief  in  the  snake  affording  the 
antidote  to  its  own  poison,  seems  also  pointed  at  the  meatcoZ 
profesiion.    Who  can  enlighten  us  ? 

Dr.  Drakes  Second  Volume. — The  second  Volume  of  Dr. 
Drakes  "  Treatise  on  the  Principal  Diseases  of  the  Interior 
Valley  of  North  America,"  was  incomplete  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  The  profession  will  be  gratified  to  learn,  however, 
that  he  left  manuscript  saflScient  to  complete  from  460  to  475 
pages,  all  in  a  state  of  tolerable  completeness.  It  is  now  in' 
the  hands  of  his  son,  Mr.  Chas.  D.  Drake,  of  St.  Louis,  for 
the  purpose  of  a  literary  revisioui  and  it  will  be  printed  as 
early  as  fnttcticable. 

New  York  Medical  Gazette.— The  January  number  of 
this  popular  journal  comes  to  us  much  improved,  having  as- 
famed  a  more  comely  shape,  and  with  better  typography  and 
paper.  It  is  a  very  sprightly  periodical,  and  wish  Dr.  Reese 
abundant  success. 

The  Southern  Journal  of  the  Medical  and  Physical  Sci^ 
ences. — This  is  the  title  ofa  new  monthly  published  in  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.  It  is  under  the  editorial  management  of  Drs. 
John  W.  King,  Wm.  P.  Jones,  R.  O.  Currey,  and  B.  Woods. 
The  ioumal  has  a  department  devoted  to  Dentistry.  The  num- 
ber before  us  is  welf  printed  and  filled  with  interesting  matter. 

,  [The  following  paragraphs  are  extracted  from  the  Proceed- 
ing of  the  29th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  German  Association 
of  Naturalists  and  Physicians,  held  at  Weisbaden,  Oct.,  1852. 
We  copy  from  the  Canada  Medical  Journal.] 

Largnyoiomjf  and  Tracheotomy.— Br.  Johaidt,  Weisbaden 
T""J??J*oned  a  case  where  Laiyngotomy,  had  been  performed 
for  CEdema  of  the  Glottis,  after  Typhus.  The  patient  waa 
exhibited  and  although  the  (Edema,  bad  not  entirely  disap* 
peared,  yet  did  he  seem  perfectly  at  ease,  breathing  freely, 
and  speaking  when  the  tube  was  closed. 

Dr.  Brown,  Weisbaden— spoke  cf  Tracheotomy,  and  exhi- 
bited  a  patient  on  whom  this  operation  had  been  performed. 
When  the  tube  was  partly  closed,  he  spoke  more  clearly  and 
distinctly  than  the  preceeding.  The  relative  value  of  these 
operations  was  disscussed.  The  majority  seemed  inclined 
k>  think,  that  when  practicable,  tracheotomy^  should  be 
ehosen  in  preference,  and  that  those  cases  requiring  laryn- 
gotomy,  were  not  of  frequent  occurrence.  Then  as  to  the 
value  of  these  operations  m  croup.    Although  many  prosent- 
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mentioned  eases  in  which  tracheotomy  had  apparently  been 
the  means  of  saving  the  lives  of  the  patientS|  yet  were  the 
majority  inclined  to  think  that  the  cases  of  rtateroup^  benefitted 
by  operations  were  rare  indeed. 

Professor  Sedillot> — very  warmly  oj^sed  recoutse  to  thest 
operations^  eicept  in  cases  of  extreme  urgency^  sueh  as  the 
presence  of  a  fbrdgn  body.  Opinions  to  the  same  effect^ 
were  expressed  by  professors  Baun^  of  Oottingen,  Naumaoxv 
of  Bonn^  &c. 

HemosiaHt  Liquor  of  Pagtiart. — Professor  HejrfeJder,  of 
Eriangen,  and  Sediilot,  of  Stratsburg — Dwelt  at  considerable 
length  on  the  ^Hemostatic  Liquor  of  Pagtiari.  The  latter 
gentleman  said,  that  he  had  performed  several  experiments  to 
prove  the  efficacy  of  this  remedy.  In  every  case  be  had 
every  reason  to  be  pleased*  It  seems  to  diffuse  itself  in  aft 
inconeeivably  short  space  of  time,  over  the  whole  system^ 
and  its  action  was  soon  manifest.  They  then  spoke  of  ita 
local  action.  Professor  Chelius,  and  others  thought  it  an 
fmportant  addition  to  surgery.  I  asked  Professor  neyfelder, 
its  composition.  He  gave  me  the  name  of  the  ingredients. 
but  not  the  proportions.  1^.  Alumina,  Sulph?  Bes.  Benzoin  f 
Coque  et  Cola.  I  was  refered  to  a  periodical,  which  I  was 
fold  contained  the  prescription ;  but  have  not  yet  found  it. 

Placenta  Pravia. — Dr.  Shneeman  read  a  paper  on  the 
treatment  of  Placenta  Pratia  and  assured  the  society  that 
after  many  years  experience,  and  having  given  the  subject  hiflr 
most  serious  attention,  andf  fiavii^  also  agitated  it  in  publicv 
he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  tmntng  should  be  accora« 
plished  as  soon  as  possible.  Prof.  Hohl  agreed  with  him — 
Prof.  Martin  said  that,  atthongh  an  advocate  of  this  method, 
he  would  strongly  advise  them  n44  to  loose  sight  of  the  cold 
yfoter  doueht^  to  arrest  the  hemorrhage  untu  the  time  for 
tanring  has  arrived. 

.  Chalybeate  Bath  in  Abortion. — Dr.  Boschan,  of  Franz- 
eusbad,  spoke  of  the  employment  of  Chalybeate  baths,  where 
there  existed  a  predisposition  to  miscarriage  or  abortion,  and 
stated  that  in  such  cases  he  had  found  them  particularly 
servix^eable. 

PhreiUlofjf^^Tk.  Vogler  then  delivered  a  discourse  ui 
which  he  Oronottneed  a  very  decided  opinion  against  the  clauaa 
oi^hrenotomfAtL  its  prennt  form  to  be  regarded  as  a  scieocei 
SM  enlaigea  iip<m  its  pemiGious  consequencea  in  a  moral  poin^ 


of  tiew*  After  a  lengtboMd  diacusaioD,  in  which  muxj  of  the 
mtaibera  lo(A  pftrt^  the  opioloo  was  expressed  almost  uoanl- 
jaottsly — ^that  modem  phrenology  was  void  of  any  anatomical 
or  physiological  baais,  and  the  division  and  alloeatioa  of  the 
•eveml  mental  faculties  ao  ^ibly  accomplished  b^  the  phio- 
aologiat  was  totally  aawammfted  and  uopsycholog^bcal* 

A  Savan  Starving. — The  distinguished  botanist,  Nees  Von 
Esenbach,  having  lost  his  professorship  at  Munich,  on  account 
of  polilicai  proscriptions,  is  said  to  be  literally  aterving  i$i  a 
miserable  hoviel  at  Breslao.  His  library  has  been  sold  to  pay 
his  debts,  and  his  only  remaining  property  is  a  splendid  ber<- 
barium,  which  he  has  in  vain  endeavored  to  dispose  of.  A 
erey  ^haired  savan,  of  69  )rears,  tn  a  state  of  starvaHon  ?  Alas 
for  human  gratitude.  England  is  called  on  for  aid,  and  would 
not  the  United  States  assist  in  rescuing  the  great  botanist  from 
starvation  ?• 


Inquesi  on  Homaapathie  vidims. — Quite  a  number  of  in* 
quests  have  recently  neen  held  in  London,  on  the  bodies  of 

Krsons  who  died  under  homceopathic  treatment.  In  one  case 
e  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  manslaughter.  In  another  ex- 
ample, the  coroner  was  induced  to  hold  an  inauest,  from  the 
followiiu;, certificate  of  death.  *^  Margaret  oedgwick  died 
from  inflammation  of  the  lun^,  peritoneum  and  the  liver,  and 
her  death  resulted  from,  I  believe,  the  neglect  of  the  homceo- 
pathie  attendant,  and  the  general  nullity  of  treatment.  The 
jiiiT  retained  the  following  verdict.  ^*  Deoeaaed  died  from 
inflammatMm  of  the  hmga,  but  we  ana  not  oompeteot  to  judge 
of  the  medicinal  treatment." 

UniversUjf  i{f  Jlerfin^-— It  is  mmoped  that  the  authorities 
of  the  university  of  Berlin  contemjilate  establishing  a  chair  4yi 
faomcBopathy!  Can  it  be  that  this  ancient  and  renowned  ior 
stitution  is  thus  to  be  disgraced  by  the  infatuated  governons  ? 
Surely  the  professors  would  all  resign  if  such  a  disgraceful 
event  should  occur. 

Hoiel'Dieu. — It  is  intimated  that  this  ancient  hospital  is  to 
be  demolished,  and  the  patients  to  be  transferred  to  a  new  and 
eaipacious  edifice  now  b^ng  constructed  on  the  north  aide  of 
Ike  city* 

Abolition  of  the  Coneours. — Napoleon  III,  lias  abolished 
the  French  eoneoursy  and  will  hereafter  appoint  the  professors 
and  hospital  iphyaioiaBa  "^ ' 
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Test  of  complete  AniB$the$ia. — Dr.  James  Ballowi  of  V ir* 
ginia,  mentions  in  the  Stethoseopej  that  his  test  in  the  admin- 
istration of  anaesthetics  is  the  condition  of  the  patient's  eyelid. 
80  long  as  the  eyelids  manifest  the  least  It^i/cAiny,  anesthesia 
is  not  oomplete.  The  following  he  regards  as  evidence  of 
full  anaesthesia.  The  upper  eyelid^  when  raued^  will  remain 
open  or  merely  droop  ;  the  cornea  will  present  directly  for* 
ward ;  the  pupil  will  he  contracted  and  motionlest. 

The  Orthoscope.'^ A  new  instrument,  with  the  above  title, 
has  been  invented,  by  which  the  formation  of  the  eye  can  be 
more  accurately  observed. 

Medical  Newspaper. — Dr.  C.  D.  Griswold,  of  New  York, 
has  issued  a  meoical  paper  for  the  dissemination  of  correct 
knowledge  among  the  people.  It  sholud  be  extensively  cir- 
culated. 

Dr.  Beach! — This  lonff-for^otten  father  of  so-called  Eclee- 
ticism  has  recently  turnecf  up  m  Boston^  and  has  planted  his 
banner  on  Puritan  ground.  He  proposes  to  instruct  male 
students,  until  qualified  tograduate,  for  the  sum  of  |100,  and 
females  for  half  price.  This  is  degrading  the  sex,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  tne  ^^  Women's  Rights  Conventions  '*  will  see 
to  it.  Furttiermore,  Dr.  Beach  has  dispensed  with  the  '^  use- 
less and  dangerous  practice  of  dissections." 

The  Seer.— The  <'  PoughJxepsie  Seer^^  (alias  A.  J.  Davis,) 
has  been  lecturing  to  the  wonder  loving  portion  of  Cincinna* 
tians.  He  claims  that  his  lectures  were  composed  during  the 
clairvoyant  state  1 

TAe  Peach  Leaf  in  Diarrhaa. — Dr.  Ramsay,  of  Georgia, 
speaks  highly  in  uvor  of  a  decoction  of  the  green  peach  leaf 
in  diarrhoea.  It  is  riven  by  the  moutli  and  rectum ;  and  uso* 
ally  combined  wiUi  laudanum. 

The  Belmont  Medical  Society  met  in  St.  Clairsville  on 
the  first  Thursday  in  January.  We  shall  expect  to  receive 
the  proceedings  m  due  time* 


Physician*s  Visiting  Lis^— Messrs.  Lindsay  and  Blakisi. 
ton,  Philadelphia,  have  published,  for  1863,  this  valuable 
memorandum  book.    It  should  be  in  the  possession  of  every 

physician. 

The  New  York  Medical  Coll^  has  established  a  Profet 


raiy  Fellow  of  the  Kings  and  Queen's  College  of  Physicians 
I  Ir  " 
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sorship  of  Medical  Jorisprodence.    Joel  Parker,  L.  L.  D.,  is 
the  incumbent. 

Professor  Lee  has  translated  OifiUa's  Monograph  on  Ni- 
cotine. 

Professor  Valentine  Mott  has  received  the  degree  of  Hono- 
ly  Felloi 
in  Ireland* 

Physicians  in  Au$tralia. — ^There  is  a  demand,  both  in  the 
American  ani  English  ports,  for  suigeons  to  ships  conveying 
passengers. 

Baron  HumboldL — This  renowned  Savan  has  reached  hit 
83d  year.  He  enioys  excellent  health,  and  is  actively  engaged 
daily  on  the  fourth  volume  of  his  '^  Cosmos.'' 

FXRIODICALS. 

Rankings  Half-Yearly  Abstract  of  the  Medical  Scieneeg. 
No.  16,  July  to  December,  1862.  Lindsay  &  Blakiston, 
Philadelphia. 

Braithwaite^s  Retrospect  of  Practical  Medicine  and  Sur- 
Mfy.  Part  26,  January,  1853.  Stringer  &  Townsend,  New 
xork. 

We  have  received  the  above  pc^ular  medical  periodicals, 
which  exhibit  the  usual  amount  of  interesting  matter. 

Death  of  Dr.  E.  K.  Chamherlin. — It  is  with  profound 
•orrow  that  we  announce  the  death  of  Dr.  Chamherlin,  late  of 
this  city.  He  had  been  a  resident  af  Cincinnati  for  the  past 
ten  or  twelve  years ;  and,  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  social  and 
professional,  won  the  re^rds  of  those  with  whom  he  associ- 
ated. Being  somewhat  indisposed,  during  the  present  winter, 
Dr.  C.  determined  to  seek  a  more  eenial  climate,  and  started 
for  California  some  time  in  December  last.  We  learn  from  a 
letter  written  at  Panama,  January,  19th,  that  Dr.  C.  was 
much  exposed  while crossinff  the  Isthmus}  and  on  the  2l8t  of 
December  in  apparent  good  nealth,  he  embarked  on  board  a 
steamship  bound  to  San  Francisco.  But  before  leaving  the 
port  of  Panama,  he  was  attacked  with  what  is  called  the 
^  Panama  Fever,"  and  died  on  the  26th  of  December — ^thus 
being  sick  only  four  dajfs.  This  fever  is  a  miasmatic  disease 
and  It  is  probable  that  in  this  instance  it  assumed  the  conges- 
tive form.    The  physician  of  the  ship  states  that  Dr.  C.  was 
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conscious  of  the  fatal  tendeacy  of  the  disease  fiom  the  fiorif 
but  that  he  was  delerious  for  thirty  hours  prior  to  deaths 

The  following  notice  of  the  character  and  services  of  Dr« 
CbambeAin  is  taken  from  the  Wa$hinjii<m  Union* 

DiBD. — On  the  Pacific  Ocean,(two  days*  sail  from  Aca- 
pulcoj  on  he  25th  Decernber,  Dr.  E«  KiasT  Chambsrun. 

Thts  announcement  will  carry  sadness  and  gloom  to  the 
hearts  of  the  numerous  friends  and  admirers  of  this  gentle- 
man. Dr.  Chamberlin  was  surgeon  of  the  first  Ohio  rege- 
m^  of  volunteers  in  the  Mexican  war,  und  at  the  battle  of 
lif  outerey  performed  more  active  service  than  wy  otbar  smw 
geon  in  the  field.  He  was  appointed  by  Col.  Weller  sorgeoa 
and  physician  to  the  party  sent  out  in  1849  to  run  the  boun- 
dary line  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico.  After  the 
didbuiding  of  t)be  commission  by  the  removal  of  Col.  Weller^ 
he  was  elected  Senator  to  the  mt  Legisriature  of  California) 
from  the  counties  of  San  Diego  and  Los  Angelos.  Shortly 
afier  the  Legislature  met,  he  was  elected  President  of  the 
Seimte,  and  continued  in  this  office  until  bis  official  term  ex- 
pired. He  then  returned  lo  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he 
stood  among  the  first  of  his  profession,  and  resumed  his  prec-^ 
tice.  In  this  be  was  eminently  successful;  but  as  his  health 
was  much  impaired,  he  was  aovised  to  seek  a  meiie  mild  and 
genial  climate.  He  concluded  to  make  his  home  upon  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific,  and  on  the  6th  December  sailed  from 
New  York  in  charge  of  the  fiuaily  of  his  old  friend  OoL 
Weller.  Immediately  after  leaving  Panama  he  was  striken 
down  by  the  fever  of  that  country,  whieb  in  four  <kys  closed 
his  career. 

The  writer  of  this  short  notice  has  seen  Dr.  C.  it  all  the  re^ 
lations  of  life— upon  the  toilsome  aiardh,  on  the  field  of  baltie^ 
in  the  hospital,  in  the  private  circle — and  he  never  knew  • 
better  man.  Warm  hearted,  generoiis,  9mA  ethusiastic,,  he  bad . 
more  devoted  friends  within  the  cirde  of  his  acquaintance 
than  any  man  we  have  ever  known. 

Poor  Chambedin !  May  we  not  Jiope  (hat  thy  bravie  aod . 
noble  spirit  has  found  a  happy  rest  amon^  the  just  ud  teue  cf 
another  worid  1  Long,  lo^g  ahalt  thou  hve  in  the 
of  thy  late  associaies. 


KDITBD  BT 

L.  M.  LAWSON,  M.  D., 

moiiMuE  or  PATBOUMT  Am  TBI  PBAcnci  or  ■■Bionm  i«  m 

mamcAL  ooluoi  or  ono. 

No.  3.  CINCINNATI,  MARCH,  1853.         YoLXIT. 


m0mm0^m0*0t0^^»0t0^0^m0t0m0t0t0^0t^t^»m^mt0t0*0^^^^^0t0^^t0^0^0^^»m 


**  Tbb  Past,  The  Prkscnt,  aicd  The  Future,  of  tbb 
Medical  PRorBssioR  in  tbe  United  States  or  America,'*  is 
the  title  of  an  introductory  lecture,  delivered  at  the  opening 
of  the  late  session  of  the  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine.  Its  an- 
ther, Prof.  T,  D.  Mitchell,  has  in  times  past,  enjoyed  many  oppor- 
tunities for  observing  the  condition  of  the  profession,  both  east  and 
west,  and  his  opinions,  therefore,  are  entitled  to  respectful  conside- 
ration. 

Dr.  Mitchell  divides  his  subject  into  three  eras ;  the  past  embrac- 
ing  forty  years  prior  to  1818  ;  the  present,  forty  years,  extending 
from  1813  to  1863 ;  with  an  unlimited  future.  The  first  period 
of  forty  years  commenced  with  tbe  first  public  teaching  in  1760 
but  owing  to  the  interruption  occasioned  by  the  American  revela- 
tion, that  period  is  reduced  to  forty  years.  During  this  period, 
medical  education  was  conducted  under  the  most  disadvantageous 
circumstances.  A  want  of  suitable  buildings  ;  scanty  and  defec* 
tive  apparatus  ;  entire  destitution  of  diagrams,  plates  and  models ; 
and  but  few  books,  constitute  some  of  the  disadvantages  under 
which  the  early  teachers  labored  And  yet  the  fruits  were  not 
meagre.    The  labors  of  Bond,  Kuhn,  Shippen,  Rush,  Pby&ic,  and 
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Wistar,  produced  most  valuable  resulu.  Nearly  thirty  (the  author 
remarks)  of  those  who  graduated  prior  to  ,1813»  were  selected  to 
teach  in  schools  which  were  from  time  to  time  established. 

It  cannot  be  concealed  that  Dr  Mitchell  concedes  the  palm  of 
excellence  to  the  past ;  and  that  its  superiority  depended  on  the 
energy,  talents,  and  devotedness  oi  the  teachers,  and  the  qualifica- 
tions of  the  pupils  who  were  instructed.  The  following  remraki 
will  define  his  position  : 

Belonging,  as  he  does,  to  the  first  period  of  forty  years  in  oar 
professional  history,  the  speaker  feels  justified  in  thus  speaking 
out,  for  what  he  has  ever  regarded  as  the  ,palmy  era  of  American 
medicine.  His  partiality  for  the  teachers,  and  for  many  of  the 
taught  of  those  days,  will,  he  hopes,  be  excused,  if  a  foible  at  all, 
as  one  of  those  coiKhnertdaUe  fVailthM  of  our  nature,  that  is  not 
likely  to  hann  any  one,  save  him  who  cherishes  it. 

It  is  admitted,  therefore,  that  the  preserU  of  medicine  is  a  dete- 
rioration, as  compared  withthe  writer's  beau  ideal  of  perfection  aa 
exhibited  in  the  past  The  cause  of  this  deterioration,  mainly,  it 
embraced  in  the  following  extract : 

The  most  serious  and  effective  agency  in  the  deterioration  of  tha 
medical  profession,  had  scarcely  a  beginning  prior  to  1818,  its  per- 
nicious workings  having  been  reserved  for  the  subsequent  forty 
years  of  our  history.  We  need  hardly  to  announce  the  character 
of  this  deleterious  agency,  as  every  one  who  is  conrenmnt  with  the 
facts,  will  readily  understand  our  allusion  to  be,  to  the  rapid  mul*/ 
tiplication  of  the  schools,  and  the  consequent  laxity  in  collegiate 
disctplinei  and  in  private  teaching. 

In  relation  to  the  defects  of  the  prescTit,  the  following  extract 

presents  a  summaiy  of  the  author's  opinions : 

'*Let  us  make  a  flying  survey  of  this  portion  of  thep  rofessional 

fleld,  and  spy  out,  if  we  can,  its  leadi&g  peculiarities. 
These  are — 

IbI.  a  rabid  propoftsity  to  mulliply  medical  sofaools. 

Sd.  Devices  of  various  kinds  to  decoy  pupils ;  such  as  ticketa  at  a 
reduced  price,  with  long  credit  in  place  of  cash,  low  priced 
boarding,  accommodation  as  to  attendance  of  the  lectures,  and 
a  guarantee  bf  the  diploma. 

8d.  Very  general  disuse  of  ffhe  ancient  practice  of  trahihig  eta^ 
Msta  at  their  homea^  in  the  ofieea  of  mrcaptora. 

i4h«  Annual  coaventiona  for  the  ostensiole  purpose  of  elevating 
the  profession,  the  chief  managers  of  which,  feel  it  to  be  quite 
legitimate,  to  denounce  the  schools,  for  not  prolonging  their  see- 
■ionh  to  six  months,  and  for  refusing  to  relinqtiish  the  examina- 
tion of  candidates  for  the  doctorate^  while  it  ianotoiiaaai  -that  veiy 


7%e  MtMM  Pro/Mriim  in  fM  VMied  Staiu.     18t 

many  of  the  conplainants  aie  incompetent  to  conduct  audi  an  eir- 

aminstion." 

Some  of  the  above  positions,  we  are  of  the  opmieai,  have  moeh 
force,  while  others  are  less  probable,  if  not  entisely  evroneous.  If 
we  were  to  attempt  the  Mumecation  of  the  principal  caasea  of  mt 
pfeaant  defects^  we  would  submit  something  like  the  foUawaag: 

let.  Defective  praliminary  education  of  pupila. 

Sd.  A  want  of  ebm  atuify,  and  an  iaconpiale  maalaqr  of  the 
§hmenU  of  our  sctenoe. 

8d.  The  too  rapid  increase  of  medical  schools. 

4th  A  super-abundance  of  periodicals,  and  of  teported  meiftcal 
booka. 

In  Halation  to  the  multipltoation  of  medical  achoole,  periodioafe 
and  books,  dUiarent  opiaioiia  will  doubtless  be  entartalned.  ift« 
tereil  may  incitfie  individuals  to  either  aiiie  of  the  question ;  but 
there  are  stubborn  iicts  which  tHIl  out-weigh  all  specious  aigo* 
ments,  however  cunningly  devised  or  forcibly  poitrayed.  In  the 
expression  of  our  views  on  this  subject,  we  claim  to  speak  withoitt 
reference  to  any  particular  inftitutions,  periodicals,  or  sections  of 
eountry ;  but  on  the  contrary,  to  hold  up  to  view,  a  broad  and  gene- 
ral principle,  sfpplying  to  the  whole  land,  and  rslating  to  the  en* 
tire  profession. 

It  will  hardly  be  regarded  as  a  too  remote  analogy  if  we  com- 
pare the  hvaintst  of  teaching  to  commercial  pursuhs.  In  com- 
merce, a  proper  and  not  over-wrought  competition,  imparts  energy 
to  the  pursuit,  and  a  desire  to  supply  the  hett  article  at  a  fair 
price;  but  when  the  trade  becomes  oppressed  with  a  supCTabundance, 
the  msTket  value  is  reduced,  which  immediately  tends  to  the  in« 
troduction  of  an  inferior  article.  And  if  we  are  not  deceived  by 
the  signs  of  the  times,  the  same  rules  govern  our  proftsnon.  The 
multiplication  of  medical  schools,  so  long  as  limited  to  the  ttants 
of  the  profession,  vrill  unquestionably  prove  beneficial,  not  only 
by  furnishing  die  absolute  facilities  required,  but  also  by  stimulating 
eacb  other  to  the  highest  possible  eiertion ;  but  the  very  moment 
the  supply  exceeds  tiie  demand,  or  the  wants  of  thoAe seeking  in- 
struction, a  spfitlted  competition  degenerates  hrtoa  merely  indivi- 
dual riTalry,  too  often  sinldng  into  an  unscrupulous  S3r8t6m  of  bar-' 
gaining  for  patronage.  But  this  ia  not  all  The  eztensrve  division 
of  patronage  leaves  a  large  proportion  weakened  and  crippled  to 
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nch  an  extent  that  they  cannot  perform  their  funciiona  in  the  beat 
manner,  and  therefore  but  imperfectly  diacharge  the  high  truat  im* 
poaed  opon  them. 

Without  entering  more  into  detail,  we  may  aafely  aaanrae,  that 
the  rapid  multiplication  of  achoola  haa  m  direct  tendency  to  increase 
the  number  of  medical  students,  many  of  whom  poaaesa  no  preli- 
minary qnalificationa  for  profeaaional  studies;  to  lower  the  standard 
ofprofeaaional  qualifications;  and  by  the  consequent  orer-supply 
of  practitioners  to  lead  to  a  eheapeninjjf  competition,  and  da- 
grading  rivalry  for  buainess. 

But  what  shall  we  aay  in  reference  to  medical  journals  ?  Pe- 
riodicals have'of  late  years  increaaed  very  rapidly  in  the  United 
States,  and  it  ia  a  queation  .whether  they  promote  or  impede  the 
progreaa  of  the  acience.  In  a  large  proportion  of  examplea,  medi* 
cal  journals  are  eatablished  in  connection  with  schools,  and  with- 
out any  reference  to  the  actual  wants  of  the  profeaaion.  It  may 
be  supposed  that  the  mere  multiplication  of  journals  can  done  in- 
jury, but  may  promote  the  intereata  of  science  by  diffusing  abroad 
medical  knowledge.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  tha- 
fuality  of  the  published  matter  is  more  important  than  the  ^[uanr 
tity;  and  in  proportion  as  a  deterioration  occurs  from  any  cause, 
ao  will  journals  fail  to  accomplish  the  improvement  of  the  pro- 
fession. The  immediate  and  unavoidable  effect  of  the  rapid  in- 
crease of  journals,  is  to  divide  the  patronage,  limit  the  reaoorcea 
of  publiahera  and  editors,  and  to  destroy  the  stimulus  to  labor. 
We  speak  from  some  experience  on  this  subject,  and  entertain  no 
doubt  that  our  brethren  of  the  press  will  fully  sustain  the  views  ex- 
pressed. If  we  had  one  half  the  number  of  joumala  which  now 
exiat,  and  twice  the  labor  was  bestowed  on  those,  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  the  profession  would  be  greatly  benefited,  and  science 
rapidly  advanced. 

It  will  be  instructive  to  compare  our  own  condition  with  that  of 
England.  In  the  United  Statea,  there  ia  one  medical  journal  for 
every  700,000  inhabitants  ;  while  in  the. United  Kingdom  there  ia 
•  one  to  every  1,800,000.  The  proportion,  therefore,  ia  more  than 
twice  aa  great  in  the  United  Statea,  and  ia  atill  increaaing.  This 
•fact  ia  of  itaelf  concluaive.  The  joornala  are  better  auatained  in. 
England  than  here,  and  consequently  are  able  to  do  more  to  ad« 
vance  science. 
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The  preceding  remarka  have  been  elicited,  at  this  moment,  by 
Dr.  Mitchell's  addreas,  and  although  he  has  not  covered  the  whole 
ground,  yet  his  observations  are  valuable  and  instructive,  and  at 
least  in  part  point  to  the  true  cause  of  our  present  professional 
defects*  We  believe  most  sincerlely  that  the  rapid  and  almost 
reckless  multiplication  of  schools  and  journals,  with  all  their 
secondary  evils,  are  the  most  potent  agencies  in  diffusing  abroad  a 
nperficial  and  even  a  false  science.  The  profession  has  become 
iUuted  to  sixh  an  extent,  that  (unless  we  acknowledge  the  HO" 
mcBopathic  law  of  high  potencies),  the  whole  is  materially  weak^* 
ened,  and  in  its  more  extreme  limits,  where  the  connections  are 
weakest,  gradually  merges  into  the  innumerable  clans  of  empirics 
which  infest  our  land. 

We  say  again  that'our  rematks  are  altogether  getitrdl;  we  have 
not  in  our  mind^any  single  person,  institution  or  journal ;  but  the 
views  here  expressed  are  considered  applicable  to  every  inch  of 
•or  country,  from  east  to  west,  and  from  north  to  south. 

At  some  future  period  we  shall  refer  to  the  subject  of  importing 
and  re-publishing /oTtf^  books.  L. 
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LECTURE 

On  Hooping-Cough.  By  L.  M.  Lawson,  M.  D. — Treatment 

Continued. 

Treatment  oj  the  second  stage. — The  remedies  adapted  to 
the  second  or  nervous  stage  are  found  chiefly  among  the  ex- 
pectorants, sedatives,  and  antisptsmodics ;  to  which  may  be 
added  certain  real  or  supposed  specifics.  The  pathological 
conditions  to  be  overcome,  are,  the  remaining  mucous  irri- 
tation, and  nervous  excitement, — ^the  former  being  evinced  by 
(he  copious  and  glairy  mucous  secretion,  and  the  Tatter  by  the 
spasrnodic  cough. 

Expectorants- — Many  diflerent  expectorants  and  sedatives 
have  been  employed,  according  to  the  fancy  of  different  prac- 
titioners; it  is  obvious,  however,  that  we  cannot  rely  on  any 
single  article,  or  even  class,  but  the  agent  must  be  selected  ac- 
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oordnig  to  Ae  pecaliaiities  of  the  cue.  If  diere  be  much  ex- 
oitement  remamingp  the  nauBeaiiog  ud  even  aDtimonial  ez- 
pectorants  are  preferable,  but  should  debility  be  the  most 
marked  condition,  then  the  more  stimulating  articles  are  pre- 
ferable. An  occasional  emetic  produces  decidedly  benificial 
effects,  by  dislodging  and  promoting  the  secretions,  a^  wett 
as  allaying  nervous  irritation  ;  and  during  the  interval,  expec- 
torants compounded  of  ipecacuanha,  tartar^metic,  lobelia, 
eyuills,  etc.,  sfaocdd  be  emplaved.  In  a  case  ol  ntoderate  ex-^ 
citemeot,  I  know  of  no  combination  capable  of  doing  moc* 
good  than  the  following; 

9t»    Syr.  Ipecact  fisa. 

Tind.  LpbeUa, 

Vin.  Antim., 

Tinct.  BeUadoa.  aa  314* 

Syr.  Simp.,  Sij. 

M.  Dooa  a  tea^poooAil  for  a  child  five  or  mx  yean  dd, 
repeated  every  three  or  four  hours.  The  relative  proportion 
of  these  articfes  may  be  changed  to  suit  different  casess  and  if 
gastro-intestinal  irritation  exists,  it  will  be  proper  to  omit  the 
antimony  altogether. 

The  lobelia  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  agents  that  the 
practitioner  can  command.  It  not  only  acts  powerfully  as  an 
$9peeiaranif  but  it  also  possesses  valuable  antispasmodic 
virtues.  These  two  properties  combined  in  the  same  article, 
afford  a  combination  oelongiog,  in  an  equal  degree,  to  no  other 
agent  of  the  materia  medics,  and  the  practitioner  should  not 
fail  to  profit  by  its  use.  The  lobelia  is  more  active,  and 
therefore  more  eflkacious  in  obstinate  cases,  than  the  ipe» 
cacuanha,  while  it  does  not  irritate  the  bowels,  thus  giving  it 
the  preference  over  tartar  emetic ;  and  when  we  add  to  this  its 
decided  antispasmodic  property,  we  are  furnished  with  an  ex- 
pectorant altogether  unequalled  in  the  treatment  of  hooping- 
cough.  But  notwithstanding  this  superiority,  it  should  not  be 
given  alone ;  for  in  that  form  it  is  apt  to  produce  too  much 
nausea  and  muscular  prostration,  it  is  best  combined  with 
the  agents  already  named. 

Many  other  expectorants  have  been  employed,  the  chief 
being  the  squills,  polygala  senega,  ammoniacum ;  these  arti« 
des,  variously  combing,  become  useful  in  particular  cases,  es- 
pecially when  there  is  marked  debility ;  but  in  conseouence 
of  their  stimulating  properties,  their  use  is  interdictea  when 
much  excitement  is  present.    The  wann  bath,  as  advised  in 
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the  treatment  of  the  first  stage,  will  be  (onnd  quite  beneficii^ 
in  the  second  stage*  M.  Kache  expiresses  great  confidence 
i^n  warm  baths  during  the  nervous  period.  M.  Guersent  a4- 
vises  that  they  be  resorted  to  twice  a  day,  if  necessary,  of  mOr 
derate  temperature ;  and  M.  Blache  declares  that  he  has  seen 
children  remain  in  them  two  hours,  witt^  pleasure  and  witbr 
out  fatigue.  When  the  999gh  was  incessant  before  the  bath^ 
it  was  entirehr  arrested  during  immersion.  In  order  to  avoi^ 
congestion  oi  the  Jbrain,  he  ordered  the  face  and  forehead  to 
be  sponged  with  cold  water.  I  strongly  commend  warf9 
bathmg  to  your  favorable  coofiideration,  as  a  valuable  means 
of  lessen],!^  the  cough,  and  general  excitement,  and  therebv 
promoting  sleep. 

Narcotics  m^d  Stdatives* — A  v^ety  of  narcotics  and  se^- 
tives  have  been  employed  by  different  practitioners,  the  ipost 
important  hsing  the  belladonnai  hyoscyamus,  conium,  opiun^ 
stramonium,  camphor,  extr^  oi  nicot^ana,  a^d  hydrocyanic 
.acid ;  in  addition  to  which  may  be  mentioned  the  extract  of 
iactuca  virosa,  digitalis,  laurel  water,  etc. 

The  choice  between  these  will  depend  somewhat  on  circum- 
stances, but  some  are  assuredly  mo^e  generally  efficacious  than 
others.  The  preparations  ofopium,  as  a  gei^ral  rule,  do  not 
deserve  that  conndence  which  might  have  been  anticipated- 
It  is  true,  some  practitioners  have  used  opium  with  marked 
benefit.  De  Hean  gave  it  in  conQt|[^nation  with  camphor  ani} 
musk  ;  Hufeland  gave  the  pulv.  Doveri :  and  by  others  combipr 
ed  with  nitric  ether,  cinchona,  and  similar  preparations.  The 
watery  extract  was  ^ven  by  Willan,  and  Brera  employed  it  as 
an  external  application,  tiombard  recommends  the  syrup  <d 
while  poppy,  which  has  been  extensively  employed  through- 
out France.  Morphia  has  been  used  endermically,  the  cuticle 
having  been  removed  by  vesication.  Meyers'  method  was  to 
remove  the  cuticle  from  tbe  praecordial  region,  and  apply  half 
a  grain  of  morphia  mixed  with  starch,  night  and  morning. 
Dr.  Copland  thinks  that  the  elixir  paregoric,  combined  with 
an  alkali,  is  preferable  to  any  other  preparation  of  opiuqi. 
The  Dovers  powder,  however,  seems  entitled  to  the  highest 
confidence ;  the  addition  of  ipecacuanha  modifies  the  effects  of 
opium,  and  often  produces  oeneficial  effects.  A  portion  of 
Dover's  powder,  given  at  night,  will  often  produce  compan^- 
tivelv  tranquil  sleep.  When,  however,  there  is  a  tendency  to 
cerebral  disease,  opium  must  be  carefully  avoided ;  and  under 
all  circumstances,  narcotism,  so  easily  induced  in  some  chil- 
dren, must  be  carefully  guarded  against.    Indeed,  opium  may 
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be  regarded  as  a  hazardous  remedy  for  youn^  children,  and 
never  should  be  given  in  any  thing  approachine  full  doses. 
Conium  and  hyoscyamus  have  each  had  their  advocates,  uid 
doubtless  may  prove  servicable  in  certain  cases. 

But  of  all  the  narcotics  the  belladonna  has  enjoyed  the  high* 
est  reputation.  It  has  been  particularly  commended  by  the 
German  physicians  (who  employed  it  extensively  in  many 
other  affections ;)  and  we  are  not  permitted  to  doubt  that  when 
judiciously  employed,  it  is  capable  of  doing  much  to  miti^e 
the  severity  of  hooping-cough.  Hufeland  regards  it  as  a  specific^ 
given  about  the  fifteenth  or  eighteenth  day;  and  J.  Frank  >em«» 
plowed  it  advantageously  in  an  extensive  epidemic.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  strong  expression  on  this  subject  by  M.  Miguel  de  Nea- 
cbans:  ^' In  the  course  ofmany  epidemics  that  I  have  observed 
within  fifteen  years,  I  have  constantl v  relieved  the  cough,  in  the 
space  of  eight  days,  by  the  aid  of  belladonna ''  {Diet,  at  Med.) 
Ii  there  was  not  plethora,  that  physician  gave  it  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  disease ;  and  he  thinks  it  necessary  to  give  it  in  pro* 
Eessively  increasing  doses,  until  narcotism  begins  to  mani- 
st  itself;  then  it  is  diminished  until  each  dose  occasions 
only  a  slight  agitation  of  three  quarters  of  an  hour  to  an  hour 
in  ouration.  He  was  of  opinion  that  no  medicine  acted  more 
promptly  or  eflicaciously.  When  the  root  had  been  collected 
more  than  a  year,  two-thirds  of  a  grain,  repeated  three  timet 
a  day,  produced  no  remarkable  effect,  in  children  two  years 
old ;  but  the  eighth  of  a  grain  of  the  fre$h  root  produced  agita- 
tion in  a  very  sensible  manner  (Diet,  de  Med.)  Laennec 
also  aflSrms,  that  belladonna  contributes  materially  to  quiet 
the  cough,  and  abridge  the  duration  of  the  disease.  Dr.  Jack- 
son gives  similar  testimony ;  he  gave  it  to  the  extent  of  sensi- 
bly affecting  the  pupil,  and  the  same  opinion  has  been  ex- 
pressed by  uuersent  and  Blache.  According  to  these  authors, 
it  should  be  given  to  the  extent  of  producing  a  sensible  effect 
on  the  pupil.  M.  Trousseau  affirms  that  it  produced  insom- 
nia, and  he  advises  that  it  be  given  in  connection  with  opium. 
M.  Blache  remarks,  that  it  is  better  to  use  the  alcohonc  ex- 
tract, or  the  extract  prepared  with  the  juice  of  the  plant,  than 
the  powder  of  the  leaves  or  the  root.  The  dose,  he  observes, 
will  vary  according  to  the  preparation  eniployed,  and  the 
stage  of  the  disease,  from  the  eighth  to  hali  a  grain,  morning 
and  evening,  and  progressively  augmented;  but  he  has  never 
found  it  necessary  to  go  beyond  four  or  five  grains  in  twenty- 
four  hours. 

Kahieiss  (quoted  by  Condie)  employed  belladonna  in  com- 
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bination  with  Dover's  powder  and  sulphur,  in  the  following 
formula: 

Br.    Kad.  belladonns,  gr.  v. 

Pulv.  Ipecac,  comp.,       gr.  x. 
Sulph.  Prsecip.,  388. 

Sacch.  alb.y  Bij. — M. 

P.  ch.  No.  XX. 
One  to  be  given  every  three  hours  to  a  child  two  years  old. 
Between  each  dose,  he  gave  the  following  mixture  : 

|l.    Aquae  chamomilas,       Sss. 
Svrupi  simpl.  3ij* 

Acid,  hydrocyanic^      m.  xij. — M. 

Twelve  drops  to  be  given  between  each  dose  of  the  bella- 
donna. 

The  following  are  the  formulie  used  by  Trousseau  and  Pi- 
doux: 

^.    Pulv.  belladonnas, 

Ext.  opii  aq.  aa,  gr.  iv. 
Ext.  valerian.       3ss. — M. 

Ft.  pil.  No.  xvi.  Dose,  one  to  four  in  twenty-four  hours. 
Or,  in  the  form  of  sjrrup,  thus : 

It.    Ext.  belladonnas,  gr.  iv. 

Syr.  opii, 
Syr.  flor.  auraut.  aa,      8j*-*M. 

Dose,  one  to  eight  tea-spoonsfuls  in  twenty-four  hours. 

M.  Ouersent  remarks  that  the  sedative  from  which  he  hat 
derived  the  most  advantage,  is  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  hem- 
lock,  belladonna,  and  oxide  of  zinc,  commencing  with  a  quar- 
ter of  a  grain  of  each  article,  three  times  a  day,  and  augmen- 
ted until  some  sensible  effect  is  produced.  But  he  adds,  that 
this  sedative,  like  all  others,  possesses  the  inconvenience  of  di- 
minishing the  expectoration. 

Belladonna  has  been  employed,  also,  as  an  external  appli- 
cation, and  by  inhalation.  M.  Blache  has  used  it  in  the  rorm 
of  a  cataplasm,  prepared  by  making  a  strong  decoction  of  the 
leaves,  and  adding  linseed  meal,  so  as  to  torm  a  cataplasm, 
but  Without  much  success;  a  d  Dr.  Piper  has  made  frictions 
over  the  epigastric  region  with  ^  strong  pomade,  made  with 
the  extract.  M.  Fuster  has  derived  considerable  advantage 
from  the  inhalation  of  the  vapor  from  a  decoction  of  the  leaves 
of  belladonna.' 

M.  Debreyne  relies  mainly  on  the  belladonna,  and  he 
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OAvk^  its  8qcce88  d^nds  ou  observing  the  /fblloi^iqg  mles: 
The  dose  must  be  proportioned  according  to  the  number  of 
months  representing  the  child'^  s^,  an^d  tbe  quantity  to  be  taken 
in  twelve  days  (the  ordins^ry  time  of  treata^ent)  is  three-fourths 
of  a  grain  multiplied  by^the  number  of  months.  Thus,  an 
infant  of  six  mon^s  old  will  receive  41  grains  in  twelve  days, 
2^  years  old,  23  grains,  and  so  on.  For  c^iMcen  above  six, 
46^  grains  is  not  exceeded.  The 'medicine  should  be  repeat- 
ed tbee  times  a  diav.  Tbo^,  for  a  child  t^ee  years  old»  the 
prescription  would  be :  31  grains  of  the  poiivdered  root,  divi- 
ded in  twelve  powders,  of  which  one  is  to  be  subdivided  into 
twelve  parts,  and  one  given  daily,  in  th^ee  divided  do<:es. 
This  course  of  treatment  according  to  Dr.  Debreyne,  should 
iiot  be  cenunenoed  iMtil  all  inflammatory  symp^ma  have  sub- 
sided, say  at  the  tenth  or  fifteenth  day ;  in  other  words,  k  be- 
loBjn  to  the  tieatmeat  of  the  second  Hugt. 

We  cannot  doubt  from  the  testimony  oefore  us,  no  less  than 
every  day  experience,  that  beUadoana  is  a  highly  valuable 
a^ent  in  the  treatment  of  booping-cough,  although  many  phy- 
sicia  ns  have  not  derived  uniform  advantage  from  its  use.  Dr* 
Condie  remarks,  that  at  times  he  has  (bund  it  highly  uaiiaful, 
and  again  it  has  failed :  and  Dr.  P.  Thomson  sa^s  thj^t  it  prcv 
duced  its  poisonous  instead  of  medicinal  effects. 

But  such  results  may  be  anticipated  from  the  use  of  any 
remedy,  however  appropriate  it  may  be.  The  success  of  the 
belladonna  treatment  no  doubt  depends  on  giving  it  regularly 
and  with  as  much  freedom  as  the  system  will  bear ;  if  given 
in  too  small,  or  infreqneBt  portions,  the  result  will  eithir  be 
negative,  or  what  is  worse,  pernicious.  On  the  other  h^ndf 
there  is  tA  small  risk  in  giving  full  doses  of  narootici,  in  oei<- 
tain  cases,  for  besides  arresting  the  secretions  too  greatly,  it 
increases  tbetendancv  to  cerebral  disease.  It  will  be  seeBi 
theefore,  that  the  administration  of  belladonna  and  similar 
agents,  requires  caution  and  judgment,  and  that  their  indis- 
criminate use  will  occasionally  produce  pernicious  results. 

In  an  epidea  ic  at  Varaovie  ia  1781,  which  resisted  all  the 
60dinar^  remedies,  Schlesinger  employed  successfully  the  ex» 
tract  of  hemloek.    He  gave  it  in  the  following  form : 

«r,    Ant.  Tart.,  gr.  j. 

Aq.  distill.,  Jij. 

Ext.  Hemlocki  gr.  ij. 

Syr.,  Sss. 
A  spoonful  twice  a  di^. 
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possesses  powers  serviceaUe  iqsohm  casesroi  this  afiedsioii. 
The  hydrocyanic  acid,  as  a  sedative,  has  been  employed,  and 
its  ptopefties  leould  induce  the  expeotatien  c{  favorable  ve- 
salts ;  but  the  addvify  of  the  remedy,  and  the  great  difficulty 
of  proeuriB^  preparations  of  miifoffm  strength,  render  it  an 
unsafe  medicine  for  young  children ;  and  as  we  do  not  know 
that  il  produces  effects  which  cannot  be  secuied  hy  other 
agents,  we  are  justified  in  rejecting  it  altogether.  It  is  true 
many  distinguished  practitioners  nave  strongly  commended 
the  hydrocyanic  acid ;  some  believe  that  it  is  si^rior  to  all 
other  medicines,  beinff  capable  of  not  onl^  mitimting  the  di- 
sease, but  tikewise  of  ourtailiaff  its  duration.  Dr.  Atlee,  in 
die  American  Journal  of  Mmcai  Scimm,  1882,  details  a 
Mmber  of  cases^  in  wUcn  a  euve  was  effected  by  the  add  in 
from  four  to  fourteen  days.  The  following  is  Dr.  Allee'e 
hnmaiai 

■ 

9^    Syr.  simpK  8j. 

Acid.  Hydrocyanic,  gtlj.— M. 

^  ])Qie»  a  toaspoonful  momio^  and  eyeing ;  and  if  no  unea- 
finess,  dizziness  or  sicliness^  is  produced  witi)uii  forty-  eight 
hours,  the  dose  to  be  repeated,  tmree  times  a  day.    This  prs^ 

Slption  is  for  a  child  m%  months  old ;  one  drop  being  adftled 
each  year  of  the  child's  ege,  beypnd  Ofte  veai^  He  has  never 
repeated  the  does  inore  than  four  times  a  my^-^lCof^die^  JDir 
9€as€s  of  Childreny  ^.)  In  relation  to  this  urticle,  M.  Bkehe 
reviarks : 

<*  It  produises  the  most  marvelous  eflS^^s  in  hooping-cought 
if  we  can  credit  those  who  have  prsised  k,  and  particularly 
M.  Fontanels,  who  is  said  to  have  cured  inn  few  days  four 
phildren  in  the  same  family.  M*  Guersent  has  ciftea  luidwa 
it  fail.** 

Dr.  Lombard  has  employed  the  hydrocyanuret  of  potass 
in  doses  of  half  a  grain  to  a  grain  in  twenty-four  hours,  and 
be  alleges  with  decided  advantage.  It  is  evident,  however» 
that  the  active  preparations  of  the  hydrocyanic  acid  are  oftte 
dangerous,  unless  used  with  ^reat  caution.  Some  prefer  the 
laurel  water,  as  more  convenient,  safe,  and  manageable  than 
hydrocyanic  acid.    In  the  hands  of  M.  Caron  du  V illards,  it 

Soved  quite  useful ;  he  gave  it  in  doses  of  six  drops  for  chili- 
en,  and  3ss  for  adults.  Drs.  Krimer  end  Broiferio  highly  com<- 
mended  the  inhalation  of  laurel  water,  in  the  profiortion  of 
f^  drachm  for  each  fumigation. 
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I  ^  Antispamodieg. — This  class  of  agents  has  been  extensively 
employed  in  the  spasmodic  stage  of  hooping-cough;  and 
when  the  disease  is  one  of  simple  nervous  excitement,  free  of 
inflanrunatory  action,  they  are  calculated  to  do  much  good. 
The  articles  principally  employed  are  the  assafoetida,  musk, 
valerian,  etc.  The  assafoetida  has  been  much  praised  by 
many  physicians  in  the  form  of  lavements  and  bv  the  mouth« 
Great  difficulty,  however,  has  been  experienced  in  adminis- 
tering it  to  children,  on  account  of  its  disagreeable  taste  and 
odor;  it  has  been  affirmed,  by  Dr  Kopp,  that  patients  will 
take  it  with  pleasure  when  administered  with  equal  quantities 
of  mucilage  and  simple  syrup.  This  statement  is  not  in  ac- 
cordanoe  with  my  own  experience.  It  may  be  advantaffeously 
combined  with  some  of  tne  narcotics — the  tincture  of  bella. 
donna  and  lac  asafcetida,  with  syrup,  make  an  excellent 
mixture. 

On  account  of  the  difficulty  of  administering  this  article  by 
the  mouth,  it  has  been  employed  (and  with  advantage),  by 
enema.  The  lae  (issafiBtida  may  be  employed  in  this  mode, 
and  often  with  marked  advantage. 

The  musk,  however,  possesses  superior  virtues  as  an  anti- 
spasmodic in  this  stage  of  the  disease.  In  patients  of  a  ner« 
vous  temperament  it  will  be  found  to  do  much  good  in  miti- 
Mting  the  spasmodic  cough.  It  has  been  highly  extolled  by 
Home,  Stolf,  Hufeland,  J.  Frank,  with  many  others;  and  in  our 
own  country.  Dr.  Dewees  has  used  it  beneficially,  and  also, 
the  artificial  musk,  as  a  substitute.  More  recently  the  musk 
has  been  highly  praised  by  Sir  O.  Lefevre,  who  remarks, 
that  after  all  excitement  ceased  (say  after  the  third  week),  it 
seemed  to  act  as  a  specific  in  arresting  the  nervous  cough. 

Topical  Applications. — Rubefacients,  vesicants,  pustulants, 
and  dry  cupping  have  been  employed  in  hooping-cough. 
As  a  general  remark,  these  external  applications  are  not  veiy 
important  in  the  simple  forms  of  the  disease ;  but  when  in- 
flammatory  complications  occur,  and  in  chronic  cases,  they 
become  not  only  useful,  but  often  indispensable.  Diy  cup- 
ping is  highly  extolled  by  some  practitioners,  and  it  ofiers,  m 
some  examples,  a  valuable  means  of  counter-excitement.  Pus- 
tulation,  however,  is  more  permanent  and  efficient  in  its  ac- 
tion, and  is  especially  deservi  ng  of  consideration.  Autenreith 
lone  ago  recommended  this  mode  of  counter-imitation, 
with  tartar-emetic  ointment  applied  over  the  epigastric  region. 
He  directs  that  it  be  applied  until  small  ulcers  appear;  and  he 
affirms  that  more  pustulation  is  not  sufficient.    The  duration 
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of  the  disease  under  (his  treatment,  according  to  M.  Auten- 
reithi  was  only  twelve  days.  If  the  ulcers  become  painful, 
he  directed  a  decoction  of  the  leaves  of  hemlock.  It  is  afSrmed 
that  M.  Autenreith  found  this  application  infallible  in  two  epi« 
demies,  no  internal  remedy  being  employed ;  and  it  is  declared 
that  the  duration  of  the  disease  was  reduced  to  as  many  days 
as  it  had  previously  occupied  weeks.  The  ointment  contained 
half  a  drachm  of  tartar  emetic  to  an  ounce  of  lard.  In  an  epi- 
demic of  hooping-cOugh  and  measles,  in  1830,  M.  Loruth 
employed  the  tartar  emetic  ointment  with  the  greatest  advan- 
tue. 

It  was  applied  at  the  base  of  the  thorax,  sufficient  to  produce 
a  strong  eruption  of  pustules.  He  employed  this  agent  in 
86  cases,  the  youngest  being  less  than  a  year,  and  the  oldest 
four  years  of  age.  Of  the  38  cases,  4  died  of  ^rave  complica- 
tions, and  86  recovered  by  means  of  the  frictions,  with  eme- 
tics and  simple  adjuvants.  The  duration  of  the  treatment  was 
twelve  days,  the  pomade  havinj;  been  discontinued,  and  the 
disease  considered  cured,  when  it  changed  to  a  simple  catarr- 
hal cough.  For  very  young  infants,  he  employed  a  drachm 
or  a  drachm  and  a  hair  of  tartar  emetic  to  the  ounce  of  lard; 
past  the  age  of  six,  the  proportion  of  the  salt  was  from  two  to 
two  and  a  half  drachms.  Of  this  ointment  half  an  ounce  was 
consumed  in  four  or  five  days,  applying  it  three  times  in  twen- 
^•four  hours.  Corsin  derived  great  benefit  from  the  external 
application  of  tartar  emetic;  but  he  preferred  the  form  of  plas- 
ter, thus: 

9r.    Empl.  conii,  2  pts. 

Empl.  picis  abietins,    1  pt. 
Dyacalon,  1  pt. 

Spread  on  leather  and  ^rinkle  the  surface  with  from  6  to 
12  grains  of  the  tartar  emetic. 

The  plaster  is  to  be  worn  on  the  epigastrium  or  between 
the  shoulders,  as  long  as  the  patient  can  bear  it  ( Condie).  Mac- 
intosh and  Dewees  also  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  ex- 
ternal use  of  the  tartar  emetic.  The  latter  thinks  he  derived 
more  benefit  from  it  than  any  other  cutaneous  arolication;  he 
combined  with  the  ointment  fifteen  drops  of  the  oil  of  lavender 
or  essence  of  lemon,  and  applied  it  between  the  shoulders. 

We  are  admonished,  however,  by  the  more  extended  expe- 
rience of  the  profession,  that  these  happy  results  are  not  always 
to  be  attained  by  the  use  of  this  remedy.  A  majority  of  tne 
German,  French,  English  and  American  physicians  have 
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fbuBd  ttiat  it  not  only  often  fiuls  to  cotitrol  the  diseua,  boft 
by  its  excessive  irritation  frequently  produces  serious  conse* 
quences*  Dr.  Condie  remark^  that  he  bae  been  unable  to  pei^ 
nstin  its  use,  in  consequence  of  tbe  severe  pain  and  deep  ulce* 
lation  produced.  And  others  have  met  witn  the  most  serioui 
consequences,  and  even  death,folIowittgtbeappKcatio&  of  taftir 
emetic.  A  case  occored  to  M.  Ouersent,  in  a  child  sit  yeaiv 
old,  in  which  extensive  mloertftton  and  supporatton  followei 
the  am>licatie«i  tyf  the  ointment;  the  costal  cartilages  became 
denuded  and  detached,  and  the  patient  finally  died. 

Finally,  we  are  not  permitted  to  doubt  that  the  decided  comw 
ter-irritation  produced  by  tartar  emetic  is  capable  of  reli«vibj{ 
the  internal  excitement  existing  in  booping'^oo^,  and  that  it 
mat  materially  shorten  its  duration ;  but  ttie  excessm  inritatieia 
and  ulceration  liable  to  occur,  evea  to  a  fiital  extent,  adhnonisk 
us  to  use  it  with  great  caution.    My  own  enwrience  ladMea 
me  to  give  a  decid^  preference  to  the  croton  oil  as  a  pustiila&t  ia 
this  disease.    It  is  far  more  mild  and  manageable  than  tattar 
emetic,  and  equally  efficacious.     In  many  cases,  however^ 
the  milder  rubefacients,  such  as  were  mentioned  while  treating 
of  iM'onchitis,  will  prove  sufficiently  active,  while  they  do  not 
cause  any  ill  consequences.    Dr.  Robert  Little,  of  BelflMl^ 
recommended  the  use  of  tnrpetitine  as  a  rnbefedettt  { and  M^ 
Blache  affirms  that  he  derived  consicterable  advantijge  from  i^ 
He  impregnated  a  piece  of  flannel  with  the  turpentine,  whick 
was  applied  to  the  chest  for  twenty-four  hours.    It  sometimes 
produced  merely  rubefaction,  but  at  other  times  a  secies  of 
ntnts  pUyetenodes.    He  th  ought  it  diminiriied  the  intensity 
of  tne  cough  and  the  frequency  of  the  pulse.  ^  The  unpleasant 
odor  exhaled  by  the  turpentine  is  a  strong  objection  to  its  em- 
ployment ;  but  that  inconvenience  may  be  removed  by  cover- 
ing the  part  with  oiled  silk.    The  Burgundy  pitch  plaster  has, 
also,  been  advantageously  used ;  it  may  be  applied  between 
the  shoulders,  or  on  the  front  of  the  throat.   Many  physicittia 
prefer  blisters.    I  am  of  opinion,  however,  fhat  tney  are  bet- 
ter adapted  to  those  cases  in  which  secondary  inflammations  oc> 
cur,  especially  pneumonia,  than  in  the  uncomplicated  disease. 
They  are  too  transient  for  sinoiple  cases,  and  if  frequently  re- 
peated, become  too  irritating  for  children.    Infants  are  highly 
sensitive  to  the  effects  of  blisters,  and  ttiey  should  be  osM 
with  care  and  discrimination. 

[fO  Bl  OOitUlUSD.j 


March  on  Disloeaiion  of  the  Astragalus.  143 

Backward  Disloeaiion  of  the  Astta^alus^  By  kvb^fi 
March/M.  D.,  Professor  of  Sui-gerym  the  Albany  MedU 
cal  Oolfiege>  N.  Y. 

Isaac  Quackenbush,  of  Herkimer,  N.  T.,  aged  about  forty 
years,  on  the  24th  of  January,  1863,  while  engaged  in  remov- 
ing snow  from  the  roof  of  his  house,  and  elevated  upon  a 
ladder  about  ten  feet  whose  base  rested  on  the  head  of  a  nogs* 
head,  was  suddenly  precipitated  to  the  ground ;  and  in  his 
descent  it  was  supposed  his  left  foot  struck  with  great  force 
on  the  edge  of  the  stoop,  or  step  about  eighteen  inches  from 
theground. 

The  first  impression  after  the  fall  that  Mr.  Q.  experienced, 
was  that  he  had  broken  his  leg. 

The  fore  part  (tf  the  leg  pointed  a  little  downwards,  haviujg 
ah  unnatural  fullness  of  the  space  below  the  internal  malleolar 
process,  and  not  only  a  fullness,  but  even  a  projection  between 
the  ttndo  aehilles  and  the  back  part  of  the  tibia,  so  much  so, 
as  to  oause  the  tendon  to  be  prominent  and  tense.  The  knee 
joint  was  sub-flexed,  and  the  patient  experienced  more  Or  less 
of  a  numb  pain  in  the  afTected  part,  ana  nmning  up  the  limb ; 
and  at  times  he  complained  of  a  burning  heat  m  the  bottom 
of  the  foot,  and  at  otner  times  as  though  it  were  in  a  freezing 
mixture  ;  and  for  most  of  two  days  it  gave  him  great  pain  to 
extend  the  limb.  The  great  toe  was  partially  flexed,  though 
susceptible  of  being  extended  by  the  hand  without  giving 
much  pain. 

This  symptom,  and  that  of  the  limb  beinff  more  free  fVom 
pain  and  more  comfortable,  when  partially  flexed,  can  be  ex- 
plained, when  we  consider  that  the  tendon  of  the  flexor  Ion- 
gus  volids  pedis,  was  carried  out  of  its  natural  course  upon 
the  backwara  projecting  astragalus,  like  a  fiddle  string  eleva- 
ted upon  the  ondge ;  and  that  the  displaced  bone  acted  in 
somewhat  the  same  manner  on  the  tendo  aehilles,  when  the 
limb  was  extended  at  the  knee  joint. 

Dr.  Doolittle,  of  Herkimer,  IT.  T.,  a  very  intelligent  phy- 
sician, and  of  a  g^eat  deal  of  experience,  being  the  son  of  an 
agedjphysiciah  of  extensive  practice,  saw  the  patient  twenty 
or  thirty  minutes  after  the  occurrence  of  the  accident,  wheii 
the  character  of  it  was  readily  detected,  and  an  attempt  made 
to  reduce  it.  But  he  soon  discovered,  by  its  position,  and  im- 
yieldinff  character,  that  all  his  eflforts,  and  with  all  the  means 
within  his  reach,  would  be  unavailing.         [  ^      ' 

iThe  patient,  accompanied  by  a  young  physician,  was  placed 
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in  a  railroad  car,  and  brought  to  Albany,  on  the  evening 
of  the  accident  with  a  view  to  procure  my  aid  in  reducing  the 
dislocation.  I  left  town  the  early  part  of  the  same  evening 
before  the  arrival  of  the  patient,  to  oe  absent  for  a  few  days. 

The  services  of  mv  colleagues,  Doctors  James  H.  Armst^ 
and  James  McNaughton,  gentlemen  in  every  respect  compe* 
tent  by  their  anatomical  knowledge  and  their  experience  and 
skill  in  the  practice  of  surgery,  were  solicited;  and  with  all 
the  exertion  in  their  power,  both  manual  and  mechanical, 
and  continued  for  a  long  time,  failed  to  effect  a  reduction. 

The  patient  returned  to  Herkimer  where  he  was  again 

f placed  under  the  care  of  Doctor  Doolittle,  who  leeched  the 
imb  and  put  him  on  a  thorough  antiphlogistic  course  of  treat- 
ment, which  very  much  reduced  the  tumefaction  and  inflam- 
mation in  the  course  of  ei^ht  or  ten  days. 

The  State  Medical  Society  commenced  its  annual  session 
in  this  city  on  Tuesday  the  first  inst.,  at  which  were  assem* 
bled  something  like  thirty  five  or  forty  of  the  most  respectable 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the  State. 

IK  was  deemed  quite  advisable  that  the  patient  should  have 
the  benefit  of  the  skill  and  wisdom  of  such  an  assemblage  of 
medical  men.  Accordingly  he  was  requested  to  visit  Albany 
again,  and  although  he  did  not  arrive  until  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Society,  consequently  the  case  was  not  examined 
by  its  members,  yet  I  had  an  opportunity  to  examine  it  most 
thoroughly  on  the  evening  of  Thursday,  ten  days  after  the 
accident. 

At  this  time,  as  I  have  alreadjr  remarked,  the  inflammation 
and  tumefaction  had  nearlv  subsided ;  and  on  examination  I 
found  the  foot  admitted  of  a  moderate  des^ree  of  flexion  and 
extension,  which  was  evidently  between  the  os  calcic  and  the 
astragalus,  instead  of  between  the  tibia  and  astragalus. 

The  limb  did  not  appear  to  be  much  deformed ;  and  my 
deliberate  conviction  was,  that  it  would  not  be  worth  while  to 
make  any  further  attempt  to  reduce  the  displaced  bone — and 
my  prognosis,  that  the  limb  ultimately  would  become  quite 
useiul. 

Thus  much  for  a  brief  histoiy  of  the  case  of  Quackenbush. 
And  now  I  propose  to  institute  an  examination  as  to  the  fre- 
quency of  any  variety  of  dislocation  of  the  astragalus,  espe- 
cially  the  backward  dislocation,  the  amount  of  success  in  its 
treatment,  and  some  of  the  obstacles  opposed  to  its  reduction. 

I  have  been  in  general  practice  for  over  thirty-two  years  ; 
and  for  more  than  two  thirds  of  that  time^  have  occupied  a 
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favorable  poution  ia  the  midst  of  a  dense  population,  and 
have  done  a  pretty  lai^e  surgioal  business ;  ana  yet  I  have 
never  seen  but  one  case  before  of  disloeation  of  the  aetragaluiy 
which  occurred  some  years  ago  io  Prof.  Marthar,  of  Fairfieldi 
Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  who  leaped  from  a  wa^n  while  the 
horse  was  at  full  speed,  and  alignting  upon  hb  reet,  producing 
^forward  and  fnUwrnl  dislocation  of  toe  astragalus. 

The  accident  happened  at  the  north,  eighteen  or  twenty 
miles  from  Albany.  A  irfiysician  near  at  hand  made  an  at- 
tempt  to  reduce  it ;  but  i  presume  failed  for  the  want  of  pro* 
per  assistance. 

The  patient  was  broittht  to  Albany ;  and  by  the  efficient 
aid  of  Doctors  McNaumton,  Armsby,  Emmons,  and  Hw^ 
after  great  efforts  and  long  continued  exertion  by  manaal 
means  and  mechanical  power,  we  succeeded  in  effecting  a  re- 
duction, which  resulted  in  a  perfect  cure. 

From  references  and  extracts  taken  from  my  own  sorgieal 
library,  it  will  be  perceived  that  (fialocation  of  the  astragalus^ 
in  any  direction  is  not  often  met  with ;  but  that  a  backward 
displacement  is  extremely  rare ;  and  that  there  is  no  evidence 
of  out  a  single  case  of  the  kind  having  ever  been  reduced. 

All  the  cases  of  backward  dislocation  I  can  collect,  amount 
to  five,  besides  the  one  I  herewith  report ;  (if  we  exclude  the 
six  cases  collected  and  reported  by  Mr.  Turner,  which  makaa 
it  evident,  that  in  his  list  some  of  the  following  must  be  in. 
eluded):  viz :  iwo  by  Benj.  Phillipe,  one  by  Liston,  one  by 
Ferguson,  and  one  by  Mr..  Bichara  Carmicbael  of  Dublin. 
.  In  Druitt's  Surgery,  at  page  88Ji  will  be  found  the  foUoiw* 
ing  remark :  <<  This  displacement  (of  the  astragalus)  if  only 
partial  will  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  rectify ;  and,  if  ootm* 
plete,  it  will  most  likely  oe  impossible.'' 

Prof.  Gibson  in  his  system  or  surgery  does  not  even  speak 
of  any  dislocation  of  the  astragalus,  hence  I  infer  it  had  not 
fallen  under  his  observation  at  the  time  of  the  publication  of 
his  last  edition  of  his  work. 

Dupuytrean,  on  ^<  Dislocations  and  Injuries  of  the  Bones^'^ 
at  page  316,  under  the  head  of  <*  Dislocation  of  the  Astn^ 
Ins  "  speaks  of  having  seen  ten  or  twelve  cases  of  this  lesion: 
and  then  proceeds  to  narrate  four  or  fire  cases,  of  forward  and 
outward  dislocation,  but  says  nothing  about  a  backward  luxa- 
tion. 

^  Abemethy,  in  his  Sar||ical  Lectures,  noticee  a  case  of  antot^ 
rior  and  outward  dislocation  of  the  astragalus,  while  he  dooi 
not  even  mention  a  backward  dlstoratiwi, 
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Liston,  in  his  **  Elements  of  Surgery/'  at  page  608  says, 
^  I  have  seen  but  one  instance  of  displacement  of  this  bone, 
(astragalus,)  backwards,  and  most  prooably  another  will  never 
occur  to  me."  He*  adds,  ^^  all  attempts  to  reduce  the  bone 
proved  fruitless :  violent  inflammatory  action  followed ;  bul 
was  reduced  by  active  measures;  and  the  limb  ultimately  be- 
came very  useful ;  in  fact,  though  not  till  after  many  months, 
little  lameness  or  shortening  was  perceptible.'' 

Miller,  in  his  ^*  Principles  of  Surgery,"  a  recent  work, 
omits  in  the  text  altogether  to  speak  of  any  kind  of  disloca- 
tion of  the  astragalus. 

Pirrie,  in  his  System  of  Surgery,  also  another  modem 
work,  makes  no  mention  of  any  kind  of  luxation  of  the  astra- 
galus. 

Ferguson,  in  his  "  Practical  Surgery,"  says  **  the  bone  (as- 
tragalus,) is  almost  invariably  thrown  forwards  in  front  of  the 
external  malleolus ;  and  from  the  manner  in  which  the  bone  is 
protected  by  the  mallioli,  it  is  barely  possible  that  the  dis- 
placement outward  or  inwards  can  occur ;  and  it  is  very  unu- 
sual to  see  it  backwards,"  and  on  referring  to  two  backward 
dislocations  reported  by  Benj.  Phillips,  he  adds,  *'  I  have  my- 
self met  with  one  instance."  He  does  not  say  he  reduced 
the  di^laced  bone ;  but  remarks,  **  dislocations  of  the  astra* 

Elus,  m  any  direction,  and  under  any  circumstances,  must 
looked  upon  as  a  ver}r  serious  injury." 

Sir  Charles  Bell,  in  his  <^  Institutes  of  Surgery,"  under  the 
head  of  ^*  Dislocation  of  the  Ankles,"  remarks,  ^*  In  com- 
pound dislocations  inwards,  the  astragalus  is  sometimes  dis» 
placed,  and  so  projecting  as  to  require  to  be  taken  away  alto- 
gether." This  is  all  he  says  on  the  subject  of  dislocation  of 
the  astragalus. 

Samuel  Cooper,  in  his  **  First  lines  of  the  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Surgery,"  speaks  of  a  dislocation  of  the  astraga* 
lus  forwards  from  Uie  os  naviculare  and  os  calcis,  so  as  to 
form  a  considerable  projection  on  the  instep.  He  says  he  has 
seen  three  examples,  and  remarks  that  it  is  not  a  very  com- 
mon accident*  He  refers  to  one  of  the  cases  of  a  backward 
didocation  of  the  astragalus  reported  by  Mr.  Phillips,  and 
adds  another  reported  by  Mr.  Richard  Carmichael  of  Dublin. 

In  a  perfect  gem  of  a  work  on  '<  Fractures  and  Disloca- 
tions," oy  Robt.  W.  Smith, published  in  Dublin,  1860,  under 
the  head  of  '«  Dislocation  of  the  Bones  of  the  Foot,"  I  find 
the  following  remark ;  and  the  only  one  which  has  any  refe- 
rence to  the  subject  under  eo&sidenlioni     <^  The  double  luxe- 
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tion  of  the  aatragalus  from  the  bones  of  the  leg  upon  the  oot 
part,  and  from  the  os  caleis  and  os  navieulare  upon  the  other, 
18  an  injury  of  comparaiively  frequent  occurrence."  The 
author  adds,  **  Dr.  McDonnell  has  recorded  in  the  foui^ 
<v)Olume  of  the  Dublin  Medical  Journal,  an  example  of  simple 
4iid  complete  relaxation  of  the  astragalus  from  the  os  caleis 
«Ad  OS  navieulare,  without  disturbance  of  the  lutions  be- 
tween the  tibia  fibula  and  astragalus.*' 
.  It  is  evident  the  astragalus,  in  the  abovie  case,  was  carried 
away,  and  with  it  the  tibia  and  fibula ;  but  in  what  direction, 
whether  backwards,  inwards,  or  outwards  we  are  not  ia* 
formed. 

. .  Surgeon  Smith  seems  to  be  the  only  man  who  thinks  dis- 
location of  the  astragalus  of  **  eomparativeljf  frequent  occur* 
rence.**  On  the  contrary,  other  authors,  and  experienced  sur- 
geons think  it  a  rare  accident. 

Chelius  in  bis  **  System  of  Surgenr"  recogmzes  four  kinds 
pf  dislocations  of  the  astragalus,  forwards^  inwards^  out- 
wardsj  and  twisted  on  its  own  axisy  so  that  its  under  surface 
is  turned  upwards.  He  does  not  speak  of  a  backward  dislo- 
Qati<Hi,  nor  does  his  annotator,  Mr.  South ;  but  in  speaking 
of  the  difficulty  of  reducing  the  dislocation,  he  says :  *^  The 
possibility  of  reducing  dislocations  of  the  astragalus,  even  by 
treatment  accompanied  with  the  greatest  care  and  force,  as 
observed  by  Boyer,  Astley  Cooper^  DupugtreUf  myself  and 
others,  depends  on  the  firm  locking  of  tne  neck  of  the  astra- 
galus between  the  other  bones. 

Sir  Astley  Cooper,  on  *<  Dislocations  and  Fractures,"  under 
the  head  of  simple  dislocations  of  the  astragalus  backwards, 

?'ves,  in  detail  the  two  cases  reported  by  Mr.  Benjamin 
hiilips. 

Mr.  Phillips  says^  <^  I  have  been  within  the  last  three  years 
twice  consulted  about  an  accident  which  is  at  present  scarce* 
ly  known ;  a  eompUte  dislocation  backwards  of  the  astro- 
galus^  without  any  other  change  in  the  relative  position  of 
the  other  bones,  or  external  injury  to  the  integuments."  In 
^16  first  case  related  by  Mr.  PhiUips,  the  patient  leaped  from 
a  carriaffe  while  the  horse  was  under  full  Headway,  and  with* 
out  any  lines  to  euide  or  oontrol  him,'  ^<and  alighted  upon  his 
lEset ;  but  immediately  fell  forward  to  the  ground. 
.  He  next  describes  the  symptoms  of  the  accident ;  the  means 
amployed,  and  the  unsuocessnil  efforts  al  reduction. 
;  Mr.  Phillips  saysy  "a  new  articulation. .was  formed  be* 
tlweea  the  bones  of  the  leg  and  the  oa  ealda^  littjle  incoove* 
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sience  was  occasioned  hy  the  astragalm,  and  when  I  laat 
heard  of  him,  the  pttient  walked  nearljr  upright/' 

In  the  gecond  case,  the  displacing  force  seemed  to  be  ap» 
^ied  in  a  similar  manner.  ^  It  occurred  to  a  young  man  m 
pimng  cricket;  while  fieldine  and  ranming  verj  fist  after  the 
Dan,  a  gutter  which  was  in  iiis  course,  was  not  observed. 
The  toes  rested  upon  the  further  side  of  the  gutter,  while  tlift 
heel  was  jammed  directly  into  it,  and  he  fell/irisard. 
•  Previous  to  Mr.  Phillips  having  seen  the  patient  an  attempt 
had  been  mads  to  reduce  the  dislocation  the  evening  befbra. 
Mr.  P.  did  not  attempt  to  repest  the  operation ;  but  trsated 
the  case  antiphlogistically,  **  The  accident  occurred  in  An* 
gust,  and  in  Ifovember  be  was  able,  with  the  aid  of  a  stick, 
to  walk  a  short  distance ;  and  on  the  first  of  January,  scaroa- 
iy  any  lameness  remained/^ 

Upon  the  improbability  of  reducing  such  a  dislocation,  tiM 
smthor  remariu^  **  Thar  a  reduction  of  this  bone,  when  it  haa 
oompietely  escaped  baektcardf  can  rarely,  if  ever  be  efected, 
appears  to  be  certain." 

In  No.  VII  of  Braithwaite's  Retrospect  from  January  to 
July,  1848, 1  find  an  abstract  from  Thos.  Turner's  paper  on 
^Dislocation  of  the  Astragalus,''  in  which  there  is  given  a 
classification  of  the  varieties,  and  in  which  there  is  found  tho 
following  remark :  ^  In  dislocations  backwards,  the  sequel  of 
olUwiny  tAs  boru  ia  remain  in  it$  new  eiiuoHonj  has  bo- 
come  most  satisfactory;  but  not  so  in  dislocations  in  the 
other  directions." 

In  the  same  work,  page  84,  we  find  the  foHowtng  remarks 
on  the  subject  of  backward  dislocations :  **  We  have  seen,  la 
die  detail  of  cases,  that  in  all  the  dislocations  ba<dtwards,  (one 
excepted,)  the  cases  were  left  to  nature,  and  did  well ;  the 
eoncnisioii,  therefore,  at  which  we  may  safely  arrive  is,  thai 
in  this  kind  of  luxation  we  are  not  to  interfere,  except  by  mdu 
iog  reasonable  eflbrts  at  reduction,  for  the  ease  ought  not  to 
be  abandoned  without  hope,  as  Mr.  Liston  succeeded  on  om 
occasion  in  reducing  the  bone." 

in  Johnson's  Medieo-Chiragical  Review,  Vol.  l»*184i; 
iathe  Review  of  Mr.  Thos.  Turner's  paper,  on  the  subject 
of  Dialocatioa's  of  the  Astragalus,  we  find  46  cases  of  the  aoN 
cident,  classified  into  jHittial  mul  cemplsle,  timpU  and  emn- 
fomndj  and  also  as  lo  direction.  Aecordic^  to  the  latter  das* 
sification,  11  were  forwards :  4  forwards  and  inwards;  W 
forwards  and  ootwarda ;  1  upwards  and  outwards ;  6  inwards: 
t^oalwarda;f6  baekwarda;  tad  1  outwaids,  downwasd%  at»' 
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kftekwardt.  I  thiak  tliere  i$  rather  a  remarkabia  coi&eideBCft. 
in  the  fact,  tliat  the  number  of  inwards,  oatwards,  and  baok^ 
#Brd:i,  should  he  precisely  the  same  in  each  viariety. 

Under  the  head  of  '^  the  practice  of  allowing  the  astragalus 
to  remain  in  its  new  situation,"  the  reviewer  remarks :  ^*  Ia< 
almost  all  the  cases  n&nrated  in  which  the  bon&  was  dIslooa«»' 
ted baekwardsf  the  cases  were  left  to  nature  and  did  well;  a 
tery  useful  foot  beinja;  the  result. 

It  would  appear,  from  the  manner  in  which  the  accident, 
ODCurred  in  tne  two  cases  reported  by  Mr.  Phillips,  and  in. 
the  ca^  herewith  presented,  that  the  disturbing  or  oislocating 
faroe  was  nearly  the  same ;  or  at  least  in  the  aame  direction.  * 

The  articutating  surface  of  the  tibia  forcibly  Impineed  upoa> 
tile  anterior  part  of  the  tibial  articulatory  surface  of  the  astra- 
galus, while  the  foot  was  forcibly  flexed,  which  naturally 
daused  the  astragalus  to  be  duiven  backwards,  upon  the  upper 
surface  of  the  os  calcis.  In  short,  by  the.force  of  the  tibia  and 
Um  resistanoe  of  the  os  ealcis,  the  effect  upon  the  astragalus 
•aamed  to  be  veiy  much  like  that  of  a  wed^e  when  attempted 
to  be  driven  into  Bdfinse^  tough,  and  unyielding  log,  wmch 
ibt  unfreqnently  results  in  an  expulsion  of  the  wedge,  almosti 
like  a  missite  pcopelled  from  a  cannon's  mouth.  Indeed,  the 
aatraflttlus  majr  be  compared  to  a  wedge  ;  for  it  is  well  knowf 
tkat  tne  posterior  half  is  much  thicker  and  more  bulky  thaa^ 
the  anterior  portion.  If  it  be  viewed  iu  this  li^ht,  and  eape* 
cially  when  we  take  into  account  the  strong  ligaments  tnat 
aatend  from  the  maHioli  to  the  os  oaleis,  I  think  we  need  ool 
be  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  unsuccessful  efforts  to  reduce  a 
hkckward  dislocation  of  the  astragalus. 
'  In  conclusion,  I  think  a  backward  dislocation  of  the  astra*. 
aalus  extiemely  rare,  and  reduction  much  more  so ;  as  that 
from  the  number  of  cases  adduced,  and  from  the  variety  and. 
weight  of  authority  cited,  I  was  justified  in  refusing  to  make 
ia^  liirtber  attempt  to  seduce  the  dislocation  in  the  case  ot 
Mr.  Quaekenbosh. 

Alteny,  February,  1853. 


Liquor  Aamonia  Aeetatie.     Bt  Johh  T.  Plumicxb,  M. 

D.,  of  Richmond,  la. 

The  following  remarks  may  be  of  service,  as  items  in  the 

S^neral  stock  orexperience.     They  have  been  induced  by  the 
versity  of  results,  reported  by  di&rent  authors.     Introduced* 
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more  than  a  hundred  jeare  ago,  its  medicinal  probities  do  noi 

St  appear  to  be  dennitely  settled,  especially  with  reeard  to 
action  on  the  uterine  functions ;  and  the  doses  to  oe  ad* 
ministered.  Cloquet  of  Paris,  Mazujrer  of  Strasburg,  and 
Patin  of  France,  report  favorably  of  its  use  in  dysmenorrboea. 
The  last  named  physician  appears  to  have  given  40  to  70  drops 
three  or  four  times  a  day ;  and  by  these  doses  giddiness  was 
produced..  Christison  (Dispensatory)  says  "  the  dose  should 
oe  half  an  ounce  for  an  adult  every  two  or  three  hours ;''  and 
makes  no  reference  to  its  pathogenetic  effects;  but  adds, 
*<many  physicians  err  in  prescribing  it  in  small  doses.''  Pa- 
tin  advises  against  the  incautious  use  of  it,  as  it  diminishes 
the  quantity  of  the  menstrual  discharge.  <<  In  large  doses,'' 
says  Christison,  **  it  probably  possesses  the  narcotic4rritant 
properties  of  other  neutral  ammoniacal  salts."    In  cases  of 

Srotuse  catamenia  and  uterine  hemorrhages,  Patin  obtained 
^e  most  remarkable  results. 

For  twenty  years,  I  have  employed  this  remedy  with  fre- 
quent success  in  nmenorrhaa,  instead  of  *^  profuse  cataem- 
ma;"  and  in  dysmenorrhcea.  I  have  prepared  it  eztempo« 
mneously,  with  strongest  cider  vinegar ;  and  with  acetic  acid 
of  sp.  jgr.  1011.  The  first,  I  have  generally  used  inamenor- 
rfaoea,  m  half  ounce  doses  every  two  hours,  at  the  commence* 
ihent  of  the  menstrual  efforts,  indicated  by  headache,  painsi 
in  the  loins,  &c.;  and  in  dysmenorrhoea,  in  like  manner. 
The  preparation  with  acetic  acid,  I  have  used  in  the  same 
affections,  at  intervals  of  2  to  4  hours.  From  the  use  of  the 
vinegar  combination,  I  have  never  witnessed  the  slightest  ill- 
effects,  except,  perhaps,  sometimes  that  degree  of  nausea  which 
most  medicines  are  apt  to  occasion.  From  the  acetic  acid 
preparation,  I  have  observed  variable  effects  in  the  doses 
named. 

A  married  female,  about  30  years  old,  suffered  from  a  mul- 
titude of  nervous  symptoms,  in  consequence  of  a  prolapsed 
uterus,  occasioned  by  too  early  rising  after  confinement  widl 
her  first,  and  as  yet,  only  child.  To  restore  menstruation, 
she  had  taken,  from  various  physicans,  hellebore,  savin,  and 
numerous  other  articles,  withimt  little  effect.  (The  prolap- 
sus appears  not  to  have  been  suspected  by  her  medical  attend- 
ants.) After  replacing  the  uterus,  I  found  the  catamenial 
period  painful,  but  without  flow.  I  gave  Sss  doses  of  the 
the  aqueous  acetate  of  ammonia,  of  the  strength  above  named  f 
and  tne  menses  appeared  without  any  pathogenetic  action 
from  the  medicine.     At  the  next  period,  the  same  means  were 
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jDsedi  after  the  patient  had  been  allowed  to  pass  several  days 
beyond  the  expected  time ;  and  a  more  copious  catamenia 
followed,  than  she  had  ever  witnessed. 

To  another  patient  about  20,  married,  but  sterile,  yet  pos- 
sessing general  good  health,  I  gave  Sss  of  the  acetate,  with 
the  effect  of  vomiting,  severe  headache,  and  delirium.  In  a 
few  hours  the  headache  and  delirium  had  ceased.  Next  day 
3ij.  of  the  acetate  were  given  with  the  like  result,  but  in  less 
decree. 

This  article  appears  to  have  been  proposed  as  a  means  of 
^*  dispelling  intoxication.''  In  the  last  named  case,  it  evident- 
ly f;iducea  symptoms,  closely  imitating  intoxication,  if  it  was 
not  intoxication  itself. 

My  experience  fully  accords  with  that  of  others,  in  repect 
to  the  febrifuge  properties  of  this  remedial  agent.  I  have 
never  been  able  to  discover  that  it,  in  the  slightest  degree,  ex- 
cites the  sanguiferous  system.  So  far  from  it,  it  haf«  in  my 
hands,  appeared  to  be  a  cooling  sedative.  I  have  found  it  to  bie 
especially  serviceable,  in  the  early  and  eruptive  stages  of  mea- 
seis,  sometimes  combined  with  camphorated  water,  but  most- 
ly alone. 

I  do  not  wonder,  however,  that  it  has  by  some,  been  coiw 
sidered  as  a  stimulant  of  the  arterial  function.  Even,  as  origi- 
nally prepared  by  Minderer,  it  appears  to  have  differed  from 
our  modem  solution,  in  being  more  disagreeable  in  conse- 
quence of  the  accidental  formation  of  an  ammoniacal  soap. 
But  as  I  have  seen  it  formed  extemporaneously  by  some, 
claiming  to  be  physicians  and  apothecaries,  it  would  serve 
well,  in  case  of  emergenc]r,  to  fill  a  smelling  bottle. 

I  was  called  in  consultation,  in  the  case  of  a  child  laboring 
under  dysenteric  fever ;  and  prescribed,  in  part,  the  solution 
of  acet.  of  ammonia.  In  a  few  hours  afterward,  I  was  called,  in 
the  absence  of  the  family  physician,  on  account  of  the  occur- 
rence of  vomiting  and  increase  of  fever.  Suspecting  the  cause,  I 
examined  the  preparation,  and  found  it  so  strongly  ammoniacal, 
that,  to  satisfy  my  curiosity,  I  took  it  home  and  added  to  one 
part  of  the  original  preparation,  six  parts  of  acid.  acet.  dilute, 
oefore  the  alkali  became  neutralized.  At  another  house,  in 
a  case  of  infantile  pneumonitis,  I  discovered  a  like  preparation 
to  be  the  all-sufficient  cause  of  a  violent  exacerbation  of  all 
the  symptoms*  I  need  not  multiply  examples;  the  cases 
given,  will  serve  to  show,  not  only  an  inexcusable  recklessness 
m  the  preparation  of  the  medicine ;  but,  also,  the  premises 
from  whicn  some  are  willing  to  draw  their  conclusions  of  the 
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propeities  of  remedial  agents.  To  astave  me  4uU  it  waa » 
aeatral  compound  that  he  had  been  adiAiniaterin^,  the  phyei* 
dan  stated  that  he  added  the  carbonate  of  ammoma  until  efier* 
vescence  ceased.  He  may  possibly  have  heofd  of  litmus  and 
Cemieric ;  but  according  to  nis  own  avowal,  the  cessation  of 
efiervescence  was  enough  for  him,  without  the  aid  of  these 
▼egetable  tell-tales. 

Of  late  years,  I  prepare  this  solution,  exdnsively  with  di- 
lute acetic  acid  ana  the  alkali.  On  account  of  the  unsightly^ 
turbid,  brown  liquid  produced  by  the  combination  of  onlina- 
ry  vinegar  with  the  ammonia ;  and  the  great  variation  in  the 
atrength  of  vinegar;  dilute  acetic  acid  of  officinal  specific 
gravity  should  always  be  used.  When  properly  prepared,  il 
requires  much  patience  in  attaining  the  point  of  neiitraKza- 
lion,  evenSrith  the  aid  of  test  papers.  It  may  be  readily  kept 
fisr  months,  in  a  cool  place,  in  well  stopped  vessels. 
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Trafuadions  of  the  Montgomery  Co.  Medical  Society* 
By  H.  O.  OaasT,  M.  i>.,  Sko'bt,  Dayton  Ohio. 

February  SM*t<m.-*-The  Socirjy  met  in  the  Lecture-room 
of  the  Dsyton  Medical  Institute,  the  President,  Dr.  Hains,  in 
theXyhair.  After  disposing  of  the  unfinished  and  prelfminary 
business,  three  new  spplicsnts  were  elected  and  received  as 
members  of  the  Society. 

An  essay  was  read  by  Dr.  Davis,  upon  ^Procidentia 
Uteri.*^  Brief  allusion  was  made  to  the  anatomical  atmcture 
and  relation  of  the  or^n,  and  the  discrepency  existing;  among 
authors  and  teachers  m  reference  to  the  terms  designating  the 
different  degrees  of  displacement.  For  the  sake  of  conve- 
nience and  a  better  understandins  of  the  subject.  Dr.  D.  re- 
marked, '<  that  he  would  adopt  those  of  Churchill,  and  con- 
sider every  degree  of  displacement,  until  the  os  uteri  rests  upon 
the  perineum,  imperfect  prolapsus,  snd  the  escape  of  the  ok 
Qten  through  the  vaginal  orifice  to  its  utmost  capacity  of  pro* 
trusion,  perfect  prolapsus,  or  procedentia." 

The  causes  of  procedentia,  he  devided  into  the  '^essential 
and  unessential.  Among  the  latter,  he  enumerated  leuconhoeay 


HOTOTfhmfp*,  «litimov»  habite,  debilitf)  odrrhvis,  polyiff» 
^rdalfdsy  radomtioB  at  thetm  uteri,  eooghing,  tneesing,  dane^ 
ing,  &c.,  fcc;  and  axsong  tba  former,  increased  capacity 
Md  relaxation  of  the  vagina,  debility  and  relaxation  of  the 
perineal  and  levator  ani  muecles,  with  extension  of  thepelvie 
nscia.  Child-bearing,  be  considered  as  one  of  the  most  pro- 
lific of  the  essential  cansea.'^ 

Inalhidtngto  the 'force  which  the  lieaments  exerted  in 
maintaining  the  nterus  in  its  natural  position,  the  author  '<  ad* 
fliitted  that  there  was  an  apparent  lateral  support  to  the  oi^h 
by  its  round  ligaments,  but  oenied  their  agency  in  preventing 
it  least  partial  procedetitta ;  and  as  the  broad  ones  are  only 
duplications  of  the  peritoneum  over  the  fundus  of  the  uteruSi 
and  essentially  elastic,  besides  their  connection  with  the 
rectum  and  bladder,  which  always  accompany  the  or^n  in 
Us  descent ;  it  is  impossible  for  mem  to  afford  any  resistance 
to  perfect  prolapsus. 

The  displaced  or^n  having  been  restored  to  its  normal 

E^sition  in  the  cavi^  of  the  pelvis,  Dr.  D.  proceeded  to 
vide  the  treatment  of  prooedentia  uteri  into  **  medicinal  mi 
mechanical.^  (Sreat  importance  was  attliched  to  theinvprove* 
ment  of  the  general  heahh  and  correcting  abnormal  dischargesf 
especially  if  connected  with  the  prola^us.    As  a  **  local  ap* 

filGation,  he  placed  more  confidence  in  the  frequent  use  of 
^Id  water,  dttrinji  the  intervah  of  menstruation,  to  the  genilah 
and  perineum,  with  injections  of  the  same  into  the  vagina^ 
than  all  other  remedies*  Astringent  injections— ^as  astriuffents, 
be  remarked,  have  thenr  influence  upon  the  mucous  memnrane 
alone,  and  exert  no  influence  upon  the  procedentia. 

For  the  purpose  of  retaining  the  uterus  in  «t#if.  pessaries 
in  an  innumerable  variety  have  been  used ;  an  article,  lnr-tfae» 
way,  in  which  we,  Dr.  D.,  had  not  the  least  confidence. 
However,  those  which  have  recently  emanated  from  the  genius 
of  Dr.  Clark,  of  Manchester,  or  the  one  constructed  by  Dr. 
Simpson,  of  Edinburgh,  may  be  free  from  the  objections  df 
those  which  do  not  rest  upon  a  stem,  to  receive  external  sup^ 
port,  but  from  their  liability  to  excoriate  or  abrade  the  labia^ 
they,  too,  we  fear  will  be  found  impracticable. 

Dr.  D.  remarked,  that  all  those  without  stems  are  calculated 
to  produce  the  very  same  disease  which  they  are  designed  H 
vemedy.  Without  reciting  the  ordinary  objections,  he  con^ 
tinued,  we  maintain  they  weaken  the  vaginal  wall,  as  they 
niust,  in  order  to  be  retained,  have  a  circnmferance  sufllcient  to 
distend  the  vaginal  canal  beyond  its  capacity  of  healthy  en- 
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durance.  We  are  well  persuaded  that  if  a  healthy  female 
was  compelled  to  wear  one  of  these  articles  for  a  few  weeks, 
upon  its  removal  she  would  have  imperfect  prolapsus.  In* 
direct  support  to  thepermeum  and  lower  part  ot  the  abdomen, 
he  considered  indispensable  to  the  success  in  the  treatment* 

Dr.  J.  Coons  presented  a  brief  abstract  of  cases  of  Inter- 
mittant  Fever,  treated  by  Ferrocyanuret  of  Iron.  As  Fever 
and  Ague  was  one  of  the  most  important,  because  one  of  the 
most  frequent  diseases  of  the  West,  Dr.  C.  thought  that  any* 
thing  concerning  its  treatment  would  not  be  uninteresting  to 
the  Society. 

His  <^  attention  had  been  called  to  this  sublet  by  an  article 
published  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Western  Lancet,  in  which 
the  author  claimed  more  for  this  remedy,  as  an  anti^periodic, 
than  he  had  ever  been  able  to  discover  following  his  adminis* 
tration;"  this  had  induced  Dr.  C.  *<more  thoroughly  to  test 
the  power  which  Prussian  Blue  possessed  in  controlling  the 
paroxysms  of  A^e." 

The  first  case  m  which  the  article  was  administed,  was  of 
the  quotidian  type,  of  two  months  standii^ ;  during  which 
time  it  had  been  broken  several  times  byqiAnine.  Ferrocjra* 
nuretoflron,  was  ordered  in  three-grain  doses  every  three 
hours,  with  the  effect  of  interrupting  the  third  parox)rsm  after 
its  commencement.  The  same  amount  of  medicine  was 
continued  three  times  per  day  for  ten  days,  when  the  patient 
was  discharged  cured.  The  second  case  was  not  dissimilar  in 
character  to  the  preceding.  Prussian  Blue  was  prescribed  in 
two*grain  doses  every  two  hours.  The  medicine  was  con- 
tinued at  the  same  intervals  for  three  days,  with  an  increase 
in  the  amount,  until  six  grains  were  taken  at  a  dose,  without 
arresting  the  disease ;  when  quinine  and  morphine  were  ad- 
ministered and  the  disease  was  arrested  in  twelve  hours. 

The  third  was  a  protracted  case,  without  complications. 
Prussian  Blue  was  taken  in  doses  of  eight  grains,  every  three 
hours,  for  eight  days  without  any  perce{Sable  abatement  in  the 
severity  or  duration  of  the  paroxysms. 
^  **  From  the  above,  and  many  other  cases  which  he  might 
cite,  Dr.  C.  concluded,  that  as  an  anti-periodicy  the  article 
under  consideration  was  not  entitled  to  any  very  considerable 
respect ;  but  in  broken  down  states  of  the  system,  following 
ague,  he  thought  that  it  was  one  among  the  Jirstf  if  not  the 
very  best  J  preparations  of  iron.  But  it  cannot  take  the  place 
of  the  great  anti-periodic — Qui  if  ink.'' 

Dr.  Carey,  from  the  committee  on  Medical  Societies,  re- 
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parted  in  favor  of  dispensing  with  the  hvee$  usually  given  to 
the  ^^Ohio  State  Medical  Society/'  by  the  profession  resident 
in  the  city  where  it  holds  its  annual  sessions ;  and  expending 
the  means  requisite  to  defray  the  expenses  of  such  entertain- 
ments in  a  manner  best  calculated  to  promote  the  lUeraiurB 
of  the  profession  in  Ohio. 

To  this  end,  he  contemplated  the  construction  of  two 
if  BDALs — one  of  gold  and  the  other  of  silver — of  elaborate 
workmanship,  to  be  presented  to  the  Parent  Society ;  and  by 
it  offered  as  prizes,  to  be  awarded  in  1864,  for  the  first  and 
second  best  essays  upon  some  subjects  connected  with  the 
science  of  medicme ;  the  merits  of  which  are  to  be  decided 
upon  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the  State  Societ]^. 

The  designs — of  which  the  medals  are  to  be  fac  simile — ^ia 
oval,  the  transverse  and  longitudinal  diameters  of  which  are 
respectively  two  and  a  half  oy  two  and  seven-eights  inches. 
Upon  one  side  of  the  rim,  three-eif^hts  of  an  inch  wide,  is 
inscribed,  "OHIO  STATE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY,** 
surrounded  by  neat  chasing,  which  diverge  from  a  female 
pelvis,  en|;raved  on  the  bottom  of  the  rim.  In  the  center  of 
ilie  oval  IS  the  Caducbus,  supported  on  the  one  side  by  a 
Sttthoseopty  on  the  other  bv  a  rttort;  and  bearing  upon  the 
tips  of  its  wings,  arching  trom  side  to  side,  the  word  EX- 
CELSIOR. These  are  overhung  by  a  Surgeons  hand  and 
knife,  in  the  act  of  amputating  an  arm.  The  rim  of  the  op- 
posite side  has  the  folio wira  engraved  upon  it,  *^  Presented  to 
the  0.  8.  M.  S.J  by  the  montaomery  Co.  Medical  Society^ 
1863."  The  oval  ofthis  side  is  highly  burnished  and  left  blanK, 
upon  which  are  to  be  inscribed  the  subject  and  name  of  the 
successful  essayist.  The  medals  are  surmounted  by  globulsr 
skulls. 

Although  it  was  an  innovation  upon  an  established  custom, 
Dr.  C.  ^^  did  not  hesitate  to  ur^e  the  adoption  of  this  or  some 
other  rational  mode  of  signalizing  the  meeting  of  the  Parent 
Society  with  us  in  Dayton ;  as  a  substitute  for  sumptuous  re- 
pasts and  their  associate  convivialities ;  which,  at  least,  con- 
tribute only  to  social  enjoyment  and  sensual  gratification  for 
an  hour." 

After  stating  that  few,  in  comparison  with  the  great  mass 
of  the  profession,  enjoy  the  /ei?er«,  and  less  of  their  results^ 
(be  report  concluded  hy  urging  the  importance  of  holding  out 
strong  incentives  to  cultivate  Scientinc  Medicine  and  foster 
its  literature  in  the  West,  as  the  most  eflScient  means  of  ele- 
vating the  profession,  and  rendering  it  independent  of  eastern 
and  trans- Atlantic  authorship. 


Manual  0f  Phjfsiohff.  Bt  William  Sknhouss  Kirki% 
M.  D.,  Licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Py^ciaoa^  ^i^f^ 
imr  and  Demonstralor  of  Morbid  Anatomy  at  St.  Bar- 
.  tbolomew's  Hospital.  Assisted  by  James  Paget,  F,  R.  8^ 
Lecturer  on  General  Anilloniy  and  Physiology,  at  St.  Bas* 
tholomew's  Hospital.  Second  American,  from  second 
London  Edition,  with  illustrations.  Philadelphia:  Blaa^ 
chard  &  Lea«   1863.  ppu  660. 

We  have  heretofore  expressed  a  favorable  opinion  of  this 
«  Manual "  (or  «<Hand  Book,"  as  (he  author  termed  it),  as  a 
good  text-book  for  students.  It  possesses  the  especial  merit 
of  being  clear  and  concise,  and  at  the  same  time  affording  « 
good  otdioe  of  {ibysiotoggir. 

la  reference  to  this  seeond  American  edition,  we  cannot 
refrain  from  a  remark  touching  the  assumption  of  the  pub- 
fishers.  The  American  publishers  have  taken  the  author'ls 
book,  changed  the  title,  introduced  some  new  matter,  together. 
With  additional  illustrations;  wMch,  ^it  ii  hdfU.'*  wtD 
Noder  the  facts  advanced  more  easy  of  comprehension  1 
Sorely  it  is  enough  that  the  American  publislier  can,  without 
tbe  author's  consent,  re-publtsh  his  book  and  reap  the  profits ; 
but,  not  satisfied  with  this  privilege,  they  chanj^  and  it  majf 
be  tnar,  the  tvork,  and  ihias  misrepresient  the  aothor.  WW 
hope  the  time  will  speedily  come  when  these  unwarrantablo 
liberties  will  cease.    For  sale  by  H.  W.  Derby  &  Co. 

New  Views  on  Provisional  Callus.  Bt  Frank  Haxui* 
TON,  A.  M.,  M.  D.    Buffalo^  N.  T.    pp.  15. 

In  this  pamphlet  of  fifteen  pages,  the  author  states,  that  hia 

views  of  the  mode  that  nature  has  adopted  in  repairing  fraca 

tared  bone^,  are  similar  to  those  advanced  by  Prof.  Paget,  in 

his  lectures  on  that  subject ;  but  that  he  had  prepared  the  part 

of  this  paper  containing  his  peculiar  opinions,  before  he  ^^had 

seen  or  heard  of  the  views  of  Mr.  Paget,''  and  therefore 

considers  his  ^' views  as  original." 


The  anlhor  thinks  the  doctrise  of  Dnpoyteeii  emNieoiu» 
•ad  that  this  dbtitigctished  soiigeoQwaB  led  iolo  error^faf 
mekiiig  his  obsenratioiia  on  the  boaee  of  inferior  Mumab, » 
itead  of  those  of  man.  He  says  that  provisional  callus  is  al- 
ways found  after  fractures  in  the  bones  of  inferior  animals^ 
4biit  that  m  no  swe,  doea  it  oeeur  im  tkt  human  iene,  when  the 
fracture  is  properly  adputed^  aodf  'the  parts  are  subjected  to  no 
undue  initation  during  the  progress  of  -reparatiop.  These 
4Piaws  are  fioiinded  on  extensive  observation.    He  says : 

In  1844  I  studied  veiy  critically  the  fanyous  Dupuytren 
Museuin,  at  Paris^  which  is  peculiarly  rich  in  fractures ;  and 
the  results  of  my  study  and  analysis  were  subsequently  ptrb* 
Kshed  in  a  tabular  form  in  the  Buffalo  Medical  Journal  for 
1849.  And  wherever  ehe  upon  the  continent,  in  Great  Bri<> 
tain  or  in  this  country  similar  collections  came  within  my 
leach,  I  have  never  niled  to  avail  myself  of  them  for  the 
purpose  of  study.  Thus  from  many  and  various  sources  the 
evidence  has  been  derived,  and  the  conviction  has  been  gath- 
ering upon  me  that  Dapuytren  had  greatly  misapprehended  the 
process  of  union  of  broken  bones  in  the  human  subject :  and 
this  evidence  wss  no  less  abundant  in  his  own  beautiful  col- 
lection at  Paris  than  elsewhem. 

The  peculiar  views  of  Dr.  HamHton,  are  embraoed  in  th^ 

Mlowing  comprehensive  paragnyhs : 

Broken  bones  unite  when  submitted  to  the  most  favorable 
circumstances,  by  definitive  callus,  or  by  a  process  allied  to 
adhesion-^by  T^r^/  intention :  but  under  less  favorable  circum- 
stances by  provisional  callus,  or  by  a  process  allied  to  granu- 
lation— ^by  second  intention. 

'  The  venerable  and  distinguished  Dr.  Mussey^  of  Cincinnati^ 
(o  whom  I  stated  my  views,  and  by  whom  I  believe  their 
general  correctness  is  admitted,  said  that  be  would  express  his 
notions  of  the  reparation  of  fractured  bones  by  saying,  that 
tmture,  or  the  Oreat  Author  of  nature,  first  sought  to  repair 
ttia  injury  in  the  simplest  possible  manner,  hj  a  direct  union 
of  the  ends  of  the  bones ;  imt  beingdefeated  in  this,  she  then 
chose  the  next  best  alternative,  viz.,  to  form  a  ten^rary  cal- 
lus, and  this  was  the  origin  and  object  of  nature's  splint. 

To  these  views,  with  certain  qualifications,  I  assent.  But 
then  provisional  callus  is  no  longer  the  normal,  but  only  a 
eo«t&^[eiit  or  alleraatave  process. 
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The  impoBsibilitj  of  placing  **  the  limb  of  any  brute  ani. 
ma],  into  that  condition  of  rest,  requisite  to  determine  nature's 
first  intention/'  will  explain  the  formation  of  provisional  cal- 
lus in  the  fractures  of  their^bones,  while  in  man  the  condi- 
tions are  difierent ;  the  fragments  are  accurately  adjusted,  and 
every  irritating  cause  lessened  or  entirely  removed.  Hence, 
in  man  we  seldom  meet  with  provisional  callus. 

The  paper  closes  with  the  following  recapitulation. 

First.  Broken  bones  unite  directly,  naturally  and  by  prefie^ 
Tence  through  the  interposition  of  definitive  callus. 

Second.  Broken  bones  unite  indirectly,  and  accidentally, 
through  the  intervention  of  provisional  callus. 

Third.  The  absence  of  provisional  callus  does  not  denote 
that  it  could  serve  no  useful  purpose. 

Fourth.  Its  presence  does  not  indicate  its  necessity  or  utilty* 

Fifih.  It  has,  therefore,  no  final  purpose,  but  is  the  unavoid- 
able  result  of  a  certain  abnormal  condition :  and  while  it  is 
doubtless  true  that  in  fractures  it  frequently  rendera  valuable 
assistance  to  the  surgeon,  it  is  also  equally  true  that  it  often 
proves  a  source  of  hindrance.  W 


TAe  Phyndan^s  Pocket  Dose  and  Symptom  Book:  CStm- 
taining  the  Doses  and  Uses  of  all  theprineipal  artides  of 
the  Materia  Medica  and  Cfhief  Omcinal  Preparations  ; 
Table  of  Weights  and  Measures  ;  Rules  to  Proportion  the 
Doses  of  Medicine ;  Common  Abreviations  of  writina 
Prescriptions;  Table  of  Poisons  and  Antidotes;  Dietetic 
Preparations;  Table  of  Symptomatology;  Outlines  of 
General  Pathology  and  Therapeutics.      By  Joseph  H. 

*  Wythes,  M.  D.  Author  of  «  The  Microscope,"  "  Cu- 
riosities  of  the  Microscope,"  etc.  Philadelphia :  Lindsay 
&  Blakiston.    1863.     16mo.  pp.  246. 

We  are  utterly  at  a  loss  to  perceive  the  utili^  of  this  meiii- 

cal  primer •    The  author  designates  two  classes  of  persons 

for  whom  it  is  designed — ^the  student  and  the  country  prae^ 

titioner.    He  thinks  it  may  prove  of  service  to  the  student 

as  a  remembrancer  in  the  treatment  of  disease.    We  do  not 

underetand  that  students  are  entiiisted  with  the  duty  of  treat- 

ng  diseases.    And  if  the  '*  country  practitioner  "  is  so  stupid 
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as  not  to  know  the  uses  and  doses  of  his  drags,  we  fear  that 
Dr.  Wyihes  book  will  not  do  much  to  enlighten  him. 


The  Druggist^s  Gtntral  Receipt  Book :  containing  a  copious 
Veterenary  Formulary^  and  table  of  Veterenary  Materia 
Medica;  numerous  receipts  in  Patent  and  Proprietary 
Medicines^  Druggist's  Nostrums^  etc*  Perfumery  and 
Casmeticsy  Beverages^  Dietetic  articles^  and  Uondinunis  ; 
Trade  Chemicals^  ^c.  With  an  Appendix  of  Useful 
Tables.  By  Henry  Beasly.  Secona  AmericanTrom  the 
last  London  Edition.  Corrected  and  Enlarged.  Philadel* 
phia:  Lindsay  &  Blakiston.    1863.    pp.  472. 

The  above  title  page  is  long  enough  without  any  comment. 
The  book  may  be  of  some  service  to  draggists^  but  we  cannot 
perceive  that  an  intelligent  jpAy«icja/i  can  be  benefitted  by  it. 
For  sale  by  H.  W.  Derby  &  Co. 

Hank-Booh  of  Natural  Philosophy  and  Astronomy.  By 
Dyonesius  Lardner,  D.  C.  L.,  formerly  Professor  of 
Natural  Philosophy  and  Astronomy,  in  University  College, 
London.  Second  Course.  Heat,  Magnetism,  Commoi? 
Electricity,  voltaic  electricity.  Illustrated  with  up« 
wards,  of  200  Engravings  on  Wood.  Philadelphia :  Blan- 
chard  &  Lea.    1863.    pp.  45L 

This  is  an  exceedingly  interesting  little  volume,  nnd  cannot 
fail  to  be  duly  appreciated  by  the  intelligent  student.  The 
subjects  of  heat,  magnetism,  and  electricity  are  discussed  in  a 
very  able  manner ;  and  the  medical  student  will  find  the  work 
well  adapted  to  his  especial  wants.  For  Sale  by  H.  W. 
Derby  &  Co. 

A  System  of  Practical  Surgery.  By  Willam  Ferguson, 
F.  R.  S. — Professor  of  Surgery  in  King's  Collece,  London ; 
Surgeon  to  the  Kings  College  Hospital ;  and  Surgeon  to 
H.  K.  H. — Prince  Albert.  Fourth  Ameiican — from  the 
third  and  enlarged  London  edition ;  with  393  illustrations. 
Philadelphia.    Blanchaid  &  Lea.^  1853.    pp.  621. 

We  have  always,  since  the  issue  of  the  irst  edition,  con* 
Ferguson^ s  Practical  Surgery y  as  one  of  the  best  ele- 
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Vieataiy  works  that  cm  be  placed  in  the  haadt  of  a  atodeaL 
For  the  general  Practitioneri  who  does  not  make  a  apecud^ 
tjr  of  8uig?Ty,  it  is  certainly  invaluable.  The  style  is  con- 
cisci  pointed,  and  clear.  The  description  of  the  various  ope** 
rations  are  concentrated  and  accurate;  so  that  in  cases  of 
emergency,  the  principles  of  the  most  difScult  operations^  aaay 
he  obtained  by  a  reference  of  a  few  momeats  to  iis  pages. 

The  edition  before  us,  possesses  aH  the  excellence  of  the 
preceeding,  with  a  number  of  additional  ilhistrations.  For 
sale  by  H.  W.  Derby  &  Co.  W. 

Bronehotomjf.  A  paper  read  by  appointment^  before  the 
Covington  M3dical  Society,  Jan.  3ra,  1863.  Bt  Asburt 
Evans,  M.  D. 

In  this  neat  little  paper  of  23  pages,  the  Essayist  has  given 
a  very  comprehensive  view  of  the  various  pathological  condi- 
tions that  'may  demand  the  operation,  of  either  tracheotomy 
or  laryngotomy.  We  received  both  profit  and  pleasure,  in 
glancing  over  its  pages. — Printed  at  the  Covington  Journal 
OiBce.  W. 
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Pulmonary  Tuhireuhtii  and  Distoiu  of  the  Htairt.^^ 

[Dr.  Thomas  King  Chambers,  in  the  Medical  Times  and 
Oazeitej  gives  the  results  of  the  records  from  St.  Thomas 
Hospital,  Tor  ten  years,  with  the  view  of  determining  the  fre- 

auency  of  the  connection  between  long  and  heart  diseases. 
[e  examined  the  record  of  618  cases  of  tuberculosis,  and  1,667 
cases  of  the  other  diseaaes>  aad  gives  the  cesult  in  the  follow- 
ing  tabular  fonn] 
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l«l 


DiBKABU  or  TBV  HxAET. 


PericanlitU -- '"'':'":,•  " 

Old  Internal  Adheuoosof  th«  Pencardium 
Old  External  Adhesiona  of  the  asme,  (per- 
haps irrcgnlarij  neorded^ 


White  Spoto  ,    ^  ^ 

Recent  Fibrin  depoaited  on  the  ValTea 

Thickened  Valrea 

Atheroma  of  ValTM •••• 

Hypertiophj  alone. . 


Hypertrophr  and  Dilatation 
iHatation  al< 


lone. 


In  503  Caaea 
of  Tid)er> 

Guloaia  of  tke 
Lunga. 


11 
11 

7 
39 
4 
90 
IS 
13 
13 
40 
7 
5 
3 


Da 

Atrophy 

Exceaa  of  Adipoae  Tiaaue 

Fattj  Degeneration  (irreiinil*rl7  recorded) 

[The  results  indicate  the  importaQt  practical  fact,  that  car- 
diac aod  pulmonary  diseases  are  rarely  united,  and  that  the  ex- 
istence or  the  latter  indicates  the  absence  of  the  former. 
Cardiac  murmurs,  therefore,  which  occur  during  the  first 
sound,  over  and  to  the  left  of  the  origin  of  the  aorta,  do  not 
always  indicate  valvular  diseases.] 

Friction  in  Diseases  of  the  Joints* — [Edward  William 
Lowe,  Esqr.,  (Aid.)  has  published  a  paper  on  the  importance 
o{  friction  in  certain  affections  of  the  joints, — such  as  chron- 
ic synovical  thickening  and  he  alleges  the  results  to  be  en- 
couraging. He  first  employed  flour  during;  the  frictions,  but 
finally  resorted  to  the  ung.  hydrag.  In  addition  to  the  friction, 
he  employed  jpre^mre,  oy  means  of  strapping.  His  method 
is  worthy  of  trial.    The  general  plan  is  as  follows :} 

The  Joint  having  been  carefully  examined,  and  considered 
one  fit  for  the  remedy,  if  painful  or  tender  of  pressure,  I  take 
it  and  gently  and  easily  rub  it  with  ung.  hydl  for  a  few  min- 
utes, avoiding  as  much  as  possible  to  give  pain.  Having  done 
this,  I  wrap  a  piece  of  hnt  around  the  joint,  now  covered 
thickly  with  the  ointment,  and  then  smoothly  apply  straps  of 
plaster  from  some  distance  below  to  the  same  distance  aoove 
the  joint,  being  careful  that  the  sustainin^g  pressure  be  equabte, 
and  at  the  same  time  slight.  When  finished,  the  joint  should 
feel  easy,  supported  rather  than  pressed,  certaijdy  not  in  any 
part  unoulv  pressed. 

These  dressings  I  allow  to  remain  on  four  days  or  a  week ; 
they  are  then  removed,  and  the  same  process  repeated,  if  the 
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joint  will  tolerate  it,  the  frictions  being  stronjger  and  longer 
continued.  Thns  I  go  on,  removing  the  dressings ;  and  each 
time,  as  the  joint  win  bear  it,  appljnng  more  and  more  pow- 
erfhl  friction,  until  it  is  downngnt  hard  and  quick  work  for 
the  rubber ;  and  afterwards,  each  time  making  the  pressure 

Ksater  and  greater,  until  the  strapping  can  be  comfortably 
me  as  tight  as  it  can  be  put  on. 

The  great  art  in  the  application  of  the  remedy  bein^  to,  at 
first,  so  gently  rub  the  joint,  and  so  easily  press  it  with  the 
strapping,  that  as  little  pain  as  possible  shall  oe  given.  A  lit- 
tle pain  you  will  give  by  the  fnction ;  it  should,  however,  be 
but  little,  or,  as  a  consequence,  the  joint  will  soon  become 
hot,  red,  more  swollen,  and  painfiil— in  short,  acutely  inflam- 
ed, which  'condition  will,  of  course,  require  removal  by  the 
appropriate  remedies  before  you  can  resort  to  the  friction. 

Treatment  of  Rheumatism. — [  The  following  judicious 
remarks  on  the  treatment  of  rheumatism,  are  extracted  from 
a  review  of  a  late  work  by  Dr.  Fuller,  of  St.  George's  Hos- 
pital, London :] 

The  treatment  of  acute  rheumatism  Dr.  Fuller  thinks  still 
rather  unsatisfactoiy,  notwithstanding  the  numerous  plans  de- 
vised by  different  practitioners,  and  indeed  he  believes  that 
thedisease,  if  uncomplicated  by  cardiac  affection,  will  termi- 
nate sooner  or  later  in  recovery,  under  every  variety  of  treat- 
ment. This  proposition  will  not  meet  with  much  opposition 
from  those  wno  have  seen  much  of  acute  rheumatism,  and 
who  have  too  often  been  mortified  at  the  failure  of  almost 
every  plan  for  the  diminution  of  the  sufferings  of  their  patients. 
Bleedmgin  excess  is,  and  we  think  very  properly,  denounced 
by  Dr.  Fuller,  who  considers  that  it  predisposes  to  cardiac 
disease,  thus  producing  the  very  complication  which  it  should 
be  our  earnest  di)ty  to  attempt  to  avert.  Purging  also,  carried 
to  extremes,  is  considered  prejudicial  rather  than  otherwise, 
and  calomel,  in  large  and  often  repeated  doses,  appears  to  have 
but  little  effect  in  shortening  or  alleviating  the  disease ;  and, 
indeed,  [mercury  produces  such  a  generd  depression  of  the 
system,  as  to  leaato  ulterior  mischief  after  the  rheumatic  at- 
tack has  passed  away.  Opium,  however,  in  large  doses,  is  of 
great  service  in  allaying  pain,  moderatinj;  febrile  action,  and 
tranquilizing  the  system.  Tartar  emetic,  cinchona,  guaia- 
cum,  nitrate  of  potash,  and  lemons,  are  successively  dismissed 
as  being  of  no  essential  service  in  curing  the  disease.    Col- 
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chicom  is  considered  a  useful  remedy,  but  its  effects  require 
to  be  carefully  watched.  The  alkalies  are  of  very  ^at  im- 
portance in  tbe  treatment  of  this  disease,  as  neutralising  the 
acid  secretion  and  rendering  it  innocuous  to  the  system.  On 
tbe  whole,  Dr.  Fuller  considers  the  best  treatment  to  be  that 
which  is  drawn  from  the  use  of  several  remedies  rather  than 
that  which  consists  only  in  the  application  of  a  single  one ; 
and  he  relies  chiefly  on  the  alkalies  and  the  neutral  salts,  to- 

gather  with  colchicum,  calomel,  and  full  doses  of  opium, 
leeding  is  rarely  necessary,  unless  the  patient  be  pletkosic, 
and  even  then  it  should  be  very  moderate ;  and,  in  some  few 
cases,  where  the  skin,  instead  of  being  bathed  in  perspiration, 
as  it  usually  is,  remains  dry  and  hot,  the  vapor  or  the  hot-air 
bath  has  been  found  beneficial.  Leeches  and  blisters  are  sel- 
dom necessary  as  Tocal  arolications,  and,  indeed,  from  the 
migratory  character  of  the  aisease,  are  generally  useless]  but 
Dr.  Fuller  has  seen  great  relief  obtained  by  enveloping  the 
swollen  joints  in  warm  fomentations,  containing  mizea  alkaline 
and  opiate  solutions. 

Case  of  Aetde  RheumaHsmj  $iiec$ed€d  by  Chorea  and  Af- 
Action  of  the  Heart.  By  J.  Wabbubton  Bxobib,  M.  D.— -^ 
The  relation  subsisting  between  the  two  diseases,  rheumatism 
and  chorea,  has  now  tor  some  time  been  recognised  by  the 
profession,  while  from  many  of  its  members  the  subject  has 
received  much  attention  and  study.  That  an  amount  of  ob- 
scurity, however,  in  regard  to  it,  is  evident  from  the  various 
ex^anations  which  have  been  advanced  to  account  for  the 
association  of  the  rheumatism  with  the  nervous  disorder ;  and 
although  the  subject  has  engamd,  and  does  still  enga^,  the 
notice  of  many  fully  qualified  tor  its  investigation,  it  will  not, 
I  think,  be  considered  that  the  recording  of  any  accurately 
observed  case  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  superfluous  or  uncalled 
for.  Actix^  on  this  belief,  I  beg  to  submit  to  the  Society  the 
following  case,  and  the  few  remarks  which  succeed  it  :— 

J.  O.,  et.  10,  dai^hter  of  a  groom,  was  placed  on  the  roll 
of  the  New  Town  Dispensary  on  the  7th  June  last.  I  saw 
her  that  afternoon,  in  the  house  of  her  grandmother,  in  Ja- 
maica Street.  She  was  a  delicate-looking  but  comely  child, 
of  fair  complexion.  In  infancy  she  had  suffered  severely 
frommeasefs  and  hooping-cough.  Her  grandmother,  wit& 
whom  she  had  resided,  had  for  many  years  been  a  cripple 
from  rheumatism;  and  her  own  fiither  had  had  two  attacks  of 
rheumatic  feven    The  little  patient  had  been  seised  two  daya 
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before  my  visit  with  shiveriQ^t  followed  l^  the  occorreiice  of 
severe  paine  ip  the  laraer  joints  of  both  legs  and  arms.  M 
the  time  I  saw  her,  the  knee^,  aaUes^  and  all  the  smaller 
joints,  were  much  swollen,  red,  and  very  painful.  The 
shoulders,  elbows,  and  joints  of  hands,  were  similarly,  (hough 
to  a  less  extent,  affected!  There  was  much  fever,  quick  pulse^ 
and  furred  tongue.  The  urine  was  dense,  and  the  bowels 
confined.  Heart's  action  violent,  hut  unattended  with  any 
morbid  sound. 

She  was  ordered  a  purging  dose  of  calomel  with  half  ^ 
grain  of  opium,  and  a  black  draught  to  be  taken  the  fbllowiog 
morning. 

Jufu  8ih. — The  oains  and  fever  much  as  yesterday^  Hae 
slept  pretty  well.  Ordered  a  pill  with  one  grain  of  calomel 
aiid  one  fourth  of  a  grain  of  opium  to  be  taken  fcMur  times  ia 
the  twenty-four  hours. 

It  is  not  my  oUect  to  dwell  on  this  portion  of  the  case,  and 
I  need  not,  thereH>re,  weary  the  Society  b^  detailing  the  daily 
condition  of  the  patient ;  let  it  be  sufficient  to  say,  that  sh!e 

Cssed  through  a  severe  rheumatic  fever,  being  only  conva* 
K^ent  on  the  seventeenth  day.  She  did  not,  however,  so  far 
as  I  could  make  out,  suffer  during  that  period  from  an^ 
extension  of  the  rheumatic  inflammatien  to  the  heart  or  pen- 
cardium.  There  certainly  was  not  on  anv  occasion  during 
these  fifteen  days  any  morbid  sound  to  be  detected  on  ascula* 
tion,  or  any  increased  precordial  dulness  to  be  made  out  on 
percussion.  The  month  had  been  slightly  affected  by  mer- 
cury, which  had  immediately  thereafter  been  suspended.  Up 
to  the  93d  of  June  I  saw  her  daily ;  from  the  date  she  waa 
convalescent,  and  thereafter,  up  to  the  end  of  the  first  week  of 
July,  I  saw  her  freauently:  on  more  than  one  occasion  exam- 
ining her  chest,  and  always  with  the  same  result.  On  the 
Mth  of  July  not  having  seen  her  since  the  7th,  I  was  request- 
ed to  visit  her  on  account  of  a  peculiar  shaking  and  nervooa- 
ness,  to  use  her  mother^s  words.  I  found  her  suffering  from 
confirmed  chorea.  The  mother  informed  me,  that  tne  di- 
seane  had  been  creeping  on  for  some  days,  and  that  ever  since 
her  rheumatic  fever  she  had  been  nervous,  and  very  easily 
excited  and  alarmed,  which  was  different  firom  her  previous 
obaracter.  EHie  could  not  attribute  the  occurrence  of  the  dis- 
ease to  any  particular  cause,  indeed  it  had  come  on  gradnally ; 
but  she  was  quite  sensible  that  it  had  been  augmented  by  a 
fright,  sustained  the  day  previous  to  my  visit,  when  a  cat  had 
souMwhat  incautiously  attacked  a  favorite  hawk,  which  was 
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kept  hi  the  room  in  wMch  my  patient  slept  She  had  given  a 
loud  scream  at  the  time,  and  durine  the  following  nieht  had 
awoke  from  sleep  with  the  same.  When  I  saw  her,  the  cho- 
teic  affection  of  the  lower  limbs  was  so  aggravated  as  to  render 
progression  neariy  impossible,  the  arms^  especially  the  left 
were  similarly  ansctea.  The  left  side  of  the  body  was,  oa 
the  whole  more  markedly  affected  than  the  right.  Aiticula^ 
tioa  also  was  greedy  impaired,  and  she  made  most  singular 

S*  maces.    She  bad  never  suflfisred  from  any  nervous  disorder 
fore.    The  toagae.  had  become  ftirred. 

On  examination  of  the  heatt,  i  now^  for  the  first  tim^ 
iMitioed  a  deviation  from  the  natural  sonnds.  A  distinct 
UowinjC  muhnurtook  place  of  the  first,  as  heard  towarch  the 
apex  of  (iie  heart,  and  this  Was  accdmpawed  by  a  greatly  in* 
anased  action  of  the  orean^ 

Ordered  a  purge  of  jalaps  to  be  sepeated  each  day  for  three 
da|^ 

The  purges  iunpreved  the  toneiie,  but  did  not  apparently 
asflaenoe  the  nervooi  ifisotdeK  Accordiqgty  I  ordered  her  to 
lake  five  drops  of  Fowler's  asluftion  twice  daily  immediately 
after  meals. 

The  arsenic  was  oontin»d  regularly  without  the  intermiss- 
km  of  a  single  dose,  fiakn  die  Mth  of  July  up  to  the  fiOth  of 
Septembei^  when  the  phjnsiological  action  of  the  mineral  be- 
iag  induced,  as  represented  by  a  very  white  tongue,  swollen 
eye-lids  and  somewhat  irritable  tete  of  the  mucous  membrane 
m  the  stomach  and  bowels,  I  oidet^  its  euspension.  During 
Ihat  period  the  nervous  affection  had  preservingly  eontinued, 
at  times  augmented  in  severity,  at  others  a^rently  ]riel(Ung, 
at  one  period  so  severe  as  to  cause  the  strict  confinement  of 
my  little  patient  to  the  house,  at  another,  permitting  her  to 
walk,  assisted  by  her  mother,  and  even  to  visit  me  at  home. 

On  the  28d  of  September,  I  made  fke  followint  note  of 
ker  condition  :—</horea  almost  entirely  disappeared ;  walks 
well  and  steadily,  though  she  still  complains  of  occctsional 
einking  at  the  knees ;  sHght  twitches  of  the  muscles  of  the 
face.  The  cardiac  murmur  continues  distinct ;  dearly  heard 
over  the  whole  caidiac  reeion,  it  is  most  distinct  towards  the 
apex,  and  is  not  oropagated  in  the  cervical  vessels. 

Niwember  17m. — Is  auite  free  firom  all  choreic  movements; 
•expresses  herself  as  well,  except  for  the  beating  at  the  breast. 
The  palpitation  is  at  times  inordinate.  No  decided  increase 
ot  precordial  dulness  exists.  The  murmur  continues  as  be- 
fore. 
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Remarh.'^ThiB  case  is  similar  to  many  others  which 
have  been  placed  on  record,  and  is,  with  one  point  of  differ- 
ence, the  same  as  more  than  one  case  alluaed  to  by  Dr. 
Kirkesy  in  his  most  interestinff  papers*  on  this  subject,  the 
only  dissimilarity  being,  that  the  evidence  of  affection  of  the 
heart,  though  looked  for  durine  the  rheumatism  was  not  detect- 
ed, but  became  establbhed  about  the  time  of  the  recurrenoa 
of  the  chorea*  I  had  indeed  come  to  the  concluuon,  that 
happily  the  heart  had  escaped  implication  in  the  disease* 
The  case  is  interesting,  from  the  speedy  manner  in  which  the 
choeric  affection  succeeded  the  declension  of  the  rheumatic. 
There  is  one  question  of  great  interest  to  which  I  should 
wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Society,  and  that  is, — The 
association  of  disease  of  the  heart,  unattendant  (m  rheumatism^ 
with  the  nervous  disorder.  I  think  that  the  evidence  of  some 
affection  of  the  heart  will  be  found  in  many  cases  of  chorea. 
In  Dr.  Kirkes'  analysis  of  thir^-six  cases,  three  were  of  this 
nature.  In  some  cases  the  cardiac  affection  will  no  doubl 
be  found  to  be  inorganic — ^ftinctional  derangement  merely  aU 
tended  by  a  murmur  with  the  heartU  first  sound,  heard  niost 
distinctly  over  the  upper  sternum,  propogated  in  the  cervical 
vessels,  and  in  all  probability  assocaited  with  the  so-called 
venous  murmur,  in  the  neck.  Further,  the  general  appear- 
ance and  syniptoms  of  such  patients  point  to  the  probable 
dependence  of  both  nervous  and  cardiac  affection  on  a  disor- 
dered state  of  the  bloody  in  short,  on  ansmia. 

But  apart  from  these,  there  is  another  class  of  cases,  in 
which  the  evidence  of  organic  disease  of  the  heart,  indepen- 
dent altogether  of  rheumatism,  is  quite  as  marked  as  its  rone- 
tional  derangement  is  in  the  former.  I  remember  to  have 
seen  one  sudi  well-marked  case  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Pater- 
son — ^now  of  Tiverton — ^in  the  Bojral  Infirmarv,  an  account 
of  which  with  Dr.  Paterson's  concurrence,  I  afterwards  pub- 
lished.* The  patient,  f^hoy  of  seven  years  of  age,  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  nospital,  sumring  from  a  first,  but  very  severe 
attack  of  chorea.  Immediately  on  his  admission,  a  loud 
musical  murmur  was  detected  accompanying  the  first  sound 
of  the  heart,  heard  most  distinctly  towards  its  apex.  Neither 
in  this  boy's  history,  nor  in  that  of  any  of  the  members  of  his 
immediate  family,  which  were  careiullv  inquired  into,  was 
there  any  account  of  rheumatism.  Under  treatment  the  cho- 
rea speedily  subsided,  and  after  a  residence  of  nearly  a  month 
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he  left  the  hospital,  the  cardiac  murmnr  remaining  as  before. 
Scarcely  six  weeks  thereafter  the  little  boy  died  suddenly,  sit- 
ting at  nis  tea  table — ^he  dropped  down  dead.  Unfortunately 
I  was  unable  to  obtain  an  examination  of  the  body;  but  tlie 
manner  of  the  death  bertainly  corroborated  the  opinion  formed 
from  the  observation  of  the  symptoms  and  physical  signs  of 
disease  during  life. 

I  do  not  propose  to  allude  to  the  various  theories  known  to 
all  the  members  of  the  Society,  which  have  been  advanced 
to  account  for  the  association  of  rheumatism  with  chorea.f 
That  which  has  been  sumested  by  Dr.  Begbie  has  received 
the  willing  assent  of  Dr.  Watson  and  of  Dr.  Kirkes,  appears 
to  accord  with  the  views  entertained  by  Dr.  Todd,  ana  finds 
no  adverse  facts  in  the  numerous  observations  of  M.  See, 
whose  elaborate  memoir  on  this  subject,  read  to  the  Academy 
of  Medicine,  and  published  in  their  <<  Transactions,''  has  left 
nothing  to  be  added  to  its  historical  bearings. 

The  case  I  have  now  related  certainly  goes  to  establish  the 
correctness  of  Dr.  Be^bie's  theory,  that  the  morbid  condition 
of  the  blood,  which  rives  rise  to  rheumatism,  also  gives  rise 
to  chorea.  The  child  had  inherited  from  two  generations  the 
rheumatic  diathesis,  and  only  became  a  sufferer  from  chorea 
on  the  declension  of  a  rheumatic  attack.  Assuredly  no  other 
theory  which  has  been  advanced  so  simply  or  correctly  ex- 

Slains  the  frequently  observed  facts  of  one  member  of  a  family 
eing  affected  with  chorea,  another  with  rheumatism  and 
Perhaps  the  third  being  the  subject  of  both  affections.  But 
acknowledge,  with  Dr.  Kirkes,  that  there  still  exists  seve- 
ral very  interestinj;  circumstances,  which  require  more 
attention  and  investigation,  before  the  association  of  these  two 
diseases  shall  become  thoroughly  understood. — Read  to  the 
Medico- Chirurgical  Society  of  Edinburgh. 

FBANCE. 

Belladonna  in  jE)|pi/ejMjf.--Frederic(i  {Gaz.  det  Hop.j  1862) 
recommends  belladonna  as  a  preservative  against  epileptic  fits. 
The  patient  is  to  take  three  times  a  day  a  tablespoonful  of  a 
watery  solution  (3  grains  to  six  ounces).  It  is  rarely  neces- 
sary to  increase  the  dose;  the  medicine  should  be  taken  upon 
the  first  indication  of  the  disease.  The  author  relates  two 
cases,  in  both  of  which  the  treatment  seemed  to  have  proved 
of  avail. 


Medical  Tinifls,  1849.  fMonthly  Joonial. 
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Collodion  and  Caator-oil  in  J^npelas.^^M.*  Ouenmot 
has  employed  with  advantage,  ia  a  severe  ease  of  eiyaipelaa, 
an  application  to  the  skin  consisting  of  collodion  comDioed 
with  castor-oil.  The  formula  was — collodion^  80  parts; 
castor*oil|  2  parts:  mix.  This  varnish  was  applied  once  on 
three  successive  days  to  the  part  attacked,— rad  with  good 
effect,  as  it  caused  cessation  of  the  burning  pain  and  the  dis- 
appearance of  the  redness.  The  idea  of  mixine  collodion 
with  castor-oil  is  due  to  M.  Robert  Latour.«-*Ja«fiMi/  de 
Medecine  et  de  Praiique.     Febniarj,  1862. 

On  the  rapid  Cure  of  Itch.  By  MM.  Hardt  and  Dbtse- 
GiK. — M.  Hardy  states  that  by  the  modification  which  he  has 
introduced  into  the  mode  of  treating  the  itch  at  St.  Louis,  he 
is  now  enabled  to  definitely  cure  a  patient  in  tivo  houn^  so 
that  it  is  in  contemplation  to  trAt  all  patients  suflkriog  under 
this  disease  as  out-patients.  The  entire  body  is  first  tho- 
roughly rubbed  for  half  an  hour  with  soft  soap^  which  haslhe 
effect  of  breaking  up  some  of  the  furrows  in  which  the  acari 
are  lodged.  A  tepid  bath  is  next  employed  for  one  hour,  ia 
order  to  soften  the  epidermis,  the  patient  oontimiing  to  wash 
himself  well  while  in  it.  Finally  the  patientsiub  each  other 
thoroughly  for  half  an  hour  over  the  entire  surface  with  the 
sulphur  omtment  (lard  8  parts,  sulphur  2,  subc.  potass  1),  and 
the  itch  is  cured.  The  various  secondary  eruptions,  formerly 
confounded  with  the  itch,  may  require  several  days  for  their 
dispersion,  by  means  of  simple  baths.  In  4  only  out  of  400 
cases  so  treated,  have  relapses  occurred,  and  144  cases  out  of 
146  occuring  in  June  were  so  cured. 

In  this  way  the  disease  spreads  by  contagion  much  less 
than  heretofore,  when  the  patients  nad  to  wait  until  they 
could  obtain  admission  into  the  hospital. — In  a  recent  paper, 
however,  M.  Devergie  expresses  his  opinion  that  this  rapid 
cure  of  a  disease  which  has  often  been  long  persistent,  is  a 
practice  not  to  be  followed,  as  bein^;  dangerous  to  present  or 
niture  health.  In  certain  forms  of  itch  the  secretion  is  abun- 
dant, and  when  the  disease  has  been  mistaken,  this  may 
increase  so  as  to  form  a  kind  of  purulent  emunctory  not  to  be 
at  once  destroyed  with  impunity.  It  is  probable,  that  some 
of  the  internal  abscesses,  which  have  been  observed  in  cases 
of  this  disease,  have  arisen  from  its  repercussion;  and  certainly 
in  no  other  form  of  pustular  eruption  would  the  practitioner 
thus  act.  The  itching  or  pruritus  which  is  produced  is  not 
entirely  an  indifferent  matter,  and  the  habit  of  nocturnal 


scratching  mast  not  be  suddenly  enppresied.  Even  when 
pedicalar  difieasefl  or  prurigo  is  suddenly  arrested,  dangeroos 
pulmonary  congestion  sometimes  occnrs,  req^uirsng  actitB 
rubefacients,  although  here  little  or  no  secretion  tets  heca 
gu^^ressed.  A  sin^e'  geode  friction  suffices  to  destroy  the 
conta^ous  prmerty,  and  it  is  best  to  complete  die  cure  by 
repeating  such  for  6  or  six  days,  than  to  run  the  risk,  by  too 
violent  uiction  with  veiy  strong  ointments,  of  producing'  the 
loo  sudden  repression,  or  of  exciting  various  forms  of  eczem*- 
tous  or  lichenoid  eruptions,  which  ute  sometimes  more  difi- 
eult  to  cure  than  the  original  disease,  especially  among  the 
working  classes,  who  are  so  i^t  to  neglect  the  eonditioH  of 
their  skm. — Union  Med. 

Bouehardat  on  Diabetes. — [We  make  the  following  ex* 
tracts  from  a  jRerieto,  in  the  JSd.  Monthly  Journal^  of  Bou* 
chardat's  work  on  Diabetes.  The  subject  it  one  of  gresH 
interest  to  every  practioner.] 

The  fundamental  facts  propounded  by  M.  Bouchardat  are, 
ihat  the  quantity  of  sugar  m  mabetes  is  always  directly  propor* 
tional  to  the  quantity  of  amylaceous  and  saccarhine  aliment 
taken  in  twenty-four  hours,— and  that  by  isilmost  entirely  with*' 
drawing  these  alimentary  principles,  the  urine  gradually  re* 
turns  to  its  natural  composition  and  quantity*  mp.  6  and  6l« 
He  admits,  indeed,  that  since  he  first  advancea  these  proposi- 
tions, the  discovery  by  Scherer  of  the  principle  Inosite  in  nesfa, 
of  which  it  constitutes  a  minute  proportion,  and  the  more  im« 
portant  discoveiy  by  M.  Bernard  ofthe  development  of  sugar 
int  he  portal  blood  by  the  agency  of  the  liver,  independently  of 
(he  supply  of  saccaro*amylaceous  nutriment,  may  render 
physiologically  possible  the  presence  of  a  small  proportion  of 
sugar  in  the  unne,  apart  from  the  introduction  of  sugar  or 
sterch  in  the  alimentary  canal.  But  still  he  adhheres  to  the 
great  fundamental  principle,  that  diabetes  depends  substantia 
ally  on  the  sacchanfication  of  saccbaro-amytaceous  food. 

The  first  and  most  essential  part  of  the  treatment  is  the 
regulation  ofthe  food.  Of  course  all  articles  containing  much 
starch  must  be  excluded.  These  are  too  well  known  to  re- 
quire specification  here.  Sugar  is  equally  to  be  forbidden, 
even  cane-sugar,  which  is  converted  into  nape-sugar  in  tho 
diabetic  stomach.  Milk,  too,  he  considers  inaamissable» 
because  sugar  of  miUc  is,  in  his  opinion,  convertible  into 
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grape-«]^r  in  the  stomach  of  diabetic  patients.  This  is  not 
clear,  Diastase  does  not  affect  this  conversion.  Neither  does 
that  modification  of  it  which  the  author  found  in  the  diabetic 
stomach  when  empty  of  food.  We  have  found,  too,  that  the 
addition  of  twenty-four  or  thirty-two  ounces  of  milk  daily  to 
other  articles  did  not  appear  to  increase  the  daily  discharge  of 
sugar. 

All  kinds  of  flesh  are  admissible  in  the  treatment.  That 
of  wild  animals  has  seemed  to  him  the  best,  also  that  of  in- 
sectivorous birds  ;  and  he  has  no  objection  to  the  flesh  of  car- 
nirorous  animals,  if  the  patient  will  eat  it ;  so  that  sometimes 
he  has  allowed  a  diet  of  cats  and  foxes  to  those  who  were  too 
poor  to  dine  upon  vension,  wild-boar  and  woodcock.  Pish 
of  all  sorts,  including  shell  fish,  are  excellent ;  and  so  are 
eggs.  So  too  is  cream,  and  cheese  also ;  but  milk  is  forbid^ 
den,  because  an  English  pint  yields  about  three-quarters  of 
on  ounce  of  sugar  in  the  urine. 

Among  vegetables,  those  which  are  allowable  are  spin- 
age,  chicory,  sorrel,  lettuce|  asparagus^  artichokes.  Bras- 
sets  sprouts,  cabbs^,  ^een  kidney-beans.  Instead  of  bread, 
loaves  made  chiefly  with  gluten  were  proposed  by  the  author 
in  1841,  and  are  oi  mat  service.  They  are  made  by  the  fol- 
lowing formula,  which  was  determinea  after  many  trials  by 
a  baker  of  repute  in  Paris.  As  many  practitioners  nave  madle 
inquiries  how  this  bread  is  prepare^  we  present  the  recipe. 

**One  hundred  parts  of  flour  are  carefully  mixed  with  forty 
of  water,  and  left  at  rest  for  half  an  hour  in  summer  and  two 
hours  in  winter.  This  dough  is  placed  over  a  bucket  in  a  sieve 
made  with  wire-cloth.  No.  120,  strengthened  with  a  drainer^ 
No.  16,  and  surrounded  with  a  rim  atout  six  inches  in  height. 
A  lump  of  ten  pounds  may  be  worked  at  one  time  by  project- 
ing upon  it  a  stream  of  water  through  a  tube  perforated  at 
the  end  with  numerous  holes,  and  kneading  th3  mass  at  first 
gently,  but  afterwards  more  and  more  strongly  as  the  gluten 
becomes  thready,  until  the  water  ceases  to  run  away  white. 
The  gluten  thus  obtained  amounts  to  about  a  fourth  of  French 
flour,  and  a  third  of  Sicilian  or  Barbary  flour. 

'<The  gluten  should  be  converted  into  bread  as  quickly  as 

Sossible;  for  in  a  few  hours  it  undergoes  alteration,  and  pani- 
cs ill.  It  is  first  to  be  carefully  mixed  with  a  fifth  of  its 
weight  of  fine  flour,  a  little  salt,  and  some  yeast.  It  is  then 
allowed  to  ferment,  and  placed  in  the  oven  at  a  moderate  heat, 
until  sufSciently  dried.  Bread  thus  prepared  is  palatable. 
According  to  the  taste  of  the  patient,  the  dough  may  be  min- 
gled with  eggs,  or  cheese,  butter,  or  cream. 
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<<Bread  oiay  also  be  made  with  gluten  by  inoorporatinff 
diy  wheat  flour  with  gluten  in  the  moist  state,  drying  and 
pulverising  the  mass,  then  mixing  this  powder  with  more 
moist  gluten,  and  drying  and  pulvensing  aj^in,  and  so  on  until 
the  powder  contains  at  least  sixty  per  cent,  of  gluten.  A 
portion  is  then  granulated  and  roasted  gently,  and  mixed  with 
the  rest ;  for  in  this  way  the  dough  is  prevented  from  becom- 
ing too  tough,  so  that  panification  takes  place  much  more 
easily.  In  order  to  mue  this  gluten-flour  into  bread,  four 
parts  are  mixed  with  one  of  yeast,  kneaded  very  diligently 
with  the  necessary  wafer,  and  allowed  to  ferment  for  twelve 
hours  at  a  temperature  of  60  ^  to  68  ^ .  This  leaven  is  then 
mingled  with  twelve  additional  parts  of  gluten-flour,  careful- 
ly kneaded;  as  before  with  water,  and  salted  to  the^  patients 
taste ;  and  after  eight  or  twelve  hours  of  fermentation,  it  is 
baked  in  the  oven  in  the  usual  way.  Bread  thus  made  looks 
and  tastes  well,  if  skillfully  prepared.  E^9  cream,  or  butter 
may  be  mingled  with  the  dou^ ;  and  instead  of  salt,  the 
citrate  of  soda  may  be  used,  as  it  is  decomposed  in  the  blood. 

<The  gluten-flour  keeps  remarkably  well.    It  may  be  used 

for  making  various  cakes,  and  also  for  porridge,  and  for  thick> 

ening  soupe." 

•  •  •  •  ♦  # 

As  for  medicinal  treatment,  he  is  attached  to  the  carbonate 
of  ammonia  as  a  stimulant  diaphoretic,  and  gives  from  fifteen 
to  forty-five  grains  thrice  |a-day  [in  solution  or  bolus.  The 
other  alkalies  he  rather  condemns.  The  water  of  Vichy  has 
seemed  to  him  of  use,  but  not  the  bicarbonate  of  soda;  wnich, 
on  the  contrary,  M.  Mialhe  has  declared  so  important  a  remedy 
Uiat  the  cure  may  be  trusted  to  it  alone.  Opiates,  especially 
in  the  form  of  Dover's  powder,  promote  diaphoresis,  allay 
thiret,  and  subdue  nervous  excitability.  Gnalybeates  are 
available  when  there  is  anaemia,  and  are  best  eiven  in  the 
form  of  metalic  iron,  carbonate  of  iron,  or  iodide  of  iron* 
Cinchona  bark,  quina,  and  simple  bitters,  restore  the  powers 
of  the  stomach,  it  enfeebled,  besides  acting  as  general  tonics. 
Common  salt,  instead  of  increasing,  diminishes  the  patients 
thirst.  Sometimes  iodide  of  potassium  or  iron  has  seemed 
useful.  Antiscorbutics  are  occasionally  indicated  as  neces- 
sary by  the  state  of  the  gums ;  in  which  case  creases  may  be 
freely  taken  with  advantage.  Constipation  must  be  careful- 
ly remedied  by  adequate  aperients.  Substances  which  re- 
tard the  decomposing  influence  of  diastase  may  be  expected 
to  prove  useful,  such  as  the  caustic  alkalies,  the  caustic  earthsi 
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the  mineral  ttdcls,  oxalic  acid,  aloitt  and  (be  vegetable  aeCrio* 
gentd.  It  is  worthy  of  remade  a^ordin^Iy,  that  all  these  sob* 
stances  bave  been  commended  by  one  practitioner  or  another 
in  previous  times,  when  they  were  nsed  empirically,  and  be- 
fore their  action  on  the  sacchatification  of  starch  was  known. 
M.  Bonchardat,  bowever,  doubts  the  utility  of  all  of  thenu 
and  has  not  been  able  to  remat^  any  such  ihfluence  exeitra 
when  diabetic  patients  were  usitig  amylaceous  food. 

tJNITED  STATES. 

J^ost'tnoriem  Appearances  in  the  Cast  of  the  late  Daniel 
Webster. — Aft^  detaitiug  the  symptoms  of  Mr.  Websler'a 
illness,  Dn  Jeffiies  gives 'the  following  aa  the  result  of  the 
posUmoitem  claminlftiou : 

Autopsif  tbirty  two  honrs  after  death ;  preftenlt  Drs.  JefiKes, 
^rter,  ^.  Mason  Warren,  Wyihan,  Pancman,  and  Jackson. 

l!1ie  emaciation  was  very  marked,  as  showti  by  the  state  of 
the  integuments  and  muscles ;  the  latter  beitig  wasted,  pale  and 
flabby. 

Abdomen. — The  peritoneal  cavity  contained  eleven  pints  of 
serum.  There  were  also  old  and  strong  adhesions  about  the 
spleen,  the  gall-bladder,  the  c^cum,  and  to  a  small  extent  be* 
tween  the  left  extremities  of  the  arch  of  the  colon  and  the 
panetes  of  the  abdomen. 

The  stomach  was  distended,  and  contained  half  a  pint  of 
very  dark  blood,  about  one  half  of  which  was  in  the  state  of 
a  soft  coagulum;  and  this  was  the  only  appearance  that  was 
found  of  coagulum  in  any  part  of  the  body.  The  mucous 
membrane  was  deeply  stained  by  the  contents,  generally  rather 
soft,  and  in  the  pjrloric  portion  Somewhat  mamellonated. 
The  intestines  were  ojfened  throufi'hout,  washed,  and  fully 
examined  with  reference  to  the  diarmoea  that  had  so  long  ex- 
isted. Blood  was  found  throughout  in  very  considerable 
quantity  as  far  as  the  descending  colon,  below  which  there  was 
no  trace  of  it;  in  the  laive  intestine  it  was  altered  as  usual 
in  color.  Mucous  membrane  stained  by  the  contents  so  far 
as  blood  extended.  In  the  large  intestine  were  numerous 
hernise  of  the  mucous  membrane,  so  common  in  this  situa- 
tion ;  ft'om  many  of  these  small  masses  of  feces  or  of  mucus 
could  be  forced  out,  and  these  were  the  only  traces  of  feces 
that  were  found.  Otherwise,  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
intestines  appeared  quite  healthy ;  there  being  nowhere  any 
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ulceration  to  explain  tbe  diarriuBa,  nor  ecchymoeis  connected 
wUb  the  bemorrbagie. 

Tbe  liver  was  tbroiigboiil,  vefj  majrbedly  grannlatedj 
dense,  and  contracted  in  tiae;  the  color  e^maHv  waa. 
greenish  or  bronaed^  but  intemalty  everywhere  of  a  pale  red ; 
showings  as  we  may  not  very  nnfrequentlj^  observe,  the  inap* 

eopeiateness  of  tbe  term  ^H^irrfaosis^"  which  woold  generai^ 
we  been  applied  to  the  prescoi  case.  Weight  of  the  orgao^ 
thi>ee  ponada  and  oae^thud,  adverdupcda.  Kle  in.  the  gall* 
Uadder  nearly  Uack,  and  of  a  tany  consistence. 

Spleen  somlf  pak,  and  shiiveHed.  Investing  membrane 
to  some  extent  opaoue,  white^  Hackened^  and  eo^ensed<;  this 
change  being  probably  due  to  the  old  peritoneal  a&ction* 

Kidneys  and  pelvic  Orsaas  healthy. 

Thoram. — Old  pleoraf  adhesions  over  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  riffht  side;  none  on  the  lefL  Lower  lobe  of  the  letllungi 
and  the  two  lower  lobes  of  the  right  much  congested,  and 
very  dark ;  a  change  that  undoubtedly  occurred  towards  the 
close  of  life,  being  simply  passive. 
.  Reart  flacoid ;  very  little  Mood  in  cavities  and  this  waa 
quite  liquid.  Slight  disease  of  aortal  valves,  but  organ  ottb- 
erwise  healthy.  Foramen  ovale;  a  small  valvular  opening 
existed.  A<Mta  not  ossified,  except  to  a  small  extent  in  the 
abdomen. 

Head* — The  membranes  of  the  brain  were  most  remark* 
aUy  diseased.  In  the  cavity  of  the  arachnoid  was  a  layer  of 
fibnne  which  covered  almost  entirely  and  aboot  equally  the 
convexity  of  both>  hemispheees  ;  it  did  not  extend,  however, 
beneath  nor  between  them,  nor  about  the  cerebellom.  In  the 
recent  state,  it  had  a  rather  dull,  yellowish,  infiltrated,  cedemat- 
one  appeamnce ;  being  one-fourth  of  an  inch  in  thickness  over 
the  upper  surfiice,  but  becoming  gradually  more  thin  on  the 
sides,  where  it  terminated  in  &  Uun  edge.  The  adhesion  to 
the  dura  mater  was  in  some  parts  ouite  close ;  but  it  was  gen* 
eiaU V  veiy  readily  stripped  ofl",  and  left  the  arachnoid  with  its 
uanai  polish.  It  was  more  adherent  to  the  sub^cent  mem- 
brane ;  this  last  being  irregular^  and  having  genacally  a  clouded 
and.  8li|[htly  opaque  appearance,  with  many  milk-white  spots, 
but  without  anj^  appreciable  thickening.  The  quantity  of 
serous  eflbsion  into  the  membranes  was  altogetner  lai^. 
The  subarachnoid  tissue  corresponding  to  the  layer  of  me 
fibrine  above  described  was  infiltrated  with  a  straw -colored 
serum  in  some  places,  separating  the  convolutions  from  each 
other ;  tins  sepuratibn  was  quite  remarkable  at  die  posterior 
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part  of  the  right  cerebral  bemiBphere  on  its  upper  sorbce  and 
near  the  median  line,  there  being  also  a  slignt  depression  at 
this  part.  The  dura  mater  adhered  firmly  to  the  cdvaria,  bat 
was  nealthv  in  structure,  as  were  the  membranes  otherwise  ; 
there  was,  however,  a  serous  infiltration  into  each  plexus  cho- 
roides ;  thoush  no  more,  if  not  less  than  usual,  into  the  lateral 
ventricles.  No  i^pearance  of  recent  meningitis;  and  no 
eflbsed  blood  or  cysis  in  or  about  the  false  membiane.  « The 
brain  itself  was  perfectly  healthy ;  and  the  arteries  at  the  base 
ver^  nearly  so.  Cranium  healthy.  Over  the  right  frontal 
region  a  scar  existed,  the  result  of  the  injury  that  occurred 
last  May ;  integuments  not  otherwise  remarkable. 

A  portion  of  the  fibrine  from  the  arachnoid  cavity  having 
been  removed  for  microsoopal  examination,  it  was  foun^ 
some  hours  afterwards,  and  when  the  serum  with  which  it 
had  been  infiltrated  waa  absorbed,  to  have  almost  the  consist- 
ence of  one  of  the  natural  tissues  of  the  body ;  being  strong 
enough  to  bear  codsiderable  traction ;  it  also  appeared  then  to 
have  somewhat  of  a  laminated  structure,  ana  bloodvessels 
were  distinctly  seen  in  it  even  with  the  naked  eye.  Dr.  Wy- 
man  found  it  '^  organized,  and,  in  some  places  vascular.  Un- 
der the  microscope,  the  lymph  was  resolved  into  minute  fibres, 
like  those  forming  the  white  fibrous  element  of  areolar  tissue, 
and  including  in  their  meshes  large  numbera  of  minute 
granules." 

Kecapitulating  the  points  of  interest  in  thia  case,  it  will  be 
observed  that  the  immediate  cause  of  death  was  hemorrhue 
from  the  stomach  and  bowels.  For  this,  no  source  could  be 
found  in  the  lesion  of  any  vessel ;  it  must  therefore  be  regard- 
ed as  a  simple  exhalation  dependent  upon  a  disorganization  of 
tfiis  fluid,  imficated,  moreover,  by  the  almost  entire  absence 
of  coagulation.  The  relation  of  this  hemorrhage  to  the  di- 
sease of  the  liver  wiU  also  be  noted  as  coinciding  with  previ- 
ous experience ;  it  beinff  well  known  that,  in  certain  cases 
where  there  is  an  altered  action  of  this  orj^n,  there  is  a  ten- 
dency to  disorganization  of  the  blood,  mamfesting  itself  thus 
in  hemorrhage. — Am*  Jour.  Med.  8ei. 

Pitudo-membranoui  Inflammation  of  the  Vagina.  By 
Isaac  O.  Pobtxr,  M.^  D. — This  case  is  an  exemplification 
of  well-established  principles  in  the  pathology  or  mucous 
membrane  ;  principles  every  day  exhibited  in  the  membrani- 
form  secretion  of  croup,  less  frequently  in  the  disease  called 
diarrhoea  tubulacis,  where  perfect  casts  of  the  intestinal  canal 
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are  thrown  off,  as  the  result  of  gastroenteric  inflammation ; 
and  more  rarely  still  in  the  form,  position,  and  extent  of  the 
present  affection. 

An  unmarried  female,  twenty-two  years  of  age,  of  respect- 
able family,  was  visited  for  retention  of  urine  as  the  promi- 
nent symptom.  It  was  discovered,  however,  while  introduc- 
ing the  catheter,  that  the  parts  were  hot,  swollen,  tender  to  the 
touch,  and  bathed  in  mucus ;  that  there  were  constitutional 
symptoms,  pains  in  the  back,  &o.,  denoting  intense  vaginitis. 
Very  little  water  was  removed  by  the  operation,  whicn  was 
very  painful.  The  case  was  treated  by  absolute  rest,  saline 
and  other  cathartics,  balsam  copaiba,  and  camphor,  tepid  mu- 
cilaginous injections,  smd  finally,  by  injections  of  nit.  argent. 
m.  v,  to  fix.  Within  a  few  days,  portions  of  membrane, 
from  the  smallest  size  to  two  inches  in  length,  and  one  in 
breadth,  began  to  pass  from  the  vagina,  and  continued  until 
the  whole  canal  was  desquamated. 

This  condition  was  undoubtedly  superinduced  by  unlawful 
irritation,  not  only  of  the  clitoris,  but  of  the  vaginal  canal ; 
whether  as  a  consequence  of  the  intense  and  indomitable  itch- 
ing, which  often  results  from  idiopathic  inflammation  in  its 
first  stages,  or  whether  from  less  worthy  motives,  cannot  be 
decided. 

Ten  days  after  her  supposed  recovery,  this  irritation  was 
T^epeated,  and  all  the  former  symptoms  returned  with  violence. 
nigh  inflammation  of  the  uretnra  followed,  attended  by  re- 
tention of  urine.  As  before,  there  was  constitional  irritation, 
pain  in  the  back,  nausea, .  aiui  high  nervous  excitement, 
amounting  almost  to  delirium.  The  vagina  was  much  swol- 
len, feeling  hard  and  diy,  like  parchment.  Continuing  in  this 
state  for  a  few  days,  it  gradually  became  moist,  and  subse- 
quently softened  into  a  scruflpy,  bran-like  exudation,  which 
could  be  easily  removed  with  the  finger.  As  the  amount  of 
moisture  increased,  the  matter  became  slightly  adhesive  and 
unctions,  like  softened  Castile  soap.  Af&r  an  illness  of  ten 
days  she  passed  entirely  from  our  notice,  and  we  are  unable 
to  say  whether  any  subsequent  adhesions  followed. — Am. 
Jour.  Med.  iiei. 

InteHinal  BtrangtUaHonf  of  a  rare  form  and  extent.  By 
John  T.  Mstoalfb,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  the  Bellevue  Hos* 
pitaL-^Thomas  Armstrong  entered  the  Bellevue  Hospital  with 
symntoms  of  strangulation,  or  invaginated  boweli  of  which 
he  cued,  on  the  day  following  his  admission. 
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Autopsy,  11  h<mn  after  desth. 

On  opening  the  abdominal  cavi^,  there  was  an  escape  of 

£s  and  of  hugely  distended  intestines,  come  of  which  were 
rk  red,  some  bngbt  red,  and  others  having  a  blackened  gan- 
grenous appearance.  The  latter  consisted  of  forty^ne  inches 
of  the  large  intestine,  commencing  eisfat  or  ten  inches  above 
the  anus,  which  had  been^  strangulatea  by  passing  through  aa 
old  opening,  two  inches  in  diameter,  in  the  mesentery,  near 
it«  attached  border.    Through  the  same  aperture  were  stran- 

Slated  two  loops  of  STiall  intestine,  one  nine  inches  in  length, 
^  other  seven,  presenting  the  different  hues  of  red,  above 
mentioned.  The  edge  of  the  orifice  thpouffh  which  the  bowele 
had  passed,  was  smooth,  thickened,  and  well  defined ;  evi« 
dently  of  a  date  much  anterior  to  the  fatal  attack.  The  coloa 
contained  a  large  quantity  of  bloody,  grumous  fluid,  in  which 
were  found  a  great  many  pieces  of  undigested  calPs  head. 
In  the  peritoneal  sac,  were  ten  ounces  of  sero-sanguincrfent 
fluid.— iV:  F.  Medical  Timet. 

Wry  Neck  Cured  Without  Cutting. — By  Gubdow  Buck, 
M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  New  York  Hospital. — Dr  Buck  tias  pro- 
posed a  new  method  of  overcoming  the  deformity,  causea  by 
a  contraction  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck ;  and  from  his  report 
of  two  cases,  on  whom  he  has  tried  it,  we  are  inclined  to  give 
it  a  favorable  notice.  The  following  extract  from  his  repoit 
of  the  first  case,  will  explain  bis  mcde  of  manipulation : 

Doctor  Swett  assentmg  to  my  proposal,  the  patient  was 
laid  upon  her  back  in  bed,  with  her  bead  resting  high  up  on 
a  pillow,  so  as  to  be  easily  got  at  from  the  head  of  the  bed. 
Taking  the  head  between  my  two  hands  placed  one  on  either 
side,  I  cautiously  stretched  it  with  a  very  moderate  degree  of 
force  in  the  direction  opposite  to  that  in  which  it  was  distor- 
ted, that  is  upwards,  ana  to  the  left  side.  Almost  immediate- 
ly every  one  standing  round  the  bed  (of  whom  there  were  at 
least  eight  or  ten  pupils  and  medical  men,)  was  startled  by  a 
loud  snapping  sound  of  something  rupturine,  and  at  the  same 
time  I  perceived  that  the  head  vielded,  ana  could  be  brought 
almost  to  its  natural  position.  It  was  thought  prudent  to  pro- 
ceed no  further  at  this  operation.  The  patient  on  recoverii^ 
her  consciousness  was  not  sensible  of  any  new  soreness  in  the 
parts,  and  coukl  bear  the  head  lo  be  moved  much  easier  thaa 
before  the  operation.  She  waa  directed  to  lie  as  mnch  at 
possible  on  her  lelt  side.  On  the  following  day  there  wae 
considerable  soreness  on  the  right  side  of  the  neck.    On  the 


SBth  of  April,  one  week  ofter  (he  firat  openitieii,  the  sorenett 
of  the  neck  having  very  much  diminished,  the  operation  was 
repeated  a  second  time. 

^*he  same  operation  was  repeated  several  times  in  both  cases 
with  the  happy  result  of  a  perfect  removal  of  the  defbrmitj, 
and  of  giving  the  patients  complete  control  over  the  motions 
of  the  neck. — IT.  Y.  Mtdieal  Times. 

Vesicating  Oil. — In  the  New  York  Jonmal  of  Pharmacy 
(Februaiy  ^o.),  we  find  the  following  directions  for  making 
a  vesicating  oil,  that  may  be  found  in  some  cases  a  veiy  con* 
▼enient  epis{)astic. 

The  solubility  of  cantharidin  in  chloroform,  as  shown  hj 
the  experiments  of  Professor  W.  Proctor,  suggested  to  ma 
the  idea  of  using  that  vehicle  in  combination  with  a  fixed  oil 
to  obtain  a  vesicating  agent,  freed  from  the  disagreeable  con- 
comitants of  the  orcfinaiy  fly  blister,  and  retaimng  the  can- 
tharidin in  a  suluble  state.  I  proceeaed  thus : 
Powdered  Cantharides,  one  part. 

Carti'^oiT'  J«'«^(hy^«g»^Oonea»lahalfpaiti. 
To  the  powder  was  added  the  mixture  of  chloroform  and 
oil  in  a  dose  vessel :  the  ingredients  were  transferred  after 
some  hours,  to  a  glass  apparatus  and  the  Itauid  displaced  ia 
the  usual  way.  it  amounted  to  about  two-tnirds  of  the  origi- 
nal bulk  of  the  liquid  employed.  A  few  drops  of  the  vesicat- 
ing oil  applied  to  the  arm  of  an  adult  produced  a  perfect  blis* 
ter  in  eight  houra.  Its  easy  appIicatio«i  on  any  given  surface 
may  be  of  value  as  a  vesicating  or  epispastic.  1  would  sug- 
gest the  use  of  oil  silk  over  the  application  of  it  to  the  skin; 
by  retaining  the  moisture  of  the  skin  it  will  favor  the  action 
ciihe  oil. 

A  ValMcMt  S^UiiiMit  fmr  JSr#o/.— In  the  New  Jeraey 
Medical  Reporter,  (vol.  vi,  no.  6, — ^p.185)  is  a  paper  bearing 
the  above  cantion,  written  by  P.  IL  WASBmaTOM,  of  Woo£ 
bum  Kentucky. 

The  writer  relates  two  cases  in  which  he  had  used  Diy 
Cupping  on  the  sacrum,  with  the  effect  of  causing  uterine 
pains  and  the  hastening  the  tetmination  of  the  labors,  w 
speedily,  and  with  grec^r  ease  and  safety  to  the  patients^ 
tnan  could  be  obtained  by  the  use  of  %fg^* 

The  caaes  were  euch  as  ewot  haa  usaaliy  beea  pveeeribed 
for— where  the  alenne  paioa  have  beeonui  waak»  and  iaaflh 
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ctent,  from  ediaasted  energy,  and  where  the  os  is  in  a 
state. 

Same  Account  of  a  Fever  produced  bjf  the  DeeompoMon 
of  Potatoes.  Bt  F.  K.  Bailet,  M.  D.,  of  Almont,  Lapeer 
Co.y  Mich. — Dr.  Bailey  has  made  a  very  interesting,  and 
instructive  communication  to  the  North  Western  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal^  which  appears  under  the  above  head* 
He  sap  that: 

During  the  Summer  of  1846,  there  was  erected  in  this  vil- 
lage a  large  building,  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  potato 
starch.  The  farmers,  within  five  miles  in  each  direction^ 
contracted  to  produce  potatoes,  and  draw  them  to  the  factory. 
As  soon  as  the  middle  of  October,  there  were  delivered  and 
deposited  in  one  reservoir,  about  thir^  thousand  bushels. 
The  machinety  for  ^ting  not  being  in  readiness  as  soon 
as  was  expected,  this  amount  of  potatoes  laid  some  two 
or  three  weeks.  The  weather  being  warm,  the  whole  mass 
soon  began  to  rot.  A  small  portion  of  them  were  diseased 
when  drawn,  but  they  were  generally  in  a  sound  condition. 
As  soon  as  it  could  be  done,  flie  nile  was  overhauled,  and  not 
far  from  twenty  thousand  bushels  removed  into  the  yard  in 
front  of  the  mifl.  This  mass  was  some  three  or  four  rods  in 
extent  each  way,  and  four  or  five  feet  deep  in  the  centre. 
The  smell  emanating  from  this  oflensive  heap  of  vegetable 
matter  was  almost  intolerable. 

The  fevers  during  the  Summer  and  the  first  Fall  months, 
had  been  of  a  milder  iyjfe  than  usual,  yield!  ngto  proper  treat- 
ment in  a  few  days.  During  the  months  of  rf ovember  and 
December,  a  typhoid  tendency  could  be  perceived  in  every 
case  that  occurred.  It  was  evident  that  some  modifying 
cause  was  operating.  Qne  man,  who  was  en^ged  in  remov- 
ing potatoes  from  the  mill  was  attacked  with  a  remitting 
fever ;  but  about  the  seventh  day,  congestion  of  the  brain 
set  in,  and  he  soon  died. 

After  these  preliminary  remarks,  he  gives  a  detailed  account 

of  a  number  of  cases,  that  occurred  in  the  district  where  the 

e£Eluvia,  and  disagreeable  odor,  arising  from  the  decomposing 

vegetable  mass,  was  most  perceptible.    The  symptoms  of 

each  ease  are  clearly  and  minntely  described,  from  which 

he  draws  the  following  synopsis: 

1 .  The  poise  was  frequent  and  quick.    With  an  occasiona   1 
exception,  it  was  not  less  than  100  in  a  miDOte,  and  frequent* 
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\y  going  as  high  as  140  or  160  in  cases  that  recovered.  It 
was  sometinies  full,  but  always  easily  compressed  beneath 
the  finger.  In  the  worst  cases,  and  in  feeble  constitutions,  it 
was  found  sometimes  to  intermit^  which,  was  usually  an  unfa- 
vorable qnmptom. 

2.  The  breathing  was  hurried,  frequently  so  much  so  as 
to  occasion  panting. 

3.  Morbid  sweating. was  common,  and.was  considered  in- 
dicative of  danger* 

4.  Diarrhcea  was  almost  un&iling,  and  in  many  instances 
very  excessive.  Sometimes  its  existence  was  coeval  with  the 
attack,  but  frequently  indooed  by  the  action  of  cathartics 
taken  by  the  patient  oefore  calling  medical  aid,  which  deve- 
loped the  disease,  that  otherwise  might  not  have  occurred. 

6.  Tympanites  was  an  attendant  generally  where  there 
was  diarrhoea,  but  sometimes  when  the-  the  bowels  were 
torpid. 

6.  Cough  was  common  and  frequently  the  first  symptom 
complained^  of.  The  patient  would  seem  to  have  a  cold, 
cougQ  a  little  for  a  day  or  two,  when  other  symptoms  super- 
vened, aixl  the  disease  was  established. 

7.  Haemorrhage  from  the  bowels  occurred  in  some  cases, 
to  such- an  extent  as  to  exhaust  the  patient  in  a  few  hours. 
Sometimes  the  blood  flowed  unmixed,  but  commonly  attend* 
ed  by  ihorbid  secretions. 

8.  The  nervous  system  was  in  a  marked  degree  afiSected 
in  every  case,  more  or  leas.  Subsnltus  was  common  in  the 
comparatively  mild  cases*— worse,  however,  in  persons  of 
a  strictly  nervous  temperament.  Inability  to  confine  the 
attention,  indifierence  to  surrounding  objects  and  their  own 
condition  was  apparent.  But  little  solicitude  was  manifested 
in  respect  to  recovery. 

9.  Delirium  was  common  in  the  most  cases,  in  some  of 
which  the  patient  would  be  almost  uncontrollable.  In  a 
n^jori^  of  cases  the  patient  was  so  stupid,  that  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  obtain  a  correct  answer  to  an  inquiry.  He  might, 
perhaps,  be  aroused  enough  to  answer  one  question,  but' 
woula  relapse  immediately  into  a  snoring  sleep. 

10.  Deafness  was  almost  unfailing  a^i  to  such  a  degree, 
in  some  cases,  as  to  render  it  difficult  to  make  the  patient 
hear. 

11.  Retention  of  urine  was  an  occasional  source  of  trouble, 
most  common  in  females.  / 

12.  Foigetfulness  of  what  bad  occurred  during  the  disease; 
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#88  common  in  the  severe  eases,  and  in  the  ittlldthe  memoijr 
was  eonAised.  UnconsciousnesB  of  the  lapse  of  time  row 
be  mentioned  in  this  connection ;  and  ifa  fxitient  was  anabto 
to  tt\}  at  any  time  how  long  he  had  been  sidt,  or  conk)  not 
remember  the  day  of  the  week,  the  prognosis  might  be  con- 
sidered as  donbtftil. 

13.  The  rose-eolored  eruption  attended  a  suffideot  mimbi# 
of  cases  to  be  considered  as  diagnostic. 

14.  Subsultus  and  hiccough  also  were  eomfMm-*-the  fov* 
mer  in  cases  of  every  gf«de,  but  the  latter  only  in  the  worst 


In  relation  to  the  jyreralence  of  the  epidemic,  he  eontimiee! 

^e  starch-mill  is  situated  at  the  soHtliem  ettremity  of 
Main-street,  wfaJch  extends  north  and  south.  Crossing  mwi 
street  at  right  arngtes,  about  eighty  rods  north  of  the  mill,  is 
another  street  (Eft.  Clair.)  Then?  is'* ravine  commenoing  si 
the  mill,  which  extends  to  the  N.  E.,  crossing  St.  Clair-streeC 
tkbout  thirty  rods  east  from  the  corner.  In  a  north-west  direc- 
tion from  it  also,  is  a  smalt  stream  crossing  9t.  Clair-streety 
eighty  rods  from  the  corner.  The  man  who  died  from  the 
congestion  of  the  brain  Kved  in  a  north-west  direction  from 
tfie  mill.  Two  or  three  of  his  children  had  the  disease,  one 
of  whom  died,  havh^  all  the  appearances  peculiar  to  it. 
During  the  month  of  November  the  wind  was  mostly  nottk- 
^ast,  carrying  the  effluvium  in  the  direction  of  this  family* 
and  the  smell  was  noticed  more  than  a  mile  west  from  the 
mill.  The  prevailing  wind  after  Winter  set  in,  was  9.  W., 
which  would  carry  the  miasm  in  the  ravine  first  menliooedf 
and  it  was  in  thai  Mrt  of  the  village  crossed  b^  this  ravine 
tfiat  the  majority  of  cases  occurred.  The  first  fatal  ease,  and 
almost  the  first  one  that  occurred  after  the  commencement 
was  that  of  the  youne  lady  who,  after  seventeen  days  from 
the  accession  of  typhoid  symptoms,  was  attacked  with  h«nior' 
ihaee  from  the  bowels,  and  died  in  a  short  time. 

The  sn^ell  of  the  potatoes  was  noticed  Kttle  or  none  itt 
parts  of  the  village  directly  north  fVom  the  mill,  while  N.  S. 
and  K.  W.  it  was  almost  intofembte.    The  subjects  wwa* 

Enerally  young  persons  from  eight  to  thirty  years  of  agOb 
some  instances  whole  fbmilits  wers  aflfeded.  Facts  jtrnj 
be  related  which  would  lead  us  to  consider  the  disease  aa 
contagious.  About  the  time  that  Miss  B.  fthe  young  tadjf 
referred  to)  died,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  K.,  wiio  kved  in  the 
house  adjoining,  was  attacked.  About  the  same  time,  a  rio- 
ter of  Miss  B.  was  attacked  and  dfesd  on  the  temitoeBth-day 
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of  the  dUe»8e,  A  young  lady  (Miss  F«)  who  assisted  in  the 
femiiy  of  Mr*  K-  was  s^tso  taken  sick,  and  reooained  in  the 
binily.  A  son  of  Mr.  K«  was  taken  about  ten  days  after  the 
daoghter,  and  Mrs.  K.  was  attacked  before  the  rest  recovered* 
After  the  younger  Miss  B.  died,  and  previous  to  the  attack  of 
the  other,  the  family  removed  tp  a  house  across  the  street. 
l*he  wife  of  the  man  who  went  into  the  house  Mr.  B.  had  left^ 
was  attacked  about  the  same  time.  Her  husband  also  had 
some  of  the  symptoms,  but  they  were  thrown  off*  Miss  A«, 
who  went  into  the  family  of  Mr.  K«9  after  Miss  F.  was  taken 
sici^  he^n  to  complain  in  about  a  weeL  and  went  home  to 
an  adjoining  town  tei|  milee. distant.  She  had  the  disease 
and  dued.  Threie  or  four  of  her  iath^s  family  were  aft^r* 
WArds  attacked^  and  a  brother  ;diedt  No  other  case^  occurre4 
in  that  neighborhood.  A  sister-in-law  and  niece  of  Mr.  K^, 
who  Had  assisted  considetaUy  in  (he  care  cf  the  sick  in  hb 
fiimily,  had  the  disease  but  in  a  mild  form.  They  resided  on 
Main-street,  out  o^  the  iraqge  of  the  miasmi  and  iprere  pot  in 
Mr.  SJs  house  more  than  one-third  of  the  time*  Mr.  K»  ha4 
some  of  ttie  premonitory  symptoms,  but  the  disease  was  not 
developed.  A  sister  of  Miss  F.  who  was  with  her  about  four 
weeks,  was  attacked  and  went  home.  She  had  the  disease,  and 
a  brotner  who  resided  in  the  family  also  took  it  from  her  and 
died.  A  young  man  who  resided  in  the  family  was  attacked^ 
and  before  he  recovered,  his  Ceithet^hRrho  residea  about  twenty- 
five  miles  south,  came  and  took  him  home.  After  his  arrival 
at  his  father's,  some  of  the  fiimily  was  taken  sick,  and  from 
thence  the  dtsea$e  spread  until  the  whole  household  (the  pa- 
rents and  seven  chilaren)  died;  the  one  who  was  taken  sick 
here,  alone  escapiiuu 

After  the  death  of  the  second  Miss  B.,  her  father,  a  sister, 
and  three  other  members  of  the  family  were  attacked,  and 
had  a  severe  form  of  the  disease.  Many  others  of  the  neigh- 
bors who  had  watched  with  these  &milies,  either  had  the 
disease  or  felt  the  symptoms. 

Some  cases  occurred  in  parts  of  the  village  upon  which  the 
miasm  was  not  wafted  by  the  wind ;  but  in  every  instance, 
we  think,  the  subjects  had  assisted  more  or  less  IP  the  care  of 
tihe  sick  in  the  infected  district.  These  cases  were  of  the 
middle  or  mildest  grade,  and  the  disease  was  not  communica- 
ted from  them  to  others.  Those  who  spent  onljr  part  of  the 
time  with  the  sick  were  affected  much  less,  provided  the  ba- 
lance was  passed  in  parts  not  visitsd  With  the  disease.  Those 
who  washed  the  clothes  used  about  the  sick,  or  devoted  all 
their  time  with  themt  were  most  exposed. 
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Another  fact  is  worthy  of  mention .  The  persons  who  work- 
ed  in  the  mill  until  the  potatoes  that  did  not  rot  were  all  con- 
verted into  starch,  were  not  subjects  of  the  dis^asey  unless  they 
?ient  their  time  when  not  at  work,  in  the  infected  district, 
here  were  a  number  of  families  residing  within  a  few  rods 
of  the  mill,  who  were  untouched.  We  may  infer  from  this> 
that  miasm,  to  produce  any  effect  upon  the  nealth,  should  be 
diffiised  to  a  certain  extent  through  the  atmosphere.  That 
this  idea  is  correct  will  be  shown  by  other  facts. 

In  three  cases  only,  post  mortem  examinations  were  made. 

The  first  was  in  that  of  the  young  lady  first  mentioned. 
There  were  ulcerations  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  in- 
testines, from  the  duodenum  to  the  rectum,  the  deepest  being 
in  the  small  intestines.  The  ulcerated  patches  were  from 
the  diameter  of  two  lines,  to  that  of  a  pin  bead.  The  intea- 
tines|were  found  filled  with  black  blood,  and  before  death  some 
quarts  had  passed  off.  She  might  be  said  to  have  died  of 
haemorrhage,  as  the  other  symptoms  had  not  been  particular^ 
onfavorabte.  She,  it  will  be  remembered,  died  in  December, 
1846. 

The  second  was  in  the  case  of  a  little  girl,  four  years  of 
age,  who  died  in  the  Fall  of  1848.  She  had  had  whoop- 
ing-cough  for  two  or  three  weeks  at  the  time  the  fever  set  in, 
and  her  death  was  caused  by  congestion  of  the  brain.  The 
brain  was  filled  with  blood  and  the  lungs  also  were  consider- 
ably congested.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  small  intes- 
tine was  inflamed  to  a  considerable  extent.  There  were 
smsll  elevated  spots  upon  the  internal  surface  of  the  bowels, 
which  were  of  a  bright  red.  This  case  was  an  interesting 
one,  from  the  fact  that  we  had  an  opportunity  of  examining 
the  condition  of  the  entire  mucous  membrane  at  an  early 
stage  of  the  disease,  which  we  could  seldom  have  done,  as  the 
fever  was  not  a  sufficient  cause  to  produce  death.  There  was 
much  more  disease  than  any  external  signs  indicated,  from 
which  we  might  infer  that  in  all  cases  there  was  inflammation 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent. 

The  third  case  was  that  of  a  youne  man  twenty-two  years 
of  age,  who  died  in  the  autumn  or  1847.  He  had  resided 
during  the  summer  in  St.  Joseph's  County,  and  had  suffered 
while  there  from  a  remittent  fever.  At  the  time  he  was  at- 
tacked with  continued  fever,  he  had  not  recovered  from  his 
former  sicki^ess,  but  was  able  to  be  about  the  streets.  He 
was  not  as  sick  to  appearance  as  many  others  had  been  who 
recovered.     He  died  on  the  22d  day  from  the  time  of  attack . 
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Half-an-hoar  before  bis  deatb,  he  asked  to  be  helped  into  a 
chair,  was  cheerful,  spoke  of  his  hopes  of  recovery,  and  took 
some  food.  He  very  soon  complaiiied  of  a  severe  pain  in  the 
abdomen,  abd  a  deathly  faintness.  .  Stimalants  were  admi- 
nistered, bnt  he  soon  sunk  and  died  in  the  chair.  In  this  case 
there  were  extensive  ulcerations  of  the  small  intestines, 
throughout  the  whole  extent,  about  a  foot  of  the  illeum  was 

Eigrenous,  with  perforations  in  two  or  three  places,  the 
(^  of  which  was  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length.  The  in- 
testmes  were  diseased  through  the  whole  length  to  some 
d^;ree,  presenting  a  livid  appearance,  and  considerable  efiii- 
sion  had  taken  place  in  the  abdominal  cavity.  He  had 
strength  enough  to  walk  across  the  room  within  five  days  of 
death. 


In  the  Di^s.  treatment  of  the  disease,  we  find  nothing  pe- 
culiar, except  that  it  was  such  as  would  have  been  pursued  by 
most  judicious  practitioners.  Tbe  communication  concludes 
with  the  following  paragraphs. 

In  reviewing  the  phenomena  manifested  in  this  endemic, 
we  find  some  tacts  not  hitherto  mentioned  that  are  interesting. 
One  is,  that  miasm  will  follow  the  course  of  streams,  or  the 
lowest  places  in  the  land.  The  smell  from  the  pile  of  pota- 
toes was  very  distinct  alon^  the  course  of  the  stream  and  ra- 
vine mentioned ;  whereas,  m  other  directions  and  localities 
it  was  hardly  noticed. 

Another  fact  was,  that  the  disease  was  most  prevalent  in 
those  parts  upon  which  the  wind  blew  most  constant  at  the 
time. 

Another  still  may  be  mentioned.    It  was  found  that  the 

Sulse  of  persons  in  health  who  had  resided  in  the  infected 
istrict,  was  increased  in  frequency;  in  more  than  one  instance 
being  one  hundred  in  a  minute.  From  this  it  seems  that 
there  was  a  general  predisposition  to  tbe  disease,  though  not 
developed  in  every  case. 

A  variety  of  causes  operated  to  change  the  predisposition 
to  the  disease  itself;  and  those  who  were  most  with  tne  sick, 
and  who  violated  to  the  greatest  degree  the  laws  of  health, 
were  its  subjects. 

Binocular  Microscope. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Physico- 
Medical  Society  of  New  Orleans,  on  Saturday  evening,  2d 
October,  Prof.  J.  L.  Riddell  called  the  attention  of  the  So- 
ciety to  an    instrument  of  his  own  invention  and  manufac- 


tore,  whioh  pfomitn  to  be  of  inCBitnikUe  advantsgis  ift  mi* 
ottMcopic  researches,  especially  in  the  proseculion  of  mioro* 
soopic  natomy  ud  pbysiotogyv 

He  renMurked,  ibsfe  be»  last  year»  contrived,  and  bad  lately 
oomtracted  and  osed^  a  coramaatson  of  glaas  prisms,  to  reo* 
der  both  eyes  serviceable  in  microscopio  obaenration.  The 
plan  is  essentially  as  follows  :--- 

Behind  the  oUsctiTe,  and  as  near  thereto  ae  practicable,  te 
light  is  equally  divided,  and  bent  at  right  angles  and  made  to 
traivel  in  opposite  directions,  by  means  of  two  rectangcdar 
prisms,  which  are  in  contact  bjr  their  edges,  that  are  soniewhal 
ground  away.  The  reflected  rays  are  received  at  a  proper  dis- 
tance for  binocslar  vision  upon  two  other  reota^giHar  prisms» 
and  again  bent  at  ri^t  angles,  being  thus  either  completely 
inverted  for  an  inverted  microscope,  or  restored  to  their  ork;i- 
nal  direction.  These  outer  prisms  may  be  cemented  to  the 
inner  by  means  of  Canada  balsam;  or  left  free  to  admit  of 
adjustment  to  suit  different  observers.  Prisma  of  other  form, 
with  due  arrangement,  may  be  adbatituted. 

This  methodproves,  according  to  Prof.  Rlddell's  testimony, 
equally  applicable  to  every  grade  of  good  leases,  from  Spen- 
cer's best  sixteenth  to  a  common  three-inch  magnifier,  with 
or  without  oculars  or  erecting  eve-pieces,  and  with  ^p'eat  en- 
hancement of  penetrating  and  defining  power.  It  gives  the 
observer  perfectly  correct  views  in  len^h,  breadth,  and  depths 
whatever  power  he  may  employ;  objects  are  seen  holaing 
their  true  relative  positions,  and  wearing  their  real  shapes. 
In  looking  at  solid  bodies,  however,  depressions  sometimes 
appear  as  elevations,  and  xict  versa^  forming  a  curious  illu- 
sion ;  for  instance,  a  metal  spherule  may  afjpear  like  a  g^ass 
ball  silvered  on  the  under  side,  and  the  margm  of  a  wafer  may 
seem  to  ascend  from  the  wafer  into  the  air. 

With  this  instrument  the  microscopic  dissectiQg  knife  can 
be  exactly  guided.  The  watch-maker  and  artist  can  work  un> 
der  the  binocular  eyeglass  with  certainty  and  satisfaction.  In 
looking  at  microscopic  animal  tissues,  the  single  eye  mav 
perhaps  behold  a  confused  amorphous  or  nebulous  mass,  which 
the  pair  of  eyes  instantly  shape  into  delicate  superimposed 
membranes,  with  intervening  spaces,  the  thickness  of  which 
can  be  correctly  estimated.  Blood  corpuscles,  usually  seen 
as  flat  disks,  loom  out  as  oblate  spheroids.  Prof.  R.  asserted, 
in  short,  that  the  whole  microscopic  world  could  thus  be  ex- 
hibited in  a  new  light,  acquiring  a  ten-fold  greater  interest. 


displaying  in  every  phase  a  perfection  of  beauty  and  symme- 
try inaescribable.—7V( 
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Hba$  im  Bkfwhal  lUuoMon.    fihr  JaIi n  H«  SraiHTy 
M.  D.*^To  litncB  to  Pbys&eftl  Bducttftim.    A  Mdf  tQmm»* 

Iqr  wiU  expnesB  all  our'viewfc  cat  (his  impottent  cubJBct.  it 
need  not  oe  objected  against  Bioy  of  the.  ^posilms  tfnl 
thqr  are  ittpraoboable  bjr  the  foor ;  for  low  indeed  arast  that 
fiMttlj  be  finiidi  camot  dooiiirand  aU  the  -oonveiiiBaties  reqvi^ 
site !  PecBOiti  too  poor  for  that,  are  too  poor  to  pay  anr  w^ 
MttiOn  to  any  qjr^tem  of  edacatioD»  Let  tlw  infant  be  mly 
vidwd  with  water,  be|Uiatng  at  the  tenipemtvre  of  aboal 
1M«  Pahrenfaeit,  add  gradual^  indreasing  in  coldness  until  at 
eighteen  uoaths  or  tw6  jreats  it  wtH  be  fcnBd  that  bm  tttk 
bMT  o)ndbiai)r  nvisr  or  pamp  water  with  9ni|>i]mty  at  amj  ash** 
sett.  Let  him  meanwhile  be  treated  in  other  rcfspects  ac- 
cording to  the  excellent  maxims  of  Dewee%  Oomte^  ete. 
At  about  six  years  of  age»  should  hie  heaith  then  be  mode- 
rately good,  let  him  bommenee  in  eariy  Mmmer,  sleeping 
with  hie  windows  up,*  and  oonthMie  to  do  .so  thetioeforwara. 
Let  his  oottch'bo'a  mattress  or  of  her  ^fiwd  b^,  and  let  htm  b* 
as  sli^tly  covered  as  safety  and  ^omfmei  oermit.  When  he 
eommeaoes  going  to  school,  whixlh  shorn  not  be  until  hie 
seyeath  or  eighth  yoar,  Yfbreirllier,  he  would,  if  farif^tj  iigare 
hjxoself  to  t^€d^  if  dull,  to  tqml  his  ecbooImdteSj)  eee'  that 
his  bench  has  a  back,;  and  f  s  sufficieatiy  low<  to  list  his  feeC 
touch  the  ground,  and  that  his  desk  is  as  high  se  the  middle 
of  his  breset.  Do  not  foite  him  to  study  too  long  at  a  time; 
ht  will  see  that  lie  does  not  hurt  hianeiri^  apflHcation  whilh 
he  if  at  it.  (Or  either  no  study  oow  be  too  hard  if  not  pro- 
longed too  far.)  Do  not  control  his  tm$0n(Mt  indinatione^ 
but  let  him  drink  no  Oofiee,  Teft,  or  liquor  $  neither  use  To<* 
bacco  in  aiqr  form*  Let  hioi  early  be  taught  to  walk  weH^ 
run,  leap,  wrestle,  spar,  fenoev  climb,  ride,  row,  and  swimb 
He  should^  be  instructed  in  fishing,  pistol  shooting  and  guu- 
ning^  if  leisure  and  means  fer  these  amusemolits  are  at  his 
disposal ;  and»  when  old  ehouglu  permitted  Id  indulge  him* 
sell  with  them  as  often  as  he  pleases,  saye  in"  study  or  worit 
hours.  If  this  is  perasyered  in  for  a  score  of  years,  you  will 
have  a  9Mm  such  as  yetj  few  men  are  now^-da^  His  taAte 
and  abilities  shouki  be  consulted  about  the  choice  of  a  com«* 
mon  or  classical  education,  and  a  profession.    When  he 

frows  up  he  will  then  havo  a  business  he  likes,  and  devola 
imself  energetically  to  it,  with  the  prospect  of  becomiasf 
distinguished  therein ,  which  no  man  can  be  unless  he  is  fond 
of  his  occupation.  His  habits  will  be  founded,  and  he  will 
be  frugal,  temperate,  hardy,  active,  and  strong. 


Oirb  sMuld  be'tretted.on'lhemime'plaii^  with  due  allow- 
ance  for  the  difference  of  constitutioiiid  strength,  and  th^  deb^ 
tfaiiee  of  their  aex.  But  ^ven  tiiey >  should  not  be  exempted 
froln  leaming.to  swim  and  ride. 

If  these,  oi*  similar  ptinoiplesiwere  carried  cot,  for  BKf 
half  a  dozen  generatiofilB,  what  a  difference  woold  be  pre- 
eented  in  the  appearance  of  out  population  I  Ex^piiiltes'aiid 
*^ne  ladies''  woikld  nio  more  be  aeen^  All  p(»tions  of  tho 
community  would  be  usefuK  Valetiidinarians  would  Tantshy 
for  chronic  diseases  would  expire  with  (heir  lart  possessors. 
It  would  take'  some  time  to  eradicate  hereditarfr  taunts  of  con* 
atitution,  but  we  firmly  believe  they  would  uUimaUly  be- 
come extinct,  ^nd  thA  world  sbon  present  a  race  of  fim^ 
healthy  men  and  women. 

**F#r  baindly  eUeb  an*  (devvrlilititt 
An  bred  in  aid  a  way  w  tJiw  U.V    .'  [ 

•  Our  profession  would  then  rise  in  the  poUio  estimation. 
For,  the  race  of  Hypochondriacs  and  ^'nervous*'  people  beii^ 
eitinct,  and  the  detwkd  consequently  wantine,  the  dduden 
would  die  of  inanition.  Thbmsoniana  wonld  no  more  hill 
men  aetivelg  by  doses  of'  Red  Pepper  ibr  gutro  enteritis— 
(we  '<speak  that  we  do  knbw,")  nor  Homoebpathists  pamveh 

Sr  letting  them  die  of  neglect,  (which  aiso  we  <Hlo  know.'^ 
ydropathists  would  cease  f^m  their  murdera,  and  patent 
inedicines,  ignomnt  pretenders,  and  (Quacks  ffenemlly  would 
disfli[^ar.  Medicine  would  reach  its  ffOMen  age  without 
the  prospect  of  a  brazen  one  to  follow.  Tor,  people  having 
once  experienced  the  blessings  of  health,  would  take  judicious 
mekns  to  continue  healthy.  The  few  acute  diseases  remain- 
ing would  be  easily  treated  in  health^  constitutions.  Lon* 
ffevity  would  increase,  and  without  risk  of  an  over-population; 
for  such  a  course  of  training  would  so  subdue  the  aphrodisiac 
sense  as  to  reduce  the  number  of  conceptions  to  the  proper 
standard,  and  thus  almost  meet  Matherr  views  without  nis 
measures. 

We  firmly  believe  that  such  a  time  will  finally  arrive,  but 
only  wh<en  physicians  become  sufficiently  disinterested  to  ad- 
vise and  insist  on  the  exercise  of  common  sense.  True,  it  is 
easier  to  permit  obstinate  people  to  err  than  to  take  pains  to 
set  them  right.  Every  physician  has  experienced  this.  Yet, 
let  us  rejoice  in  knowing  that  eventually 

"Tnitli  crushed  to  euth  shall  rise  again  ; 
The  atsmal  yaara  of  God  an  hers ; 
But  Error,  wounded,  writhes  in  pain. 
And  dies  among  its  worshippers." 


MiMlhMouii  Mff 
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Medical  ColUge  of  Ohio. — The  88rd  sesBion  of  this  in- 
fltitution  closed  on  the  Ist  inst.  The  class  numbered  161,  of 
whom  49  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicitu.  On 
the  evening  of  the  public  commencement,  the  large  amphi- 
theatre was  densely  crowded,  and  the  exercises  were  received 
with  marked  approbation  bf  the  audience.  Able  addresses 
were  deliveredT  by  John  P.  Poote,  Esqr.,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  Prof.  Edwards,  on  behalf  of  the  Fa* 
cul^.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Strickland,  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
oflSciated  on  the  ocqasion,  and  (^ned .  ijh^  eicerdsea.witb  an 
a]^nropriate  prayer. 

The  following  Candidates  received  the  degree  of  M.  D. 

VAIfSS.  TBBSBS. 

S.  Alexttder,  Ohio— The  Microscope  and  its  application  to  Medical  Scienoe . 
'  J.  P.  Alfordi  Louisiana — Carbon  and  its  Morbid  Ihflnence  in  the  South. 

C.  Betscher,  Ohxo^-Cholera  Epidemica. 

E.  P.  Birdaong,  Ohlo^Acnte  OastritU. 

8.  M.  Boflanbaif er,  Indiana — Labor. 

M.  T.  Carey,  Ohio— Medical  Topography  and  Epidemics  of  Shelbj  Co.,  0. 
'  J.  B.  Cline,  Ohio— ^-Epidemic  Dysentery. 

H.  Cox,  Indiana— Intermittent  Fever. 

T.  E  CJDX,  Indiana^Acntn  Dysentery, 

T.  J.  Cronise,  Ohio— Counter  Irritants. 

J.  B.  Cross,  Indiana — Dysentery. 

C  C.  Davis,  Indiana— Milk  Sickneae. 

O.  E.  Davis.  Ohio— Chloroform, 

C.  Disney,  Ohio— The  Functions  of  the  Liver.  * '      ' 

h  Q.  A.  Foster,  Kentucky-^pasmodtc  A^miL        ^ ' 

R.  £.  FuUerton,  Loniaiani^—Amenorrhffia. 

W.  A.  Frizell,  Ohio— The  Circulation  of  the  Bls^  and  its  Constitu^ts. . 

R.  Gray,  Ohio— Cholera  Asiatica. 

R.  Gri&,  Ohio— Blood-lettinf .  ^' 

&  F.  Hart,  Kentucky-*Menstniation.  ''     "  -    -;      « 

G.  W.  Highlands,  Ohio— Inflammation.  / 

S.  P.  Hill,  Indianar-The  Red  Corpuscles  of,  the  ^ood. 

M.  J.  Hormell,  Ohio— Typhoid  Fever. 

J.  T.  Helm,  Kentucky— Encephalitis. 

H.  W.  Kendall,  Ohio-^Scrolula.  '  .      ^         • 

P.  Kennedy,  Ohio— Acute  Pneumonitis. 

8.  W.  Kincaid,  Kentucky — Enteric  Fever. 

B.  B.  Leonard,  Ohio— Special  Epidemics. 

J.  D.  McQm,  Ohio— Typhoid  Fever. 

A.  W.  McClnre,  Ohio— The  tTse  and  Abuse  of 

T.  W.  McArthur,  Ohio— Spermatorrh<ea. 


J.  ▼.  Malone,  IIHiioit— Intennitteiit  Ferer. 

J.  L.  Hom>w,  Obio— ^neoMton  and  OompraHioB  of  Um  Biiia. 

W.  A.  Olcott,  Indiana— Plethorm. 

J.  Q.  OliTer,  Ohio— Epidemics. 

▲.  a  Patrick,  Viminiar-Rtiolorp. 

W.  8.  Patteraon  Ohio— Angina  Pectoris. 

H.  8.  Rawlings,  Kcntnckr— Paerpsnl  HoaTiilsioiis. 

A.  0.  Shoej,  Olkio— Nntntion. 

J.  F.  amHh,  Xafttackj— PMOMotAu 

W .  H.  Siraaioiia,  Ohio— The  Stomach  and  Indigcsfeia)!. 

J.  0.  Spatk$,  Ohio— HBrnoptyvis. 

7,  W.  gnoondl,  Kmtacktv^Trismas  HMMHtlitti* 

B.  A.  StoekUM^  Oyo— Anthori^rin  MsdiciB*. 
J.  0.  Sunderland,  Indiana — ^Diveptery. 

!B.  S,  Tichcnor,  Ohio— TyphoM  fWer. 
L.  D.  yitwi/tmmd,  Ohio^liie  Stranoiis  fUtAttk^ 
jL  Wllhsnen,  Ofafti— Ei7«%»elatoQS  InHatnmatioa. 
J,  L.  WoodwaidtOhlo-^fipllepsj. 

At  tfa«  satme  titfve.  th^  Ad  iBuniem  fiegNseixn  cdn^md  (Mi 
O.  W.  BoeiTflitler,  M.  t).,  of  Ltoicaflter,  Ohio. 

We  Uel  it  oar  provil^  to  f^jrtbat  t|ie  Session  ipwa 
highly  prosperous  one ;  the  pupils  were  remarkable  for  their 
intelligence  and  devotion  to  their  studies,  and  the  molt  lagt^e- 
able  relafions  wete  sustained  between  them  and  the  Fac^tf . 
We  have  witnessed  no  instance  in  which  a  class  has  manifea- 
ted  more  entire  satisfiiction  ;  and  we  siay  bepermitted  to add^ 
that  the  successful  results  of  this  sessioni  afiord  the  strongest 
assurances  of  future  prosperity.  It  affords  us  pleasure  to  state, 
also,  that  the  present  Faculty  will  remain  in  the  school^  and 
that  the  present  arrangements  will  continue  mudiaDeed. 
«  For  the  information  of  those  not  familiar  with  the  oigaoi- 
sation  of  the  school,  we  append  a  list  of  the  Faculty. 

J.  Cobb,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology  • 

JoHw  Locks,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ohemiftry  and  Phsr- 
macy. 

T.  O.  Edwards.  MT.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics,  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

H.  w.  Baxlbt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Smgery  and  Surgical 
Anatomy. 

Landon  Rivbi,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  tlie 
diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

L.  M.  Lawsoh,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Pathology  and  the 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

The  regular  session  commences  on  the  first  Monday  in 
November.    Fees  to  a  ftill  course  of  lectures,  $90,00. 


m 

TraiuQeiiam  •fike  Fifth  MuHng.-^TkB^  Sixth  Aoaual 
BfeetiDg  of  thU  Aasociatkni  will  be  kueU  nt  the  ci^  <^  New 
Tork,  on  Tmsdaj^  May  M,  1863. 

The  9eoretariet  of  mI  Societiie8»  and  other  befdiea  entitled 
to  presentatioQ  ia  ttiit  Aeaocial&oOy  are  requested  ta  fbrwvd  to 
the  imdenigned  •  correct  Bet  of  their  reflpectiifie  deleaatiooe 
as  8O0Q  as  th^  may  be  appoioled  ;  and  it.  is  deeired  oy  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements  that  theae  appQinbAenta  be  made 
at  as  early  a  period  as  possible. 

The  follwmg  is  an  extract  ftom  Article  IL  of  the  Consti* 
tntiM: 

<<  Each  local  society  shall  have  the  privilege  of  seodiag  to 
the  As8P0iftti,QA  one  detente  for  every  ten  of  its  regular  resi- 
dent members,  and  oq/e  fpr  each  adwional  fraction  of  more 
than  half  this  number.  The  faculty  of  every  regularly  con- 
stituted medical  college  or  chartered  school  of  medicine  shall 
have  the  privilege  of  sending  two  delegates,  l^e  prof^ssioMl 
Staff  of  every  chartered  or  muuicipal  hospital  containing  a 
hundred  Inmates  or  more,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  senmng 
two  delegates ;  and  every  other  permanently  organized  medi- 
cal institution  of  good  standing  shall  have  the  privilege  of  seikU 
ing  one  delegate.^ 

(EDWARD  L.  BEADLB-) 
One  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Am.  Med.  Ahoo. 

4S  Bbedker  street,  N«w  York. 

The  medical  press  of  the  United  States  is  respectfhlff  m- 
quested  to  ccfiy  th^  above. 


Weaiie  happy  to  ackaowkdffe  the  arrival  of  the  tranmh 
Hom  of  the  last  meetiiifl.  T%e  hook  has  reaehed  us  eadj 
enough  to  be  announeea  prior  totke  n€9t  Q»ieet|^  Tae 
Oommittee  of  wibiication  make  the  usual  apology  fot  delay • 
and  we  do  not  wel  oalled  on  taoensaretbem  for  as^  supfoseo 
delinquency ;  but  we  are  clearly  of  opioioa  that  the  Associa* 
tion  should,  in  the  future,  adopt  some  measure  by  which  its 
tmmeactioms  eau  reach,  the  jprotespioa  a(  wbl  earlier  day.  We 
ehaU  Mticetbe  eantwita  or  tb#.  book  at  some^  future  period. 

PfffttrntMif  School  of.  IMifm^. — We  have  received  a 
ciMidar  freot  tba  *<  New  York  Preparatoiy  School  of  Medi* 
omi^''  fxmsk  which  me  learn  that  an  iostitutiou  bearing  the 
ahsiielllle  kMboufc  going  into  opesatiw  in  th/s  city  of  New 
Yodu   Ha  4»l|^ct  it.  to  prsfane!  atodeut^  tboDpHghlyn  Ibr  gra^ 
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duation  in  the  regular  Colleges*  The  year  •will  be  divided  in 
to  two  terms,-— tne  first,  including  the  spring  and  sommcr 
montlu,  will  be  spent  in  lectores,  and  the  second  embracite 
the  time  of  the  college  lectures,  will  be  occiroied  in  exami- 
nations on  the  subjects  taught  by  different  Proressms. 

We  are  disposed  to  regard  this  enterprise  with  great  favor; 
for  while  it  will  much  enhance  the  facilities  of  students  for 
acquiring  preliminary  qualifications  it  will  in  like  proportion 
elevate  tne  standard  of  medical  ^ 


THB  BX-PBINTS. 

The  London  Lancet^  re-published  by  Stringer  and  Town- 
send,  N.  Y. 

The  British  and  Foreign  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  re- 
published by  S.  &  S.  W.  Wood,  N.  Y. 

These  re-prints  are  too  well  known  to  the  profession  to  re- 
quire comment. 

The  Ohio  Stale  Medical  Society. —It  will  be  remembered 
by  the  profession,  that  the  above  Society  meets  in  Dayton^on 
the  first  Tuesday  in  June  next.  We  need  say  nothing  to  our 
readers  of  its  importance,  for  every  one  is  aware  that  it  is  cat* 
culated  to  do  much  for  the  improvement  of  our  profession, 
and  should  be  well  sustained. 

By  a  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Montgomeiy 
Coun^  Medical  Society,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  novel  propo- 
sition has  been  made,  and  we  presume  adopted,  to  give  to  the 
State  Society  two  medals,  in  lieu  of  the  usual  entertainment. 
We  most  cordially  approve  of  the  suggestion,  and  hope  our 
friends  of  Dayton  wiH  adhere  to  the  proposed  arrangement. 
Eveiy  reflectinff  member  of  the  State  Society  must  feel  that 
the  medals  will  be  of  infinitely  more  importance  in  promote 
ing  the  cause  of  science  than  the  most  luminous  entertainment 
for  the  gratification  of  the  ^  union  men.'' 

Summer  Heat  of  1662 — The  followinc^  list  shows  the  ave- 
rage heats  at  the  under-mentioned  places  duiins;  the  summer  of 
lw2.  It  is  taken  from  a  statement  at  Bennetts  thermometer 
manufacturer,  Cheapside,  London:-(Caleutta  and  East  In. 
dies,  82  degrees;  Jamaica  and  West  Indiesj  81;  Turkey, 
Egypt,  and  China,  86;  Tunis,  Pelermo,  and  Bermuda,  88;- 
Lisbon,  Naples,  and  Madrid,  77;  Venice  and  Milan,  78;  Ans. 
tralia,  68  and  78;  England,  from  July  6th  to  the  89th,  91.    ' 


Jtf  tilt9{«e^.*-f  The  following  opinioa  in  relation  to  the  quali- 
ficatibns  of  Midwifes,  will  apply,  probally,  to  nearly  all  those 
of  the  Dnited  States.  We  never  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet 
with  over  on€  at  all  qualified.! 

An  inquest  has  been  hela  lately,  at  Newton  Abbot,  on 
Ih6  body  of  EHza  Lal^  deceased,  in  the  Union  House, 
from  flooding  after  parturition.  She  had  bcien  attended 
W  a  midwife,  who,  although  apparebtiy  able  to  manage  an  or- 
dinary case  of  labor,  was  not  con^petent  to  treat  the  compU<» 
cation  aXpost-partum  flooding,  and  probably  wajB  not  aware  of 
tile  causes  that  induce  it.  When  the  surgeon,  who  was  id* 
timately  sent  for,  arrived,  he  found  the  woman  dyings  pulsa- 
tion leaving  almost  ceased.  -She  soon  afterwards  expired* 
The  jury  strongly  recommended  the  guardians  of  the  Union 
to  employ  surgeons  in  ftiture  to  atiendthe  midwifery  closes  in 
tiie  house. 

•  <  * 

Medical 
pf  Paris,  ^ 
ing  numbers 

cine  and  Surgery,  1337 ;  officiers  de  sante  (an  inferior  grade,) 
179;  pharmaciens,  423 ;  midwives,  277.  From  the  first  of 
January,  1861,  to  Slst  of  December,  1862,  there  died  in 
Paris  39  doctors  of  medicine  ;  in  the  two  previous  years  64 
had  died.  In  tiie  year  just  elapsed,  88  new  practitioners  set 
up  in  the  capital.  This  year's  list  contains  16  medical  men 
less  th^n  the  last.  Thel^irectory  also  gives  the  numbers  in 
the  districts  surrounding  Paris,  and  from  these  statements  it 
would  appear  that  there  is  a  great  disproportion  between  doc- 
tors and  patients.  There  are  in  fact  less  than  600  inhabitants 
fo^  one  medical  man ;  and  when  it  is  considered  how  many 
of  these  a{^y  to  public  institutions^  very  little  is  left  for  indi* 
vidual  practitioners;  U  Union  Medicah  warns  youne  men 
from  settling  in  Paris  as  the  exuberance  of  profession^  men 
is  enormous. 

Ink  for  the  Million. — Under  the  above  head,  we  find  the 
following  directions  for  making  inks  We  have  tried  it,  and 
therefore,  can  recommend  it.' 

^  M    .     Vf.    12  ox.  avordii  est.  Logwood, 

i  oz      '^      Bichromate  Potash, 
6  gal.  water- 

Dissolve  the  ingredients  separately  in  water,  and  mix  them 

together,  and  in  a  short  time  the  ink  will  be  fit  for  use."— 
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Corr^^Hon* — An  impoitaQt  IjFpogcipUcal  enor  ocouTad  in 
Dr«  DawsoD's  report  of  tke  Proceedings  of  tho  GUtrk  Comi. 
if  M«dioai  Societjr.  On  p.  163|  bat  pangc^k  of  tile  artt* 
cle,  read  strumoui  instead  of  '<  stomach.''         m 

ZJ^  InjUKlh  Xmedj/.—^^  Tbe  Pa&and  Pencil"  piojecMia 
bomb  into  Quackdom  in  this  manner. 

<«  Tbe  vera  greatest  achievemeofc  of  thia  inrealm  ma,  in 
the  medioal  line^  is  Dr.  Sptnclnnbera'a  ^  Rodamoatnm  8«k^ 
Kmaled  Haumaliiigittin  PrntematuraTPansgaa/  This  insa^ 
timablt  fluid  it  nol^  eiil(f  a -most  effioacioua. remedy  k»  evm 
class  of  disaaas^  exlenml  aod  internal,  from  a  broken  nedk 
dnrn  to  a  sora  toe,  but  b  aba  the  best  j'i<mtters  poUih  in  &a 
varldi  making  wfatte-|ttne  tabba  and  poplar  bed  steads  look 
csaotly  like  tbe  best  mahogany.  As  a  liouid  blacking  for 
boots  and  shoes,  its  merits  are  universally  acknowledged^  md 
it  is  well-known,  that  chickens,  with  whose  food  it  is  mixedy 
become  surjnrisingty  firt  and  tender.  For  cleansing  tin-ware 
and  pewter,  it  b  perfectly  unrivalled,  and  when  mixed  with 
brick-dust^  it  forms  a  cheap  and  beautifal  red  paint — besides 
being  a  verj^  palatable  and  wholesome  fish-sauce,  and  an  ex- 
cellent substitute  for  breweH^  yeast  in  making  beer-cakes.^ 

DeoMf  .-**Died»  in  London,  Jan.  IMMh,  Jonathan  Pareim. 
If .  D.,  aged  49,  Dr.  Pareira  was  tbe  well-known  author  of 
the  mat  £n^Ksh  work  on  Materia  Meiiea ;  and  a  work  ott 
Faoa  and  Jhei.  Few  phystdaaa  have  died  more  sincerelj 
legrelted. 

Ikaik  of  Dr.  Ckorae  Gr ejfOfy.— Thb  well-known  physi- 
oian  died  on  tbe  86th  instant^  of  disease  of  the  heart  Gb 
had  suflared  for  sometime  peak,  occasionaUy  from  thb  aflrectio% 
and  latterly  waa  the  subject  of  dropsy^  Dr.  Gragory  held  the 
oflke  of  plij|rsician  to  the  SmaU-Poa  Hospital  for  many  ^eai% 
and  had  paid  much  attention  to  that  msease.  Hb  views^ 
however,  m  respect  to  vaccination  were  l^  ao  means  settled, 
and  of  late  had  riven  rise  to  much  controversy.  He  publish* 
ed  an  excellent  elementary  work  on  the  <<  Practice  of  Physic,*^ 
which  had  reached  the  sixth  edition,  and  was  in  much  request 
amongst  students  and  junior  practitioners.  His  work  on  <<  The 
Exanthemata''  did  not  obtam  the  same  amount  of  favor  as 
other  works. 


■"■J 
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Thb  SvccsiarvL  Profaoatioit  of  Medical  Dclvsioks,  has 
6Tor  bean  a  canaa  of  anrpriaa  to  tho  reflacting  portion  of  mankind. 
With  tha  admiaaion  that  thara  t#  a  acienca  of  maclicina,  trua  in 
ita  aaaantial  doctrinaa  and  nilaa  of  practica^  it  will  aaanradly  pro* 
dnca  aurpriaa  in  evaiy  raflecting  mind»  that  ^ny  false  ayatam  could 
by  any  poaaibla  daviaa,  gain  aven  a  temporary  notoriety.  For  if 
thara  be  a  ayatam  in  any  tolerably  degree  competent  to  meet  the 
ezigencea  of  diaeaae  and  accidentt  a  mode  of  practice  leaa  efficient 
mnat,  by  broad  and  OTerwhelming  contraat,  become  its  own  de- 
atroyer ;  and  thna  the  conflict  between  truth  and  falaehood,  when 
aobmitted  to  the  daath*like  ordeal  of  practical  demonatration* 
would  aeem  neoeaaarily  brief  in  duration  and  certain  in  reault 

Metaphyaically,  theae  opiniona  become  poatulatea  too  clear  to 
admit  of  doubt  or  miaapprahanaion  ;  but  in  the  every  day  acenea 
of  real  life,  theae  aaaumptiona  which  are  baaed  on  aoppoaed  hu» 
man  wiadom  and  ability  to  detect  error»  are  not  auatained  by 
the  actual  reaulta.  No  one  will  doubt  the  eziatence  of  a  medical 
acienca,  perfect  aa  tha  frailtiea.and  imperfectiona  of  hunan  wia^ 
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dom  can  attain ;  and  yet*  it  is  but  too  apparent  that  medical 
delusions  do  exist,  and  that  they  compete,  in  no  inaignificate  man* 
ner,  vihh  tnie  and  legitimate  science.  This  being  trae,  there 
must  be  potent  and  persistent  causes  for  the  sustenance  of  error, 
and  some  very  efficient  and  well  managed  means  by  which  indi* 
▼iduals  and  communities  can  be  so  successfully  deluded. 

There  are  two  separate  and  distinct  classes  of  quackery  which 
serve  to  impose  on  the  credulous  and  unsuspecting.  One  is  pre* 
sented  in  the  form  of  nostrums,  and  the  other  in  so-called  ifMtems 
of  practice.  Each  one  has  ita  own  speoial  and  peculiar  macki* 
nery  by  which  success  Is  attained,  and  each  has  a  particular  ele- 
ment in  the  human  character^on  wbitth  it  feeds. 

The  open,  impudent  -  and  .unblaahiag  nntruim  vender,  strikes 
reason  dumb,  and  literally  overwhelms  all  opposition  by  the  moat 
eitravagant  boastfulnesp,  and  unlimited  ^promises  to  cure,  in  each, 
every,  and  all  cases.  N<me  need  despair.  The  hectic  cheek  of 
the  dying  consumptive  11  ipade  to^ew  with  hope,  and  the  slow 
conoding  cancer  forms  no  impediment  to  promises  to  cure.  It  ia 
a  perfect  bomb-skell'System.  It  comes  like  a  clap  of  thunder  from 
an  unclouded  sky,  and  startles  even  the  moat  careful  and  pro- 
found.  And  no  matter  for  results.  Br.  Bang's  dead-shot  pilla 
nay  (ail  to  cure ;  but  then  th^  aaact  paptr  contaioa  indubiuble 
evidence  that  Mr.  SUveiiides'  Cure-all  Symp  never  faUs  And  ao  it 
begins  s^ad  ends.  Broad  and  positive  aaaertmia,  vncoaditional 
pfomisea  to  curo»  and  ^he  rapid  auacass  of  one  crop  afler  asothar, 
constitute  the  elementa  of  sucoeas  in  the  nostrum  nenders* 

So  of.  nostrums — whatj  then  of  the  system  monger  f  His 
course  is  quite  different.  He  doea  not,  like  the  noatrum  tactician* 
throw  in  a  single  aterting  and  stunning  shot,  bot  he-proclaima  a 
TevobUunv-^-Bn  entire  change — something  new,  beautiful  and  InMb 
altogether  unlike  that  which  it  ia  to  aopplaat«  The  magic  lens 
rtform  ia  made  to  ring  its  ten  thouaanda  changes ;  and  by  eontraei 
and  specious  pretences,  a  new  and;  glorious  lyelem  baaed  on'lha 
eternal  trutha  of  natuse,  ia  flauntingly  thrown  out  on  the  popular 
bceese.  Poor  human  natore  wiU  catch  at  glittering  toys  and 
qiecioua  promiaes.  It  ia  a  pan  of  ua,  which  it  ware  wiaer  to  d^ 
plore  than  deny. 

But  it  will  be  aaid,  why  do  these  syetetns  suaoeed  !  If  ftba, 
swrely  the  light  of  truth  must  aoon  diipal  the  darknesa  of  emo» 
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fesa  the  original  Hahnemannic  doctrinaSf  while  a  majorHy  nae  sen* 
aible  doM8.  Whenever  a  violent  disease  is  encountered,  we 
doubt  not  they  employ  medicines  in  doses  sufficient  to  produce  a 
decided  impression. 

Now  in  all  this  we  are  taught  clearly  j^PBigh  this  important 
fact:  that  no  system  of  medicine,  or  pretended  r^ormation^  how- 
ever complete  its  first  divergence  from  the  regular  practice,  has 
erer  been  able  to  maintain  a  hold  on  the  confidence  of  the  public, 
except  by  an  assumption  of  those  very  principles  which  it  had 
sought  to  subvert.  Thomsonianism  could  not  live,  except  by  a 
return  towards  the  regular  practice ;  and  the  Homcsopathic  system 
is  compelled  to  depart,  in  actual  practice,  from  the  declared  doc- 
trines of  the  founder  of  the  sect.  No  illustration  of  the  truth  and 
permanency  of  our  system  could  be  more  conclusive,  and  nothing 
more  clearly  establish  the  duplicity  and  falsehood  of  quackery. 
We  are  here  furnished  with  the  reason  why  faUe  systems  may 
succeed  :  it  is  by  a  great  ootciy  against  the  established  prac- 
tice, an  appeal  to  the  prejudices  of  the  populace,  and  then,  when 
the  public  attention  hns  been  diverted  and  fixed  by  a  novelty,  the 
masters  of  ceremony  quietly  and  stealthily,  under  cover  of  the 
smoke  and  fog  they  have  raised,  return  and  steal  the  weapons  of 
true  science.  Dishonesty  and  cunning  can  accomplish  much  in 
deceiving  those  not  competent  to  judge,  and  can  establish  the 
vilest  falsehoods  as  profound  truths. 

dbciginal  XrttnrrB,  f  00Qt|B  k  €vmmt\Mm. 

Clinieal  Examination  of  the  Urine.  A  Paper  read  before 
the  Cincinnati  Medical  Society^  Feb.  IsL^  1863.  By 
the  President,  John  Loch,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy,  in  the  Medical  Coll^  of  Ohio.  And 
Published  by  request  of  the  Society. 

QetUUnuH  of  th£  CmaiiiM<t  Mtdkal  Soeidy: 

In  takmg  the  seat  with  which  your  partiality  has  honored 
me,  a  seat  to  which  I  neither  aspired  nor  thought  myself 
qualified  to  occupy,  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  emo- 
tions which  I  feel,  not  to  make  my  acknowledgements  for 
the  distinction  which  you  have,  as  I  am  informed,  unanimous- 
ly conferred  upon  me.    I  cannot  but  feel  that  it  were  mote 
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tutting  that  some  pnotiekmer,  learned  in  antkorities,  and 
learned  in  the  eiqierieoce  of  yeare^  and  at  the  same  time  fa«> 
miliar  with  the  minutiae  of  the  varyfine  epidemics  of  daily 
practice,  such  men,  indeed,  as  I  see  are  by  no  means  wanting 
m  this  body,  were  placed  at  the  head  of  this  society.  Indeed 
ffentlemen,  permit  me  to  allude  to  what  you  all  know  and 
feel  that  we  can  scarcely  expect  to  find,  a  better  model  than 
my  yery  gentlemanly  predecessor  in  office.* 

Be  assured  that  I  hold  the  office  at  your  daily  pleasure,  and 
will  leaye  it  quietly  and  willingly,  whenever  I  know  that  there 
is  a  sioffle  dissenting  emotion. 

My  oevotion  is  to  physical  science,  but  I  so  strongly  ap- 
prove of  the  course  oi  professional  improvement  which  this 
society  has' pursued,  that  I  shall  abstain  from  any  movement 
inclining  to  change  its  direction.  A  society  for  mutual  im- 
provement  in  the  knowledge  and  practice  of  the  profession  of 
Medicine  J  seems  to  be  the  acknowledged  motto,  and  while  you 
confine  yourselves  to  this,  yon  cannot  ^  wrong.  The  woria  is 
fell  of  persecution  and  violence,  and  it  is  havdly  possible  not  ta 
take  the  part  of  which  we  conceive  to  be  the  in^redparty«  But 
those  wrongs  in  the  professional  world,  get  nchted  by  a  little 
time  and  patience,  and  although  as  individuals  we  have  the 
ri^ht  of  following  the  dictates  of  our  judgment  and  feelings 
with  regard  to  professional  injuries  yet  as  a  society  it  seems 
to  me  letter  in  onr  official  action  to  avoid  being  used^  by  even 
the  injured.  Let  us  remember  that  we  are  not  a  court  of 
honor  for  the  settling  of  professional  difficulties,  a  species  of 
Quixotism  which  would  soon  destroy  itself  without  rendering 
an3r  service  to  human  happiness.  Almost  every  meeting 
which  I  have  attended  has  been  a  model,  and  the  quiet,  yet 
able  manner  in  which  medical  subjects  have  been  discussed 
has  reflected  honor  upon  our  meinbers,  and  has  lighted  up 
their  countenances  witn  an  expression  of  happiness  growing 
OQt  of  conscious  improvement.  They  have  evidently  felt 
themselves  becoming  wiser  and  happier.  How  interesting 
it  has  been  to  see  the  profession  come  together,  to  confess  their 
tins  in  cases  in  which  they  have  failed  of  success,  and  to  make 
common  stock  of  the  knowledge  of  the  means  by  which  they 
have  been  successful  in  relieving  distress  and  lengthening  life  I 
Row  interesting  it  has  been  to  see  Hie  ^oung  practitioner 
come  forward,  state  a  case  and  the  difficulties,  and  ask  for  in- 
struction, and  how  prompt  is  that  instraction  aflfbrded  by  (he 

•Br.  RielMidk 
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ftKmiiis  of  oQr  clfr^  One  is  inclioed  to  aeir,  is  it  possible  th^ 
all  this  $6  dbiie  iti  the  meridian  of  Cincinnati,  that  city  in  which 
the  profession  are*  supposed  to  be  so  hostile  to  each  other? 
Pernkit  me  to  congmtulale  the  societj  and  say  to  you  go  on 
in  your  good  worlcs'.  Could  the  community  see  and  know 
what  you  are  doing  without  your  parading  it  ostentatiously, 
U  would  tendl  to  restoiie  that  confiaence^  which  I  much  fear^ 
has  been  lost,  not  without  some  jusflcause.  By  indkistry  ana 
true  professional  worth  you  wilt  oyerthrow  diarlatanry  with- 
out  making  the  least  aemoostnition  of  our  attack  up  m  its 
representativeeb^ 

rermit  me  to  change  my  sutject  from  that  of  Natural  His- 
tory, as  proposed,  to  one  more  intimately  connected  with  the 
parctice  ot  medicine.  The  diagnosis  <n  diseases  by  the  cli- 
nical examination  of  urine. 

I  present  this  subject,  not  beoause  I  am  master  of  it,  but 
for  the  two  reasons,  that  it  has  been  so  much  impored,  of 
late,  that  it  presents  itself  almost  as  a  new  branch  of  know* 
led^e,  and  because  it  is  neglected  by  the  profession  though 
not  entirely;  for  one  of  our  members.  Dr.  Buckner,  alluded  to 
some  very  properly  conducted  experiments,  at  our  last,  very 
interesting  meeting.  Our  means  of  diagnosis  of  disease,  are 
too  limited  at  best,  and  even  the  means  which  actually  exists 
are  often  so  partially  used,  that  the  most  mve  errors  are  com^ 
mitted,  both  with  regard  to  the  nature  and  the  locality  of  dis- 
ease. Our  secretary  mentioned  to  me  this  morning,  the  case 
of  a  lady,  who  had  been  treated  for  pleuriqr,  when  the  passage 
of  a  large  number  of  gall-stones  showed  the  disease  to  have 
been  hepatic.  I  myself  knew  a  man  to  have  been  treated 
through  a  lingering  dfecline,  for  disease  of  the  heart ;  when  on 
the  post  mortem,  it  appeared  that  his  heart  and  lungs  wem 
sound,  but  I  took  96  large  gall  stones  from  the  gall  bladder, 
one  being  lodged  in  the  duct,  entirely  obstructing  it,  the  blad- 
der itself  being  distended  with  bile,  and  the  whole  body  deep- 
ly tinged  by  the  same  substance.  Cases  of  error  in  diagnosia 
are  so  numerous^  that  it  is  useless  to  begin  to  enumerate  them. 
Every  pntctitioner  baa  read  the  tales  which  have  been  toM 
by  post-mortem  revelations.  Many,  ver^  many  physicians 
make  a  very  hasty  and  iniperfect  examination  of  their  pa- 
tients, doing  little  more  than  feeling  the  pulse  and  looking  at  the 
tongue,  thinss  which  he  does  so  mechanically,  that  he  wotdd 
not  be  unlikely  to  do  them  if  called  to  a  patient  who  had 
merely  *'  got  a  flea  in  her  ear.'^  A  mathematician  appties 
his  formulsB  so  skillfully  that  when  he  has  reduced  a  prwMm, 
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he  comes  to  an  exact  and  perfect  result.  Bat  what  phjsidaii 
can  see  disease  in  its  troe  and  exact  forms,  throagh  the  dark 
and  imperfect  medium  of  diagnostic  symptoms.  The  che- 
mist can  analyze  a  new  compound,  and  can  olMtain  his  results 
with  all  of  the  exactitude  of  which  the  finest  balance  is 
susceptible,  but  who  can  rest  satisfied  with  his  diagnosis  of  an 
obscure  case.  With  the  doubting  Christian,  he  must  say^ 
<<  Lord,  I  believe,  help  thou  mine  unbelief.'' 

The  fact  is,  that  each  case  of  disease  is  a  problem  of  ve« 
search  in  itself,  and  calls  for  a  physician  to  be  an  acute  phU 
losopher,  who  can  apply  not  only  all  known  means  of  inves- 
tigation, but  that  he  shall  be  skillful  in  observing  all  new  phe- 
nomena, and  drawing  just  conclusions  from  them.  The  counte* 
nance,  expression,  color,  temperature,dryness,  moisture,  touch, 
pulse,  auscultation,  percussion,  local  pains,  color  and  appear- 
ance of  feces;  and  we  may  add,color  and  appearance  of  the  urine, 
and  we  may  also  add,  any  change  of  the  sjrstem  from  its  nor- 
mal condition,  may  be  used  for  diagnosis.  Many  practi- 
tioners inspect  the  fecal  discbarges,  who  pay  no  attention  to  the 
urine,  likely  from  a  prejudice  which  they  have  taken  against 
one  of  the  lowest  classes  of  impostors  wno  pretend  to  vastly 
more  than  can  possibly  be  ascertained  from  the  urine,  and 
at  the  same  time,  have  no  absolute  skill  to  determine  whal 
may  really  be  known  from  that  secretion. 

In  order  to  be  enabled  to  draw  diagnostic  conclusions  from 
the  condition  of  the  urine,  it  needs  a  certain  deme  of  know- 
ledge of  is  chemical  constituents,  at  least  tne  proximate 
constituents,  and  the  simpler  modes  of  experimenting  upon 
the  subject. 

The  first  points  then,  are  to  know  what  healthy  urine  is, 
and  how  to  ascertain  its  deviations  from  what  may  be  consi- 
dered the  latitude  of  its  healthy  standard. 

In  doing  this,  1  must  recur  to  elementarf  principles,  and  al- 
though the  apparatus  is  of  my  own  modelling,  and  th^  de- 
scriptions I  shall  give,  are  from  nature,  and  direct  from  per- 
sonal observation;  yet  I  do  not  claim  for  this  paper,  anything 
more  than  an  attempt  at  instructing  our  society  in  that  which 
has  been  in  general,  already  known.  We  need  a  work,  in 
which  all  normal  conditions  should  be  pointed  out,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  pathological  condition  correspondent  to  them, 
should  be  statea  and  the  treatment  indicated.  No  such  work 
exists,  except  very  partially,  and  I  must  rest  satisfied  with  try- 
ing to  mdie  some  points  of  this  subject  tangible  to  your 
senses. 
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The  examination  of  urine  may  be  divided  into  several  dis- 
tinct manipulations,  as  follows : 

1.  Inspection* 

2.  Actditv  or  alkalinity  by  tests. 

3.  Specific  gravity. 

4.  Inspection  after  standing— Mucus,  &c. 
6.  Heat — Albumen. 

6.  Evaporation. 

7.  Cooling — Urate  of  Ammonia. 

8.  Process  for  Una. 

9.  Process  for  Uric  acid. 
10.  Examination  for  sugar. 

Ist  Inspeeiicn. — As  early  as  possible  after  the  urine  is  dis- 
charged, it  should  be  inspected  by  being  held  up  in  a  clear 
J  [lass  vial  or  beaker*  between  the  eye  and  the  light  of  a  win- 
ow.  In  health,  it  should  be  clear  of  any  solid  material  and 
of  a  light  amber  color. 

2d  Acidity  or  Alkalinity  by  tests.^-The  state  of  the  urine 
as  regards  free  acidity,  can  be  determined  by  means  of  litimus 
paper.     This  paper  may  be  prepared  in  the  following  mannen 

Having  purchased  some  solid  litmus,  4  drachms  to  ^  an 
ounce,  dissolve  it  in  distilled  water,  boiling  if  necessanr,  in  a 
Florence-flask.  Place  the  blue  liauid  thus  obtained,  in  a 
common  saucer,  and  having  preparea  ribbons  of  white  Alter- 
ins  paper,  or  any  clean  white  bibulous  paper,  (printing  paper 
will  answer,)  about  three-fourths  of  an  incn  wide,  draw  them 
skilfully  through  the  liquid  and  lay  them  on  a  frame  of  sticks 
or  netting  of  twine  stretched  over  a  frame,  in  order  to  dry 
them.  If  the  color  be  not  deep  enough,  repeat  the  process  of 
dipping  and  drying.  Take  a  part  of  these  blue  test  papers, 
thus  prepared,  and  dip  them  into  a  solution  of  acid  maae  as 
weak  as  possible  to  chanire  the  blue  to  an  evident  red.  A  few 
drops  of  vinegar  in  a  half  pint  of  distilled  water,  may  be  tried, 
andf  the  acidity  increased  if  necessary,  to  accomplish  the  pur- 
pose. As  acetic  acid  is  volatile,  a  single  drop  of  sulphuric 
acid  in  half  a  pint  to  a  pint  of  water  may  be  substituted. 
These  reddened  jMtpers  when  dried,  are  to  be  preserved  as  tests 
for  alkalinity,  while  the  blue  papers  are  to  be  used  as  tests 
for  acidity.  If  on  dipping  the  end  of  the  blue  paper  into  the 
urine,  it  is  reddened,  the  urine  is  determined  to  be  add.  If 
no  change  is  aflected  on  the  blue  paper,  then  the  reddened 
paper  is  to  be  inserted  in  the  same  manner,  when,  if  the  red 

*A  tumUer  or  HmiUr  glui. 
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eolor  be  chaiued  bick  again  to  blue,  the  niuie  miut  be  pro- 
nounced  cUkaRne.  If  no  change  is  effected  on  either  of  the 
papers,  the  urine  is  neither  alkaline  nor  acid,  under  which 
circumstances,  it  is  termed  ntutrai. 

The  acidity  of  the  urine,  even  in  health,  is  eohtimially 
varying,  and  its  changes  have  a  connexion  with  the  condition 
of  the  stomach.  Dr.  Bence  Jones  eavs:  ^*  I  found  that  the 
urine,  passed  the  longest  after  food,  is  the  moat  aeid.^ 

The  general  law  to  which  the  results  oblamed  by  Dr. 
Jones  seem  to  point  is, — that  as  acidity  ie  entering  into  the 
stomach  to  perform  the  work  of  digestion,  the  aeimy  of  the 
urine  is  diminished,  and  sometimes,  even,  alkannity  is 
produced  ;  but  digestion  being  performed,  and  the  necessity 
of  acid  in  the  stomach  ceasine,  the  acid  ie  then  carried  off  l^ 
the  kidQe]rt,  and  shows  itself  in  the  urtne«  Almott  alwojfi^ 
the  urint  in  health  u  poiiiively  aeUf  and  is  merely  redi;Md 
to  a  minimum  of  acidity  during  digestion,  without  reaching 
aULalinity. 

Ctsii^»<m.— Pnietitioflers  who  have  got  a  reiy  slight  idea  of 
urinary  pathology,  are  apt  to  infer,  that  whenever  the  urine  it 
acid,  they  must  administer  alkalies,  and  whenever  it  is  alkaline, 
they  must  give  acids.  This  erroneous  idea  might  lead  them 
to  change  their  treatment  of  the  same  patient  six  times  in 
on3  day,  while  he  was  at  the  same  time  in  a  state  of  con- 
Cinued  and  perfect  health.  I  refer  the  reader  to  Dr.  H.  B. 
Jones's  **Lectores  on  Animal  Chemistry,  in  its  application  to 
stomach  and  renal  diseases,''  fbr  the  method  of  aetermining 
the  deffru  or  quaniih/  of  acidity  in  the  urine,  in  any  given 
case ;  this  being  done  on  the  general  principle  of  measuring 
the  quantity  of  alkali  (carb.  soda)  found  necessary  to  bring  a 
given  quantity  of  urine,  to  a  state  of  neutrality. 

By  means  of  the  test  papers  above  described,  the  operator 
may  determine  whether  the  alkalinity  ol  a  specimen  ot  urine, 
be  due  to  fixed,  or  to  the  volatile  alkali.  When  the  volatile 
alkali  is  present,  the  blue  color  restored  to  the  red  paper,  will 
disappear  on  drying  and  warming  the  paper  so  as  to  expel  the 
ammonia  which  has  changed  it.  This  distinction  is  impor^ 
ant  in  dia^osis  and  practice.  If  the  urine  be  alkaline,  by  fixedl 
attaK,  mineral  acids,  and  tonics  have  the  best  effect.  But  i 
carbonate  of  ammonia  be  found  in  the  urine,  ob  it%$  dUeharged^ 
inflammation  of  the  mucus  membrane  may  be  inferred. 

Sd.  Tht  specific  gra/riijf  sf  urine,  is  an  element  of  ^reat  im^ 
portance  in  pathology  ;  and  as  it  is  easily  obtained,  it  should 
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flotrceljr  be  omitted.    The  most  readj  way  of  obCaining  the 
specific  gnLvity,  is  by  an  instrument  made  especially  for  the 
psrpose,  called  the  Urinometer.    This  iustrument  can  be 
obtained  of  Mr.  Foster,  Optidan  and  Phil.  Inst.  Maker,  on 
Walnnt  street,  between  Thtvd  and  Fourth  streets,  Cincinnati, 
at  the  price  of  about  one  dollar,  in  a  wooden  case  suitable  for 
the  pocket    It  is  made  of  glass,  and  is  only  a  modification  of 
the  common  hydrometer.    It  is  to  be  dropped  into  the  urine 
after  it  is  perfectly  cold,  (60  ^  is  the  best  temperature,)  and 
tile  point  on  the  scale  of  the  stem,  to  which  it  sinks,  indicates 
the  specific  gravity.    The  scale  is  graduated  from  zero,  (0) 
indicating  pure  water,  upward  to  60,  and  is  figured  at  eveiy 
10  degrees,  as  0, 10,  20,  80,  &c.     But  these  readings  are  un- 
derstood to  have  1000  prefixed  to  them  as  follows  ^— 10  im- 
plies 1010;  20,  1020,  &c.     Twenty,  viz :  1020,  is  about  the 
mean  standard  of  health  ;  while  1030  to  1060,  indicate  the 
presence  of  su^ar,  and  that  diabetes  roelitus  is  the  disease  tm 
De  encountereo,  still   there  may  be  other  solid  materials  in 
solution  in  the  urine,  which  will  increase  the  spedfic  gravity 
to  1030,  or  upwards.    Excess  of  urea  may  ao  this.     The 

Secific  mvity  of  urine  may  be  determined  uy  the  use  of  the 
ousana  grain  bottle,  but  not  with  so  much  facility  as  with 
the  urinometer. 

-  4ih  InsptcHon  after  gianding  far  geveral  hours,  say  12  to  24^ 
•—In  healthy  urinea  there  will  be  a  deposit  of  tne-  mucna 
Itom  the  bladder,  which  is  usually  semi-transparent,  and  ap- 
pearing like  an  undefined  haze  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
vessel.  The  (juantitv  is  variable,  being  increased  by  the 
sNgbtest  irritation  of  the  bladder,  scarcely  amounting  to 
disease.  This  secretion  of  mucus  from  the  Madder,  is  in  thia 
particular,  of  variableness,  not  unlike  the  mucus  secretion 
from  the  nose. 

By  hfj  the  most  usual  deposit,  after  several  hours,  is  that 
of  tne  urate  or  lithate  of  ammonia.  This  appears  as  an 
amorphous  sediment,  varying  in  color,  from  nearly  white,  tm 
a  plain  drab,  reddish  brown,  or  sometimes,  rather  a  briaht 

Sink.  It  can  be  distinguished  irom  most  other  deposits,  oy 
^  le  facility,  with  which  it  dissolves  and  disappears  upon  heat« 
ing,  or  even  warming  the  urine  containing  it,  which  may  be 
accomplished  domestlcallv,  by  means  of  a  spoon  held  over  a 
candle,  or  better,  in  the  labonttory,  by  a  watch-glass,  held 
over  the  spirit  lamp,  by  the  iron  capsule  hereafter  described. 
This  deposit,  urate  of  ammonia,  often  surpervenes^  upon 
slight  disturbances  of  the  stomachy  and  depends,  in  general, 
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on  a  disproportion  between  the  powers  of  the  stomach,  and 
the  food  supplied  to  it.  The  stomach  may  be  in  a  healthy 
condition,  out  food  and  drink,  excessive  in  quantity,  or  unsuita* 
ble  in  quality,  may  be  forced  upon  it,  overtaxing  its  powers, 
especially  if  little  exercise  be  taken  at  the  time ;  |or  tne  food 
and  exercise  may  be  suitable,  and  at  the  same  time,  the 
stomach  may  be  too  weak  to  complete  the  digestion.  In 
either  case,  urate  of  ammonia  will  be  likely  to  exist  in  ex- 
cess, in  the  urine.  Any  condition  which  calls  upon  the  kid- 
neys to  abstract  from  the  system  an  excess  of  nitrogonized 
material,  may  develope  urate  of  ammonia.  Hence,  a  slight 
check  of  perspiration,  by  stopping  the  cutaneous  outlet  of  ni- 
trogenized  matter,  and  tbrowmg  it  upon  the  kidneys,  is  often 
followed  by  excessive  deposites  of  urate  of  ammonia*.  As 
urate  of  ammonia  and  urate  of  soda  both  contain,  of  course, 
uric  or  lethic  acid,  they  are  included  by  Dr.  Bird,  under  the 
head  of  the  uric  acid  diathesis.  As  urate  of  ammonia  is  the 
most  common  of  the  urinary  deposits,  so  it  is  that  concerning 
which,  most  errors  are  committed  by  practitioners. 

When  it  is  lieht-colored,  it  is  not  unlrequently  mistaken  for 

Ens,  and  especially  when  the  urine  is  discharged,  assometimea 
appens,  loaded,  almost  thick  with  this  deposit.  From  pus 
it  is  immediately  distinguished  by  its  solubility  by  heat. 
When  of  a  red  color,  it  is  mistaken  for  the  *^  lateritious  sedi- 
ment," <^red  sand,"  or  uric  acid.  From  this  also,  it  is  dis- 
tinguished by  its  solubility  by  heat.  Lithic  acid  crystals 
sometimesaccompany  urate  of  ammonia,  and  when  this  is 
the  case,  those  crystals  can  be  seen  by  dissolving  the  cloud  of 
urate  of  ammonia  by  heat,  or  by  allowing  the  red  sand  to  set- 
tle to  the  bottom,  which  it  naturally  ^oes,  and  decanting  care- 
fully the  other  deposites,  proceed  to  wash  the  crystals  with 
water ;  allowing  them  to  settle  at  each  washing,  and  decant- 
infl  the  fluid,  carefully  preserving  the  sediment.  The  term 
**  prickdust  sediment,"  gives  a  wrong  idea  of  the  crystals  of 
uric  acid,  except  as  regards  color.  <*  Red  sand,"  is  a  better 
term,  for  like  sand,  it  is  heavy,  gritty  and  insoluble ;  but  un- 
like sand,  the  grains  are  mostly  elongated,  sharp  pointed. 
q>icular  crystals,  the  form  of  which  can  be  seen  by  the  naked 
eye,  or  by  a  single  lens  of  2  inch  focus. 

A  popular  error  in  practice  is,  that  whenever  there  is  a  de- 
posite  of  urate  of  ammonia,  the  practitioner  proceeds  to  ad^ 
minister  alkaline  remedies. 
With  regard  to  the  use  of  alkaline  remedies,  the  language 
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of  Dr.  H.  B.  Jones  is  singularij  clear  and  forcible.*    I  quote 
his  remarks  entire : 

**  The  first  test  to  be  used  is  litmns  paper.  The  question 
yon  ask,  is — ^what  is  the  state  as  regards  asciditjr — not  as  re- 
gards the  quality  only,  but  as  to  the  quantity?  Is  it  too 
much,  or  too  little  acid  ?  Litmus  paper  cannot  fully  answer 
this  question.  It  can  tell  whether  the  urine  is  ammonical, 
or  alkaline  from  fixed  alkali,  or  contains  little  or  much  acid, 
but  it  cannot  tell  whether  the  acidity  is  more  than  it  should  be. 
Simple  inspection  of  the  urine,  is  able  to  solve  this  question 
and  that  better  than  any  other  mode,  whatever.  There  cannot 
be  an  excess  of  free  acid  in  the  urine,  without  the  uric  acid 
being  set  free ;  though  this  often  requires  many  hours  to  crys- 
talise  out.  If  then,  you  wish  to  know  if  the  urine  is  too 
acid,  you  must  leave  the  vial  to  rest  for  twenty-four,  and  some- 
times ninety-six  hours ;  and,  if  there  be  too  much  acio,  red 
crystals  of  uric  acid  will  be  distinctly  seen  adhering  to 
its  sides,  or  deposited.  The  microscope  may  tell  you 
quicker,  but  it  will  not  tell  you  more  surely  than  the  naked 
eye.  Whatever  the  degree  of  the  redklening  of  the  litmus, 
or  the  amount  of  the  urate  of  ammonia  sediment,  you  cannot, 
with  truth,  speak  positively,  of  an  excess  of  acid  being  present, 
unless  you  see  unc  add  crystals ;  and  it  it  only  when  fru 
add  ie  presentf  in  the  urine^  thai  alkaline  remedies  are  ab^ 
eoluieljf  necessary.*^ 

Instead  of  giving  alkaline  remedies  for  the  appearance  of 
urate  of  ammonia  m  the  urine,  it  would  be  more  rational  to 
consider  the  cause  of  this  deposit,  excess  of  nitrogenized  matter 
in  the  blood,  and  remove  it.  If  it  be  from  indolence  and  ex- 
cess of  animal  food,  enjoin  exercise  and  temperance;  if  from 
dyspepsia,  apply  the  proper  remedy^ ;  if  from  fever  or  inflam- 
mation, in  wnich  the  nitrogenized  tissues  are  being  absorbed, 
and  carried  out  of  the  system  by  the  kidneys,  cure  the  fever. 

Put. — Purulent  matter,  besides  bein^  distinguished  from 
urate  of  ammonia,  by  insolubility,  by  neating  the  urine  in 
which  it  is  found,  is  still  further  identified  by  allowing  it  to 
subside,  decanting  the  supematent  urine,  and  heating,  it  when 
some  decree  of  coaptation  will  ensue.  The  sediment,  the 
supposecTpus  itself,  is  to  be  treated  with  a  solution  of  caustic 
potasa,  wnich  will  dissolve  it  into  a  transparant  ropy  fluid. 

PAojpAa/e«.— The  earthy  phosphates,  when  present  as  a 
sediment,  are  insoluble  by  heat,  but  are  soluble  m  ascetic  or 
nitric  acid. 
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Blood  Globules. ^^Theae J  when  fresh,  are  disti&gutshed  bj 
their  red  color,  and  by  their  form,  as  seen  under  we  mioro* 
icope.  Sometimes  it  is  necessary  to  allow  them  to  settle  into 
a  stratum  before  their  character  can  be  well  determined. 
Hematuria  points  either  to  Bright's  disease,  or  to  calculi  ia 
the  kidney,  yet  it  is  obvious  that  ulceration  or  accidental 
lission  of  any  parts  of  the  urinary  pasaagpes  may  lead  to  a 
discharge  of  blood,  aad  the  diagnosis  must  be  made  up  from 
all  ^  circttmstanoes  of  the  case. 

MIOBOSCOPIC. 

SpermaiaiSoa.'^Their  detection  requires  a  microscope  with 
an  acromatic  lens,  with  a  focus  not  more  than  one*eighth  of 
an  inch  in  leneth. 

Oxalate  of  Xime.-^Oxalate  of  lime  cnrstals,  indicative  of 
0ialuria,  are  found  mostly  in  the  form  or  minute  microscopic 
octohedrjL*  at  the  bottom  of  the  vessel  in  which  the  urine  has 
been  sometime  standing.  These  crystals  may  be  simulated 
by  octohedral  or  cubical  crystals  of  muriate  of  soda.  But  the 
distinction  is  readily  made  by  transferring  the  crystals  to  water^ 
where  the  muriate  of  soda  is  immediately  dissolved,  while  the 
i^iystals  of  oxalate  of  lime  are  quite  insoluble. 

6th.  Heat — Albvmen  -*-Itis  presumed  (hat  albuminous  urine 
is  seldom  or  never  so  highly  dutrgad  with  the  material  as  to 
be  viscid  like  the  white  of  an  egg,  or  even  the  senim  of  the 
blood.  Albumen  in  urine  is  coagulated  either  by  heat  or  by 
nitric  acid.  To  avoid  certain  &laoies,  the  operator  should  re- 
peat the  experiment  with  each  of  these  agents.  Thealbumen 
may  vary  in  quantity,  from  that  whidi  produces  by  heat,  a 
mere  opalescence  to  that  which  causes  a  solidification  ap* 
preaching  the  consistence  of  hard  boiled  white  of  egg.  Albu<» 
minous  urine  is  a  characteristic  of  Bright's  disease  of  the  kid* 
neys,  but  it  may  occur  in  odier  diseases,  especially  if  it  be 
accompanied  by  pus. 

6ih.  JEvaponUton. — Urea.— If  urine  is  to  be  evaporated 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  urea,  the  prooess  should  be 
conducted  over  a  water-bath,  never  allowii^  it  to  boil. 
The  tin  capsules  described  in  this  paper,  containing  about 
1,000  grs.  of  urine,  and  placed  over  the  water-bath  ofthe  lit> 
tie  furnace,  answer  well  for  heating  and  concentrating  urine, 
but  they  should  never  be  used  where  acid  re-agents  are  to  be 
ap{diecL  When  this  is  to  be  done,  the  materialshould  be  first 
transferred  to  glass,  as  into  a  watch  crystal. 


*An  octohedron  ii  a  lolid  of  8  lidM,  beiof  two  foor^idad  pymnida,  muted 
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The  chief  object  of  concenimtiiig  the  urine,  is  forlbe  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  the  Quantity  of  urea.  If  the  urine  have  a 
aigh  Bpecific  gravi^»  it  should  be  ev^>orated  to  about  one-half 
its  bulft ;  if  it  oe  watery,  and  of  low  specific  gnmty,  it  should 
be  concentrated  still  further.  If  on  cooling,  there  be 
much  sedimedt,  it.  should  be  filtered  through  thin  muslin.  To 
the  dear  liquid  thus  obtained,  add,  when  cold,  about  one4hird 
of  its  bulk,  1^  pure.nilric  acid,  which  answers  best,  if  it  be 
white,  and  clear  of  red  fumes,  at  the  same  time  stirring  the 
mixture  with  a  glass  rod,. or  a  splinter  of  window-glass.  If 
possible,  the  liquid  shouki  be  made  ice  cold,  after  tbiA  mijcture. 
The  nitrate  of  urea  will  ciystalize  in  minute  pearly  scales, 
sometimes  clustering  themselves  in  mnules.  I  generally  oot^ 
duct  this  process  in  a  large  watch-gpTass,  standing  on  a  piece  of 
ice.  After  a  sufficient  time  has  been  allowed  for  cooling 
and  for  perfect  crystalization,  the  superabundant  liquid  may 
be  decanted,  ushrg  astripof  glass  to  restrain  the  crystals  from 
running  off.  After  this  draining,  the  crystals  maybe  thrown 
upon  a  piece  of  filtering  or  blottine  paper,  laid  on  window- 

Slass,  cooled  by  ice  underneath,  ana  be  again  more  completely 
rained,  by  inclining  the  plate.  It  should  be  finally  dried,  by 
enfolding  it  in  blotting  paper,  and  pressing  it  closely.  All  of 
these  operations  should  be  concluded  rapidly,  with  strict  atten- 
tion to  Keeping  the  materials  ice  cold,  otherwise  the  crystals 
of  nitrate  of  urea  will  vanish  hv  solution.*  It  is  best  not  to 
evaporate  the  urine  more  than  trom  one-half  to  one-third  the 
bulk,  or  the  nitrate  will  be  highly  colored.  In  order  to  ob- 
tain this  nitrate  as  white  as  possible,  it  should  be  washed  by  a 
small  quantity  of  ice  cold  water,  after  draining,  and  before  en- 
folding in  the  absorbent  paper.  Thus  procured,  nitrate  of  urea 
is  a  beautiful  article,  almost  white,  and  with  so  high  a  pearly 
lustre,  as  to  approach  a  silver  bronze.  The  crystals  are  in 
minute  scales,  and  when  pressed  in  a  thin  layer  upon  paper, 
exhibit  a  softened  or  selenite  metalic  lustre.  If  the  quantity 
of  the  urea  be  sought  after,  the  nitrate  should  be  dried  in  a 
moderately  warm  place,  and  weighed ;  allowing  48  parts  of 
pure  urea,  to  every  hundred  parts  of  the  nitrate.^  But  no  at- 
tempt should  be  made  to  dry  the  nitrate  by  a  heat  strong^ 
than  can  be  borne  by  the  hand,  without  pam.  If  it  shoulobe 
desirable  to  procure  the  pure  urea,  add  carbonate  of  potassa  to 
the  nitrate,  and  decompose  it,  forming  nitrate  of  potassa,  and 
freeing  the  urea,  which  may  be  dissolved  out  by  not  alcohol. 

•CoM  mU-WHltr  totf  be  saliititatsd  in  the  ict.  fDv.  BM.  • 
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The  alcohol  being  evaporated,  the  urea  will  remain  in  Ins- 
trous  silky  crystals. 

Mr.  Alexander,  now  an  M.  D.»  of  the  Medical  College  of 
Ohio,  then  a  papil  of  Prof.  Lawson,  after  receiving  instmc* 
lions  in  the  manipalations,  succeeded  in  procuring  several  fine 
specimen  results  in  the  analysis  of  urine.  Amongst  other 
tnings,  he  showed  me  some  superior  ciystals  of  nitrate  of 
urea,  one  of  which,  under  the  microscope,  was  so  instructive 
in  reference  to  the  ciystalization  of  that  substance,  that  I  im- 
mediately made  a  sketch  of  it.  The  outlines  of  this  crystel 
are  all  parallel  to  the  sides  of  an  equilateral^  triangle.  The 
crystal  itself,  is  an  irregular  hexagon,  but  with  every  angle 
either  60  ^  or  120  ^ ,  and  although  the  lines  which  formed  tne 
figure,  are  14  in  number,  they  have  only  three  directions.  See 
the  figure  below. 


cETrrAL  or  rnnuLtm  ov  ueia. 


9th.  Process  for  Uric  Add. — The  quantity  of  uric  add  in 
human  urine  is  comparatively  small,  usually  not  over  one  part 
in  a  thousand.  Gently  warm  about  an  ounce  of  urine  pour, 
it  into  a  conical  wine-glass,  in  which  a  few  drops  of  muriatic 
acid  have  been  previously  placed.''  In  twelve  to  24  hours, 
very  small  brown  ciystafs  will  be  seen  floating  on  the  surface, 
resting  on  the  sides,  and  settling  to  the  bottom  of  the  glass. 
By  dexterous  agitation  these  may  all  be  collected  at  the  bot- 
tom, as  a  mass  of  red  sand,  and  the  supernatant  liquid  may  be 
decanted,  and  the  crystals  may  be  washed  by  aming  water, 
agitating,  and  allowmc;  a  little  time  for  subsidence,  when  the 
water  may  be  decantea.  A  drop  of  the  water,  containing  these 
crystals,  should  be  placed  on  a  slip  of  glass,  or  in  a  watch- 

flass,  and  examined  by  the  microscope.    The  acid  will  then 
e  seen  mostly  in  elongated  spieulae,  or  stars,  and  sometimes 
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in  square  or  rhombic  (diamond-shaped)  plates.  This  acid  is 
the  true  <^  red  sand''  or  gravel.  Without  a  microscope,  it  can 
be  distinguished  by  its  reddish  color,  its  hardness,  insolubility, 
and  by  its  weight,  by  which  t  settles  so  much  like  sand,  and 
may  be  washed  so  perfectly  clean.  It  is  a  little  more  satis* 
factory  to  see  a  larger  quantity  than  is  afforded  by  a  wineglass 
full  of  urine,  and  I  have  often  prepared  it  in  a  Florence  flask, 
two-thirds  full  of  urine,  by  adding  30  drops  of  muriatic  acid, 
mixing  thoroughly  by  agitation,  and  allowing  it  to  stand  two 
or  three  days  in  cool  weather,  with  occasional  slight  agitation 
towards  the  last,  in  order  to  collect  the  crystals  at  the  bottom- 
Birds  and  serpents  discharge  their  urine  and  their  feces  by 
a  common  orifice,  their  urine  being  of  a  tolerably  solid  con- 
sistency, of  a  white  color,  and  consisting  of  urate  of  ammo* 
nia.  To  procure  uric  or  lithic  acid  the  white  urine  of  a  large 
serpent,  the  Boa  Constrictor  for  example,  is  boiled  with  a  so- 
lution of  potassa  until  the  urate  of  pottassa  is  formed,  which 
may  afterwards  be  decomposed  by  adding  muriatic  acid,  and 
thus  precipitatii^  the  uric  acid.  This,  it  will  be  recollected, 
is  the  acia  which  is  sometimes  precipitated  spontaneously  in 
the  kidneys  or  in  the  bladder,  giving  rise  to  what  is  popu- 
larljr  called,  '^  the  mtvel,"  a  condition  which  calls  for  the  ad^ 
ministration  of  alkaline  remedies,  according  to  the  above 
quoted  passa^  from  Dr.  B.  Jones. 

10.  Examination  for  Sugar. — Diabetic  urine  has  usually 
a  high  specific  gravity,  but  this  may  be  caused  by  an  excess 
of  urea.  Several  tests  are  given,  in  the  standard  works  on 
the  sui  iect,  for  detecting  suffar  in  urine.  After  repeating  seve- 
ral of  the  processes  given,  I  am  better  satisfied  with  a  test  per- 
haps the  most  ancient,  and  certainly  one  of  the  most  simple.  I 
mean  the  fermentation  test.  Take  a  few  ounces  of  the 
suspected  urine,  add  a  little  yeast  to  it  and  expose  it  at  a  tem- 
perature between  60  and  100  degreess  Ft.,  in  such  a  manner 
that  if  fermentation  ensues,  and  carbonic  is  evolved,  it  will  be 
collected.  The  most  simple  arrangement,  is  to  fill  a  long  four 
OK.  vial  with  the  urine  and  the  yeast,  and  inverting  it  in  a 
sauser,  having  already  a  little  urine  or  water  in  it,  support  it 
uprightly,  by  any  convenient  means,  and  leave  it  exposed  to 
the  temperature  already  named,  60  ^  to  100  ^  •  If  sugar  be 
present,  in  about  three  hours  small  babbles  will  be  seen  accu* 
mutating  aboot  the  yeast,  and  they  will  gradually  escape  and 
rise  to  what  is  now  the  upper  end  of  the  vial.  Authorities 
say  that  there  will  be  a  cubic  inch  of  carbonic  acid  gas, 
evolved,  for  every  grain  of  sugar  in  the  urine.    It  is  evident 
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hat  in  the  above  arrangement,  with  the  inverted  vial,  as  booh 
as  the  gas  begins  to  accumulate,  it  displaces  a  portion  of  the 
urine  into  the  saucer  from  which  no  gas  can  afttrwartls  be 
collected.  To  obviate  this,  an  apparatus  may  be  adopted,  con- 
sisting of  a  short  bottle,  to  which  a  tight  cork  with  a  bent  tube 
is  adopted,  the  tube  terminatiu^  openly  underanother  bottle  or 
small  receiver,  inverted  wilh  its  mouth  under  water  in  the 
ordinary  manner  of  coI> 
lecting  gases,  as  in  the 
annexed  Bgure,  in  which 

V,  represents  the    vial  * 

containing  the  urine  and 
the  yeast ;  T,  the  tum- 
bler or  beaker  glass, 
containing  water,  and  U 
the  tube  or  long  vial,  as 
the  receiver  for  the  gas 
generated.  The  tube  U 
may  be  supported  by 
corks  wedged  between 
it  and  the  tumbler,  or 
by  any  other  convenient 
means.  By  this  arrange- "y 
ment,  the  result  may  t>e 
made  quantitative  by 
measuring  the  quantity 
of  carb.  acid  producea. 
In  my  own  experiments 

on  unne,  to  which  a  weigh^«  ^.„~.».j  ».  f,—t~  ^»f,~~.  u»  «.dn 
purposely  added,  although  I  have  always  procured  carbonic 
acid,  I  have  never  obtained  so  much  as  the  authorities  have 
indicated. 

Apparatui  Required  Jbr  the  Clinical  Examination  of 
Urine. — In  the  course  of  Lectures  on  Chemistry  in  the  Medi- 
cal College  of  Ohio,  for  the  session  of  1863  ana  3.  I  was  de- 
sirous of  putting  into  the  hands  of  the  Medical  Students  sudi 
instruments  as  would  enable  them  to  repeat  most  of  the  im- 
portant experiments  on  urine  and  blood  at  their  own  roomi^ 
where  they  would  be  compelled  to  perform  their  own  maoi- 
pnlations,  and  thus  become  masters  of  the  subject.  After  seve- 
ral trials  I  devised  the  following  instruments,  which  answers 
not  cnly  the  purpose  proposed,  but  may  be  used  for  a  great 
variety  of  chemical  experiments. 

Ist.  A  small  furnace  and  watM*  bath.     For  this  purpose  an 
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apparatus  already  in  the  market,  under  the  name  of  the  Nurse- 
lamp,  with  some  new  additions,  answers  well.  It  is  com*- 
moniy  made  of  tin,  and  may  be  had  for  about  76  cents  includ* 
ing  the  cylinder,  the  spirit  lamp,  a  steam  bath,  or  water  boi* 
ler,  and  a  smaller  tin  vessel  to  use  over  the  water  bath. 
These  are  all  made  of  tin,  and  will  answer  the  purpose 
when  carefully  used,  but  are  liable  to  be  unsoldered  if  the 
boiler  get  empty  of  water,  or  if  the  lamp  wick  gets  too  high, 
tod  the  spirit  in  the  lamp  gets  to  boiling,  and  fills  the  whole 
aflair  with  the  flame  of  alcohol.  This  accident  calls  upon 
one  to  envelope  the  whole  furnace  in  a  woUen  cloth,  or  in- 
deed in  anv  cloth  which  may  be  seized  at  the  moment. 
From  the  liability  to  be  unsoldered,  a  nurse  lamp,  made  en- 
tirely  of  copper,  brazed  together  is  preferable.  Two  pieces  of 
additional  apparatus  sometimes  furnished,  are  also  convenient, 
a  little  tea  kettb  about  four  inches  in  diameter,  and  a  glass 
or  earthen  cup,  to  be  used  over  the  water  bath.  The  dimen- 
sions of  this  nurse  lamp,  are  about  eight  inches  high,  and  four 
inches  in  diameter,  with  a  boiler  four  inches  in  diameter  at 
top  and  three  and  a  half  at  bottom,  three  and  three-fourth 
inches  deep,  having  a  shallower  cup,  the  evaporator,  two  and  a 
fourth  deep,  to  fit  into  it  at  the  top,  in  order  to  hold  things  to 
be  submitted  to  the  water  bath  heat.  The  glass  or  earth- 
en vessel  should  be  similarly  shaped,  and  is  used  in  the 
same  place.  These  vessels  are  furnished  with  a  cover  like 
that  01  a  coffee  pot,  and  may  be  used  for  making  any  kind 
of  infusion  requinng  the  heat  of  the  water  bath. 

The  spirit  lamp  should  be  two  and  three  fourth  inches  in 
diameter,  and  two  inches  high,  with  a  wick  tube  nearly  one 
inch  high  above  the  lamp.  The  door  of  the  cylinder  for 
receiving  the  lamp  shoulcl  be  three  inches  square.  I  have 
omitted  to  mention,  that  besides  the  lamp  door  in  the  cylin- 
der, there  should  be  two  air  holes  three-tourth  inches  in  di- 
ameter about  one  and  three-fourth  inches  below  the  top  of  the 
cylinder. 

2.  Besides  these  things  which  are  usually  furnished  with 
the  nurse-lamp,  I  have  added  several  tin  dishes  four  and  one- 
fourth  inches  m  diameter,  and  "  raised'^  or  rather  de^ssed 
three-fourths  of  an  inch,  like  a  watch  glass  or  saucer.  Indeed 
each  one  is  an  inverted  coffee-pot  cover  without  its  soldered 
rim.  They  are  furnished  at  the  tin  furnishing  stores  at  20 
cts.  per  dozen.  These  are  to  be  used  as  evaporators  over  the 
water  bath,  where  glass  or  earthen  evaporators  may  be  snb- 
t  itnted.    A  neat  procelain  saucer  becomes  aa  eiegaot'evapa- 
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rating  vessel  over  the  boiler  of  the  nurse-lamp.  Some  of  the 
above  tin  capsules,  may  have  holes  cut  through  them  in  the 
middIe,^from  one  to  two  inches  in  diameter,  when  they  be- 
come holders  for  large  watch  crystals  to  be  used  over  the 
boiler  as  evaporating;  vessels. 

3.  The  Crystal  Holder.  This  is  made  of  Russian  sheet 
iron,  and  consists  of  a  circular  part  two  and  a  half  inches  in 
diameter,  and  *^  raised''  or  dished  by  hammering  one-fourtk 
of  an  inch  deep,  and  a  handle  like  a  spoon  handle  two  and  a 
half  inches  long,  and  about  one  inch  wide  made  of  one  and 
the  same  piece  of  iron.  The  object  of  this  instrument  is  to 
be  enabled  to  hold  a  watch  crystal  placed  in  it  over  a  lamp 
or  candle  for  boiling  or  evaporating.  The  watch  ciystd 
held  naked  over  a  lamp  or  candle  is  apt  to  be  broken,  bat 
when  held  in  this  iron  holder  it  is  protected.  The  bowl  or 
dish  ol  the  holder  should  be  a  little  flatter  than  the  crystal  to 
be  held,  in  order  that  the  ciystal  may  touch  in  the  centre  only, 
thus  communicating  the  beat  to  the  centre,  where  it  is  cover- 
ed by  the  liquid,  and  not  to  the  circumference,  where  it  is  drj 
and  will  become  so  hot  that  when  the  liquid  boils  up  upon  it 
the  glass  will  be  broken. 

4.  The  urinometer. 

6.  The  glas  tube  capable  of  receiving  the  urinometer  when 
in  Use. 

6.  A  small  thermometer. 

7.  Several  chemical  reagents  such  as  i 

Bed  Litmus  paper ; 
Blue  Litmus  paper ; 
Muriatic  acid ; 
Colorless  nit.  acid ; 
Caustic  potaasa. 

8.  A  small  accromatic  microscope  is  desirable,  but  much 
can  be  done  without  it. 

As  was  intimated  at  the  coromencenient  of  this  paper,  it 
was  not  my  intention  to  describe  the  diseases  of  which  the 
abnormal  conditions  of  the  urine  are  the  diagnostic  symptoms. 
My  purpose  is  answered,  when  I  enable  the  physician  to  exa- 
mine the  urine  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  ascertain  with  accu- 
racy its  characters,  and  t'^  identify  its  deposits  with  scientific 
discrimination.  The  Society  are  referred  to  the  standard 
works  on  the  practice  of  medicine,  for  the  pathology  and 
treatment  whicn  will  be  intelligible,  only  when  the  "  clinical 
examinations''  have  been  properly  concfucted.  I  have  omit- 
ted any  remarks  on  ihe  detection  of  the  common  inorganic  salts 
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of  the  urhie,  such  as  the  sulphates,  muriates,  phosphates,  &c., 
of  soda,  potassa,  lime  magnesia.  These  majr  be  exhibited 
by  the  usual  chemical  tests.  The  whole  mass  of  inorganic 
salts  or  the  fixed  salts  of  the  urine  may  be  obtained  altogether 
by  boiling  down  the  urine  to  dryness,  and  urging  the  heat  to 
redness,  by  which  all  the  oiganic  matters  are  charred.  It  is 
not  necessary  that  the  black  s{x>ngv  mass  of  charcoal  should 
be  burned  out;  for  if  the  charring  be  complete  the  salts  may 
be  removed  by  filtering  water  through  the  pulverized  mass. 
The  clear  lixivium  yields  by  evaporation  clean  white  crysta- 
line  salts. 

Oxaluria  is  a  disease  or  a  symptom  of  disease  so  lately  dis- 
covered, and  has  been  so  graphically  described  by  Dr.  Bird, 
that  I  am  tempted  to  quote  the  following  passage  from  his 
work.    He  says: 

<<  Persons  afflicted  with  the  form  of  the  disease  referable  to 
this  class,  are  generally  remarkably  depressed  in  spirits,  and 
their  melancholy  aspect  has  often  led  me  to  suspect  the  pre- 
sence of  oxalic  acid  in  the  urine.  Sometimes  a  peculiar  lurid 
greenish  hue  of  the  suiface  has  been  observed ;  but  more 
generally  the  face  has  the  dark  and  dingy  aspect  common  in 
tome  forms  of  dyspepsia  in  which  the  ranctions  of  the  liver 
are  deranged.  They  are  generally  much  emaciated,  except 
in  slight  cases,  extremely  nervous,  and  painfully  susceptible 
of  external  impressions,  often  hypochonariacal  to  an  extreme 
degree,  and  in  very  many  cases  labor  under  the  impression 
that  they  are  about  to  fall  victims  to  consumption.  They 
complain  bitteriy  of  an  incapacity  of  exerting  themselves,  the 
slightest  exertion  bringing  on  fatigue.  In  temper  they  are 
imtable  and  excitable.  In  men,  the  sexual  power  is  deficient, 
and  often  absent,  an  effect  owii^  probably  to  the  exhaustion 
produced  by  the  excessive  secretion  of  urea,  so  common  in 
tfiis  affection.  A  severe  and  constant  pain  or  sense  of  weight 
across  the  loins  is  generally  a  prominent  symptom,  with  often 
some  amount  of  irritability  of  the  bladder.  The  mental  fac- 
ulties are  but  little  affected,  loss  of  memory  being  sometimes 
present.  Well  marked  dyspeptic  feelii^  are  always  com- 
plained of.  Indeed  in  most  of  the  cases  m  which  I  havebeen 
consulted,  I  have  been  generally  told  that  the  patient  was 
ailing,  loosing  flesh,  health  and  spirits  daily ;  or  remainii^  per- 
sistently ill  and  weak,  without  any  definite  or  demonstrable 
cause.  The  urine  is  always  of  hieb  spec,  mvity  often  with- 
in the  diabetic  ran^,  and  seldom  oelow  10S6  or  1030.  This 
spec.  gray,  depending  upon  not  only  on  excess  of  urea,  for  the 
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urine  ^nerally  crystalizes  readily  with  nit.  acid.  Bat  upon 
the  existence  of  an  abnormally  lai^e  proportion  of  the  extract 
tive  matters  of  the  secretion.  It  is  invanably  acid,  often  ex* 
cessively  so.  The  tendency  to  eruptions  of  minute  furunculi, 
and  even  sometimes  of  large  boils  is  an  exceedingly  frequent 
concomitant  of  the  state  of  urine  under  consideration,  and 
a  striking  indication  of  the  depressed  state  of  the  general 
health.  In  a  few  cases  the  patients  have  been  suspected  of 
being  phthisical.  It  is  however  remarkable  that  I  have  yet 
met  with  very  few  cases  in  which  phthisis  was  present.  In 
very  few  instances  only  have  I  seen  the  cases  terminate  in 
he  formation  of  calcuuis." 

Mental  anxiety  is  mentioned  as  a  cause  of  oxaluria  accom- 
panied by  irritability  of  the  bladder,  and  an  increased  quanti- 
ty of  urate  of  ammonia.  Lawyers  when  suffering  anxiety 
about  their  causes,  and  studying  them  intensely  are  subject  to 
the  disease. 


Acupuneiuration  in  Dry  Mortification  of  the  Foot.    By 
James  Sinclair,  M.  D.,  Steubenville,  Ohio. 

On  the  20th  July,  1840,  visited  Mrs.  Meloyn,  then  wife  of 
James  Meloyn,  present  Auditor  of  Jefferson  co.,  M.  43, 
and  mother  of  a  targe  family.  Mrs.  Meloyn  was  on  a  visit 
in  Brooke  co.,  Va.,  and  there  took  distressing  and  shooting 
pains  in  the  rieht  hypochondrium,  accompanied  by  chills. 
She  was  brougnt  to  Steubenville  as  proper  medical  atten- 
tion was  inconvenient  to  be  obtained.  On  examination,  found 
the  right  ovarium  much  swollen;  tongue  representing  an  irri- 
table  condition  of  the  stomach,  being  white  with  red  papillae, 
dotted  through  this  character  of  coating;  red  and  glossy  edees, 
and  diy  andglossy  center.  Mucilage  with  farinaceous  diet; 
mustard  cataplasms  over  the  stomach,  and  mild  cathartics, 
rectified  the  condition  of  the  stomrch  and  bowels;  and  with 
hot  hop  and  chamomile  fomentations  over  the  swelled  ovari- 
um, followed  up  by  the  ointment  of  <*  Iodide  of  Lead," 
applied  spread  on  lint,  caused  the  ovarium  tumor  to  disappear 
in  a  few  days.  My  treatment  having  been  successful,  and  my 
patient's  general  health  much  improved,  without  the  aid  of 
tonics — her  appetite  being  equal  to  all  the  necessities  of  life — 
I  left  the  case  on  the  7th  August,  with  general  directions  as 
to  diet  and  exercise,  and  was  recalled  to  see  her  on  the  12th 
of  same  month,  laboring  under  violent  and  distressing  pains 
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in  the  right  foot  toes,  with  a  sensation  of  coldness  beyond  the 
apparent  temperature  of  the  affected  parts.  Not  suspecting 
what  was  coming,  I  treated  the  symptoms  presenting,  by  hot 
anodyne  applications,  appearances  giving  no  indications  of 
<<  coming  events",  and  despite  of  all  the  various  anodyne  and 
stimulant  applications  made,  I  discovered  the  toes  losing 
their  vitality,  and  the  pain  and  distress  continuing.  A  furnace 
was  procured  with  live  coals,  and  over  this  furnace,  night  and 
day,  the  foot  was  kept  with  little  or  no  benefit  to  the  diseased 
parts,  altho'  with  some  to  the  parts  not  then  affected.  Daring 
this  period,  my  patient  was  teeble,  and  her  general  health 
suffered  much ;  she  had  no  appetite,  although  wine,  quinine, 
tine,  of  mur.  iron,  and  other  tonics  were  daily  tried  ana 
changed.  On  the  27th  August,  the  toes  assumed  a  dark  ap- 
pearance, the  skin  was  mucn  withered  ;  the  tarsus  near  their 
articulations  with  the  phalanges,  became  excruciatingly  paiun 
ful,  and  despite  all  treatment,  the  symptoms  magnified  until 
the  disease  was  apparent ;  the  toes  commenced  sloughing,  and 
as  they  respectively  gave  up  vitality,  the  pain  ceased  in  taose 
parts,  but  still  continued  to  increase  along  the  metatarsals. 
On  the  1st  Sept.,  I  called  into  consultation  Dr.  John  Andrews, 
then  and  now  a  gentleman  of  acknowledged  abilities,  but 
without  a  suggestion  that  had  not  been  tried.  The  metacar- 
pal bones  pamed  to  about  the  middle,  between  the  phalanges 
and  carpal  articulations,  and  sloughing  was  slowly  progressing. 
For  the  sake  of  experiment,  I  pushed  steel  needles  magnet isdy 
about  one-fourth  of  an  inch  above  the  highest  seat  of  pain, 
through  the  integuments,  and  down  to  the  bones,  all  around  the 
foot's  circumference — left  then!  in  two  hours,  and  when  the 
needles  were  withdrawn,  no  appearances  warranted  any  im- 
pression of  excited  action.  By  the  following  day,  slight 
redness  appeared  all  round  the  foot,  from  punct  ireto  puncture, 
and  I  saw  clearly  that  the  desired  object  was  accomplished, 
viz :  that  of  inducing  a  <^  'ine  of  demarcation."  Slight  in- 
flammation took  place  above  the  line  of  demarcation,  which 
was  readily  subdued  by  the  cautious  application  of  saturine 
lotions,  and  all  parts  below  the  punctures  sloughed,  in  four 
days.  On  the  6th  Sept.,  I  amputated  the  whole  metacarpal 
bones  below  the  line,  without  much  pain  and  without  hem- 
orrhage ;  and  with  the  poultice  of  flaxseed  meal,  and  brew- 
ers yeast,  the  remaining  mortified  extremity  came  away  with 
these  applications,  leaving  a  healthy  looking  surface,  which 
ffranulated  exuberently ;  and  with  pressure  over  the  surface  of 
me  stump,  and  a  little  careful  management,  in  two  months, 
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formed  a  fine  covering  for  the  stump,  and  my  patients  gate  in 
walking,  was  scarcely  altered.  Tolerably  good  health 
succeeoed,  until  1844,  when  symptoms  of  pthisis  were  appa- 
rent, and  in  1846  she  died  of  pulmonary  consumption. 

EpidemicM  of  GamettitilUj  JTy.,    and  meinityj  in  1862. 

By  H.  K.  PusiT,  M.  D. 

T«  the  Editor  qf  tie  Weetem  Lancet: 

I  wish  to  place  at  your  disposal  a  brief  account  of  disease, 
as  it  prevailed  in  the  vicinity  of  Oamettsville,  Ky.,  during  the 
summer  and  fall  of  the  past  year,  (1862.)  We  have  had 
more  than  ordinary  of  autumnal  fever,  diarrhea,  some  dysen- 
tery, and  an  occasional  case  of  cholera.  The  simple  lorma 
ofintermittent  and  remittent  presented  nothing  worthy  of  note, 
more  than  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  latter  to  Regenerate 
into  typhoid,  in  which  instance  the  pro^osis  was  generally 
unfavorable.  But  the  more  prevalent  diseases,  the  account  of 
which  I  wish  to  present,  were  a  combination  of  remittent 
fever,  diarrhea,  typhoid  and  a  malignant  form  of  fever,  which 
seemed  to  be  prcSduced  by  a  co-operation  of  the  remote  causes 
of  cholera  and  autumnal  fever.  On  the  first  day  of  July,  I 
was  called  to  see  M.  Tarpley,  a  patient  of  Dr.  druthers,  five 
hours  after  an  attack  of  cnolera.  I  found  him  in  the  stage 
of  collapse,  and  he  died  in  one  hour  after  my  arrival.  We 
were  immediately  requested  to  examine  and  prescribe  for 
five  patients  who  had  been  attacked  with  diarrhea  the  previ« 
ons  night;  all  of  whom  had  some  fever,  slight  redness  of  the 
tongue,  griping  pains  in  the  bowels,  and  dischai|[es  of  a  slight- 
ly yellowish,  muddy  appearance.  We  prescribed  hyd.  mass, 
boverspowder,  opi.  and  tannin  in  connexion  with  chalk  mix- 
ture. Our  attention  was  now  directed  to  an  examination  for 
local  causes.  At  the  back  of  the  house  was  observed  a  pond, 
partly  filled  with  trash  from  the  wood  pile,  but  containing 
water  in  which  was  growing  and  decaying  vegetable  matter 
in  abundance.  This  house,  with  several  others,  was  situated 
in  a  valley  surrounded  by  elevated  land  from  which  there  waa 
no  avenue  of  drainage,  consequently  the  vegetable  matter 
washed  down  from  the  broken  lands,  found  no  outlet,  and 
was  exposed  in  standing  water  to  decomposition.  We  men- 
tion this  fact,  because  tnere  are  four  or  five  families  living  in 
the  above  named  boundary,  all  of  whom  suflfered  more  or  less 
from  disease.    On  the  2d,  the  above  mentioned  cases  were  all 
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improved;  obtained  consisfent  bilious  discbar^s  from  the 
bowels,  less  fever,  thirst  abated.  Left  them  a  pill  similar  to 
those  on  yesterday,  to  be  taken  at  bed-time.  On  the  3d  we 
visited  them  again,  and  learned  that  the  diarrhea  had  returned 
during  the  nient;  pulse  from  90  to  110,  intense  thirst,  nausea 
and  occasional  vomiting,  tongue  inclined  to  dtyness,  red,  and 
morbidly  clean;  prescribed  spirits  nitre,  morphifie,  Dovers 
powder,  hyd.  c.  creta  and  tee  ad  libitum.  4th.  They  have 
all  spent  a  restless  night,  excepting  two  little  boys,  who  seem 
better.  Four  of  them  have  had  from  6  to  10  discharges  from 
the  bowels  during  the  night,  which  were  thin,  watery  and  ap- 
proaching, in  appearance,  the  discharges  in  tjrphoid  fever; 
tongue  dry  and  slick;  thirst  continues  unabated;  pulse  120  to 
140;  skin  clammy  and  extremities  coo^;  urine  scanty  and 
high  colored;  tenderness  over  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  and  some 
meteor!  sm. 

^  6th.  The  symptoms  continue  unchanged,  except  in  the  two 
little  boys,  who  were  betterjresterday;  the  diarhea  has  returned 
with  the  train  of  symptoms  above  enumberated.  The  symp- 
toms in  all  the  cases  nad  by  this  time  assumed  a  very  ^ve 
character,  and  the  result  of  the  treatment  being  so  unsatisfac- 
tory, we  were  led  to  suspect  some  counteracting  influence 
existed  in  the  surrounding  atmosphere.  Hence  tne  sugges- 
tion was  made  to  move  the  family  to  a  more  salubrious  loca- 
tion, which  was  immediately  done.  Now  what  share  the 
clianffe  of  location  had  in  bringing  about  the  favorable  result 
whicn  speedily  followed,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say;  but  the 
patients  went  on  to  recover  rapidly,  under  treatment  similar  to 
that  emplojred  before,  and  a  few  days  announced  the  conva- 
lescence of  the  whole  of  them.  These  cases  were  the  be^n- 
ning  of  a  more  extensive  prevalence  of  disease  in  that  neigh- 
borhood, and  although  mention  is  only  made  of  the  two  fami- 
lies, the  disease  was,  by  no  means  confined  to  them.  Oil 
the  17th  of  July,  I  was  called  to  Mr.  J.  W.'s  family  who 
lived  but  a  few  rods  fit>m  Mr.  Tarpley's.  The  dapr  previous, 
six  of  them  had  complained  of  slight  chilly  sensations,  atten- 
ded by  considerable  stupor  and  disposition  to  sleep,  followed 
by  imperfect  reaction;  ttie  hands  and  feet  had  remained  cool 
and  moist.  They  complained  of  no  special  sufibring  or  in- 
convenience, more  than  thejr  said  they  felt  weak  and  bad.  In 
the  morning  there  occured  increasedprottration  of  the  vital 
powers,  and  two  of  the  patients,  Mr.  W.  and  his  little  daughter, 
sank  into  profound  stupor.  On  examination,  the  pulse  varied 
from  60  to  90  and  very  feeble,  skin  cool  ud  danuny,  tongue 
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moist  and  slightly  coated.  The  patients  that  could  be  ar- 
roused  at  all,  could  not  be  induced  to  complain  or  acknowledge 
there  was  any  thing  the  matter  with  them,  and  wished  to  Be 

? permitted  to  rest  undisturbed.  Three  or  four  of  these  cases 
ikewise  commenced  with  diarrhea,  as  did  most  of  the  cases 
which  occurred  during  the  season — and  indeed  in  almost  all 
the  diseases  with  which  we  had  to  contend.  This  complicaiion 
was  either  present  from  the  outset,or  occurred  during  the  course 
of  the  disease,  especially  where  active  cathartics  had  not  been 
avoided.  Prescribed  quinine  in  15  grs.  doses  every  two 
hours  in  combination  with  capsicum  and  camphor,  sinapisms 
to  the  extremities  and  over  the  epigastrium,  a  blister  to  the 
nape  of  the  neck,  stimulating  frictions,  brandy  &c.  Repeat- 
ed quinine  to  fourjportions;  then  diminished  the  dose  to  1 0  grs. 
every  3  hours.  This  treatment  was  persisted  in  for  alx>ut 
18  hours,  before  reaction  was  established,  which  was  then 
imperfect,  and  manifesting  strong  determination  to  the  brain. 
The  stimulants  were  now  discontinued,  and  the  quinine  given 
in  sufficient  quantities  to  keep  up  its  effect  upon  the  system, 
in  connexion  with  mercurials,  which  were  prescribed  with  a 
view  of  unloading  the  congested  secreting  organs,  and  diffus- 
ing the  circulation.  The  orain  was  protracted  by  ice  and 
the  affusion  of  cold  water.  Consistent  bilious  discharges 
were  obtained  from  the  bowels;  and  those  patients  all  went  on 
to  recover  in  a  few  days,  with  out  any  ^brile  excitement, 
more  than  was  produced  by  the  use  of  stimulating  remedies; 
except  the  case  of  Mrs.  W.,  whose  fever  pursu^  a  typhoid 
course — but  other  cases  sank  into  collapse  and  died  without 
an  effort  of  the  system  at  reaction,  notwithstanding  the  most 
vigorous  assistance  was  rendered  by  quinine,  stimiuants,  &c« 
The  invasion  of  the  disease,  in  a  general  way,  was  stealthv 
and  insidious,  often  involving  the  patient  in  imminent  peril, 
before  himself  or  friends  became  alarmed.  The  first  paroxysm 
which  seemed  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  prostration  of  the 
vital  powers,  was  not  atten&d  by  the  same  sensations  of  cold 
as  in  simple  remittent  fever;  nor  was  the  temperature  of  the 
surface  much  lowered,  especially,  where  thepatient  had  been 
kept  covered.  This  was  followed  after  a  K)nger  or  shorter 
time  by  imperfect  reaction,  which  lasted  from  3  to  6  hours, 
when  the  vital  powers  a^ain  flawed  and  the  patient  remained 
in  a  stupid  passive  condition,  similar  to  the  stupor  of  typhoid 
tever,until  the  next  daily  paroxysm;  when  increased  prostration 
occurred  with  more  decided  congestion  of  the  internal  organs, 
determining  strongly  to  the  brain,  amounting  in  the  same  in- 
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stance  to  deep  coma.  It  was  generally  the  case  that  medical 
aid  was  deferred  until  this  stage  of  the  disease,  and  if  the  treat- 
ment was  commenced  here  and  carried  out  vigorously,  the 
prognosis  was  not  unfavorable — but  if  neglected  until  near  the 
approach  of  the  third  paroxysm  it  generally  proved  fatal. 
The  inferences  drawn  from  the  character  of  the  cases  with 
which  we  had  to  contend,  were  that  one  class  of  them,  repre- 
sented by  Mr.  Tarpley's  family,  were  a  combination  or  di- 
arrhea and  typhoid  fever;  that  the  other  class,  represented  by 
Mr.  Woolbriage's  family,  were  a  combination  of  intermit- 
tent fever  and  cholera;  hence  arrises  the  conclusion  that  the 
remote  cause  of  each  of  the  diseases,  co-operated  in  the  pro- 
duction of  cases,  partaking  of  the  character  of  each,  and  each 
added  malignity  to  the  other. 


Corresfonbence. 


Philadelphia,  March  3d,  1853. 

My  Dear  Doctor: — Since  I  had  the  honor  to  pen  my  last 
little  epistle,  our  city  has  been  going  through  the  usual  labori- 
ous process  of  gestation,  and  to  a  considerable  extent  of  partU' 
rition  of  a  very  large  brood  of  sons  of  Esculapius,  and  although 
but  a  few  days  intervene  between  the  cessation  of  the 
''courses''  of  our  medical  schools,  and  their  successful  ac- 
couchment,  they  contrive  somehow  or  other  to  '<  bring  forth" 
about  as  large  a  number  of  ambitious  babies  as  the  most  pro- 
lific of  Soman  or  western  matrons.  I  suppose  that  the  fol- 
lowing may  be  counted  (although  they  are  not  all  hatched 
yet,)  as  the  number  of  bearing  e^,  this  season,  amon^  the 
medical  nests  of  Philadelphia.  Female  Medical  ColTege, 
nine ;  Eclectic  College,  seven ;  Philadelphia  College,  twen- 
seven ;  Pensylvania  College,  thirty-five ;  Homcepathic,  fifty- 
five  ;  Jeflerson,  two  hundred  and  eighty,  and  the  University 
about  two  hundred  and  thirty.  Total,  688,  besides  some 
seven  Dental  doctors — ^the  first  hatching  of  our  new  Philadel- 
phia College  of  Dentistry. 

We  hope  to  produce  still  more  abundantly  next  year ;  for 
we  start  a  new  college  this  spring  under  the  title  of  Chrono^ 
thermal ;  and  still  another  charter  has  been  granted  by  our 
legislature  to  grant  degrees,  on  examination,  the  examiners 
not  to  be  the  professors.     Some  two  or  three  more  bills  are 
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up  for  charters  for  still  other  colleges.  What  will  become  of 
our  successors?  If  they  are  not  well  provided  with  Docton, 
male  and  female,  it  will  not  be  the  fault  of  us  their  illu<trioiia 
predecessors.  Let  me  sum  up.  We  have  now  four  Regular^ 
one  Homeopathic,  one  Chronothermal,  two  female,  one  Eo* 
lectic,  one  general,  and  one  veterinary  college  among  ua« 
A  pretty  good  joke  occurred  the  other  day  in  the  facutty  of 
one  of  our  most  crowded  schools.  One  of  her  weaker  candi* 
dates,  obtained  a  student  of  a  neighboring  college  to  stand  the 
examination  for  him,  who  it  is  said  actually  run  through  the 
duty  without  detection,  until  another  boy  told  on  him.  I 
have  heard  of  the  facility  of  getting  through  in  a  crowd;  bat 
this  is  the  last  instance.  No  such  game,  however,  need  be 
played  here,  for  all  may  be  satisfied  with  very  little  trouble. 

What  we  want  most  here  now,  is  hospitaU.  Clinical 
instiuction,  as  I  said  in  my  last,  is  acquired  in  spots,  or  mis- 
cellaneously here  and  there,  wherever  a  case  can  be  picked  up 
from  the  streets  or  ratters  of  the  suburbs,  and  dragged  before 
the  gaping  multitudes.  By  the  by,  we  expect  some  rich 
scenes  here  shortly,  of  a  judicial  character,  in  reference  to 
some  of  those  **  taken  in  and  done  for"  patients.  Absolute 
murder,  they  say,  has  been  perpetrated  in  the  heat  of  that  sci- 
entific ardor  which  displays  itself  among  our  great  and  philan- 
thropic Professors.  One  of  your  late  western  Professors  is 
among  us  this  winter,  and  makes  a  considerable  stir  with  his 
"Atomic  Theory  of  life."  The  County  Society,  and  the 
Medico-Chirurgical  College  have  given  him  a  hearing,  and  I 
unr^erstand  that  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society  will 
publish  some  hundred  pages  of  his  "  thoughts"  in  their  next 
transactions.    More  anon.        Yours,  HALLER. 


Cincinnati,  March  22, 1863. 
Mr.  Editor: — Could  you  inform  us  through  your  valuable 
Journal,  whether  it  is  true,  that  some  of  our  Western  Col- 
leges, confer  diplomas  on  European  students,  without  their 
attending  a  course  of  Lectures  according  to  Law  ?  We  have 
been  creditably  informed,  that  such  a  diploma  is  held  by  an 
individual  of  this  place,  issued  by  the  St.  Louis  Univerity,  in 
February,  1862,  or  rather  sold  for  the  mere  sum  of  twen^- 
five  dollars.    Is  this  possible  at  this  enlightened  age  ? 

VERITAS. 
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Pro^.  L.  JIf  •  Lawion:  Dear  Sir: — ^Aocording  to  request,  I 
transmit  to  you  my  treatment  of  scarlatina  during  the  past 
winter.  The  most  successfnl  remedy  with  me,  was  the  ni- 
trate of  soda  and  tincuve  of  belladonnae,  and  was  given  in  the 
foUowing  manner : 

After  toe  bowels  had  been  evacuated  by  a  gentle  laxative, 
where  such  was  necessary,  the  following  mixture  was  given 
to  a  child  2  years  old. 

Jjk.    Nitrate  of  soda  31* 

Tinct.  BelladonniB,  gtt.  zij. 
Muc.  O.  Arab. 
Ag.  destill. 

Syr.  simple  aa  Sss  M.;  a  teaspoon4ull  every 
hour  or  two;  but  when  tne  fever  was  veiy  hign  from  the  star^ 
the  tinct.  belladon.  was  omitted  for  the  nrst  24  hours. 

Yours  truly.  J.  S.  UNZICKER,  M.  D. 

^rombtnga  of  $mM. 

St.  CLAmsviLLK,  Belmont  Co.,  O.,  March  4, 1863. 

T9  ih§  Bdittn  o/t&e  WttUm  Lmeet  : 

Obnts  : — Accompanying  this,  please  find  the  last  year's 
**  Transaetioni  of  the  Bemont  mtdical  Society.**  One  of 
our  rules  is,  that  at  the  annual  meeting,  ( April,^  an  papers  read 
during  the  years  preceding,  shall  be  collected  and  referred  to 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Printing,  to^  arranee  them  and 
have  them  printed,  the  one  I  now  send,  bein^  the  fifth  number. 

Our  Society  held  its  third  quarterly  meeting  for  the  present 
year,  in  this  place,  on  the  first  Thursday  of  January.  We 
are  now  in  our  sixth  year,  and  we  have  not,  as  yet,  failed  to 
have  a  verr  interesting  meetine  at  each  appointed  time.  I 
have  failea  to  attend  but  two,  ouring  the  whole  time. 

There  is  nothing,  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  that  has  a 
better  influence  upon  the  minds  and  feelings  of  the  members 
of  the  profession,  than  this  frequent  meeting  together,  and  the 
interchange  of  opinion  and  sentiment,  in  relation  to  our  re- 
sponsible occupation. 

Here,  in  the  countrT»  removed  far  from  the  opportunity  of 
attending  lectures,  andf pressed  down  with  the  labors  and  anxie- 
ties of  a  country  practice,  nothing,  to  me,  aflTords  more  plea- 
sure than  one  of  our  quarterly  meetings.    To  meet  our  fel- 
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low  laborers,  and  talk  over  our  troubles,  our  success,  our 
failures,  and  the  means  used  by  each  to  accomplish  the  end, 
is  a  day  of  rejoicing,  and  I  can  freely  say,  that  I  have  never 
attended  onelneeting,  but  that  I  learned  something  new,  and 
came  home  saying:  *Hhat  it  was  sood  for  me  to  "be  there." 

At  the  last  meeting,  the  annual  report  on  the  epidemics 
of  the  county  was  read.  Three  members  of  the  committee 
reported,  to  wit :  Drs.  Meyer,  Williams  and  West,  on  the 
subject  of  Dysentery,  as  it  prevailed  in  the  vicinity  of  Jacobs- 
burg.  Dr.  Meyer  read  a  veiy  interesting  letter;  his  treatment 
consisted  principally  in  alternatives,  astringents  and  anodynes. 
He  prefers  the  tannin  as  an  astringent,  in  six  grain  doses,  for 
an  adult,  with  the  fourth  of  a  grain  of  sul.  morph.,  calomel  to 
be  added,  as  symptoms  required.  Dr.  Williams  thinks  he 
saw  more  benefit  from  the  sugar  of  lead,  in  conjunction  with 
opium.  The  cases  reported,  however,  appeared  to  assume  a 
very  different  type.  Those  of  Dr.  Williams  more  of  the  ty- 
phoid. 

A  discussion  here  arose  as  to  the  treatment  of  dysentery, 
and  the  views  of  members  freely  expressed,  from  which  I 
learned  that  the  profession  here  are  more  disposed  to  use  as- 
tringents  and  anodynes,  and  use  much  less  mercury  than  for- 
meny.  Dr.  West  has  treated  all  the  cases  during  the  last 
summer  and  &11,  except  one,  without  mercury  in  any  form, 
depending  principally  upon  astringents  and  opium,  with  castor 
oiC  spirits  of  turpentine,  and  other  mild  cathartics. 

The  subject  or  Typhoid  fever  was  reported  upon  also,  by 
Drs.  Williams  and  West.  Considerable  contranty  of  opinion 
appeared  to  prevail,  as  to  treatment.  Dr.  Updeeraff  stated  the 
French  practice  to  use  sudorific  remedies  tne  first  five  days, 
and  then  commence  the  quinine  in  decided  doses,  without 
reference  to  the  state  of  the  system,  on  the  sixth  day. 

Dr.  Estep,  has  not  used  much  calomel  in  Typnoid  fever 
for  sometime,  depending  on  the  hyd.  c.  creta,  morphia,  and 
sup.  cab.  soda,  followed  early  by  the  quinine;  the  day  certain 
depended  upon  the  state  of  the  case. 

Dr.  West  prefered  the  calomel  to  the  chalk  mixture,  com- 
bined with  the  morphia  and  soda,  and  commenced  the 
quinine,  with  the  very  earliest  remmission ;  the  dose  used  by 
him,  never  exceeded  two  grains  repeated  every  4  to  6  hours. 
He  has  used  the  quinine  on  the  first  and  second  day. 

Dr.  Affleck  read  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  metaphysics,  as 
connected  medicine,  in  which  he  took  occasion  to  express 
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some  of  his  peculiar  notions  in  relatian  to  religion.  The 
discussion  took  that  course. 

The  following  members  were  duly  appointed  delegates  of 
the  **  American  Medical  Association"  for  1863 : 

Drs.  Updemif,  Estep,  Affleck,  and  Meyer. 

Our  annual  meeting  will  be  held  in  this  place,  on  the  first 
Thursday  of  April.  H.  W. 


^rogrefis  of  3&thU\nt. 

ENGLAND. 


Analysis  of  the  Cases  of  Scarlatina^  that  occur td  in  James 

Donaldson^ s  Hospitaly  during  the  Autumn  of  1862 ;  with 

some  Remarks  on  the  [Present  State  of  our  knowledge  of 

that  Disease.     By  J.  D.  Gillespie,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.  E. 

(Read  before  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society,  Jan.  19th, 

1853.) 

The  writer  remarks,  that  scarlet  fever  has  prevailed  so  ex- 
tensively in  Edinburgh  during  the  last  few  years,  and  has 
destroyed  so  many  oi  the  younger  members  of  the  commu- 
nity, that  no  opportuny  should  1^  lost  of  adding  to  our  know- 
ledge of  this  prevalent,  and  often  dangerous  disease.  We 
feel  assured  that  the  physicians  of  Cincinnati  can  give  a 
hearty  response  to  this  vital  sentiment,  as  our  city  has  just 
been  scourged  by  the  scarlatina  to  a  fearful  extent. 

Donaldson's  Hospital,  in  which  Dr.  Gillespie  made  his  ob- 
servations is  a  charitable  institution,  recently  established  for 
the  education  of  the  poorer  classes  of  children,  and  had  within 
its  walls,  at  the  time  the  disease  prevailed,  123  children,  and 
20  adults.  The  children  were  between  the  ages  of  eight  and 
twelve  years.  There  were  61  girls  and  62  boys  ;  of  the  for- 
mer 21,  and  of  the  latter  26,  were  deaf  mutes. 

Of  the  children,  23  were  stated  to  have  had  the  scarlatina 
before  entering  the  house,  and  some  of  these  had  a  recurrence 
the  disease. 

Of  the  33  adults  that  resided  in  the  Hospital  only  five  had 
previously  been  affected,  and  all  of  them  escaped  a  second 
attack. 

The  first  cases  appeared  on  the  17th  of  September,  1862, 
and  the  disease  dia  not  spread  gradually  from  room  to  room. 
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bat  attacked  parties  in  remote  parts  of  the  bfuldingatthe  same 

time. 

DuriDg  the  Qrst  week,  36  children  and  4  adults  were  sent 
to  the  sick  rooms. 

The  last  case  occovsed  on  the  19th  of  December ;  and  be- 
tween the  17th  of  September  and  that  date,  63  children  and 
8  adults  had  been  affected  by  the  contagion,  though  in  some 
the  symptoms  were  of  the  mildest  form. 

He  says :  ^*  The  most  prominent  features  of  the  disease 
which  I  noticed,  were  the  foUowinff: 

1.  The  almost  invariable  sickness  and  vomiting  at  the 
commencement,  most  frequently  of  greenish  biliary  matter. 

II.  The  invariably  injected  appearance  of  the  uiuces  prior 
to,  or  ushering  in,  the  febrile  symptoms. 

III.  The  sthenic  rather  than  asthenic  type  of  the  fever. 

IV.  The  little  tendency  to  severe  head  symptoms. 

y .  The  total  absenceof  the  malignant  form  of  the  disease. 

VI.  The  mildness  of  the  sequelae,  which  for  the  most  part 
affected  the  glands  and  cellular  tissue  of  the  neck. 

VII.  The  non-existence  of  the  dropsy  or  of  albuminous 
urine,  whether  as  a  concomitant  or  sequela. 

Such  beins  the  characteristics  of  the  fever,  will  sufficiently 
account  for  tne  absence  of  any  fatal  case,  though  indeed  the 
complications,  which  were  superadded  in  two  instances,  for  a 
considerable  period  occasioned  much  dubiety  as  to  their  ulti* 
mate  recovery. 

The  varieties  noticed  may  be  arranged  under  the  five  classes 
enumerated  by  Dr.  Coplana ;  premising  that,  as  in  every  case 
more  or  less  sore  throat  existed,  those  only  are  noted  as  com- 
ing under  the  appellation  of  scarlatina  simplex,  where  affec- 
tion of  the  throat  was  comparatively  mild. 

I.  Scarlatina  simplex. 
II.  Scarlatina  anginosa. 

III.  Scarlatina  matigna. 

IV.  Scarlatina  faucium. 
V.  Scarlatina  latens. 

Evenr  epidemic  hitherto  observed  uas  had  one  or  the  other 
of  the  first  three  for  its  prevailing  type.  These  have  been  so 
frequently  and  accurately  described,  that  it  would  be  superflu- 
ous here  to  enter  on  their  consideration.  The  remaining 
two  are  exceptions ;  but  a  sufficient  weight  of  evidence  has 
now,  I  think,  been  adduced  to  constitute  mem  distinct  varie- 
ties. 
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Scarlatina  sine  exanthemate^-^n  affliction  of  the  throat,  ac- 
companied by  fever,  without  the  scarlet  eruption  on  the  skin, 
and  rollowed  in  many  instances,  by  some  of  the  sequele  in. 
oidental  to  the  more  ordinary  forms-— has  been  noted  as  occa- 
sionally occunring  even  by  the  earliest  authorities.  At  Don* 
aldson's  Hospitalseveral  well  marked  cases  came  under  obser- 
vation. 

Scarlatina  latens*--a  form  where  the  usual  primanr  fever 
and  its  concomitants  are  wanting,  or  at  least  undeveloped'^— 
has  been  constituted  a  new  variety  by  Dr.  Copland,  who 
claims  for  himself  the  credit  of  first  pomting  out  this  form  of 
the  disease. 

At  the  time  (1848)  when  he  was  first  led  to  the  conclusion, 
that  this  was  a  true  variety,  dropsy  a{)pearo  to  have  been  a 
most  frequent  sequela  of  the  epiaemic  in  London,  and  it  was 
the  discovery  of  this  afibction  seizing  on  persons  exposed  to 
contagion,  but  who  had  not  shown  any  outward  evidence  of 
the  ordinary  symptoms,  that  justified  his  establishing  the  latent 
variety  of  the  disease.    Dropsy,  with  its  accompanying  dan- 

fers  has  therefore  been  chiefly  adverted  to  in  his  description ; 
ut  if  it  be  admitted  that  the  presence  of  one  occasional  seque- 
ls be  taken  as  an  indication  of  scarlatina  having  existed  in 
a  latent  torm,  we  cannot  deny  the  same  acceptation  to  other 
and  more  constant,  though  perhaps  milder  sequelae. 

Accordingly,  I  have  placed  under  the  filtn  class  several 
cases  where  swelling  or , the  parotids,  not  preceded  by  sore 
throat  01  eruption,  was  the  only  manifestation  of  the  disease. 
As  scarlatma  latens  has  not  yet,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  been 
very  generally  recognised  by  the  profession,  I  may  here  state 
the  evidence  which  I  have  been  able  to  collect  regarding  its 
occurrence. 

1.  Dr.  Copland  saw  several  cases  of  dropsy,  withont  any 
other  symptoms,  in  individuals  exposed  to  cootagion. 

2.  Dr.  Graves,  and  Dr.  Alexander  Wood  have  each  record- 
ed one  case  of  anasarca,  where  the  primary  symptoms  were 
wanting. 

3.  Mr.  Miller,  physician  to  the  Loodon  Western  Dispen- 
eary,  during  the  epidemic  of  1846,  eaw  ten  cases  of  aoasarca 
occurring  in  infected  habitations,  without  any  previous  fever 
or  eruption. 

4.  Dr.  Rowland,  at  the  Bloemsbury  Dispensary,  saw  seve- 
ral cases  of  dropsy  without  the  scarlatinal  emptions.  Care  was 
taken  to  examine  into  the  previous  history.    Mere  than  two- 
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tiiirdfl  of  all  the  cases  of  scarlatina  luider  his  care  had  sabse- 
quent  dropsy. 

6.  At  the  New  Town  Dispensary,  I  lately  saw  an  in- 
fant  of  eighteen  months,  labonnff  under  extensive  anasarca ; 
and  the  mother  declared,  that  though  several  of  the  other 
children  were  convalescing  from  the  ordinary  form  of  scarlst- 
tina,  the  infant  had  not  shown  any  indications  of  the  disease. 

6.  Three  cases  of  swelling  ana  tenderness  of  the  partorida, 
in  one  of  them  also  suppuration  of  the  sablingual  gland,  wera 
noted  at  Donaldson's  Hospital,  where  none  of  the  previoos 
symptoms  had  been  observed  to  be  developed,  though  the  in- 
cuviauals  were  subjected  to  a  daily  scrutiny. 

These  are  the  data  on  which  I  have  grounded  my  opinion, 
that  scarlatina  latens  should  be  considered  a  distinct  variety. 
They  may  appear  inconclusive  to  some,  but  they  are  thrown 
out  at  'present  in  order  that  ulterior  observation  may  be  <&• 
rect^  to  determining  the  question. 

In  enumerating  the  cases  under  the  various  classes  indicated, 
there  were: 

I.  Scarlatina  Simplex,    -        -       -        •        27 
11.         <<      Anginosa,   -       •       •        .        18 

III.  <<      Msli^a,     «...        00 

IV.  <^      Faucium,    «...        22 
V.  «*      Latens,       -        .       .        .         3 

Of  the  Scarlaiina  Faueium  he  remarks : 

The  fever  ran  very  high  in  some  of  these  instances,  but  was 
not  of  so  long  continuance  as  in  the  eruptive  forms. 

Some  doubts  have  been  entertained,  whether  cases  of  scar- 
latina  faucium  can  propagate  the  disease.  My  own  belief  is, 
that  they  have  not  that  power,  or  at  least  possess  it  in  a  very 
inferior  deme. 

Mr.  Sioney,  in  the  '^Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal," for  1837,  mentions  twelve  cases,  in  which  he  observed 
that  when  the  sore  throat  was  uaaccomDanied  by  eruption,  it 
did  not  extend  to  other  members  of  tneir  families,  though 
they  consisted  of  many  susceptible  younger  individuals. 

Another  questio  vtxaia  is,  whether,  having  had  scarlatina 
faucium,  renders  a  penon  less  amenable  to  the  eruptive  form. 
In  the  first  place,  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  the  majority  of 
cases  of  this  affection  have  had  the  regular  disease  previous* 
ly ;  and,  secondly,  where  such  a  state  of  matters  does  not 
exist,  that  the  having  undergone  scarlatina  faucium  confers 
merely  a  slight  degree  of  immunity,  and  that  chiefly  from  the 
then  prevalent  epiaemic. 
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In  Dr»  Alexander  Wood's  interesting  paper  on  the  connec- 
tion between  scarlatina  and  erysipelas,  I  find  it  stated  that 
every  case  of  scarlatina  fkuoium  that  came  under  his  observa* 
tion  had  previously  passed  through  the  eruptive  disease. 

Of  the  tt^ree  cases  of  Scarlatina  LaieiM^  two  were  deaf- 
mute  boys  and  one  an  adult  female.  One  boy  had  swelling 
of  the  parotids  with  no  affection  of  the  throat ;  the  other  haa 
inflammation  and  suppuration  of  the  sublingud  gland  without 
sore  throat.  The  aault  had  considerable  fever  accompanying 
the  swellings,  which  affected  both  parotids. 

On  an  analysis  of  the  cases,  to  ascertain  the  relative  liabili- 
ties of  the  two  sexes  to  the  disease,  the  Dr.  concludes  that 
females  are  most  susceptible  to  its  influence.  He  is  also  of 
opinion  that  the  deaf-mutes  are  more  readily  impressed  by 
the  first  exposure,  and  are  more  liable  to  a  second  attack, 
than  those  children  that  have  not  lost  their  hearing. 

The  treatment  he  says  may  be  summed  up  in  a  lew  words : 

1.  The  free  and  repeated  use  of  the  warm  bath. 

2.  Mercurial  laxatives  on  first  admission,  the  indication  for 
these  being  (I  would  suggest)  the  loaded  state  of  the  tongue, 
and  the  almost  invariable  occurrence  of  bilious  vomiting  at 
the  commencement  of  the  disease. 

3.  Afterwards  small,  frequently-repeated  doses  of  a  dia- 
phoretic, containing  antimonial  wine,  sweet  spirits  of  nitre, 
and  aqua  acetatis  ammoniae. 

4.  The  application  of  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver 
to  the  throat,  with  external  fomentations,  poultices,  or  sina- 
pisms. 

6.  Warm  flannel  dressing  gowns  whenever  the  tever  abated, 
and  the  children  were  likefy  to  expose  themselves  incautious- 
ly to  cold. 

Making  the  children  wear  these  flannel  gowns  was,  I  am 
confident,  of  essential  service  in  warding  offthe  sequelas ;  for 
every  one  who  has  had  much  to  do  with  the  treatment  of 
children,  must  be  aware  how  difficult  or  impossible  it  is  to 
prevent  their  imprudently  ei^sing  themselves  to  cold  when 
convalescing  from  disease. 

This  was  all  the  treatment  required  in  the  ffreat  majority  of 
cases,  but  of  couree  some  of  the  complications  or  unusual 
symptoms  indicated  a  modification  of  the  remedial  measures 
employed. 

The  advantage  of  the  warm  bath  was  exemplified  in  a 
very  marked  degree ;  indeed,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  in  the  non-malignant  forms  of  scarlatina,  at  all  events,. 
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th6  fre^ti^M  use  of  this  renoedjty  especially  in  the  earlier 
gtages,  18  the  most  powerftil  agent  we  possess. 

From  What  is  now  generally  received  as  the  true  patholo- 
gy of  scarlatina,— ^iz.,  that  its  symptoms  are  induced  by  a 
ihorbid  poison,  circulating  and  reproddcing  itself  in  the  Mood; 
that  as  in  all  the  exanthemata,  an  attempt  is  first  made  by  na- 
ture to  throw  out  that  poison  by  transpiMtion  froth  the  skin; 
(hat,  when  that  object  is  not  thoroughly  attained  by  such  a 
tuethod  the  effi^cts  of  the  poisbn  kte  apt  to  fall  on  other  oi^na, 
and  more  especially  on  the  kidneys,  the  recognised  emunctories 
of  the  effete  matter  circulatins  m  the  blOod,-^he  beneficial 
results  exfjiected  Irott^,  ahd  realist  by  the  warm  bath  can  be 
aatisfactorilt  understood. 

Br.  Oolaiiq(  Bird,  who  had  extensive  etperfMc^  in  fhe 
treatment  of  scarlatina,  asserts  that  he  scarcely  etet  saw 
dropsy  supervene,  when  the  warm  bath  had  been  judidouaiy 
haa  recourse  to. 

Dr.  Gillespie  concludes,  fVom  his  observations  in  Donald- 
son's Hospital,  that  the  appearance  of  albumen  in  the  urine 
of  Scarlatina  patients,  is  by  no  means  constant,  or  even  a 
general  rule,  as  has  been  asserted  bv  high  authority. 

He  does  not  believe  that  the  albumen  lit  th^  urine  is  an 
essential  symptom  of  scarlatina^  Neither  does  he  believe  in 
ttie  theory  that  albumen  is  formed  fa^  the  parting  of  the  ep* 
thelial  cells  from  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  kidney,  for 
those  cells,  he  says,  may  be  seen  in  abundance  in  the  urine 
When  no  albumen  is  present. 

He  finally  enumerates  the  conclusions  that  he  has  arrived 
lit,  both  from,  his  own  observation  and  a  eonsideration  of  the 
views  of  others,  as  followa- 

I.  Epidemic  scarlatina,  considered  on  an  extensive  scale, 
has  a  characteristic  type,  which  changes  at  different  periods, 
though  all  the  varieties  mar  possibly  have  Illustrations  dur- 
ing the  same  time,  and  in  tne  same  locality. 

II.  In  some  epidemics  the  tnorbid  poison.  Instead  of  be- 
ing thrown  off  by  the  onjinary  outlet  (transpiration  through 
the  skin),  is  apt  to  fall  on  the  internal  oiMns,  and  more  esi- 
becially  the  kidMys,  causing  congestion  m  these  excreting 
Dodies,  &nd  impairment  of  ftmction,  which,  in  some  instances, 
may  give  rise  fo  temporary  allmminuria,  either  with  or  with 
out  dropsy* 

in.  Although  It  be  admitted  that  4  peculiarity  of  type  may 
dispose  to  albuminuria  and  dropsy,  the  Aeouency  of  tneir  oc- 
tunence  miy  often  be  materiiuiy  modifiea,  or  in  those  epi* 
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demies  where  no  great  li^ljUitjy^  to  such  affections  exists,  ^ 
even  prevented,  by  careful  endeavors  to  eliminate  tbe  poison  in 
the  first  instance,  and  latterly  by  prolecUon  frona.  expoRUiie 
t9  cold  or  rooisturet 

IV.  The  primary  and  most  important  indication  for  treat- 
ment, must  therefore  he,  resorting  to  such  measvires  as  will 
most  ei^ciently  f;ivor  the  ni^tur^l  efforts  of  the  system  to  throw 
off  tbe  morbia  poison  by  transpiration  frooi  tbe  skin. 

Chlor%nai$d  Merino  ;  a  Test  fir  aeeertaining  the  Preei- 
enee  of  Sugar  in  Lioi^ir. -^Strips  of  white  merino,  after 
being  soaked  three  or  four  minutes  in  an  aqueous  solution  of 
bichloride  of  tin,  made  with  100  parts  of  the  bichloride  of  tia 
and  800  parts  of  water,  and  subsequently  careiiiliy  dried,  are 
convenient  as  a  test  for  this  purpose.  By  employing  thia 
chlorinated  merino,  the  physician  is  aUe,  without  the  least 
trouble,  to  ascertain  whether  the  urine,  or  other  fluid  con* 
tains  any  trace  whatever  of  sugar  in  it.  All  that  ie  required 
is  to  drop  a  very  Uttle  of  the  urine,  or  fluid  to  oe  tested,  on  ft 
strip  of  me  chlorinated  merino,  and  lo  hold  it  over  die  flame- 
of  a  spirit4amp,  when,  if  any  sugar  be  presrat,  a  very  distinct 
Mack  spot  will  be  produced. 

M.  Maumene  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  this  reagent, 
says  that  it  is  a  most  delicate  test.  Ten  or  a  dozen  drops  of 
diabetic  urine,  containing  sugar,  mixed  with  a  large  quantity 
of  water,  will  produce  a  dark  brown  stain,  on  the  introduction 
of  a  strip  of  this  prepared  teat ;  whereas  healthy  urine,  urea, 
and  lithic  acid,  are  not  thus  discolored  by  the  addition  of 
chloride  of  tin. 

A  Clinical  Lecture  on  Certain  Nervous  Affections^  {Local 
Hysteria,)  Delivered  at  Kin^s  College  Hospital.  By  Ro- 
BSBT  B.  Todd,  M*  D.,  F.  R.  S. — The  case  commented  oq 

by  Dr.  Todd,  was  Harriet  B ,  aged  30^  admitted  into  the 

hospital,  on  the  7th  of  May,  18fil. 

The  point  of  greatest  interest  about  the  case,  was  that  she 
suffered  acute  pain  in  the  right  hypogastric  region,  over  the 
right  ovary.  The  pain  was  of  so  acute  a  nature,  that  she  could 
not  bear  the  slightest  pressure  over  the  affected  part;  even  the 
weight  of  the  bed  clptbes  was  painful  to  her. 

He  remarks,  that  severe  abdominal  pain,  whether  genenlt 
or  limited  to  a  spot,  is  at  once  sumestive,  both  to  pittctitioner 
and  patient,  of  inflammation  within  the  abdomen ;  it  may  be, 
of  peritonitis.  This  latter  malady  is,  as  ypu  know,  ik  severe 
onaj  and  in  the  majority  of  cafes,  iatal.    How  important  then 
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18  it,  to  be  able  to  determine  whether  such  pain  is  due  to  a 
cause  of  this  kind  or  to  some  other ! 

The  pain  under  which  this  woman  suffers  is  referred  to  the 
right  hypo^iastric  region,  over  the  position  ofthe  right  ovary, 
and  the  painful  part  occupies  a  circular  space  of  about  two  and 
a  half  or  three  inches  in  diameter.  There  is  extreme  tender- 
ness to  the  touch ;  even  when  the  internments  are  pinched  up 
with  the  utmost  gentleness,  and  wim  every  care  to  avoid 
compression  of  the  subjacent  parts,  she  shrinks  and  appears 
to  suffer  ffreat  pain.  Deep  pressure  on  the  corresponding  re- 
gion of  the  len  side  causes  pain  likewise,  as  if  by.  implica- 
ting the  right  side. 

There  is  another  very  important  feature  in  the  case  which 
deserves  especial  notice ;  it  is  this,  that  when  her  attention  is 
much  engaged,  she  certainly  suffers  less,  although  she  cannot 
be  said  to  be  free  from  pain.  Upon  making  a  careful  exami- 
nation of  the  part,  we  could  aetect  no  tumor ;  and  upon 
pressing  deeply,  no  abnormal  condition  of  the  ovary  coula  be 
discovered ;  and  although  there  was  pain,  there  waa  no  in* 
crease  of  it  to  a  proportionate  extent. 

Her  history  was  as  follows : — She  is  unmarried,  but  was 
many  years  since  the  victim  of  seduction,  and  suffered  a  very 
severe  labour,  in  which  the  perinseum  was  lacerated. 

Three  months  before  entering  the  house,  she  had  a  severe 
attack  of  diarrhea,  that  left  the  bowels  in  an  irritable  condi- 
tion. The  catamenia  have  always  been  irregular,  and  she 
has  excessive  leucorrhoea  after  her  menstrual  periods. 

What,  then,  are  the  conditions  that  might  give  rise  to  snch 
a  pain  as  this. 

The  pain  is  nearly  as  great,  under  slight,  as  under  deep  and 
heavy  pressure.  If  the  pain  arose  from  an  irritated  or  in- 
flammed  bowel,  it  would  increase  as  the  pressure  was  in- 
creased, and  we  could  find  tympanitis.  ^  The  same  objection 
would  apply  to  the  idea  of  local  peritonitis. 

The  pain  might  arise  from  an  inflamed  ovary,  but  there 
is  no  swelling,  or  tumor  in  the  hypogastric  region,  and  bearing 
pressure  on  tne  part,  does  not  increase  the  pain  more  than  a 
slight  pinching  of  the  integuments.  And  on  examination  per 
wiginam^  nothing  wrong  can  be  detected,  either  in  the  uterus, 
or  ovaries. 

Inflammation  of  some  of  the  abdominal  muscles  might 
cause  the  pain,  but  then  the  movements  of  the  limbs  or  boay 
would  increase  the  suffering,  and  the  entire  absence  of 
fever  would  preclude  the  idea  of  sxxy  severe  internal  inflam- 
mation. 
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Last!  J,  the  Bymptoms  mieht  be  referrable  to  that  peculiar 
state  of  the  nerves,  superficial  as  well  as  deep,  which  gives 
rise  to  that  kind  of  pain  which  conventionally  (and,  in  the 
present  state  of  our  knowledge,  conveniently  enough)  we  call 
''hysterical  pain.''  This  pain,  also  called  a  nervous  pun, 
is  no  doubt  just  as  acute  and  severe  to  the  patient's  feelings  as 
any  pain  from  injury  or  organic  lesion,  although,  in  the  parts 
in  which  it  is  seated,  we  can  discover  no  alteration  of  struc- 
ture whatever. 

You  see  that  we  have  excluded  from  the  diagnosis  peri- 
tonitis, enteritis,  and  inflammation  of  the  ovary.  Let  us 
now  inquire  how  far  the  hypothesis  of  the  pain  being  hysteri- 
cal is  borne  out  by  the  accompanying  phenomena. 

The  great  tenderness  of  the  skin  to  the  slightest  touch  is 
very  favorable  to  this  view,  which  is  likewise  supported  by 
the  fact  of  the  little  difference  in  the  intensity  or  the  pain 
under  deep  and  under  suprerficial  pressure. 

The  slightest  touch  to  any  other  part  of  the  body  makes  the 
patient  suodenly- shrink  back  with  a  greater  or  less  expression 
of  pain, — a  character  which  belongs  to  all  these  hy.  terical 
affections*  Often  when  you  bring  the  finger  close  to  the  skin, 
there  is  an  expression  oi  pain  nearly  as  great  as  if  you  hald 
actually  touched  it. 

The  appearance  of  the  countenance,  the  remarkable  depth, 
and  promment  fullness,  with  more  or  less  thickness  of  the 
upper  lip,  and  the  peculiar  drooping  of  the  cje-lids,  are  char- 
acteristic of  the  hysterical  state  of  the  constitution. 

She  also  exhibits  that  irritable  state  of  the  spine,  under 
which  hysterical  patients  are  apt  to  suffer.  The  slightest 
pressure  on  the  spinous  processes,  causes  her  to  shrink,  and  to 
complain  of  pain  shooting  forward  from  the  point  pressed  on; 
and  as  is  the  case  with  most  hysterical  persons,  a  slight  pres« 
sure  on  any  part  of  the  body  ^ives  pain. 

Another  point  confirms  the  idea  tnat  the  pain  has  a  hysteri- 
cal origin.  She  has  never  menstruated  regularly.  Tou  will 
rarely  meet  with  a  case  of  hysteria,  in  which  there  is  not 
some  deviation  from  a  healthy  action  of  the  uterus,  exhibited 
in  the  disturbance  of  the  menstrual  function. 

Thus,  then,  we  arrive  at  the  conclusion,  that  the  symptoms 
in  Harriet  B  ^s  case,  are  to  be  referred  to  a  hysterical 
state  of  the  constitution. 

There  are  many  forms  of  the  hysterical  condition,  and  that 
which  has  been  called  the ''  irritable  uterus,"  is  by  far  the 
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most  formidable.  It  is  chared^sad  by  exmisite  pata^  and 
tenderness  in  the  region  of  the  uterus*  Siig^  pressure  over 
the  organ,  or  examination  per  yagiham,  causes  great  snfferinff^ 
At  the  same  time,  there  is  no  enlargementi  or  other  organia 
change  in  the  organ« 

Another  form  of  local  hysteria,  is  a  pain,  of  frequent 
occurrence  under  either  breast,  more  commonly  under  the 
right.  Lucorrhcea  is  mostljr  present  with  this  pain,  and^  if 
the  discharge  is  cured,  the  pain  will  disappear. 

Local  hysteria  sometimes  osanifests  itself  in  that  pain  in 
the  stomach,  which  is  commonly  called  guitfodjfnioj  and  it 
is  of  great  importance  to  distinguish  it  from  the  pain  resulting 
from  ulcer  of  the  stomach,  as  an  essentially  diffecent  treat- 
ment would  be  applicable  to  each. 

An  important  aifierence  is,  that  in  the  hysterical  affectiout 
the  pain  may  occur  at  any  or  at  all  times,  whether  th  i  stom* 
ach  he  empty  or  full ;  nor  is  any  constant  relation  between  its 
development  and  the  ingestion  of  any  paiticular  kind  of  food. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  pain  from  ulcer  of  the  stomach  is  dia> 
tinctly  influenced  by  the  taking  of  food,  but  especially  of  that 
kind  which  it  is  the  province  of  the  stomach  to  digest.  Pik 
tients  with  nicer  will  tell  you,  that  as  long  sa  they  abstain  from 
food,  they  have  little  or  no  pain ;  but  as  soon  as  they  eat  any- 
thing they  begin  to  suffer,  and  they  are  not  easy  until  digestion 
has  been  completed.  Hysterical  patients,  on  the  other  hand, 
will  tell  you,  that  the  pain  comes  on  as  soon  as  they  rise  in 
the  morning,  and  continues  perhaps  all  day.  You  will  also 
find  that  these  patients  eihibit  more  or  less  of  the  hysterical 
constitution.  With  reference  to  the  diagnosis  between  these 
two  kinds  of  stomach  pain,  you  should  always  inquire  if  there 
has  been  vomiting  ot  bloodi  as  this  forms  a  most  important 
symptom  in  the  history  of  ulcer  of  the  stomach.  Or,  if  there 
have  been  no  vomitine  of  Uood,  you  should  inquire  whether 
it  may  not  have  passed  through  the  pylorus  into  the  intestinal 
canal,  in  which  case  you  will  fincJ,  upon  inquiry,  that  the 
patient  has  passed  very  dark  matter  from  the  bowels ;  the 
8lool8,'in  fact,  exhibit  a  pitchy  character  in  those  cases  in  which 
blood  from  the  stomach  passes  by  the  boweK  The  effecta 
of  the  treatment  to  which  the  palient  is  subjected  will  also 
often  enable  you  to  distinguish  the  true  ulcer  of  the  stomach. 
Beer  and  stimulants,  and  all  acid  drinks,  gi«atly  aggravate  the 
the  pain  from  ulcer,  while  they  often  tend  to  relieve  the  hys- 
terical affection.  Bismuth  acts  very  favorably  in  the  one,  but 
not  so  in  the  other. 
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The  hysterical  spine,  is  another  form  o(  local  hysteria,  of 
which  you  have  a  good  example  in  the  case  before  ns. 
If  yon  pass  your  finger  down  the  spine,  yon  will  find  some 

Slaces  very  irritable;  perhaps  the  painttil  situation  may  becon^ 
ned  to  one  particular  spot,  or  it  may  extend  over  three  or  four 
spinous  processes,  or  the  whole  spine  may  be  affected, 
whichever  be  the  case,  you  will  find  that  the  patient  sud- 
denly shrinks  as  soon  as  the  irritable  part  is  touched,  and 
appears  to  suffer,  and  no  doubt  does  sufl^er,  exauisite  pain. 
Now,  this  condition  has  been  over  and  over  again  mistaken 
ij  careless  practitioners  for  caries  of  one  or  moi*e  of  the 
vertebre  ;  and  in  conseouence,  the  unhappy  Mtients  have 
suffered  firom  all  the  artillery  of  physic;  leecnes,  blisters, 
and  setons  have  been  spplied  to  the  spine,  and  other  an- 
tiphlogistic measures  have  been  resorted  to,  out  without  any 
efiect  heyond,  perhaps,  aggravation  of  the  pain.  The  most 
important  point,  by  means  of  which  you  may  distinguish  ver- 
tebral caries  from  the  hysterical  aflfection  is  this :  in  the  ver« 
tebral  disease  the  pain  is  not  so  excessive,  and  is  always  fixed 
in  one  part,  and  it  will  be  found  to  increase  gradually  as  the 
disease  advances. 

Our  patient,  Harriet  B y  has  continued  in  the  hospital 

for  a  considerable  tima.  Repeated  examinations  tended  only 
to  confirm  the  diagnosis  I  have  given,  and  she  has  had  two  or 
three  hysterical  fits.  On  her  admission  she  was  treated  for 
the  diarrhoea,  under  which  she  was  then  suffering.  The  di- 
arrhcea  ceased,  but  the  pain  remained  unabated. 

Since  that  time  the  treatment  has  been  chiefly  such  as 
would  check  leucorrhoea,  improve  tone,  and  promote  eeneral 
health.  The  tepid  shower-bath,  the  cold  hip-bath,  mild  a]>e* 
rients  with  galbanum,  and  the  citrate  of  iron,  were  adminis* 
tered  for  some  time.  The  result  was  a  very  marked  improve* 
ment  of  the  general  health. 

Notwithstanding  this  treatment  the  paip  in  the  hypofj^ 
trium  continued  troublesome,  although  diminished  in  seventy* 
Local  treatment  was  employed ;  leeches,  blisters,  and  opiatf 
applications  were  applied,  without  ffood  dffeoL  At  lengthy 
fearing  that  these  applications  tended  rather  to  aggravate  the 
pain  by  fixine  her  attention  upon  tfie  affected  part,  which 
undoubtedly  they  are  apt  to  do,  I  applied  a  blister  to  the  coiv 
responding  spot  on  the  left  side,  and  kept  it  discharging  fer 
some  time.  This  treatment  was  attended  with  the  happiest 
result ;  the  pain  left  the  right  side,  but,  at  if  in  iliustration  of 
its  true  nature,  she  now  comptains  of  m  pain  in  the  left  « 
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blistered  side,  less  severe,  however,  than  the  orifftnal  pain. 
Bat  from  the  great  improvements  in  her  general  health,  and 
the  abatement  which  has  already  taken  place  in  her  symptoms, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  time  is  now  the  most  impoitaiit 
element  in  her  caTe.-^Medieal  Times  and  Oazette. 

Ovarian  Dropsy*  Under  the  Care  of  Da*  Tawnbr,  ia 
the  London  Hospital  for  women.--From  the  two  cases  reported 
by  Dr.  T.,  it  would  seem  that  ovarian  dropsies  may  be  cored 
without  the  formidable  operations  by  which  so  many  of  the 
aspiring  surgeons  of  the  day,  ex[)ect  to  gain  unfading  honors. 
llis  mode  of  treatment  was  simply  tapping  the  sack^  and 
drawing  off  the  fluid.  In  one  case,  he^drew  off  nine  pints  of 
a  dark  colored  gelatinous  li(}uid,  and  no  reaccumulation  of 
fluid  followed.  The  patient  is  enjoying  good  health,  up  to  this 
time. 

From  another  case,  thirty-five  pints  were  drawn,  and  the 
woman  recovered  her  health,  which  had  been  much  impaired 
by  the  disease ;  but  in  this  case,  there  is  an  appearance  of 
returning  enlargement. 


UNITED  STATES. 

Elephantiasis  Arabum  of  the  Sight  Inferior  Extremity 
suceessfuUy  treated  by  Ligature  of  the  Femoral  Artery. — By 
M.  J.  Carnoohran,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
New  York  Medical  College.  Elephantiasis  is  a  disease  that 
so  seldom  occurs  in  this  country,  it  is  probable  that  most  of 
our  readers  will  never  meet  with  a  case ;  but  the  one  report- 
ed by  Dr.  Camochran,  with  his  treatment,  is  so  instructive 
that  we  have  determined  to  transfer  it  to  our  pages. 

Case. — Charles  Roller,  of  lymphatic  temperament,  and 
short  stature,  set.  27,  bom  in  Aix-la-Chapelle — occupation, 
mechanic,  left  his  home  in  December,  1849,  landed  in  New 
York  in  February,  1861,  went  thence  to  Connecticut,  where^ 
for  eight  months,  he  worked  in  a  factory,  standing  during  his 
hours  of  labor ;  thence  went  to  Virginia,  where  he  worked  on 
a  farm  for  about  six  months,  at  the  expiration  of  which  period 
he  was  taken  with  fever,  of  an  intermittent  character,  up  to 
that  time,  he  had  always  been  in  good  health. 

During  the  fever,  the  inguinal  glands  on  the  right  side  be* 
came  swollen  and  oainful ;  the  swelling  and  pain  extending  in 
the  course  of  the  remoral  vessels  as  fitr  as  the  knee.    The 
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pain  was  followed  bj  swelling  and  redness  of  the  thigh  down 
to  the  knee.  From  the  knee,  the  pain  and  swelling  continued 
to  extend  downwards  as  far  as  the  toes ;  being,  at  this  time, 
confined  chiefly  to  the  portions  of  the  limb  alon^  the  course 
of  the  saphena  vein,  and  also  of  the  posterior  tibial  vessels. 
The  redness  and  tumefaction  here,  as  m  the  thigh,  was  prece- 
ded by  deep-seated  pain.  The  tumefaction  of  the  limo  con- 
tinued to  increase ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  febrile  exacerba- 
tions occurred  at  intervals,  varying  from  two  to  six  days. 
After  a  period  of  about  six  weeks  from  the  commencement  of 
the  disease,  the  fever  entirely  disappeared,  and  by  this  time, 
also,  the  pain  and  redness  had  entirely  ceased;  the  limb, 
however,  remaining  hard,  swollen,  and  rough,  and  presenting, 
in  a  marked  degree,  the  peculiar  characteristics  of  Elephantia- 
sis Arabum,  in  the  chronic  period  of  the  disease.  From  this 
time  forward,  the  hardness  and  intumescence  gradually  in- 
creased, and  the  limb  became  so  cumbersome,  that  the  patient 
was  obliged  to  give  up  all  business,  and  confine  himself 
chiefly  to  a  recumbent  posture.  In  this  condition,  the  patient 
left  Virginia  for  the  purpose  of  seeking  medical  relief  at  the 
New  York  Emigrants'  Hospital,  into  which  he  was  admitted 
the  15th  of  Januaiy,  1851.  The  appearance  of  the  patient 
on  entering  the  Hospital,  was  somewnat  emaciated.  He  had 
no  febrile  symptoms,  and  the  chief  diflSculty  under  which  he 
labored,  arose  from  the  enlarged  and  hypertrophied  condition 
of  the  right  inferior  extremity. 

The  limb  was  enlarged  from  the  toes  to  within  a  short  dis- 
tance below  Poupait's  ligament.  The  thigh,  although  en- 
larged, was  not  much  indurated :  while,  from  a  short  distance 
above  the  patella,  downwards,  the  limb  presented  a  dense, 
hypertrophied,  hard,  scaly,  shapeless  mass,  the  appearance  of 
which,  will  be  best  apprehended  by  referring  to  the  accompa- 
nyinff  plate. 

The  morbid  condition  of  the  tissues  pervaded  the  foot  and 
toes,  there  presenting  groups  of  tuberculated  growths.  The 
circumference  of  the  limb,  around  the  ankle,  was  nearly  as 
lar^  as  that  of  the  calf;  measuring  flfteen  and  one-half  inches, 
while  the  circumference  of  the  calf  measured  nineteen  and 
one-half  inches. 

The  patient  was  put  under  treatment  upon  entering  the 
Hospital.  The  recumbent  posture  was  enjoined,  and  for  some 
time  various  discutient  lotions  were  used.  Bandaging  was  re- 
sorted to,  with  frictions  of  ung.  Potass.  lodid ;  the  Iodide  of 
Potassium  being  also  prescribed  internally. 
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At  timasi  alsoi  the  iLtnb  was  painted  with  strong  tinctnre  of 
Iodine;  local  and  general  baths  were  used,  regular  baodaeiiig 
of  the  limb,  from  the  toes  upward,  being  the  while  careiuUjr 
observed. 

This  plan  of  treatment  was  perseveringly  adhered  to  from 
the  16th  of  January  to  the  22d  of  March,  a  period  of  a  little 
over  two  months,  without  any  amelioration.  Having  thus 
tried,  without  success,  Ihe  method  of  treatment  most  approved 
of,  I  proposed  to  place  a  ligature  upon  the  femoral  artery,  with 
a  view  of  changing  the  morbid  condition  of  the  structures  sup> 
plied  by  the  branoies  of  this  arterial  trunk*  A  conaultation 
was  held,  and  my  proposition  was  acceded  to  as  preferable  to 
amputation,  the  usual  alternative  resorted  to  in  tnis  stage  and 
extent  of  the  disease.  Accordingly,  on  the  twenty-second  of 
March,  1861, 1  secured  the  femoral  artery,  a  short  distance 
below  the  origin  of  the  arteria  profunda.  Upon  ewosing  the 
femoral  artery,  this  arterial  tube  was  found  to  be  chang^,  so 
as  to  present  an  af^arance  somewhat  like  the  color  of  the 
aorta  of  the  ox,  and  to  be  larger  than  the  common  iliac  of  the 
human  subject*  In  consequence  of  this  aj»pearance  of  the 
artery,  after  some  hesitation,  I  aj^lied  the  ligature,  preferring 
to  do  this,  rather  than  to  expose  the  external  iliac,  of  tha 
soundness  of  which  I  could  not  be  certain. 

The  ligature  caoie  away  from  the  femoral  artery  on  the 
eleventh  day,  accompanied  by  secondary  hemorrhage,  the 
occurrence  of  which  i  had  expected  as  probable.  For  the 
purpose  of  arresting  the  hemorrhage,  the  txierual  iliac  artery 
was  secured  by  Kgature,  by  Dr.  A.  E.  Hosack,  who  happened 
to  be  on  duty  at  the  time  in  the  Hospital.  The  external  iliac 
was  found  to  be  about  the  siae  of  the  brachial  artery.  This, 
for  a  time,  apparently  had  some  influence  on  the  hemorrhage; 
but  on  the  following  day,  bleeding  was  again  renewed  fron^ 
the  orifice,  in  the  femoral  artery,  with  as  much  pnc^fusion  aa 
ever. 

The  hemorrhage  was  now  restrained  by  the  prompt  appli- 
cation of  a  tourniquet,  on  the  cardiac  side  of  the  bleeding  ori* 
fice,  by  the  house  surgeons,  Drs.  Thompson  and  A.  SL 
Smith. 

This  even  failed  to  stop  permanently  the  hemorrhage,  and 
the  blood  recommenced  ooaing  copiously  at  intervals.  The 
patient  was  now  sinking  fast,  and  tne  ligature  of  the  commofi 
iliac,  or  amputation  at  the  hip^oint,  appeared  to  be  the  only 
resources  left.  But  the  hemorrhage  now  being  evidently  re* 
flux,  it  was  suggested  to  aj^dy  the  tourniquet  so  as  to  pra» 
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dace  compression  on  the  dMal  ride  of  the  bleeding  orifice : 
this  was  done,  and  was  followed  by  a  complete  cessation  of 
the  bleeding. 

From  this  time,  (April  4th,  1861,)  the  house  surgeon  kept 
an  instructive  record  of  the  case,  which  record  I  have  now 
before  me.  t'or  several  days  the  pulse  ranged  from  115  to 
108 :  the  dressings  were  t;areftilly  attended  to,  and  light  diet 

Erescribed.  On  tne  12th,  the  leg  was  found  to  be  considera- 
ly  reduced  in  size,  and  the  ligature  of  the  external  iliac  came 
away.  On  the  17th,  brandy  and  quinine,  with  good  nourish- 
ment, were  ordered.  On  May  the  let,  finding  the  leg  still 
more  reduced  and  the  lower  wound  healed,  I  oraered  tindure 
Of  iodine  to  be  painted  on  the  leg,  and  the  bandage  to  be  con- 
tinued ;  I  also  ordered  a  solution  of  chloride  ot  soda  to  be 
Used  as  a  wash  on  the  upper  wound,  which  continued  to  dis- 
charge freely. 

The  patient  now  went  on  gradually  improving  in  strength 
and  appearance,  and  left  the  Hospital  in  the  latter  part  of 
June,  completely  cured  of  his  malady.  At  this  date,  sixteen 
months  after  the  ligature  of  the*  femoral  artery,  the  patient  is 
in  robust  health,  and  presents  no  indications  that  the  disease 
Will  return. 

Remarki  on  the  PreparaHan  of  Hvdraitd  iiegqui-oxitU  of 
Irot^  Of  on  Antidoit  to  Arsenic.  By  Wm.  Proctor,  Jr. 
**-From  an  article  in  the  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  we 
extract  a  formula  for  the  preparation  of  the  most  e£Bcient  an- 
tidote to  arsenic  that  is  known  to  the  profession*  Some  years 
ainoe  we  performed  a  series  of  experiments  on  rolf ,  with  arse- 
mc  and  this  antidote,  and  proved  it  to  be  a  safe  and  certain 
lemedy,  if  administered  a  short  time  after  the  poison  had  been 
swallowed.  We  liberated  one  rat  that  had  been  in  our  service 
two  weeks,  and  had  repeatedly  taken  what  wouU  have  been 
a  fatal  dose  of  anenic,  if  he  had  not  taken  the  antidote. 

The  following  formula,  which  is  somewhat  different  from 
that  proposed  in  1843,  is  easily  executed,  and  furnishes  a  con- 
centrated solution  of  the  ter-sesquioulphate  of  iron  of  known 
strength,  so  that  the  operator  can  graduate  the  precise  quantity 
of  oxide  hy  means  of  his  measure  giaes* 

Take  of  (proto)  sulphate  of  iron,  (well  crystaliioed,)  sixty- 
four  ounces  Troy. 

tfa^pbttric  add,  seven  fluid  ounces. 

Nitrie  acid,  n.  gr«  188,  twelve 

Waleiv  a  sMwiriont  qwotity. 
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Bediice  the  sulphate  of  iron  to  moderatelr  fine  powder  in 
an  iron  mortar,  mix  together  the  acids  and  five  fluid  ounces 
of  water,  put  the  mixture  in  a  large  porcelain  capsule  on  the 
sand  bath  or  other  regular  source  of  heat^  and  aod  the  pow- 
dered sulphate,  about  two  ounces  at  a  time,  stirrins;  after  each 
addition,  till  the  effervescence  ceases,  until  all  has  Been  added, 
and  the  elimination  of  nitrous  fumes  has  ceased.  In  the 
absence  of  a  porcelain  capsule  and  sand-bath,  the  operator  maj 
use  a  gallon  glass  jar  supported  in  a  vessel  of  boilii^  water ;  ia 
either  case,  the  vessel  snould  be  large  enough  to  aUow  for  ac- 
tive effervescence,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the 
operation  should  be  performed  under  a  chimneyhood,  or  in 
the  open  air,  to  avoid  the  noxious  fumes  of  nitrous  acid.  The 
dense  solution  thus  obtained  should  then  be  diluted  with  water 
until  it  measures  four  and  a  half  pints,(wine  measure,)  and 
then  filtered  through  thick  muslin. 

Solution  of  ter-sulj)hate  of  iron  thus  prepared,  has  a  dark 
reddish-brown  color  m  quantity,  the  specific  gravity  of  1.687 
at  60  ^  F.,  but  little  if  any  odor,  a  jpowerful  stjrptic  taste,  and 
mixes  readily  with  water,  so  as  to  lorm  a  solution  with  more 
color  in  proportion  to  its  dilution  than  the  strong  liquid. 
Each  fiuia  ounce  of  this  solution  contains  a  fraction  more  than 
120  grains  of  sesqui-oxide ;  each  fluid  drachm  15  grains,  and 
each  minim  a  quarter  of  a  grain ;  and  as  it  is  equally  appli- 
cable for  preparing  the  oxide  for  chemical  as  for  antiaotel 
purposes,  tnis  correspondence  of  weights  with  measures  gives 
great  facility  in  calculating  any  precise  quantity  desired. 

It  is  this  solution  which  I  liave  proposed  should  be  kept  by 
every  apothecary  as  the  source  or  hydrated  sesqui-oxide  of 
iron,  its  strength  is  such  that  it  requires  about  an  equal 
measure  of  commercial  solution  of  ammonia  (sp.  gr.  .MO,) 
to  decompose  it.  The  apothecarjr  who  is  suddenly  called 
upon  for  the  antidote  will  proceed  in  the  following  manner : 

Take  of  Solution  of  ter-sulphate  of  iron,  half  a  pint. 
<*        Solution  of  ammonia,  half  pint,  (or  a  sufficient 

quantity.) 
<^        Water,  a  sufficient  quantity. 

Pour  the  solution  of  iron  into  a  half  gallon  jar,  add  two 
pints  of  water,  and  then  add  the  ammonia,  stirring  constantly 
until  in  slight  excess.  This  is  known  when,  after  displacing 
the  air  in  the  jar  by  blowing,  it  continues  to  smell  slightly  of 
ammonia.  The  contents  of  the  iar  are  then  thrown  on  a  piece 
of  strong  muslin,  previously  well  moistened,  and  the  liquid, 
holding  m  solution  sulphate  of  ammonia,  expressed  fiK>m  it  as 


quickly  as  possible,  uotill  the  oxide  remains  in  the  doth  of  a 
pasty  consistence.  The  cloth  is  then  opened  on  a  di  sb,  water 
added^nd  incorporated  with  the  oxide  by  means  of  a  spatula, 
and  then  again  expressed.  If  the  demand  is  urgent,  the  oxide 
may  be  sent  without  further  washing;  if  not  urgent,  the  washing 
may  be  repeated  twice  more.  It  is  then  quickly  removed  by 
a  spatula  from  the  cloth  to  a  quart  mortiur,  and  water  mixed 
with  it  by  trituration,  until  it  measures  a  pint,  when  it  should 
be  poured  into  a  wide-mouthed  bottle,  corked,  and  the  follow- 
ing label  attached,  viz : 

HYDRATED  8E8QUI-OXYDE  OP  IRON. 

^CPtiil  Oxydxin  Bydistmi  XJ»  S*  PbuBL) 
ilnlidbCe  to  Anenie, 

Thin  pnpantion  eonsitts  of  Hydrated  Sesqui-oxide  of  Iron 
and  water,  lo  snch  proportion  that  each  table  spoonfal  contaioB 
tAtriy  ^ina  of  the  dir  ozyde ;  and  is  intended  to  neotraliae 
the  poisonous  effect  of  Artenimu  add,  or  eemiiMi  whUe  anenie, 
when  taken  into  the  stomach.  It  is  well  to  precede  the  admin- 
istration of  this  antidote  by  an  active  emetic  of  ipecacuanha  or 
of  mustard,  so  that  any  undisa^red  arsenic  mar  be  thus  me- 
chanically remoTed,  if  poaaibla.  If,  howerer,  this  has  not  been 
done  before  obtaining  the  anHdoie,  no  time  should  be  lost  in  eiy- 
ing  it.  The  patient  should  take  a  table  spoonful  for  a  dose 
every  five  or  ten  minutes,  bat  if  vomiting  shoald  intervene,  let 
a  dose  be  given  immediately  after  each  attack,  unless  otherwise 
directed  bv  the  physician  in  attendance. 

When  tne  poisoning  has  been  caused  b^  aneniUi  tf  patoBm, 
(Fowler's  Mineral  Solution,)  asds  or  mnmoma,  or  by  the  salts  of 
arweme  add,  after  giving  the  firet  dose,  add  six  table  spoonfuls  of 
vin^r  to  the  contents  of  the  bottle,  and  shake  it  a  few  minutes, 
untilthe  acidity  is  neutralised,  and  then  give  it  as  above. 

NitrO'mereuial  Tettfar  Albumen  and  other  Protein  Com* 
pounds. — The  nitro-mercurial  solution  of  M.  Millon  is  pre- 
pared by  adding  to  the  metal  mercury,  anjequal  weight  of  nitric 
acid,  containing  four  and  a  half  equivalents  of  water.  This 
mixture  is  to  be  gently  heated  until  the  metal  is  completely 
dissolved,  when  two  volumes  of  water  are  to  be  added  to  one 
volume  of  the  nitro-mercurial  solution.  After  standing  some 
time,  the  clear  liauid  is  to  be  poured  off.  This  acid  solution 
of  mercury,  M .  Millon  says,  is  a  very  delicate  test  for  all 
albuminoid  substances,  as  well  as  for  many  secondary  pro- 
ducts connected  with  it.  It  imparts  a  deep  red  color  to  such 
substances,  and  by  its  application  as  a  reagent,  the  ten-thous- 
andth part,  or  even  less  of  albumen,  may  be  detected.  He 
affirms  that  cotton,  various  kinds  of  starch,  and  gum-arabic, 
assume  a  very  distinct  rose-tint  when  brought  into  contact 
with  it.    The  urine  is  almost  immediately  rendered  of  a 
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rose-red  color*  The  albumen  of  the  blood,  and  of  vegetafalea, 
fibrine,  caaein,  gluten,  legumin,  silk  wool,  feathen,  horn,  the 
epidermis,  aelatme,  chondrine,  protein,  the  cornea  of  the  eye, 
&c.,  are  all  rendered  more  or  less  red  by  the  application  of 
this  test. 

Trtaimtnt  of  EpUepiV.  By  Houaob  OBBsir,  M.  D*, 
Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  in  Uie  N.  T. 
Medical  College.— *It  seems  thnt  this,  heretofore,  intractable 
malady  is  aboat  to  be  vanquished  in  the  onward  march  of 
medical  science.  Its  terrible  stren^h  has  already  been  8ttb« 
dued  in  many  cases,  and  this  fact  gives  us  strong  grounds  for 
the  hope  that  the  idea  has  been  advanced  that  will  finally 
bring  it  under  the  control  of  our  skill. 

Professor  Green  in  this  communication,  after  making  some 
remarks  on  the  theoiy  of  Marshall  Hall,  gives  the  following 
case. 

Casx. — Mr.  B.  is  thirty-seven  years  old,  has  had  epileptic 
fits  during  a  period  of  twenty-seven  years — the  disease  having 
commenced  at  the  age  of  ten  years.  It  was  supposed,  in  its 
commencement,  to  depend  on  the  presence  or  worms.  At 
first,  the  spasms  occurred  once  in  two  weeks.  In  some  in- 
stances he  would  escape  for  a  month,  or  even  for  two  months, 
but  ordinalily  the  attacks  were  about  once  a  fortnight.  This 
continued  until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age,  unrelieved  ap- 
parently, by  any  of  the  many  remedies  employed.  At  this 
period,  Mr.  B.,  at  the  advice  of  his  physician,  commenced 
the  internal  use  of  the  nitrate  of  silver.  Beginning  with  the 
eighth  of  a  gmin  twice  a  day,  the  amount  was  gradually  in- 
creased to  half  a  fpnAn  twice  daily,  and  subsequently  three 
times  a  day.  This  quantity,  amounting  to  one  grain  and  a 
half  a  day,  was  continued  for  a  period  of  two  ytatM  !  Not 
under  the  advice  of  his  physician  however,  was  this  amount 
eontinued~-fortbe  patient  was  repeatedly  warned  of  the  result 
that  would  follow  in  the  discoloration  of  his  skin,  from  this 
protracted  use  of  the  remedy.  But  as  the  attacks  diminished 
in  their  frequency,  under  its  employment,  he  was  encouraged 
to  proceed,  and  deliberately  preferred  to  risk  the  anticipated 
evil,  rather  than  relinquish  the  hope  of  reeoi^ery.  The  reme- 
edy  was  continued,  the  attacks  of  enilepsy  occurred  with  less, 
and  still  less  frequency,  until,  at  tne  end  of  two  yeare  from 
the  commencing  of  the  use  of  medicine,  they  had  ceased  alto- 
gether. But  long  before  the  disease  disa|q)eared  entirely,  the 
nitrate  had  made  its  appearance  on  the  surface,  and  fay  the 
time  the  patient  was  restored,  his  skin  had  received  the  dark. 
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blue  tinge  of  the  salt ;  a  tinge  that  has  remained  to  the  present 
time,  through  a  period  of  fifteen  years,  unchanged,  except  that 
it  has  assumed  of  late  years,  a  still  darker  hue  than  it  at  first 
presented.* 

At  twentjr-four  jears  of  age,  Mr.  B.  was  married,  and 
soon  after  his  mamage  he  met  with  an  accident,  whilst  travel- 
ing, in  the  upsetting  of  a  stage-coach,  by  which,  although  not 
materially  injured,  his  nervous  system  was  much  excited, 
and  to  this  he  attributes  the  return  of  the  disorder,  which  took 
place  not  long  after  the  occurrence  of  this  accident. 

The  recurrence  of  the  disease  after  an  interval  of  more 
than  two  years,  was  in  the  manner  of  its  return  similar  to  the 
first  attack.  The  fits  were  light  and  occurred  at  long  intervals 
at  first,  but  they  soon  increased  in  severity  and  frequency,  and 
continued  in  this  way  through  the  subsequent  four  or  five 
years.  During  this  period  he  hurried  his  wife,  but  was  mar- 
ried again  at  thirty  years  of  age ;  and  Mr.  B.  states  that  after 
his  second  marriage  his  attacks  of  epilepsy  were  less  frequent, 
and  were  lighter  than  they  had  been  for  several  years  previous 
to  this  event.  But  in  1847,  his  second  wife  died,  and  after  the 
occurrence  of  this  event,  his  attacks,  he  states,  were  again  more 
frequent,  and  aftee  a  time,  became  as  aggravated  as  ever. 

*The  inquiry  hai  been  frequently  mtde,  whether  in  my  case  I  have  obeerred 
•<  diflcoloration  of  the  akin  to  have  occcuTed  in  patients,  from  topical  applica- 
tions of  the  nitrate  of  silver?"  In  no  instance  in  my  own  practice,  has  such 
an  event  ever  occurred. 

Several  years  ago  a  young;  clergyman,  laboring  under  chnmic  laryngitis, 
called  on  me  for  medical  treatment,  whose  skin  I  observed,  was  dyed  of  tibe 
pecuUar  tinge  of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  and  who,  on  my  inquiring  into  the  causa, 
gave  me  the  following  statement  Some  eighteen  months  before  this  gentlo- 
man  came  under  the  care  of  a  surg^n  of  this  city  by  whom  he  was  treated, 
for  a  period  of  six  months,  by  daily  applications  of  a  strong  solution  of  the 
nitrate  of  silver,  not  to  the  larynx,  but  to  the  pharynx  and  oesophagus  of  this 
patient  A  large  sponge  capable  of  holding  a  great  quantity  of  the  fluid,  waa 
employod  for  thia  purpose.  Consequently,  at  each  application,  from  half  a 
drachm  to  a  drachm  of  the  solution  found  its  way  into  the  patient's  stomach. 
Failing  to  reach  the  disease,  which  was  located  in  the  tarynXf  the  Doctor  gave 
the  instrument  to  the  patient  and  directed  him  to  continue  the  treatment  This 
was  done.  The  patient  repeated  the  applications  daily,  for  eight  months 
longer,  making  in  all  fourteen  months,  during  which  time  the  gentleman  was 
taking  daily  into  his  stomach  a  full  dose  of  nitrate  of  silver!  Permanent  dis- 
coloration of  the  skin,  as  might  have  been  anticipated,  followed  this  treatment. 

Under  appropriate  applications  to  the  larynx,  this  gentleman,  in  the  couisa 
of  a  few  weeks,  was  relieved  of  his  malady ;  but  the  discoloration  remaina,  and 
his  case  has  been  frequently  noticed  by  the  Medical  Journals,  and  he  has  bean 
exhibited  before  one  Medical  Society  of  a  neighboring  State  without  the  above 
explanations,  as  an  instance  where  th^  topical  use  of  the  remedy  had  resulted 
in  producing  a  tinge  of  the  patient*s  skin. 
VOL.  XIV — 16 
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Early  in  September,  1852,  Mr.  B.  called  oa  roe  for  medical 
advice^  at  which  time  I  learned  the  biBtonr  of  his  case,  and 
his  then  present  condition.  His  mind  bad  been  greatly  im- 
paired by  the  severity  and  frequency  of  the  attacks.  For  a 
period  of  four  years,  preoeeding  the  above  date,  the  fits  bad 
come  on,  not  only  daily,  tmt  generally  several  would  occur 
every  day,  and  not  unfrequently  as  many  as  six  or  eight  attacks 
would  take  place  every  twenty-four  hours.  If  he  escaped  a  sii^ 
gle  day,  as  was  sometimes  the  case,  be  was  sure  to  have  an  in- 
creased number  on  the  following  day.  The  attacks  were  sod- 
den, frequently  dashing  the  patient  with  the  greatest  violence 
on  the  ground,  and  often  causing  the  infliction  of  serious  iqa- 
ries.  Nothing  like  aura  tpUtfiica^  or  any  other  premonitonr 
symptom,  was  observed  by  the  patient  or  his  friencs  to  preceoa 
tne  nL  The  seizure  would  occur  under  all  circumstances,  wbea 
walking  the  street,  when  sitting  quietly  in  his  room,  or  ia 
church,  and  frequently  during  deep.  £very  part  of  this  pa- 
tient's person  has  been  more  or  less  injured  by  the  violent 
falls  on  pavements,  curb-stones,  and  other  dangerous  places, 
when  thus  attacked.  Twice  has  his  arm  been  broken,  his 
bead  frequently  cut  open  and  the  skull  laid  bare,  and  several 
of  his  fingers  have  been  broken  and  dislocated,  by  his  falls. 
Indeed,  ^r  years  has  the  life  of  this  patient  been  one  of  per- 
petual sufierin^  and  danger. 

After  learning  the  history  of  his  case,  I  informed  Mr.  B. 
of  the  views  entertained  by  Dr.  Hall,  and  of  the  operation 
proposed  by  him,  for  the  treatment  of  certain  forms  of  epi- 
lepsy. He  at  once  expressed  an  earnest  desire  that  the  opera* 
tion  should  be  performed  in  his  own  case. 

The  fact  that  the  disease  had  been  once  arrested,  for 
a  period  of  two  years,  by  medication,  convinced  mc  that  it 
was  not  dependent  for  its  cause,  on  organic  change  of  struc- 
ture, and  Fpromised  Mr.  B.  that  I  would  consult  with  mj 
colleague,  Professor  Camochan,  and  if  he  coincided  with  me, 
in  regard  to  its  propriety,  the  operation  should  be  performed. 
On  stating  the  case  to  Dr.  C,  he  regarded  it  as  one  for  wh'ch 
the  operation  of  tracheotomy  was  particularly  indicated ;  and 
accordingly  the  day  was  appointed,  much  to  the  gratification 
of  the  patient,  when  the  operation  should  be  performed.  At 
this  time  Mr.  B.'s  attacks  were  very  frequent,  generally  six  or 
eigjht  fits  were  occurrinjg  every  day.  His  mind  was  considera- 
oly  affected,  he  was  dejected,  ana  his  memory  much  impaired. 
In  this  state  he  again  called  on  me  a  day  or  two  before  the 
time  appointed  for  the  operation,  and  m^ently  requested  that 
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it  migfaft  be  performed  at  once,  declaring  that  he  would  under- 

!^o  any  treatment  that  would  afford  the  smallest  i^opeof  relief 
rom  the  miseiy  he  endured. 

In  reflecting  on  this  patient's  case  in  oonnection  with  the 
theory  advanced  by  Marshall  Hall,  I  recollected  the  fact,  that 
spasm  of  the  glottis  occurring  in  my  practice,  in  laryngeal  dis* 
ease,  had  in  many  instances,  yielded  to  the  local  applica- 
tions of  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  l&fynx ;  and  at  this  interview, 
I  proposed  to  Mr.  B.  to  try  the  ^cts  of  eauUrizatiom  of  the 
larynx^  before  having  recourse  to  tracheotomy.  He  consented, 
»Ddwith  a  qionge-probang  I  immediately  applied  a  strong 
solution  of  the  nitrate  of  alver  to  the  interior  of  the  larynK. 
Af  this  first  application  of  the  remedy  to  the  larynx,  I  re- 
marked the  unusual  insensibility  of  the  parts  to  the  local  irri- 
tant ;  for,  although  the  ordinary  caution,  that  of  cauteriEtng 
Ike  pharynx  and  opening  the  glottis  before  passing  the  pro- 
bang  into  the  larynx,  was  not  adopted,  yet  not  the  slightest 
cough  or  apparent  irritation  was  induced,  notwdthstanding  the 
floonge,  charged  with  a  strow  solution  of  the  salt,  (46  grs.  to 
tne  oz.  of  water,)  was  carrica  deep  into  the  larynx.  On  the 
following  Aaj  the  patient  returned,  and  the  application  was 
repeated,  and  this  was  done  daily  for  five  or  six  consecutive 
days.  It  should  be  remembered  that  when  this  lodd  treat- 
ment was  commenced  the  patient  was  having  some  six  or 
eight  attacks  of  epileptic  fits,  daily ;  and  that  with  ttie  occa- 
ttonal  exceptions,  of  whidi  I  have  spoken,  these  attadis  had 
occurred  daily,  during  a  period  of  four  years.  After  the  first 
application  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  larynx,  the  spasms 
ceased,  and  Mr.  B.  passed  aver  a  period  of  ten  days  vniAoni 
having  a  simgh  ejnleptic  aUaek.  The  change  that  took 
place  m  this  period  in  his  mental  powers  was  as  marked  as 
that  which  occurred  in  the  diseased  nervous  functions.  Hie 
mind,  before  obscured,  became  clear,  hLs  memory  improved, 
and  he  exhibited  a  spirit  bouyant  and  happy  when  freed  from 
the  evil  ratriit  which  nad  so  long  possessea  him. 

This  intermission  continued  until  the  /en^day,  whcp  after 
having  been  exposed  to  considerable  excitement  in  the  trans- 
action of  some  Dusiness,  he  had  a  slight  epileptic  attack.  On 
the  two  or  three  following  days  he  had  several  attacks  on 
each  of  these  c&ys.  The  treatment  was  again  renewed,  and 
after  a  few  cauterizations  cS  the  lamix  the  qnuims  affsin 
ceased^  and  the  patient  escaped  throuf|h  another  period  of  ton 
days  when  the  attacks  came  on  as  before.  It  was  now  aj^Mi- 
rent  that  the  disease  partook. of  that  intermittent  eharaeter 
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which  has  been  observed  by  Dr.  Babbington  and  other 
ters  on  Epilepsy. 

The  attacks  had  occurred  so  constantly,  through  so  lonff  a 
period  of  years,  that  I  could  not  |leam  that  anything  liae 
neriodicity  had  been  before  observed  as  a  characteristic  of  the 
aisease  in  this  case.  This  feature,  however,  was  so  apparent 
tio w,  that  I  determined  to  try  the  effect  of  quinine,  in  order, 
if  possible  to  break  it  up. 

Again  were  the  applications  of  the  nitrate  renewed,  and  in 
order  to  produce  as  much  effect  as  possible  on  the  laiynx,  the 
strength  of  the  solution  was  increased  to  eighty  grains  to  the 
ounce  of  water,  and  sponge -probang,  neaiiy  straihgt,  beinc 
used,  the  applications  were  carried  through  the  laiynz  ana 
trachea  to  the  bronchial  bifurcation.* 

As  in  each  instance  before,  the  spasms  ceased  after  contin- 
uinc;  the  application  a  few  days,  and  passing  the  critical  pe- 
riod;  but  as  the  patient  approached  the  termination  of  tnis 
second  dtcadty  he  was  directed  to  take  ten  grains  of  quinine 
daily,  for  several  days.  This  was  done,  the  applications 
were  continued,  and  the  patient  passed  over  the  critical  pe- 
riod, and  on  the  ninetunth  day,  without  experiencing  the 
slightest  attack. 

in  this  period  of  immunity  from  the  disease — a  longer  period 
than  had  occurred  in  many  years — Mr.  B.'s  spirits  ana  een- 
eral  health  improved  constantly,  and  he  occupied  himself  in 
his  business  (tnat  of  collector)  almost  daily,  during  this  inter* 
val.  But  near  the  close  of  the  nineteentn  day,  or  about  the 
commencement  of  the  twentieth,  his  disease  again  returned, 
and  the  fits  occurred  as  before  for  several  successive  c^ays. 
There  was  no  difficulty,'  however,  in  arresting  the  spasms  by 
the  topical  treatment,  as  soon  as  this  period  was  Pps^  i  <^ 
this  has  been  the  case  up  to  the  present  time.  That  is,  no 
difficulty  occurs  in  arresting  entirely  the  attacks  of  epilepsy, 
for  a  period  of  from  ten  to  twenty  days,  during  which  inter- 
val the  patient  appears  in  excellent  health,  in  good  spirits,  and 
in  the  possession  of  his  ordinary  mental  powers. 

In  three  instances,  since  the  commencement  of  this  treat* 
ment,  has  the  patient  been  carried  over  the  first  decade,  but 
in  no  instance,  as  yet,  have  we  been  able  to  get  over  the  twtn^ 
Heih  day,  without  a  return  of  the  disease.  At  this  present 
ime,  January  27th,  he  is  on  one  of  his  intermissian  periods, 

•At  the  present  dajr.  Mr.  Editor,  I  trust  this  assertion  esn  be  made  without 
kariog  one's  Tenetty  called  in  qaesllon,  or  eDdnngeriiig  oite^s  eMMS  in  nay 
msdical  soois^  to  whioh  hs  maj  bnloiig  I 
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and  he  appears  as  exempt  from  all  disease,  and  declares  that 
he  feels  as  well  as  he  has  felt  at  any  time  of  his  life. 

As  the  patient  has  in  only  one  instance,  as  yet,  emplojyred 
freely  the  anti-periodic  remedy,  it  has  been  determined  to 
enter  again  on  its  use,  with  the  hope  that  by  its  full  adminis- 
tration the  intermittent  character  of  the  disease  may  be  con- 
trolled, and  the  patient  restored  to  permanent  health. 

Without  endorsing  all  the  views  advanced  by  Marshall 
Hall,  on  the  nature  and  treatment  of  some  of  the  diseases  of 
the  nervous  system,  I  am  prepared  to  admit  that  the  practical 
results  in  this  case  have  airesidy  been  such  as  to  warrant  the 
conclusion  that  in  epilepsy  not  originating  in  organic  lesion, 
a  morbid  condition  of  tne  larjrnx  may  constitute  the  essen- 
tial connecting  link  between  the  primary  exciting  cause  of 
the  disease  and  the  subsequent  convulsions ;  and  to  warrant 
the  hope  that  in  recent  cases  of  inorganic  epilepsy,  we  have 
it  in  our  power,  by  an  entirely  safe  and  facile  moae  of  treat- 
ment to  breakup  this  eonnection^  and  arrest  the  disease. 

January  37, 1863. 

Traumatic  Tetanus. — By  G.  T.  Stull,  M.  D. — A  negro 
irl,  the  property  of  W.  H.  Blakeage,  about  seventeen, 
ealthy,  full  habit,  copper  complexion,  (had  a  sister  subject 
to  fits,)  on  the  30th  of  Septemoer  last  stuck  a  splinter  under 
the  nail  of  the  middle  finger.  Four  days  after  the  accident, 
she  complained.  It  had  festered  at  the  end  of  the  finger.  An 
attempt  oeing  made  to  extract  i*^,  she  was  suddenly  thrown 
into  violent  tetanic  spasm.  To-day,  Nov.  2,  A.  M.,  I  was 
called ;  found  her  speechless,  and  apparently  unconscious,  with 
jaws  firmly  clenched,  hurried  respiration^  Quick  pulse,  some 
flexibility  of  the  extremities  at  the  intervals  between  severe 
tetanic  convulsions.  During  the  spasm  she  was  thrown  back- 
wards as  in  Opisthotonos.  The  nnger,  and  even  radial  nerve 
and  cervical  plexus  of  nerves,  were  very  sensitive ;  any  irri- 
tation or  pressure  on  these  parts  would  produce  a  convulsive 
spasm.  I  administered  chloroform,  by  inhalation,  until  com- 
pletely under  its  influence,  and  cuppedfreely  over  the  irritable 
spine.  I  was  now  able,  with  tne  handle  of  a  strong  iron 
spoon,  to  prize  the  teeth  apart  sufficiently  to  |;et  into  her 
mouth  morph.  suloh.  gr.  ti.  mixed  in  a  teaspoonml  of  chloro- 
form. I  cut  off  aoout  half  of  the  ball  of  the  finger,  including 
half  of  the  nail,  from  under  which  I  dissected  the  splinter  and 
arolied  a  poultice  medicated  with  extract  of  Belladonna. 
6  o'clock,  P.  M.-^To  my  lorprise,  foond  her  free  from 


t. 
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q)B8m^  but  in  a  perfect  agoinr  of  Bensibili^  to  sound  or  tood^ 
with  an  inordinate  craving  for  something  '<  pretty,"  or  soom- 
ihing  good  to  eat  or  drink,  and  as  Foon  as  swallowed,  alnost 
immediately  ejected.  I  ordered  a  brandy  toddy  and  hot  fool 
bath.  She  became  more  quiet  and  slept  some  through  the 
flight. 

November  3d,  A.  M. — She  became  very  cold  early  this 
morninif,  and  acain  seized  with  tetanic  spasm,  intermitting 
and  recurring  almost  instantly.    I  gave  a  mixture  of 

Quinia  Sulph.  38s. 
Aqua  Laur-cerasi  Sss. 
Morph.  Sulph.  mjj« 
Accacia  Much  Sjjj^s. 
Table-spoonful  every  two  hours — rearolied  cops  to  the  spine. 
She  became  quiet  soon  after  the  first  dose. 

6  o'dock,  P.  M.^-I  returned  and  found  her  comparativelj 
easy ;  pulse  reduced  from  98  to  64,  under  the  sedative  infln* 
ence  of  the  above  mixture*  Ordered  a  little  co^e  and  a 
mustard  foot  bath  at  bedtime,  and  sinapisms  to  the  extremi- 
ties if  she  became  cold  again. 

Midniffht* — Called  to  ride  foitf  miles,  through  nrad  and 
vain,  to  find  patient  and  nursd  both  asleep.  The  cause  of 
alarm  was  the  patient's  becoming  **  unweH ''  copiously  and 
suddenly,  for  the  first  time  in  her  life,  (as  'twas  afterwards 
ascertained).  This  was  Inistaken  for  hemorrhage  of  the 
bowels* 

Nov.  4th.— Doinff  wdl. 

Nov.  6th.-*— Found  her  stubid,  though  still  morbidly  senur 
live  to  touchi  I  gave  her  a  tablc'spoonful  of  Liquor  Ammo* 
Ilia  Acetas^  She  soon  began  to  talk,  sing,  and  laugh  exoea- 
tively. 

Nov.  6th. — The  left  side  of  her  face — the  right  hand  being 
the  one  wounded — is  drawn,  as  if  paralyzed,  the  eye  a  little 
swollen  and  red;  complained  of  pain  on  that  side  of  the  head. 
Gave  a  dose  of  calomel  and  rhei — cupped  the  side  of  the  neck 
and  applied  a  blister  to  the  temple. 

Nov.  7th. — Better,  the  lower  lip  only  on  the  left  side  is 
swollen  \  complains  more  of  her  feet — friction  on  tbem,  or 
the  heat  of  the  fire,  makes  her  head  **  go  round,"  she  savs. 

Nov.  Sth.-^This  morning  the  WyA^  nde  of  the  face  is 
affected,  the  right  eye  red  and  painful ;  feet  still  veiy  Htuitive. 
fihe  is  evidently  better  and  virorse  aHeniate  days. 

Deo.  20th.— She  has  convalesced  very  slowly ;  for  mora 
dian  three  weeks  was  not  able  to  walky  in  consequence  of  the 


itnHKvtnesi  of  the  Jett.  When  setting  down  at  work  she 
appears  quite  natural,  bat  when  she  gets  op  to  walk,  her  coun- 
tenance is  distorted,  and  her  movements  resemble  one  with 
chorea,  and  soon  she  is  thrown  into  spasm. 

This  case  is  interesting  for  several  peculiarities.  The  com- 
plete cessation  of  spasm  under  the  use  of  chloroform  and  mor- 
phia, for  ten  or  twelve  hours,  and  its  return  again ;  the  acute 
sensitiveness  of  the  nerves  of  sensation ;  the  hemiphgic  sj/mp* 
toms  of  the  opposite  ^iJe,  and  the  sensitiveness  of  the  feet^ 
pressure  on  wnich,  or  friction,  would  produce  symptoms  of 
chorea  and  spasm. 

January  1st,  1863.-*The  case  is  perfectly  well,  though  pe- 
culiarly hysterical  at  her  <*periods.'^ 

J&mlkntmB. 


An  Instance  in  itkith  Vaccinnation  protected  a  Whole 
Family  after  one  Member  of  it  had  the  Disease  fully  develop* 
ed.  DV  Zachakt  Liwis,  M.  D.,  Kin^  &  Queen  County. 
*-On  the  26th  of  June  1861,  I  was  called  at  night  to  meet 
Dr.  Robison  to  see  a  little  girl  about  twelve  years  of  aee,  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  £.  W.,  deceased  who,  it  was  said,  had  the 
measles.  On  entering  the  room,  to  my  astonishment  I  found 
she  was  literally  covered  with  eruption  of  confluent  small-oox. 

The  history  of  the  case  is  this :  She  had  been  carried  to 
Baltimore  some  two  or  three  weeks  before,  where  she  was 
exposed  to  variola  infection.  She  returned  home,  ho\vever, 
and  continued  as  well  as  usual  until  Wednesday,  the  18th, 
when  she  was  taken  with  a  high  fever,  pain  in  tne  head  and 
back,  and  all  the  symptoms,  as  was  supposed  by  the  family, 
of  measels.  About  Saturday  an  eruption  made  its  appear- 
ance on  the  face,  arms  and  breast,  wnen  I  considered  it  a 
genuine  case  of  confluent  small-pox.  The  family  became 
greatly  alarmed,  as  the  children,  several  in  number,  together 
with  a  numerous  family  of  negroes,  had  never  been  vaccina- 
ted. Mr.  W.  in  his  lifetime  having  had  no  confidence  in 
the  protection  afforded  against  small-pox  by  the  vaccine  dis- 
ease, never  had  any  of  nis  family  vaccinated.  We  decided 
at  once  to  vaccinate  the  whole  family ;  but  as  neither  of  us 
had  matter  at  the  time  which  could  be  relied  on,  it  was  not 
done  till  the  next  day. 
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A  young  lady  of  the  family  had  been  sleeping  on  the  bed 
with  the  patient  and  several  small  children  were  constantly 
in  the  room  during  the  whole  course  of  the  eruptive  fever,  (up 
to  Wednesday  night.)  I  continued  in  attendance  until  Sun- 
day morning,  at  which  time  my  services  were  dispensed  with. 

The  case  terminated  fatally  on  the  next  Thursday  after- 
noon, when  I  was  again  called  in  to  see  the  family,  who  had 
been  vaccinated.  I  found  on  examination  the  vaccine  matter 
had  taken  most  beautifully.  The  patients  had  no  eruption^ 
except  the  pustule  on  the  arm,  witn  the  exception  of  the  el- 
dest son  01  Mr.  W.,  who  had  a  considerable  number  of  pus- 
tules, but  not  more  than  I  have  seen  in  patients  who  had  not 
been  exposed  to  small-pox  virus.  He  had  no  more  fever  than 
the  rest  of  the  children,  and  continued  to  walk  about  the 
house  and  yard  during  the  whole  time. 

Rhtumaiic  Affections  at  La  Charite. — "We  may  men- 
tion," says  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Chairleston  Med.  Journal, 
in  a  recent  letter  from  Paris,  *^  the  practice  pursued  by  M. 
Briquet,  at  La  Charite,  of  tailing  a  knee-joint  affectea  with 
articular  rheumatism,  and  after  drawing  off  the  fluid,  injecting 
with  much  benefit  and  apparently  without  danger,  a  solution 
of  tincture  of  iodine.  He  is  in  the  habit  of  treating  cases  of 
rheumatism  characterized  by  neuralgic  symptoms,  irritable 
condition  of  heart,  for  example,  in  which  digitalis  is  not  in- 
dicated, with  the  di-sulphate  of  quinine,  in  doses  sufficient  to 
induce  and  keep  up  its  influence.  We  carefully  watched,  from 
day  to  day,  cases  under  his  care,  which  have  recovered  en- 
tirely after  its  employment.  The  theory  is:  the  sedative  in- 
fluence of  this  tonic  on  tae  nervous  and  circulatory  systems, 
whch  given  in  quantities  sufficient  to  produce  quinism." 

Pinto  Indians. — Dr.  Edw.  Ludlow,  of  New  York,  com- 
municates to  the  Medical  Times,  of  that  city,  some  account 
of  a  peculiar  class  of  aboricrinal  inhabitants  of  certain  parts  of 
Mexico,  received  by  him  from  Col  A.  C.  Ramsey,  formerly 
of  the  U.  S.  Army.  It  seeme  they  are  a  race,  poor  and  igno- 
rant, living  mostly  in  villages  by  themselves,  near  the  city  of 
Puebla,  speaking  the  Aztec  language,  and  distinguished  by 
different  colored  spots—"  Pintos,"  or  painted  peonle.  No 
two  of  them  are  alike.  Some  have  one  hand  black  and  the 
other  white,  and  the  face  a  spotted  gray,  blue,  black  or  red, 
and  the  body  the  natural  Indian  color.  No  authentic  account 
could  be  obtained  of  this  singular  race  of  beings^  nor  does 
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their  disease  seem  to  be  well  understood.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that  it  is  merely  cutaneous,  and  not  i|i  any  degree 
contagious,  and  no  more  hereditary  than  are  the  habits  which 
in  a  long  course  of  years  have  probably  given  rise  to  it. 

Dr.  Marshall  Hall.— This  distinguished  English  Physi- 
ologist,  who  has  made  such  elaborate  investigations  of  the 
functions  of  the  nervous  system,  is  now  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, accompanied  by  his  lady  and  son.  We  hope  to  have 
the  pleasure  of  extending  to  him  a  courteous  hand  in  the 
West. 
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Death  of  Dr.  Duncan. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Miami 
Medical  Society,  held  in  Madisonville,  Hamilton  county, 
Ohio,  on  Tuesday,  the  28th  of  March,  1863,  it  was  unani- 
mously resolved,  that  a  committee  consisting  of  Drs.  Wright, 
Black  and  Shaw,  be  appointed  to  draft  resolutions  expressive 
of  the  sentiments  of  the  association  on  the  suUect  of  the  de- 
mise of  their  late  Vice-President,  Dr.  Alexanaer  Duncan. 

The  committee  report  as  follows : 

Dr.  Duncan  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  studi- 
ed medicine.  He  migrated  west,  and  settled  in  Madison- 
ville  in  1816,  where  ne  devoted  himself  seduously  to  the 

Eractice  of  his  profession,  in  which  he  acquired  a  deservedly 
ish  reputation.  In  the  year  1827  he  turned  his  attention  to 
Eolitics,  and  soon  became  a  leader  of  the  l)arty  to  which  he 
ad  attached  himself.  To  aid  him  in  his  political  course, 
he  had  devoted  aconsiderable  portion  of  his  time  to  the  study 
of  law,  and  on  the  27th  of  May,  1828,  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice in  the  several  Courts  of  Ohio.  On  the  26th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1828,  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  District  Court  of 
the  United  States.  On  the  3d  of  March,  1837,  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws  was  conferred  on  him  by  the  Trustees  and 
Law  Faculty  of  Cincinnati  College.  On  the  20th  of  Febru- 
anr,  1838,  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States.  In  1837,  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio 
conferred  on  him  the  honorary  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Med- 
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icide.    He  loras  elected  a  member  of  Congress  in  1886,  re- 
elected 1888,  and  again  in  1842. 

Such  was  the  man  who  was  so  suddenly  and  myslerionslj 
removed  from  among  us*-loved  by  bis  ftimily,  respected  by 
his  friends,  and  honored  by  the  people.  He  was  a  man  of 
high  education^  pleasins  and  unassuming  manners,  and  in'  in- 
dustry most  indefatigafie.  Whatever  be  undertook  he  was 
bound  to  m  through  with,  and  everything  he  attempted  to  do 
he  did  well .    ^  Ifon  tarn  tttigit  quod  non  omavit.** 

Resolved^  That  we  the  memoetB  of  the  Miami  Medical 
Association,  deeply  lament  the  sudden  and  unexpected  death 
of  our  late  Vice-rresident. 

That  we  sincerely  sympathize  with  the  bereaved  widow 
and  family,  in  the  melancholy  event  that  has  deprived  them 
of  a  husband  and  father* 

That  to  us,  as  an ,  association,  the  loss  of  such  a  man,  at 
such  a  time,  is  irreparable.  His  wisdom  and  experience 
were  our  guides,  his  urbanity  and  goodness  of  heart  the  in- 
centives to  our  conduct. 

Thos.  H^  Wbioht,      ^ 
JxFrRETs  H.  BitACx,  >  Committee* 
Robert  Shaw,  ) 

Death  of  Professor  Wm.  JB.  Homer. — **  Died  on  the  12th 
of  March,  at  his  residence  on  Chesnut  street,  Philadelphia, 
Dr.  Wm.  E.  Homer,  Profissor  of  Anatomy  in  the  Umver- 
sity  of  Pennsylvania.  The  deceased  had  been  in  ill  health 
for  some  time,  and  finally  sunk  under  a  disease  of  the  heart. " 

To  the  Alumni  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  this  an- 
nouncement will  bring  a  train  of  melancholr  reflection.  The 
spacious  amphitheatre,  to  which  the  eye  or  memory  so  often 
turns  with  pleasure,  where  his  profound  teachings  have  so 
long  rivited  the  attention  of  his  admiring  pupils  to  the  intri- 
cate labyrinths  of  the  liuman  system,  will  now  seem  dark, 
desolate,  and  forsaken,  for  one  of  the  great  lights  that  illumi- 
nated its  walls,  has  been  extinguished. 

As  a  teacher  of  anatomy,  Dr.  Homer  had  few  equals  among 
the  livinff,  and  perhaps  no  one  on  this  Continent  could  claim 
that  distinction.  There  may  be  some  who  could  make  a 
more  brilliant  display  of  elocution, — who  could  indulge  in 
more  dazzling  flgnts  of  imagination,  and  who  could  more 
completely  captivate  their  hearers  in  an  introductory  lecture, 
but  tew  could  equal  him  in  that  clear,  systematic,  simple  ana 
patient  style,  that  is  so  essenUal  to  the  study  of  anatomy. 


Dr.  H.  was  connect^  with  the  Uilivertify  in  the  capaci^ 
of  a  teacher,  for  a  period  of  thirty-two  years.  He  waa  elected 
Adjanct  Ptr<>feMor  of  Anatomy  to  Dr.  P.  S.  Physic  on  the  5th 
of  December  1820,  and  on  the  resignation  of  Dr.  P.  in  1831, 
be  was  elected  Professor,  to  fill  the  vacant  ch»ir.  The  able 
manner  in  which  he  perrormed  his  duties,  is  recorded  in  the 
history  of  the  school ;  but  none  are  competent  to  appreciate 
his  merits,  but  those  who  have  listened  to  an  entire  coarse  of 
his  instruction ;  and  to  these,  any  eulogy  we  could  give,  would 
but  feebly  revive  the  indellible  impressions  already  fixed  upon 
their  minds. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Physteiana  of  E^ngfield,  convened  at 
the  office  of  Df  •  Rodgers,  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1863,  io  cottseoueHc  of  the  sudden  decease  of  Doctor 
O.  H.  BnifTAN ;  Dr.  Oillet  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Dr. 
Bruce  appointed  secretary.  On  motion  of  Dr.  Rodgers,  a 
oommittee  of  three  was  appointed  to  prepare  resolutions  efe- 
pressive  Of  the  sense  of  the  meetii^«  The  chairman  appoint- 
ed Drs.  Rodffersy  Brace,  and  Paoli,  said  committee.  The 
committee,  after  haying  retired  a  short  time,  presented  the 
following  preamble  ana  resolutiona,  which  were  unanimous- 
ly adopted. 

Whertoif  it  has  pleased  Almighty  Ood,  in  his  wisdom,  to 
call  away,  suddenly,  from  our  midst,  our  friend  and  profes- 
•ional  brother,  Dr.  O.  H.  Bnnyan,  therefore, 

Btsolvedf  That  while  we  bow  with  hiimble  submission  to 
this  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence,  we  would  regard  it  aa 
a  most  mournful  evidence  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  tenure  hj 
which  we  hold  our  earthly  existence,  and  a  most  solemn  warn- 
ing addressed  to  each  of  us — <*  Be  ye  also  ready.*' 

Besolvedy  That  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Bnnyan  the  Medical 
Profession  of  this  city  has  lost  one  of  its  most  active  and  sea- 
lous  members— and  community  a  valuable  citizen. 

Ruolwdy  That  we  sincerely  sjrmpathize  witti  tho  relatives 
and  friends  of  the  deceased  in  this  their  sad  and  sudden  be- 
reavement ;  and  as,  a  testimony  of  our  regard  for  the  memory 
of  the  deceased,  we  will  attend  his  fnnetal  in  a  body. 

Ruolv€df  That  a  committee  consisting  of  Drs.  McCoUough, 
Hickenbere,  and  Foster,  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  the 
friends  of  tne  deceased,  and  make  the  necessary  arrangementi 
for  attending  the  funeral. 

Sesolvtdj  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  publish** 
ed  in  the  Western  Lsmoeti  Ohio  Medical  and  l^rgical  Jour- 
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nal,  and  the  papers  of  Ihis  city :  and  that  a  copy  be  fiunished 
the  widow  of  the  deceased. 

B.  OiXiLBT,  Chairmanv 

A.  Brucb,  Secretary. 

Eulogy  on  E.  K.  CHAMBiRUNy  delivered  by  omxnit/imen/, 
before  the  Medieo-Chirurgical  Society  of  Vindnnati. 
Febrvary^  1863.  By  J.  F\  White,  M*  D.,  Professor  of 
the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the!  Miami  Medi 
cal  College,  of  Cincinnati,  Published  by  resolution  of  the 
Society. 

Mmben  of  the  MeAiO-CUrwrgieal  Socitty,  of  CmemnaH  : 

Again  have  we  been  reminded  of  our  mortali^ !  Once 
more  has  the  ^  mm  monster  **  invaded  our  Association  and 
prostrated  a  fellow-member.  A  short  time  only  has  elapeed 
since  Shotwell,  Harrison  and  Drake,  whose  loss  we  will  ever 
deplore,  succumbed  to  this  insatiable  power;  and  but  yester- 
day, Chamberlin  fell,  opening  afresh  our  former  wounas,  and 
ag;ain  causing  sadness  to  pervade  our  breasts.  The  former 
died  at  home,  surrounded  by  kindred  and  friends,  watched 
over  by  those  who  loved  them  best ;  the  latter  deceased  far 
away  from  home,  from  kindred,  from  friends  and  associates. 
Upon  ocean's  wave  he  drooped,  he  died,  and  in  the  deep  blue 
sea  lies  buried.  Few  men  have  lived  who  won  more  nearts 
than  he  whose  death  we  mourn.  His  personal  appearance 
and  manners  favorably  impressed  every  one  with  whom  he 
canie  in  contact.  A  fine,  commanding  figure,  expressive,  be- 
nevolent countenance,  easy,  afiable  manners,  predisposed  all 
in  his  favor.  At  the  same  time  that  gentleness  was  one  of 
his  characteristics,  any  one  but  the  most  careless  observer 
could  see  evidences  in  his  physiognomy  of  decided  character. 
No  man  could  wilfully  wrong  him  ana  go  unscathed.  The 
latent  fire  which  smouldered  in  the  company  of  his  friends, 
would  soon  enkindle  under  provoking  circumstances.  There 
was  no  hjrpocrisy  in  his  constitution.  He  did  not  think  one 
way  and  act  another.  His  position  was  alwas  defined.  If 
he  loved,  he  manifested  it ;  if  he  hated,  he  evidenced  it.  Toa 
could  always  tell  where  to  find  him.  Bold,  independent, 
fearless,  he  uttered  his  sentiments  irrespective  of  consequences 
He  was  a  true  man.  Upon  his  worci  you  could  rely,  in  his 
integrity  repose,  in  his  bosom  confide.  Socially,  respected 
and  loved;  politically,  admired  and  honored;  professionally, 
fkillful,  considerate,  tender;  commanding,  at  home  and 
abroad,  in  civil  and  militaiy  service,  universal  commeoda* 
tion. 
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It  may  seem  to  some  of  you  that  I  am  giving  Chamberlin 
tmdne  praise.  It  may  be  that  the  brilliaDcy  of  his  merits 
blinds  me  to  his  imperfections.  He,  undoubtedly,  had  faults. 
*<Let  him  that  is  without  sin  cast  the  first  stone.'^  I  speak 
of  him  as  he  has  been  daguerreotyped  on  my  mind  and  heart. 
In  like  manner  have  others  written.  One  of  his  numerous 
friends  in  California  thus  writes:  *  <<  A  favorite  and  cherished 
son  of  California,  and  of  the  Union,  E.  K.  Chamberlin,  is 
no  mare!  How  many  friends  of  this  noble-hearted  and  gal- 
lant specimen  of  his  race  were  startled  at  the  news  brought 
by  the  mail  steamer  California^  of  his  death  and  burial  at 
sea.  It  came  like  the  wailing  requiem  of  the  cherished  dead, 
borne  on  the  ocean  breeze — an  anthem  dirge  by  the  angel  of 
death,  as  he  waved  his  dark  wing  over  the  waters  of  the 
mighty  Pacific.  To  the  multitude  who  knew  him,  the  sad 
news  was  as  mournful  as  it  was  unexpected.  To  the  few 
who  knew  of  his  contemplated  return  to  a  land  that  shared  so 
largely  in  his  affections,  and  which  occupied  so  much  space 
in  nis  noble  and  generous  soul,  who  looked  forward  with 
emotions  of  pleasure  to  a  reunion  with  one  whose  friendship 
was  so  highly  valued  and  cherished,  the  news  was  indeed 
melancholy  and  sad. 

**  It  was  my  fortune  to  know  the  deceased  intimately  for 
years,  and,  with  a  host  of  others,  I  can  bear  testimony  to  his 
correctness  of  deportment  in  all  the  varied  relations  of  life,  to 
his  uprightness  and  integrity  of  character,  his  kindness  of 
heart,  and  his  noble  and  generous  nature." 

Dr.  £.  Kirby  Chamterlin  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Con* 
necticut,  April  24th,  1806.  When  he  was  ten  years  old,  his 
father  removed  his  family  to  Eldbridge,  Onondaga  county. 
New  York.  At  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  commenced  the  study 
of  Medicine  with  Dr.  E.  Kendrick,  (the  present  worthy  su- 
perintendent of  the  Ohio  Lunatic  Asylum,)  and  in  the  spring 
of  1829  received  a  diploma  from  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Suneeons  of  the  Western  District  of  New  York. 

The  first  year  of  his  professional  life  was  spent  in  Jordon^ 
Onondaga  Co.,  New  York.  In  the  spring  of  1830,  yielding 
to  the  ureent  solicitations  of  his  friends,  he  removed  to  Wads- 
worth,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio.  With  his  locality,  however,  he 
was  not  satisfied,  and  after  a  sojourn  of  a  few  months  only, 
removed  to  New  Brighton,  Beaver  Co.,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  resided  twelve  years,  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
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profession,  and  ik  Dortion  of  Ihf  time,  disdiarg^Dg  with  energy, 
ability,  and  faithluloees,  the  duties  of  editor  and  post^naater* 

Fond  of  mask*  and  an  accompUsbed  musiciAii,  he  deyolcd 
a  part  of  his  leisure  tirae  to  the  graiuitoua  ioatnictiom  of  a 
number  of  instrumental  performers. 

Nor  did  his  active  spirit  rest  here*    He  organiaed,  and  to  a 

geat  extent  at  bis  own  expense,  equipped  a  eompaay  of  Li^d 
orse,  of  which  he  was  Captain  tor  a  series  of  yean. 

<<  In  that  section*  as  elsewhere,''  says  a  correapondeDt,  *'he 
was  an  universal  fevorite.  As  a  surgeon  aod  consultioff  phy- 
sician, be  was  sent  for  from  long  distances,  by  the  pe<^e  and 
by  the  profession." 

In  1842,  he  came  to  this  dty,  and  devoted  faioiself  entirely 
to  bis  profession.  As  a  general  practitioner^  be  stood  high, 
and  in  surgery,  was  pre-eminent. 

In  1846,  he  had  the  great  misfortune  to  lose  his  wife ;  this 
affliction  weighed  heavily  upon  him.  He  became  restleaa 
and  discontented.  Under  tbeae  circumstances,  be  entered  the 
army.  Col.  Mitchell,  of  the  first  regimeot  of  the  Ohio 
Volunteers,  tendered  him  the  post  of  surgeon,  which  he  at 
once  accepted,  and  fortunate,  indeed,  was  the^  Colonel  in 
his  selection.  Infinite  the  obli^tions  under  which  he  resisp 
to  Surgeon  Chamberlin.  By  bis  a(kill  and  unwearied  atten- 
tion, the  limb  and  life  of  the  Colonel  were  saved.  But  he 
was  not  the  only  one  of  that  re^ment  to  whom  be  proved  % 
saviour. 

<*At  the  bloody  battle  of  Monterey,  be  distinsuisbed  hkn^ 
self  above  all  others  of  his  profession,  for  his  boldness  and 
daring  on  the  field,  and  the  skiJl  and  attention  to  the  wounded 
under  his  charge.  He  did  not,  as  is  usually  the  custom,  wait 
for  the  wounded  to  be  brought  to  his  quarters,  away  from  the 
daneer  and  confusion  of  the  battle,  but  was  present  on  the  field 
in  tne  thickest  of  the  fiebt,  risking  his  own  life,  to  minister 
to  the  wants  of  those  who  needed  his  care  and  skill.  There» 
with  the  death-dealing  missives  of  the  enemy,  hailing  around 
those 

"  Who  stood. 

Before  the  iron  sleet  th«t  day" 

he  appeared  to  bestow  his  aid  upon  the  wounded." 

In  the  language  of  another,  '*  how  many  who  were  with  him 
on  that  memorable  battle  field,  witnessed  his  heroism  and  de* 
votion  to  his  wounded  countrymen — how  many  warm  friends 
in  all  parts  of  our  country,  to  whom  he  was  endeared  by  all 
that  goes  to  make  up  the  tme  bmu,  and  who  eaa  bear  witness 


to  hit  «qQalily  flattant  bearinff  in  the  batdea  of  life,  will  moorn 
his  oadoiely  aeparture.  Aner  faeiag  danser  in  every  ghape, 
it  was  reaerved  ior  this  gallant  spirit  to  fina  his  haven  of  rest 
in  the  deep  bosom  of  the  Pacifi<y^a  fitting  mausoleum  for 
oae  who  had  less  of  the  grovellinff  nature  of  earth  about  him 
tkan  oniinariljr  falls  to  the  lot  of  irail  moitality."^ j 

^  Upon  the  oigaaization  of  the  U.  8.  Boundary  Commis- 
sion, Dr.  C.  accompanied  OoL  Weller,  with  whom  he  had 
aenred  in  the  war  with  Mexico,  in  the  capacity  of  Surgeon  of 
the  Commissioa. 

<*Upon  the  occasion  of  the  first  election  held  in  the  State,  after 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  yielding  to  the  united  solici- 
tations of  the  citizens  of  the  precinct  where  he  resided,  he 
was  returned  to  the  Senate,  rrom  San  Dieeo  Co.,  and  was 
unanimously  elected  to  preside  over  the  delioerations  of  that 
body  upon  its  first  convening,  and  in  its  temporary  organiza- 
tion, in  this  capacity,  as  m  all  others,  he  proved  himself 
amply  worthy  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow 
members,  and  won  the  esteem  ana  regard  of  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact,  in  this  new  relation  of  life." 

Every  inducement  was  held  out  to  him,  to  secure  him  as  a 
resident  of  California.  The  honorable  and  lucrative  post  of 
Governor,  was  proffered  him.  Wealth  and  honors,  would 
have  been  showered  upon  him  if  he  had  remained.  But  pa- 
ternal and  fraternal  feelings  inteiposed.  Two  noble  boys  far 
away  from  home  ;  a  beloved  sister  in  delicate  health,  and 
havmg  them  in  charge,  forbid  any  longer  s^aration.  His 
sons  were  of  that  age  where  a  father's  superintending  care 
was  demanded  for  their  welfare.  In  the  cnrysilis  condition 
of  California,  the  proper  education  and  trainineof  his  moth- 
erless children  would  have  been  almost  impossible.  To  home, 
then,  he  once  more  directed  his  steps,  where  he  arrived  in 
safety  and  improved  health,  and  in  our  midst,  would  prolnu 
bly  have  been  this  moment,  had  not  his  health  declined,  and 
the  apprehension  that  the  fast  approaching  winter  would  w^ 
gravate  his  complaint,  and  hurry  nim  to  the  tomb,  ordered  it 
otherwise.  Ah  !  little  did  he  think,  as  he  fled  from  one  ene- 
my, another  was  ready  to  meet  him,  from  whose  grasp,  he 
could  not  escape.  The  fever  of  the  Isthmus,  typhus  in  its 
character,  insidiously  approached  him,  obtained  a  lodgement 
in  his  system,  which  it  was  the  more  readily  able  to  do,  from 
the  self-denying  and  ezhaustiog  efibrts  its  noble  victim  made 
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in  aiding  the  Women  and  children,  who  constituted  a  portion 
of  the  party  with  whom  he  traversed  the  exposing  ana  roorii 
Uthmus,  sejparating  the  Atalantic  and  Pacific  Oceans.  No 
h  •«lgD8  of  disease  manifested  themselves  until  he  reached 
*  the  latter  ocean,  and  had  emparked  in  cood  spirits,  upon  the 
steamer,  for  San  Francisco.  Then  the  concealed  poison 
manifested  itself.  Then  ^*  the  fell  sergeant,  Deaih^  was  strict 
in  his  arrest,"  and  Chamberlin  was  no  more. 

The  following  lines,  by  one  of  his  gifted  female  friends 
and  admirers,  will  be  appreciated  by  all  who  knew  him  w^ll. 

"  Far  down  in  the  Ocean's  caverae  deep« 
Thoa  art  now  wrapped  in  peaceful  sleep  ; 
While  on,earth,  the  lored  ones  mourn, 
That  thon,  who  from  their  fireside  borne, 

Shal't  never  more  return. 
Tet,  a  noble  grave  is  thine  ; 
BeautT  and  grandeur  here  combine. 

To  omanpent  thy  bed. 
The  glistening  pearls  that  round  thee  laj. 
Shine  with  a  pure  and  heavenly  raj  ; 
Only  outvied  by  that  bright  gem. 
In  thy  celestial  diadem. 
The  coral  insects  here  have  pared, 
With  gorgeous  rocks,  thy  watery  grave  ; 
The  laden  vessel  plows  the  deep, 
And  wild  sea-biras  o'er  thee  sweep ; 
The  murmuring  voice  of  wind  and  wave. 
Breathes  cesMeless  dirges  o'er  thy  grave. 
Yes,  troubled  watere  seem  to  mourn 
In  plaintive  tones,  that  thou  ait  gone. 
No  marble  structure  tells  of  fame, 
But  on  many  a  heart,  thy  spotless  name 

Is  found  inscribed. 
To  them,  thine  image  e'er  shall  be 
Stamped  on  the  page  of  memory; 
Though  bitter  are  the  teare  they  shed. 
They  cannot  rouse  the  from  the  dead  ; 
For  nought  can  break  thy  deep  repose. 
Till  angels  shall  announce  to  thee 
The  morning  of  eternity.** 

OAROLIVE  T.  0. 

A  Word  to  our  Patrons. — From  caases  that  were  anavoid- 
aple,  the  Lancet  has  not  been  issued  as  early  in  the  month  as 
we  desired,  but  in  the  future  we  hope  to  be  more  prompt. 

New  subscribers  are  requested  to  send  with  their  orders,  the 
name  of  the  stattj  county y  and  post^ffict^  to  which  the  Lan- 
cet is  to  be  directed. 

Correspondents  will  please  to  forward  their  communications, 
so  that  we  may  receive  them  the  20th  of  the  month  preceed- 
ing  the  one  in  which  they  are  designed  to  appear. 

We  take  a  pleasure  in  calling  the  attention  of  our  readers  to 
the  excellent  paper  of  Professor  Locke. 
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HOMOBOrATBT. 

Under  the  imprenion  that  oor  Mwdefs  were  fully  enli^tened 
on  the  subject  of  homiitojmthy,  wt  have  not  very  recently,  more 
than  alluded  to  that  miserable  medical  heresy,  and  should  not 
now  disturb  itsinfioitesimal  importance,  were  it  not  that  a  pam- 
phlet of  sixty  pages,  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  **  American 
Institute  of  Homoeopathy,'*  Which  aasembled  InBaltimore,  in  May 
last,  has  been  placed  on  our  table.  There  is  an  old  adage,  that  the 
more  you  stir  a  fscal  mass,  the  greater  the  stench ;  and  although  we 
woudd  not  Tentura  to  deny  the  truth  of  the  assertion,  still  we  may 
occasionally  venture  to  disturb  an  offensive  substance,  and  thus 
acquaint  ourselves  with  its  real  condition.  With  this  feelirg  wo 
turn  the  leaves  of  the  pamphlet  before  us. 

The  ordinary  proceedings  of  the  *'  Institute"  contain  but  little 

df  general  hiterest,  indeed  the  whoto  affair  aeems  to  have  been  a 

spiritless  business,  in  which  the  members  engaged  with  far  lest 

than  the  usual  ardor  of  senseless  ^  reformers/'     One  resolution, 

however,  most  constitute  an  exception  to  this  remark.    A  Doctor 
vot.  XVI. — 17 
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Williams,  of  Cleveland,  suddenly  endued  with  an  overflowing 
Homoeopathic  enthusiaam,  offered  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution  : 

**  Since  the  practice  taught  in  Allopathic  Colleges  is  essentiallf 
empirical,  and  consequently  cannot  take  rank  with  the  aclentlfic 
medication  of  Homceopathic  Colleges,  therefore, 

*'  Resolved^  That  this  Institute  recommend  to  Homoeopathic 
Colleges,  that  they  do  not,  in  their  terms  of  tuition  and  the  con* 
ditioi:8  of  graduation,  recognize  a  session  spent  in  attendance  al 
an  Allopathic  College  as  equivalent  to  one  spent  in  a  Homceo- 
pathic College." 

This  is,  indeed,  the  unkindest  cut  of  all !  The  regular  profea* 
aion  will  surely  be  clad  in  mourning,  if  they  are  to  be  thus  ua* 
ceremoniously  rejected  by  hommopathiits.  But  the  Institate  it- 
self was  more  merciful  than  the  erutl  Dr.  Williams.  It  meekly 
resolved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table ;  and  we  are  left  lo  ia* 
fer  that  our  Colleges  may  still  be  recognized  as  equivalent  to  thoae 
conducted  by  the  little  or  nothing  brotherhood. 

The  routine  of  business  being  over,  the  annual  address  on  Ho- 
moeopathy, by  S.  R.  Eirby,  M.  D.,  of  New  York,  wos  delivered  **  to 
an  intelligent  audience  of  ladies  and  gentlemen."  Inasmuch  a* 
a  question  has  been  raised  in  regard  to  the  actual  faith  of  ho- 
mcBopathists,  that  is,  whether  they  Mill  adhere  theoretically  to  the 
ancient  dogmas  of  Hahnemann,  we  shall  look  into  Dr.  Kirby'a 
Address  with  the  view  of  deciding  the  question. 

Dr.  Kirby  declares  that  the  issue  has  fairly  been  made  before 

the  public^  and  heroically  exclaims,  "  enlighten  the  people,"  and 

proceeds  to  designate  the  knowledge  they  require  : 

**  Let  them  know  that  costiveness  can  never  be  cured  by  ca- 
thartics, and  purgative  medicines  will  not  be  used.  Let  the  peo- 
ple un  lerstand  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  tonic  medicine  ;  and 
they  will  no  longer  poison  themselves  and  become  weak  by  taking 
drugs,  vainly  expecting  by  them  to  gain  strength.  If  the  fact  bo 
universally  known  that  drugs  destroy  life  sooner  than  other  agents, 
except  lightning  and  mechanical  injuries,  few  pesons  would  bo 
foolhardy  enough  to  indulge  in  their  daily  use,  either  in  small  or 
large  doses.  Inform  the  people  that  it  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  a 
drug  "  can  do  no  harm  if  it  do  no  good,'*  and  we  shall  hear  that 
pernicious  saying  no  more.  If  it  be  known  that  to  cure  quickly 
la  sometimes  not  to  cure  at  all,  and  the  knowledge  and  skill  of  a 
physician  would  not  be  estimated  by  his  pretension  to  effect  rapid 
cures,  if  the  people  knew  that  by  violent  medication  a  revulsive 
effect  is  likely  to  happen,  and  thereby  a  healthy  orgah  becomo 
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diBeased,  which  is  the  fact  in  thoosands  who  are  affiictad  with 
chronic  affactioD8»  and  large  and  repeated  doaea  of  drugs  would  bo 
refused." 

No  paragraph  of  atmilar  length  could  contain  more  aopfaiatry,  if 
not  palpable  knavery.  The  main  object,  however,  is  to  fore- 
ahadow  the  importance  of  injiniteiitnal  doaea,  and  to  offer  an 
apology  for  the  tardy  cures  attending  homcaopathic  practice.  It 
fo  well  known  that  those  homtsopathists  who  do  give  infinitesimal 
portions,  rely  on  time  and  regimen,  so  that  the  course  of  medica- 
tion is  usually  very  greatly  protracted.  Hence  Dr.  Kirby's  fulmi* 
nation  against  *'  rapid  cures,"  «ad  sophistical  plea  for  tar<f|f  medi- 
cation. 

Again  he  says : 

«<  Moreover,  the  administration  of  Mercurf,  in  the  form  of  calo- 
mel or  blue  pill,  for  slight  affections,  which  would,  if  left  alone* 
£1  off  spontaneously,  may  awake  a  slumbering  consumption  in 
ose  predisposed  to  that  disease.  This  is  subversion  with  a  ven- 
geance. So,  also,  will  Quinine  do  irreparable  mischief  in  healthy 
organs  if  administered  in  larse  and  repeated  doses,  as  may  be  seen 
in  many  persons  who  have  had  intermittent  fever ^  and  relied  on 
that  drag  for  a  cure.** 

We  do  not  apprehend  that  many  cases  of  consumption  have 
been  produced  by  calomel  or  blue  pill ;  and  as  to  quinine  in  in- 
termittent  fever,  we  would  greatly  prefer  the  fancied  dangers  of  the 
common  doses,  than  shake  on  for  weeks  or  months  under  homcao- 
pathic  medication,  relying  on  good  luck  to  effect  a  cure  J 

The  following  extract  contains  a  confession  worth  recording : 

*'  In  relation  to  Mercury  I  will  remark  further,  that  it  has  the 
effect  to  suppress  a  disease,  or  palliate  it,  and  so  much  so,  that  the 
sick  are  deceived  by  it,  end  suppose  themselves  improved  because 
their  sufferings  have  changed.  So  certain,  in  this  respect  is  Mer- 
cury, in  the  usual  doses  of  the  old  school,  that  it  is  prescribed  in 
that  school  on  almost  ail  occasions,  and  the  people  are  so  accus- 
tomed to  its  use  by  physicians,  that  they  do  not  hesitate  to  take  it 
without  advice.  Druggists,  too,  dispense  it  to  the  sick,  little 
knowing  the  evil  they  may  do.  It  was  Hahnemann  who  discov* 
ered  that  Mercury,  above  all  drugs,  bad  the  power  to  palliate  al- 
most all  diaeases  and  render  them  in  many,  v^  many  inatancea 
utterly  incurable." 

Empirics  never  approach  the  subject  of  mercury  without  mani- 

ftaating  tha  most  inexcusable  ignorance  and  contemptible  abaurdt- 

tlaaw    No  one  knving  the  slightest  ragasd  lor  logic  or  con«atane7» 
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would  assert  that  mercniy  poaesaed  above  all  remediea  the  power 
to  p^lUaie  diaeafe,  bat  none  to  e«m  it  1  Such  argyineiita»  however, 
may  do  well  enough  to  "  enlighten  the  people/'  in  accofdluice 
with  tke  goDeral  courae  of  deception  pnraned  hf  Bmfinc§^ 

In  the  following  parngraph  we  are  Airniaked  with  a  gUapae  nf 
the  high^attenuatioaa : 

'*  In  hoauBopathie  paaietice  the  popolar  opinioa  ia>  that  die 
*'  small  doaea"  can  be  taJ^en  with  iiopaaity,,  bnt  it  ia  now  eatab- 
tablisbed  by  the  most  careful  experiments  that  the  attenuated 
drugs  of  Hahnemann  do  iufluence  tne  vital  organism,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved by  many,  much  more  profoundly  than  haa  heretofore  been 
supposed.  Those  homcaopatnic  pfactitionerB  in  every  part  of  the 
world,  who  habitually  use  the  SOth  attenuation  of  drugs,  and  eves 
more  highly  attenuated,  must  have  good  reaaon  for  urging  great 
caution  in  the  repetition  of  the  "  amall  doses,'^  especially  in 
chronic  diseasee.  They  assert  that  the  attenuated  drugs  are  cer- 
tain in  their  eflects,  and  what  ia  aometimes  assumed  as  pure  dis- 
eased adions  uninfluenced  in  any  measure  by  **  the  small  doaea,^ 
are  in  feet  the  eflbcta  of  drugs  whfch  had  been  given,  powerfblly 
acting  upon  a  highly  sensitive  person,  sa  much  so,  in  aome  caaea. 
aa  to  accelerate  death.'* 

The  reader  will  not  fail  to  remark  the  cunning  of  the  last  aen- 
tence.  When  infiniteaimai  doses  fail,  why  then  the  failure  is 
ascribed  to  the  effects  of  drugs  previously  taken  by  the  patient ! 
That  is  convenient,  very !  Such  a  system,  allowing  such  latitude 
for  evasion,  cannot  fhil  to  meet  all  emergencies.  It  is  a  litlte  sin- 
gular, however,  that  the  morbid  action  produced  by  drugs  cannot 
be  cured  by  small  doses  as  well*  es  "  pure  disease."  But  it  would 
not  suit  homcsopathle  legio  to  make  auch  an  admiaaion,  and  hence 
thia  ridicnlona  asaumptioa  to  **  enUghten  the  people/' 

The  aothor  and  the  <*  Institute^"  adhere  firmly  (at  h»ast  in 

theory)  to  the  doctrines  of  Hahnemann,  a$  will  be  seen  by  the 

following  ej^tract.    Speaking  of  Habaemann  he  says : 

"  He  ahowed  that  those  drugs  whieh  bjr  espsrienoe  had  bssQ 
found  to  cure  complainta  with  such  oerlaiaty  as  to  aecore-  so  Atm 
the  appellation  ot  speoyks^  went  to  eatabljah  the  law  oC  cnre 
'<  simtati  atmt/i&Ma  eurwUur"  Hahnemann  concealed  notbhigb 
He  mads  known  the  experiments  which  lad  him  to  the  disoovsiy^ 
of  the  law  of  cure,  and  that  attenuated  drugs  i»  amaaingly  small 
quantities  were  the  most  safe  and  certain  to  cure  diaeasea..'' 

So^thsn*  we  are  atill  to  regard  the  hoai«aopafhie4s  as  contending 

foi  «« like  cwsa  like/'  audi '« ia&aiieaimal"  deeea.     Theee  are  the 

wo  saaential  and  fhadaoMAtal  dootrinea.  of  hsascaopathy,  and 


howev«r  much  they  may  be  departed  from,  in  the  emergencies  of 
the  sick-room,  the  system  itself  is  to  be  tried  by  these  essential 
laws. 

After  declaring  that "  Homcsopathia  is  the  only  scientific  system 
of  medicine  ever  promulgated/'  that  *'  etperienee  proves  that  in* 
llammations  are  cured  more  certainly  and  safely  without  extract- 
ing blood  ;'*  thot  morbitl  anatomy  famishes  no  guide  to  the  treat- 
ment of  disease;  and  that  the  old  school  has  no  materia  medica 
worthy  the  name — the  learned  author  branches  off  into  a  eulogy 
on  the  "  Materia  Medica  Pura»** 

D.  Kirby  professes  foil  and  implicit  (aith  in  the  original  experi- 
ments of  Hahnemann*  and  declarea  that  his  *'  Materia  Medtca 
Para''  can  never  be  defaced.  He  admits  the  Homosopathic  dog- 
ma, that  the  remedy  mnst  be  capable  of  indocing  symptoms  analo- 
gous to  those  of  the  di^ase.     1  he  following  is  his  etplanatSon : 

"  The  doctrine  of  Homcsopathia  is,  that  all  cures  are  accom* 
plished  by  that  drug  the  characteristic  symptoms  of  which  are  like 
the  characteristic  symptoms  of  the  disease.  1  his  is  a  plain  pro- 
position, yet  few  comprehend  it. .  It  requires  some  study  and  at- 
tention, or  the  exact  meaning  may  not  be  perceived.  I  will  try  to 
explain  it,  for  in  it  is  contained  the  gist  of  Homdsopathia.  Now, 
every  disease,  properly  so  called,  has  certain  symptoms  peculiar  to 
itself,  which  distinguish  it  from  all  other  diseases ;  these  symp« 
toms  are  usually  few  in  nxmiber,  and  they  are  generally  the  most 
prominent  and  striking,  and  they  are  termed  diagnostic  or  charac- 
teristic symptoms,  that  is  they  belong  exclusively  to  that  disease. 
Then  there  are  concomitant  symptoms,  more  numerous  than  the 
first,  which  maybe  found  more  or  less  in  other  diseases;  then  come 
the  symptoms  which  have  been  termed  the  sympathetic,  which  are 
numerous  and  common  in  almost  all  disesses.  Now,  examine  the 
Materia  Medica  Pura,  and  it  will  be  found  that  each  drug  has 
symptoms  peculiar  to  *tself,  which  are  characteristic  of  that  drug, 
and  they  are  few  in  number ;  go  on  in  the  examination,  and  you 
will  find  concomitant  symptoms,  more  numerous,  and  occasionally 
found  in  other  drugs  ;  then  the  sympathetic  symptoms,  which  are 
very  numerous,  and  almost  common  with  other  drugs.  Let  the 
characteristic  symptoms  of  a  disease  correspond  to  the  characte- 
ristic symptoms  of  a  drug,  then  examine  the  concomitant  symptoms 
of  each  and  they  will  strikingly  resemble  each  other,  and  so  also 
will  the  sympathetic,  but  if  tne  latter  do  not,  it  is  not  of  so  much 
importance.  Thus  you  find  the  remedy — the  homceopathic  rem<)dy» 
and  experience  has  proved  that  the  smallest  dose  is  the  most  suit- 
able, provided  soon  after  its  administration  there  is  a  slight  in- 
crease in  the  force  of  the  symptoms  of  the  disease,  to  be  sure  of 
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which  very  close  tttention  is  necessary*  and  if  allowed  to  act  an* 
disturbed  a  prompt  cure  will  follow.  I  have  thus,  as  briefly  as  I 
am  able,  explained  Homosopathia.  It  will  be  perceived  that  there 
is  no  theorising  in  the  doctrine  and  practice  of  it.  As  I  have  said, 
it  is  made  up  of  facts,  and  being  so,  it  can  never  change,  not  even 
by  any  new  discovery.  Nothing  essential  to  HoBMsopathia  is  in- 
consistent  with  other  laws  of  nature,  hence  the  (ailure  of  every 
attempt  to  disprove  it.  Not  an  article  in  any  journal  or  news- 
paper ;  not  a  pamphlet  or  book  which  has  been  put  forth  'n  op- 
position to  HomcBopathia,  but  has  set  up  a  figure  of  the  imsgina- 
tion — a  man  of  straw,  named  it  Homosopathia,  and  then  demo- 
lished it" 

This  is  precisely  what  we  have  always  understood  to  be  the 
fundamental  doctrine  of  the  followers  of  Hahnemann,  and  yet  Dr. 
Kirby  complaina  thst  they  are  generally  misrepresented. 

We  need  not  stop  to  discuss  the  propositions  contained  in  the 
preceding  paragraph,  for  they  are  sufficiently  absurd  to  convey  their 
own  refutation  to  every  candid  and  enlightened  mind.  Instead  of 
these  dogmas  being  in  accordance  with  the  other  laws  of  nature,  as 
asserted  by  Dr.  Kirby,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that  they 
are  at  direct  and  antagonistical  variance  with  every  known  law  of 
pathological  or  therapeutical  action  ;  and  the  HomcBopathic  reme- 
dies, as  usually  employed,  do  not  in  any  tolerable  degree,  conform 
to  the  law  or  •<  like  cures  like."  Thus,  what  symptom  does  cam* 
phor  produce  in  any  degree  analogous  to  cholera^  for  which  it  was 
so  extensively  employed  !  And  who  can  perceive  any  appropri- 
ateness, on  the  Homcsopathic  law,  in  giving  aconite,  ipecac,  ar- 
senic, opium,  nuxvomica,etc.,  for  pu/monary  A^morr^^i^/  Surely 
nothing  could  be  more  absurd.  And  we  might  go  through  with 
the  greater  part  of  the  whole  system  with  no  better  success  in  find- 
ing the  practice  adapted  to  the  theory. 

It  will  be  peiceived  by  the  preceding  extracts,  that  the  Homceo- 
pathists  still  adhere  to  the  original  doctrines  of  Hahnemarn,  and 
that  the  system  is  essentially  the  same  that  it  was  in  the  beginning. 
All  of  the  absurdities  and  whimsicalities  of  its  founder  are  fully 
adopted,  and  duly  venerated  by  its  advocates  in  this  country  ;  and 
however  widely  they  may  differ  in  practice^  they  are  able  to  <*  en- 
lighten the  people"  (that  is,  delude  them)  by  the  promulgstion  of 
their  fanciful  theories,  which  are  so  gravely  christened  facts  !  The 
people,  (as  usual  in  medical  matters)  mistake  obscurity  and  non- 
aense  for  profimnd  scitnee^  only  a  little  too  recondite  for  their 
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comprehension.  Bat  no  matter  ;  the  less  they  comprehend,  tfafe 
more  they  believe*  until  finally  when  mysticism  has  become  doubly 
refined,  the  adherents  are  excited  to  enthusiasm,  and  all  absurdities 
become  at  once  transformed  into  the  fair  proportions  of  truth  !-*- 
This  is  enlightenment — at  least  the  Homoeopathic  mode  of  **  en- 
lightening the  people  I  ** 
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LECTURE 

On  Hoopinff'Cough,    By  L.  M.  Lawson,  M.  D. — Treat- 
ment. — (Concluded  from  p.  142.) 

I  desire  to  draw  your  attention  to  another  class  of  topical 
applications,  still  more  important  than  those  already  named ; 
these  are,  applications' made  directly  to  the  larynx.  The 
phenomena  or  hooping-cough  show  very^  clearly  that,  in  the 
second  period,  the  imtation  manifests  its  greatest  intensity, 
and  longest  duration,  about  the  larynx ;  this  is  shown  by  the 
spasmodic  cough,  which  becomes  the  most  protracted  and 
troublesome  symptom.  There  is,  indeed,  some  resemblance 
between  this  stage  of  hooping-cough  and  laryngitis,  differinff,* 
however,  in  the  specific  character  of  the  former;  but  the  simi- 
larity in  the  ultimate  pathological  condition  is  so  great  that 
some  topical  applications  become  appropriate  to  each.  It 
will  be  rememoered  that,  in  speaking  of^cbronic  laryngitis, 
the  great  importance  of  the  topical  application  of  nitrate  of 
silver  was  mentioned ;  and  recent  observations  induce  us  to 
believe  that  the  same  remedy  is  not  less  efficacious  in  hoop- 
ing-cough. It  has  been  employed  by  Dr.  E.  Watson,  of 
Glasgow,  and,  as  he  informs  us,  with  the  best  results.  He 
observes  that  the  remedy  was  applied  when  the  disease  was  at 
its  height,  and  when  the  paroxysms  were  occurring  every 
fifteen  minutes.  Under  this  treatment,  his  patients  seldom 
hooped  longer  than  eight  or  ten  days,  the  mitigation  being 
obvious  from  the  first  application.  He  states,  also,  that  the 
remedy  was  applied  to  cases  in  which  the  disease  seemed  to 
be  commencing,  and  that  it  arrested  all  further  development. 
It  may  fairly  be  a  question  whether  these  cases  were  really 
forming  hooping-cough ;  but  as  they  occurred  in  families 
where  the  disease  prevailed,  and  exhibited  the  usual  precur- 
flOiy  signs  of  an  attack,  it  seems  not  improbable  that  such  was 
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the  case ;  and  if  so,  we  are  placed  in  possession  of  an  impor* 
tant  and  valuable  fact.  We  nope  this  question  may  be  settled 
in  the  aflSirmative. 

Dr»  Watson  employed  the  iiitrate  of  silver  in  the  propor* 
tions  of  from  fifteen  to  forty  grains  to  the  ounce  of  distilled 
water,  which  was  applied  every  second  day,  first  to  the  fauces^ 
and  finally  to  the  larynx.  The  usual  strength  of  the  prepara- 
tion was  fifteen  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water. 

Dr.  Watson  submits  the  following  facts  in  relation  to  the 
success  of  this  treatment ; 

<<  M.  Joubert,  of  Cherion,  has  used  the  topical  treatment  in 
68  cases  of  hooping-cou^,  with  the  followmg  results:  (See 
the  <  Bull,  de  Tnerapeutique'  for  January,  185S,  and  also  the 
<  Edin.  Monthly  Journal'  for  Afayi  1862,  p.  267.) 
A  speedy  cure  resulted  in    .        .        •        .40  cases 
Great  relief  and  shortening  of  the  disease  in  •     20    << 
No  change  in        •        .        p        •       *       •       8    ^^ 

Total,    .       ,      68 
'^  The  cases  of  the  disease  which  I  have  myself  treated, 
from  begining  to  end,  in  this  way  amount  at  present  to  67,  in 
all  of  which  a  more  or  less  speedy  cure  was  effected,  as  the 
following  statement  will  show : 

38  Cases  were  cured  in  from  10  to  14  days. 
19        «  <^  3  to  4  weeks. 

67 
"  Combining  these  two  Tables,  we  have  in  the  first  place 
126  cases  of  hooping-cough  treated  in  this  manner  without 
one  death.  Only  8  out  of  the  whole  number  resisted  the 
treatment ;  of  the  rest,  78  were  speedily  cured,  and  39  were 
greatly  relieved  and  shortened.  What  better  proof  can  be 
asked  of  the  efficacy  of  the  topical  treatment  of  hooping- 
cough;  and  what  now  prevents  its  general  adoption  by  the 
profession?  Am  I  not  warranted  in  believing  that  where  it 
IS  so  adopted  much  suffering  would  be  saved  and  many  lives 
would  be  prolonged  beyond  the  first,  the  most  interesting,  but 
perhaps  also  the  most  dangerous,  epoch  of  human  eidstence?'' 

I  have  no  doubt  of  the  great  efficacy  of  this  remedy,  and 
hope  its  merits  may  be  more  fully  tested.  It  should  be  em- 
ployed as  directed  in  cases  of  chronic  laryngitis. 

Miscellaneous  Remedies. — A  large  number  of  remedies,  of 
very  opposite  characters,  have  been  employed  in  the  treatmen 
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of  hooping-cough,  which  can  not  readily  be  classed  with 
those  already  mentioned.  Many  of  these  preparations  have 
been  employed  empirically,  altnough  some  properly  enough 
come  under  specific  rules,  and  are  administered  on  cfearly  de- 
fined principles.  Some  of  the  articles  to  be  named  mignt  be 
classcKl  as  anti-spasmodics,  other  are  tonics,  and  a  third  might 
be  called  alteratives;  but  as  their  classification  would  be 
altogether  arbitrary,  I  prefer  to  mention  the  most  of  them 
under  a  general  head. 

The  asarum  eanadtnst  has  been  employed  in  hooping- 
cough,  and  seems  to  possess  some  virtues.  The  following 
formula  has  been  given : 

9        Asarum  Canadense     i^ 

Alcohol,  8U 

Water,  q.  s. 

Sacch.  Alb.  Sij 

Yin.  Ipecac,  Sss 

Cochineal,  3j 

Carb.  Potass,  ^ss 

Bruise  the  root,  put  in  a  displacement  vessel,  and  heat,  with 
six  ounces  of  water  previously  mixed  with  the  alcohol ;  con- 
tinue the  percolation  until  half  a  pint  is  obtained,  then  add 
the  sugar,  and  with  a  gentle  heat  make  a  pint  of  syrup. 
When  cold,  add  the  other  ingredients,  and  mix  well.  The 
dose  of  the  preparation  varies  from  a  half  to  two  drachms, 
repeated  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

It  is  not  a  veiy  activt  preparation ;  but  it  has  seemed  to  me 
to  possess  useful  properties.  I  am  not  able  to  affirm  that  it 
materially  abridges  tne  duration  of  the  disease,  but  it  has 
appeared  to  mitigate  the  violence  of  the  cough,  and  to  render 
the  patients  comparatively  comfortable.  It  is,  moreover,  a 
very  elegant  preparation,  and  one  that  children,  old  enough  to 
prefer  pleasant  medicine,  will  take,  even  with  avidity.  The 
other  ingredients  doubtless  add  much  to  the  efficacy  of  the 
asarum  canadense.  It  may  be  called  the  Compound  Syrup 
of  Wild  Oinger.  Its  origin  I  do  not  know,  but  remember  it 
was  mentioned  to  me  by  Prof.  Annan,  now  of  Kentucky. 

The  iodnret  of  silver  has  been  recently  introduced  m  the 
treatment  of  hooping-cough.  Dr.  Charles  Patterson  treated 
a  family  of  chilaren,  varying^  from  one  to  ten  years  of  age, 
▼enr  successfully  with  this  article.  He  gave  it  in  the  form  of 
pill,  one-eighth  of  a  grain  to  the  youngest,  and  one-fourth  to 
the  oldest,  repeated  three  times  a  day.  He  remarks  that  it 
produced  the  most  prompt  and  beneficial  results,  and  relieved 
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the  patients  in  about  ten  days.  Should  similar  success  attend 
its  use  hereafter,  it  will  be  regarded  as  the  most  efficacious 
remedy  in  our  possession.     It  certainly  merits  further  trial. 

The  nitrate  of  silver  (las,  also,  been  used  internally,  with 
some  benefit.     The  following  is  Trousseau's  formula : 

Ijk        Aq.  Distill.         3J 
Syr.  Simple.       3ss 
Argent.  I^it.        grV  M. 
To  be  taken  daily. 

The  precipitated  sub-carbonate  of  iron  has  been  emplojred 
with  decideo  advantage.  Steyman  gave  two  and  a  half  .grains 
repeated  every  three  hours,  and  adding,  for  every  year  beyond 
the  first,  one  grain  ;  but  Dr.  Lombard  administered  it  in  much 
larger  doses,  sometimes  to  the  extent  of  twenty-four  or  thirty- 
six  grains.  He  affirms  that  it  produced  highly  beneficial 
results,  which  were  manifested  by  lessening  the  force  and 
frequency  of  the  paroxysm?.  He  gave  it  in  the  syrup  or 
some  cough  mixture.  The  testimony  is  too  decided  to  be 
rejected;  still  it  is  much  more  appropriate  in  cases  of  marked 
debility,  without  fever,  than  in  tne  opposite  class. 

The  oxide  ofzinchdis  enjoyed  some  reputation  in  this  sta^e 
of  the  disease.  Dr.  Lombanl,  especially,  praises  it;  and  in 
cases  of  an  epileptic  tendency  it  produced  very  decided  results. 
He  gave  it  in  quantities  of  from  four  to  twelve  grains  a  day. 
In  chronic  cases  it  may  be  useful,  though  I  have  never  tested 
its  virtues. 

Alum  has  been  strongly  recommended  by  Dr.  Golding 
Bird,  in  cases  of  bronchorrhoea.  He  f;ave  it  in  doses  of  from 
two  to  six  grains,  to  children  from  one  to  ten  years  of  ase, 
repeated  every  four  or  six  hours.  He  usually  administered  it 
in  combination  with  a  narcotic,  thus : 
]^        Aluminis,  gr.xxv 

Ext.  Conii,  gr-xij 

Syr.  Rhceidos,     3ij 
Aq.  Anethi.        3iij> — M. 

Dose,  a  medium-sized  spoonful  ibr  a  child  two  or  three 
years  of  age,  every  sixth  hour. 

Dr.  Crossly  Hull  also  employed  it  with  great  benefit.  He 
gave  of  the  powder  of  Alum  doses  of  four  or  five  grains  to 
infants,  increasing  two  grains  for  each  year  until  the  dose 
reached  fifteen  grains ;  for  a  patient  aged  fourteen  years  the 
dose  was  ten  grains,  which  was  increasea  two  grains  at  a  time 
up  to  twenty  grains.  The  medicine  was  given  eight  times  a 
day  in  a  little  water.     He  affirms  that  the  cough  often  ceased 
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within  a  week,  or  less.  Dr.  Davis,  of  London,  expresses 
great  confidence  in  the  efficacy  of  the  Alum ;  and  Dr.  Condie 
coincides  with  the  same  opinion.  It  is,  beyond  doubt,  a  valu- 
able remedy  in  hooping-cough,  (and  similar  affections,) 
where  there  is  a  super-secretion.  Dr.  Davis  prescribed  two 
grains  three  times  a  day,  for  infants,  and  to  those  of  greater 
age  from  four  to  twelve  grains,  in  syrup. 

Dr.  Simon  dwells  on  the  importance  of  diuresis  in  the 
treatment  of  hooping-coueh.    For  this  purpose  he  recom* 
mends  nitred  drinks^  and  minute  doses  of  oigitalis ;  and,  in 
more  chronic  cases,  cantharides.     The  tincture  of  cantharides 
and  lobelia,  combined,  are  said  to  have  been  successful.     Dr. 
Beaty,  of  Dublin,  recommends  the  following : 
V^        Tinct.  Cinchon.  Comp.    iv 
Tinct*  Lytse, 
Tinct.  Camph.,  a  a  fiss — M. 

Medium  dose,  a  tea-spoonfull  three  times  a  day,  in  linseed 
or  barley  tea. 

We  might  ereatly  extend  the  list  of  remedies  which  have 
been  empToyea  against  hooping-cough,  but  it  would  become 
tedious  and  unprontable  to  do  more  than  enumerate  a  few  of 
those  which  have  net  been  already  mentioned.  The  ftotoers 
of  Sulphur  has  been  highly  praised  by  Horst,  Kopp,  Jfadelot, 
and  others,  in  doses  varying  from  six  to  twenty  grain.  Sul- 
phuret  of  potass^  in  doses  of  ten  grains,  mixed  with  honey, 
was  given  b^  Blaud ;  the  arsenical  solution  by  Ferriar  and 
others ;  the  liquor  subacetatis plumbic  by  Forbes :  tannin^  by 
Subregondi ;  cochineal  by  many  of  the  older  writers ;  and  a 
strong  infusion  of  coffee,  by  Gruyot.  Inhalation  of  Ether 
was  recommended  by  Willis ;  and  fumigation  with  tar,  ben* 
zoin,  galbanum,  &c.,  by  others.  Dr.  Waddington  advises 
the  air  of  the  apartipent  to  be  impregnated  with  tar,  by 
keeping  that  agent  boiling  over  a  lamp.  In  addition  to 
these  remedies,  it  is  proper  to  remind  you  that  the  alkaline 
carbonates  have  been  often  employed,  and  may  be  advan- 
tageously combined  with  any  other  agents  with  which  they 
are  not  chemically  incompatible. 

I  wish  to  refer  to  but  one  additional  agent,  namely,  vacci- 
nation.  It  has  been  proposed  as  9^  prophylaxis^  and  also  with 
the  view  of  modifying  the  course  of  the  disease.  This  ques- 
tion is  not  easily  settled.  Dr.  Chevallier  has  published  three 
successful  cases.  Dr.  Thomas  Adam  has  reported  one 
striking  case.  In  a  family  of  two  children,  the  eldest  was 
attacked  with  hooping-cough,  and,  after  having  it  several 
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weeks,  the  youngest  one  whs  also  attacked.  It  was  vaccina* 
ted  on  the  third  day  of  the  disease,  and  the  cot^h  ceased 
when  the  pustule  was  fully  formed ;  while  the  eldest,  who 
was  not  vaccinated,  continued  to  cough.  Doctors  Ferrari  and 
Ambrofiis,  says  M.  Biache,  have  onen  observed,  during  the 
course  of  vaccination,  that  hooping-cough  was  much  leas 

Srave,  and  its  duration  sensibly  abridged.  Dr.  Boccaidi^ 
aving  observed,  in  epidemic  hooping-cough,  that  it  was  most 
severe  with  young  children  who  had  not  been  vaccinated, 
determined  to  try  that  remedy.  The  vaccination  run  rego* 
larly  through  its  periods,  seeming  a  little  accelerated  in  some, 
and  a  little  retarded  in  others ;  forthwith  the  mortality  was 
arrested ;  the  cough  became  of  a  middle  character,  and,  more- 
over, the  duration  of  the  disease,  which  ordinarily  exceeded 
forty  days,  was  limited,  in  most  infants,  to  three  or  four 
weeks.  Manjr  others  have  reported  examples  of  hooping- 
cough  being  mitigated  by  vaccination.  "  I  have  had  myself, 
sa^s  M.  Biache,  <<  occasion  to  know  the  happy  influence  of 
this  means  on  an  infant  in  the  twentieth  day  of  the  disease. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  trials  which  I  have  seen  made  at 
Phospital  des  Enfansy  and  which  were  made  with  great  zeal 
by  Dr.  Constant,  produce  no  obvious  result.'*  {Did.  de 
Med.) 

With  these  conflicting  statements  before  us,  and  the  veiy 
few  satisfactory  experiments  and  observations  which  haiw 
been  made,  we  are  without  the  requisite  data  for  a  positive 
decision  of  the  question.  It  does  seem,  however,  that  vacci- 
nation, under  certain  circumstances,  has  materially  modified 
the  violence  and  duration  of  hooping-cough ;  and  we  are 
encouraged,  therefore,  to  make  fhrther  trials  with  the  remedy. 
One  precaution  should  be  observed  in  such  cases  ;  it  is  appli- 
cable alone  to  simple  cases;  inflammatory  complications 
altogether  forbid  its  employment. 

Treatment  of  the  third  period^  stage  of  decline,  or  conws^ 
lescence, — I  need  not  detain  you  with  any  extended  remarks 
on  this  stage.  The  disease  gradually  abates,  and  the  patient 
requires  but  little,  except  a  continuance  of  some  of  the  same 
remedies  previously  given,  and  the  use  of  tonics  according  to 
the  state  of  debility.  A  change  of  air,  a  bland  but  nutritious 
diet,  tonics  and  occasional  narcotics,  comprise  the  general 
course  best  suited  to  the  third  period. 

Treatment  of  Complications. — It  is  eoually  unnecessary  to 
enter  into  the  dfetails  of  treatment  required  in  the  various  com- 
plications.   This  must  be  regulated  by  general  principles  and 
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pecaliarities  of  each  case.  The  treatment  of  cerebral  affec- 
tions, pneamonitU^  bonchitis,  pleuritis  and  intestinal  irritation, 
must  be  regulated  in  accordance  with  the  nature  and  intensi^ 
of  those  several  affections^  and  the  condition  of  the  patient  in 
which  they  occur.  The  most  important  consideration  is,  to 
reco^ize  these  diseases  at  an  early  period,  and  at  once  to 
modify  the  treatoaent  accordingly.  We  shall  find  that  physi- 
cal dia^^nosis  is  indispensable  in  making  these  disoiminations* 
Begunen. — The  reeimen  of  the  patient,  throughout  the 
whole  course  of  the  disease,  must  be  carefully  regulated. 
The  diet  should  be  of  the  most  bland  and  uninitating  charac- 
ter. Over-distention  or  undue  excitement  of  the  stomach 
ftreatly  agsravates  the  cough,  and,  if  often  repeated,  will  ren- 
der the  wnole  course  of  the  disease  more  violent  and  pro- 
tcacted.  It  is  important  to  remark,  also,  that/ree  ventilation 
during  the  activity  of  the  disease,  and  an  entire  change  of  air 
during  convalescence,  are  of  the  utmost  importance.  I  would 
invite  especial  attention  to  the  fact,  that  patients  laboring 
under  hooping-cough,  emit  a  ccnta^ous  or  poisonous  sul>- 
scance,  which  is  capable  not  only  of  imparting  itself  to  other 
persons,  but  reacts  on  the  patient  himself,  ana  serves  to  keep 
up  the  irritation.  An  atmosphere  in  which  patients  are  con- 
fined, soon  becomes  contaminated  with  this  poison,  which 
will  aggravate  the  cough,  and  endanger  life  itself.  It  is 
highly  important,  therefore,  to  maintain  a  free  ventilation, 
aM,  when  convenient^  occasionally  to  remove  patients  to 
other  apartments.  Nor  is  it  less  important  during  convales- 
cence to  remove  the  patient  to  a  different  atmosphere.  Exer- 
cise in  the  open  air,  or  a  removal  to  another  district,  will  often 
speedily  arrest  the  lingering  elements  of  a  nervous  cou^h,  and 
soon  impart  vigor  and  health  to  a  weak  and  debilitated 
frame. 

CoH  of  disease  of  the  Kidneys^  Ureters  and  Bladder.  Read 
before  the  Cincinnati  Medical  Society,  at  its  March  meet- 
ing, 1868.  Bt  p.  J.  BucKNBR,  M.  !D.  Published  byre- 
quest  of  the  Society. 

Nephritis,  or  acute  inflammation  of  the  substance  of  the 
kidney,  is  exceedingly  rare  as  an  idiopathic  affection  in  early 
life. 

MM.  Billiet  and  Barthez,  decline  attempting  to  give  a 
description  of  its  symptoms,  on  account  of  the  very  ftw  in- 
stances of  it  that  have  come  under  their  observation,  although 
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they  refer  to  some  cases  in  which  the  congested,  swollen,  and 
indarated  state  of  the  kidneys  after  death  seemed  to  indicate 
that  those  organs  had  been  the  seat  of  inflammatory  action. 

M.  Rayer  relates  an  instance  or  two  where  the  presence  of 
purulent  deposites  in  the  kidneys  of  infants  a  few  weeks  old 
gave  positive  evidence  of  their  inflammation  ;  but  no  symp« 
toms  observed  during  the  lifetime  of  these  children  had  called 
attention  to  their  urinary  organs.  He  mentions  it,  moreover^ 
as  a  disease  of  very  unusual  occurrence  in  early  life,  and  adds, 
that  although  he  has  seen  cystitis  follow  the  application  of  a 
blister  in  early  life,  yet,  even  in  those  cases  there  was  no  sign 
of  irritation  having  extended  to  the  kidneys. 

Albuminous  Nephritis,  or  that  form  of  inflammation  of  the 
kidney  which  is  usually  met  with  in  connection  with  general 
dropsy,  is  rather  less  uncommon  as  a  primary  disease,  though 
in  by  far  the  greater  number  of  cases^  it  is  met  with  as  a  se* 
quelse  of  one  of  the  eruptive  fevers,  generally  of  scarlatina. 

It  is  under  these  latter  circumstances  only  that  it  has  pre* 
sented  itself  to  my  notice.    The  following  case  whose  history 
I  am  about  to  narrate,  I  deem  one  of  rare  occurrence,  and 
which  I  shall  denominate  Nephropyemia  or  Pyonephria,  ac 
companied  by  extensive  nephrotasia. 

The  subject  of  this  disease  was  a  mulatto  boy  nine  yearv 
of  age,  of  spare  and  delicate  make^  lymphatic  temp.^rament, 
and  well  marked  scrofulous  diathesis. 

His  mother  informed  me  that  he  had  been  troubled  with 
incontinence  of  urine  from  infancy  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  constantly  in  the  habit  of  *'  wetting  the  bed''  at  night, 
and  required  unusual  care  and  attention  to  keep  him  clean  and 
dry  through  the  day;  notwithstanding  she  instructed  bim  to 
void  his  urine  frequently,  to  prevent  accumulation  in  the  blad- 
der, at  as  early  a  period  as  he  was  capable  of  observing  her 
injunction,  still,  he  continued  to  sutler  from  stillicidium 
urinse,  to  a  considerable  degree  during  the  waking  hours,  aa 
well  as  whfjn  asleep. 

Although  he  did  not  thrive  and  grow  as  other  children  of 
his  age,  and  often  complained  of  ^^pain  in  bis  belly"  and 
across  his  loins  ;  no  very  marked  symptoms  of  active  disease 
manifested  themselves  till  sometime  in  July  last.  At  which 
time,  he  began  to  complain  of  some  pain  and  difiiculty  in 
micturition,  with  occasional  hematuria.  The  blood  some* 
times  preceding,  at  others  following  the  flow  of  urine,  while 
on  other  occasions  it  would  be  mixed  with  the  urine. 

He  complained  frequently  of  pain  in  the  glands-penis,  and 
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behind  the  symphasis  pubis,  with  rigors  and  well  marked  ex- 
acerbations of  rever  of  an  evening.  His  tongue  was  coated 
with  a  white  fur,  appetite  impaired,  bowels  inclined  to  consti- 
pation, skin  hot  ana  dry^  thirst  increased. 

In  the  latter  part  of  December  1852,  his  mother  presented 
him  to  my  partner  Dr.  Taliferro  and  myself  for  mc^lical  ad. 
vice  and  treatment.  At  this  time  he  was  able  to  come  to  our 
office  and  walk  several  squares.  After  obtaining  the  history 
of  the  case  as  above  detailed,  and  a  careful  investigation  of 
his  symptoms  at  the  time,  we  were  led  to  suspect  the  presence 
of  stone  in  the  bladder.  We,/ therefore,  introduced  a  sound 
and  examined  him  several  times,  but  were  unable  to  detect 
any  thing  like  calculus  in  the  bladder. 

It  was  evident,  however,  there  was  great  irritability  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder,  as  the  presence  of  the  sound 

Save  him  great  pain.  His  kidneys  were  implicated  in  the 
isease,  as  we  conceived,  but  their  true  pathological  condition 
seemed  involved  in  great  obscurity.  Tne  symptoms  led  us  to 
the  conclusion,  however,  that  there  might  be  renal  calculi  in 
(be pelvis  of  the  kidney,  or  in  the  ureter,  giving  rise  to  irrita- 
tion, and  thus  causing  hematuria. 

We  gave  him  the  fluid  extract  of  Pareira  brava  in  teaspoon- 
ful  doses  three  times  a  day,  in  a  wine  glass  full  of  decoction 
of  Buchu  leaves,  for  several  days,  with  manifest  benefit,  the 
pain  lessened  and  the  hematuria  seemed  to  be  arrested  by  its 
use ;  he  also  took  the  carbonate  of  potassa  in  mucilage  of 
acacia,  together  with  tonics,  particularly  the  ferruginous  pre- 
perations,  but  with  very  little  apparent  benefit. 

In  consequence  of  constantly  increasing  marasmus,  and  the 
absence  of  all  anasarcous  symptoms,  we  were  not  disposed  to 
consider  it  a  case  of  Bright's  disease,  or  granular  disease  of 
the  kidneys,  still,  his  urine  was  chemically  tested,  several 
times  during  the  progress  of  the  disease,  for  the  detection  of 
the  presence  of  albumen,  both  by  heat  and  nitric  acid,  but 
without  detecting  its  presence  in  any  appreciable  quantity. 

.About  ten  days  before  his  death,  he  complained  of  great 
tenderness  in  the  right  illiac  region.  Up^n  inspection,  we- 
found  a  long  oval  tumour  extending  from  the  lumber  regioa 
down  to  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  imparting  a  gaseous  elastic 
feel  to  the  finger,  and  an  obscure  sense  of  fluctuation.  We 
were  now  induced  to  suspect  the  formation  of  psoas  abeess,  and 
deeming  tiie  case  hopeless,  a  merely  paliative  treatment  was 
contioued,  consisting  of  anodynes,  warm  fomentations  &c« 
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He  died  on  the day  of  January  1853,  and  the  next  day 

ttpost  mortem  examination,  revealed  the  following  facta: 

Post  obU  examination. — On  opening  the  abaomea,  tlM 
bladder  was  the  first  organ  examined,  it  was  found  to  con- 
tain about  two  ounces  of  urine  of  natural  color,  the  coats 
were  thickened  and  indurated,  the  nmcus  coat  was  comiffated 
and  highly  vascular,  the  ureters  were  enormously  dilated  and 
distended  with  urine ;  so  large,  indeed,  as  to  resemble  the 
small  intestines,  and  lyin^  in  close  proximity  as  they  did, 
miffht  readily  have  been  mistaken  even  for  the  colon. 

On  tracing  the  ureter  of  the  right  side,  which  was  the 
largest,  to  the  kidney,  that  organ  was  found  enormously  dis- 
teiKled  with  urine,  and  in  a  state  of  ulceration,  its  peritoneal 
covering  being  extensively  adherent  to  the  adjacent  parts. 
Its  glandular  structure  seemed  entirely  disorganized;  pus 
was  collected  in  various  sacs  or  pockets,  external  to  its  cortical 
substance,  and  beneath  its  peritoneal  covering,  while  its  inter- 
nal structure  or  uriniferous  tubes  were  unfolded  as  it  were,  and 
distended  into  one  great  sac.  Exhibiting  the  appearance  of 
one  continuous  tube,  the  ureter,  and,  terminating  in  a  large 
cyst,  the  kidney.  Thus,  illustrating  most  beautifully  the  ana* 
tomical  fact,  oi  the  tubular  formation  of  the  gland,  capable  of 
being  unraveled,  as  it  were,  by  disease,  and  mechanical  dis- 
tention, and  converted  into  a  huge  cyst. 

For  I  apprehend  that  the  thickening  of  the  coats  of  the 
bladder  in  tnis  case,  impeded  the  flow  of  urine  from  the  kid- 
ney into  the  bladder,  thus  causing  an  accumulation  in  the 
ureters,  and  throwing  back  its  pressure  upon  the  infundibula 
and  unriniferous  tubuli  of  the  kidneys,  producing  the  pheno- 
mena presented  in  the  morbid  specimen  now  offered  tor  the 
inspection  of  the  society. 

it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  we  found  no  calculous  or 
other  concretions,  either  in  the  infundibula  of  the  kidney  or 
ureters ;  but  they  were  enormously  distended  with  urine  or 
urino-purulent  fluid.  The  formation  of  pus  must  have  been 
of  recent  origin  as  we  had  not  detected  anything  of  the  kind 
in  the  urine  previous  to  death,  and  after  death  the  small  quan- 
tity of  urine  found  in  the  bladder  as  before  remarked,  was 
clear  aud  unmixed  with  either  blood  or  pus,  but  appare^y 
healthy ;  rather  transparent  than  otherwise. 

The  left  kidney  presented  similar  morbid  changes  and  or- 
ganic leisons,  but  not  quite  so  extensive.  The  kidney  itself, 
was  not  more  than  two-thirds  the  size  of  the  right  \  its  ureter, 
however,  was  but  a  little  less  than  the  other.    The  messen- 
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tcric  glaodB  were  gligbtly  mUrged,  the  atonuch  and  intestines 
were  extreaiely  white  and  UoodlesB,  the  Hver  and  otbet 
viacera  of  the  aDdomen  pretented  nothiiw  unOBual  in  their  ap- 
peuaoce.    The  cheet  was  not  emminea. 
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From  the  foregoing  history  of  the  case,  we  draw  the  foU 
towing^practical  deductions : — 

1.  That  organic  diease  of  the  kidneys,  may  exist  to  a  very 
great  extent  andjeven  approximate  a  fatal  termination,  withoc^ 
exhibiting  any  well  marked  symptoms  characteristic  of  the 
mischief  during  life, 

2.  That  the  tumor  of  the  right  illiac  region  was  evidently 
caused  by  the  enlarged  kidney  and  its  distended  ureter,  and 
that  such  a  swelling  may  be  mistaken  tor  psoas  abeesSf  a  point 
well  worthy  of  note  in  diagnosis. 

3.  That  the  history  of  the  case  renders  it  highly  probable 
that  the  disease  commenced  in  early  infancy,  and  was  several 
years  in  reaching  its  fatal  termination. 

4.  That  the  primary  disease  was  in  the  bladder ;  commenc- 
ing in  irritation,  and  inflammation  inducing  hypertrophy  of 
its  walls — slowly  communicating  and  extending  upwards, 
through  the  ureters  to  the  kidneys.  Both  kidneys  being  simi- 
larly afiected,  both  ureters  nearly  equally  dilated  and  filled 
witn  urine.  The  distention  alone  may  have  induced  inflam- 
mation in  the  calycine  membrane. 

Note. — The  annexed  plate  will  give  some  idea  of  the  dis- 
tention of  the  ureters  and  kidney,  and  their  relative  propor- 
tions, though  not  intended  to  represent  the  full  size,  as  I  have 
been  compelled  to  restrict  the  drawing  to  the  size  of  the  page. 
Its  real  size  is  here  given,  from  accurate  measurement,  ana  is 
as  follows : — 

The  circumference  of  the  long  axis  of  the  kidney,  is  twenty 
inches. 

The  circumference  of  its  short  axis  at  the  entrance  of  the 
ureter,  is  thirteen  inches. 

Length  of  the  right  ureter,  is  fifteen  inches.  Its  circum- 
ference varying  from  two  and  a  half  to  three  inches. 

The  left  ureter  was  not  so  long  as  the  right  by  two  inches. 


Oun  Shot  wound  of  the  Arm  with  Fracture  of  the  Humerus 
Cured  without  Amputation.  Bv  Jambs  Sinclaie,  M.  D., 
of  Steubenville,  Onio. 

On  the  18th  of  May,  1852,  M onford  Stokely,  only  son  of 
General  Samuel  Stokely  of  this  place,  accidentally  received 
a  charse  of  small  shot  in  the  arm,  which  made  a  large  wound 
on  each  side,  through  the  muscles,  and  shattered  the  bone 
into  small  fragments  for  about  two  inches,  near  its  middle. 
The  larfi^e  vessels  were  uninjured,  and  but  little  hemorrhage 
followed  the  accident. 


SiNOLAiB  on  a  tSun  Shot  Wound.  278 

Being  myself  some  miles  from  home  in  the  morning,  at 
the  time  of  the  occurrence,  Dr.  Hullihen  of  Wheeling,  was 
telegraphed  for.  On  my  return  I  saw  the  boy,  and  gave  my 
opinion  that  amputation  might  be  siafely  deferred  till  evening, 
when  the  doctor  was  expected  to  arrive,  and  then  a  general 
consultation  should  be  held  with  the  physicians  of  our  city, 
and  the  best  course  of  treatment  to  oe  pursued,  decided  on 
in  council. 

Dr.  Hullihen  arrived  at  half  past  six,  and  a  consultation 
immediately  called-^present  Drs.  Hullihen,  Stanton,  John- 
ston,' Hennmg,  Tappan,  and  myself.  After  a  discussion  of 
one  hour  and  a  halt,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  postpone 
the  amputation  until  a  more  potent  necessity  was  apparent, 
and  for  the  present  only  to  remove  the  loose  pieces,  and  to 
trim,  the  extremities  of  the  fractured  bone.  The  outside 
Wounds  were  so  extensive,  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  en* 
lamng  these,  and  Dr.  H.  removed  With  a  forceps  the  pieces 
of  bone,  and  with  cutting  pliars  trimmed  the  ragged  extremities. 

The  arm  was  then  placed  in  an  easy  flexed  position,  and 
directions  were  ^ven  to  use  cold  water  assiduously,  during 
the  night,  over  it.  The  patient  being  subject  to  chorea,  and 
symptoms  of  that  disease  being  present  at  this  time,  one* 
fourtn  of  a  grain  of  morphium  was  administered  to  quiet  the 
muscular  system. 

Mav  19m. — Saw  the  case  in  company  with  Dr.  Henning. 
Subsuitus  in  the  muscles  generally;  pulse  110;  tongue 
white  and  dry ;  skin  hot ;  bowels  unmoved ;  arm  swelling. 

We  had  ordered  a  tin  case  to  b^  made  conformable  to  the 
shape  of  the  arm,  so  as  to  pass  from  above  the  wound  down 
betow  the  elbow.  In  this  the  limb  was  placed.  An  ingenious 
syphon  was  constructed  by  George  Mason,  Esq.,  our  patient's 
half  brother,  by  which  a  constant  stream  of  cold  water  was 
made  to  pass  over  the  arm,  from  the  shoulder  to  the  elbow, 
and  then  escape  through  the  holes  made  in  the  tin  splint 

Ordered  Oomp.  Cathar.  Pills,  No.  iii,  and  one^ourth  of  a 
grain  of  Sulph.  Morph. 

8  iPdaeky  P.  M.— ^hilse  100 ;  heat  of  arm  much  lessened; 
sabsuHus  controlled ;  bowels  linmoved. 

Cold  water  to  be  continued  or  omitted,  accdrding  to  the 
temperature 'of  tfie  arm. 

One-fourth  of  a  grain  of  Sulph.  Morph.  wit|i  the  following 
{nil  to  be  given : 

Iji.    Sub. 'Mur.  Hindnrg,    gr.  i.  '  -  « 

. «.  Ex  Ooicieyptb  Comp.  gr.  vt.  .^ 
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S.  Pill  to  be  repeated  every  fourhours  until  the  bowek  open. 

The  temperature  of  the  room  to  be  increased  or  nioderated 
according  to  necessity.  Strict  quietude  ei\join^ ;  lemooads 
or  orange  water  allowed  him  to  drink. 

2OM9  8  A.  Jd. — Febrile  symptoms  and  heat  altqgether  sub* 
dued ;  slept  well  all  nighty  but  one  pill  tafceqr;  no  action  of 
bowels ;  no  subsultus ;  eat  toast  and  tea  for  breakfast ;  much 
encouraged;  pulse  soft,  120;  free  sanious  discharge  from 
wound. 

^.  Pills  two  as  above^  eveiy  fqur  hours,  until  bowels 
Diov  d;  cold  water  applications  according  Co  necessi^;  the 
Sulp.  Morp.  if  necessary. 

Halj^poit  1,  P.  Af« — Pulse  110,  quick  and  sharp;  sub^I* 
tus  in  the  arm,  controlled  however,  by  the  morphine,  of  which 
the  patient  had  two  doses  since  last  visit;  very  restless | 
placed  him  on  a  hard  bed,  redressed  the  arm  by  washing 
&c.  If  bowels  unmoved  by  £  o'clock  to  give  eneqia  of  satt 
water  and  molasses. 

7  o*elockf  p.  AT. — EnenM  administered  as  directed ;  bowels 
opened  freely ;  pulse  110  and  soft;  tongue  moist,  skin  cool. 

Ijk.  Morpbi^a  Snip,  of  ^  gr.  when  neeessaiy  to  quiet  sub* 
sultus. 

21s/,  at  half^jfost  3  o'c/ocA-r-Was  called,  owing  to  eeneral 
subsultus  violently  coming  on ;  arm  inflamed  above  ana  below 
wounds;  puke  11£>  quick  apd  sharp,;  90  evjicuatton  from 
bowels  since  last  visit ;  urinates  freely ;  dellriam  from  the  e^ 
iects  of  morphine, having  bad twodoses, 

Bf.  Musk  gr.  iij,  to  be  reputed  every  two  hours  if  neces- 
sary, and  ta  resume  pill  of  calpmel  and  colocyntb  and  con- 
tinue one  eveiy  four  hours,  until  bowek  ave  freely  opened ;  to 
Sfssiduous^  ke^p  up  tbe,  cold  water  i^pplicaitions  to  the  arnu 

9  o'clock  A.  M. — met  Drs.  Henni^  and  Stanton.  The 
musk  controlled  the  subsultus;  patient  got  a  refreshing  sleep { 
partook  of  lea, and  toast  for  oreakfaat — much  encoumgeoL 
Wou^  diy  and  dark  coli^ed,  although  arm  not  so  much 
swollen. 

9.  Liopeed  meal  with  brewers  yeast  ^$  a  cat^lwi^  to 
wounds,  to  be  repeated  every  3  houcs.  Musk  c<H>tinuadL  «l|0 
pills  as  aboye. 

3  o'clock  P.  M. — Poultices  cleanainy  wounda  well,  die* 
charges  flowing  modefalely  end  very  offensive*  Aike  90 
and  soft — no  subsultus;  patient  in  good  spirits |  arm  soffaii 
but  little,  and  the  swelling  muderate- 

Qr«    Musk,  Aataplafov  And  >pitts  >  conliiued. 
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7  o'clock  P.  M- — Discharges  of  purulent  matter  in  quan- 
tity— suffers  but  little  in  dressing  wounds;  no  febrile  heat- 
pulse  90 ;  no  subsultus — swelling  of  arm  decreasing-^bowels 
umoved.  Patients  bowels  bemg  obstinately  costive,  one 
pill  ftt  10  o'clock;  no  enema  as  patient  was  comfortable  and 
inclined  to  rest* 

22d.  Patient  comfortable  and  got  a  refreshinff  sleep- 
wounds  discharging  purulent  matter  mixed  with  blood ;  but 
little  subsultus — bowels  unopened— pulse.  84  and  fuil,  though 
not  strong — arm  red  and  swollen  below  the  wound  and  about 
the  elbow. 

Vt*    Skienii,  d.  recini,  molasses  and  Wftrm  water  €j. 

Musk  powder  when  necessary  to  meet  spasmodiac  action. 

Qr.     Acet.  plumbiy  3j 
Spt.  vini  dilut* 
Acet  acid,  aa        jiy 
Aq.  fluviales,         6ij 

To  be  applied  by  keeping  flraslin  cloths  wet  with  the  lotioa 
oonstaatly. 

From  thi»  day,  no  necessity  for  change  of  treatmisnt  took 
fdace,  until  the  9th  of  Jooe^  when  splints  with  binge  ioints 
were  put'on^  clasping  tfaehamerus  the  whale  of  its  length  and 
a  moveable  splint  for  the  Sore*  arm  to  rest  upon,  adapted  to  the 
elbow  bend  by  a  crooked  hinge*  This  apparatus  was  ingeni- 
ensly  oontrived  by  Dr.  HoUihen,  who  saw  the  patient  t#ice 
«p  to  this  time.  In  the  mean  time  the  musdes  contracted 
bringiiiflMap  thefractnredettremidesof  the  humerus  into  apposi- 
tion* The  splint  permitted  regular  dressing  by  the  tamily 
withoQt  materially  disturbing  the  fracture,  ahd  without  re* 
moving  it  until  the  3d  July,  when  the  splint  was  removed, 
and  one  on  the  same  principle  substituted  rather  larger  with 
k  better  hinge  joint,  permitting;  the  patient  to  rise  and  cany 
his  arm  in  a  sling.  From  tins  time  the  patient  bad  the  pn- 
vilege  to  so  about  and  take  exercise  walking  and  driving.  Od 
the  27th  August,  this  same  arm  was  asain  mctured  above  the 
•sseous  union,  in  an  attempt  to  cKmb  a  fence,  and  it  again 
united  with  but  little  or  no  ii^mmatory  disturbance.  He  is 
ttow  at  date  of  this  report  at  school,  and  but  a  few  days  back 
I  saw  a  well  written  letter,  penned  by  this  same  non  ampuia- 
ted  arm  with  the  gratifying  inelligence  that  all  symptoms  of 
eboma  to  which  the  patient  before  the  accident  was  subject, 
like  the  witches  in  Mhcbeth  ^'  evanished  into  open  air." 
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^rDrwbingsi  of  lomtiw. 

Proceedings  of  the   Cineinnaii   Medical    Society^  ai  its 
January  Meeting.  Reported  by  J.  P.  Walxbr,  M*  D. 

Society  met  at  the  residence  of  Dr.  Richnrds. 

President  in  the  chair.    Attendance  veiy  large. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read,  corrected,  and 
approved. 

The  essay  being  in  order,  Professor  Locke  read  a  paper  on 
<<  The  Clinical  Examination  of  Urine  in  the  Diagnosis  of  ' 

Disease,"  which  he  prefaced  by  acknowledging  the  honora- 
ble position  conferred  on  him  oj  the  Society— passed  a  hieh 
and  deserved  compliment  on  his  predecessor,  Dr.  Richards, 
and  said  he  felt  great  pleasure  in  attending  the  meetings,  to 
see  each  member  desinng  to  gain  and  give  information,  none 
appearing  backward  in  confessing  sins,  and  asking  advice.  It 
seemed  to  be  a  society  for  mutnal  improvement  in  the  know- 
ledge and  practice  of  the  profession  of  Medicine,  adding  thai 
if  we  should  adhere  to  this  principle,  we  could  not  err.  It 
will  be  unnecessary  to  give  a  synopsis  of  the  essay  in  this  re- 
port, as  we  hope  to  have  a  printed  copy  of  thu  instructive 
paper,  to  place  on  the  file  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Wright  hoped  the  introduction  or  this  subject,  so  long 
neglected,  would  lead  to  its  more  general  consideration  by 
the  Profession,  presenting  as  it  does,  such  decided  advantage 
in  diagnosis.  Me  had  more  particulariy  directed  Au  attention 
to  its  condition  in  relation  to  pregnancy,  ior  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  what  reliance  might  te  placed  on  the  presence  of 
kiestein  as  diagnostic  of  conception.  In  reference  to  this  he 
had  made  some  thirty  or  forty  examinations,  in  all  of  which 
it  was  found  to  exist.  If  any  member  of  the  Society  had 
investigated  this  condition,  the  result  would  be  interesting  td 
him  to  learn. 

Dr.  Carroll  considered  this  subject  presented  so  cleariy  by 
the  Professor,  as  one  of  great  importance,  and  one  of  thoao 
that  a  proper  accjuaintanoe  with,  would  prevent  the  many  e^ 
rors  committed  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  If  it  would  not 
be  considered  inappropriate,  he  would  furnish  one  example  of 
carelessness  and  ignorance  in  diagnosis,  which  a  few  days 
since  came  under  bis  observation.  A  married  lady  disco- 
vered a  rather  ominous  tumor  in  the  Hypogastric  region,  its 
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steady  iocreaae  causing  alarm,  she  determined  on  bavins 
medical  advice ;  this  was  accordingly  sought  for  from  one  of 
that  class,  justly  designated  quacks.  It  was  immediately  pro- 
nounced  by  him  ovarian.  Its  continued  increase  despite  the 
skill  of  this  Homo-medieinOj  rendered  further  advice  requisite, 
and  of  course  obtained  from  one  of  the  same  class,  whose 
treatment  and  opinion  of  the  case  was  similar,  as  also  were 
the  results.  A  third  was  applied  to,  whose  sage  opinion  was 
that  it  depended  on  a  closure  of  the  os  uteri,  preventing  the 
escape  of  the  menses,  reauiring  for  its  relief  merely  an  open- 
ing of  its  natural  channel.  Tapping  was,  therefore,  resorted 
to,  when  much  to  the  ^tification  of  both  patient  and  doctor, 
about  two  quarts  of  flmd  followed  the  intrcKiuction  of  the  in- 
strument. A  few  days  after,  she  was  seized  with  violenf 
pains,  when  (her  last  attendant  being  absent)  Dr.  C.  was 
called  upon  and  nronounced  her  in  labor.  This  was  confi* 
dently  contradictea  by  both  husband  and  wife  and  his  depar- 
ture  consequent.  No  mifti^tton  of  suffering,  however,  taking 
place,  his  presence  was  again  thought  advisable,  when  he  was 
able  to  present  substantial  evidence,  in  the  shape  of  a  six 
months'  fcetus.  The  woman  is  now  raf^dly  convalescing,  de- 
spite the  maltreatment  of  such  a  trio. 

Dr.  Richards,  in  reference  to  urinaiy  disease,  would  pre- 
sent to  the  Society,  the  case  of  a  physician  of  bis  acquain* 
tance,  who  about  five  years  since  became  depressed  in  spirits, 
every  object  presenting  a  gloomy  aspect,  andt  his  reflections  of 
a  melancholy,  foreboding  dyspepsia,  distressed  him  with  all  its 
concomitant  feelings  of  malain.  This  condition  existed  for 
two  or  three  weeks  previous  to  his  noticing  the  appearance  of 
his  urine,  (which  he  was  led  to,  finally^  by  an  attack  of  acute 
pain  in  the  left  ureter.)  It  was  then  high  colored,  became 
turbid  on  standing,  depositing  a  laige  quantity  of  lithic  acid* 
The  pain  continued  for  two  or  three  days,  opiates  and  warm 
baths,  affording  only  partial  relief.  This  at  length,  together 
with  the  dyspeptic  symptoms  disappeared,  and  at  the  end  of 
four  weeks,  all  was  terminated  by  the  passage  per  urethra,  of 
two  small  mulberry  culculi.  Since  that  time  tnere  has  l^en 
no  recurrence  of  the  disease. 

Dr.  Walker  reported  a  case,  which  he  was  made  cogniaant 
of  by  a  daughter  of  the  sufferer,  who  had  been  treated  rather 
extensively  for  pleuritis,  without,  however,  affording  relief* 
On  the  administration  of  a  brisk  purgative,  thirty-six  gall 
stones  were  found  in  the  fosces,  which  first  led  to  the  discovery 
of  the  true  nature  of  the  disease.    He  related  this»  not  only  as 
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an  instance  of  error  in  diagnosis,  but  for  the  purpose  of  obi' 
taining  information  as  to  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  or  tba 
mode  of  preventing  its  recurrence. 

Dr.  Grant  reported  a  case  of  Menorrhagia^  which  had  ib* 
sisted  all  the  means  generally  resorted  to,  for  its  relief,  bnl 
readily  3delded  to  eigot,  given  in  6  er.  doses,  three  times  a 
day.  For  this  he  was  indebted  to  Dn  M.  B.  Wright,  at 
whose  sumestion  he  used  it. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Tate  related  the  following  caae : 

On  Saturday  afternoon,  he  was  called  to  aee  a  lady  aged 
36,  of  good  general  health,  and  the  mother  of  several  chil- 
dren.  She  supposed  herself  ptagnant  in  her  seventii  month. 
Had  not  felt  well  for  the  last  six  weeks,  since  she  carried 
home  a  heavy  market  basket.  About  forty-eight  hours  previous 
to  her  visit,  she  had  experienced  two  or  three  strong  painsi 
which  she  said  resembled  afterpains.  She  was  at  this  time 
somewhat  pale,  but  her  pulse  about  natural ;  had  no  return  of 
pains  since  the  first  attack.  He  was  riiown  some  bloody 
cloths,  and  a  bloody  liquid  in  the  chamber,  and  supfiosed  it  to 
be  a  common  case  oi  premature  labor,  commencing.  Os 
examing  the  uterine  region,  could  not  discover  the  festal  pulsa- 
tion, though  the  uterine  juurmur  was  faintly  perceptible.  He 
concluded  the  child  was  dead.  He  next  made  an  examina- 
tion per  vaffinam  and  was  surprised  to  find  the  os  uteri  dosed, 
and  not  a  clot,  or  stain  of  blood  in  the  vaginal  canal.  Di- 
rected the  patient  to  be  put  on  the  use  of  lead  and  opium  and 
the  discharges  to  be  kepti 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  general  condilion  of  the  patient, 
was  much  as  before,  and  he  was  shown  a  common  siaed 
chamber  vessel  about  two4hirds  foil  of  a  liquid,  composed  of 
blood,  about  one  part  mixed  with,  perhaps,  two  parts  of 
some  aqueous  fluid.  He  again  made  an  examination  per 
vaginam,  and  found  the  parts  as  before.  In  order  to  satisfy 
himself  as  to  the  source  of  this  fluid,  he  introduced  a  catheter 
into  the  urethra,  and  drew  off  about  half  a  pint  of  fluid,  pro* 
cisely  similar  to  that  which  had  been  previously  discharged. 
A  portion  of  this  fluid  was  shown- to  several  medical  fiiends, 
who  with  one  exception,  thought  it  had  not  a  urinous  oHor. 

The  woman  supposed  that  she  had  latterly  very  linuch  de- 
minished  in  the  size  of  her  abdomen.  She  was  now  pot  upon 
the  use  of  acids,  and  told  to  drink  freely  of  lemonade. 

This  discharge  of  bloody  water  from  the  urethra  continued 
without  seriously  aftcting  the  womans  poke,  until  4  o'clock 
on  Wednesday  morning,  when  she  was  suddenly  seized  with 
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strong  labor' pftioiBy  and  a  dead  fbtos  was  eipdled^  supposed  to 
be  near  seven  months. 

From  this  time  the  urine  became  more  and  more  frefedftom 
adbnixture  with  blood,  until  by  Fridaiy  it  had  assumed  its  na- 
tural character. 

Quere. — Was  this  fluid  a  mixture  of  blood  and  urine,  or  of 
Uood  and  liquor  amnii;  with  a  small  portion  of  urine  ?  The 
ftict  of  the  subsidence  of  the  abdominskl  tumor,  and  the  sudden 
alteration  of  the  dischare  after  parturition,  seem  to  favor  the 
latter  opinion ;  but  the  difficulty  of  imagining  hoW  a  fistulous 
connection  could  be  established,  between  the  uterus  and  blad^ 
der,  without  more  appreciable  and  violent  symptoms,  seemto 
Incline  us  to  the  former. 

He  was  not  present  at  the  delivery,  but  an  experienced  midk 
wife  who  was  in  attendance,  supposed  that  the  usual  amount 
of  liquor  amnii  had  been  discharged.  The  woman  bad  'm 
^good  getting  up/' 

In  reference  to  the  use  of  ergot,  he  had  lately  tried  it  in 
tedious  labor,  when  it  seemed  to  produce  torturing  pains, 
without  increasing  the  ezpulrive  force,  eventually  recjuiring 
the  aid  of  the  forceps  to  complete  the  delivery.  This  case 
was  attended  with  general  osdema,  and  albuminous  urine* 
which  was  generally  regarded  as  decidedly  prognostic  or 
puerperal  convulsion8,-^none,  however,  occurred. 

The  indications  furnished'  by  the  pulsation  of  the  foetal 
heart,  were  represented  as  favomUe  in  determining  the  viabiU 
lity  of  the  child  when  above  rather  than  below  the  natural 
standard ;  the  case  presented  an  exception  to  this  also. 

Dr.  Wright  saidy  that  no  dependence  csonU  be  placed  up6a 
the  condition  of  the  ibstal  circolatton,  as  af  source  of  correet 

E3gnosis,  vaiyinff  as  it  does  with  the  amount  of  contraction 
nn^  pain,  and  mffering  also  during  the  ptesenoe  and  absence 
of  pain.  As  regards  the  use  of  ergot,  ne  bos  never  known 
it  produce  contraction  of  the  uterus,  and  further,  that  its  cura^ 
tiye  efleets  are  most  manifest  in  those  eases  in  which  it  is  not 
intended  thus  to  act;  this  is  fully  illustrated  in  its  arresting 
threatened  abortion,  not  by  producing  contraction,  but  by  ar> 
resting  hemorrhage,  which  would  have  produced  it.  Dr. 
Grant  supposed  that  the  continuance  of  the  menstrual  dis- 
charge in  the  case  related  by  him,  depended  on  a  relaxed  con- 
dition of  uterus,  and  that  the  curative  effects  of  the  ergot  de- 
pended on  its  restoring  its  tonicity. 

Dr.  W.  Judkinsj  reported  two  cases  of  scarlatina  without 
efflorescence;  all  the  otner  symptoms  were  well  marked 
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Dr.  Walker  enquired,  if  those  children  had  had  roseola 
previously. 

Dr.  Judkim  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Dr.  Walker  remarked,  that  the  enquiry  was  made  for  the 
purpose  of  eliciting  facts,  in  answer  to  a  question  some  time 
since  asked  by  him ;  as  to  whether  the  fmov  eruption  of  ro- 
seola will  effect  the  appearance  of  theefflorescence  in  scarlatina. 

i9r.  Conner  related  a  case  of  a  bo^,  who  had  an  attack  of 
pleuretis  some  time  since,  which,  owing  prolMibly  to  inefficient 
treatment,  had  resulted  in  empyemia.  When  first  seen  by 
him,  he  was  pale,  feeble,  and  had  some  difficulty  in  breath- 
ing; the  side  was  considerably  enlarged,  and  appeared  to 
pomt  towards  one  of  the  intercostal  i^ces.  I>eeming  it 
necessary  that  the  fluid  should  be  removed.  Dr.  Mussey  was 
called  upon,  who  with  a  trochar  and  canula,  drew  off  about 
84  oz.  of  pus,  since  that  time  a  discharge  of  about  2  oz.  of 
pus  per  day  has  continued.  He  was  anxious  to  learn  what 
would  be  considered  the  most  approved  mode  of  treatment. 
He  would  add,  that  the  boy  is  ot  a  strumous  diathesis. 

Dr.  Buckner,  for  Dr.  Conner'sencouragement,  would  givethe 
result  of  his  treatment  of  a  case,  somewhat  similar  in  which 
the  discharge  continued  for  nine  months  after  the  operation. 
This  man  had  carried  the  matter  in  his  chest  for  three  years, 
applying  for  relief  during  that  time  to  all  the  physicians  and 
quacks  he  could  find.  Dr.  B.  had  frequently  urged  him  to 
nave  the  fluid  removed,  to  which  he  would  not  consent,  until 
full  evidence  of  the  simplicity  of  the  operation  and  relief  af- 
forded  thereby  was  witnessed  by  him  on  a  boy  similarly 
affected.  The  amount  of  pus  drawn  off  measured  one  gallon 
and  one  ounce.  As  soon  as  the  discharge  became  sero-pura- 
lent,  he  used  injections  of  LugoU's  solution  of  Iodine,  once  in 
two  or  thru  days  at  first,  and  as  the  discharse  decreased  once 
in  nine  or  ten  days ;  by  this  means  the  health  of  the  man  be- 
came fuUy.restored. 

Dr.  Jndkins  oonnderiuff  that  the  boy  was  of  a  strumous 
habit,  would  expect  an  unfavorable  issue. 
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Introduciory  Lectures. 
[The  season  for  the  annual  elimination  of  ^^  Introductory 
Lectures"  having  come  and  gone,  we  feel  that  it  is  almost 
too  late  to  chronicle  their  advent.  As  a  general  rule,  ad- 
dresses of  this  class  possess  but  little  interest  to  the  remote 
reader ;  there  is  usually  a  sameness  of  subjects  and  modes  of 
discussion,  which  veiy  largely  characterize  the  whole  as  a 
elfiss.  Moreover,  they  are  generally  delivered  to  miscellane- 
ous audiences,  which  is  veiy  apt  to  divest  them  of  any  parti- 
cular scientific  merit ;  still,  an  editor  feels  under  obligation  to 
note  their  principal  merits  or  defects ;  but  as  their  number  is 
Ugionf  an  extended  account  of  each  one,  would  be  out  of  the 
question ;  so  that  the  only  course  left  is  to  make  brief  men- 
tion of  those  which  fall  in  our  way,  leaving  the  reader  at 
liberty  to  order  such  as  he  may  desire  to  know  more  about. 
It  is  proper  to  state,  furthermore,  that  the  editors  have  not 
found  it  convenient  to  read  all  of  these  lectures  with  that  care 
required  to  make  an  impartial  notice ;  hence,  they  have  lieen 
committed  to  the  hands  of  a  contributor  who  furnished  the 
followii^  account  of  their  contents. — Eds.  Lanobt.] 

Inaugural  Address  of  Wobthihgton  Hookbb,  Jlf.  D.,  Pro* 
fesser  of  the  Theory  and  P  raetice  of  Medicine  in  Yale 
College. 

The  subject  which  Prof.  Hooker  has  selected  is  <'  The 
present  mental  attitude  and  tendencies  of  the  medical  fto- 
feeAon?^  The  author  affirms  that  the  position  of  the  profes- 
sion is  higher  than  it  has  ever  been — one  reason  for  this  is,  the 
freedom  m>m  theories  of  all  kinds  in  medicine  and  disease, 
but  due  mainly  to  a  system  of  observation,  and  the  collecting 
and  arranging  of  facts.  The  authors  of  wonderful  discove- 
ries have  not  done  more  for  science  than  the  patient  observer 
-^hat  Harvey  did  as  much  by  his  exaipple  of  industry  and 
research,  as  he  did  by  his  great  discovery.  He  strongly  urges 
the  importance  of  correct  teaching,  and  correct  modes  of  ob*- 
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servation,  showing  that  the  physician  is  much  what  his  teacher 
made  him.  He  calls  upon  the  profession  to  assist  the  pro- 
fessors to  elevate  the  standard  of  medical  acquirements,  this 
can  only  be  done — by  being  able  to  rejoice  in  the  <*  day  of 
small  tbines."  He  eschews  all  theories.  Hear  him — it  was 
the  clay  mingled  with  the  iron  in  the  feet  of  Nebuchadnezzar'g 
image  that  insured  itis  speedy  downfall  in  spite  of  the  iron. 
So  the  untemperred  mortar  of  hypothesis,  with  which  theories 
are  cemented  together,  insures  tneir  downfall  in  spite  of  the 
solid  truth  with  which  it  is  combined. 

An  IrUroduetory  Lecture  before  ike  Close  in  Stariin^  MeH* 
col  Colleger  fiy  Robkbt  H.  Paddock,  M.  D.>  Frof*  of 

Anatomy  and  rhysiology. 

Prof.  Paddock's  address  is  to  the  student,  and  for  his  bene^ 
fit,  it  abounds  in  wholesome  advice  and  wise  admonitions. 
He  warns  them  ^^  to  remain  in  Jericho  till  their  beard  has 
grown  out,*'— 'not  to  begin  practice  until  they  are  thoroughly 
educated,  and  M\y  prepared.  The  lecture  is  alike  creditabU 
to  the  aiithoTy  ukT  to  toe  inttlligence  of  the  class  who  pub- 
Usbed  it. 

Lecture^  Introductory  to  the  Second  Course  in  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  of  Ifashtnlle.  By  W.  K. 
BoLiKo  M.  D.|  Prof,  of  the  Iiiatitate%  and  Practice  of 
Medicine. 

Prof  BoKng  indulges  in  a  history  of  Nashville  school,  and 
itfges  that  her  pnospenty  and  success  is  unequaled,  €bnfide&- 
tially  looks  forward  to  the  time  (not  distant)  when  she  shall 
not  only  eclipse  her  rival  at  Louisville,  but  be  second  in 
America-'^^ye  first.  Says  the  hopeful  and  enthusiastic  doc- 
tor, ^Uhere  are  but  two  great  medical  centres  intheonion, 
and  the  struggle  for  supremacy  will  be  between  them,  Phila- 
dalphia  of  the  North,  and  Nashville  of  the  South."  He  ar- 
gues that  ihe  former  must  retrograde  until  she  finds  her  level 
amom  iu>rthern  schools,  whilst  the  latter  must  culminate 
until  sue*  is  the  equal — the  superior  of  all.  He  intimates  too 
that  it  will  not  be  safe  for  ^  Southern  constitutions"  to  pass 
Kashville^^that  is,  ^q  farther  north.  ^*  The  prejudice  every 
day  strengthening  with  the  mass  of  our  southern  people  against 
medical  Se^nner^  who  have  received  their  medical  instruction 
in  northern  achqols^^  is  a  matter,  it  would  be  well  enough  for 
young  Doen.  to  consider,  who  expect  to  locate  in  the  SoiUh. 


The  author  funiMieB  the  key  to  the  meeeee  of  Pbiladolphia 
schools,  their  head  and  froot  men  were  always  from  the 
south.  Never  until  the  university  iiitm>duced  ^<  a  southern  ele- 
ment of  success,"  did  she  come  up  to  what  Nashville  is  now, 
ever  in  her  infancy^-rwith  <<  six  out  of  the  seven  who  never 
faced  a  class?"  A  hint  is  ciropped,  too,  that  the  social  advan^ 
tage  is  greatly  superior  in  Nashville,  and  intimates  that  the 
timer  man  is  better  cared  for  than  in  most  places.  He  was  no 
doubt  thinkioff  of  the  *^  Husks"  upon  which  medical  students 
are  generally  fed,  and  the  necessity  that  often  exists  for  social 
success,  that  the  fact  of  being  one  had  better  not  be  known. 
The  lecture  is  a  good  one,  written  in  Prof.  B's  usual  fine 
style,  and  if  it  sometimes  seems  somewhat  boastful,  we  can 
easily  forgive  it,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  compliment,  such 
facts  as  are  truthfully  stated  in  regard  to  the  prosperity  of  this 
new  school,  must  be  to  the  jgentlemen  composing  the  faculty. 

JESstorif  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
JjOuisvlIUy  an  Introductory  Lecture.  By  Lvksford  P. 
Tandell,  M.  D. — Prof,  of  Physiology  and  Pathological 
Anatomy. 

This  is  a  detailed  and  extended  account  of  the  rise,  and  so 
far  decline  of  the  university  of  Louisville,  interesting  more 
particularly  to  the  faculty  and  citizens  of  Louisville,  than 
profitable  to  bis  class  or  interesting  to  the  professional  reader. 

Certainty  in  Medicine^  leinjj  <in  Introductory  Lecture  is* 
fore  the  Philadelphia  Medical  College.  By  Ja^es  BrtaHi 
M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery. 

Prof.  Bryan  classes  the  unbelievers  in  Phpic  into  <<a 
larffe  body  of  intelligent  persons,  (among[  them  have  been 
Voltaire,  Rosseau,  &c.,)  who  believe  in  its  unceitainty  and 
uselessness  in  the  relief  of  human  suffering."  The  natural 
ik^fiiCf  the  ienns  fatuus  followers,  the  youiM  and  robust*— 
Hme  deride  ^ysic  and  would  cast  it  to  the  dogs,  and  lastly, 
those  who  are  afflicted  with  some  incurable,  disease,  these  lat- 
ter having  tried  scientific  treatment  without  suooesB,  are  then 
made  the  dupes  of  nostrum  mongers.  The  lecturer  shows 
tiie  Mlacy  of  the  objedicms  oMist  commonly  uiged  against 
Mr  profession,  and  demonstrates  forcibly  the  ceitaio^  of 
scientific  medicine.  The  common  mode  of  reasoning  pa§t 
Aee,  trgd  propter  hoc^  recoveiy  following  a  oertsin  medi- 
eine,  is  prodwrlive  of  much  mischief.  This  is  the  great  ai> 
gofflient  of  the  quacks  espetially  the  Homoeopathist. 
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Introductory  Lecture  on  the  course  of  Materia  Medica  and 
(xtneral  Theraputicn^  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  of 
Philadelphia.    By  Robert  M.  rlusToir,  M.  D. 

This  disoourae  defends  the  profession  and  colleges  from  the 
onslaught  made  upon  them,  bj  those  who  *^  rise  up  and  de- 
nounce  the  profession  as  degraded — the  colleges  as  corrupt.'* 
Many  of  these  croakers  were  educated  in  the  days  when  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  taught  ^'  Anatomy,  Siiigery  and 
Midwifery''  from  one  chair,  the  latter  branch  receiving  but  <^ix 
lectures."  In  the  times  when  (1817)  the  College  of  Physi* 
cians  and  Snif;eons  of  N.  Y.,  '*  appointments  were  made  to 
suit  the  men,  rather  than  the  men  to  suit  the  purposes  of  a  well 
devised  system  of  medical  instruction."  '*  Disapointed  van* 
ity"  is  truly  uiged  as  a  frequent  source  for  denunciators* 
<<  In  their  mouths  reform  means  just  what  it  does  in  politics^ 
rotation  in  office.  Very  justly  does  Prof.  H.  remark  that 
when  our  profession  is  denounced  as  **  corrupt  and  degraded^^ 
that  it  would  be  strange  if  among  our  fellow  men  we  should 
not  find  some  believers.  Here  is  the  source  and  origin  of 
quackery.  Eclectics,  Homceopathists,  and  such  like,  need 
wish  no  better  material — no  more  potent  weapon  to  attack 
scientific  medicine,  than  the  evidence  of  those  whom,  a  priori^ 
we  should  expect  qualified  to  speak  and  entitled  to  oe  be* 
lieved.  "  In  no  portion  of  the  world  are  the  physicians  more 
skillful  in  the  practice  of  their  art  than  the  menibers  of  the  rem- 
lar  profession  in  the  United  States.  Much  good  sense  is  cus- 
pla]red  in  the  remark-— <<  If  we  would  elevate  the  medical  pro- 
fession we  must  cease  to  slander  it,  by  proclaiming  it  as  cor* 
rnpt  and  degraded,  and  desist  from  calumniating  its  fountains 
oileaming."  We  have  but  seldom  read  a  more  truthful  and 
high-toned  essay. 

Introductory  Lecture  to  the  College  of  Medicine  and  8ur* 
gerjff  in  the  University  of  Michijfan.  By  J.  Aoami 
Allen,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  TheompeutioB,  Materia  Medica, 
and  Physiology. 

The  main  effort  of  Dr.  Allen  is  to  justify  the  free  course 
system  of  the  Miohinn  University,  and  to  show  the  superior 
facilities  offered  by  this  new  candidate  for  students,  for  prose* 
ctttin^  the  study  of  ail  the  departments  of  the  proliMsioii. 
Considerable  **  fuss  and  fealheir^  is  mised  eboiit  the  deplor- 
able condition  of  the  professioti,  aod  the  mpDntr  in  woich 
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medicine  is  taught  bj  the  older  schools.    The  address  is  by 
BO  means  remarkable,  and  if  a  <<  free  system"  has  any  vir- 
tues, it  is  not  shown  in  this  lecture. 
I 

Introductory  Lecture  by  J.  C.  Hughs,  M.  D.y  Prof,  in  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the  Iowa  University. 

**  All  systems  must  have  a  basis  principle  an  element  un- 
changing and  ever  existing.''  This  seems  to  be  the  proposi- 
tion discussed  in  the  address.  The  author  compares  the  past 
ages  with  each  other,  and  with  this,  and  shows  the  cause  of 
ifaost  of  their  errors — it  was  in  not  having  the  **  basis  prin- 
ciple^* correct.  From  this  lecture  the  reMer  will  derive  not 
only  pleasure,  but  real  value.  D. 


■**i*i 


Letters  on  Syphilis.  Addressed  to  the  chief  editor  of  the 
Union  Medxcdle.  By  Ph.  Ricord,  Chirui^ien  de  I'Hospi- 
tal  du  Midi,  etc.  With  an  introduction,  by  Am4d6e  Latour, 
E^dacteur  en  chef  de  I'union  M^cale.  Translated  by 
W.  P.  Lattimore,  M.  D.  Philadelphia:  A.  Hart,  late 
Carey  &  Hart,  1862.    pp.  270. 

The  letters  of  Ricord  on  Syphilis  develop  very  fully  the 
doctrines  of  this  celebrated  physician.  They  are  not,  as  the 
title  might  seem  to  indicate,  hastily  written  epistolary -mis- 
sives, but  are,  without  doubt,  the  result  of  careful  arrange- 
ment and  complete  examination  of  the  whole  subject. 
Ricord  has  been  much  opposed  by  some  of  his  confreres^  and 
it  seems  probable  that  these  letters  were  dengned  to  establish 
his  own  particular  view*.  But  whatever  may  have  been  the 
motive  for  writing  these  letters,  they  oerCainly  convey  a  very 
full  and  complete  view  of  the  author's  doctrines.  They  are 
written,  moreover,  in  a  spirited  and  attractive  style,  detailing 
many  interesting  and  impressive  anecdotes,  which  forcibly 
illustrate  the  topic  under  discussion. 

It  is,  without  doubt,  the  most  interesting  and  readable  work 
now  before  the  profession,  on  the  subject  of  syphilis,  and 
those  who  desire  to  become  familiar  with  the  peculiar  views 
of  this  great  master  of  syphilography,  will  consult  these  let- 
ters with  unbounded  satisfaction* 

For  sale  by  H.  W.  Derby  &  Co. 
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Mlas  of  Paihohaieal  Histolomi.  Br  Dr.  Ootlisb  Gl9«s« 
Proiessor  of  PhyBiology  andf  Pathological  Aanatomy  in  th« 
University  of  Brussels.  Translated  from  ttie  Gernnan  bj 
Joseph  Leidy  M.  D. — Pathologist  to  St.  Joseph's  Hospital 
etc.  With  120  figures,  plain  and  colored,  on  12  copper- 
plate  engravings.  Philadelphia:  Blanchanl  &  Lea,  1853. 
Quarto,  pp.  94. 

This  is  a  very  interesting  and  valuable  book,  and  (he  pro* 
fession  are  under  obligations  to  Dr.  Leidy  for  furnishing  a 
translation.  Dr.  Gluge  is  high  authority  in  everything  par* 
taining  to  histology,  and  we  hope  the  American  profession 
will  appreciate  the  work.  The  plates  are  admirably  executed, 
which  is  the  highest  praise  that  could  be  bestowed  on  the 
work. 

For  sale  by  H.  W.  Derby  &  Co. 


ineiphs  of  Organic  and  P/ufsiohaical  Chemistry.  Bt 
Dr.  Carl  LOwig,  Doctor  of  Medicine  and  Philosophy ; 
Ordinary  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  University  of 
Ziirick.  Author  of  "  Chemie  der  Organischen  Verbin- 
dunffen."  Translated  by  Daniel  Breed,  M.  D.,  of  the  U* 
S.  Patent  Office ;  late  of  the  Laboratories  of  Liebig  and 
Lowig.  A.  Hart,  late  Carey  &  Hart,  Philadelphia.  1853. 

This  work  is  intended  for  those  who  wish  to  gain  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  Organic 
Chemistry.  It  treats  of  all  the  facts  that  have  been  dis* 
covered,  in  this  important  and  interesting  department  of 
•eience,  down  to  the  present  time.  It  should  form  a  part  of 
tvery  Medical  Library.    For  sale  by  Derby  &  Co* 
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FRANCE. 

Researches  on  Phlebitis  of  the  Portal  Vein.  By  Dr.  E. 
Lkudet,  Laureate  Interne  ot  the  Hospitals,  Laureate  of  the 
Academy  of  Medicine.  {Archives  GeneraUsj  Feb.  1853.) 
Translated  by  L.  M.  Lawson,  M.  D. 

The  author  of  this  valuable  paper  proposes  to  give  the  re- 
sults of  his  own  observations  on  phleoitis  of  the  portal  vein, 
and  then  by  anal3rzing  the  known  facts  of  the  science,  to  give 
the  history  of  the  disease. 

Observation. — Phlebitis  of  the  portal  vein;  deaths  autopsy. 

S —  V ,  bleacher,  aged  18  years,  small  size,  dark  eyes  and 

hair,  muscles  well  developed,  embonpoint  medium,  was  ad- 
mitted, October  16th,  1852,  at  the  Hospital  la  Charity,  ser- 
vice  of  M.  Rayer. 

Habitually  of  good  health,  and  vaccinated,  she  had  never 
had  variola,  and  could  not  remember  having  had  eruptive  fe- 
vers. She  menstruated  at  the  age  of  12  ana  a  half  years,  and 
on  the  7th  Feb.  1862,  was  delivered  of  a  child  at  the  hospital 
des  Cliniques.  She  left  the  hospital  in  about  ten  days  per- 
fectly well. 

In  the  beginning  of  March,  1862,  a  disease  commenced 
which  was  denominated  typhoid  fever,  and  which  was  char- 
acterized in  the  beginning  by  great  feebleness  of  the  vital 
forces,  headache,  vertigo,  and  diarrhoea.  These  symptoms 
gradually  increased,  and  forced  the  patient  to  enter  the  hospi- 
tal la  Charity,  in  the  service  of  M.  Briquet.  That  physician, 
of  whom  we  asked  information  of  the  disease  of  o.,  was  not 
able  to  give  the  nature  of  the  affection  which  he  was  called  to 
attend  at  that  epoch.  According  to  the  patient,  the  disease 
was  severe,  the  diarrhoea  was  very  intense  and  involuntary. 
She  could  not  say  to  what  treatment  she  had  been  subjected ; 
she  is  sure  there  was  absence  of  active  pain  of  the  bowels  and 
of  vomiting ;  she  had  not  icterus.  No  affection  of  the  chest, 
or  hemorrhage  occurred  during  the  attack.  She  entered  la 
Charity  in  the  month  of  March,  went  out  convalescent  the 
last  of  May,  and  immediately  commenced  her  work. 

During  the  month  of  June,  and  up  to  the  commencenMnt 
of  October,  S.  had  enjoyed  good  health;  she  had  no  diarrhcea 
or  abdominal  pains,  and  worked  constantly  at  the  business  of 
bleaching. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  October,  without  any  known 
cause,  she  was  seized  with  chills  which  continued  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  day,  chattering  of  the  teeth,  accompanied 
by  a  sensation  of  intense  cold,  not  followed  by  active  heat  or 
sweating.  The  stren^h  rapidly  diminished,  and  the  patient 
was  obliged  to  keep  her  bed.  During  the  same  day,  there 
was  manifested  in  the  ri^ht  side  of  the  abdomen,  and  at  the 
base  of  the  thorax,  a  dull  pain  which  was  not  limited  to  any 
point,  but  extended  through  all  the  side.  The  pain  had  little 
activity,  and  troubled  the  patient  only  during  full  inspirations. 

October  3d,  the  disease  remained  the  same.  The  chills 
were  not  repeated,  but  the  heat  persisted ;  there  had  been 
three  diarrhceal  stools  in  the  morning,  without  colic  or  vomit- 
ing ;  the  appetite  was  completely  suppressed ;  mouth  clam* 
my,  with  great  thirst.  These  symptoms  augmenting,  the  pa- 
tient was  received  at  the  hospital  la  Charity. 

We  were  in  the  wards  at  the  moment  the  patient  was  ad- 
mitted. The  eyes  were  somewhat  sunken,  the  countenance 
exhibited  marked  suffering ;  skin  hot  and  di^,  not  at  all  yel- 
low, nor  the  sclerotics ;  the  intelligence,  which  is  well  deve- 
loped, still  good,  and  the  memory  perfect.  Has  general  dull 
headache,  feebleness  of  the  limbs,  sensation  of  extreme  lassi- 
tude, but  no  giddiness  or  stupor ;  no  ringing  in  the  ears,  no 
actual  cough,  and  no  expectoration.  Auscultation  and  per- 
cussion revealed  no  morbid  phenomena  in  the  whole  extent  of 
the  lungs ;  respiration  is  soft  and  easy,  without  rales.  Tongue 
red,  moderately  moist ;  mouth  clammy ;  no  nausea  nor  vomi- 
ting. During  the  day,  the  patient  had  had  two  liquid  stools, 
the  color  of  which  she  did  not  know,  and  which  she  could 
not  affirm  had  been  mixed  with  blood.  The  abdomen  a  little 
tender  on  pressure,  little  pain  on  palpation,  except  in  the 
umbilical  and  epigastric  region,  where  palpation  produces  a 
decided  pain ;  the  pain  is  (mil,  spontaneously^  aggravated  by 
pressure  and  motion,  but  did  not  appear  to  follow  a  direct 
line.  The  liver  was  not  depressed  oelow  the  false  ribs,  and 
did  rise  above  its  natural  dimensions.  Pulse  112,  full  and 
strong ;  sounds  of  the  heart  normal ;  no  souffle  in  the  carotids. 

7th,  same  state.  Pain  persistent  in  the  bowels,  pulse  120, 
strong  and  hard,  regular ;  no  eruption  on  the  abdomen.  Urine 
voided  without  pain,  but  little  color,  gives  no  precipitate  by 
heat  or  nitric  acid;  acid,  not  reduced  by  the  ^^liquor  aefer'^  of 
Bareswill,  and  not  turned  brown  by  the  addition  of  potash. 
(Sweetened  gum,  bleed  from  the  arm  a  pint, — dieted.) 

In  the  evening  the  blood  showed  a  small  clot,  swimming  id 
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a  large  auantity  of  seram ;  the  blood  is  covered  with  a  bu% 
coat  of  little  thickness,  easily  torn  on  being  stirred.  Pulse 
120,  decided  heat,  headache,  only  one  loose  stool  during  the 
day 

In  the  evening,  chills  for  the  space  of  an  hour,  requiring  in- 
ternal and  external  heat.  The  chills  were  followed  by  mo- 
derate heat,  without  sweating. 

8th,  dyspnoea,  46  respirations,  no  cough ;  pulse  122,  to 
124,  regular,  sufficiently  full  and  strong ;  sensation  of  prostra- 
tion; skin  hot  and  dry ;  tongue  dry ;  no  vomiting.  Abdomen 
sensitiva  to  the  touch  in  the  umbilical  region,  no  eruption,  nor 
gurgling  in  the  iliac  fossae,  right  or  left ;  tympanitis — no  ob- 
vious enlargement  of  the  spleen ;  the  patient  had  never  had 
intermittent  fever.  Some  pain  over  the  region  of  the  kidneys; 
uterine  system  healthy. — (Bleed  from  the  arm  12  ounces.) 

In  the  evening  the  clot  was  found  to  be  small,  no  buff  on 
the  surface.  During  the  nieht  the  chills  returned,  but  with 
less  violence  than  the  preceaing  day.  During  the  evening 
some  sleep — ^vomited  twice ;  no  stool.  Pulse,  136 ;  heat  of 
the  abdomen. 

9th,  Ordered  a  bottle  of  seidlitz  water ;  two  stools  during 
the  dav ;  no  ease  from  the  abdominal  pain. 

lltb.  Carbonate  of  magnesia  2  erammes;  only  one  stool 
during  the  day ;  stomach  and  bowels  remain  the  same ;  ab- 
dominal cutaneous  veins  more  distinct  than  usual. 

From  the  9th  to  the  11th,  the  patient  seemed  a  little  better: 
pulse  110  to  116,  pain  in  the  bowels  less  severe,  still  limited 
to  the  umbilical  and  right  hypochondriac  region ;  no  chills. 

11,  At  four  o'clock  in  the  evening,  we  found  the  patient 
was  worse ;  face  pale,  eyes  sunken,  trembling  without  chat- 
tering of  the  teeth;  pulse  120,  small.  Patient  complains  of 
a  sensation  of  cold,  but  the  skin  feels  hot  to  the  touch ;  pain 
very  severe  in  the  upper  part  of  the  bowels,  sense  of  constric- 
tion, nausea  and  efforts  to  vomit.  The  region  of  the  liver  is 
not  more  painful  than  the  epigastrium ;  that  organ  does  not 
sink  below  the  false  ribs.  (Emollient  cataplasms  to  the  ab- 
domen.) 

[The  patient  lingered  to  the  26th.  We  omit  the  symptoms, 
from  day  to  day,  which  varied  but  little  from  those  already 
nven,  except  to  gradually  exhaust  the  patient.  It  is  more 
^n  once  repeated,  that  there  was  no  jaundice  of  the  skin  or 
conjimctiva;  the  pain  continued  in  tne  epigastric  and  right 
hypochondriac  regions ;  the  liver  mdually  augmented  in  size, 
could  be  felt  below  the  false  ribs,  and  was  painful  to  the 
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touch.  The  abdomen  became  very  much  distended.  The 
patient  died  on  the  26th,  the  disease  having  commenced  on 
the  2d.— Trans.'] 

Examination  of  the  body  on  the  28/A,  33  hours  after 
death ;  weather  warm  and  moist. — [Head  Sind  chest  presented 
nothing  peculiar,  and  we  pass  to  the  abdomen.] 

Ab£nnen. — No  liquid  in  the  peritoneum.  The  external 
surface  of  the  intestines  presented  a  rich  arborescent  display 
of  the  capillaries,  most  abundant  near  the  convex  border  of 
the  convolutions;  their  external  surface  was  covered  with 
small  white  points,  resembling  globules  of  pus  and  granulated 
fibrine,  as  seen  with  the  microscope ;  there  were  no  traces 
of  tuberculous  corpuscles;  also,  small  pseudo-membranes, 
soft,  yellowish,  ana  easily  detached  from  the  surface,  most 
abinciant  between  the  convolutions.  The  adhesions  were 
slight,  and  easily  broken  up.  The  peritoneum  covering  the 
anterior  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  near  the  iliac  fosss,  pre- 
sented a  rich  plexus  of  capillaries,  sometimes  appearing  as 
small  ecchymoses. 

The  folds  of  the  mesentery  which  support  the  large  intes- 
tines were  infiltrated  with  pus,  which  appeared  in  the  cellular 
tissue,  intermediate  between  the  two  laminae  of  the  serous 
tissue.  In  dissecting  one  of  these  serous  lamina,  we  reached 
a  number  of  purulent  collections,  in  which  was  bathed  the 
ramifications  of  the  veins,  enlarged  and  filled  with  the  same 
yellow  pus,  of  medium  consistence.  In  pursuing  the  venous 
ramifications,  we  found  them  distended  with  pus  as  far  as  the 
trunk  of  the  vena  porta,  where  it  enters  the  liver ;  there  the 
vessel  was  imperfectly  closed  by  a  clot,  surrounded  by  pas, 
and  adhering  feebly  to  the  vessel.  The  clot  was  firm,  yellow- 
ish-white, and  contained  neither  pus  nor  blood  in  its  interior. 

In  the  ramification  of  the  portal  vein  in  the  liver,  we  found 
it  every  where  injected  witn  pus,  but  without  clots.  The 
splenic  vein  contained  neither  clots  nor  pus.  On  examina. 
tion  with  the  microscope,  the  pus  presented  the  ordinary 
characteristics. 

The  veins  of  the  pelvis,  superior  and  inferior  cavse,  and  the 
renal  veins  were  healthy. 

The  liver  was  very  much  enlat^ed ;  and  on  its  surface  was 
observed  a  number  of  purulent  deposits,  surrounded  by  a  dark 
areola.  These  abscesses  contained  yellowish  pus,  and  were 
disseminated  throughout  the  organ.  The  hepatic  veins  were 
healthy;  the  biliary  ducts  contained  a  semi -concrete  yellowish 
biliary  matter ;  tne  gall-bladder  contained  a  browmsh  liquid. 
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its  internal  membrane  was  healthy.  The  spleen  was  firm, 
without  abscess,  and  was  not  augmented  in  volume.  Kidneys 
and  pancreas  healthy.  The  mucous  men^brane  of  the  stomach 
exhioited  a  greyish  color,  and  was  softened  throughout  its 
whole  extent.  The  intestines  contained  fsscal  niatter  and 
yellowish  liquids ;  there  was  no  disease  of  the  follicles  or  of 
reyer's  Glands.     The  uterus  was  healthy. 

[After  this  lucid  and  highlylqteresting  dfetail  of  the  case,  the 
author  proceeds  to  enumerate  the  various  essays  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  cases  which  have  been  reported.  These  we  must 
now  omit,  and  conclude  with  his  general  remarks  on  the 
subject. — Trans,'] 

is  phlebitis  of  the  vena  ports  a  rare  disease?  We 
assureoly  do  not  believe  it  frequent ;  but  we  must  observe  the 
the  little  attention  with  which  tne  vessel  is  usually  examined, 
and  that  in  cases  of  abscess  of  the  liver  we  detach  the  diges- 
tive tube  without  examining  the  portal  vein,  in  which  perhaps 
the  inflammation  existed.  We  affirm,  in  support  of  this  sup- 
position, that  even  the  most  distinguished  anatomo-patholo- 
gists  verify  the  existence  of  abscess  of  the  liver,  and  pus  in  the 
vena  port®  within  that  organ,  without  examining  the  trunk  of 
that  vessel,  so  that  the  exact  seat  of  the  disease  would  escape 
observation,  and  it  would  be  improperly  entitled  abscess  of 
the  liver.  We  adopt  the  opinion  of  Schcenlein,  and  believe 
that  the  disease  is  not  so  rare  as  is  said  by  most  theoretical 
writers.  During  eight  years  passed  in  the  hospitals  of  Paris, 
this  is  the  second  case  tnat  we  have  examined  anatomically  ; 
unfortunately  we  have  not  preserved  the  notes  of  the  first 
sufficiently  exact  to  be  made  useful. 

Inflammation  of  the  portal  vein  is  not  found  equally  fre- 
quent in  all  the  branches  which  contribute  to  its  formation ; 
most  frequently  it  is  encountered  in  the  mesenteric  branches 
(Gluge,  Lambron,  Schoenlein,  Kesteven*  Henoch,  Leudet,)  in 
the  trunk  of  the  vena  portie,  and  simultaneously  in  its  ramifica- 
tions within  the  liver  (Gluge,  Waller  twice,  Kesteven,  Frey, 
Henoch,  and  Leudet ;)  the  splenic  vein,  on  the  contrary  is  an 
exception,  its  inflammation  is  mentioned  only  in  one  instance 
by  Dr.  Waller.  In  some  other  cases  more  rare,  which  we 
mention  en  passentj  inflammation  and  suppuration  are  found 
only  in  the  intra-hepatic  ramifications  of  the  portal  vein.  In 
that  case  we  would  propose  the  question :  Is  the  phlebitis 
primitive,  or  the  result  of  a  rupture  of  an  abscess  of  the  liver 
into  the  canal  of  the  vessel  ?  In  view  of  the  small  number 
of  facts,  it  is  a  question  not  easily  answered. 
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The  alterations  in  the  walls  of  the  veins,  in  nearly  all  the 
cases  of  this  class,  are  mentioned  in  short  and  incomplete 
expressions ;  among  these  alterations  we  note  in  the  first  place 
the  enlargement  and  thickening  of  the  walls ;  they  do  not 
collapse  when  divided,  but  remain  open  like  arteries.  The 
color  of  the  vein  in  the  suppurative  form  is  a  dull  gray. 

It  is  rare  that  the  injection  ejcists  only  on  a  line  with  the 
external  cellular  coat;  we  did  not  observe  it  in  our  case. 
The  injection  of  the  internal  tunic,  admitted  by  ancient 
pathologists,  did  not  exist  more  in  this  case  than  in  other 
examples  of  phlebitis  ;  the  internal  membrane  is  only  a  little 
thickened. 

The  liquid  contents  consists  of  pus,  more  or  less  mixed 
with  blood ;  in  our  case,  the  pus  was  a  light  yellow ;  in  other 
cases  it  is  represented  as  a  dirty  yellow,  but  the  color  will 
vary  with  the  different  mixtures  to  which  it  is  subject.  Some 
autnors  mention  the  existence  of  white  clots,  adherent  some- 
times to  the  walls  of  the  vessels ;  but  we  never  see  them  form 
a  barrier  to  the  pus,  and  thus  limit  the  disease  to  encysted 
phlebitis,  as  described  by  some  writers.  The  principal 
fibrous  clot  which  existed  m  our  case,  presented  no  pus  in  its 
centre. 

Other  organs  become  affected  when  the  portal  vein  is  dis- 
eased. In  the  first  rank  we  place  the  liver,  which  was 
diseased  in  all  the  cases  observed  by  Waller,  Schoenlein, 
Frey,  Breithaupt,  and  myself.  Abscesses,  frequently  very 
numerous,  presenting  the  appearance  of  those  usually  de- 
nominated metastatic;  they  are  found  in  large  numbers 
near  the  surface,  or  in  the  deeper  seated  parts,  varying 
in  volume  from  the  size  of  a  pea  to  that  oi  an  egg,  often 
surrounded  by  a  dark  areola ;  in  the  case  which  we  observed 
the  interior  was  not  lined  by  a  false  membrane.  These 
abscesses  communicate  directlv  with  the  ramifications  of  the 
inflamed  vena  ports.  The  spleen,  inveraely  to  the  liver,  is 
rarely  diseased.  Its  most  common  disease  is  augmentation 
of  volume.  In  one  case  by  M.  Waller,  the  spleen  contained 
plastic  deposits  without  aoscesses;  in  another  case  by  the 
same  author,  it  contained  an  abscess ;  the  splenic  vein  was 
simultaneously  inflamed.  The  pancreas  has  always  been 
found  healthy.  In  one  instance,  (Waller,)  a  small  abscess 
existed  in  the  kidneys.  According  to  Henoch,  it  is  not  rare 
in  phlebitis  to  find  secondary  abscesses  in  the  lungs,  articula- 
tions, and  the  brain;  however,  other  authors  cite  no  cases  of 
this  class. 
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The  mesentery,  in  the  case  we  have  observed,  contained 
between  its  folds  purulent  deposits  corresponding  with  the 
inflamed  veins ;  that  lesion  haa  been  before  observed.  Could 
we  not  see  there,  according  to  M.  Cruveilhier,  (verbally  com- 
municated,) the  point  of  oeparture  of  the  inflammation  ?  It 
is  a  question  which  we  are  unable  to  determine,  and  we  our- 
selves have  announced  but  the  landmarks.  The  visceral  and 
parietal  peritoneum,  in  the  cases  that  we  have  observed,  pre- 
sented the  most  evident  signs  of  inflammation. 

To  resume :  the  lesions  occupied  all  the  trunk  of  the  vein, 
its  intestinal  roots  and  hepathic  oranches,  the  substance  of  the 
liver,  and  the  peritoneum. 

The  beginning  of  the  disease  is  most  frequently  rapid, 
(Lambron,  Waller,  Leudet ;)  however,  it  is,  on  the  contrary, 
in  some  cases,  latent.  In  a  case  of  Schoenlein,  the  patient 
had  experienced  during  two  weeks  malaise  and  slight  pains  in 
the  epigastrium;  and  the  same  occurred  in  two  ooservations 
of  Frey  and  Kesteven. 

The  epiffastric  pain  was  most  frequently  the  initial 
symptom,  (Lambron,  Waller,  Leudet,  Schoenlein.)  That 
svmptom,  on  the  contrary,  was  of  little  value,  according  to 
Oppolzer,  variable  according  to  Roberts,  who  has  not  made 
of  the  remainder  an  analysis  of  the  facts  already  known  to 
science.  The  epigastric  pain  is  first  mentioned  by  patients  as 
a  dull,  heavy,  spontaneous  pain,  existing  at  the  pit  of  the 
stomach,  extending  to  the  nght  hypochondriac  region,  and 
augmented  by  pressure.  Gradually,  as  the  disease  progresses, 
the  epigastric  pain  becomes  more  marked ;  it  is  finally  asso- 
ciatea  with  a  pain  of  the  abdomen,  as  in  our  case,  resulting 
from  inflammation  of  the  peritoneum,  and  then  a  dull  pain  in 
the  hypochondrium,  when  the  disease  is  developed  in  the 
liver. 

Meteorism  existed  near  the  commencement  of  our  case. 
According  to  Waller  that  is  an  important  symptom ;  it  was 
marked,  and  gradually  increased  in  that  of  Schoenlein;  it  had 
little  intensity  in  the  case  of  Frey ;  considerable  in  the  obser- 
vation of  Henoch ;  but  according  to  Roberts,  meteorism  was 
quite  variable. 

The  dilatation  of  the  subcutaneous  veins  of  the  abdomen  is 
a  symptom  which  has  been  observed  by  some  authors.  In 
our  case  it  was  but  little  marked.  Could  the  inconstance  of 
the  phenomenon  be  attributed  to  the  permeability  of  the 
inferior  cava  ? 

A  very  important  order  of  signs  relates  to  the  febrile  de- 
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velopment.  Violent  chills,  sometimes  causing  chattering  of 
the  teeth,  are  often  observed  at  the  beginning  of  the  disease, 
or  occurring  during  its  course.  The  duration  of  the  cold  stage 
is  variable  ;  it  is  accompanied  hj  malaise^  and  is  not  always 
followed  by  sweating.  Th  e  chills  no  not  recur  periodically, 
but  may  come  on  at  any  time — morning,  evening,  or  during 
the  day.  They  exist  when  the  spleen  is  tiealthy,  when  there 
is  no  abscess  of  the  liver,  (Schoenlein.)  These  symptomt 
sometimes  disappear  the  day  preceding  death. 

Some  authors  nave  designated  profuse  sweating  as  a  marked 
symptom. 

Icterus,  more  or  less  marked,  often  accompanies  inflamma- 
tion of  the  portal  vein,  (Waller,  Lambron,  Schoenlein,  Kes- 
teven ;)  but  in  our  case  jaundice  of  the  skin  did  not  exist,  the 
urine  was  normal,  and  the  faeces  not  discolored.     Most  fre* 

Juently  the  icterus  does  not  appear  at  the  beginning  of  the 
isease,  but  occurs  during  its  progress. 

The  other  digestive  tunctions  present  but  little  alteration ; 
the  beginning  of  the  disease  is  nearly  always  characterized  by 
anorexia  and  thirst;  in  five  cases,  vomiting  has  been  observed, 
(Lnmbron,  Breithaupt,  Waller,  three  times,  Leudet.)  Diar- 
rhoea is  sometimes  present ;  and  M.  Waller  observed  in  one 
case  bloody  stools. 

The  other  symptoms  are  exceedingly  variable.  We  should 
mention  coma;  it  exists  especially  at  the  close  of  the  disease ; 
and,  finally,  depression  of  the  vital  forces  is  often  present  at 
the  beginning,  or  occurs  during  the  course  of  the  disease. 

Among  the  most  important  symptoms  we  place  the  epi^s- 
trie  pain,  meteorism,  irregular  chills,  and  finally  the  develop- 
ment of  the  liver  and  spleen,  separately  or  conjointly,  super- 
vening, as  in  other  cases,  during  the  progress  of  the  disease. 

The  duration  of  the  disease  is  variable.  The  following 
figures  will  give  the  r^sum^  of  different  observers :  8-10  days 
(Gluge,)  49-61  days  (Wallar,)  26  days  (Prey,)  60  days 
(Schoenlein,)  24  days  (Leudet.)  Thus  we  perceive  how  much 
the  duration  of  the  disease  Varies. 

The  age  of  patients  was  in  general  from  24  to  40  years, 
except  in  two  cases ;  69  years  (Lambron,)  62,  (Frey.)  The 
constitution  of  the  patients,  who  had  been  previously  well, 
offered  nothing  particular. 

The  causes  or  the  disease  are  imperfectly  known ;  in  most 
cases  it  appeared  to  have  originated  Spontaneously.  We  do 
not  find  in  the  intestines  an  explanation  ot  the  cause  of  the 
disease.     It  is  said,  however,  that   M.  Lambron  has  seen 
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phlebitis  occasioned  by  a  poison  which  had  traversed  the 
stomach  and  become  arrestea  in  the  portal  vein. 

The  treatment  has  been,  in  all  cases,  principally  anti- 
phIoi;istic,  and  always  without  success. 

We  add  to  these  considerations  that,  in  the  first  case  which 
we  observed,  the  phlebitis  appeared  to  have  had  for  its  ori^n, 
a  rent  of  the  rectum,  caused  oy  the  pipe  of  a  syringe,  which 
produced  inflammation  of  the  bemorrnoidal  veins. 

Finally,  within  the  last  year,  we  had  occasion  to  observe  a 

Eatient  who  presented  certain  symptoms  of  portal  phlebitis, 
at  who  unfortunately  quitted  the  hos{»tal  in  a  dying  state. 

Academy  of  Medicine. — Marshall  HalPs  Experiments. — 
[We  translate  the  following  interesting  and  important  state- 
ment from  the  Archives  Generates^  March,  1853.] 

M.  Marshall  Hall  (Meeting  of  Feb.  14th,)  addressed  a  note 
in  which  he  proposed  to  indicate  the  results  of  experiments 
which  he  had  made  with  the  acetate  of  strychnia  on  dogs. 
The  effects  of  the  acetate  of  strychnia,  according  to  the 
author,  were  exhibited  under  two  forms.  The  first,  or  those> 
least  affected,  presented  a  high  degree  of  excitement  of  the 
spinal  diastatic  system,  with  slight  and  transient  spasms  of 
the  limbs,  and  difficult  respiration.  The  second  class  pre- 
sented a  degree  of  excitement  still  more  exalted,  general  and 
prolonged  tetanic  convulsions,  with  laryngismus  or  contraction 
of  the  glottis,  violent  expiratory  efforts,  apoplexy  and 
asphyxia. 

If,  in  the  first  cases,  or  those  exhibiting  the  slightest  effects 
of  the  strychnine,  the  animal  was  gently  caressed  the  respi- 
ration became  calm.  If,  on  the  contrary,  he  was  excited  by 
a  sudden  noise  or  shock,  or  by  blowing  strongly  on  the  skin 
or  face,  tetantic  or  epileptic  paroxysms  resulted,  which  it  waa 
evident,  if  often  repeated,  would  prove  fatal.  It  is  demon- 
strated, on  the  contrary,  by  these  facts,  if  the  dog  is  kept  free 
from  all  excitement  he  certainly  recovers  ftom  the  first  de^ee 
of  strychnism.  The  grave  form  of  strychnisin  did  not  yield 
to  these  simple  means  of  treatment.  Not  only  did  each 
slight  irritation  produce  paroxysms  of  laryngismus,  dyspnoea, 
apoplexy  and  asphyxia;  but  these  paroxysms  seemed  to  be 
renewed  by  inevitable  caifses,  feuch  as  the  movements  of  res- 
piration, deglutition,  etc  This  great  danger,  therefore,  is  to 
be  avoided  by  another  proceeding,  which  prevents  laryngis- 
mus and  its  effect,  namely,  apoplexy,  aspnyxia,  and  death. 
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Thus  the  first  degree  of  strychnism  is  cured  by  absolute  tran- 
quility, the  second  by  tracheotomy. 

^  Now,  what  are,  according  to  Marshall  Hall,  the  application 
of  these  principle  to  diseases?  Evidently  that  patients  attack- 
ed with  tetanus  or  hydrophobia  should  be  protected,  in  the  most 
absolute  manner,  from  all  mental  or  physical  excitement; 
evidently  that  we  should  resort  to  tracheotomy  in  all  cases 
where  patients  are  affected  with  epilepsy,  or  any  other  disease, 
in  which  laryngismus  endangers  life  or  intelligence.  Never- 
theless, it  is  important  to  make  a  correct  diagnosis,  and  not  to 
prescribe  for  a  name.  It  is  not  for  epilepsy  that  tracheotomy 
IS  performed,  but  to  counteract  the  dangers  of  laryngtsmas ; 
ana,  in  the  last  place,  a  patient  with  epilepsy  entrusted  to  the 
efficacy  of  tracheotomy,  must  have  tne  opening  sufficiently 
large. 

ENGLAND. 

Solution  of  Urinary  Calculi,  in  Dilute  Saline  Solutions, 
at  the  temperature  of  the  body,  by  the  aid  of  Electricity. — 
(Prom  Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Society.) 

This  paper  contained  the  record  of  a  number  of  experi- 
ments made  to  determine  whether,  out  of  the  body,  urinary 
calculi  could  be  dissolved  by  placing  them  in  dilute  solutions 
of  nitrate  of  potash  and  other  salts,  and  then  decomposing  the 
solution  in  contact  with  the  calculus  by  means  of  the  galvanic 
battery.  The  urinary  calculus  was  carefully  dried  and 
weighed,  then  fixed  between  the  poles  of  a  galvanic  battery, 
after  which  it  was  immersed  in  a  solution  of  nitre,  and  at  tne 
end  of  the  experiment  it  was  re-dried  and  re-weighed.  The 
loss  of  weight  gave  the  effect  which  was  produced.  The 
different  calculi  which  had  been  used  were  also  exhibited, 
showing  the  difiierent  degrees  in  which  the  various  kinds  of 
urinary  calculi  are  dissolved  when  submitted  to  this  treatment. 
The  conclusions  at  which  the  author  arrived  may  be  thus 
stated:  In  a  solution  of  nitre  containing  20  grains  to  the 
ounce,  kept  at  a  temperature  of  the  body,  uric  acid  calculi  can 
be  dissolved  by  the  aid  of  electricity,  at  the  rate  of  from  two 
to  nine  grains  anhour.  The  solution  takes  place  at  the  alkaline 
or  negitive  pole.  In  the  same  time,  and  under  the  same  cir- 
cumstances, phosphatic  calculi  can  be  dissolved  at  the  rate  of 
frotp  2  to  25  grains.  The  solution  takes  place  at  the  acid  or 
positive  pole.  Calculi,  consisting  of  oxalate  of  lime,  proved  to 
oe  far  less  soluble,  usually  not  more  than  half  a  grain  an  hour, 
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and  at  most  2  grains  beine  dissolved.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  reading  of  the  paper,  the  author  stated,  that  he  had  been 
engaged  in  making  further  experiments  with  a  solution  of 
nitrate  of  potash  containing  only  10  grains  to  the  ounce ;  and 
he  exhibited  some  large  uric  acid  and  phosphatic  calculi, 
which  had  been  partially  dissolved  by  the  decomposition  of 
this  solution  at  the  surface  of  the  calculi.  He  also  showed  a 
catheter  or  litholyte,  made  by  Weiss,  which  fulfilled  the  con- 
ditions reauisite  in  an  instrument  for  effecting  the  solution  of 
urinary  calculi  in  the  body.  It  resembled  an  ordinary  litho- 
trite,  but  the  I  *ades  were — 1st,  isolated  so  as  to  condfuct  the 
electricity  to  tl  c  surface  of  the  stone  when  it  had  been 
caught ;  2dly,  tl  *.  external  surfaces  of  the  blades  were  guarded, 
80  that  in  case  they  came  in  contact  with  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, no  chemical  action  would  be  there  set  up;  3dly,  a 
double  channel  for  the  injection  of  the  solution  oi  nitre  was 
formed  inside  the  instrument.  Lastly,  the  author  stated,  that 
although  many  difficulties  would  have  doubtless  to  be  over- 
come before  he  could  lay  the  result  of  his  experiments  within 
the  body  before  the  Society,  still  the^  would  only  be  mechani- 
cal difficulties.  The  principle,  which  consisted  in  setting  up 
mechanical  action  at  the  spot  where  it  was  wanted,  whilst 
elsewhere  a  dilute  neutral  solution  was  present,  left  nothing 
further  to  be  desired ;  at  least  so  far  as  the  solution  of  uric 
and  phosphatic  calculi  was  concerned.  At  present,  by  the  aid 
of  the  littiotrite,  6iechanical  force  is  applied  to  the  surface  of 
the  calculus,  and  the  stone  is  passed  in  fragments.  At  some 
future  time,  by  the  aid  of  the  litholyte,  chemical  force  will 
be  set  up  at  tne  surface  of  the  calculus,  and  it  will  be  passed 
in  solution,  or  as  an  impalpable  precipitate. — London  Med. 
Times  and  Gaz. 

Prophyladie  and  Curative  Syphilisation. — Bt  Mr.  dk 
Mbric— The  author  introduced  the  subject  by  alluding  to 
the  propriety  of  thoroughly  sifting  and  investigating  new  the- 
ories and  plans  of  treatment,  and  showed  that  the  prophylaxis 
of  syphilis  had  been  seemingly  successful  in  Paris  in  1812, 
and  was  stated,  in  our  own  oays,  to  be  of  the  simplest  kind. 
Curative  inoculations  had  been  tried,  with  some  appearance 
of  favorable  results,  by  Percy ;  but  such  reckless  implanting 
of  the  syphilitic  poi^n  had  never  been  thought  of  until  lately, 
when  it  was  proposed  to  saturate  human  beings  with  the  virus 
to  cure  existing  symptoms,  or  shield  healthy  individuals  from 
casual  infection.     Mr.  de  M^ric  passed  in  review  the  four 
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principal  systems  of  syphilisation  which  had  been  started,  and 
successively  showed  that  the  theory  a,nd  practice  was  support* 
ed  by  neither  facts,  arguments,  nor  analogies.    He  stated  that 

Sreat  qiischief  had  been  done  by  the  syphilisers ;  that  deaths 
ad  occurred  both  in  France  and  Italy ;  and  that  it  was  cer- 
tainly not  without  reason  that  M.  Ricord  had  thrown  the 
whole  weight  of  his  oratorical  powers  and  reputation  in  the 
scale  against  syphilisation. 

The  author  tnought  that  there  were  other  means  of  arrest- 
ing the  spread  of  syphilis  besides  the  wild  schemes  of  the 
syphilisers;  viz.,  the  granting  of  every  facility  for  cure  to 
those  who  had  erred,  and  were  suffering  under  the  disease. 
He  was  sorry  to  say  that  some  of  our  lar^e  hospitals  excluded 
syphilis  from  their  wards,  and  that  an  antiquated  and  mistaken 
notion  existed  among  the  Governors,  that  by  driving  away 
the  indigent  affected  with  syphilis,  the  former  would  inairectly 
contribute  to  the  decrease  of  the  disease.  Mr.  de  M^c 
expressed  his  belief,  that  investigations  into  the  nature  and 
treatment  of  syphilis,  aided  by  chemistry  and  the  microscope, 
would  be  of  great  service,  (instancing  Dr.  Tyler  Smith's 
researches  on  the  uterine  and  vaginal  discharges,)  and  that  a 
disease,  upon  which  M.  Ricord  had  thrown  so  much  light, 
would  become  more  and  more  manageable  the  better  we 
became  acquainted  with  its  Protean  forms. 

Mr.  Richardson  remarked,  that  the  evidence  given  as  to  the 
value  of  the  prophylactic  remedy  employed  by  Calderon,  who 
had  died  without  disclosing  his  secret,  was  in  his  opinion 
worthless.  There  were  several  causes,  wholly  independent 
of  the  application,  which  might  have  operated  to  render  the 
virus  innocuous,  and  he  thought  no  confidence  could  be  placed 
in  the  power  of  the  prophylactic  agent  employed  by  Calderon 
unless  clear  and  definite  information  could  be  furnished 
respectihe  it. 

Mr.  Henry  Lee  observed,  that  there  was  generally  some 
foundation  for  popular  belief,  and  he  conceived  that  pheno- 
mena were  occasionally  manifested  in  the  progress  of  syphilis 
which  might  be  considered  to  countenance  the  theory  of 
syphilisation.  He  had  himself  noticed,  that  when  numerous 
and  extensive  local  sores  prevailed,  in  some  cases  no  second- 
ary symptoms  followed ;  and  in  others  these  symptoms  were 
slightly  marked.  It  appeared  to  him  that  a  long-continued 
ana  extensive  primary  sore  exhausted  the  powers  of  the 
syphilitic  virus,  and  left  it  little  or  nothing  wherewith  to 
attack  the  constitution.    The  author,  in  one  part  of  his  paper, 
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had  spoken  in  approving  language  of  the  praotice  of  inocala* 
tion  in  syphilis,  but  he  (Mr.  Lee)  strongly  doubted  whether 
this  proceeding  were  really  so  advantageous  as  was  generally 
considered.  He  thought  it  by  no  means  certain  that  secondary 
symptoms  would  follow  a  true  inoculated  chancre ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  had  seen  secondary  symptoms  arise  when 
inoculation  had  failed  to  take  effect.  Two  cases  in  the  Lock 
Hospital  under  his  care  had  furnished  these  data.  In  one 
patient,  who  was  inoculated  from  a  phagedsenic  sore,  no 
chanchre  exhibited  itself;  yet  before  he  left  (he  hospital  that 
individual  suffered  with  secondary  symptoms.  In  the  other 
instance  inoculation  produced  a  true  chancre,  but  up  to  the 
present  time  no  secondary  symptoms  had  appeared.  He 
would  conclude  by  repeating  his  impression,  that  when  a 
humber  of  pri.Tiary  sores  showed  themselves,  and  remained  a 
long  time  discharging,  the  syphilitic  poison  was  by  their 
agency,  in  some  mstances  at  least,  eliminated  to  a  certain 
extent  from  the  system,  and  therefore  the  patient  was  more  or 
less  guarded  ngainst  the  occurrence,  or,  at  all  events,  against 
the  severity  of  secondary  symptoms. 

Dr.  Chome  said,  that  one  speaker  had  characterized  the 
experiments,  which  had  been  instituted  to  test  the  efficacy  of 
svphilisation,  as  absurd ;  and  he  would  add,  they  were  worse 
than  absurd,  they  were  wild,  wicked,  and  reasonless.  He 
thought,  however,  that  Mr.  de  Marie's  paper  was  entitled  to 
the  highest  praise,  for  the  force  of  its  arguments,  and  the 
vigor  and  chastity  of  its  language,  which  was  the  more  de* 
vervin^  of  admiration  as  it  showed  the  proficiency  that  even 
a  foreigner  might  attain  in  English  composition.  He  could 
see  no  analosj^  between  vaccination  and  inoculation  for 
small-pox  and  inoculation  for  syphilis.  The  two  affections 
were  very  different ;  small-pox  was  a  disease  to  which  the 
whole  human  race  were  liable,  its  duration  was  comparatively 
brief,  and,  when  eliminated  from  the  system,  it  rarely  left  any 
baneful  effects  behind ;  whereas  syphilis  was  not  a  disease  to 
which  all  mankind  were  naturair^  liable,  but  only  certain 
individuals,  in  consequence  of  their  own  profligacy  ;  more- 
over, when  once  established,  it  ran  a  long  and  calamitous 
career,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  some  surgeons,  was  never 
entirely  eradicated  from  the  system.  He  should  lament  ex- 
tremely to  see  a  practice  introduced  into  this  countty  which 
was,  he  felt  persuaded,  fraught  with  danger,  and  had  been  very 
properly  stigmatised  by  a  preceding  speaker  as  unjustifiable 
and  horrible.    Before  resuming  his  seat,  he  should  like  to 
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ask  Mr.  de  M^ric  if  patients  who  had  contracted  sjphilis  by 
inoculation  were  liable  to  transmit  it  to  their  offspring? 

Mr.  Dendy,  after  complimentine;  the  author  on  the  excel- 
lence of  his  paper,  remarked,  that  before  they  entered  into  a 
discussion  respecting  the  merits  of  the  practice,  there  were 
moral  considerations  opposed  to  it,  which  it  was  impossible 
to  disregard.  If  such  a  system  should  ever  prevail,  he 
believed  it  would  afford  a  frightful  premium  to  licentiousness. 
Many  of  the  cases  in  which  inoculation  had  been  tried  and 
reported  successful,  might,  he  believed,  be  found  to  derive  a 
relief  from  existing  syphilis,  or  an  immunity  from  subsequent 
contamination  from  other  causes,  such  as  the  exhaustion  of 
the  syphilitic  poison  after  long  endurance,  the  change  wrought 
in  the  constitution  by  re{)eated  attacks  of  the  malady,  or,  as 
Mr.  Henry  Lee  had  pointed  out,  the  elimination  of  the 
syphilitic  poison  wholly  or  partially  by  the  prolonged  persis- 
tence of  numerous  local  sores.  Inoculation  had  been  tried 
in  numerous  diseases  besides  small-pox,  and  in  some  he 
thought  with  success.  It  was  well  known,  for  example,  that 
Dr.  Ballard,  when  at  Constantinople,  inoculated  himself  with 
the  plague  virus,  having  previously  diluted  it  with  oil.  A 
mild  train  of  symptoms  followed ;  but  Dr.  Ballard  believed 
that  he  thus  protected  himself  against  the  plague,  and  he  was 
accustomed  to  recommend  the  plan  as  a  sure  and  safe  prophy- 
lactic.  Now,  if  anv  experiments  in  syphilisation  were  made 
in  this  country,  he,  Mr.  Dendy,  hoped  that  the  syphilitic  virus 
would  be  first  diluted  by  the  addition  of  simple  fluid,  so  that 
if  no  good  arose,  at  least  no  serious  mischief  might  be  occa- 
sioned by  the  practice. 

Dr.  Kadcliffe  felt  compelled  to  state,  that  the  question  had 
not  been  impartially  considered;  and  he  conceived  that  M.  de 
M^ric,  being  a  follower  and  pupil  of  Ricord,  who,  it  was  well 
known,  had  vigorously  opposed  syphilisation,  had  treated  the 
subject  rather  in  a  spirit  of  hostility  than  otherwise.  He 
would  observe,  that  the  case  of  Dr.  L.,  the  German  physician, 
who  had  been  produced  at  the  Acad^ie  de  la  M^ecine  by 
Ricord,  was  not  considered  a  fair  example  by  M.  Ausias 
Tur^nne  and  the  other  upholders  of  syphilisation.  It  was  a 
fact  which  could  not  be  surmounted  or  explained  away,  that 
there  were  cases  in  which  the  manifestation  of  a  fresh  chancre 
had  been  followed  by  the  disappearance  of  long-standing 
syphilitic  symptoms  which  had  previously  resisted  all  sorts  of 
treatment.  Dr.  Radcliffe  referred  to  a  case  whose  particulars 
were  related  in  the  Gazette  des  HospitauXf  in  which  tertiary 
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symptoms  had  at  length  departed  under  the  influence  of 
repeated  inoculation.  The  question  debated  at  the  Academy 
was  not  so  much  referrible  to  the  utility  of  the  practice  as  on 
the  moral  propriety  of  employing  it.  The  practice  itself  was 
favorably  esteemed  by  Mafgaigne  and  others,  whose  high 
reputation  should  induce  us  to  pay  respect  to  their  opinions. 
He,  Dr.  Radcliffe,  did  not  advocate  syphilisation,  but  he 
thought  it  should  be  considered  fairly  and  dispassionately. 
Whatever  might  be  the  issue  of  subsequent  investigation,  two 
important  facts  had  been  established  by  the  researches  of  M. 
Auzias  Tur^nne,  viz.,  that  syphilis  might  be  communicated 
to  animals,  and  that  secondary  sores  were  capable  of  fur- 
nishing matter,  the  inoculation  of  which  would  produce  a 
chancre. 

Mr.  Robinson  thought  the  inoculation  for  syphilis  in  healthy 
persons  quite  unjustifiable,  and  likely  to  injure  seriously  the 
constitutions  of  those  who  submitted  to  it,  and  the  health  of 
their  offspring.  Inoculation  for  syphilis  could  not  be  com- 
pared,  as  a  point  of  treatment,  with  vaccination,  for  vaccina- 
tion was  employed  to  gaard  the  community  against  a  scouree 
from  which  all  alike  might  suffer,  while  the  spread  of  syphilis 
was  dependent  on  the  unrestrained  vices  and  licentious  conduct 
of  individual  persons. 

Mr.  Clark  observed  that  Mr.  Henry  Lee  seemed  to  con- 
sider the  long  continuance  and  number  of  primary  sores  a  sort 
of  safeeuard  against  secondanr  symptoms,  and  in  proof  of  this 
he  mignt  remark,  that  in  Nuoia,  wnere  primary  sores  always 
acquired  a  frightful  intensity,  and  sometimes  swept  away  the 
whole  of  the  eictemal  organs  of  generation,  secondary  syphilis 
was  unknown. 

Mr.  de  M^ric,  at  the  end,  regretted  that  his  paper  had  been 
somewhat  long,  and  be«ed  the  Fellows  who  had  so  kindly 
spoken  of  it  to  accept  bis  best  thanks.  He  could  not  at  so 
late  an  hour  enter  into  a  full  discussion,  though  it  would  have 

E'ven  him  much  pleasure  to  do  so,  since  the  points  which  had 
^en  raised  were  of  the  neatest  interest.  Mr.  de  M^ric  then 
stated,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Richardson,  that  he  quite  agreed 
with  him  as  to  syphilitic  ulcers  healine  without  mercury ;  but 
the  prophylactic,  which  had  been  used  by  Calderon,  had  pre- 
vented the  springing  up  of  sores  after  inoculation.  He  would 
also  mention,  that  M.  Ricord  had  clearly  made  out  that  an 
individual  suffers  from  secondary  syphilis  only  once  in  his 
life.  Mr.  de  M^ric  considered  that  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Lee 
were  deserving  of  the  greatest  respect,  as  his  (Mr.  Lee's) 
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opportunities  were  excellent,  and  his  reputation  well  estab- 
lished. He,  Mr.  de  M^ric,  was,  however,  somewhat  startled 
at  finding  Mr.  Lee  leaning  towards  syphilisation.  Surely  it 
would  not  be  maintained  in  our  days,  that  the  extension  and 
persistance  of  a  sore  tend  to  destroy  the  virulence  of  the 

fioison.  Boerhaave  harbored  this  idea,  but  it  really  was  no 
onger  tenable.  The  specificity  of  a  sore  might  be  destroyed 
by  phagedsBnism,  but  tne  occurrence  of  secondary  symptoms 
must  depend  on  the  fact  of  the  chancre  having  been  indurated 
or  not.  With  Mr.  Lee's  notions,  it  would  be  an  easy  matter 
to  prevent  secondary  symptoms  by  enlarging  and  keeping  up 
syphilitic  uloerations.  Mr.  Lee  might  have  noticed  that 
large  buboes  were  followed  by  slight  eruptions,  but  this  was 
certainly  not  a  general  law ;  and  the  fact  nad  not  been  obser* 
ved  frequently  enough  to  deserve  attention.  Mr.  de  M^ric 
was  astonished  that  Mr.  Lee  made  inoculations  for  any  other 
purpose  than  that  of  diagnosis.  Hunter  and  Ricord  had  no 
other  intention  when  they  carried  on  their  experiments,  and 
did  not  resort  to  inoculations  to  learn  whether  secondaiy 
symptoms  would  occur  or  not.  A  case  under  Mr.  Simon,  at 
8t.  Thomas'  Hospital,  was  mentioned  by  M.  de  M^ric,  to 
show  that  inoculations  and  the  microscope  were  used  to  estab- 
lish a  differential  diagnosis  between  chancre  and  cancer  of  the 
Enis.  The  author  of  the  paper  was  extremely  obliged  to 
r.  Chowne  for  his  kind  words,  and  sure  that  the  latter  would 
not  hesitate  to  side  with  him  in  the  repudiation  of  syphilisa- 
tion.  In  answer  to  Dr.  Chowne's  incjuiiy,  Mr.  de  M^ric  was 
sorry  to  say,  that  secondary  synhilis,  either  accidentally  caught 
or  artificially  implanted  by  M.  Auzias,  was  doubtless  trans* 
missible  to  the  patient's  offspring.  In  answer  to  Mr.  Dendy, 
Mr.  de  M6ric  would  observe,  that  the  dilutionof  the  pus,  advised 
by  Mr.  Dendy,  had  some  analogy  with  the  vaccination  advo- 
cated by  Mr.  Diday,  of  Lyons.  This  practice  had,  however, 
been  found  sadly  wanting.  Dr.  Radcliffe  must  be  laboring 
under  a  mistake  when  he  stated  that  the  discussion  at  Paris 
had  been  confined  to  one  case ;  the  whole  histoiy  of  S3rphilisa- 
tion  had  been  broached,  and  largely  ^one  into.  Mr.  de  M^ric 
had  annexed  M.  Zelasche's  case  to  hisjiaper,  but  had  not  read 
it|  for  fear  of  fatiguing  the  attention  of  the  Fellows.  The 
case  is  most  distressing  and  condemnatory  of  the  practice  of 
syphilisation.  Dr.  Radcliffe  had  touched  upon  the  trans* 
missibility  of  secondary  symptoms ;  this  question  was  too 
important  to  be  cursorily  treated,  but  Mr.  de  M^ric  would  be 
glad  to  discuss  it  at  a  future  period.     Mr  Clarke's  observa- 
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lions  were  certainly  interesting,  but  it  was  probable  that 
secondary  symptoms  depended,  in  Nubia  as  in  England,  on 
the  induration  or  non-induration  of  the  original  chancre.  Mr. 
de  M^c  concluded  by  offering  his  best  acknowledgments  to 
ihe  President  and  the  Fellows  K>r  the  courteous  attention  they 
had  given  to  his  paper. — London  Med.  Times  and  Qaz. 
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Medical  Topography^  Climate^  Diseases,  ^.,  of  Monterey, 
California.  By  W.  S.  Einq,  M.  D.,  Assistant  Surgeon 
U.  S.  A. — Forty  learaes  from  San  Francisco,  and  upon  th^ 
shores  of  Monterey  jSay,  is  situated  Monterey,  probably  the 
most  beautiful  village  on  the  coast  of  California.  In  all  that 
constitutes  beauty  of  scenery,  derived  from  a  proper  propor- 
tion of  woodland,  water,  hills,  and  distant  mountains,  Mon- 
terey will  bear  a  comparison  with  other  places  of  more  cele- 
brity, and  its  claims,  in  this  respect,  are  acknowledged  by  all 
travelers.  The  houses  (mostly  adobe)  are  built  on  a  broad 
gentle  slope  of  land  (about  two  miles  from*  point  pinos),  the 
southern  extremity  of  the  hs^y.  They  are  scattered  over  an 
extent  of  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  and,  mirrored  in  the  placid 
waters  of  the  bay,  stand  in  bold  relief  against  a  background  of 
extensive  forest.  The  hills  in  the  rear  increase  in  height  as 
they  run  to  the  south-east,  till,  at  a  distance  of  forty  miles, 
they  are  merged  in  the  hieh  mountains  of  the  coast  range. 
The  northern  shore  of  the  bay  is  twenty  miles  distant,  bend- 
ing so  far  to  the  west,  that  the  Pacific  is  not  visible  from  any. 
part  of  the  town.  The  peninsula,  intervening  between  the  bay 
and  the  Pacific  shore,  is  covered  by  a  fine  growth  of  tall  an4^ 
stately  pines,  with  a  few  scattering  oak-trees.  About  a  hun- 
dred ^ards  from  the  southern  shore  of  the  bay,  on  a  level 
with  it,  and  skirting  the  western  edjge  cf  the  town,  is  a  low 
flat  sandy  plain,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  a  lagoon,  near  half 
a  mile  in  length  by  one-eighth  in  breadth,  Durins  the  pre- 
valence of  the  high  tides  in  the  spring,  the  water  of  the  oay 
flows  into  this  lagoon  and  keeps  it  full;  but,  at  other  seasons^ 
particularly  at  the  latter  part  of  the  dry  season,  the  water  of 
Qie  lagoon  recedes  towards  the  centre,  leaving  a  good  deal  of 
vegetaole  matter  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  sun,  the  odor 
from  which  is  far  from  agreeable  when  sufficiently  near  to  in- 
hale it.  The  water  of  this  lagoon  is  so  brackish  at  all  seasons^ 
of  the  year  that  cattle  will  not  drink  it.    Farther  to  the  north 
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fnd  east  in  the  same  plain,  and  oec^rly  paialM  with  tha  ahortt 
of  the  bay»  are  two  otlier.  lagoons  of  a  lai^ger  aise,  at  a  di»* 
tance.of  on(9  and  two  mjlea  from  the  town*  At  the  eastern 
edge  of  this  i«^  lagoon^  (he, land  riaes  gradaally  by  a  coat]n»> 
oua  elevation  about  six  lailesy  cind  from  thetee  i^  a  |pradw| 
descent  to  the  Sa'inas  Jftivfr,  a  larg^  strjMkm  enurtying  ibIoUhi 
bay  about  ten  miles  from  Monterey.  Beyond  this  river  are 
what  is  called  the  SaPnus  Plains,  a  broad  level  prairie  of  niiM 
miles  in  width,  extending. to  ttie  Ban  Juan  Mountains. 

Three  miles  south  of  Montereyis  the  Rio  de  Carmel  VaU 
ley,  watered  by  a.riverortb€^8ame  name,  whjrh  empties  intQ 
Carmel  Bay.  The  soil  of  this  valley  is  rich  sAd  alluvial, 
adapted  to  agriculture.  Th?s  valley  apd  th^  Salinas  Ptaioa 
are  the  only  points  under  cultivation  near  Monterey.  Just 
beyond  Carmel  Hiver  is  Point  Lebos,  a  promontory  on  the 
eoast^  celebrated  for  the  number  of  seals  and  seaJions  alwaya 
to  be  found  there. 

Monterey  redoubt,  a  Tew  hundred  yatds  to  the  north  of  the 
town,  is  placed  upon  an  elevation  of  one  hundred  and  forty 
feet  above  the  bay.  It  is  surrounded  by  a  picket-work,  ana 
incloses  a  sufficient  area  for  a  parade  ground  and  a  garden  for 
the  use  ol  the  troops. 

On  the  side  of  the  redoubt  next  The  bay  is  a  t>attei^  mount- 
ing twenty  heavy  guns.  The  quarters  tot  the  oflicers  and 
men  are  built  of  logs  neatly  plastered  and  whitewashed,  and 
are  commodious  and  comfortable. 

As  the  climate  and  character  of  disease  at  the.  fort  and 
town  ot  Monterey  are  precisely  alike,  it  will  be  understood 
that  both  are  included  in  my  remarks.  The  population  of 
Monterey  is  from  six  to  eight  Hundred,  three-fourths  of  which- 
ere  native  Califomians., 

Climate. — The  atmosphere  is  humid,  tetnperatore  agreea^ 
My  warm  afnd  equable ;  the  prevalent  winds  are  sea-breezes 
from  the  west  and  noith;  the  land-winds  from  the  east  and 
south  are  much  less  prevalent,  blow  less  str^glj%  and  can 
frequently  be  only  delected  bvtho  uncomfoitabTe  feelings  they 
piDduce.  There  is  one  rainy  season  trbm  November  tilt 
April.  This  is  about  the  average  time  the  rains  beein  and* 
fisrminate,  akhough  son^etlmes  (considerable  tain  will  fiill  at 
early  as  October  and  continue  crntiT  May.  During  this  pe- 
nodfthere  are  frequent  intervals  of  fine  weather,  of  such  extra- 
Otdinary  beauty  and  balmy  temperatare  that  travelto  arriving 
Ota  ihe  coast  niight  well  imagine,  wiih  Cjlonel  Fremont,  thu 
il  resembled  the  climatfe  of  southern  Italy, 


I  '  Durifi|^  the  drjr  setson,  the  fegs  rise  from  the  sea  late  in 

the  afternoon,  float  over  the  towa  and  disperse  osuallj  by 

I  9  P.  M*;  there  is  also  a  fw  feoerally  in  the  moniing  until  10 

^  o'clock  A.  M.    I  may  ada  here  that  these  ibg^  are  found  on 

I  the  entire  coast  of  California  as  far  south  as  Pomt  Oonceptioa.. 

I  in  the  rainy  season,  at  which  time  the  winds  are  from  the 

eoujth  and  east,  there  are  no  fogs ;  the  sky,  when  not  raining^ 

I  being  clear  and  cloudless.     To  give  some  idea  of  the  temper 

rature  at  Monterey,  the  foHowing  memoranda,  extracted  from* 

the  Meteorological  Reigister  of  the  post  is  here  inserted: — 

I  Mean  annual  temperature  for  the  year  1860,  «*  6S.OO^ 

,  '  Coldest  day,  March  25  (mean  for  the  day),  •  89.00 

•     Warmest  day,  Sept.18,        «  ♦*  -  77.60 

Highest  range,  September        *        «        .  84.00 

Lowest  range,  December      ...  .  80.00 

Mean  temperature  for  1851    .       -       •       •  67.64 

Coldest  day  (mean  for  the  day)    •        .        •  46.60 

Warmest  day        "        «        .        .        .       .  73.50 

.   Highest  range,  August        ....  76.00 

Lowest  range,  December         ....  40.00 

There  if  a  dtfierenee  between  the  mean  temrperatinre  of  sam* 
mer  and  winter  months  of  only  from  six  to  sev«n  degreeti 
and  hence  the  annual  temperature  is  very  uniform^  althou^ 
the  diurnal  chawes  inay  be  consideiSabie* 
•  DimastB. — I  have  fittle  knowledge  of  the  diseases  of  thia 
neighborhood  previous  to  my  arrival  at  Monterey  in  tlw 
spring  of  1849.  In  1844, 1  am  informed  the  smallpox  vi»led 
t&is  ^ace,  carrying  off  a  large  number  «f  inhabitants;  chiefly 
Indians,  who  had  not  been  i*acdnated.  At  some  of  the  Mi»« 
•ions  is  California  atthe  same  period,  nearly  the  entim  pojMS- 
htion  died  from  ike  same  disease. 

I  do  not  know  that  s  ny  parttcnhur  disease  can  be  asid  to  be 
epidemic  lo  this  location.  The  diseases  from  which  the  i»* 
habitants  are  entireiy  free^  are  contagtooe  or  infectious  feven 
(except  Che  eianthemata,)  calcnlns,  diabetes,  and  rabies  | 
ttiose  from  which  they  are  nearly  exempt  are  consamptiooi, 
dyspepsia^  aneurism,  aond  malignant  Uunors.;  and  those  wbicit 
are  mild  and  of  rare  occttsrence  are  diarrhesa  and  dyseoteiyw 
On  my  arrival  at  Monterey  in  1849, 1  ffwiri  hd^ng*eoiffib 
and  measles  of  a  miki  form  prevailing  in  the  town.  Do 
inquiry,  I  learned  that  these  diseases  were  nnknown  here 
previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  Amertcsnsin  1846^  who  Jbroiu^ 
them  fsnns  the  8talci«i  A  fern-  sksss  lof  ihaca  eoinpli|ails 
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occmred  here  the  following  year,  since  which  time  they  have 
disappeared ;  and,  owing  to  the  pecnliar  climate,  and  the  pre* 
valence  of  the  strong;  and  constant  winds  from  the  ocean,  I  do 
not  believe  they  will  reappear  until  import«l  de  novo.  Dur- 
ing their  prevalence,  some  cases  of  rabeola  so  mach  resem- 
bled scarlatina,  that  it  was  extremely  difficolt  to  distinguish 
one  from  the  other.  Some  cases  of  scarlatina  were  reported  to 
me,  bat  I  am  unable  to  say  whether  they  were  eenuine  or  not, 
not  having  seen  them.  So  far  as  I  was  acquainted  (and  my 
practice  was  very  general  throughout  the  town,)  but  veiy  few 
cases  proved  fatal. 

My  predecessor.  Dr.  Murray,  U.  S.  A.,  has  reported  seve* 
ral  cases  of  typhod  fever  in  Monterey .  in  the  fall  of  1847. 
These  cases  occurred  among  recruits  just  arrived  from  a  pro- 
tracted sea-voyage,  and  were  no  doubt  attributable  to  the  lonff 
confinement  on  shipboard,  and  the  want  of  a  proper  supply  of 
fresh  and  wholesome  food.  Since  that  period  to  the  present 
time,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  instance  of  this  fever  except  one 
in  an  emigrant  who  arrived  at  Monterey  overland,  after  endur- 
ing incredible  hardships  and  sufferings^  and  who  died  shortly 
siter  his  arrival. 

Although,  now  and  then,  intermittents  are  met  with  here, 

J  ret  in  every  instance,  according  to  my  experience,  they  were 
bund  among  recruits  who  hiui  contracted  the  disease  else- 
where, or,  miners  who  had  been  livinff  in  the  valleys  of  the 
Sacramento  and  San  Joaquim,  where  tne  disease  prevails  ex- 
tensively, and  who  have  come  here  for  the  benefit  of  their 
health.  Off  from  the  coast,  as  far  interior  as  the  Salinaa 
Biver,  a  few  cases  are  met  with,  but  I  have  never  known  a 
case  of  intermittent  fever  ori^naiing  in  Monterey.  The 
onl^  epidemic  common  here  is  influenza,  and  in  the  autumn 

Crticulariy,  when  the  winds  commence  to  blow  from  the 
id  (which  thqr  usually  do  a  short  time  before  the  advent  of 
the  rain)  nearly  the  entire  population  become  affected.  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  owing  to  the  situation  of  the  lagoons, 
already  described,  if  it  were  not  for  the  setting  in  of  the  rains 
shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the  lano-breeses,  Mon- 
terey would  be  much  more  unhealthy,  it  being  to  the  leewaid 
of  tne  lagoons,  and,  therefore,  exposed  to  any  injurious  influ- 
ence emanating  therefrom. 

To  the  unfavorable  influence  of  these  winds  the  inhabit 
tants  are  accustomed  to  ascribe  an  nnusual  feeling  of  discom- 
fort and  want  of  energy  felt  at  this  time.  As  many  of  the 
peqple  Uve  in  low  adobe  houses,  Without  board  floois,  and  ia 
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many  instances  without  windows,  the  only  means  of  egress 
being  a  veir  low  doorway,  it  will  follow  as  a  matter  of  course 
tiiat  these  dwellings  will  be  low,  damp,  and  badly  lighted  and 
ventilated.  If  ta  these  causes  be  added  coarse  and  badly 
cooked  food,  and  the  practice  of  tSe  whole  family  sleeping  in 
one  apartment,  it  will  not  be  surprising  that,  as  a  result  of  this 
mode  of  life  alone,  scrofula  and  summer  complaint  of  children, 
and  diseases  of  the  lunss,  will  occasionally  oe  found,  without 
supposing  anything  in  the  climate  disposing  to  the  complaints. 
Scrofula  is  a  disease  of  rare  occurrence ;  the  two  latter  are 
more  common.  More  children  die  of  cholera  infantum  and 
lobular,  or  infantile  pneumonia  than  from  any  other  disease. 
These  affections,  as  I  have  before  observed,  are  produced  more 
by  modes  of  living  than  to  any  climate  agency.  It  is  the  cus- 
tom among  all  classes  of  native  Oalifomians  to  clothe  their 
children  very  scantily  until  they  attain  the  a^  of  four  or  five 
years.  Before  this  period  no  shoes  or  stockings  are  used,  the 
onlv  garment  worn  being  a  short  single  petticoat  of  thin  calico, 
and;  often,  indeed,  they  are  without  any  clothing  whatever. 
During  the  rainy  season,  the  lower  extremities  of  tne  children 
are  continually  cold  and  damp,  and  as  fire-places  and  chim- 
neys are  unknown,  their  garments  are  seldom  dry,  and,  in  this 
condition,  they  usually  sleep  on  mats  laid  on  a  ground-floor. 
To  these  causes  are  to  be  ascribed  the  catarrhal  affections  so 
common  to  children,  and  pleurisy  met  with  frequently  in 
adults. 

Asthma  is  a  disease  of  rare  occurrence  in  Monterey  or  in 
California ;  I  have  seen  but  two  cases  in  three  years.  The 
Asiatic  cholera  has  not  as  yet  visited  this  place.  During  the 
season  that  cholera  prevailed  in  California,  it  began  in  Sacra- 
mento Valley ;  we  nnd  it  in  San  Francisco  next,  and  proceed* 
ing  to  San  Jose,  passing  in  a  southerly  direction  to  the  east- 
ward of  Monterey,  to  San  Louis  Obispo  and  Santa  Barbara. 
None  of  the  premonitory  symptoms  of  this  epidemic  were 
ever  present  at  this  place.  To  what  cause  this  exemption 
from  this  wide-spreadme  epidemic  is  due,  is  involved  in  mys- 
tery. But  two  cases  of  diarrhoea  and  dysentery  are  reported 
in  my  returns  of  sick  for  the  past  year.  It  will  be  inferred 
from  the  foreeoing  sketch  of  the  diseases  of  this  port  and 
vicinity,  that  it  is  a  position  enjojrinff  a  high  degree  of  salu- 
brity, and  also  from  the  fact  that  there  are  no  diseases  of 
peculiarity  or  importance  that  prominency  can  be  given  to  any 
class  of  affections,  or  any  points  of  striking  character  can 
enter  into  this  account. 
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Before  closiii^  this  paper  with' a  brieF  allusian  to  fome  of 
the  diseases  of  remales  or  this  region,  I  will  barely  allude  to 
One  peculiarity  I  have  observed  in  the  diseases,  not  only  ill 
Monterey,  but  in  all  Calitbrniay  and  that  is,  the  extreme  teii« 
dency  to  functional  dtsturbHnce  of  the  brain.  What  I  allude 
to  is,  the  fact  that  in  diseases,  often  of  a  mild  character,  which 
elsewhere  and  in  similar  circumstances  are  unattended  by  the 
slightest  mental  aberration  are,  in  California,  often  accom* 
panied  by  impaired  intellect,  and  sometinf>e8  delirium.  It  it 
owin^,  I  think,  to  this  peculiarity,  that  delirium  tremens  k 
found  to  follow  very  slight  excess  in  drintaiiig,  which  I  befora 
supposed  to  be  entirely  inadequate  to  produce  this  aSection, 
A  contrary  opinion  I  am  aware  exists  to  some  extent  here, 
but  I  believe  it  is  founded  in  error,  and  that  all  who  have 
studied  this  subject  will  agree  with  me,  that  no  one  can  indttlfo 
in  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors  with  the  same  impunity  in 
Galifornia  as  elsewhere. 

Insanity,  it  is  well  known^  is  very  frequent  in  California^ 
where,  it  is  true,  the  predisposing  causes  exist  to  an  unusual 
extent,  in  the  excited  condition  of  the  country ;  but  how  mnek 
ie  due  to  the  influence  of  Qlimate  remains  yet  to  be  deteiv 
mined.  In  this  small  town  are  five  ca^es  of  confirmed 
insanity  of  longstanding. 

Dise€ue$  of  Female$.'*^T\\e  diseases  peculiar  to  females 
are  far  more  cono^non  in  Monterey  than  any  other  class  of 
disorders.  Of  these,  the  most  usual  are  leucorrhcB^,  pro* 
lapsus  uteri,  and  deranged  menstruation.  Those  affections 
are  more  numerous  in  proportion  to  the  population  in  Mon* 
lerey  than  in  any  community  I  have  ever  known.  * 

The  two  first  mentioned  are,  I  believe,  owing  to  the  mode 
of  treating  parturient  women  practised  by  the- natives  of  this 
place.  It  is  the  custom  in  Monterey,  when  labor  begins,  to 
place  the  woman  on  a  ihair  in  the  middle  of  the  room ;  a 
rope  is  fastened  to  the  rafters  above  her  head,  which  she  it 
directed  to  pull.  Round  her  abdomen  a  broad  towel  or  rebosa 
is  passed,  tne  ends  crossed  behind,  and  intrusted  to  assistants^ 
who  are  instructed  to  tighten  it  when  the  abomioal  tqmor 
descends  duine  the  pain,  and  belay  there  (as  it  were)  until 
the  arrival  of  the  next,  when  it  is  hauled  taut  again,  so  as  to 
hold  on  each  time  to  the  progress  made,  and  not  permit  the 
Ufual  ascent  of  the  tumor  after  the  subsidence  of  the  pain* 
With  the  same  view,  a  strong  man  is  frequently  seated  behind 
the  woman,  who,  with  hie  hands  placed  on  her  abdomen* 
makes  strong  pressure  downwards  at  e^ch  pain,  if ith  the  ide$ 
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of  assifliline,  by  ntechamcaT  force,  the  contractions  of  the 
uterus.    All 


Dy  mecnamcai  rorce,  tne  coniracnons  oi  me 
this  time,  the  midwife  (generally  some  old 
woman)  is  seated  in  iront  with  one,  and,  if  possible,  both 
bands  in  the  vagina,  making  all  the  traction  m  her  power. 
When  the  woman  and  assistants  are  somewhat  fatigued,  she 
is  placed  upon  her  knees  on  the  floor,  but  without  relaxing 
any  of  the  means  and  appliances  which  would  cause  them 
to  lose  the  advantage  akeaay  gained*, 

These  measures  often  prove  fatal  to  both  mother  and  child; 
usually,  on  the  termination  of  the  labor,  the  female  is  com- 
filelely  axfaftusted.  From  the  injuiy  done  to  the  soft  parts  by 
(he  long  and  rough. handilng,  ulGeratioQ  and  inflammation 
often  ensue ;  thus  laying  the  foundation  of  uterine  and  vaginal 
diseases,  with  diaplaceinent  of  the  uterus. 

Immediately  eAer  the  delivery,  and  when  the  poor  woman 
IB  nearly  worn  out,  and  in  a  more  or  less  excited  state,  and 
the  nenrout  aystena  in  an  exceedingly  snsceptiple  condition^ 
ttd  disposed  to  recisive  strong  impreasiona  from  slight  causes, 
it  is  the  universal  ctistom  for  all  acquaintances,  howeter 
slight,  to  visit,  with  one  accord,  the  new  mother ;  so  that  her 
foom  will  resemble  an  eveutDg  party;  being  filled  with 
numerous  guests^  who  do  not  hesitate  to  ait  for  nours,  in  loud 
conversation,  and  regale  themselves  in  smoking  paper  ciga* 
rettes.  When  we  consider  how  much  lyins-in  women  often 
suffer  from  not  being  kept  in  a  tranquil  and  quiet  state  after 
confinement,  and  how  important  to  her  wellnloing  is  rest  and 
exclusion  of  company,  we  may  readily  conceive  the  unfortu- 
oate  result  of  an  opposite  course,  and  understand  why  mora 
untoward  circumstances  happen  with  such  women  here  than 
ordinarily. 

Within  the  last  four  yean^  the  inflnence  of  the  intelltgfent 
physician,  and  a  few  American  families,  have  made  some 
improvement  in  these  matters ;  but,  ae  this  part  of  the  pro* 
faraion  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  California  midwife,  much 
ignorance  and  superstition  still  exist  throuffhout  the  country, 
to  an  extent  that  could  scarcely  be  creditea  in  other  poitions 
of  the  United  States. 

I  have  heard  of  many  causes  of  impaired  memoiy  charged 
to  the  influence  of  California  climates,  but  I  have  no  certain 
evidence  that  this  is  true ;  yet,  judging  from  the  complaints 
made  by  Eastern  friends,  and  the  many  instances  of  entire 
forgetfufness  and  disregard  of  the  strongest  of  earthly  ties  by 
those  sojourning  in  California,  one  might  readily  imagine  that 
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some  potent  spell,  like  the  Lethean  waters  of  ancient  storj, 
was  exerted  by  the  zephyrs  of  the  Pacific  coast. 

Although  there  is  nothing  of  peculiar  interest  contained  in 
the  above  sketch,  which  is  the  result  of  a  residence  of  more 
than  three  years  in  Monterey ;  yet,  as  so  little  is  really  known 
of  that  locality,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  contribute  some- 
thing,  however  imperfect,  to  add  to  our  information  of  this 
interesting  country. 

San  Diboo  Mission,  California,  December,  17, 1862. 

PtetUiar  Cobb  of  LUhaiamy  ;  sinaular  NueUui  far,  and 
unusual  Size  of  the  Caleului.'^By  Dr.  Wm.  G.  Whbblbb, 
of  Chelsea,  Mass. 

iThe  patient  was  a  female,  twenty  one  years  of  age — ^had 
ered  for  a  long  time  with  the  usual  sjrmptoms  of  stone  in 
the  bladder.  On  sounding,  the  stone  was  readily  detected, 
and  appeared  to  be  of  a  very  lam  size.  The  operation  of  li» 
thotrity  was  attempted,  but  failed,  from  the  contracted  and 
irritable  state  of  the  bladder,  and  from  the  size,  haidness,  and 
shape  of  the  stone.] 

Disappointed  as  to  lithotrity,  the  operation  of  lithotomy 
seemed  the  only  resource;  The  case  was  plainly  stated  to  ttie 
friends;  a  preparatory  treatment  adopted,  and  the  operation 
urged.  On  the  1st  of  October,  the  patient,  havingconsented, 
was  etherized,  and  the  operation  done  by  Dr.  W .,  assisted 
by  DfB.  Stedman  and  Ingalls.  The  vaeino-vesical  method 
was  chosen,  as  offering  apparently  the  Best  chance  for  the 
patient,  on  account  of  the  situation  of  the  stone  and  the  con- 
tracted condition  of  the  blander.  The  patient  being  placed 
in  the  usual  position,  an  incision  was  carried  downwaitls  and' 
backwards  upon  the  groove  of  the  staff ;  the  operator's  fore- 
finger, passea  through  this  opening,  felt  the  stone,  of  laif[e 
size,  and  apparently  fixed  at  certain  points.  Fears  of  a  sac* 
colated  conaitionof  the  bladder  were  suggested:  farther  explo- 
ration by  the  finger  discovered  a  projecting  point,  which  was  at 
first  supposed  to  be  a  sharp  comer  or  tubercle  of  the  calculus ; 
but  it  was  finally  concluaed  that  it  was  some  foreign  body 
which  had  served  as  a  nucleus  for  the  calcareous  deposit. 
Efforts  to  break  the  stone  failed ;  and,  the  porition  of  the  for- 
ceps being  changed,  one  blade  was  passed  over  the  sharp  point 
alluded  to,  and  after  much  difficulty,  manipulation,  and  delay, 
a  stone  was  extracted  weighing  over  two  ounces  and  three- 
quarters,  and  there  was  found  passing  obliquely  through  iU 
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eentrej  a  targe  wire  hair-'fin^  measuring  over  three  inches  and 
a  half  in  lenj^h.  This  pin,  and  the  direction  it  had  with  re* 
gard  to  the  mcission,  together  with  the  size  of  the  calculus, 
caused  the  dela^  and  enbarrassment  in  the  extraction  of  the 
latter.  Thus  is  also  explained  the  seeming  immobility  of 
the  stone  at  certain  points. 

The  patient  survives  the  operation,  and  has  done  remark- 
ablv  well,  with  the  exception  that  a  small  fistulous  opening 
still  remains.  The  local  as  well  as  the  constitutional  symp- 
toms have  been  very  mild,  when  compared  with  those  which 
followed  the  previous  attempts  at  lithotrity. 

The  history  of  the  hair-pm  is  of  some  interest,  as  it  dves 
a  probable  date  of  the  commencement  of  the  formation  of  the 
•calculus.  Since  the  operation,  the  patient  has  stated  that  the 
pin  was  introduced  through  the  urethra  about  six  years  aao. 
She  never  mentioned  this  fact  to  any  one ;  preferring  to  suner 
in  silence.  The  foreign  body  caused  some  pain  and  uneasi^ 
ness  soon  after  its  passage  within  the  bladder,  but  no  severe 
symptoms  were  manifested  until  about  two  years  after  its  io- 
troduction,  since  which  time  they  have  gradually  increased  in 
severity. — Amer.  Jour.  Med.  8ci. 

[This  case  reminds  us  of  one,  that  Professor  Wm.  Oibbon 
is  m  the  habit  of  relating  to  his  classes,  in  which  a  persimmon 
seed,  had  passed  into  the  the  bladder,  and  became  a  nucleus 
for  the  stone.] 

Fusel  Oil  in  Phthisis. — [Dr.  Storer  of  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  has  used  the  fiisel  oil  in  the  treatment  of  the 
phthisical  patients  with  encouraging  success,  as  the  following 
cases,  reported  by  him  will  show.J 

Susan  Lynch,  aged  thirteen  years*  Ireland*  Entered 
hospital  Sept.  1st.  Some  dulness  observed  on  percussion 
over  rieht  scapula ;  well  marked  submucous  rale ;  bronchop* 
hony ;  dulness  on  percussion  under  right  clavicle ;  crackling 
and  pectoriloquv. 

^  Ordered  fusel  oil,  three  drops  in  a  drachm  of  wine,  to  be 
given  three  times  daily. 

Oct.  27.  Cough  lessened;  weighs  ten  pounds  more  than 
upon  entrance. 

Ann  Fereuson,  a^  twenty-two  jears ;  domestic ;  bom  in 
Ireland.  No  hereditary  predisposition  to  disease;  well  unCU 
three  and  a  half  vears  lierore  entering  hospital,  Aus.  13, 186S. 
After  a  day  of  bard  work  and  exposure,'  took  ccHd,  and  has 
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miffered  ftom  toagh  erer  since.  Had  haE^tnoptysis  two  and  a 
half  years  ago,  very  slight ;  and  again,  ahout  one  week  sincei 
raising  a  few  mouthfuls.  Cough  now  most  urgent  in  morn- 
ings. Has  chills,  heats,  and  night  sweats ;  has  lost  iSesh 
dnce  last  ^prins ;  expectorates  thick  yellow  matter. 

Aug.  13.  Duiness  on  percussion  beneath  right  scapula,  with 
faicreased  resonance  of  voice  and  muco-crepitous  rale.  Also 
mucocrepitous  rale  and  resonance  of  voice  below  right  clavi- 
cle; expectorates  a  thick  muco-purulent  matter,  a  portion  of 
which  IS  slightly  tinged  with  blood ;  nails  adunque ;  we'ghs 
102  pounds. 

Ordered  fusel  oil,  five  drops  in  a  drachm  of  wine,  three 
fifties  daily,  immediately  after  each  meal. 

Sept.  2.  Cough  has  diminished  since  taking  oil;  is  much 
more  comfortable;  experiences  no  inconvenience  from  cough. 

Oct.  8.  Weighed  yesterday  109  pounds,  having  gained  T 
pounds  since  entrance. 
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(To  Corre4pondents4 — We  have  reeeived  from  an  anony- 
mous  correspondent,  a  communication  signed  *^  Probe,'* 
making  inquiries  in  relation  to  the  propriety  of  certain  alleged 
acts  which  he  thinks  frequently  occur  m  the  profession.  We 
heartily  conaemn  the  practice  to  which  our  correspondent 
t^fbrs,  and  hope  he  has  been  misinformed.  As  to  the  com- 
tounicatioh  we  must  decline  publishing  it  until  the  author's 
pame  is  given.  And  we  will  now  remark,  on  that  subject, 
(hat  we  cannot  consent  to  publish  any  communication  until 
fhe  author's  ttame  is  entrusted  to  us.  It  is  not  essential  that 
the  name  be  published^  on  the  contrary,  there  can  be  no  ob- 
jection to  a  fictitious  signature,  but  it  is  always  proper  that 
the  Editors  should  be  in  possession  of  the  name  of  the  writer. 
When  **  Probe"  fUmishes  his  real  name,  his  communication 
shall  appear. 

Dr.  Marshall  Hall. — This  distiguished  English  physician, 
M  many  of  tmt  readers  knew,  is  now  on  a  tour  through  the 
United  States^  and  in  his  progress  westward,  honored  Cincin- 
mrti  with  a  visit,  and  remained  with  us  one  week.  During 
ttat  time  we  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  frequently,  and 


in  commmi  with  (he  profejssion  g^erally,  could  bnt  admire 
his  candor^  Mtiiplicity,  and  intelligence.  He  10  perfectly  en* 
thusiastic  in  his  profession;  and  although  now  sixty-'hree 
years  of  age,  and  having  entirely  given  up  all  medical  duties, 
still  manifests  the  most  lively  interest  in  everything  pertaining 
to  the  f>rogress  of  our  science,  and  is  ever  ready  with  a  happy 
suggestion  for  its  improvement.  The  physiology  and  patno- 
logy  of  the  nervous  system,  to  which  ne  has  devoted  so  much 
attention,  are  subjects  which  still  preeminently  occupy  his 
mind,  and  he  is  ever  ready  to  devote  time  to  patients  suffering 
from  nervous  diseases^  The  labors  of  Dr.  Halt,  although 
generally  acknowledged  by  the  profession,  have  not  received 
from  his  own  countrymen  that  marked  distinction  which 
their  great  merits  so  justly  deserve,  and  it  must  be  reserved  for 
posterity  to  render  that  just  reward  which  must  finally  be 
given.  It  affords  us  pleasure  to  know,  that  the  marked  respect 
with  which  he  was  everywhere  received  in  the  United  States, 
inspired  him  with  the  profoundest  gratitude,  and  made  him 
feel  that,  although  distant  from  his  native  shores,  he  was 
among  true  friends  and  ardent  admirers.     So  favorably  im« 

i}ressed,  indeed,  has  Dr.  Hall  became  with  this  country, 
hat  he  is  inclined  to  make  the  United   States  his  future 
home. 

We  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  ia  our  next  num- 
ber a  Clinical  teeture  on  EpUtpsy^  delivered  by  Dr.  Hall  at 
the  Commercial  Hospital,  during  his  visit  to  this  city. 

Pareira^s  Eltmtnts  of  Maitria  Mediea.-^lt  is  announced 
that  the  second  volume  of  Pareira's  work,  (which  was  \m^ 
complete  at  the  time,  of  his  deaths)  will  be  at  ranged  for  pub- 
lication during  the  ensuing  summer. 

American  Medieal  Boeiety  of  PaK«.*-"We  triinslate  th« 
following  from  the  Gazette  dee  HospiiauXy  of  March  24th : ' 

«  We  learn  that  the  Amencan  Medical  Society  continnei 
to  receive  a  large  number  of  new  members.  Twenty-five  or 
thirty  members,  and  a  number  of  visitors,  are  present  at  the 
weekly  re-UHionsj  which  gives  a  lively  interest  to  the  ori^nal 
dissertations  and  the  debates  to  which  they  oidinarily  give 
rise. 

•*  Dr.  W.  E.  Johnson  (of  Ohio)  has  recently  been  elected 
President  of  the  Society.'* 

Pb.  Paul  Dubois  has  been  appointed  accoucbeur  to  the 
Empress  of •  France«  >  '     :? 
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Drs.  Mott,  of  New  York,  and  Warren  of  Boston,  have 
been  elected  members  of  the  Academie  de  Medieitu  of  Paris. 

Cholera  in  Russia. — The  Gazette  des  Hospitaux  states  that 
on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  February  there  were,  at  St. 
Petersburg,  149  cases  under  treatment.  Daring  that  day  16 
new  cases  occurred,  of  which  9  were  cured  and  7  died. 

The  Societe  de  Pharmacies  at  Paris,  in  1849,  instituted  a 

Srize  of  4,000  franks,  to  be  given  to  the  person  who  should 
imish  the  best  substitute  for  Quinine.  Bussy,  Guibourt, 
Gaultier  de  Claubry,  Bouchardat,  Quevenne,  and  Brignet, 
were  Commissioned  to  decide  between  the  competitors  for 
this  prize,  and  have  reported,  that  eight  out  of  nine  substances 
proposed  to  them,  <<  were  of  no  importance." 

The  6th  essay  proposed  the  seeds  of  parsley  and  celery. 
This  remedy  the  Commission  found  to  be  important,  and 
used  the  following  language  in  relation  to  it : 

'^  The  Commissioners  have  submitted  the  remedy  proposed 
in  No.  6  to  various  distinguished  physicians  in  France  and  in 
the  French  army,  whereby  it  has  been  established  that  the 
parsley-seed  has  a  decided  power  against  fever,  although  its 
o{)eration  is  not  equal  to  that  of  quinine.  The  author  ob- 
tained a  sum  of  1,000  francs  as  a  reward  for  his  treatise. 

A  prize  is  now,  however,  offered  anew,  of  6,000  francs,  for 
a  treatise  which  shall  solve  the  problem  to  the  extent  that 
the  original  proposition  requires,  to  be  awarded  at  the  meeting 
of  1854.»» 

Extraordinary  case  of  Saccharine  Diabetes. — Dr.  Princke 
of  Baltimore,  reports,  m  the  Amer.  Jour,  of  Med.  Sciences, 
a  case  of  Saccharine  Diabetes,  that  on  one  day  passed  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-six  ounces  of  urine,  equivalent  to  fifty-six 
pints,  or  seven  gallons.  And  the  amount  of  sugar,  contained 
in  this  enormous  quanti^  of  fluid,  was  estimated  at  four 
pounds  ten  ounces. 

A  new  mode  of  reducing  Dislocation  of  the  Thumb. — By 
John  Dok,  M.  I).,  of  Cabot,  Vermont. 

'^  In  this  dislocation,  the  phalangeal  end  of  the  metacarpus 
projects  into  the  palmar  surface  of  the  hand,  forcing  itself 
Detween  and  through  the  flexor  muscles  of  the  thumb,  which 
form  a  loop  around  the  head  of  the  bone.  Extension  made 
i^n  the  tnumb  makes  this  loop  more  tense ;  and,  as  the 
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metacarpal  eixl  of  th^  first  phalanx  is  broad  and  considerably 
flattened  on  its  palmar  aspect,  it  must  be  apparent  at  once 
that  the  difficulty  of  reduction  is  directly  as  tne  amount  of 
extension.  There  is  ^od  reason  to  telieve  that  extension 
would  never  succeed  in  these  cases  without  rotation.    The 

{principal  indication  in  treatment  here,  is  to  relax  the  flexors 
brming  the  loop,  so  that  the  end  of  the  phalanx  can  be  push- 
ed forward  into  the  loop,  and  by  carrying  the  muscles  forward 
with  it  disensage  the  nead  of  the  metacarpds.  This  can  be 
done  in  the  following  manner : — 

Having  previously  warmed  the  hand,  if  cold,  in  warm 
water,  the  surgpeon  should  seat  himself  by  the  patient,  facing 
in  the  same  direction,  and  upon  the  same  side  with  the  in- 
jured thumb,  and  place  the  hand  upon  his  knee.  Tip  back 
the  thumb  upon  the  dorsum  of  the  metacarpus  to  more  than  a 
right  angle,  or  so  as  to  form  a  slightly  acute  angle  with 
the  latter  bone ;  place  both  index  fingers  against  the  ball  of 
the  thumb,  and  tne  ends  of  both  thumbs  against  the  dorsum 
of  the  disarticulated  end  of  the  phalanx ;  now  by  pushing 
forward  forcibly,  yet  steadily  against  the  phalangeal  bone 
with  both  thumbs.  Reduction  will  generauy  be  efiected  on 
the  first  trial,  and  almost  instantly.*' 

Erysipelas* — Collodion  appears  to  be  now  preferred  by 
many,  over  every  other  local  application,  but  in  some  cases 
its  contraction  causes  a  painful  degree  of  pressure  upon  the 
icAamed  parts.  To  obviate  this,  it  has  been  advised  to  mix 
two  parts  castor  oil  to  30  of  collodion,  which  gives  it  the 
requisite  softness  and  elasticity.  The  local  applications  used 
in  this  disease  are  numerous,  and  each  different  one  that  has 
been  suggested  has  its  advocates.  Probably  the  good  effects 
of  all,  are  mainly  due  to  a  common  quality — that  of  shielding 
the  surface  from  the  contact  of  the  atmosphere.  The  collo- 
dion answers  this  purpose  very  effectually,  but  solutions  of 
gutta  percha  and  shellac  scarcely  less  so.  A  coating  of  flour, 
or  powdered  starch,  as  in  the  treatment  of  bums,  affords 
sufficient  protection  in  many  cases,  which  is  increased  by  first 
washing  tne  skin  with  a  solution  of  glycerine.  The  white  of 
an  egg  is  scarcely  inferior  to  any  ot  these.  Of  the  stimula- 
ting Implications  we  have  found  LugoPs  Solution  of  Iodine 
the  most  usefiil.  To  prevent  the  spreading  of  the  disease,  it 
should  be  extended  for  a  small  space  upon  the  sound  skin. 
The  constitutional  treatment  of  erysipelas  is  not  less  varied 
than  the  local,  depending  mainly  upon  the  variable  character 


Ut  MiteMatiMU$. 

of  the  disesse  in  its  difierent  stage%  and  at  dilfereiit  times  and 
places*  It  ts  treated  botb  as  a  stheoie  and  an  asthenic  disease^ 
In  this  countiy,  and  particularly  in  the  South,  the  former 
character  is  more  likely  to  prevail,  requiring  depletion  and 
sedatives ;  while  in  iSurope,  and  particalarly  m  the  large 
cities,  the  disease  is  said  to  assume,  in  generu,  the  astheoio 
character,  indicating  the  use  of  tonic  remedies.  The  Bills 
of  Edinburgh  reoommended  the  chalybeate  treataent,  and 
they  are  sustained  by  Rankino,  who  succeeded  with  the 
muriated  tincture  of  iron,  in  doses  of  36  diopsy  i^er  wine^ 
ammonia,  quinine,  &c.,  had  failed.  He  states  it  as  his 
invariable  practice  in  this  disease,  to  lose  no  time  in  sustaining 
the  powers  of  the  patient  by  wine,  beef4ea,  and  ammonia ; 
the  local  applicatioos  bein^  nitrate  of  silver  and  flowr.  la 
this  region  it  is  a  rare  thing,  we  apprehend^  to  administev 
tonics  in  the  early  stage  of  the  disease. 

The  Viryima  M$dkal  and  Surgical  Journal. — The  first 
number  oi*  this  Journal  is  on  our  table.  It  is  edited  by  Q. 
A.  Otis,  M.  D.,  and  H.  L.  Thomas,  M.  D.,  of  Bichmondi 
Va.,  Published  monthly,  and  each  number  is  to  ooi^ain  eighty 
pages.  Price  five  dollars  i^  year.  Editorially,  it  will  bear  a 
favorable  comparison  with  the  best  of  our  exchanges.  Me- 
ohanicaJly,  its  execution  is  unexceptionable. 

SucqutCM  Method  of  Prenrvinfi  Bodies  in  Anaiomieal 
Imiituies. — Sucquet,  of  France,  received  a  miedal  at  the  ex- 
hibition in  London,  and  lately  a  premium  of  3000  francs  from 
the  Academy  in  Paris,  for  his  invention  to  preserve  corpses, 
and  to  prevent  infection  in  anatomical  institutes.  The  method, 
proving  to  be  a  good  one,  is  introduced  now  in  almost  all 
academics  or  anatomical  theatres  abroad.  The  liquid  injected 
into  the  bodies  is  prepared  as  follows:  Sulphurous  acids 
obtained  by  heating  sulphuric  acid  and  wood-raspings,  is 
passed  into  a  solution  ot  carbonate  of  soda  (of  22^  Baum4) 
until  all  carbonic  acid  is  expelled,  and  the  sulphurious  acid  is 
in  excess,  the  solution  has  84"  (Baum4,>  then  it  is  p  umd 
i^on  zinc  filings,  until  it  becomes  neutral.  (A  polished  iro^ 
dipped  into  it  and  then  exposed  to  the  air  for  some  time^ 
should  not  became  brown. j  Of  this  liquid,  about  one  gallon 
is  injected  through  one  of  the  arteries  ol  the  neck.  The  seo* 
tion  may  then  he  commenced  either  after  34  hours,  or  post* 
pbneU  for  20,  30,  and  even  40  days,  without  any  disadvantagp. 
Those  parts  which  are  already  sepacated  from,  the  Mtj  and 


moie  exposed  to  the  air,  are  imprecated  wrth  a  eoltitiem  of 
chloride  of  zinc,  a  precaution  which  is  likewise  to  be>ipplied 
lo  those  bodies  which  have  been  opened  before  being  injected 
with  Saoquet's  Kqnid.  In  these  cases,  (he  vessels  are  tied  up, 
to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  injection.  Sucquet's  liqatd  must 
be  applied  to  recently  dead  bodies,  beeaase  it  does  not  prevent 
patretactiim,  if  they  have  comtnenced  to  deeotnpose.  The 
mstrameats,  knives^  ete.^  are  not  mnch  acted  on  by  Sscquet^a 
liqoid,  and  are  therefore  easily  cleaned  again^  It  is  stated, 
too^  that  dissectioa-woonds  have  never  proved  fatal  when 
Sucquet's  liquid  has  been  nBed.^^PolytehniBckes  JouVf  Jan.^ 
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(,— In  Dablio,  Ireland,  on  the  aOth  Mairb,  ia  Iha  STlh 
years  of  his  age.  Dr.  Robbat  J*  Gbaves*  Dr»  O.  had  saf-' 
tared  recent^  Irom  attacks  of  gout,  but  bis  last  illness  invoiv-^^ 
ed  the  lungs.  He  bad  violent  paroxysms  of  cou^,  and 
finally  a  *^  purpuric  state  of  the  blood,''  acoompauied  by 
dropsy,  supervened. 

i)r.  Graves  justly  ranked  as  one  oi  tbe  naost  dtstingnished 
physicians  of  the  age,  and  bis  loss  will  be  deeply  regretted  by 
the  profession  ip  every  country*  "  . 

Diedj — In  Paris,  on  the  12th  of  March,  of  pneumonia,  M. 
Orfilla,  the  distii;guished  Chemist.  M.  OrfiUa  had  recently 
endured  much  mental  suftering  in  consequence  of  the  afflic- 
tion of  his  son,  who  was  epileptic,  and  confined  in  a  lunatic 
asylum  i  on  the  4th  of  March,  however,  he  lectured  to  a 
large  audience,  and  seemed  in  good  health.  He  was  speedily 
attacked  with  pneufnonia,  and  died  on  the  12th. 

« 

Died,— In  Tiffin,  O.,  on  the  Utfa  April,  Dr.  E:  Dhksbaoh, 
a  distingoished  ^ysician  of  that  place.  The  following  testi- 
monial of  respect,  adopted  by  the  physicians  with  whom  the 
deceased  associated,  justly  bear  testimony  to  his  high  pro- 
fessional and  social  merits. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Profession  of  Tiffin  City,  O., 
held  at  the  office  of  Dr.  J.  A.  McFabland,  on  the  evening 
of  April  the  16th,  1853,  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  regrets 
OQ  the  death  of  Dr.  £•  Daxsbaou,  late  of  this  place,  Dr.  J. 
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A.  MoFablanp  was  chosea  President^  and  Dr.  G.  Spbaoos 
Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Drs.  Kuhn,  Reeme  and  Russell  were  af^oint- 
ed  a  Committee  to  draft  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense 
of  the  meeting. 

The  foUowinff  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty  God,  to  remove  from 
among  us,  our  much  esteemed  friend,  Dr  £.  Dbksbach  ;  and 
whereas,  we,  his  professional  brethem,  deem  it  a  duty  incum- 
bent on  us,  to  nve  expression  to  our  sentiments,  in  relation  to 
this  afflicting  dispensation.    Therefore, 

Besolvedj  That  in  his  death,  the  Medical  Profession  ha« 
lost  one  of  its  most  devoted  and  useful  members, — a  close 
student,  a  rigid  observer  of  the  rules  of  professional  etiquette, 
and  an  uncompromising  enemy  to  quackery  in  all  its  forms, 
whether  in  or  out  of  the  regular  profession, — and  this  city,  and 
county,  a  most  generous,  kind,  warm  hearted  and  self-sacri- 
ficing citizen. 

Rtsohedy  That  the  professional  labors  of  the  deceased,  ex- 
tending as  they  have,  tnrough  a  period  of  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  and  crowned  as  they  have  been  with  extraordi- 
nary success,  deserve  to  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance 
by  thousands  of  this  community. 

Sesolvedj  That  we  heartily  sympathise  with  the  relatives 
of  the  deceased,  and  that  we  tendfer  to  them  the  expression  of 
our  sincere  condolence. 

Besohtdf  That  we  attend  the  funeral  to-morrow  afternoon 
in  a  body,  and  that  we  wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning  for 
the  period  of  thirty  days. 

itesolvedy  That  Doctors  Kuhn,  McFarland  and  Sprague  be 
a  Committee  to  prepare  a  Biography  of  the  late  Dr.  £.  Dres- 
bach,  and  publish  the  same  in  book  form  as  soon  as  ready. 

Resolvedf  That  these  proceedings  be  publiehed  in  the  three 
papers  of  this  City,  in  the  Western  Lancet^  the  Ohio  Journal 
oj  Medicine  and  Surgery ^  the  Western  Journal  ofMedidne^ 
and  in  the  Daily  papers  of  Sandusky  City. 

J.  A.  M'FARLAND,  Pre^t. 

G.  Spbaqux,  Ss^y. 
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Thk  Prktersionb  or  Hom(BObatiet9  to  the  confidence  of  the 
Profusion^  is  an  amusing  instance  of  supreme  absurdity.    We 
ace  constantly  called  upon  to  investigate^-io  txperimeiit — to  oast 
I  aaide  the  well-tried  principles  of  an  established  science,  and  sub- 

stitule  the  fanciful  theories  of  a  deluded  or  dishonest  adventurer* 
The  appeals  which  the  homcsopathists  thus  make  to  the  profuiitn 
are  repeated  to  the  people^  and  we  are  charged  with  ignorance  of 
the  principles  of  the  Hahnemannian  School,  and  an  obstinala 
refusal  to  experiment  with  their  remedies.  These  specious  appeah 
hare  their  effect,  and  many  doubtless  honestly  believe  that  the 
homooopathic  system  is  opposed  by  the  regular  profession  as*  a 
result  of  ignorance. 

The  American  Journal  of  Homaopathf  haa  assumed  a  high 
degree  of  mock  dignity  on  this  subject.  It  charges  the  Amerfcaa 
Medical  Association  with  dishonesty^  becauae  it  haa  not  appointed 
a  committee  to  experiment  on  the  subject  i*  The  sapient  editor 
thna  exposes  his  folly : 
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"There  was  a  time,  vrhen  we  thought  allopathists  honest  in 
their  opposilioo  to  HomoBopathy  ;  but  we  can  no  longer  throw 
around  iLem  this  cloak  of  charity;  and  for  this  reason — they  are 
Ignorant  of  that  they  oppose,  and  wilfully  so.    The  light  has  now 
been  shining  for  hall  a  century,  but  there  men  close  their  eyes  to 
it,  and  choose  darkness.    They  say  Homceopaihy  is  '*  quackery," 
and  yet  they  cannot  find  a  single  element  of  quackery  in  her. 
They  sny  it  is  *'  irregular  practice,"  and  yet  it  is  the  only  system 
which  can  lay  any  claim  wnatever  to  regularity,     'ihey  say  it  is  a 
^'fanciful  theory,"  while  it  is  no  theory  at  all.  They  say  all  mcnner 
of  evil  against  Homoopathy  and  her  practitioners  without  reason, 
which  shows  that  the  allopathic  school  is  in  a  desperate  state.  Our 
deliberate  opinion  is,  it  is  lost  beyond  Uie  hope  of  recovery.     The 
people,  perceiving  that  quackery  is  alone  to  be  found  in  that 
school,  are  renouncing  allopathy  in  every  part  of  our  country  ; 
which  fact  the  American   Medical  Association  knows,  but  it  has 
not  enough  of  the  love  of  truth,  nor  of  the  principle  of  honesty, 
Co  aay  so.    We  charge  that  this  association  is,  in  the  highest 
degree,  dishonest ;  that  it  is  staining  the  character  and  lessening 
the  reputation  of  medical  men." 

Doubtless  the  Homooopathists  of  New  York  felt  the  diminu(ivo> 
ness  of  their  own  profession,  when  they  beheld  the  august  assem- 
blage of  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  to  mitigate  their 
own  intolerablo  Ignorance  or  duplicity,  ventured  on  the  bold 
denunciation  of  this  brilliant  representation  of  tho  American  pro- 
fession ! 

We  are  denounced,  however,  because  we  do  not  experiment. 
What  is  human  life,  and  what  tho  duties  of  the  honest  and  con* 
•cientioui  physician  T  Is  the  one  so  insignificant  that  it  may 
become  the  plaything  of  every  theory  of  deluded  or  dishonest 
nan,  and  is  the  other  so  lost  to  the  dictates  of  humanity  as  to 
becomo  the  ready  instrument  of  such  a  nefarious  transaction  T 
Surely  not;  the  profession  would  not  stand  guiltless  if  seduced 
Into  such  a  wicked  and  barbarous  work,  even  though  lured  on  by 
the  blandishment  of  a  false  science,  and  urged  to  the  commission 
of  the  deed  by  the  ferocious  cry  of  dishohestt. 

The  experiments  performed  by  the  French  physiologists  on 
dumb  brutes  have  bean  denounced  by  many  as  cruel  and  unwar* 
rentable;  but  the  Homcaopathists  demand  that  human  beings 
ahall  become  victims,  in  order  to  test  their  absurd  and  contradic* 
lory  asservationa  I 

It  may  be  a  qoesttoo,  bowever.  bow  wo  are  expected  to  experi- 
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ment.  Some  desire  ub  to  turn  to  the  experiments  of  Hahnemann, 
anJ  test  the  effects  of  infinitesmal  doses  on  heahhy  persons ;  while 
others  expect  us  to  take  the  original  trials  as  the  basis  of  practice, 
and  apply  remedies  to  disease  accordingly.  It  is  quite  obvious 
that  the  question  could  not  be  settled  by  a  repetition  of  Hahne- 
mann's experiments,  for  if  they  failed  in  every  instance,  we  would 
simply  be  charged  with  inaccuracy.  The  only  method,  therefore^ 
to  txperimerU  is  to  test  the  remedies  as  proposed  by  Hahnemann 
in  the  cure  of  disease.  This  can  only  be  done  by  adhering  to 
some  authentic  book,  or  under  the  direction  of  o  Homcsopathic 
practitioner.  Now  who  is  prepared  for  tuch  a  trial  ?  Would  an 
hon€9t  man  thus  wontonly  trifle  with  the  life  of  a  patient  ?  And 
would  not  the  public  themselves  denounce  such  a  procedure  •• 
not  only  wrong,  but  positively  criminal  f 

On  this  principal  of  experimenting  to  test  the  truth  of  every 
proposed  theory,  no  matter  how  absurd,  we  imagine  the  life  of  a 
physician  would  be  little  else  then  one  continued  scene  of  desola- 
tion. Homoeopathy,  mesmerism,  spirit-rappings,  and  all  such 
fantastical  humbugs  must  each  be  tried,  and  then,  it  may  be,  we 
would  be  called  to  decide  the  identity  of  the  moon  and  green 
cheese  1  Suppose,  for  example,  we  wish  to  make  a  diagnosis—- 
send  for  a  spirit-rapper  or  elatrvoyant;  then,  search  through  the 
long  list  of  Homoeopathic  remedies,  note  five  hundred  symptoms^ 
and  give  the  decillionth  of  a  grain  of  chalk  1  That  would  be 
experimenting ;  but  we  would  rather  be  called  ignorant  and  dis- 
honest than  to  enter  on  such  a  work. 

Perhaps  we  can  make  the  subject  of  experiments  clearer  by 
quotations  from  Homoeopathic  books. 

Hernia  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  formidable  acci- 
dents which  the  surgeon  encounters.  Could  wo  believe  that  th^ 
little  globules  are  recommended  for  its  cure  T  So  it  is,  as  we  find 
in  "HulTs  Laurie.'*  *'  Even  strangulated  hernia,"  says  the  writer, 
"  is  capable  of  being  reduced  by  the  taxis  with  facility,  after  the 
employment  of  the  proper  rerredies,  particularly  aconite  and  nus 
f^m,^  and  the  operation,  which  is  always  more  or  less  dangerouf, 
tliereby  avoided.*' 

Again  :  **  When  the  case  has  been  neglected,  or  the  progress  of 
the  malady  already  advanced  so  far  on  reaching  the  patient,  that 
the  integuments  over  the  rupture  have  assumed  a  livid  hue,  and 
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there  is  reason  to  apprehend  the  invasion  of  grangrene,  the  patient 
may  yet  be  saved  by  the  administration  of  Licbesis  in  repeated 
doses;  if  no  relief  follow  in  the  space  of  about  two  hours*  arsbvi- 
CVM  may  be  tried." 

Hempel  says,  "  Aurum  cures  inguinal  hernia  of  little  children. 
(Two  doses  a  day.")  But  he  directs  cocuhis  when  there  are  tardy 
■tools,  canine  hunger,  cries  ;  opmtn  "  for  constipation  brought  on 
by  cold  and  causing  great  pain  in  the  region  of  the  hernia." 

Now  let  the  experimenter  come !  Surely  it  would  be  dishonesty 
in  the  extreme  not  to  test  such  a  brilliant  system  ! 

There  would  be  no  little  difficulty,  we  apprehend,  in  deciding 
on  the  dose  of  medicine,  even  were  we  reckless  enough  to  experi- 
ment. We  find  the  journal  above  alluded  to  inveighing  against 
what  it  calls  "  allopathy  mistaken  for  homceopathy."  It  is 
declared  that  many  homoeopaths  administer  the  ^'mother  tinctures" 
in  drop  doses,  and  the  triturations  in  grain  doses.  These,  it  is 
true,  are  not  very  large  doses,  but  they  appear  frightfully  gigantic  to 
eyes  Homceopathic.  Nothing  but  the  high  dilutions  and  tritura- 
tions will  do  for  this  orthodox  Hahnemannian.  Bnt  in  opposition 
to  this  refined  dosing,  we  find  Laurie  recom]p:iending  a  "  saturated 
•olution  of  camphor,^'  (one  part  of  camphor  to  twenty  of  spirits 
of  wine,)  in  doses  of  one  or  two  drops  every  five  minutes ;  and 
Hempel,  still  more  daring,  proposes /v«  drops  every  five  minutes, 
or  one  drachm  in  an  hour,  in  cholera. 

Now  amidst  all  this  confusion  we  can  recognise  nothing  so 
clearly  as  gross  empiricism,  cunningly  disguised  by  a  multitude 
of  technicalities,  and  recommended  to  the  credulity  of  the  people 
by  its  exquisite  mystery. 

No,  sir,  we  will  not  risk  the  lives  of  our  patients  by  experlmentr 
ing  with  such  an  obviously  false  system.  There  are  some  things  on 
which  the  word /obeAoodF  ia  indelibly  written,  and  HomoeopaUiyif  / 
one  of  them*  :,/ 
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(Original  (Bmnr\s,  Xn\mts^€mmmm\mB. 

A  Clinical  Lecture  on  Efilevsy ;  delivered  at  the  Com- 
mercial Hospitalj  Cincinnatiy  April  9th^  1853.  By  Mar- 
shall Hall,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  etc.  Reported  by  L.  M. 
Lawson,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  having  been  invited  to  examine 
several  cases  of  Epilepsy,  at  the  Commercial  Hospital,  com- 
piled with  the  re(]|ue8t,  and  in  the  presence  of  a  considerable 
number  of  physicians  and  students,  very  carefully  and  satis- 
factorily investigated  three  cases. 

The  first  case  was  a  young  man,  aged  26,  who  had  been 
affected  with  Epileptic  fits,  at  irregular  intervals,  for  a  period 
of  nine  months.  They  usually  recurred  without  any  oovious 
exciting  cause,  about  once  in  three  weeks.  The  patient  had 
formerly  been  a  dairyman,  and  attributed  the  disease  to  the 
frequent  draughts  of  new  milk  which  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
taking  at  different  periods  through  the  day,  to  the  extent  of  a 

{>int  at  a  time.  His  previous  health  had  been  good.  The  fit 
asts  from  ten  to  thirty  minutes,  after  which  he  revives,  bat 
appears  exhausted  and  imbecile  for  some  hours.  He  makes 
some  noise  during  the  attack,  does  not  froth  at  the  mouth  nor 
bite  his  tongue,  nor  is  there  any  great  lividity  of  countenance. 
This  was  regarded  as  a  comparatively  mild  form  of  the 


The  second  case  was  a  female,  aged  26,  who  attributes  the 
disease  to  mental  excitement  consequent  upon  the  birth  of  an 
illegitimate  child.  The  disease  seems  to  have  arisen  from 
mental  causes,  and  the  attacks  are  liable  to  recur  whenever 
the  becomes  angry  or  otherwise  agitated  in  mind.  The  fits 
are  extremely  irregular,  both  as  it  regards  recurrence  and 
intensity.  At  times  she  escapes  for  two  or  three  nsonths,  and 
again  is  liable  to  an  attack  wnenever  she  becomes  mentally 
excited.  In  some  instances  they  are  very  severe;  but  there 
is  not  complete  closure  of  the  glottis  at  any  time.  After  the 
severe  attacks,  she  remains  more  or  less  maniacal  for  several 
days.  The  general  health  is  impaired,  with  a  weak  action 
ef  the  heart,  but  no  organic  disease  of  that  orfl;an.  Her 
physical  powers  are  much  impaired,  and  the  mind  evidently 
greatly  weakened. 

The  third  case  was  more  ajK^ravated  than  the  first.  The 
patient  was  a  German,  aged  21,  who  had  suffered  for  about 
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four  years.  His  mind  seemed  much  impaired,  and  no  accu- 
rate history  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  disease  could  be 
obtained.  His  (its  recur  once  in  three  or  four  weeks,  or  oflener 
if  he  becomes  constipated.  The  fits  are  very  violent,  but  it 
appears  that  laryngismus  is  not  completely  developed;  he 
froths  at  the  mouth,  has  stertorous  breathing,  and  remains  in- 
sensible after  the  convulsion  ceases,  for  a  period  varying  from 
a  half  to  five  or  six  hours.    He  does  not  oite  his  tongue. 

Dr.  Hall  directed  his  attention  particularly  to  the  existence 
of  laryngismus^  and,  after  a  careful  examination,  he  reached 
the  conclusion  that  the  spasm  of  the  glottis  was  not  complete 
in  either  case.  In  relation  to  the  above  cases,  and  enilepsy 
in  general,  Dr.  Hall  submitted,  in  substance,  the  following 
remarks : — 

Gentlembn: — I  always  feel  confident  of  the  result  when 
I  can  have  the  opportunity,  which  I  enjoy  this  day,  of 
examining  a  patient  or  patients  afilicted  with  epilepsy,  in  the 
very  presence  of  my  auditory.  It  is  then  not  /  who  gives 
the  lecture  but  the  patient,  whose  very  expressions  are  worthy 
of  notice.  My  interrogations  will  be,  not  of  a  leading  cha- 
racter, but  merely  sugge^ive,  and  yours  will  b^the  office  of 
judge. 

The  first  patient  being  introduced,  I  shall  ask  him :— How 
long  is  it  since  your  first  attack  of  epilepsy?  This  question 
gives  us  a  measure  of  the  inveteracy  of  the  malady.  I  need 
scarely  remark  that  the  difficulty  in  the  cure,  or  rather  the 
treatment,  is  proportional  to  the  previous  duration.  If  the 
cause  be  of  hereditary  origin,  if  it  have  followed  convulsiona 
in  infancy,  if  it  have  already  subsisted  many  years,  a  long 
and  systematic  course  of  treatment  must  be  required  to 
mitigate  its  symptoms.  I  next  ask : — What  do  you  tnink  was 
the  first  exciting  cause  of  your  malady,  or  the  exciting  causes 
of  subsequent  attacks?  Has  it  arisen  from  any  affliction  of 
mind?  Or  excess  of  any  kind,  especially  sexual?  Does  it 
come  on  especially  during  sleep  ?  Or  has  it  been  induced  by 
errors  in  diet,  or  by  disorder  of  the  bowels?  Or  does  it 
return  at  catamenial  periods? 

In  the  first  patient  examined,  it  seems  that  milk  had  been 
an  exciting  cause  of  attack,  and  I  nee^  scarcely  say  that  ^pini 
of  milk,  (the  quantity  drank  at  a  time  by  the  patient,)  swal- 
lowed nearly  at  a  draught  would  prove  a  very  solid  meal  in 
the  stomach,  unmisticated,  and  unmin^led  with  the  saliva, 
and  with  the  bubbles  of  atmospheric  air  which  are  usually 
swallowed  with  solid  food.     We  must  take  the  fact  or  fact 
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as  we  find  them,  listening; to  the  patients  Btalement  without 
bias. 

I  next  ask — What  warning  sign  of  an  approaching  attack 
do  you  experience?  And  if  there  be  such  a  warning  voice, 
I  propose  energetic  modes  of  treatment  as  preventives  of 
the  threatened  attack.  An  ample  dose,  as  Bi  or  3ss  of  hu 
carbonate  of  potass,  with  or  without  an  ample  dose  of  ipeca- 
cuanha, or  rhubarb,  is,  I  think,  amongst  the  most  efficacious 
of  our  preventive  remedies. 

I  next  inquire,  not  of  the  patient,  but  of  those  who  have 
been  by-standers: — What  are  the  appearances  of  the  patient 
as  the  attack  comes  on  and  proceeds  to  its  climax?  Usually 
the  eyes  and  head  are  fixed.  So,  it  appears,  it  is  in  our  first 
patient.  The  head  is  sometimes  not  only  fixed  but  turned  ri- 
gidly to  one  side  ;  there  is  torticollis.  This  fixed  or  controlled 
state  of  the  head  is  effected  by  the  action  of  the  muscles  of 
the  neck,  hence  I  have  designated  the  afiection  irachcHsmvs, 
It  is  merely  the  expression  of  an  obvious  fact.  Wilh  this 
State  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck  there  is  compression  of  the 
large  veins  of  the  part,  whence  flushing  and  tumefaction  of 
the  face  and  neck,  tne  latter  of  which  is  sometimes  ancrmenfed 
an  inch  to  an  inch  and  a  half  in  circumference.  With  this 
augmented  external  congestion  of  the  face  and  neck,  there  if, 
of  course,  augmented  internal  congestion  of  the  cerebrum, 
of  the  medulla  oblongata,  etc.  These,  too,  are  obvious  facts. 
But  from  these  facts  stupor  and  convulsions  proceed,  and^ 
indeed,  all  the  phenomena  of  this  form  of  epilepsy,  that  is, 
of  Epilepsia  trachelea. 

But  now  I  ask  another  question : — Is  there  any  strvggh 
for  breath  in  the  throat 9  any  closure  of  the  larynx?  any 
laryngismus? 

In  our  first  patient,  the  case  seems  not  to  involve  laryngis- 
mus. These  are  the  symptoms  which  I  have  noticed, — ^the 
bitten  tongue,  insensibility,  etc.,  Lut  the  dinst  form  of  Epi- 
lepsy is  not  yet. 

When  there  is  laryngismus,  with,  as  is  usual,  violent 
respiratory,  or  rather  expiratory  efibrts,  then  are  also  the 
direst  forms  of  purpurescence  and  tumefaction  of  the  face, 
neck,  tongue;  of  stipor,  of  convulsions;  and,  following 
these,  coma,  delirium,  or  perhaps  mania,  loss  of  memory  or 
intellect,  etc. 

Our  second  patient  refers  her  attack  to  mental  emotion 
attendant  on  her  bearing  an  illegitimate  child.  Since  that 
time  she  has  suffered  from  epileptic  seizures,  which  have 
obviously  obscured  her  faculties,  and  shattered  her  frame  1 
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The  attacks  are  attended  by  laiTngismas  and  its  effects,  and 
are  followed  by  stupor,  temporary  mania,  and  a  tendency  to 
snicide. 

Now,  gentlemen,  it  is  obvious  that  laryngismus  is  disarmed, 
as  it  were,  of  its  terrors,  by  the  operation  of  tracheotomy. 
I  strongly  urge  the  trial,  therefore,  of  this' treasure,  not  id 
epilepsy  in  general  terms,  but  of  that  form  ejliiepsy  which 
I  doaignate  as  Epilepsia  larynqta.  .  \ 

The  epilepsia  laryngea  ia  the  most  formidabW  form  of  the 
disease,  and  is  followed  by  the  most  formidable  efTecta. 
Under  the  influence  of  tracheotomy,  it  cesses  to  be  the 
epilepsia  laryngea ;  it  is  reduced  to  another  or  abortive  form ; 
and  lU>formidable  effects  are  obviated  1 

I-  beg  you,  gentlemen,  to  reflect  well  on  (1iese_/arf/,  for 
facta  they  areT  Shall  we  not  when  we  see  l4teUe(^,')imb, 
life  even,  tn  danger,  endeavor  to  arrest  such  canmitif^'iren 
admitting  that  we  can  do  no  more  ?  But  this  is  not  allriliat 
can  be  accomplished,  even  with  the  direst  forms.  Epi^psy 
may  be  removed  altogether,  wearing  away  the  sj^sceptiOmty  to 
attacks ;  or  at  least  we  obtain  time  for  other  remedies/  - 

I  do  not  recommeDd  tracheotomy  in  any  of  these  c4se*  we 
have  seen  to-day,  but  there  arises  a  question  whethef  \i  should 
not  be  adopted  in  the  last  case.  The  mind  is  going.  Jnstitute 
tracheotomy,  administer  the  strychnia,  improve  and  remilate.  - 
the  diet  and  bowels,  and  this  poor  creature  may  happily  be 
saved  from  idiocy  and  imbecility  1 

I  fear,  gentlemen,  to  weary  your  patience,  biR  I  ntnst  add 
one  remark:  Epilepsy  sometimes  occurs 
its  effects  are  tnen  misunderstood ;  mat 
may  be  homicidal  or  infantictdal ;  crim 
and  the  poor  patient  may  suffer  the  extre 
bicaute  there  has  been  a  hidden  St  of  e 

But  this  event  is.jnost  apt  to  occui 
and  especially  in  the  event  of  giving  bi 
child,  with  all  the  affliction  and  torturi 
event.  The  puerperal  mania  may  be  i 
for  detection ;  ana  the  miserable  crea 
infanticide  and  pays  the  penalty  of  the 
her  life.  Surely  such  an  event  will  h' 
impossible  by  the  speedy  abrogation  ol 
darV  age  I  '  > 

But  I  must  conclude.     Read  and  study  this  RJmr'  every 

■  Bm  Dr.  Hall'a  Tatde  on  Uie  PbTtioIogy  of  EpfiCiwj,  «libA*  1^  daw  of 
tUrnkMoM.  ^ 
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word  of  which  is  full  of  fact  and  of  important  troth.  Let  it 
remain  in  your  libraiy  for  consultation.  And  when  the  seas 
again  divide  us,  let  it  be  as  a  remembrancer  of  one  who  has 
long  been  attached  in  a  peculiar  manner  to  our  profession,  its 
scientific  character,  and  its  pure  and  benevolent  objects. 
Amidst  much  malignant  calumny  I  have  pursued  my  laborious 
career  in  another  country.  But  I  have  my  ample  reward  in 
the  warm  greeting  and  welcome  which  have  attended  me 
since  I  have  arrived  in  yours.  Every  good  attend  you  and 
your  noble  and  liberal  institutions ! 

Excuse  me,  gentlemen,  if  I  have  unconsciously  spoken 
with  ardor  and  enthusiasm  of  my  recent  labors.  1  do  trust 
that  an  important  step  is  being  taken  in  regard  to  our  know- 
ledge of  epilepsy  and  certain  congeneric  maladies,  infantile 
andpuerperal  convulsion,  apoplexy,  paralysis,  mania, demen- 
tia, etc. ;  for  our  view  of  these  ^eat  subjects  ought  to  be 
expansive ;  and  I  have  spoked  with  the  enthusiasm  which  I 
have  felt.  Besides,  I  perceived  that  I  was  addressing  the  kind 
and  generous  hearted,  and  1  could  use  no  reserve.  ' 

[Since  the  departure  of  Dr.  Hall  from  Cincinnati,  we  have 
received  from  him  the  following  statement,  which  may  very 
properly  form  an  appendix  to  the  preceding  lecture.  It  will 
De  seen  that  it  relates  to  an  epileptic  patient  who  had  been 
subjected  to  tracheotomy.  The  seizure  detailed  was  doubt- 
less rendered  brief,  or  interrupted,  by  (he  tracheal  tube.-^ 
Rkpokteb.] 

'*  I  saw  Poole  on  Saturday  last,  and  was  fortunate  enoogh 
to  fDiiness  a  fit  from  its  beginning  to  its  close.  It  was  very 
interesting.  The  tube  was  quite  patent.  The  fit  commenced 
by  torticollis  and  turning  of  the  eyes,  with  general  tonic 
spasm,  marked  in  the  arms  and  neck.  He  was  insensible  and 
fell ;  the  face  became  very  dark,  and  no  respiratory  movement 
was  either  visible  or  audible  for  nearly  a  minute.  The  mus- 
cles then  became  slightly  relaxed,  passing  into  a  state  of  clonic 
spasm;  and  there  was  immediately  the  sound  of  catching 
respiration  through  the  tracheal  tube.  In  three  minutes  he 
stood  up  and  spoke,  and  in  two  or  three  more  he  was  cleaning 
the  tube  I  It  was  an  interesting  exhibition  of  what  trache- 
otomy can  do ;  the  moment  there  was  an  attempt  at  respira- 
tory  movement,  the  air  not  coming  in  contact  with  a  closed 
larynx;  no  coma.  This  is  one  of  the  severest  attacks  since 
the  operation,  and  this  is  a  man  whose  life  was  a  succession 
of  fits  before,  the  coma  of  one  lasting  till  another  supervened.'* 
Extract  from  a  letter  from  Dr.  J.  Russel  Beynokb,  London. 
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A  new  Compound  Antidote  in  doubtful  cases  of  Poisoning. 
By  Charles  W.  Wriqht,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Medical 
Chemistry  in  the  Cincinnati  Sanimer  School  of  Medicine. 

The  diagnosis  of  a  poison  by  the  symptoms  and  history  of 
a  case  is^  in  many  instances,  made  out  with  difficulty,  and 
sometimes  not  at  all ;  and  as  the  delay  necessarily  attendant 
on  a  chemical  examination,  is  always  dangerous,  and  occa* 
sionally  fatal,  it  has  ever  been  a  great  desideratum  to  possess 
some  general  antidote  or  counter-poison. 

The  following  mixture,  it  is  oelieved,  will  neutralize  a 
greater  number  of  poisons  than  any  hitherto  proposed,  and 
will  be  found  of  great  benefit  in  anomalous  cases,  or  where 
the  physician  is  in  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the  poison  that 
has  been  taken.  Equal  parts  of  olive  oil  and  milk,  ia  which 
has  been  incorporated  about  a  table-spoonful  of  the  gelatinous 
hydrate  of  magnesia,  for  each  dose.  When  milk  cannot  be 
obtained  the  white  of  egg,  or  flour  and  water,  may  be  sub- 
stituted. The  quantity  of  oil  and  albun.inous  matter  given 
at  each  dose,  will  depend  upon  the  severity  of  the  symptoms, 
etc.  The  dose  is  to  be  repeated  every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes, 
or  ofiener  if  there  be  vomiting,  until  relief  is  experienced,  or 
the  offending  matter  is  dislodged.  A  mustard  emetic  will  be 
found  preferable  to  any  other  where  this  an'.idot^  is  employed. 
The  hydrate  of  magnesia  may  be  obtained  by  precipitation 
from  the  sulphate,  by  the  addition  of  a  caustic  alkali. 

The  following  table  contains  a  list  cf  the  principal  poisons 
in  which  this  antidote  is  efficient,  together  with  the  reaction 
that  occurs,  expressed  in  symbols. 

TABLE  OF  POISONS  AND  ANTIDOTES. 


ACIDS.  < 


POISOSS. 

'Solphuric, 
Sulpliindigotic 
Niirict 
Chromicy 
Oxy.   I  Phosphoric, 
Acids.  ^  Arsenious, 
Arsenic, 
Oxalic, 
Ciiric, 
Tartsric, 
,  Acetic, 


AHTIOOTSS* 


Rationale. 
80,  as  the  iypo. 

MgOHO+SO,^ 
M«OSO,+UO. 


ric,  I 


Saiionale. 


Hyd'  {  Hydrochloric,  }  HCI  as  the  type. 
C  racids  LHydrofluoric,  J  MgOHO+HClaMgCI+2HO 


iSi 


Wuam  oil  Toiiom. 


'\  Sationakm 

i  KO  and  Okine  as  the  type. 


fPotasaa. 

A&KALflis*  \  Soda,  g  —  —  - — —    .r«    . 

Umwonia,     J  Glyc01c+K0=K001c+Glyc. 

Rationale. 


HALOID 
SALTS. 


Bichloride  of  mercury,  ^  HgCl,  at  the  type. 

UAlb+2H0+HgCl, 


Chloride  of  copper 


Chloride  of  Zinc, 

tin. 


r  Sulphate  of  copper 
iron, 


<HCT. 
■4ATS, 


HgO»2 

Alb+2Aib]SCi. 

JEationale^ 
ZnGl  as  the  type. 
MgOHO+ZnCl=MgCl+ZnO 
HO. 

IRatianah. 
CoOSO,  as  the  type. 
2Alb+CuOSO,  =;OuO  Alb+ 
AlbSO.. 
NiUate  of  mercury,      ")  Rationale. 

iron,  HgONO,  as  the  type, 

copper.      1 2Alb-f  HgOKO.  =HgOAlb+ 
silver,        f         AlbNO,. 
bismuth,    J 
Arsenite  of  Potassa,    S  RatianaJe. 

soda,         I  KOAsO,  as  the  type, 
copper,      lMgOHO^KOAsO,= 
^^         (  Mg0AsO,4.K0H0. 

Bitartrate  of  potash,       KOHOTrc+MeOHO^KOMg 

\  Ratianak. 

BlnoxiUte  of  pot«h. j  KO«gjH;|Mg)HO«2MgO 

^  Rationale. 

Tartarized  Antimony,  \  KOSbO,Trc+MgOHO=KOKg 

J  OTrc+SbO,+HO, 


Acetate  of  copper. 
Lactate  of  copper. 
Acetate  of  sine. 
Lactate  of  zinc, 


Rationale. 
CuOAc  as  the  type. 
GuOAc+2Alb=>CuOAlb+Alb 
Ac. 


The  foregoing  symbolical  expression  of  the  reactions  that 
occur  between  the  poison  and  the  antidote,  do  not  give  all 
the  changes  that  Uke  place  on  bringing  these  substances  to- 
gether, but  it  is  hoped  they  will  be  sufficient  to  convey  a 
tolerably  correct  idea  of  the  modus  operandi  of  the  antidote. 

The  majority  ot  poisons,  together  with  the  modus  operai^ 
di  of  the  various  antidotes,  expressed  in  symbols,  is  contained 
in  the  following  Uble.  which  will  be  of  great  advantage  m 
enabling  the  student  to  comprehend  the  manner  in  which  an- 
tidotes counteract  the  influence  of  poisonous  agents. 
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in  the  following  table  which  will  be  of  great  advantage  in  en^ 
abling  the  student  to  comprehend  the  manner  in  which  anti- 
dotes counteract  the  influence  of  poisonous  agents. 


ACIDS. 


poisoirs. 
Acetic, 

Arsenic, 

Arsenious, 

Boracic, 

Citric, 

Hydrofluoric, 


ARTIDOTaS. 

Carbonate  of  soda, 
Hydrate  of  magnesia. 
Hydrate  of  magnesia,* 
Carbonate  of  soda, 
Carbonate  of  Soda. 
Carbonate  of  soda. 


RATIONALES. 

NaOCO,     Ac=,NaOAe 

CO.. 
SMgOHO-f-AsG,  =r3M^0, 

AsO.+3HO. 
MgOHO+A80,=MgO, 

AsOj+HG. 
NaOCO,+2BO,=NaO 

2B0,+C0,. 

8NaOCO,-}-C:=8NaO,tC 
4.3CO, . 

NaOCO,+HF=NaF+HO 
+00. 


*0n  the  hydrated  prozide  of  iron. 

ACIDS. 


POIS02C8« 


AHTIDOTBS. 


RATIOITALKS. 


Hydrochioric,ICarbonato  of  soda. 


Nitric, 

Oxalic, 

Phosphoric, 

Sulphuric, 
Tartaric, 


Carbonate  of  soda. 

Carbonate  of  lime. 
Carbonate  of  soda. 

Carbonate  of  soda. 

Carbonate  of  soda. 


NaOCO,+HCl=NaCl+HO-|. 

CO,. 
NaOCO,+NO.=NaONO,+ 

CO,. 
CaOCO+,Ox=CaOOx+CO.. 
NaOCO,+PO.  =:NaOPO.  =0 

0,. 
NaOCO,4-SO,=NaOSO,+C 

2NaOc6a-f-Trcs=2NaO,Trc-)- 
I2OO,. 


ALKALIES. 


roisoHS 
Ammonia, 
Potassa, 


AHTIDOTKS. 


RATIOIIALBS* 


Oils,  or  weak  acids. 
Oils,  or  weak  acids. 
Oils,  or  weak  acids. 


NH,nO+01c=Nri,Olc+HO. 

K0H0+Ar=KOAc+HO. 

NaOUO+01c=Na001c+HO. 


ALKALINE  EARTHS. 


roisoHs. 
Baryta, 
Lime. 
Sirontia 


AHTIDOTKS. 


RATtOMALES. 


Sulphate  of  soda.    |Ba0+Na0S0,sBa0S0,+Naa 
Oils,  or  weak  acids.  CaO+OlcsCaOOlc. 
Oils,  or  weak  acids.lSr0+0l€aSi001c. 
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POI80H8. 


Alum, 


SALTS. 

AVTIDOTSa. 

Carbonate  of  Soda^ 


aATIONALEf. 


KOSO,  Al,  0,  3SO,+3NaO 
C0,=3Na0S03+K0 
S0,+A,103+C0,. 
Ammonia  oilOafbonate  of  Lime,       NH4  00x-}--CaOC02  =>,€!« 
alate  of,  OOx+NH.OCO.. 

Hydtate  of  Magneaia.   SbCl,+8M&0=8Mg€i-HS 

bO„ 


Antimony, 
chloride  of. 
Antimony, 
tartrate  of, 
and  poiaasa 


Baurim, 
eklofida  0(9 
Baryta,  carb 
onate  of. 


Taniik  acid^ 


Sulphate  af  Soda. 
Sulphate  of  Soda  and 


vinegar. 


Baryta^  ni 

trate  of. 
Bismuth, 
Bubnitratel  of. 
Copper,  acei- 

tate  of^ 
Copper. 
Arsenite  of 
Copper, 
Carbonate  o{ 
Copper, 
Lactate  of 
Copper, 
Nitrate  of 
Copper, 
Ozchloride 

of 
Copper, 
Sulphate  of 
Gold,  Ter. 
Chloride  of 
laon,  Nitf  alA 

of 
Iron,  Sul-      . 

phate  of    / 


Sulphate  of  Soda^ 
Garbooaie  of  Soda. 


Albuniinieus   aubaton* 

COS. 

Hydrate  of  Magnesia, 
or  the  Peroxide  of  Iron. 
Albumen. 

Albumen. 

Albumen. 

Albumen. 


KOSb03Trc+3Qt=SbO,3 
Qt+KOHOTrc.   Cream  of 
tarter  being  left  in  aolutioa 
from  which  the  equivalent 
of  water  is  obtained. 

BaCl-f  NaOSO,  =NaCl+ 
BaOSO,. 

First  reaction. — BaOCO,+ 
AcrsBaOAcCO,.        Se- 
cond reaction.    NaOSO. 

4-BaOAc=BaOS03+Na 
OAc. 

BaONO.  +NaOS03  =BaOS 

O.-l-NaONO,. 
3BiO.NO.  +NaOCO,  =:Na 

GNO^+sBiO-fCO,. 
2A1  b+  CuOAc=  CuO  Alb4- 

AlbAc. 
CuOAs03+MgOHO=r 
OuGHO+MgOAsO, 
AIb+Cu6C0,=  CuOAlb+ 

CO.. 
2Alb  +  CuOLc  =CuOAlb+ 

AlbLc. 
<3uONO,+2Alb  =  CuOAIb 

+AlbNO-. 
'CuCl3Cu04-H0+«Alb*  4 

CuOAlb+AlbHCl. 


Albumela. 
Magnesia. 
CubMUle  of  8oi*. 
Oaibouilo  «f  So4«. 


^Alb+CuOSO,  =  CoOAlb 

4-AIbSO,. 
4MgO+ AuCl, = 8MgCl-|-M 

kOAbO.. 
Fe0N0,4.N80C0,= NbO 

NO.+F'sOCO,. 
.FeOSO,  -{-NaOCO,  »  NaOS 
I        0,+FoOCO,. 


Wvsam  M  Poii^m. 


fonovs* 

Iron,  Seqm 
Chloride  of 

Lead,  Ace- 
tate of 

Lead,  Car- 
bonate of 


Lead,    Chlo- 


SALTS. 
Caiboaate  of  Soda. 


aATIOKALBS. 


Sulphate  pf  Magaesia. 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, 
and  vinegar. 


Pe,Cl3+8NaOCO,=  SNaCl 

+Fe,0,4.3C0.. 
PbOAc  +  MgOSO,  ;^  Pb03 

Oa+MgOAc. 
First  reaction— PbO  CO,  4-Ac 
PbOAc+CO^.      Second 
reaction.       PbOAc+MgO 
SO,=PbOS03+MgOAc. 
PbCl+MgOSOa  ==PW)SO^ 


ndeof  (        jlMgCl 

Lead,  Nitrate  Salf  hate  of  Magne«ia.|pbONO,+MgOSO«  «  Pb08 
'^^         '  O^+kjONO.f 

BK<Jl«+2H0+4Albc3i  B«0U 

2Alb^2JdbEGl 
HgONO.+SAUEi^HgOAlb^ 

AlbiNO,. 
flgO  J  2N0r+4Alb=»aAlbN 

0.+HgO,2Alb. 
Hg0S0,4.2Alh^Hg0Alb+ 

HgO,  2S0, +4  Alb=2  AlbSO. 

4-HgO,2Alb. 
KOCO;,  +Ac=CO,  +KOAC 


of 
Mercury,  Bi- 
chloride oi 
Ifercurjripro 
lo-JNiirate  d 
Mercury,  per 
Nitrale  of 
Mercury^pro 
toSuIphate  of 
Mercury,  per 
Sulphate  of 
Potassa  Car- 
bonate of 
Silver,   Ni- 
trate of 
Tin,  Bichlo* 

ride  of, 
Zinc,  acetate 

of. 
Zinc,  Chlo- 
ride of 
Zinc,  Lactate 

of 
Zinc,  sul- 
phate of, 


Albamen. 
Aibnnen. 
Albumeo* 
Albumen- 
Albumen. 
Vinegar  or  oils. 


Chloride  of  Sodium,  lAgONO,4.NaCl=NaONO. 

4-AgOl. 
Magnesia,  or  Albu-  SnCl,+2H04-2Alb«AlbBir 

O^-fSAtbHOL 
ZnOAc+NaOCO,  «iZM> 

eO,+NaOAc. 
2AGl+NaOC0,  =ZnOGO, 
+NaCl.  ■ 

ZnOLc+NaOCO.  =:enO 

CO,+NaOLc. 
{;ilOSq.+NaOCO,»2bi  I 
^   OCO,+NeOSO,. 


men. 
Carbonate  of  Soda. 

Carbonate  of  Soda. 

Carbonate  of  soda. 

Garbooa^  of  Soda. 


rOIiOKB. 

'VTOBiine, 
Iodine, 


I 


ELEMENrART  POISONS. 

AHTIDOTBI.  KATIOtrALBt. 

ActMta  «f  LMd.        |PbOAi4-Bi9PbJBr4>04-A«. 


poo 
Pbosphonis* 


Wriobt  on 
No  antidote  known. 


The  poleonons  action  of  phos- 
phorus  may  be  doe  to  the 
development  of  ozone,  if  lo 
the  alkaline  sulphites  wonld 
be  the  antidote.* 
In  the  preceding  table  all  of  the  antidotes  are  not  given, 
those  only  that  are  most  efficient  being  enumerated.  In  most 
eases  of  poisoning  by  the  mineral  acids,  the  carbonate  of 
•oda  is  to  be.  preferred  to  the  calcined  magnesia  or  the  car- 
bonate, on  account  of  the  great  bulk  and  insolubility  of  the 
latter.  The  hydrate  of  magnesia  is  not  Table  to  the  same 
objection. 

in  cases  of  emergency  the  j^hysician  must  bear  in  mind 
his  resources.  ^  Thus,  in  poisoning  with  the  acids,  an  antidote 
will  be  found  in  the  following  sul^tancea, — Lime  in  solution, 
luid  its  carbonate,  magnesia  and  its  ca*  bonate,  soaps,  carbo- 
nate of  soda.  In  poisoning  with  the  alkaline  bases,  thi  weak 
acids,  as  vinegar,  citric,  and  tartaric  acids,  and  all  oilv  and 
fatty  substances.  The  albuminous  or  proteine  forms  or  mat- 
ter are  found  in  a  great  number  of  substances,  as,  for  example, 
in  milk,  white  of  egg,  blood,  flour,  meal,  potatoes,  etc.,  etc 
The  accompanying  table  contains  a  list  of  the  most  com- 
mon poisonous  substances  that  are  not  counteracted  by  the 
direct  chemical  action  of  an  antidote,  and  the  poisonous  in- 
fluence which  is  to  be  treated  on  general  principles,  as,  by  the 
administration  of  emetics,  the  use  of  the  stomach-pump,  de- 
mulcents, stimulants,  etc.,  as  occasion  may  require.  The 
employment  of  chlorine,  iodine,  and  bromine,  as  antidotes  to 
the  vegetable  poisons,  cannot  be  too  strongly  reprobated,  as 
their  use  cannot  be  attended  with  the  slightest  benefit,  but  if 
positively  injurious. 

POISONS 
Which  are  noi  Ccunteraeted  by  Chemical  Antidotes^  and  the 
efftctM  ofuhich  are  Treated  on  Qeneral  Principles. 
roisoas.  trbatxekt. 


Aconite, 
Alcohol, 
Almonds,  bit  • 
ter. 

Aloes, 


(Acetate  of 


may  be  used.) 


(Persulphate  or  iron,  and  carbonate  of  potash  may 
Mused.) 


*The  sTmboli  for  the  arfmaic  bodies,  as  oz%lic  acid,  albninm,  ^e.  are  nol 
narked  by  bnTing  thtt  miiuia  aign  < — )  plaead  orer  than  aoU  in  all  caaas, 
where  a  pretaiae  aubalaaaa  ia  umd,  AA.  for  albamea  ia  uaad,  ioauacl  of  the 
aynbol  ru  for  piolatae. 
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Belladonna, 

Camphor, 

Cantnarides, 

Capsicom, 

CicTita, 

CoccuIqb  in- 

dicusi, 
Colchicum, 
Colocjntb, 
Coniiim  mac* 

ulatum, 
Creaaote, 


Croton  oil, 
Delphinia, 
Digitalis, 
Dover's  Pow- 
der, 
El  atari  am, 
Essential  oils 
Ether, 
Gamboge, 
Hellebore, 
Hyoscyamos, 
Indian  Hemp, 
Lobelia. 
Mushrooms, 
Opium, 

Prussic  acid, 

Rbustoxico- 
dendron, 
Rhuscoriaria, 
Ricinuscom- 
monia,  aeeda 

of, 
Bqnills, 
Stramonium  1^ 
Strychnine, 


(Creasote  does  not  combine  wiih  albimiien.  but  acta 
solely  by  catalysis ;  therefore  the  substance  it 
not  an  antidote  to  it. 


(Strong  coffee  may  be  administered  after  (he  poison 

is  discharged  by  vomitins.) 
(Persulphate  of  iron  and  carbonate  of  potash  maj 

administered.) 


Tobacco, 

Venomous 
serpents. 

When  the 


(The  inhalation  of  chloroform  is  attended  with  de- 
cided benefit.) 

Pxcision  of  the  part  bitten,  and  the  production  of 
toxication  by  alcohol.) 

poisonous  gases  have  been  inhaled,  the  patient 
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should  be  removed  to  the  fresh  air,  and  if  respiration  haa 
ceased  it  should  be  maintained  artificially.  The  poisonous 
effects  of  the  gases  cannot  be  counteracted  by  chemical  agents, 
as  is  sometimes  recommended.  The  attempt  to  relieve  the 
anpleasant  symptoms  produced  by  breathing  chlorine,  by 
inhaling  the  vapor  of  ammonia  or  alcohol,  is  not  attended 
with  the  slightest  benefit. 


Medical  Chemistry.    By  John  T.  Plummbr,   M»    D.  of 

Richmond  Ind. 

Chemistry,  as  a  branch  of  medical  knowedge,  is  not,  as 
fitr  as  my  observation  extends,  sufficiently  appreciated  by  the 
profession  at  large.  It  is  true,  we  can  enumerate  a  Liebig, 
Simon,  Day,  Paris,  Bird,  Gardner,  Mulder,  Sherer,  Irnes, 
Bees,  Griffith,  Scharling,  and  it  may  be  four  score  more,  with 
some  essayists  here  and  there ;  and  these  have  given  an  im- 
pulse to  the  study;  but  who  have  been  moved  by  it?  Perhaps 
there  may  be  one  in  a  town,  and  perchance  ten  in  a  city,  who 
have  been  awakened  to  a  sense  of  the  importance  of  chemi« 
cal  knowledge  and  chemical  research.  jSut  beyond  these^ 
where  will  we  find  one  who  has  mastered  even  the  alphabet 
of  medical  chemistry,  or  who  has  even  the  incK&ation  to 
make  the  attempt. 

Hence  we  connot  be  surprised  often  to  witness  prescriptions 
intended  to  be  neutral,  to  manifest  a  palpable  alkaline  or  acid 
reaction;  and  to  meet  with  incompatible  combinations,  when 
luch  practitioners  venture  to  depart  from  authoiised  formula. 

In  a  toxicological  investigation,  where  could  the  commu- 
nity turn  with  confidence  for  assistance?  Who,  amone  the 
medical  men  that  swarm  the  land,  has  practised  analysis,  of 
the  urine,  the  blood,  and  the  morbid  secretions  that  so  fro* 
auently  claim  his  attention  ?  It  appears  to  me  that  whoever 
deprives  himself  of  an  adequate  knowledge  of  chemical  reao* 
tions,  deprives  himself  of  an  instrument  of  ^eat  utility.  In- 
deed, to  the  accomplished  physician,  chemistry  must  be  coB' 
sidered  an  indispensible  portion  of  his  study.  Questions  are 
continually  arising  in  his  practice,  which  can  only  be  an. 
swered  by  pathological  chemistnr*  And  an  unsolved  ques- 
tion, must  always  be  a  source  of  perplexity  to  an  honorable 
physician,  when  the  life,  health  or  comfort  of  a  patient  is  at 
stake,  or  his  apprehensions  are  to  be  satisfied. 

As  a  partial  exemplification  of  my  meaning,  I  will  state 
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a  few  cdses  more  of  my  own  practice,  for  the  benefit  perhaps 
of  some. 

A  mother  brought  me  a  small  pebble,  which,  she  said,  she 
was  afraid  had  been  passed  by  unne,  from  a  married  daugh- 
ter ;  but  that  it  might  have  got  into  the  vessel  in  which  she 
found  it  while  it  was  standing  out  of  doors*  Here  then  was 
the  problem.  It  might  be  a  urinary  ooncretion;  and  if  so, 
early  attention  to  the  case  was  desirable.  If  it  proved  to  be 
an  ordinary  mineml,  it  was  proper  that  the  fears  of  those  con- 
cerned should  be  allayed. 

The  stoue  in  question  was  of  course  small,  and  so  closely 
resembled  hundreds  of  mineral  fragments  that  one  miglit  pick 
from  the  ground,  that  for  anything  that  was  maifest  to  the  coo- 
trarjTf  it  might  have  got  into  the  vessel  according  to  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  motner.  On  examination  however  by  the 
proper  reagents,  (reagents  accessible  to  all,  and  of  easy  ap- 
plication,) I  obtained  conclusive  evidence  that  the  stone  con- 
tained uric  €Kid.  Now  as  this  acid  has  never  been  detected 
in  the  mineral  nor  vegetable  kingdoms,  but  is  known  to  be  a 
common  renal  secretion,  the  result  was  inevitable :  the  mo- 
thers apprehensions  were  realized.  These  apprehensions 
could  not  have  been  quieted,  nor  confirmed  by  any  other 
means;  and  thus  opportunity  was  offered  for  as  seasonable  treat* 
ment  as  the  case  allowed. 

Again  a  patient  who  had  used  a  variety  of  medicines  for 
chronic  diarrhea,  found  a  particular  compound  to  be  by  far 
the  most  efficient,  and  was  desirous  of  obtaining  more  of  the 
same  kind.  A  few  of  the  pills  were  analysed,  and  found  to 
be  a  compound  of  sulphate  of  copper  and  opium. 

An  expectorant  mixture  professedly  composed  of  vegetable 
principles,  was  satisfactorily  found  to  contam  no  mineral  acid 
nor  base ;  and  thus  settled  the  doubts  of  the  party  interested. 

A  patient  desired  me  to  ascertain  whether  certain  pills  cour 
tained  calomel,  I  found  them  to  consist  principally  of  pit.  hy- 
drarg.  The  man  who  prescribed  the  medicine  told  the 
patient  there  was  no  mercury  in  it. 

Three  times  vials  of  liquid  medicine  was  brought  to  me  for 
examination,  purportiog  to  be  homoepathic  preparations. 
The  evident  metalic  taste  in  one  case,  and  the  nausea  created 
by  the  medicine  in  the  other  two  instances,  excited  doubts  of 
the  conscientiousness  of  the  prescriber.  The  application  of 
H.  S.  after  acidification  of  the  solution,  yielded  the  charac^ 
teriistic  orange  colored  precipitate  of  sulphuret  of  arUimonjf 
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in  very  appreciable  qnantitiea  in  every  instance.  Thus  de* 
veloping  at  once,  the  character  of  the  medicine,  and  of  the 
practitioner. 

Indeed,  in  this  manner,  physicians  may  be  additionally  ser- 
viceable to  the  community,  in  detecting  fraud. 

Since  the  introduction  of  so  many  active  chemical  products 
both  from  the  mineral  and  vegetable  kim^oms,  into  tne  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  it  has  become  increasingly  necessary  that 
phj^sicians  should  acquaint  themselves  with  their  various  re- 
actions. Freed  as  these  articles  are  from  their  ori^nal  com- 
bination with  inert  matter,  their  play  of  affinities  is  certain 
and  speedy ;  producing  either  poisonous  or  other  undesira 
products. 

A  physician  prescribed  compound  sjrrap  of  sarsaparilla 
with  iodide  of  potassium ;  and  some  days  aflerward,  while 
the  patient  was  still  usin^  it,  he  administered  calomel :  the 
consequence  was,  the  patient  vomited  for  hours,  and  suffered 
much.  There  had  been  formed  in  the  stomach  iodide  of 
mercury,  and  a  soluble  mercurial  compound. 

Numerous  illustrations  of  like  character  could  be  added : 
but  the  danger  of  heedlessness  in  the  combination  of  this  class 
of  medicine,  is  so  apparent  as  scarcely  to  need  further  evi- 
dence. 

Aware  of  the  importance  of  information  on  this  subject,  it 
appears  that  Orfila  has  made  a  donation  to  the  **  special  school 
01  Pharmacy  of  Paris,"  out  of  which  a  prize  arises,  to  be 
awarded,  in  part  for  a  satisfactory  essay  relative  to  the  **sub* 
stances  in  the  several  kingdoms  which  should  never  be  associ- 
ated in  the  same  formulse,  because  they  decompose  eac  h  other 
with  products  completely  inert.  To  ascertain,  on  the  con- 
trary, which  are  the  substances,  which  in  combining  and  in 
decoroposiug,  yield  medicine  gifted  with  a  certain  activity 
useful  to  the  physician." 

The  general  want  of  a  practical  knowlede  of  chemistir 
among  physicians  cannot  oe  disguised ;  nor  do  I  see  that  it 
admits  of  satisfactory  apology.  It  may  be  said  that  medical 
men  have  not  time  to  prosecute  the  study  of  chemistry.  I 
would  reply  that  they  nave  not  then  time  to  qualify  (hem- 
selves  for  the  duties  of  their  profession.  But  if  physicians, 
voung  and  old,  more  generally  knew  the  value  of  time,  as  did, 
tor  example,  Boerhave  and  Rush;  or  knowing  it  were  more 
willino;  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  by  a  profitable  appropriation 
of  it,  there  would  soon,  I  apprehend  be  no  occasion  lor  com* 
plaint  on  this  subject. 
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Treatment  of  Fever,  use  of  ITa/er,  Opium,  Calomel,  Quinine. 
By  S.  S.  Todd,  M.  D.  of  LawreQceburgh  Ky. 

Fevers  generally  considered,  are  essentially  characterized 
by  general  exaltation  of  the  arterial  and  nervous  functions 
with  redness  and  heat  of  skin,  diminished  secretions,  and  un- 
controllable thirst.  I  do  not  expect  to  add  anything  new  on 
th^  subject  of  the  treatment  of  this  class  of  diseases,  but  wish 
to  direct  the  attention  of  practitioners  to  a  few  leading  points 
to  be  observed  which  form  the  basis  of  my  practice,  and 
which  I  think  if  appreci^ated  are  likely  to  insure  success  in  all 
leasonable  cases.  The  plan  of  treatment  to  be  modified  of 
course  to  suit  special  cases. 

These  principles  apply  equally  to  all  fevers  unattended 
with  a  local  cause,  or  not  having  their  origin  in  a  specific 
poison,  and  may  be  applicable  in  each  of  these  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree  as  the  judgment  of  the  physician  may  direct, 
always  having  in  view  primarily  the  removal  of  the  exciting 
cause  if  such  cause  is  obvious. 

The  case  is  one  then  we  will  suppose  of  remittent,  inter- 
mittent or  typhoid  character,  of  orainary  symptoms.  The 
sections,  of  the  alimentary  canal  are  vitiated,  as  indicated  by 
nausea,  vomiting,  or  it  may  be  diarrhoea,  and  the  removal  of 
the; e  by  an  emetic  or  purgation,  or  what  I  have  found  very 
efficientemeto-cathartic,  isfirst  to  be  accomplished.  After  this^ 
as  nothing  is  more  grateful  to  the  patient,  or  scarcely  more 
conducive  to  his  restoration,  he  should  be  allowed  to  drink 
plentifully  of  cold  water  or  even  iced  water,  and  free  ablu- 
tions with  cool  water,  or  water  of  tepid  warmth  (according  to 
the  feelings  of  the  patient)  should  be  made  over  the  whole 
surface  of  the  body,  and  frequently  renewed.  The  water  thus 
taken  into  the  stomach  restores  the  diminished  secretions,  par- 
ticularly promoting  diaphoresis  and  diuresis.  The  remedy 
may  be  used  locally  in  all  cases,  except  where  the  patient  per- 
spires freely  and  the  skin  is  cool. 

Opium  stands  next  on  the  list,  as  an  almost  indpisensible 
agent  in  the  treatment  of  fevers,  and  to  this  I  wish  to  call  parti- 
cular attention.  The  application  of  this  remedy  in  fevers  is  al- 
most unlimited.  It  may  be  giveninthehigheststates  of  arterial 
excitement  with  benefit,  provided  that  danger  from  encephal- 
itis is  not  apprehended.  Simple  headacne  is  no  bar  to  its 
use,  but  in  these  cases  the  dose  should  be  a  I'iree  one,  admi- 
nistered immediately  after  active  purgation,  and  should  be  com- 
bined with  ipecacuanha.    Infants  it  is  true  bear  opium  badly 
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and  to  them  it  rrost  be  gtvea  with  more  caution.  It  is  how- 
ever in  fevers  of  aa  asthenic  character,  as  some  of  our  most 
malignant  remittants,  typhoid  fever  &c.,  that  its  good  effects 
are  most  marked.  In  the  wakefulness  and  nervous  irritation 
which  attend  these  two  conditions,  the  rapid  feeble  pulses  no 
remedy  is  so  admirably  adapted  as  large  ana  frequently  re- 
peated doses  of  opium.  To  counteract  its  depressing  tenden- 
ey,  quinine  iii  large  doses  must  be  combined  with  it,  and  sti« 
mulants  freely  administered  if  the  system  flags.  As  opium 
also  has  the  efi^ect  of  suppressing  the  alimentary  secretions, 
calomel  in  small  doses  if  admissable,  should  accompany  it. 
A  sore  mouth,  with  me,  is  a  harbinger  of  returning  health, 
Under  this  treatment  I  have  seen  the  pulse  rapidly  resume  its 
normal  standard  of  force  and  frequancy.  I  am  no  friend  to 
••  expectant "  treatment  of  typhoid  fever,  and  think  that  a  cure 
may  always  be  hastened,  ana  that  the  disease  may  frequent- 
ly be  cut  short  by  appropriate  treatment. 

I  could  give  the  result  of  several  cases  of  typhoid  fever  il* 
iustrative  of  the  happy  effects  of  the  above  treatment,  and  will 
mention  a  recent  one.  The  patient,  a  negro  child  ten  or 
twelve  years  of  age,  with  muttering  delerium,  subsultus,  and 
a  rapid,  feeble  pulse,  appeared  to  be  sinking  and  was  submit* 
ted  to  the  warm  bath.  Opium,  quinine,  and  calomel,  the 
first  two  in  large  quantities,  were  given  every  three  and  four 
hours.  With  half  a  pint  of  whisky  each  day,  and  in  three  days 
the  pulse  had  sunk  from  140  to  110  strokes  in  the  minute. 
The  child  was  slightly  ptyalized,  and  made  a  rapid  recovery. 
I  have  found  the  duration  of  the  disease  under  this  active  treat- 
ment, to  be  considerably  less  than  the  period  usually  assigned, 
and  the  mortality  also,  as  far  as  my  data  extends,  proportion- 
ally lessened.  This  disease,  I  may  remark,  in  its  true  idio- 
pathic form,  is  of  comparatively  rare  occurrence  here,  and  I 
would  here  take  occasion  to  deprecate  in  the  strongest  terms 
the  pernicious  practice  of  physicians,  very  common,  at  least  in 
this  section  of  the  country,  of  calling  every  case  of  fever  ty- 
phoid, which  presents  the  least  serious  spmptoms ;  thus  sub- 
stituting a  dreaded  name,  for  one  perhaps  of  comparatively 
harmless  significance,  to  the  terrror  of  patient  and  friends, 
to  his  own  emolument,  and  ultimately  I  must  say,  to  the  de- 
gradation of  the  profession.  Not  long  since,  I  attended  a  per- 
son who  was  attacked  with  a  virulent  catarrh.  A  physician 
whom  I  n  et  at  the  house  of  the  patient,  gravely  assured  me 
that  the  man  was  "going  into  typhoid  fever"!! 

In  the  management  of  fevers,  having  a  decided  local  origin, 
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as  in  inflamnnatioa  of  the  viscera,  opium  must  be  given  with 
more  circumspection,  and  in  these  cases,  a  modification  of  the 
above  treatment,  will  of  course  suggest  itself,  bleeding,  cupst 
leeches,  blisters,  cataplasm  and  fomentatives  are  indicated. 

I  have  never  had  occasion  to  treat  puerperal  fevers  in  its 
epedemic  form,  but  I  have  found  the  sporadic  disease  yield 
readily  in  most  cases  to  opium,  ipecac,  and  calomel  in  the 
first,  and  opium,  quinine,  and  ipecac  in  the  last  stages.  The 
clothes  should  be  changed  daily,  and  the  body  sponged  as  often 
with  tepid  water.  I  am  treating  a  patient  at  present,  in  whom 
the  pulse  has  sunk  from  134  to  100  strokes  to  the  minute  in 
48  hours,  under  the  use  of  two  grains  of  opium,  1  grain  of 
calomel,  and  3  grains  of  quinine  every  three  hours.  She  had 
previously  been  cupped  over  the  abdomen,  and  an  emollient 
poultice  IS  kept  opplied  to  the  same  region  to  the  present^ 
time.  To  relieve  the  urgent  thirst,  she  is  allowed  to  eat  ice 
and  drink  freely  of  cold  water.  The  pulse  is  now  reduced 
nearly  to  the  natural  standard  of  frequency,  is  full  and  soft, 
and  she  evidently  bids  fair  for  a  speeoy  recovery* 


iMrge  Connate  Tumor.    By  G.   W.   Bobbstleb,  M.  D., 

of  Lancaster,  Ohio. 

A  child,  three  days  old  was  brought  to  my  office  a  few 
weeks  since,  with  a  tumor  occupying  the  entire  left  side  of 
the  chest,  from  the  median  line,  anteriorly,  and  extending 
laterally  to  about  half  the  length  of  the  ribs ;  one  process 
going  upwards  over  the  shoulder,  covering  the  scapula  and 
extending  under  the  axilla  until  it  met  the  body  of  the  tnmor 
in  front.  From  its  base,  on  the  chest,  to  its  appex  it  mea- 
sured nearly  six  inches;  and  on  the  scapula,  three  inches.  In 
the  greater  portion  it  was  elastic ;  whilst  in  some  portions  it 
had  the  hardness  of  fibrous  growth.  The  midwife,  who 
attended  during  the  parturient  process,  says  that  no  difficulties 
were  met  with,  except  the  slow  protrusion  of  the  child 
through  the  inferior  pelvic  strait.  Believing  this  to  be  s 
Lipoma,  whose  growth  is  illimitable,  I  designed  its  extirpl^ 
tion,  so  soon  as  the  little  one  would  be  better  able  to  bear  th0 
operation,  and  when  the  mass  would  impede  respiration  by 
Its  weight.  Death,  however,  interfered  j  though  I  am  no! 
sure  that  the  tumor  had  anything  to  do  with  the  fatal  termi-* 
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nation.  The  operation,  in  so  yoang  a  subject,  would  have 
been  hazardous ;  but  the  limitless  growth  of  adipose  (umors^ 
together  with  their  occasional  degeneresence  into  malignancy, 
compel  us  to  hazardous  operations.  I  much  regret  the  impos- 
sibility  of  procuring  a  cast  or  Daguerotype  oT  this  singular 
case. 


^tntttilnp  of  $zut\\tB 


Cambridge  City  Medicai  Assoeiaiionj  Wayne  Covntyj  Ind. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Cambridge  City  Medical 
Association,  held  on  the  12th  of  April  1863,  the  Committee 
appointed  at  its  ree^ular  meeting  on  the  6th  inst.  reported;  that 
they  had  attendedto  the  duty  assigned  them,  ana  submitted 
the  following  synopsis,  of  the  material  facts  placed  before 
them,  from  tne  reports  of  cases  treated  by  the  members  dur- 
ing the  past  year ;  which  report  was  received,  and  a  copy 
ordered  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Editors  of  the  Wegtern  Lancet 
for  publication. 

Regular  observations  of  the  state  of  the  weather  were  not 
commenced,  until  the  1st  of  Jan'y.  1863.  But  it  appears  from 
notes  made  at  the  time,  that  December  of  last  year  was  mild, 
and  towards  the  close  was  remarkable  for  heavy  rains  and 
high  waters.  In  January  of  1853  the  Fky  was  entirely  over- 
cast,  at  the  hours  of  observation,  on  9  days,  and  wholly  clear 
on  3.  Northern  winds  predominated  on  12  days,  and  south- 
em  on  6.  Winds  directly  from  the  west,  are  occasionally 
noted ;  from  the  east  very  rarely.  Moderate  rain  fell  on  2 
days,  and  snow  on6.  The  temperature  was  undoubtedly  high 
for  the  season,  the  mean  for  the  month  being  31-10  deg. 
The  lowest  daily  mean  is  6.06  deg.  the  highest  48.60  deg. 
The  lowest  observation  is  0.  and  occurred  at  9  P.  M.  of  the 
26th,  the  day  of  the  lowest  mean.  The  highest  observation 
is  69.75  deg.  at  3  P.  M.  of  the  10th,  the  cUiy  of  the  highest 
mean.  The  barometer  stood  above  29  in.  on  most  of  the 
days  in  the  month ;  the  highest  obsen'ation  is  29.689  in. 
when  it  was  calm  clear,  aniTlhe  temperature  21  deg.  The 
lowest  is  28.292  in.  and  occurred  during  a  snow  storm,  when 
the  temp,  was  32.60  deg.  with  a  brisk  wind  from  the  north. 
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In  Febraaiy'the  sk^  was  entirely  overcast  with  clouds  at 
the  hours  of  observation,  on  12  days,  and  not  entirely  clear 
at  all  the  hours,  of  any  one  day  of  the  month.  The  winds 
are  noted  as  southern  on  9  days,  northern  on  8.  From  the 
West  on  4  and  from  the  East  on  one.  Moderate  rain  is  noted 
on  7  days,  and  snow  on  as  many.  The  quantity  of  rain  and 
snow  was  small,  notwithstanding,  the  general  cloudiness  of  the 
weather.  The  mean  temp,  of  the  month  was  29.88  deg.  it 
was  reduced  to  these  figures  by  a  few  cold  days  for  instance 
the  mean  of  the  8th  was  12.25  deg.,  of  the  9th  3  deg.,  of  the 
14th  16.31  deg.  and  of  the  24th  it  was  22.18  dee.  The 
month  commenced  with  a  daily  mean  of  about  40  deg.  and 
dosed  with  44  de^.  The  range  of  the  barometer  was  low 
throughout  most  of  the  month,  often  being  less  than  29  in. 
and  sometimes  nearly  as  low  as  28.600  in.  The  greatest 
height  of  the  column  occurred  on  the  coldest  day  in  the  month, 
and  was  29.464  in. 

In  March  the  sky  was  overcast  at  all  the  observations  on 
13  days,  entirely  clear  on  6  and  more  or  less  cloudy  at  the 
time  of  all  the  other  observations.  The  winds  were  north- 
em  on  6  days,  southern  on  8,  from  the  West  on  11,  and  from 
the  East  on  2  days.  Rain  fell  on  7,  and  snow  on  4  days. 
The  monthly  mean  temperature  was  39.23  deg.  The  lowest 
daily  mean  occurred  on  the  3d  and  is  21,60  deg.;  the  highest 
on  the  31st  and  is  62.75  deff.^  The  mean  barometrical 
column  for  the  month  is  28.980  in.,  the  highest  daily  mean 
is  29.383  in,  and  the  lowest  daily  mean  is  28.639  in.  The 
entire  winter  has  been  remarkably  open  and  thaws  common, 
yet  frosts  have  been  frequent  and  sufficiently  severe  to  pre« 
vent  the  progress  of  vegetation. 

It  appears  to  be  a  general  impression  with  the  members 
of  the  association,  that  the  endemic  diseases,  common  to  this 
locality  have  been  less  in  number,  and  more  mansgeable  dur« 
ing  the  past  year,  than  for  many  preceeding.  And  it  is  be* 
lieved  that  tnis  may  be  in  some  measure  due  to  the  absence 
of  heavy  and  protracted  rains  in  this  vicinity  for  the  two 
years  preceedine  December  last.  The  reports  show  that  302 
cases  of  fever  nave  been  tested  within  the  year.  Of  222 
cases  where  the  age  is  given,  98  were  under  15  years  and  124 
over  that  age. 

Of  131  where  the  sex  is  designated,  69  are  males  and  63 
females.  So  far  as  the  dates  are  given  it  appears  that  11 
cases  occurred  in  April,  24  in  May,  22  in  June,  28  in  July 
M  in  August,  33  in  September,  25  in  October,  11  in  Novem- 
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beri  6  in  December,  12  in  January,  10  in  Februaiy,  and  10 
in  March.  Including  the  whole  number  reported  260  were 
periodical,  and  42  continued  fever.  Of  the  periodical  fevers 
102  cases  were  remittent,  and  168  intermittent.  Bat  U10 
blending  of  these  types,  ami  the  substitution  of  the  one  for  the 
other  were  of  frequent  occurrence.  A  lat^ge  number  of  the 
cases  of  periodical  fever  reported,  occurred  in  persons  who  bad 
suffered  from  the  same  disease  the  previous  year,  and  in  suchy 
a  strong  tendency  existed  to  relapses,  at  short  intervals* 
This  endemic  in  all  its  types,  has  been  remarkably  free  from 
dangerous  complications,  and  has  mostly  yielded  promptly  to 
appropriate  and  simple  treatment.  Toward  the  close  of 
the  hot  season  some  cases  were  protracted,  and  evinced  e 
tendency  to  assume  typhoid  symptoms.  Eight  cases  were 
reportea  as  being  complicated  with  convulsions,  (children,) 
and  all  males  but  one.  In  the  treatment  of  periodical  feves^ 
there  appears,  to  have  been  but  little  discrepancy  among 
the  members. 

Bloodletting  and  emetics  were  rarely  used,  mercurial 
cathartics  generally,  anodynes  and  diaphoretics  often,  and 
quinine  uniformly  in  this  class  of  fevers.  But  one  fatal  case  is 
reported. 

Of  the  42  cases  of  continued  fever  reported  some  should  be 
classed,  perhaps  more  correctly  as  catarhal ;  but  they  were 
mostly  characterized  by  typhoid  symptoms,  such  as  low  de» 
lirium,  great  prostration,  sordes  about  the  mouth,  frequent  and 
small  pulse,  sudamina,  a  tendency  to  bed  sores,  &c.  Ther 
were  mostly  protracted,  but  dianhea  was  rare,  and  the  lenti- 
cular  rose,  colored  spots  were  uniformly  absent.  The  treat* 
ment  in  this  form  of  fever  has  been  less  uniform,  and  more 
complicated  than  in  the  preceeding. 

Cathartics,  diaphoretics,  quinine,  spirits  of  turpentine^ 
anodynes,  Vesecation,  cold  applications,  stimulents  etc.  are 
noted.  Quinine  has  often  failed  to  arrest  the  disease.  Of 
the  42  cases  treated  4  terminated  fatally.  One  of  these  an 
adult  female  died  on  the  18th  day,  her  general  condition  was 
somewhat  improved  until  epistaxis  supervened,  was  profess^ 
neglected  and  proved  the  immediate  cause  of  death.  One 
male  aged  34  died,  at  the  close  of  tfie  6th  week.  A  post 
mortem,  revealed  gangrene  of  the  duodenum,  and  gall  bladder 
tbe  latter  was  peforated  in  two  or  three  places,  and  the  bile 
had  escaped  into  the  peritoneal  cuvity.  The  ilKnm  wae  not 
altered.  Another  male  patient  aged  84  died  on  the  6th  week 
of  illness.    An  examination  was  had  10  hours  after  dsedk 
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Lnngs,  liver,  and  spleen  were  beset  with  milliary  tubercles ; 
Kver  somewhat  congested,  spleen  much  enlarged,  but  firm, 
estimated  weight  2  lbs.,  it  was  adherent  to  the  surrounding 
peritoneum.  TThe  omentum  was  contracted,  indurated,  and 
united  by  adhesions  to  the  spleen  and  peritoneum.  The 
mesenteric  glands  were  somewhat  enlarged.  The  glands  of 
Peyer  were  normal.  The  remaining  fatal  case  occurred  in  a 
boy  2  years  old,  death  took  place  on  the  10th  day  of  disease ; 
and  a  post  mortem  revealea  the  signs  of  inflammation  of  the 
stomach  and  bowels.  The  symptoms  developed  in  most  of 
the  cases,  as  well  as  the  post  mortem  appearances,  induce 
your  committee  to  conclude  that  this  type  of  fever,  as  it  has 
prevailed  in  this  location  cannot  be  tecnnically,  denominated 
typhoid  fever ;  but  a  form  or  type  of  disease  generally  asso- 
ciated with  or  dependant  on  local  lesion  of  some  one  or  more 
of  the  thoracic  or  abdominal  vicera. 

Within  the  same  period  36  cases  of  Pneumonia  have  been 
treated.  Of  this  number  26  were  under,  and  11  over  15  years 
ofaee.  So  far  as  the  dates  are  given  3  cases  occurred  in 
April,  2  in  June,  1  in  October,  4  in  November,  3  in  Decem- 
ber, 7  in  January,  and  3  in  March.  In  one  location  where 
hooping  cough  and  measles  have  prevailed  during  the  year  7 
cases  of  pneumonia  appeared  to  be  induced  by  one  or  the 
other  of  these  contagious  diseases. 

Although  bloodletting  and  tartarized  antimony  are  standard 
and  valuaole  remedies  m  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  it  ap> 
pears,  that  less  than  half  the  cases  reported  had  veneseclioii 
and  a  considerable  number  no  tart,  antimony. 

This  apparent  neglect  of  the  use  of  important  agents,  is 
referable,  in  some  degree  to  the  age  of  the  patients  treated* 
many  of  whom  were  children,  and  to  other  peculiarities  or 
idiosyncrasy  in  older  persons.  Cupping,  blistering,  calomel, 
opium,  nitrate  of  potash,  antimonial  powder,  and  expectorants 
were  all  used.  And  in  a  number  of  cases  where  the  fever  was 
remittent,  quinine  was  administered  with  decidedly  good 
effects.  Ot  the  whole  number  treated  4  terminated  fatally. 
One  a  case  of  typhoid  pneumonia  resulted  in  gangrene  of  the 
lung,  and  death  on  the  16th  day.  Another  fatal  case  oc- 
curred in  a  delicate  female  complicated  with  measles  and 
premature  labor.  A  third  fatal  case  in  an  infant  2  months 
old,  and  a  4th  occurred  in  a  delicate  girl  of  16  years  of  agti 
who  had  suffered  from  hooping  cough,  6  months  previous  to 
this  attack  of  what  appeared  to  be  mild  pneumonia  of  the  left 
ride,  with  dyspnea.    This  was  speedily  relieved ;  but  after 
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two  weekfl  tbe  left  side  was  found  to  be  fall  of  fluid,  and 
the  heart  wholly  to  the  right  of  the  sternum.  H^drothorax 
was  suspected,  and  recourse  to  all  the  usual  remedies  for  her 
relief  was  had  without  benefit.  In  about  two  weeks  from  tbe 
time  effusion  occurred  she  died. 

The  following  are  the  post  mortem  appearances,  the  left 
side  of  the  chest  was  found  to  contain  a  mere  membranous 
vestage  of  the  lung,  enclosing  the  left  bronchus,  and  adhering 
to  the  cartilages  of  the  ribs,  as  low  as  the  4th,  where  it  ter- 
minated. All  communication  between  the  trachea,  and  left 
side  of  the  chest,  was  thus  blocked  up.  This  cavity  was 
filled  to  its  greatest  capacity,  with  thick  heavy,  yellowish 
white  pus.  A  similar  collection  was  found  between  the  walls 
of  the  mediastinum;  the  pericardium  also  contained  what  was 
estimated  at  hnlf  a  pound  of  pus,  of  a  lighter  color  and  of  less 
consistency.  The  free  surfaces  of  the  left  pleura  and  the  peri- 
caitiium  were  granulated,  and  pus  83creting.  The  front  of 
the  body  of  the  second  dorsal  vertebra,  and  the  corresponding 
rib  on  the  left  side  for  an  inch  and  a  half  were  denuded  of 
both  pleura  and  periostium.  The  heart  was  remarkably 
small.    The  quantity  of  pus  found  in  the  chest  was  not  less 

than  six  pounds. 

A  few  cases  of  Bronchitis  and  Asthma  have  been  treated 
durincr  the  year.  Those  of  bronchitis  were  of  a  mild  form 
and  readily  yielded  to  the  ordinary  mode  of  treatment. 
Asthma  when  habitual  is  known  to  be  a  formidable  malady ; 
and  any  successful  mode  of  treatment  not  heretofore  adopted, 
would  be  a  desideratum. 

Among  the  remedial  means  noticed  are  iodide  of  potasss, 
and  nitric  acid,  the  former  of  which  is  said  to  have  speedily 
arrested  the  disease  in  two  cases,  where  it  was  given  in  tea 
ffrain  doses  every  two  hours ;  as  much  cannot  be  said  in  favor 
of  nitric  acid  where  it  has  been  tried  according  to  the  recom- 
mendations  of  recent  medical  writers,  in  fact  it  has  signally 
failed  to  meet  the  expectations  of  some  of  the  members  both 
in  asthma  and  hooping-couffh. 

Forty-eight  cases  of  diarrhoea  are  reported,  a  great  majority 
of  whom  are  children.  The  disease  was  generally  comph- 
rated  with  fever  and  vomiting ;  and  in  several  with  convul- 
sions* indeed  the  latter  was  the  case  in  all  the  fatal  cases 
recoitled.  Thus  constituting  one  of  the  most  difficult  and 
nerplexing  diseases  of  the  season.  Nearly  all  the  cases  oc- 
Hrred  in  the  summer  months.  The  remedies  prominently 
noted  in  the  treatment  are  calomel  ia  small  doses  variously 
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combined  with  ipecac»  D.  powder,  acetate  of  lead,  cret  pptt. 
&c.,  also  spirits  of  turpentine,  subnitrate  of  bismuth,  vegetable 
astringents,  quinine,  and  cold  applications  to  the  head  and 
abdomen. 

Of  the  whole  number  treated  four  terminated  fatally,  these 
were  all  children. 

Thirty-three  cases  of  dysentery  are  reported  as  occurin^in 
the  hot  months  of  the  past  year.  These  were  all  sporadic. 
The  subjects  of  this  disease  were  about  equally  divided  be- 
tween adults  and  children.  The  treatment  consisted  of  bi* 
tartrate  of  potash  in  purgative  doses,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  disease,  in  twenty  of  the  cases.  The  balance  had  mer- 
curials during  the  treatment ;  and  all  had  opiates.  Besides 
this  a  number  had  spirits  of  turpentine,  astringents,  cold  ap- 
plications to  the  abdomen,  cold  mucilaeinous  injections ;  and 
several  bad  pulverised  charcoal.  Three  deaths  occurred 
amongst  children,  all  complicated  with  convulsions. 

Ten  cases  of  cholera-morbus  are  noted,  and  one  of  cholera 
asphyxia.  Of  these  the  latter  only  died.  In  the  treatment 
or  cholera-morbus,  calomel,  opium,  camphor,  spirits  turpen- 
tine, sinapisms,  warmth  to  the  extremities ;  and  ice  to  allay 
thirst,  are  named,  as  the  usual  treatment. 

In  the  case  of  cholera  reported,  it  appears  that  the  ordinn  ry 
means  to  excite  reaction  were  used  with  commendable  per- 
severance, but  without  effect,  the  patient  dying  in  collapse 
twelve  hours  from  the  attack. 

Several  cases  of  acute  gastritis,  and  eastro-entritis  are  re- 
corded. In  the  treatment  of  these  affections,  bloodletting, 
calomel  in  minute  portions,  moq)hine,  cold  applications  ex- 
ternally, ice  and  iced  lemonade,  internally  and  occasionally 
blisters  have  been  used. 

In  some  portions  of  the  district,  Inflammatory  sore  throat  has 
prevailed  as  an  epidemic,  and  in  some  instances  has  evinced 
a  strong  tendency  to  putresence.  Emetics,  purgatives,  the 
local  application  of  nitrate  of  silver,  internally,  tincture  of 
iodine,  externally,  with  gargles  of  hydrastis,  canadensis, 
nitrate  of  lead,  and  other  astringents  have  proven  sufficient 
when  early  us^,  to  arrest  this  tendency  and  core  the  disease. 

A  few  cases  of  scarlatina  are  reported,  but  not  as  an  epi- 
demic form  of  the  disease ;  no  case  proved  fatal. 

Several  cases  of  sporadic  erysipelas  are  noted,  one  of  which 

terminated  in  death.     This  was  a  young  man  who  was  great* 

ly  reduced  by  a  series  of  acute  diseases.    He  was  attacked 

with  phlegmonous  eiysipelaa  of  the  perinseum  and  genital 
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organ?,  which  speedily  terminated  in  gangrene.  The  general 
treatment  appears  to  have  been  nitrate  cf  silver,  tincture  of 
iodine,  colloaium,  acetate  and  nitrate  of  lead  externally,  with 
the  internal  use  of  mercurials,  diaphoretics,  anodynes,  and 
tonics,  including  quinine,  and  muriated  tincture  of  iron,  the 
last  of  which  has  oeen  given  in  larg;e  and  repeated  doses. 

Pertusis  and  measles  have  prevailed  epidemically,  in  the 
town  and  vicinity  of  Milton  during  the  past  year.  The 
number  of  cases  are  not  given.  These  aflfections  have  not 
been  fatal  in  their  tendency,  as  no  deaths  are  reported,  yet  in 
many  instances  formidable  symptoms  were  present.  The 
treatment  in  hooping  cough  was  mainly  emetics,  expectorants, 
and  antispasmodics.  Measles  were  treated  by  emetics,  dia- 
phoretics, and  expectorants. 

Mumps  has  prevailed,  but  to  a  very  limited  extent, 
through  the  district  during  the  past  year.  Several  cases  of 
acute,  rheumatism  are  reported.  In  the  treatment  of  which, 
purgatives,  anodynes,  diaphoretics,  colchicum,  and  lemon 
mice  have  been  used,  the  latter  of  which,  when  liberally  used, 
has  mostly  been  followed  by  prompt  relief;  but  in  one  or 
two  cases  it  has  failed,  and  in  two  others  where  it  seemed  to 
effect  a  cure,  the  disease  returned  in  a  few  days  after  the 
remedy  was  suspended. 

One  fatal  case  of  rheumatism  is  reported ;  this  was  a  male 
of  sixteen  years  of  a^e,  and  had  no  treatment  until  the  6th 
day  of  his  illness.  Hn  was  then  bled,  had  calomel,  opium, 
nitre,  bi-tartrate  of  potash  and  tonics,  death  occurred  on  the 
12th  day  from  his  attack. 

Besides  the  above  named  cases,  the  reports  of  the  members 
contain  short  notes  of  a  number  ojf  interesting  cases  of  disease, 
which,  we  are  unable  to  present  with  sufficient  minuteness 
to  make  them  intelligible  ;  without  reference  to  the  original 
notes,  of  the  symptoms  and  treatment ;  and  then  not  without 
much  labor.  Of  this  class  are  a  number  of  cases  of  inflamma- 
tory  and  organic  diseases  of  the  heart.  An  interesting  case  of 
hydrothorax,  another  of  ascetis,  one  of  anasarca,  two  of  cere- 
bral meningitis,  one  of  cancer  of  the  stomach,  with  the  post 
mortem  appearances;  one  of  organic  disease  of  the  kidney, 
and  others,  of  chronic  disease  of  the  urinary  and  genital  or- 
gans; a  number  of  cutaneous  affections,  several  cases  of 
phthisis,  and  scrofula,  others  of  paralysis  and  various  nervous 
affections,  and  one  abstruse  case  of  chronic  abdominal  disease, 
attended  with  abscess  and  artificial  anus,  &c. 

A  few  cases  of  disease  bearing  a  strong  resemblance  to 
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each  oilier,  have  occurred  in  the  town  of  Milton,  since  the 
middle  of  February  last.  These  attacks  were  all  introduced 
with  a  distinct  chill,  followed  by  urgent  vomittinff,  which 
generally  continued  for  24  hours,  and  was  induced  in  some 
cases  by  slight  elevation  of  the  head.  Thick  bile  and  fluids 
of  a  green  color,  and  in  one  case  of  a  blue  tinge  were  vomits 
ted ;  the  bowels  were  more  or  less  constipated;  back  ache, 
head  ache,  and  muscular  pains  with  general  soreness  of  the 
flesh,  were  the  source  of  much  complaint ;  the  reaction  in 
every  case  was  feeble  and  imperfect  the  extremities  were  dis- 
posed to  remain  cold  under  very  active  efforts  to  warm  them  j 
the  head  and  chest  were  moderately  hot ;  the  pulse  light  and 
feeble,  and  extremely  variable  in  frequency;  ranging  in  one 
case  from  60  to  160  according  as  the  patient  was  quiet  or 
disturbed,  it  was  also  irregular  in  force  but  never  very  strong. 
Stupor  or  delirium  was  constantly  present  during  the  height 
of  the  disease,  and  these  conditions  occurred  alternately  at 
longer  or  shorter,  intervals.  The  breathing  was  remarkable, 
beinff  mostiv  extremely  light  and  easy ;  but  sometimes  deeper 
and  nurried,  then  light  and  calm  again.  The  countenance 
was  pallid  in  the  extreme,  except  about  the  eyes  and  temples, 
where  it  was  livid.  A  tendency  to  spasms,  with  rigidity  of 
the  neck  and  back,  was  common.  No  patient  had  a  second 
chill  but  all  had  a  strong  tendency  to  sink  and  die  24  or  48 
hours  after  the  attack.  The  blood  so  far  as  examined  coagu- 
lated firmly,  and  exhibited  a  thick  buffy  coat,  evincing  a 
predominence  of  red  corpuscles  and  fibrin.  The  patients  were 
all  children  except  one  adult  female. 

One  patient  was  bled,  cupped,  and  blistered  on  the  upper 
part  of  the  spine,  and  cupped  on  the  temples,  had  calomel 
ipecac  and  antimonial  powders  in  frequently  repeated  small 
portions,  till  ptyalism  was  produced,  and  recovered. 

Another,  was  cupped  freely  on  the  spine,  had  the  same 
internal  remedies  for  48  hours,  when  the  disease  yielded ;  but 
ten  days  later  this  patient  got  measles,  cerebro-spinal  symp- 
toms were  reproduced  and  after  24  hours  of  incessant  convul- 
sions died  without  treatment. 

Another,  an  adult  was  bled,  took  calomel  as  a  purgative 
and  quinine  in  large  doses,  morphine  and  stimulants  to  some 
extent  and  died  convulsed,  66  hours  after  the  attack.  Another 
patient  had  calomel  as  a  purgative,  followed  by  oil  and  tur- 
pentine; but  was  neither  bled,  cupped  nor  blistered,  took 
neither  tonics  stimulants,  nor  anodynes  and  died  48  hours 
after  the  attack.    Another  seen  only  in  consultation,  had  been 
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similarly  attacl^ed,  had  suffered  early  from  convulsions  fol- 
lowed by  permanent  ri^idit}r  of  the  neck  and  back,  died  after 
remaining  some  weeks  m  tnis  state. 

Besides  the  above  named  remedies  all  the  patients  had 
others,  such  as  spirits  turpentine  to  the  spine,  sinapisms,  heat 
to  the  extremities,  and  cold  t6  the  head.  In  addition  to 
these  severe  cases,  several  others  suffered  with  similar  syrop- 
loms  in  a  milder  form.  These  cases  were  regarded  as  cere- 
bro-spinal  meningitis,  and  the  disease  seemea  to  prevail  to 
some  extent  as  an  epidemic,  a  mode  of  prevalence,  which  is 
rery  common  with  this  formidable  malady. 

The  above  desultory  and  complex  document  is  respectfully 
submitted  to  the  members  of  the  association. 

J.  PENNINGTON,  Ir^^^in^^ 
y.  KERSEY.  5 Committee. 


Clermont  Medical  AssodcUion* 

[We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Daniel  Barber,  of  Batavia,  for 
the  following  account  of  the  proceeding  of  the  *'  CUrmoni 
MediccU  Association.^*  It  is  highly  gratifying  to  witness 
these  praiseworthy  efforts  to  increase  the  usefulness,  and  ele- 
vate the  dignity  of  a  time  honored  profession.  The  benefl- 
cial  effects  of  this  association,  will  doubtless  soon  be  realized 
throughout  the  county.  The  character  of  those  en^;aged  in 
its  organization,  affords  the  most  ample  assurance  of  its  entire 
success.  It  will  affords  us  pleasure  to  record  ite  future  prou 
ceedings.] 

Pursuant  to  a  call  made  upon  the  profession  of  the  county, 
a  laree  number  of  physicians  met  in  Batavia  on  the  Ilthinst, 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  County  Medical  Association. 

Dr.  Rogers  of  New  Bicnmond,  was  called  to  the  chaify 
apd  Dr.  Sancaid  of  Neville  appointed  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Drs.  Elsbery,  Kinoaid,  and  Barber,  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  draft  a  constitution  for  the  govern- 
Qsent  of  the  association. 

On  motion  a  committee  was  appointed  consisting  of  one 
member  from  each  township  represented,  to  nominate  a  candi- 
date for  office  when  the  convention  adjourned  to  meet  at 
one  o'clock  P.  M. 

One  a^cloch  P.  Jtf.— ^Convention  assembled,  the  committee, 
r^orted  a  QODstitotioa  which  was  adopted,  when  the  follow- 
qg  gQutl^mw  came  forward  and  signed  their  names* 
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J.  6.  Rogers,  L.  A.  Hendrick,  Dan'l.  Barber,  J.  C.  Ken- 
nedy, A.  V.  Hopkins,  W.  P.  Kincaid,  D.  S.  Lyman,  Wm. 
Johnson,  H.  P.  Collins,  D.  A.  McClain,  T.  J.  Mullen, 
Wm.  Ellsberry,  S.  S.  Scoville,  M.  Smithy  A.  Robb,  K.  L. 
Donham,  S.  B.  Crew,  J.  S.  Combs. 
'  The  committee  on  nominations  reported  as  follows. 

J.  S.  Rogers,  President;  L.  A.  Hendrick,  1st.  Vice  Presi- 
dent; L.  A.  Pease,  2d  Vice  President;  Dan'l.  Barber, 
Recording  Secretary;  J.  C.  Kennedy,  Corresponding  Sec'y.; 
A.  V.  Hopkins,  Treasurer;  W.  P.  Kincaid,  D.  S.  Lyman, 
D.  A.  McClain,  Censors. 

The  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

A  code  of  b^-laws  was  now  reported,  and  adopted,  which 
led  to  some  animated  discussion. 

The  fifth  by-laws  provides.  That  *^  no  minister  of  the  cos- 
pel  shall  receive  the  gratuitous  services  of  the  members  oi  the 
association,  who  employs  or  recommends  irregular  Doctors 
to  others,  or  who  signs  his  name  to  certificates  recommending 
quack  medicines." 

Upon  this  question,  I>r.  Baker,  a  very  intelligent  and  re- 
spectable minister  of  the  Methodist  Church,  aro^e  and  said, 
substantially  as  follows ;  That  he  had  been  a  regular  practi<^ 
tioner  of  medicine  for  twenty  years,  and  he  regretted  to  say, 
that  he  knew  from  actual  experience,  that  ministers  of  the 
gospel  do  more  than  any  other  class  of  men  to  support 
quackery  and  that  he  had  been  more  disturbed  by  their  re- 
comtnendations  of  quack  Doctors,  and  by  giving  ouack  medi- 
cines in  his  absence  from  cases,  than  from  any  other  source, 
—that  he  exceedingly  regretted  that  it  was  so,  and  blushed 
to  confess  the  facts. 

He  said  that  they  were  in  general  good  men  and  meant 
well,  and  that  their  errors  arose  from  an  entire  ignorance  of 
medical  science,  and  of  the  fearful  responsibilities  which 
they  assumed.  He  expressed  the  opinion  that  something 
should  be  done  to  correct  the  evil. 

The  fifth  by-law  provides,  "  That  any  members  of  this 
association  who  shall  council  or  advise  professionally  with 
any  irregular  Practitioner  of  Medicine,  or  with  those  Phy- 
sicians, who  council  with  such  persons,  shall  be  liable  to 
reprimand  by  the  president,  to  suspension  or  expulsion  as  the 
association  may  determine. 

The  American  code  of  medical  ethics  was  adopted. 

The  chair  appointed  Dr*  Kincaid  to  read  a  medical  essay 
at  the  next  meeting,  and  Dr.  Barber  as  alternate. 
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On  motion,  That  the  Secretary  give  certificates  of  member- 
ship to  those  who  wish  to  attend  the  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion. 

That  a  condensed  report  of  the  proceedings  be  sent  to  the 
editors  of  the  Western  Lancet. 

That  this  association  adjourn  to  meet  in  Batavia  on  the 
third  Wednesday  in  October  next. 

J.  G.  ROGERS,  Prcs. 
DAN'L.  BARBER,  Secy 


l^tnUms  anb  3Sotires. 


Transactions  of  the  Kentucky  Medical  Society^  at  their 
meeting  held  in  Louisville^  on  the  third  Wednesdaj/  of 
October^  1852. 

From  this  instructive  volume,  of  333  pages,  we  learn,  that 
the  second  Annual  meeting  of  the  State  Medical  Society  of 
Kentucky,  was  held  in  the  Circuit  Court  room  in  Louisville, 
on  the  20th  of  October,  1852,  with  Dr.  Wm.  L.  Sutton  in  the 
chair.  A  large  number  of  the  most  distinguished  members 
of  the  profession,  of  Kentucky,  took  part  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  Society.  Two  sessions  were  held  each  day,  for  three 
days,  and  during  this  time,  reports  were  received  from  the 
various  standing  committees,  on  the  different  departments  of 
Medical  Science ;  and  it  has  seldom  been  our  good  fortune  to 
peruse  a  series  of  such  interesting  papers,  as  are  found  in  this 
little  volume. 

The  annual  address  of  the  President,  is  replete  with  sound 
advice,  and  timely  hints  to  the  profession,  on  the  bearing  of 
its  members  towards  each  other.  It  should  be  read  by  ns  all, 
and  its  principles  treasured  up  in  our  memories,  as  jewels  of 
priceless  value  would  be  kept  in  a  casket. 

He  treats  his  subjects  under  two  heads :  "  Firsty  our  duty  to 
the  profession;  second,  our  duty  to  the  community  in  which 
we  live.'* 

He  says :  '<  it  is  our  duty  to  the  profession,  that  we  hold  it. 
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and  the  members  thereof,  in  (he  highest  honor.  The  profes- 
sion is  eminently  entitled  to  honor  and  respect,  because  it  has 
for  its  object  the  most  important  and  momentous  subjects  ap- 
pertaining to  this  world  ;  the  life  and  health  of  each  indivi- 
dual, and  the  general  health  of  the  community. 

"  It  is  entitled  to  honor,  because  of  the  purity  of  conduct 
and  uprightness  of  character  of  the  bulk  of  iis  members.  It 
is  entitled  to  honor  and  respect,  because  of  its  expanded  be- 
nevolence, and  extensive  charities. 

"  But  the  profession  is  made  up  of  individual  members.  It 
can  be  honored  and  respected  only  in  their  persons.  It  is 
perfect  nonsense  to  talk  of  honoring  the  profession,  whilst  we 
speak  disparagingly  and  disrespectfully  of  its  members.  If 
we,  by  words  direct,  or  by  inuendo  or  dark  hints,  suggest  that 
this,  that,  and  the  other  physician  is  a  mere  pretender — scarce- 
ly fit  to  treat  the  most  simple  diseases,  we  have  no  right  to 
complain  if  he  treats  us  in  the  same  way.  The  result  of  all  of 
which  is,  that  the  community  will  believe  much  that  is  said 
to  the  disparagement  of  each,  and  the  whole  lot  of  physicians 
loose  standing. 

"  Our  duty  to  the  public  requires  that  we  should  protect  it 
against  quackery  and  quack  medicines.  But  this  object  is  not 
to  be  obtained,  by  denouncing  any  particular  quacK,  or  indi- 
vidual, who  happens  for  the  time  being,  to  be  the  favorite. 
When  asked  why  physicians  do  not  directly  oppose  such 
persons,  and  convince  the  public  of  the  danger  to  which  they 
expose  themselves  by  following  such  pretenders:  my  answer 
has  been,  *  I  have  been  practicing  medicine  now  thirty  years. 
Every  body  knows,  or  might  know,  that  I  have  ever  set  my 
face  against  all  such  things:  why  should  I  embroil  myself 
with  the  parMzans  of  every  knave  who  passes  through  the 
country  ?  They  will  consider  me  as  actuated  by  no  higher 
motive  than  that  of  putting  down  a  man,  who  is  in  my  way.' 
I  am  in  favor  of  letting  them  stand  on  their  own  merits, 
without  giving  a  prop,  found  in  what  will  be  called  persecu- 
tion." 

There  is  much  in  the  reports  of  the  committees  on  "  vital 
statistics"  and  **  obstetrics,"  to  reward  us  for  their  careful  pe- 
rusal, but  as  our  space  is  limited,  we  will  hasten  on  to  the 
vivid  and  glowing  picture  of  Kentucky  Surgery,  as  drawn  by 
the  master  pen  of  Prof.  Gross. 

If  the  Star  of  Kentucky,  in  some  calamatous  moment, 
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should  become  extinguished  from  the  bright  galaxy  in  oar 
country's  banner,  and  her  fair  name  only  to  appear  in  the 
history  of  the  past,  as  it  is  now  written,  this  report  alone 
would  be  sufficient  to  transmit  to  remotest  posterity,  the  en- 
viable fame  of  her  surgeons ;  and  her  reputation  would  not 
suffer,  by  a  comparison  with  that  of  any  conunonwealth  in 
our  glorious  Union. 

From  this  report,  we  learn  that  she  has  excelled  in  nearly 
every  department  of  operative  surgery,  and  in  two  she  stands 
pre-eminently  unrivaled  by  any  community  in  the  world,  via : 
Ovariotomy  and  Lithotomy, 

<<  To  Kentucky,  belongs  the  honor  of  having  funushed  to 
the  world  the  first  case  of  extirpation  of  the  ovary,  for  or^nic 
disease  of  this  or^n.  This  nonor  is  justly  and  exclusively 
due  to  the  late  Dr.  JSphraim  McDowell,  of  Danville.  From 
a  paper  published  by  this  gentleman  in  the  seventh  volume  of 
the  Philadelphia  Eclectic  Repository,  it  appears  that  his  first 
operation  was  performed  in  December,  1809.  It  is  not 
known,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  how  often  Dr.  Mc- 
Dowell repeated  this  operation ;  his  published  cases  amount 
only  to  five,  but  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  he  performed 
it  not  less  than  thirteen  times." 

It  appears  that  Dr.  McDowell  did  not  keep  any  record  of 
his  cases  as  they  occurred ;  hence,  the  difficulty  of  acquiring 
perfect  accuracy  in  this  report,  but  it  is  known,  from  reliable 
sources,  that  at  one  period  he  had  removed  nine  ovarian  tu- 
mors, and  in  eight  of  the  cases  the  operations  were  entirely 
successful.  After  this  time,  other  operations  were  performed 
by  him,  for  the  relief  of  the  same  disease,  but  the  number 
cannot  now  be  ascertained. 

Calculous  diseases  seem  to  be  one  of  the  staple  products  of 
Kentucky,  and  in  this  respect  she  surpasses  the  rest  of  the 
world  as  much  as  she  excells  in  producing  tobacco  and  hemp; 
hence,  many  of  her  surgeons  have  become  celebrated  as  li- 
thotomists. 

Professor  Dudley,  of  Lexington,  stands  at  the  head  of  this 
department,  and  has,  perhaps,  operated  oftener  than  any  other 
person  known  in  the  history  of  surgery.      He  has  performed 
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the  operation  two  hundred  and  seven  times.  This  number 
far  exceeds  that  of  any  other  operator  in  Kentucky,  and  is 
about  one  half  of  all  the  operations  together,  that  have  been 
performed  in  that  State. 

Throughout  the  report  of  Dr.  Gross,  there  are  many  origi- 
nal suggestion  of  improved  modes  of  treatment,  under  the 
several  surgical  heads,  but  the  report,  itself,  must  be  read,  to 
gain  a  just  idea  of  its  value.  For  if  we  were  to  give  it  a 
complete  analysis,'we  fear  we  would  find  ourselves  in  the  situ- 
ation of  the  Alchemist,  who  analysed  a  precious  pearl.  He 
found  his  Laboratory  filled  with  various  gases,  but  the  beauti* 
ful  radiance  of  his  gem  was  nowhere  to  be  found.  W. 


A  Discourse  an  the  Life^  Charadtr^  and  services  of  Daniel 
Drake  M.  D.  Delivered  hy  Request  before  the  Faculty 
and  Medical  Students  of  the  University  of  Louisville, 
January  27M,  1863,  By  D.  Gross,  M.  D. 

But  few  persons  could  be  so  well  prepared  to  deliver  an 
address  on  the  **  life  character  and  services  of  this  great  man 
as  Prof.  Gross.  Connected  and  associated  with  him  as  he 
was,  socially,  professionally,  and  as  colleagues,  in  two  medi- 
cal faculties,  he  possessed  rare  privileges  of  estimating;  his 
character  under  all  circumstances  and  in  every  phase  of  life. 

The  discourse  begins  by  giving  a  brief  and  pathetic  account 
of  his  last  visit  to  Louisville  just  previous  to  his  final  illness. 
"  It  was  his  last  journey  on  earth — he  gazed  for  the  last  time 
upon  the  beautinil  scenery  of  his  beloved  Ohio."  During 
his  stay  in  the  city  it  was  remarked,  that,  "  he  looked  so  well 
that  every  one  was  struck  with  the  circumstance,"  and  at  the 
anniversary  supper  of  the  Kentucky  State  Medical  Society, 
whose  gueist  he  was,  **  he  responded  in  terms  of  glowing  elo- 

S[uence  to  a  complimentary  toast."  In  a  visit  Co  one  of  his 
ormer  colleagues,"  he  was  painfully  impressed  with  the 
changes  which  time  and  disease  had  wrought  upon  him  since 
their  last  interview."  He  expressed  his  "conviction  that  he 
should  never  see  him  again."  "  Strange  prophecy,  but  true." 
"The  one  still  lives,  clinging  like  an  ancient  and  venerable 
ivy  to  the  tree  of  time,  while  the  other,  many  years  his  junior, 
lies  cold  in  the  winding  sheet  of  death." 
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"  He  made  his  last  p  :blic  speech"  at  a  meeting  called  by 
his  fellow  citizens  to  do  honor  to  the  "great  secretary," 
"  who,"  he  remarked,  in  speaking  of  the  dying  words  of  5lr. 
Webster,  "shall  say  that  the  simple  utterance  of  the  departed 
statesman — "  Thy  rod,  thy  rod — Thy  staff,  thy  staff,  they 
coraFort  me' — do  not  constitute  the  greatest  act  of  that  life  of 

great  acts?'  "  That  night  his  couch  knew  no  repose,"  a  few 
ays  are  pissed,  "the  enemy  now  receeding,  now  advancing, 
until  at  lengh  it  is  but  too  evident  to  both  patient  and  friends, 
that  the  hour  of  convalesence,  if  it  is  ever  to  come,  is  far  off." 

After  tracing  briefly  the  course  of  the  disease,  congestion  of 
the  brain,  an  affection  to  which  he  had  always  been  predis- 
posed, having  had  an  attack  as  early  as  1826,  when  he 
was  connected  with  the  Transylvania  University  at  Lex- 
ington, consequent  upon  the  intense  mental  labor  to  which 
he  always  subjected  himself.  Dr.  Gross  remarks,  "like  a 
green  leaf  in  autumn,  loosened  by  the  frost,  and  shaken  by 
the  wind  he  fell  prematurely  from  the  tree  of  life,  which  he 
might  according  to  man's  feeble  judgment,  have  yet  adorned 
for  many  years.  At  the  time  oi  his  death  he  had  just  com- 
pleted his  sixty-seventh  year."  Anxious  to  live  on  account 
of  the  unfinished  condition  of  the  great  work  of  his  life,  this 
subject  weighed  heavily  upon  his  mind  during  his  last  hours 
of  consciousness.  "  Beckoning  to  one  near  and  dear  to  him, 
he  speaks  to  him  concerning  the  unfinished  condition  of  his 
great  work,  saying  that  his  only  ambition  was  to  complete  it, 
and  expressing  a  hope  that  God  might  spare  him  for  that 
end."  Every  one  must  regret  that  he  was  not  allowed  to  re- 
main long  enough  to  complete  this  remarkable  production  of 
his  great  mind.  The  first  volume  being  considered  both  in 
Europe  and  America,  a  work  of  the  most  comprehensive 
genius  of  any  that  has  yet  appeared  in  medical  literature. 

Dr.  Drake  was  born  at  Plainfield  a  small  village  in  Essex 
County,  New  Jersey,  October  20th,  1785.  His  father  moved 
to  Kentucky,  when  his  son  was  two  and  a  half  years  old,  and 
settled  at  May's  Lick.  At  this  period  that  village  contained 
"fifty-two  persons,  all  poor  and  illiterate."  Until  he  was 
fifteen  years  old  he  lived  here  in  a  log  cabin,  "  built  of  un- 
hewn logs — puncheon  floor  below — clap-boards  above — a 
small  square  window  without  glass — a  chimney  of  *cats  and 
clay,'  and  a  course  roof."  At  the  age  spoken  of  he  was  sent 
by  his  father  to  Cincinnati,  to  study  Medicine  with  Dr.  Go- 
forth,  although  previous  to  this,  young  Daniel  had  gone  to 
Lexington,   and  had   partially  engaged  as  an  apprentice  to 
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Saddlery.  His  early  education  and  reading  was  very  limited 
from  the  scarcity  of  schools  and  libraries,  his  father  being 
too  poor  to  send  him  to  Lexington,  at  which  was  the  only 
college  then  in  Kentucky,  and  for  the  same  reason  could  not 
aflTord  him  much  of  variety  in  books.  Dr.  Gross  in  speaking 
of  his  library  says:  "As  might  be  supposed  was  not  either 
large  or  diversified."  "  It  was  more  properly  speaking  select, 
containing  the  Bible,  Rippen's  Hymns,  Watt's  Hymns  for 
children — Pilgrims  Progress — an  old  romance  of  (he  days  of 
Knight  errantry — Primer,  with  a  plate  representmg  John 
Rogers  at  the  stake — Spelling  Books — an  Arithmetic,  and  an 
Almanac.  As  he  grew  up  he  met  with  Guthrie's  Grammar, 
of  Geography,  Entick's  Dictionary,  Scott's  Lesj?ons,  -3Esop's 
Fables,  the  life  of  Frar  klin,  and  Lord  Chesterfield's  letters 
to  his  son,  the  latter  of  which  he  greatly  prized."  His  pupil- 
age is  thus  described,  "  Youn^  Drake  performed  with  alacri- 
ty and  fidelity,  all  the  various  duties  which  at  that  early  period 
of  the  West,  usually  devolved  upon  medical  students.  His 
business  was  not  only  to  study  his  preceptor's  books  but  to 
compound  his  prescriptions,  to  attend  to  the  shop  or  office, 
and  as  he  advanced  in  Knowledge  to  assist  in  practice.  The 
first  task  assigned  him,  was  to  read  Quincy's  Dispensatory, 
and  grind  quicksilver  into  mercurial  ointment,  the  latter  of 
which  he  quaintly  remarks  he  found,  from  previous  practice 
on  a  Kentucky  hand-mill,  much  easier  of  the  two.  Sub- 
sequently, ancl  by  degrees,  he  studied  Cheselden  on  the 
Bones,  and  Innes  on  the  muscles.  Boerhave  and  Van  Swei- 
lin's  commentaries,  Chaptat's  Chemistry,  Cullen's  Materia 
Medica  and  Mailer's  Physiology."  These  were  all  the  au- 
thorities to  which  he  and  other  medical  students  had  access, 
and  right  well  did  he  improve  the  information  which  he 
received  therefrom.  It  was  "Ihe  custom  "  says  our  author, 
"to  commit  to  memory  the  greater  portion  of  their  con- 
tents." Students  in  those  days  certainly  had  a  commendable 
zeal  and  no  small  share  of  industry,  and  when  those  of  our 
times  compare  their  facilities  with  those  possessed  in  early 
years,  a  spirit  of  gratitude  should  pervade  them,  and  inspire 
them  with  energy  and  a  determination  not  to  be  unworthy 
the  privileges  they  enjoy. 

He  practiced  his  profession  eleven  years,  "under  the  sanc- 
tion of  a  diploma,"  given  him  by  h's  preceptor,  and  signed 
as  surgeon  general  ot  Ohio  Militia,  this,  "he  always  greatly 
valued  as  a  memorial  of  olden  time."  This  diploma  "the 
first  ever  granted  in  the  interior  valley  of  North  America," 
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eleven  years  after,  "  was  corroborated  by  another  from  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania." 

Beibre  he  graduated,  however,  he  was  already  an  author, 
having  published  the  "  Picture  of  Cincinnati^**  a  work 
which  gave  him  not  only  a  home  reputation  but  a  trans- At- 
lantic one« 

He  graduated  in  1815,  and  a  year  had  hardly  elapsed  be- 
fore he  was  made  a  professor  in  Transylvania  University. 
Associated  with  him  was  an  able  faculty.  Composed  of 
Dudley,  Kichardson,  Blylhe,  and  Overton. 

^^In  1819  he  founded  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  and 
immediately  organized  a  faculty,  himself  taking  the  chair  of 
Medicine*"  Soon  "  misunderstanding  sprung  up,"  and  he 
was  disconnected  with  the  school.  ''  In  1823,  ne  was  in- 
duced to  re-enter  Transylvania  University."  He  was  finally 
transferred  from  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica  to  that  of 
Theory  and  Practice.  "  While  quietly  pursuing  his  practice 
and  editing  the  journal  which  he  had  established  only  a  few 
years  before.  Dr.  Drake  was  called  in  1830  to  the  Professor- 
ship of  Medicine  in  the  Jefferson  College  of  Philadelphia." 
Among  his  colleagues  were  Dr.  George  McClellan  and  Dr. 
Eberle,  both  eminent  men  and  successful  lecturers.  ^^It  is  no 
disparagement  to  these  gentlemen  to  declare  that  the  back- 
woodsman not  only  acquitted  himself  with  great  credit,  but 
that,  long  before  the  close  of  the  session,  he  was  the  most 
popular  professor  in  the  institution."  At  the  close  of  the 
term  he  returned  to  the  west,  all  his  feelings  and  hopes  were 
concentrated  in  and  around  his  beloved  Cincinnati.  His 
greatest  desire  was  to  found  a  flourishing;  medical  school  at 
this  place.  He  brought  two  of  his  Philadelphia  colleagues 
with  him,  and  organized  a  faculty  under  the  charter  ot  the 
Miami  University,  but  they  did  not  effect  anything.  An  ef- 
fort  was  made  to  unite  the  two  faculties  by  the  friends  of  the 
Ohio  Medical  CoHege,  which  was  so  far  successful  as  to  take 
several  of  Dr.  Drake's  Corps. 

In  1835  he  organized  thefaculty  of  the  Cincinnati  College, 
shortly  before  wnich  he  had  been  offered  the  professorship  of 
Medicine  in  the  Ohio  Medical  College,  which  he  had  founded 
sixteen  years  previously.  He  believed  that  there  was  more 
hope  for  a  new  school  than  in  any  resurrection  of  (he  old  one* 
"His  colleagues  were  Dr.  C.  Kives,  the  present  able  and 
popular  professor  of  Obstetrics  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio, 
br.  Joseph  Nash  McDonald,  now  of  the  University  of  Mis. 
souri ;  Dr.  John  Harrison  formerly  of  this  city,  and  after  the 
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down-faTl  of  the  Cincinnati  College,  a  professor  in  the  Medical 
College  of  Ohio  ;  Dr.  James  B.  Rogers,  afterwards  professor 
of  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Hora- 
tio G.  Jameson  a  distinguished  surgeon  of  Baltimore,  and  at 
one  time  a  professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Washington  College  of 
that  city.  To  myself  was  assigned  the  chair  of  Pathological 
Anatomy."  The  Cincinnati  college  after  having  been  in 
existence  four  years,  and  having  educated  as  many  hundred 
young  gentlemen,  was  doomed  to  go  down  by  the  pressure  of 
pecuniary  liabilities. 

"  Dr.  Drake  did  not  long  continue  idle.  The  Faculty  of 
the  Cincinnati  College  had  hardly  been  disbanded,  when  he 
received  an  invitation  from  the  Trustees  of  this  University  to 
the  chair  of  Clinical  Medicine,  and  Pathological  Anatomy." 
The  chair  was  a  new  and  novel  one,  ^'  created  with  especial 
reference  to  him,"  but  the  learning  and  ability  as  a  lecturer 
which  he  brought  to  it  soon  made  it  popular,  although  it  was 
an  '^eighth  chair."  In  1844  on  the  retirement  of  Dr.  Cook 
he  was  transferred  to  the  chair  of  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine.  He  remained  in  this  chair  until  1849,  when  he 
resigned  it,  and  soon  after  accepted  the  same  chair  in  the 
Medical  College  of  Ohio.  He  lectured  with  marked  energy 
and  ability  for  one  session,  when  he  thought  proper  to  again 
resign*  his  professorship.  The  next  fall  he  was  recall- 
ed  to  Louisville  to  the  same  chair  which  he  had  vacated,  and 
remained  connected  with  that^University  for  two  sessions, 
when  he  finally  left  it,  to  unite  his  fortunes  with  his  '^  early 
love,"  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio.  "  He  could  not  and 
would  not,  resist  a  lon^  cherished  wish  to  spend  the  evening 
of  his  life  in  an  institution  to  which,  early  in  his  career,  when 
he  had  not  yet  acquired  a  substantial  fame,  he  bad  given 
birth.  His  affections  for  her  had  never  been  alienated  for  a 
moment,  even  in  his  exile  as  a  teacher  in  other  States  ;  he 
fondly  hoped  that  he  should  live  long  enough  to  see  her  as- 
sume a  proud  rank  among  the  great  schools  of  the  country ; 
and  he  prayed  that  God  might  permit  him  to  breathe  out  his 
last  breath  in  her  service  and  tnat  he  might  die  in  the  midst 
of  her  pupils,  and  be  followed  by  them  to  his  final  resting 
place  in  the  tomb.    His  wish  in  this  respect,  wasgratified.'^ 

Dr.  Gross  after  having  spoken  of  Dr.  Drake  as  a  physician 
and  founder  of  medical  schools,  and  his  connection  with  medi. 
cal  faculties,  next  contemplates  him  as  a  ^'philanthropist 
and  a  patriot."  I^pace  forbids  us  entering  at  any  length,  up- 
on  his  private  character,  and  his  public  actions  separate  from 
his  profession. 
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He  was  warmly  interested  in  "public  education  and 
morals,"  and  benevolent  and  charitable  institutions  for  the 
relief  and  protection  of  the  unfortunate.  In  1821  he  procured 
a  charter  for  the  Commercial  Hospital,  which  is  now  a  large 
and  well  conducted  charity.  The  thousands  of  poor  to 
whom  it  has  administered  relief,  are  indebted  to  the  compre- 
hensive  philanthropy  of  this  great  and  good  man.  In  1834 
he  petitioned  in  an  address,  tne  Legislatue  of  Kentucky,  in 
behalf  of  an  institution  for  the  education  of  the  Blind.  It 
would  be  impossible  in  a  mere  review  like  this,  to  do  justice 
to  his  many  noble  disinterested  exertions  in  behalf  of  humani- 
ty. The  hope  that  the  day  will  not  be  far  distant  when  a 
competent  biographer  will  do  justice  to  him  not  only  as  a 
pioneer,  philanthropist  but  as  a  Medical  philosopher  with  but 
lew,  if  any  equals. 

In  temperance  he  advocated  and  practised  total  abstinence, 
and  at  Louisville,  he  organized  "the  Physiological  Tempe- 
rance Society,"  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting,  the  young  mem- 
bers ot  the  profession  in  this  cause  early  in  life. 

He  was  the  first  lo  advocate  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
which  would  connect  the  Ohio  with  the  south  and  south- 
western sea  coast. 

Dr.  Grosses  discourse  covers  more  than  ninety  octavo 
pages,  and  although  he  seems  to  have  to  some  length,  dis- 
cussed Dr.  Drake  as  a  physician,  a  teacher  and  an  author — 
to  have  reviewed  him  as  a  man  socially,  as  a  philanthropist, 
as  a  Christian,  each  view  of  his  character  seems  but  barely 
opened,  but  partially  exposed.  So  prolific  was  his  life  of 
deeds,  that  need  only  be  mentioned  to  be  admired,  need 
only  be  presented  to  interest  all  minds.  We  must  now 
close  our  nasty  review  of  this  discourse,  and  will  do  so  by  a 
short  extract  from  it  which  at  once  exhibits  his  disinterested- 
ness and  entire  forgetfulness  of  self  throughout  his  whole 
career,  never  having  until  late  in  life  "taken  any  thought  of 
to-morrow,"  says  the  writer.  "  But  although  he  has  not  like 
Caesar,  lefl  any  landed  estates,  villas,  orchards  or  vi:ieyards 
to  his  friends  and  the  public,  he  has  bequeathed  them  what 
is  far  more  precious  and  enduring,  a  name  without  reproach, 
a  bright  example,  and  imperishable  works."  D. 
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^ta^xtsB  of  SieMtin^ 

ENGLAND. 

Retrospect  of  Practical  Therapeutics. — 01.  MorrhuiB. — 
In  Sweden  cod-liver  oil  has  for  some  time  been  employed  as 
an  external  application  in  the  treatment  of  cutaneous  mala- 
dies, and  from  that  country  it  has  recently  been  introduced 
into  English  practice.  We  have  had  frequent  opportunities 
of  watching  its  eftects  as  prescribed  by  Mr.  Paget,  in  the  out- 
patient's room  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  The  class  of 
cases  for  which  it  appears  most  applicable,  is  that  of  chronic 
eczematous  eruptions,  unattended  by  acute  inflammation  of 
the  skin  or  general  pyrexia.  In  abating  the  troublesome 
itching  which  frequently  accompanies  this  disease,  especially 
in  old  people,  it  has  manifested  powers  decidedly  superior  to 
those  of  any  other  application  with  which  we  are  acquainted. 
In  the  majority  of  instances  it  can,  of  course,  only  be  expected 
to  assist  constitutional  treatment,  not  to  supersede  it. 

We  have  as  yet  had  no  opportunity  of  forming  an  opinion 
respecting  the  proposed  inunction  oi  the  oil  in  cases  of  phthi- 
sis, where  the  stomach  cannot  take  it.  Whilst  on  this  subject, 
however,  we  feel  inclined  to  strongly  recommend  the  prac- 
tice of  exhibiting  it  simultaneously  with  tonicsy  as  iron,  qui- 
nine, etc.,  which  is  now  adopted  with  great  success  at  seve- 
ral hospitals.  The  digestion  and  assimilation  of  the  oil  ap- 
pears to  be  much  aided  by  such  combination.  In  the  treat- 
ment ot  cutaneous  struma  and  lupus  at  the  Hospital  for 
Skin  Diseases,  it  is  usual  to  administer  along  with  the  oil 
small  doses  of  mercurials,  which  are  often  continued  for  many 
months.  The  success  attending  this  practice  is  very  great, 
and  appears  to  much  exceed  that  which  results  from  the  ad- 
ministration  of  either  drug  alone. 

AmmoniO'Sulphate  of  Copper. — At  the  Westminister  Hos- 
pital Dr.  Hamilton  Roe  has  recently  employed  this  salt  very 
successfully  in  the  treatment  of  a  series  of  cases  of  severe 
chorea,  the  patients  being  mostly  children  of  under  fourteen 
years  of  age.  In  se\eral  the  sulphate  of  zinc  and  sequi-chlo- 
ride  of  iron  had  been  tried  previously,  and  without  benefit. 
The  dose  given  has  been  from  half  a  ^rain  to  a  grain,  three 
times  daily.  Its  use  in  this  complaint  is  not  novel,  although 
not  much  resorted  to  in  this  country.  In  Italy  it  has  gained 
a  considerable  reputation,  and  is  known  by  the  name  of  the 
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Koitsso. — ^for  promotii^  fhe  expulsion  of  tenie,  this  drag 
appears  to  maintain  Us  high  reputation,  and  being  now  ob* 
tainable  at  a  moderate  cost  it  is  in  very  freaueot  use.  We 
fear  that  it  must  be  admitted  that  it  bat  rarely  brings  away 
the  head  of  the  animal.  Such,  we  are  informed  by  Dr.  Pea* 
cock  who  has  used  it  largely,  and  carefully  examined  the  ex* 
pelled  entozoa^  is  the  result  of  his  experience. 

Examinaiion  of  the  Human  Milk  in  Legal  Mtdidne*'^^ 
Mr.  Mercer  Ad»m  called  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  » 
new  aud  important  use  of  the  microscope  in  le^l  mediicine* 
He  remarked  that  there  were  iew  cases  in  medical  jurisprodenca 
more  difficaU  to  decide  than  whether,  aOer  a  few  weeks  bad 
ehrpsed,  parturition  had  occurred  recently  or  at  a  reoiote  pe* 
r»ed.  In  sDch  cases  of  doubt,  where  deliyery  is  circimstatt- 
tially  believed  to  have  recently  occarred,  bst  where  all  the  phya* 
ical  signs  may,  with  equal  propriety,  be  reekcoMd  evideacea  of 
this  having  been  at  a  remote  period,  he  believed  that  the  de- 
tection of  colostrum  corpncles  in  the  milk  would  at  once  de* 
cide  the  question,  and,  almost  with  certainty,  prove  the  de* 
livery  to  have  been  recent.  In  illustration  of  this,  he  cilcd 
the  following  case,  which  had  recently  come  under  his  notice* 
The  body  of  a  newly «born  child,  much  decomposed,  was  found 
in  a  morass  in  the  south  of  Scotland.  It  was  impossible  to  de* 
cide  sremmdnm  artem  whether  it  had  been  born  alive  ^  but  it 
appeared  to  have  been  dead  for  foar  or  five  weeks.  Proceed* 
ings  were  taken  to  discover  the  mother,  and  suspicion  fell  on 
a  young  woman  who  was  supposed  to  have  been  secretly  de- 
livered about  four  or  five  weeks  previously, — that  k,  about 
the  same  date  as  the  infant  was  thought  to  have  been  exposed* 
On  bein^  arrested  on  the  charge  of  concealed  pregnancy,  she 
said  she  h^d  had  a  child  a  year  and  a  half  before,  which  she  had 
nursed  till  within  three  months  of  her  apprehension,  and  firmly 
denied  having  recently  delivered.  The  two  medical  men,  who 
were  judicially  appointed  to  examine  her,  came  to  diflerent  de- 
cisionsj  soequivacal  were  all  the  signs,  as  to  the  period  which 
had  elapsed  since  her  delivery.  A  microscopic  examination 
of  her  milk  was  sw^ested,  and  it  was  found  to  abound  in  co- 
loitric  ^bolea.  This  decided  the  questo  vexaia^  and  showed 
parturition  to  iMuve  lately  occurred.  The  girl,  on  being  told 
that  imposture  no  longer  availed,  confessed  having  given  birth 
to  a  still-bom  child,  thereby  confirming  the  accuracy  of  the 
reivelations  of  the  microscope.  Mr.  Adam  considered,  (hat 
in  auch  caaoBf  the  microscope  was  likely  U>  be  as  aerviceaUo 


Progress  sf  MedicitiB*  368 

to  the  medical  jurist  as  it  was  in  the  detection  of  blood  glo- 
bules, spermatoza,  etc« 

TellouD  Fever  Stripped  of  all  its  Terrors Mr.  J.  Riddell, 

acting  consul-general  at  Carr^ccas,  has  communicated  to  Dr. 
Hector  Gavin,  and  Dr.  Gavin  has  imparted  to  the  medical 
authorities  of  tlie  West  India  Islands,  that  <<an  old  woman, 
named  Mariquita  Orfita,  has  discovered  a  perfect  remedy  for 
the  black  vomit  and  yellow  fever,  by  means  of  which  several 

Sersons  have  been  completely* cured,  after  a  consultation  of 
octors  had  declared  that  the  cases  were  quite  hopeless,  and 
that  the  patients  must  die  in  a  few  hours.  The  remedy  is  the 
juice  of  the  pounded  leaves  of  the  Berbenaf  given  in  small 
doses  three  times  a  day,  and  injections  of  the  same  every  two 
hours,  until  th€  bowels  are  emptied.  The  Berbena  is  a  wild 
shrub,  to  be  found  growing  almost  everywhere,  and  particular- 
ly in  low  moist  grounds.  All  our  doctors  have  adopted  its  use, 
and  now  few  or  none  die  of  those  late  fearful  diseases.'^ 

Dr.  Dempster,  deputy  inspector-general  of  hospitals,  who 
has  forwarded  to  us  this  information,  in  a  letter  dated  26th 
February  last,  has  also  transmitted  a  small  specimen  of  the 
plant,  which  Professor  Balfour  has  identified  as  a  species  of 
the  natural  order  Verbenacea,  in  Merat's  Dietionaire  de  Ma- 
Here  MedicaU^  we  find  he  obser\'e8  of  the  Verbena  officinalis^ 
a  plant  now  in  utter  neglect,  that  *'  its  infusion  was  recom- 
mended for  headaches,  sore  throat,  jaundice,  colic,  inflama- 
tion  of  the  eyes,  and  dropsy,  verius  qui  tiendraient  effective* 
ment  du  miracle^  si  elles  etaieni  vraies.**  And  such  is  our 
opinion  of  the  verben'^ceous  plant  of  Mariquita  Orfila.  ft 
is  marvellous,  if  it  be  true,  that  an  herb,  so  innocent  in  taste, 
odour,  aad  every  other  sensible  quality,  as  the  article  sent  to 
U8»  is  a  remedy  for  yellow  fever,  or  for  anything  else. 

Administroiion  of  Chloroform — Death  from  Cardiac  fyn- 
cope — Auiowu.  By  Mr.  Erichskn,  of  University  College 
Hospital. — -There  are  few  sttbiects  of  greater  interest  to  the 
surgical  world,  and  few  on  which  the^  accumulation  of  evi- 
dence is  more  necessary,  than  respecting  the  cause  of  death 
during  the  inhalation  of  chloroform ;  we  therefore  hasten  to 
lay  before  our  readers  the  particulars  of  the  following  melan- 
choly case  :^0n  March  18,  Caroline  Baker,  aged  2§,  a  pros- 
titute, was  admitted  on  account  of  sloughing  phagedasna  of  the 
labia.    She  was  a  tally  well  madci  moderately  stout  woman, 
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of  a  florid,  but  rather  bloatpd  aspect.  Mr.  Erichsen  directed 
the  application  of  strong  nitric  acid  to  the  sores  to  be  made, 
accoi^ing  to  custonn,  while  the  patient  was  under  the  influ- 
ence of  chloroform.  For  tiiis  purpose,  on  the  following 
morninw,  the  acti  g  house  surgeon,  Mr.  White,  aid  d  by  one 
of  the  physician^s  aisistants,  and  the  dresser  of  the  patient, 
proceeaed  to  administer  the  anaesthetic.  We  must  here  des- 
cribe ihr  mode  of  administration  usually  adopted  at  this  hos. 
pital.  On  a  piece  i)f  folded  lint,  about  an  inch  and  a  ha!f 
square,  and  consisting  of  four'doubles,  a  small  quantity  of 
cblorororm  is  poured,  and  the  lint  then  held  at  a  distance  of 
about  three  inches  from  the  nose  of  the  patient,  so  as  to  per- 
mit of  the  very  free  admixture  of  air  with  the  first  few  inhala- 
tions, Atier  the  lapse  of  about  hilfa  minute,  the  lint  is 
brought  nearer  to  the  patient's  nose,  to  within  the  distance  of 
perhaps  an  inch,  being  never  allowed  to  touch  ;  at  the  same 
time  a  towel  is  lightly  laid  over  the  face  of  the  patient  and 
the  hand  of  the  o  lerator,  so  as  to  prevent  rhe  escape  of  the 
chloroform  vapour,  but  not  to  prevent  the  admission  of  air. 
During  the  whole  time,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  administrator 
to  keep  his  hand  on  the  pulse,  and  occasionally  to  examine 
the  pupils  of  the  patient.  All  these  precautions  were,  we 
believe,  strictly  observed  in  the  present  case.  About  a 
drachm  of  chloroform  was  poured  on  to  the  lint.  After  inhal- 
ing for  from  two  to  three  minutes  the  woman  became  a  little 
excited,  nd  begin  to  talk  and  move  her  legs;  the  lint  was 
then  removed  a  little  further  Itom  the  face;  in  a  short  time 
she  became  a  little  quiet,  and  in  about  eight  minutes  from  the 
commencement  was  fast  asleep.  Every  thing  thus  far  had 
gone  on  satisfactorily ;  the  pulse,  which,  previous  to  the  ad- 
ministration, was  regular,  or  average  character  as  to  firmiess, 
and  about  94  in  frequency,  had  become  accelerated  under  the 
first  influence  of  the  drug,  but  soon  afterwards  sunk  to  its  pre- 
vious state,  and  continued  of  fair  power  throughout,  the  pu- 
8 its  had  been  closely  contracted ;  her  aspect  had  continued 
orid ;  and  the  respiration  was  only  slightly  stertorous.  The 
chloroform  and  towel  were  now  laid  aside,  and  the  patient's 
bed  was  moved  a  short  distance  towards  the  wind  )w.  While 
this  was  doing,  Mr.  White,  who  still  kept  his  hand  on  the 
pulse,  noticed  that  it  suddenly  began  to  get  smaller  and  weaker, 
and  that  the  countenance  of  the  patient  was  becoming  very 

fiallid.     Cold  water  was  at  once  dashed  on  her  face.     In  a 
iew  seconds,  her  pulse  had  become  imperceptible;  and  on  ex- 
aminiog  the  pupils,  they  were  found  widely  dilated.     Artifi* 
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cial  respiration  by  means  of  pressure  on  the  abdomen  was 
now  commenced,  the  natural  respiration  having  become  very 
slow,  but  not  quite  suspended.  The  stethoscope  was  applied 
over  the  heart,  without  any  sounds  being  detected ;  the  exam« 
ination  was,  however,  necessarily  a  hurried  one.  Mr.  Cloveri 
the  resident  medical  officer,  who  had  been  summoned  on  the 
first  appearance  of  danger,  was  in  almost  immediate  atten- 
dance. Under  bis  direction,  the  artific  al  respiration  was 
maintained,  hot  water  was  applied  to  the  feet  and  thighs,  and 
friction  was  made  on  the  body  of  the  patient.  Galvanism 
was  also  had  recourse  to,  one  pole  heing  applied  over  the  re* 
gion  of  the  heart,  and  the  other  to  the  (>ack  of  the  neck.  It  is 
probab'e  that  not  mote  than  four  minuter  had  elapsed  between 
the  cessation  of  the  heart's  action  and  the  commencement  of 
the  use  of  this  agent.  The  apparatus  was  in  good  order,  and 
worked  well.  After  the  above  means  had  been  sin.ultane- 
ously  continued  for  a  few  minutes,  th^re  were  decided  symp- 
toms of  improvement ;  the  pupils  agiin  contracted,  and,  on 
the  artificial  respiration  being  temporarily  suspended,  the  pa- 
ient  spontaneously  made  eight  or  nine  interrupted  attempts  to 
breathe.  These  having  ceased,  Mr.  Clover  next  performed  la- 
rygotomy  and  artificial  respiration  was  continued  by  means  of  a 
tube  passed  through  the  opening  into  the  trachea.  From  this 
time  forwards  no  hopeful  indications  occurred ;  the  death  like 
pallor  of  the  countenance  increased ;  and  the  pupils  again  be- 
came widely  dilated.  After  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour, 
spent  in  unremitting  exertions,  it  was  judged  useless  further  to 
persevere,  as  the  pitient  was  evidently  quite  dead. 

Autopsy  Twentjif'Four  Hours  after  death. — C  daveric  ri- 
g'dity  well  marked.  Numerous  discolorations  in  spots  and 
patches  scattered  over  the  surface  of  the  corpse. 

Lungs  congested,  but  not  to  a  marked  degree  ;  crepitant  in 
all  parts. 

Heart. —  Right  side  moderately  contracted ;  left  distended 
with  fluid  blord ;  the  whole  organ  large,  pale,  flabby,  and 
having  on  its  suriace  a  greater  deposit  of  fat  than  natural. 
Weight  3xss.  Its  muscular  structure,  when  cut  across,  was 
very  noticeably  soil  and  pale;  it  was  very  easily  torn. 
Placed  under  the  microscope,  its  fibres  were  seen  to  be  loaded 
with  fat  granules, —  a  condition  which  prevailed  more  or  less 
in  all  parts,  but  to  the  greatest  extent  in  those  taken  from  the 
right  ventricle.     The  valve  aid  large  vessels  were  healthy. 

Blood  dark  in  color,  and,  with  cue  excejition,  fluid  in  all 
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p&its ;  this  exception  relating  to  that  which  escaped  when  the 
root  of  the  right  lung  was  cut  across,  which  contained  a  few 
small  and  very  soft  coagula. 

Spleen  enlarged,  and  loaded  with  blood.     Weight  Sxii. 

The  rest  of  the  abdomonial  organs,  as  also  the  brain,  were 
carefully  examined,  but  did  not  present  any  appearances  wor- 
thy of  note.  With  the  exception  of  the  kidneys,  none  of 
them  showed  any  degree  of  congestion.  Microscopically,  it 
appeared  healthy. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  White  for  the  above  particulars. 
The  autopsy  was  performed  by  Professor  Erirhsen,  and  the 
microscopic  examination  by  Dr.  Quain,  whose  conclusions 
were  also  supported  by  several  other  indep  'ndent  observers. 

The  cases  in  which  death  has  been  caused  by  chloroform 
may  be  arranged  into  at  least  two  distinct  classes;  first,  those 
in  which  the  anaesthetic  influence  having  passed  from  the 
sensorium  to  the  medulla  oblongate,  paralysis  of  the  puemo^ 
gastric  nerves  results,  and  consequent  suspension  of  the  respi- 
ratory process ;  and,  secondly,  those  from  cardiac  syncope,  in 
which  the  heart's  action  is  probably  arrest?d  by  the  direct  in- 
fluence of  the  poisoned  blood.  In  the  former,  which  is  by 
far  the  larger  class,  in  the  symptoms  of  danger  is  failure  in 
respiratory  movements;  in  the  latter,  failure  of  the  heart's  ac- 
tion. Theexperiraents  of  Dr.  Clover  and  M.  Gosselin  prove 
that,  when  chloroform  is  injected  into  the  veins  of  animals, 
the  action  of  the  heart  is  almost  immediately  put  a  stop  to ; 
and,  in  the  case  of  a  patient  at  the  Hotel  Dieu  of  Lyons,  it  is 
noted,  that,  as  in  the  one  above  related,  respiration  continued 
to  be  feebly  performed  for  some  time  after  the  pulse  had  to- 
tally ceased  to  beat.  There  can  be  little  doubt  nut  that  these 
cases  must  be  deemed  examples  of  this  most  hopeless  form, — 
death  beginning  at  the  heart. 

We  much  fear  that  the  above  case  contains  little  in  the  way 
of  practical  teaching, — ^that  it  is  simply  an  other  item  placed  on 
the  debtor  side  of  the  balance  she^t  between  chloroform  and 
mankind,  and  that  it  does  not  in  any  way  increase  our  know- 
ledge of  the  means  by  which  similar  mishaps  are  in  future  to 
be  avoided.  It  is  true  the  quantity  administered  was  not 
measured ;  but,  had  it  been  so,  it  may  be  questioned  whether 
more  would  have  been  gained  than  a  knowledge  of  the  exact 
dose  which  sufficed  to  kill.  It  is  true,  that  no  previous  exami- 
nation of  the  therracic  viscera  hid  been  instituted;  but  it  is 
probable,  that  auscultation,  in  the  case  of  a  stout,  florid  woman, 
could  have  pronounced  a  heart  of  the  size  which  we  have 
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mentioned,  and  possessing  sufficient  power  to  give  to  the  pulse 
an. average  degree  of  force,  to  be  in  a  state  oi  fatty  degenera* 
tion?  Even  ifthe  sign  were  of  proved  value,  no  arcus  senMis 
existed ;  and  although  aflerwarcls  it  was  ascertained  from  the 
friends  of  the  deceased,  that  she  had  several  times  complained 
casually  of  painful  palpitation,  yet  the  account  was  certainly 
not  of  a  character  to  have  a  priori  excited  alarm.  Whilst  we 
would  strongly  recommend  to  all  engaged  in  the  administra- 
tion of  chloroform,  to  carefully  examine  the  st'.te  of  the  pa* 
tient's  heart  previously,  and  never  to  omit  the  measurement 
of  the  dose,  we  yet  cannot  help  expressitig  our  belief  that,  in 
the  present  instance,  the  fatal  result  was  a  pure  accident,  in  so 
far  ttiat  no  preciutionary  measures  wo  ild  nave  been  efle.tual 
for  its  prevention.     London  Medical  Times  and  Gazette. 

Obstinate  Ulcer  of  tke  Leg. — New  Mode  of  Inducing 
Cicatrization. — It  niust  have  occurred  to  most  of  our  readers 
to  see  cases  of  old  standing  ulcers  on  the  leg  which  it  has 
been  easy  to  induce  to  cicatrise  up  to  a  certain  point,  but  ex^^ 
tremely  difficult  to  get  completely  healed*  Thus  a  sore  of 
large  dimensioos  may,  under  treatment^  contract  in  the  most 
favorable  manner  possible  until  it  is  reduced  to  the  size  of  a 
shilling  or  a  halfpenny,  when  it  suddenly  becomes  most  ob« 
stinately  stationary.  In  an  example  of  this  kind,  in  which 
the  ulcer  had  never  been  healed  ror  twenty  years^  Mr.  Gay 
has  recently  adopted,  with  complete  success,  the  somewhat 
novel  procedure  which  we  are  about  to  describe. 

A  seaman,  named  Edward  Farreil,aged  36,  wasadmitted, 
on  January  10,  1853,  with  an  irregular  sore  on  the  front  and 
inner  aspect  of  his  right  leg,  about  the  aize  of  the  palm  of  tha 
hand.  He  stated,  that  it  was  twenty  years  since  the  ulcet 
first  formed;  that  he  haJ  in  the  meantime,  been  an  inmate  of 
nine  different  hospital,  and  subjected  without  success,  to  a 
great  variety  of  treatment ;  that  he  had  suffered  so  much  in* 
convenience  fiom  pain,  loss  of  time,  etc.,  that,  regarding  the 
disease  as  incurable,  he  now  applied  in  order  to  have  the  leg 
amputated.  Mr.  Oay  advised  him  to  defer  resort  to  such  a 
severe  mode  of  cure  until  milder  measures  had  again  been 
tried  ;  and  ordered  him  to  be  confined  to  bed,  with  a  lotioni 
composed  of  loL  plumbi  and  laudanum,  applied  to  the  diseased 
part.  As  h  5  nights  were  rendered  very  lestless  by  pain,  a 
pill  consisting  of  ()il.  sap.  cum  opio  gr.  v.,  was  exhibited 
nightly  four  times  in  succession,  after  which  it  ceased  to  be 
necessary. 
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Under  this  treatment,  the  ulcer  rapidly  improved,  and,  hj 
the  middle  of  February,  had  become  lessened  to  about  the 
size  of  a  half-crown.  Cicatrization  hid  thus  far  beenacc^m- 
plished,  in  pirt  hy  the  dragging  in  of  the  surrounding  integu- 
ment, but  chiefly  by  the  formation  of  new  skin.  During  the 
next  three  weeks,  no  progress  was  made ;  the  sore  remained 
in  precisely  the  same  state ;  it  was,  however,  painless,  and 
the  man  appeared  to  be  in  very  good  health.  He  stated,  that 
it  was  at  this  point  that  the  healing  process  had,  on  previous 
Occasions,  been  arrested.  Mr.  Gay  called  attention  to  the 
circumstance  that  the  healthy  skin  on  each  side  of  the  cica- 
trix was  in  a  state  of  great  tension,  and  apparently  unable 
further  to  yield  to  the  contracting:  power  of  the  scar.  To  re* 
lieve  this  condition,  he  determined  to  try  the  effect  of  an  in- 
cision  through  that  part  of  the  skin  where  the  tension  existed 
in  the  greatest  degree. 

On  March  lOtn  this  was  accordingly  done.  A  longitudi- 
nal incision,  about  three  inches  long,  and  deep  enough  to  in* 
dude  the  fascia,  was  made  on  the  inner  side  of  the  leg,  two 
inches  from  the  border  of  the  cicatrix. 

It  was  noticed,  after  the  lapse  of  a  tew  days,  that,  as  tf  to 
confirm  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  the  new  wound  gaped 
most  at  the  part  exactly  opposite  to  the  unhealed  sore,  and 
that  the  latter  had  already  diminished  in  size. 

April  1. — (Three  weeks  after  the  performance  of  the  in- 
cision.) The  original  ulcer  is  now  quite  closed  by  a  very 
•ound-looking  scar,  and  of  the  wound  made  by  the  knife  there 
remains  unhealed  only  a  mere  line  of  very  healthy  granula- 
tions, which  will  probably  be  skinned  over  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  healing  of  the  latter  has 
been  partly  by  the  formation  of  new  cuticle,  and  partly  by  the 
approximation  of  its  ed^es.  A  stage  of  contraction  will  soon 
no  doubt  ensue  in  this  cicatrix,  but  as  the  traction  exercised 
by  it  in  so  doing  will  be  transferred  to  the  back  of  the  leg, 
where  the  skin  is  loose,  it  may  be  fairly  hoped  that  the  scar 
of  the  ulcer  will  escape  injury.  Mr.  Gay  observes,  that  it  is 
Mly  by  thus  altering  the  direction  of  traction,  and  trans- 
ferring it  to  more  healthy  and  moveable  parts,  that  any  advan- 
tage can  be  expected  from  measures  similar  to  the  above.  If 
the  conditions  under  which  the  artificial  sore  is  placed 
were  precisely  similar  to  those  of  the  ori|;inal  one,  it  would 
then  share  with  the  latter  in  the  improbability  of  the  acco  n- 
plishment  of  cicatrization.    But  they  are  not.     The  iccisioa 
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18  niftde  at  some  distance  from  fhe  diseased  surface,  and  in 
healthy  parts  vet  unstretched,  and  easily  permitting  of  con- 
siderable yielding. — London  Mtd.  Times  ^  Gaz. 
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Iodine  as  a  preventive  of  Mammary  Abscess.     Bv  H.  C, 
Stewart,  M.  D.,  of  Salisbury,  Somerset  Co.,  Pa. 

This  communication,  I  presume,  will  fall  under  the  nnti<-e 
of  no  physician  unacquainted  with  what  is  usually  termed 
mammary  abscess,  both  as  regards  the  condition  of  the  breast 
and  the  best  known  means  of  obviatini;  that  distressing^  condi- 
tion, to  which  the  "lying-in  woman  **  is  so  often  subjected. 

Perhaps  no  organ  of  the  body  is  capable  of  producing  a 
greater  amount  of  suffering;  to  the  patient,  and  vexation  to 
tne  physician,  than  the  female  breast.  Situated  upon  a 
prominent  part  of  the  body — delicately  constructed — influ- 
encing and  being  influenced  at  times,  by  other  organs,  it  is 
adapted  to  the  performance  of  an  important  function,  the  dis- 
turbance of  which  must  necessarily  produce  a  disagreenhle 
and  dangerous  result,  often  requiring  the  best  efforts  of  the 
physician  to  counteract. 

Seeing,  then,  ihat  these  things  are  so,  we  have  been  led  to 
inquire,  is  there  no  remedy?  or  must  our  patients,  aller  hav- 
ing undergone  the  agony  of  parturition,  still  suffer  on,  simply 
because  their  breasts  have  not  been  properly  and  sufficiently 
relieved  of  milk  as  fast  as  secreted  ? 

If  mammary  abscess  cannot  heprevenied^  it  is  not  because 
remedies  have  not  been  proposed  for  it;  for  amount  all  the 
**  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to,"  there  is  none,  perhaps,  for  which 
such  a  multitudinous  variety  of  cures  has  been  tried.  This 
is  probably  the  best  evidence  of  the  difficulty  of  preventing 
such  an  occurrence. 

The  first  indication  that  suggests  itself  to  the  mind  of  the 
physician,  is  to  remove  the  tension  by  witndrawingthe  milk. 
JBut  this  cannot  always  be  done  ;  for  in  how  many  cases  do 
we  find  a  complete  obstruction  of  the  ducts;  others,  again, 
where  there  are  no  nipples,  consequently  no  outlet  for  the 
milk.  Have  we  no  remedy  here,  or  must  we  let  the  gland 
inflame,  and  then  bleed  and  apply  leeches  and  "  poultices  to 
favor  suppuration,"  and  when  the  abscess  forms,  open  it  with 
a  lancet,  and  run  the  risk  of  forming  a  milk  fistula,  then  ap* 
ply  adhesive  strips,  and  if  all  this  fail — let  it  alone? 
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In  the  early  part  of  my  practice,  I  was  called  to  attend  % 
lady,  the  mother  of  five  children,  none  of  whom  she  had  ever 
SDckled,  owing  to  inversion  of  the  nipples,  and  consequent 
obstruction  of  the  ducts.  So  thorough  was  this  obstruction, 
that  the  best  efforts  of  the  physicianf>,  on  former  occasions, 
had  totally  failed  to  relieve  the  breasts  of  a  particle  of  milk ; 
consequently  the  woman  had  suffered  on  every  occasion  from 
mammary  abscess. 

In  giving  me  a  history  of  the  treatment  at  diflerent  times, 
she  said  that  at  one  time  she  came  near  losing  both  breasts ; 
when  (he  physician,  (dead  at  the  time  of  this  conversation,) 
as  a  last  remedy,  applied  something  which,  from  the  descrip- 
tion given  me,  I  believed  to  be  iodine.  Knowing  the  efficacy 
of  that  article  in  all  glandular  affections,  I  resolved  to  try  it 
as  soon  as  the  breasts  showed  any  signs  of  inflammation.  Oa 
the  third  day,  finding  them  large,  heavy  and  intensely  painful, 
I  made  an  application  to  the  breasts  of  iodine  ointment 
spread  upon  linnen,  which  gave  almost  immediate  relief. 
Afler  a  f«w  applications.  I  found  the  bretsts  "perfectly  flac- 
cid, completely  cool,  and  admitting  of  the  freest  palpation 
and  handling,  without  the  woman  making  any  complaint.** 
From  the  favorable  result  in  the  above  case,  I  was  induced  f« 
try  it  in  two  similar  cases,  with  the  same  success,  and  so  far 
as  I  know  it  has  never  failed  in  th**  hands  of  any  of  my 
medical  friends  to  whom  I  have  recommended  it ;  but  not  a 
few  there  are  who  can  bear  testimony  to  its  virtues. 

With  these  few  suggestions,  I  respectfully  submit  it  to  the 
profession,  hoping  that  it  may  not  aisappoint  their  expecta- 
hon$.— Medical  Examiner. 

Meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association. — The  sixth 
Annual  Meeting  of  this  Assoctation  took  place  in  the  city  of 
New  York  on  Tuesday,  May  3d.  Dr.  Jonathan  Knight,  of 
New  Haven,  was  chosen  president.  But  little  business  was 
transacted  on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  and  in  the  evening 
the  members,  about  600  in  number,  wee  entertained  at  the 
residences  of  several  of  the  profession  of  the  city.  On  Wed- 
nesdav  the  reports  of  the  various  Standing  Committees  were 
called  for  Prof.  Meigs,  of  Piladelphia,  Chairman  of  the 
Commi'tec  on  Diseases  of  the  Cervix  Uteri,  desired  that  his 
rtport,  which  was  strictly  professional,  might  not  be  read  to 
the  mUting^asm^ny  were  oresent  wh^  no  belong  to  the 
profession.  Dr.  Condte,  of  Philadelphia,  wis  iinible  to  pre- 
sent his  report  on  Tubercular  Disease,  and  the  committee 
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were  conHnned  another  year.  Dr.  E"n<^rson,  of  Philadelphia, 
presented  his  report  on  the  agency  of  refrigeration  poduced  hy 
upward  radiation  of  heat,  as  an  exciting  cause  of  aisease — the 
sanatory  lesson  of  which  was  the  great  importance  of  goard- 
ing  against  the  refrigerating  effects  oi  nocturnal  rudiationy  es- 
pecially in  sickly  places  and  during  epidemic  periods.  Dr. 
Campbell,  of  Augusta,  Geo.,  reported  on  Typhoid  Fever, 
Dr.  Atlee,  of  Pennsylvania,  reported  on  the  epidemtcs  of 
New  Jersey,  Delaware,  and  Pennsylvania.  Dr  Sutton,  of 
Kentucky,  reported  on  the  epidemics  of  that  State.  Dr. 
Pitcher,  of  Detroit^  presented  a  r»port  on  Medical  Education. 
Dr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Vo- 
luntary Essa3r8,  reported  fifteen  received,  and  premiums 
were  awarded  to  the  authors  of  (he  two  following:  **On  the 
Cell,  its  paiholgy,"&c.  by  Dr.  Waldo  J.  Burnett,  of  Boston ; 
••Fibrous  Diseases  of  the  Uterus  hitherto  considered  incura- 
ble, "  by  Washington  L.  Atlee,  of  Philadelphia.  A  resolu- 
tion was  proposed  by  Prof.  Palmer,  of  Chicago,  and  was 
adopted — "Tnat  this  Association  earnestly  recommends  to 
the  local  Societies  in  different  portions  of  our  counry,  to  ap- 

Eoint  Committees,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  recorJthe  preva- 
mce  of  epidemics  or  other  diseases,  and  the  general  state  of 
health  in  tneir  respective  localiites  and  transmit  the  said  re- 
ports to  the  committee  of  this  body  on  epidemics,  through  the 
State  Societies,  where  they  exist. "  Dr.  Chas.  A.  Lee  offer- 
ed a  resolution  censuring  the  medical  schools  which  give  two 
courses  of  lectures  annually — which  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Dr.  Buck,  of  New  York,  read  a  paper  on  morbid  growths  in 
the  larynx.  The  subject  of  assimilated  rank  in  the  navy  was 
discussed,  many  members  taking  part  in  it,  and  a  committee 
was  appoint  d  to  bring  the  matter  before  Congress.  Dr.  Peas- 
lee,  of  ffew  Hampshire,  offered  a  resolution  that  no  diplomas 
should  be  granted  to  those  who  intend  to  practice  irregularly. 
A  warm  discussion  followed.  Dr.  Sears  thought  the  faculty 
who  granted  diplomas  in  such  cases  should  have  the  power  of 
taking  them  back.    The  resolution  was  laid  over. 

On  Thursday,  several  resolutions  were  presented  by  Dr.  O. 
J.  Ziegler,  of  Philadelphia,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  pre- 
\nously  appointed  on  local  societies.  They  recommend  the 
adoption  of  measures  for  the  formation  of  State  and  County 
Medical  Societies  throughout  tne  country ;  and,  to  secure  a 
more  general  membership,  that  instead  ofdhe  present  volv^* 
tary  application  for  admission  to  Counl^Scieties  by  indivi- 
doals,  every  unassociaied  eligible  phyt ician^  elected  to  such; 
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and  that  those  thus  elected,  and  neglecting  to  respond  to  or 
unite  themselves  with  the  general  proFession,  be  considered  at 
not  entitled  to  the  usual  rights  and  privileges  of  professional 
intercourse  and  fellowship.  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Illinois,  read 
the  report  on  Medical  Literature.  The  periodical  medical 
litenture  of  the  country,  it  was  stated,  comprises  annually 
16,000  pages,  7,100  being  devoted  to  original  matter,  2,380  to 
reviews,  and  6,390  to  selections  and  editorials.  Complaint 
is  made,  that  in  the  oi^'nal  articles,  writers  are  apt  to  describe 
particular  modes  of  treatment  which  they  have  found  service* 
able,  and  to  recommend  such  modes  to  others  without  legard 
to  seasons  t*^  e  topography  of  the  place,  or  other  local  influ- 
ences. Dr.  Winslow  Lewis,  of  Boston,  offered  a  resolution^ 
recommending  the  passage  by  Congress  of  a  law  compelling 
importers  of  medical  compounds  to  state  on  them  their  true 
constituent  parts ;  and  that  State  Legislatures  compel  vender* 
of  the  same  to  do  so  in  the  respective  States.  Dr.  Welford, 
of  Va.,  moved  that  the  statement  be  made  in  English,  as  the 
spirit  of  such  a  law  had  been  evaded  in  Main  by  the  Chinese 
language  being  used !  Drs.  Bond  of  Baltimore,  Sears  and 
Cocks  of  New  York,  C.  T.  Jackson  of  Boston,  Cox  of  Mary- 
land,  and  Richards  of  Ohio,  opposed  the  resolution ;  and  Drs. 
Parker  and  Bolton  of  Va.,  and  W.  Hooker  of  Conn.,  advoca* 
ted  it.  It  was  lost  by  a  large  majority.  Dr.  Yandell,  of  Ky., 
read  the  report  on  Malignant  Diseases.  A  resolution  offered 
by  Dr.  Gooch,  of  Va.,  to  secure  a  more  strict  adherence  to  the 
code  of  ethics,  and  proposing  that  medical  de^jrees  be  con* 
ferred  on  the  condition,  that  they  be  forfeited  if  the  orthodox 
system  of  medicine  be  deserted,  caused  much  discussion. 
The  subject  was  disposed  of  by  the  passage  of  a  resolution  re* 
commending  to  Medical  Colleges  and  examining  boards,  to 
require  from  graduates  and  licentiates  their  si^^natures  to  the 
code  of  ethics;  rnd  that  the  formal  ad.Tiinistration  of  a  pledge 
faihful  to  observe  the  same,  form  part  of  the  public  exercises 
at  medical  commencements.  The  constitution  was  amended 
BO  that  four  members  of  the  Medical  Board  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  be  admitted  to  the  convention^  and  that  the  American 
Medical  Society  in  Paris  be  entitled  to  a  reprsentation.  A 
Standing  Committee  was  appointed,  to  report  at  the  next 
meeting,  concerning  any  causes  of  death  durmg  the  year  from 
the  use  of  anesthetic  agents.  The  next  yearly  meeting  was 
appointed  to  be  hAiat  St.  Louis.  A  banquet  was  given  in 
the  evening,  at  MvN|^litan  Hall,  about  1  UOO  being  present^ 
which  excelled  aftthiog  of  the  kind  in  New  York — as  aa- 
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gerted  by  the  Tribune,  from  which  the  preceding  brief  sketch 
has  been  condensed — since  the  reception  of  Kossuth  hy  the 
Bar.  On  Friday,  the  delegates  were  invited  to  visit  the  city 
institutions ;  and  those  from  the  North  who  accepted  the  in- 
vitation, escaped  the  risk  to  life  and  limb  which  was  incurred 
by  many  who  returned  home  by  the  land  route  on  the  morn- 
ing of  that  fatal  day.— *jBoWoi»  Med.  and  Surg*  Jour. 

Mr.  St/nUj  tersas  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Medicine  in 
Parisy  and  tlu  Frovinfial  Association  of  England. — Mr. 
Syme  has  been  violently  assailed  in  vaiious  qi^arters,  for  treat- 
ing obstinate  strictures  of  the  urethra  by  a  peiineal  section. 

A  committee  of  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Paris,  that  was 
appointed  to  report  on  the  various  modes  of  treating  strictures, 
made  so  many  misstatements  in  regard  to  the  method  of  Mr. 
Syme,  that  he  was  compelled,  in  self-defence,  to  address  a 
letter  to  the  President  asking^  for  corrections. 

The  Provincial  Association  of  England,  of  which  Mr. 
Syme  was  a  member,  also  permitted  statements,  offensive  to 
Mr.  Syme,  to  appear  in  the  reports  of  cheir  proceedings.  For 
this  reason  Mr.  Syme  resignea  his  membership  of  that  body. 

Vaecinalion. — A  bill  has  passed  to  the  third  reading  in  the 
British  Parliament,  that  will,  if  it  becomes  a  law,  compel 
every  parent,  or  guardian  of  a  child,  to  have  it  vaccinated  be* 
fore  it  is  six  months  old. 

liebig. — Baron  Liebighas  retired  from  the  chair  of  Che- 
mistry at  Giessen,  he  passed  into  private  life  honored  by  the 
gratitude  and  best  wishes  of  the  sc  entific  world. 

The  Ohio  College  of  Denial  Surgery. — This  institution, 
we  are  p  eased  to  learn,  is  in  a  highly  prosperous  condition. 
The  Dental  Profession  in  tne  west  has  taken  an  interest  in 
its  advancement,  that  will  place  it  lieyond  a  possibility  of  a 
failure. 

AVe  have  seen  work  done  by  the  students,  in  the  College 
LaboratorjT  that  certainly  could  not  be  sunttssed  by  the  best  of 
workmen  in  private  practice.  We  j^Al  particularise  an 
entire  set  of  artificial  teeth  made  by  Jfj^V^  of  Oalliopolisy 
intended  for  exhibition  at  the  worlds  fai^Kat  we  feel  confi- 


880  MiscettaneauM. 

dent  most  take  the  prize,  even  when  brought  into  competition 
with  the  Dentists  of  the  world. 

It  is  a  beautiful  specimen  of  Dr.  Aliens  contrnuous  gum» 
on  platina  plate,  and  is  so  perfect  in  form  and  natural  in  ap- 
pearance, as  scarcely  to  leave  room  for  a  desire  for  further 
improvement  in  the  art  of  artificial  work. 


There  are  twentv-eight  regular  medrcal  ijeriodicals  pob^ 
lished  in  the  United  States,  besidei  the  quack  journals. 

The  English  are  about  to  erect  a  monument  in  London  to 
the  memory  of  Dr.  Jenner. 

It  is  said  to  reauire  five  hundred  poanda  of  rose  leaves  to 
produce  one  dracnm  of  otto« 

On  the  Different  Degrees  of  Exeitabiliijf  of  (he  Different 
Puris  of  the  Sensitive  Iferve-t'ibres. — It  is  a  welUknown  fact, 
that  an  excitation  of  the  skin  or  of  a  mucous  membrane,  pro- 
duces a  greater  pain  or  a  greater  reflex  action  than  that  of 
the  nerve  trunk,  from  which  these  parts  receive  their  ner\*e* 
fibres.  For  instance,  a  alight  excitation  of  the  laryngeal 
nHicous  membrane  produces  coughing,  while  an  excitation  of 
the  vagus  nerve  very  rarely  produces  the  same  efiect.  There* 
fore,  there  is  a  notable  difference  between  the  peripheric  ex- 
tremity of  a  nerve-tube  and  its  pait  contained  in  a  nerve  trunk. 

The  existence  of  a  peculiar  organ  in  the  skin  (the  corpus^ 
eles  of  touch  of  Wagner)  has  not  much  (if  it  has  anything)  to 
do  with  the  different  degress  of  excitability  of  nerve4ubes  in 
the  skin  and  in  the  trunks  of  nerves.  The  corpuscJes  of  touch 
do  not  exist  in  the  mucous  membranes,  and  iftbeyexiFt  ia 
the  skin  of  'rogs,  turtles,  etc.,  it  is  in  a  very  small  number ; 
and,  nevertheless,  the  degree  of  excitability  of  nerve  fibres  in 
these  parts  is  much  superior  to  that  of  the  fibres  of  the  nerve- 
trunks. 

Some  very  striking  differences  exist  in  the  degress  of  ex- 
citability of  centripetal  nerve-fibres  in  the  five  following  diift- 
rent  parts  of  their  len^h. 

1st.  The  part  contained  in  the  skin. 

2d.  The  part  of  a  nerve  extendmg  from  the  skin  to  the  spi- 
nal cord. 

8d.  The  posteri^nootp  of  the  spinal  nerves. 

4th.  The  part  cjj^^^sterior  roots  attached  to  the  spinal 
cord. 


Miscellaneous.  381 

6th.  The  part  of  the  cutaneous  nerve-fibres  contained  in 
themy  matter  of  the  spifial  cord. 

The  fthres  existing  in  the  gray  niatter  of  the  spinal  oord 
appear  to  be  inexeitablef  at  least  by  our  ordinary  means  of 
eSDcitation.  Of  the  four  other  parts,  the  less  excitable  is  the 
nerve  between  the  ganglion  and  the  skin.  The  excitability 
of  the  posterior  roots  is  less  than  that  of  the  skin  and  that  of 
their  parts  attached  to  the  spinal  cord.  Of  tbese  two  last 
parts  tne  skin  is  less  excitable  than  the  other. 

i  measured  the  excitability  by  the  degree  of  pain  or  of  r^ 
flex  action.  The  differences  are  much  more  easily  found  for 
the  reflex  action  than  for  the  pain. 

-  Is  it  because  they  have  been  connected  with  the  cells  of 
the  central  my  matter  of  the  spinal  cord,  that  the  centripetal 
fibres  contamed  in  that  gray  matter,  are  not  excitable  ?  If  it 
is  so,  there  is  a  differance  between  these  cells  and  those  of 
the  gangilions  on  the  posterior  roots,  because  the  connection 
of  tfiese  fibres  with  the  cells  of  these  gangilions  does  not  pre* 
vest  their  being  excitable.* 

From  the  facts  above  related  I  conchide  that  the  same 
nerve  fibre,  in  different  parts  of  its  length,  may  have  very 
different  degrees  of  excitability. — Medical  Examiner. 

Case  of  extra-Uterine  Fatation  occvrxiing  in  a  Hernial 
Sac,  By  Dr.  Skirvani. — An  otherwise  healthy  woman, 
aged  38,  had  from  childhood  an  imperfectly  developed  ingui- 
nal hernia  of  the  left  side.  She  nad  been  delivered  eight 
times  without  the  occurrence  of  anything  aLnormal,  except 
that  on  one  occasion  she  had  given  birth  to  twins;  however, 
in  consequence  of  her  labors  being  diflScutt,  the  hernia  had 
gradually  increased  until  it  had  attained  to  half  the  size  of  a 
child's  bead.  The  patient  suffered  no  other  inconvenience 
from  it  than  that  occasioned  by  its  bulk,  and  the  hernia  was 
easily  reduced  during  her  confinement  to  bed.  In  October, 
1850,  she  exeperienced,  while  in  the  act  of  stooping,  the  sen- 
sation of  a  round  body  falling  suddenly  into  the  hernial  sac: 
trdm  that  time  the  hernia  steadily  increased  in  volume,  ana 

^Receotiy,  Dr.  CL  Bsnisrd  has  eovtuaoicated  to  the  Sociele  d$  BM^gm,  of 
PariA*  a  ftict  which  would  be  very  important  if  it  were  exact.^  He  says  that 
some  of  the  fibres  of  the  posterior  roots  of  the  spinal  nerve,  in  frogs,  do  not 
pass  through  the  gangilion.— 4ha(l  they  are  the  sensitrre  fibres,  and  that  the 
gaagilioiuc  fibras  am  iMrely  for  reflex  aetioa.  1  hai^ade  alone*  w  with 
my  friend  Or.  Henry  LoUioW  the  ojinutest  ezai4k^^^bf  the  spinal  ^off* 
liotrs,  and  1  pSh  satisfied  tl&at  all  the  fibres  of  Che  ^^^^^oots  pass  la  the 
ga^ioft,  and  t^tft  0r.  BenaM  hm  beeii  i  ' 
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the  tumor  became  (he  seat  of  paina  similar  to  those  caosed  hf 
a  burn,  which  were  relievea  by  cold  applications.  Two 
months  later  the  patient  perceived  slight  movements  in  the 
tumor,  and  Dr.  Skirvani  then  saw  her  for  the  first  time ;  he 
diagnosed  an  extra-uterine  pregnancy,  but  deferred  operating. 
On  the  24th  of  April  pains  set  in ;  they  extended  from  the  sa- 
crum to  the  hernia,  and  rapidly  increased  both  in  frequency 
and  intensity.  The  patient  having  been  put  under  the  influ- 
ence of  ether,  an  incission  five  inches  long  was  made  in  the 
fundus  of  the  tumor,  which  now  reached  to  the  knee ;  the  pla- 
centa was  then  observed  covered  with  a  sero^fibrous  envelope 
three  lines  in  thickness,  the  structure  of  which  roughly^  re* 
sembied  that  of  the  uterus.  The  child  was  extracted  livings 
with  the  membranes,  but  died  in  an  hour  after  theoperatioa. 
The  wound  soon  closed,  and  the  patient  recovered  completely ; 
the  hernia,  however,  continued  as  large  as  it  had  been  before 
its  occupation  by  the  foetus. —  Wiener  ZtiUchrijl^  Nouvelte 
Encyclographie  des  Sciences  MedicaUi^  October.  1852,  p. 
26 1 .    JJubiin  Q  uarterly  Journal. 


A  New  Styptic  to  arrest  Hemorrhage. — A  number  of  well 
authenticated  cases  of  hemorrhage,  in  which  t.  e  following 
styptic  has  proved  completely  successful  have  been  reported 
in  the  French  journals  by  C.  Sedil;ozt.  A  single  drop  will 
immediately  coagulate  a  cupping-glass  full  of  blood ;  and  a 
large  quantity  of  it  will  convert  blood  into  a  firm  and  resting 
solid.  When  applied  to  a  bleeJing  wound,  the  hemorrhage  is 
arrested  almost  in  an  instant,  by  the  creation  of  a  solid  clot  on 
the  orifices  of  the  bleeding  vessels.  This  styptic  may  be  thus 
prepared :  Take  eight  ounces  of  balsam  of  benzoin,  one  pound 
of  sulphate  of  alumina  aud  potassa,  and  ten  pounds  of  com- 
mon water,  and  boil  these  for  six  hours  in  a  glazed  earthen 
vessel,  care  being  taken  to  add  fresh  quantities  of  boiling 
water  to  supply  the  loss  in  evaporation,  and  stir  constantly. 
At  this  time  the  super-natant  liquid  is  separated  from  the  un« 
dissolved  benzoin;  then  filtered  and  preserved  in  ^lass  bottles. 
It  is  now  fit  for  use.  Thus  obtained,  the  liquid  is  limpid, 
and  resembles  in  j|^r  champaigne ;  i^s  taste  is  styptic,  and 
odor  pleasant  a||^^kmitic.  Is  may  be  applied  by  soaking 
a  piece  of  lint  ^^^Hfluid  and  binding  it  over  the  bleeding 
surface. — Abridi^^mm  Hankiny. — N.  0.  Med.  Jour. 
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FROPESBIONAL    F0LUB8     AND   PROFCSSIOirAL   FEUDS. 

*<  This  is  a  revolutionary  age,  and  medicine  4ia8  caught  the 
spirit  of  the  times." 

This  remark  was  penned  by  the  eloquent  and  gifted  Dr.  Rush» 
of  revolutionary  memory.  The  political  revolution,  from  which 
he  drew  such  a  happy  illustration  of  the  advance  of  medical 
science  in  his  day,  swept  with  the  sword  and  the  bayonet,  the 
minions  of  tyranny  from  our  continent ;  who,  by  the  weight  of 
musty  volumes  of  precedents  and  complicated  legal  forms,  crushed 
the  spirit  of  liberty  to  the  dust,  and  filched  from  the  hands  of  the 
people,  the  means,  earned  by  the  expenditure  of  sweat  and  mus- 
cle, to  maintain  the  pomp  and  splendor  of  courts,  and  to  set  the 
brilliants  in  the  diadem  of  a  haughty  monarch.  But  where  now 
is  the  revolution  in  medicine,  that  in  that  early  period  of  Ameri- 
can history,  strove  to  burst  asunder  the  dark  battlements  of  error 
that  loomed  up  before  the  dimmed  vision  of  the  humble  aspirant 
after  truth,  like  the  sombre  crag  clouds  that  at  times  obscure  the 
morning  sun  ?  Has  the  charge  been  made  on  the  squadrons  of 
goblins  and  spectres  of  theory,  that  have  been  marching  down  the 
high  ways  of  time,  since  the  days  of  Hipocrates,  and  trampling 
under  their  cold  and  flawless  feet,  the  beautiful  living  truths  of 

TOL.   XIV. — ^29.  '' 
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science  ?  Or  are  we  still  at  war  with  those  ancient  fictions,  with 
a  party  like  the  tories  of  our  revolution,  that  would  still  support 
with  finatic  energy,  the  doctrines  and  usages  of  ancient  theorists, 
rather  than  the  practical,  experimental,  revolutionizing  genius, 
that  is  the  spirit  of  this  age  ?  We  must  answer  no  !  the  revolution 
is  not  complete.  The  medical  man  is  still  in  thraldom, — doomed 
like  Rasselas  the  prince  of  Abysinia,  to  drag  out  his  existence 
within  a  fortified  enclosure,  and  to  walk  continually  in  the  same 
sun  beaten  and  dusty  paths  ;  and  to  refresh  himself  only  with  a 
few  exotic  flowers  that  are  artfully  placed  upon  their  margins. 

Theorists  still  strive  to  sway  the  aoeptre  in  medicine,  and  in 
practice  we  are  too  much  guided  by  their  influences.  Though 
experimental  knowledge  has  a  much  wider  range  of  action  than  it 
had  in  former  times,  and  its  influences  are  felt,  and  acknowledged 
in  every  department  of  our  *•  noble  science,"  yet  there  are  theo- 
ries that  embarrass,  and  theorists  that  trammel  the  free  and  full 
exercise  of  the  experimental  truths,  that  are  marking  this  age  with 
such  wonderful  developments  in  the  arts  and  the  physical  sciences. 
But  the  notions  of  men — the  "  fogyisms" — are  yielding  to  the 
true  lights  in  science,  and  facts,  instead  of  fancies,  are  rapidly  ac- 
cumulating on  our  hands,-^storing  libraries, — and  filling  up  our 
minds  ;  but  there  is  yet  much  of  an  adulterated  material  flowing 
in  the  current  of  our  periodical  literature,  that  is  detrimental  to 
our  professional  interests.  The  profession,  and  the  public  at 
large,  are  too  apt  to  receive  plusible  assertions  without  sufficient 
proof,  and  to  try  them  in  practice  without  sufficient  rational  in- 
vestigation. 

But  let  us  come  to  the  point.  We  will  denominate  untried  and 
unproven  iheoneB,  professional  folUes  and  the  discussions  that  they 
originate  professional  feuds.  Now,  we  will  not  assert  that  those 
follies  and  feuds  are  of  no  benefit  to  the  profession  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, they  often  sift  truth  from  error,  and  excite  investigation,  and 
a  laudable  spirit  of  emulation  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge.  The 
alchymists,  with  their  follies  and  feuds,  though  failing  in  their  aim 
in  search  of  the  philosopher's  stone,  led  to  the  discovery  of  many 
principles  in  science  of  incalculable  value.  So,  the  follies  of  theo- 
rists, and  the  feuds  of  the  profession,  may  lead  to  the  establishment 
of  princples  no  lass  important  in  medicine. 
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We  have  two  classes  of  theorists  that  equally  become  enthu- 
siasts in  their  vocs/tions.  One  class  is  forever  striving  to  hurry  the 
mmd  rapidly  on,  from  a  few  untenable  facts,  to  a  fanciful  conclu- 
sion, without  a  proper  rational  experimental  investigation,  to  the 
establishment  of  some  doctrine  that  ^hall  be  an  easy  guide  in* 
practice.  The  other  is  continually  arrayed,  ready  to  give  battle 
in  the  van  of  the  advancement  of  experimental  knowledge,  by 
hurling  into  the  teeth  of  every  discoverer  of  a  new  fact,  the  old 
theories  that  those  new  facts  subvert.  To  this  class  belong  those 
men  who  have,  in  modern  phrase,  been  called  ** old  fogies.**  In 
the  first  class,  we  find  those  men  that  have  been  a  curse  to  every 
age  in  the  history  of  medicine, — that  boldly  announce  themselves 
to  the  world  as  "  reformers,"  and  pretend  to  be  the  discoverers  of 
some  new  principles  which,  when  tested,  prove  to  have  no  other 
origin  than  from  a  distempered  brain. 

The  medical  profession  is  composed  of  two  grand  divisions — 
theorists  and  experimentalists — each  striving  for  the  ascendancy 
over  the  other.  One  is  guided  by  fancies,  the  other  by  facts.  The 
time  has  been,  and  that  at  no  very  remote  period,  when  most  that 
was  written  on  disease  and  medicine  was  speculative  ;  but  in  this 
day  of  chemical  investigation,  and  microscopic  scrutiny,  we  find 
out  the  secret  actions  of  health  and  disease,  and  laugh  at  the  follies 
and  the  fictions  of  ancient  theorists ;  forgetting,  that  as  gross  ab- 
surdities are  coined  daily,  and  are  becoming  current  amongst  us. 
But  wer  have  made  an  assault  upon  the  theorists  in  their  straw  built 
fortifications  of  logic,  and  they  are  driven  from  many  of  the  fruit- 
ful fields  in  which^they  use  to  revel.  Where  now  is  the  theorist, 
that  would  attempt  to  speculate  on  the  composition  and  circulation 
of  the  blood ;  the  uses  of  the  lungs  ;  the  actions  of  the  glands  ; 
the  process  of  digestion  ;  or  on  the  capilliary  system  ;  or  the  ele- 
mentary tissues  of  the  body  ?  They  have  been  driven  from  every 
field  but  that  of  the  nervous  system,  and  here  they  are  entrenched 
to  make  a  final  stand  in  this  mysterious  citadel  in  the  empire  of 
human  organization. 

Theorists  have  now  no  business  with  physiology^  pathology^  or 
therapeutics.  They  are  in  the  hands  of  experimentalists,  except 
so  far  as  they  are  under  the  agency  of  the  nerves. 

Let  us  hope  then,  that  the  Baconuinism  that  has  earned  this  age 
10  surpaat  in  reality,  the  fairy  fictions — ^the  poetical  romances  of 
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of  other  ages,  will  develope  and  demonstrate  the  wonderful  mys- 
teries of  neoralogy,  and  leave  the  whole  field  (K*  medicine  under 
the  dominion  of  the  experimentalists,  free  from  the  follies  and  feuds 
of  theorists,  W. 
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A  Review^  of  the  Subject  of  Tubercular  Hemorrhage^  with 
Remarksi    By  John  Dawson,  M.  D.  Columbus,  O. 

The  design  of  this  is,  to  say  something  on  the  subject  of 
hemorrhage,  and  our  remarks  will  be  mostly  confined  to  he- 
moptysis— ^that  form  of  it  usually  found  associated  with  tuber- 
cular diatheses. 

The  great  frequency  of  pulmonary  diseases,  makes  every 
thing  connected  with  their  pathology  and  treatment  of  impor- 
tance, and  the  frequency  of  hemorrhage  in  connection  with 
the  predisposition  to,  or  existence  of  tubercles  in  the  lungs, 
complicating  as  it  does  one  half,  or  a  little  more,  of  all  cases 
of  toe  disease,  serves  to  render  it  necessary  to  investigate  the 
subject  with  care. 

Our  attention  has  been  directed  to  this  subject,  because  the 
field  of  inquiry  seemed  fruitful,  and  because  we  have  hitherto 
been  unable  to  see  the  propriety  of  certain  measures  pertain- 
ing to  the  treatment  or  hemo{)tysis,  when  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  it  exists  in  connection  with  tubercular  diatheses. 

Although,  from  the  examinations  we  have  made  of  them, 
our  ancient  authors  have  not  overlooked  the  existence  of  such 
a  disease  as  hemoptysis,  nor  the  connection  it  frequently  has 
with  tubercle,  they,  nevertheless,  fail  to  rive  any  special  di- 
rections why  this  rorm  of  the  complaint  should  receive  a  treat- 
ment different  from  that  of  any  other.  Indeed  the  oversight 
extends  very  considerabl;^  among  the  moderns.  Many  of  the 
latter  do  not  exactly  consider  that  all  varieties  of  the  disease 
depend  upon  the  same  cause,  but  they  seem  to  urge  that  they 
are  all  amenable  to  the  same  remedies ;  and,  among  these, 
blood-letting  holds  a  conspicuous  place. 

We  will  now  give  a  sjmopsis  of  the  views  of  some  of  oar 

Principal  writers,  on  the  treatment  of  hemoptysis.   We  might 
egin  with  Hippocrates,  Boerhooye  or  Sydenham,  but  we  haye 
found  so  little  in  their  works,  teaching  the  mottoes  we  have 
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more  immediately  here  under  consideration,  that  we  shall 
come  down  among  the  moderns.  After  examining  these,  we 
find  that  Cullen  is,  perhaps,  more  systematic  in  his  notice  of 
the  complaint,  and  its  remedies,  than  any  other  author  who 
wrote  at  or  near  his  time.  He  also,  it  appears  to  us,  laid  the 
foundation  of  that  practice  which  makes  olood-Ietting  the  most 
important  remedy. 

As,  however,  it  may  be  interesting  to  notice  more  in  detail, 
the  views  of  those  authors,  who  have  written  standard  works, 
we  have  prepared  a  synopsis  from  each  of  them. 

Cullen  makes  distinction  between  the  different  kinds  of  he- 
moptysis founded  upon  their  cause.  He,  however,  fails  to  ob- 
serve these  distinctions,  in  giving  his  views  in  regard  to  the 
treatment.  Indeed  he  lays  down  a  principle  in  reference  to 
their  pathology  that  is  not  only  very  defective,  but  seems  to 
have  served  as  the  basis  of  a  very  pernicious  practice.  In  pa- 
ragraph No.  848,  he  states,  ^^  as  the  hemoptysis  which  hap- 
pens in  consequence  of  a  predisposition,  is  always  attended 
with  a  phlogistic  diathesis :  and  as  the  bad  consequences 
of  the  disease  are  especially  to  be  apprehended  from  the  con- 
tinuance of  that  diathesis ;  so  this  is  to  be  industriously  taken 
off  by  blood-letting,  in  greater  or  smaller  quantity,  and  more 
or  less  frequently  repeated,  according  as  the  symptoms  shall 
direct*  '* 

The  kind  of  hemoptysis  that  he  regards  as  a  consequence 
of  predisposition,  we  presume  is  that,  which  is  found  in  con- 
nection with  the  predisposition  to  tubercle. 

Gregory  says,  that  the  most  important  considerations  con- 
nected with  hemoptysis,  are  those  which  relate  to  its  predis- 
Ksing  and  exciting  causes,  for  upon  these  our  judgment  must 
formed  relative  to  the  progress  and  treatment.  Several 
predisposing  cases  are  enumerated — plothora  of  the  the  gene- 
ral system,  and  a  Scrufulous  diathesis,  are  the  principle. 

Between  the  treatment  of  the  disease,  as  it  originates  from 
these  two  causes,  he  makes  no  material  difference.  Nothing, 
he  remarks,  while  the  blood  is  actually  flowing,  can  be  done, 
except  the  admission  of  cool  air,  and  the  avoidanqe  of  speak- 
ing  and  every  other  kind  of  exertion.  Once  in  a  while  it  is  ne« 
cessary,  he  thinks,  to  open  a  vein  in  the  arm,  while  the  pa- 
tient  is  expectorating  blood  ;hnt  in  general,  this  should  be 

{postponed  until  the  Bleeding  ceases,  when  it  will  often  be 
bund  that  the  pulse  becomes  full  and  hard,  the  skin  hot,  and 
there  is  a  sense  of  oppression  about  the  chest.  Under  such 
circumstances,  the  abstraction  of  blood  should  be  resorted  to 
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from  a  vein  in  the  arm,  when  it  will  generally  be  found  to  be 
covered  with  a  buffy  coat.  Gregory  refers  to  the  practice  of 
Dr.  Miner,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  using  venesection  in  ac* 
tive  conditions  of  the  circulation,  followed  by  from  three  to 
five  trains  of  capsicum.  These  two  remedies,  he  says,  oflen 
actea  like  a  charm. 

Dr.  Mason  Good  makes  a  distinction  between  hemorrhage 
proceeding  from  general  plethora,  and  that  connected  with 
phthisis,  or  a  strumous  diathesis.  His  distinction  applies  only 
to  the  prognosis ;  caused  by  general  plethora,  there  is  no  reason 
in  his  estimation  to  prognosticate  danger.  On  the  contrary, 
he  thinks  great  relief  to  an  engorged  liver,  or  obstructed  mens* 
truation,  have  followed  discharges  of  blood  from  he  lungs. 
His  treatment  is  the  same,  it  matters  not  with  what  constitu- 
tional taint  the  system  is  affected.  Venesectiony  if  the  hemor- 
rhage is  active,  he  regards  as  one  of  the  most  important  steps 
towards  a  cure. 

Eberle,  who  stood  so  high  among  us  a  few  years  since,  is 
very  positive  in  his  directions  in  regard  to  the  abstraction  of 
blood.  He  says  little  in  regard  to  the  connection  of  the  dis. 
ease  with  tubercle,  but  gives  his  directions  indiscriminately. 
When  the  pulse  is  frequent,  tense,  or  hard,  the  momentum  of 
the  circulation,  he  says,  should  be  immediately  reduced  by 
venesection,  and  to  do  this  correctly,  he  adds,  it  is  oflen  ne- 
cessary to  abstract  blood  copiously.  For  the  chronic  form  of 
the  disease,  he  suggests  other  remedies. 

Dungilson,  who  bas  written  on  the  practice  of  medicine 
with  considerable  care,  makes  some  distinctions,  as  it  regards 
the  cases  proper  for  blood-letting.  In  very  many  cases  he  sug- 
gests that  blood-letting  is  unnecessary  to  arrest  the  flow,  ven- 
tilation,  posture,  &c.  being  all  that  is  proper. 

But,  he  remarks,  where  there  is  evidence  of  hvperemia,  or 
of  plethora,  the  quantity  of  the  circulating  fluid  must  be  di- 
minished, otherwise  the  hemorrhage  will  be  likely  to  occur. 
In  an  other  connexion,  he  states,  that  when  there  is  a  sense 
of  heat  or  pain  in  the  chest,  cough,  dyspnoea,  and  the  pulse  be 
at  the  same  time  full  and  hard,  blood-letting  may  be  practiced 
at  the  discretion  of  the  practitioner.  We  explain  the  modus 
operandij  upon  the  principle  of  revulsion. 

Watson,  before  speaking  of  the  treatment,  considers  the 
different  varieties  of  pulmonary  hemorhage,  and  notices  in  a 
very  special  manner  its  frequent  connection  with  tubercle. 
Very  commonly,  he  suggests,  there  is  a  distinct  febrile  move- 
ment, accompanying  the  hemorhage;  the  heart  beats  with 
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increased  force  and  frequeucy;  the  cheeks  are  flushed;  the 
skin  is  hot ;  sometimes  the  pulse  is  hard,  full  aud  bounding, 
giving  rise  to  what  he  says  the  ^^peop/e"/  call  a  hemorrhage 
puht.  In  giving  his  views  of  the  treatment  he  says  that  he- 
morrhage sometimes  works  its  own  cure ;  but  he  states  that 
it  is  better  that  we  should  cure  the  bleeding,  than  that  it  should 
cure  itself — that  we  should  diminish  the  congestion  with 
which  it  is  linked  through  the  safer  channels  awrded  by  the 
veins  of  the  arm. 

Wood  gives  the  subject  of  hemoptysis  in  general,  and  also 
the  form  we  are  noticing,  a  very  careful  consideration.  He 
regards  the  disease  as  depending  on  several  causes— -bronchial 
or  pulmonary  inflammation,  organic  diseases  of  the  heart, 
aneurism,  supjppression  of  habitual  discharges,  and  phthisis. 
When  occurring  in  connection  with  phthisis,  he  thinks  the 
tuberculous  predisposition  constitutes  also  a  predisposition  to 
hemorrhage. 

With  respect  to  the  treatment  when  associated  with  a  scro- 
fulous or  tuberculous  diathesis,  the  author  is  more  sensible 
than  any  we  have  examined.  While  he  recognizes  the  pro- 
priety of  bleeding  in  hemoptysis  connected  with  a  robust  con- 
stitution of  the  system  and  other  signs  of  plethora,  or  in  ac- 
tive congestion  of  the  lungs,  he  cautions  against  the  indis- 
criminate use  of  the  lancet  when  there  is  evidence  of  the  ex- 
istence of  tubercles  or  a  strong  tendency  to  them.  He  does, 
however,  seem  to  admit  that  these  states  of  the  system  even 
when  tuberculosis  is  manifest  that  may  require  the  loss  of 
blood  in  small  quantity.  In  general,  however,  this  author 
thinks  it  better  to  leave  the  hemorrhage  of  consumptive  indi- 
viduals to  nature  than  to  treat  it  with  a  free  and  indiscriminate 
use  of  the  lancet.  In  favor  of  this  course  he  invokes  the  aid 
of  his  own  experience.  He  says  that  he  has  frequently  seen 
individuals  with  tubercular  tendencies  recover  from  attacks  of 
hemotysis  without  doing  anything  for  the  complaint,  and  live 
along  in  the  enjoyment  of  ordinary  health  for  years ;  whereas, 
he  believes,  that  if  such  had  been  freely  depleted  with  the  lan- 
cet their  days  would  have  been  shortened. 

We  might  give  the  opinions  of  a  still  greater  number  of 
authors ;  but  we  regard  those  we  have  brought  forward  as  pre- 
senting a  very  fair  specimen  of  what  has  been  and  now  is  the 
doctrines  of  the  profession. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  a  majority  of  those  to  whom  we  have 
alluded  have  not  made  any  difference  in  the  treatment  of  the 
different  kinds  of  hemoptysis.    That  variety  associated  with 
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tubercle  seems  to  be  treated  in  no  decided  respect  different 
from  that  connected  with  plethora,  or  a  firm  rigorous  condi* 
tion  of  the  general  system. 

While  there  appears  to  be  a  ^eat  unanimity  of  opinion  in 
reference  to  the  necessity  of  usmg  the  lancet,  it  seems,  never- 
theless, that  there  are  scarcely  any  two  authors  that  agree  as 
to  the  exact  character  of  the  indications  that  are  to  be  falfill- 
ed  by  the  measure.  Cullen,  as  we  have  seen,  makes  a  phlo- 
gistic diathesis  the  principal  condition  of  the  system  in  he- 
morrhage. He  thinks  that  it  seldom,  if  ever,  takes  place  un- 
less there  is  an  excess  in  the  (quantity  and  quality  in  the  circu- 
lating fluid ;  such  being  his  views  no  one  can  object  to  bis 
remedy.  Several  others  think  that  the  principal  trouble  con- 
sists in  hyperemia  or  congestion  of  the  pulmonary  tissue,  and 
hence  they  practice  venesection,  from  the  arm  or  foot,  in  or- 
der to  produce  a  revulsive  effect  upon  the  blood.  Watson 
says  there  is  a  certain  conditton  of  the  pulse  which  requires 
the  use  of  the  lancet.  In  his  usual  flippant  kind  of  style  he 
calls  it  the  ^^  hemorrhage ''  pulse.  Sometimes  he  says  it  is 
quite  hard,  full  and  bounding,  and  then  the  **people^*!  he  says, 
calls  it  a  hemorrhaae  puhe.  He  don't  tell  us  whether  it  is 
the  common  people  or  the  professional  "people."  If  the 
former,  they  certainly  belong  to  the  *^  Progressives  ;**  if  the 
latter,  we  have  not  yet  met  with  any  of  them.  We  have  no- 
ticed that  there  are  about  sixty  different  modifications  of  the 
pulse  enumerated  by  our  elementary  writers.  Among  them, 
imaginary,  as  many  of  them  are,  we  find  nothing  that  sounds 
like  a  hemorrhagic  pulse.  Nor  have  we  ourselves  been  able 
to  conceive  of  any  movement  of  the  external  system  to  which 
such  a  name  could  be  properly  applied. 

The  objects  of  bleeding,  says  Wood,  are  two-fold,  first  to 
diminish  the  tensions  of  the  vessels  by  lessening  the  quantit}*^ 
of  the  circulating  fluid,  and  the  force  of  the  heart's  action, 
and  secondly,  to  alter  the  character  of  the  blood.  The  indi- 
cation for  the  first  of  these  effects  he  thinks  is  quite  obvious. 
To  accomplish  it  as  effectually  as  possible  the  blood  should 
be  withdrawn  suddenly  by  a  large  orifice,  so  as  to  bring  on  if 
possible  a  slight  tendency  to  faintness.  The  second  effort, 
that  of  altering  the  character  of  tbe  blood,  has  for  its  object 
the  diminution  of  the  red  corpuscles,  for  it  seems  to  be  taken 
for  granted  that  they  are  always  in  excess. 

To  say  thatin  order  to  understand  anything  in  regard  to  reme- 
dies, or  the  propriety  of  their  application  to  certain  diseases,  or 
forms  of  disease,  requires  that  strict  attention  should  be  paid 
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to  the  alterations  in  both  the  solids  and  fluids,  for  the  correc- 
tion of  which  they  are  exhibited,  would  be  to  repeat  what  is 
universally  known;  and  yet  it  is  of  importance  to  be  reminded 
that  we  sometimes  investigate  the  relation  too  imperfectly. 

In  tuberculosis,  with  which  hemorrhage  is  connected  as  a 
complication,  we  have  rather  a  uniform  series  of  changes,  not 
only  in  the  lungs  but  in  almost  every  organ  or  tissue  of  the 
body.  This  state  of  things  is  too  familiar  to  justify  a  reca- 
pitulation, further  than  what  is  merely  necessary  for  our  pre- 
sent purpose.  Instead  of  being  a  local  disease  as  was  once 
supposea,  tuberculosis  is  a  general  one,  affecting  both  the  so- 
lids and  fluids  in  every  part  of  the  body,  but  betraying  a  pre- 
ference for  spending  its  principal  force  upon  particular  organs. 
The  deposition  of  tubercular  matter  appears  to  be  the  result  of 
a  certain  modification  occurring  in  textural  nutrition.  At  cer- 
tain points,  the  cell-germs,  by  which  textures  are  renewed,  are 
more  or  less  imperfect,  and  as  a  consequence,  granular  matter 
is  deposited  from  the  plasma,  which  gradually  hardens  with- 
out the  development  of  cells  or  fibres.  A  single  granule  be- 
comes a  nucleus  which  attracts  to  it  other  matter  of  similar 
character,  and,  in  this  way,  tubercles  are  formed  which  may 
be  cacoplastic  or  aplastic  according  to  the  amount  of  vital 
force  connected  with  the  process. 

Whether  the  matter  of  which  tubercle  is  composed,  is  the 
result  of  a  degeneration  of  the  tissues  in  which  it  is  usually 
found  located,  or  is  a  deposit  from  the  blood,  is  a  question  not 
very  easily  solved.  Hippocrates,  Aretaeus,  Morgagni,  Ferrel, 
ascribe  the  formation  or  tubercle  to  the  concretion  of  a  thick, 
viscid  fluid,  poured  out  by  the  vessels  of  the  aflTected  part. 
By  others,  among  the  ancients,  tubercles  are  looked  upon  as 
lymphatic  gangleons,  in  a  state  of  enlargement.  Some  mo- 
dern authors  concur  in  this  opinion.  Dr.  Rush  regards  them 
as  collectio.s  of  inorganic  mucous.  An  eminent  English 
physician,  Baron,  contends  that  they  are  animalcular  pro- 
ducts. It  seems  to  be  true  that  hydatids  have  been  found  in 
connection  with  tubercles  in  some  of  the  inferior  animals, 
and  Louis  and  Andral  have  occasionally  met  with  such  a'Sso- 
ciations  in  the  human  lung.  The  fact,  however,  that  such 
occurrences  are  so  exceedingly  rare,  lends  strength  to  the  con- 
clusions that  the  position  is  sophistical. 

Nothing,  indeed,  is  better  settled,  than  that  tubercular  mat- 
ter, whatever  be  its  site,  form  or  consistence  is  a  direct  pro- 
duct of  the  blood.  Physiological  and  pathological  analogies 
strengthen  this  view. 
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The  physical  properties  of  the  blood  in  phthisis,  or  in  a 
phthisical  diatbisis,  furnishes  some  suggestions  with  refer* 
ence  to  the  enquiry  before  us. 

To  all  it  is  known  that  the  blood  of  phthisical  patients 
exhibits  the  ordinary  characters  of  inflammatory  blocd ;  and 
hence,  the  disease*  is  classed  among  those  to  which  the  term 
hyperinoses  is,  by  modern  authors,  applied.  By  no  means, 
however,  is  it  true  that  the  blood  exhibits  all,  rnd  to  their 
fullest  extent  characteristics,  mch  as  we  usually  find  in  the 
phlegmotic.  In  the  first  stages  of  the  disease,  the  blood  is  rich 
m  fibrin,  and  poor  in  corpuscles ;  the  clot  is  small,  consistent, 
and  covered  with  a  buify  coat.  As  it  progresses,  changes  oc- 
cur. While  the  turbercles  are  unsottened,  the  increase  in 
fibrin  is  small,  and  the  decrease  in  corpuscles  not  very  great. 
At  the  period  of  softening  of  the  turbercles,  and  the  forma- 
tion of  vomica,  the  fibrin  rises  to  its  maximum,  doubling  in 
many  instances  the  healthy  standard,  while  the  corpuscles  de- 
crease in  a  similar  proportion.  At  the  approach  of  the  last 
stage  of  the  disease,  this  state  of  things  becomes  materially 
altered.  The  fibrin  is  then  often  found  below  the  healthy 
standard. 

While  these  physical  properties  of  the  blood  are  generally 
found  to  exist,  m  most  cases  of  phthisis,  there  seems  to  be  a 
still  greater  deterioration  in  cases  characterized  by  hemor- 
rhage. By  the  highest  authority  we  are  assured  that  hemor- 
rhau[ic  blood  differs  in  no  material  respect  from  that  of  the 
pyrexia.  Generally  the  clot  is  large,  soft,  and  but  little  dis- 
posed to  form  a  veritable  coagulum.  Between  this  dissolved 
state  of  the  blood,  and  certain  morbid  phenomena,  a  relation  ex- 
ists which  is  not  without  meaning.  For  years,  perhaps,  preced- 
ing the  first  discharges  of  blood  from  the  lungs,  the  skin  com- 
mences loosing  its  color,  the  muscles  their  round  plump  form, 
and  the  body  its  uprightness  and  vigor  of  motion,  in  con- 
nection with  this  state  of  things,  emaciation,  want  of  energy 
in  the  function  of  calorification,  perverted  secretions,  etc.,  are 
usually  observed  indicating  in  a  very  positive  manner,  both 
cachexia  and  cachemia. 

Indeed,  we  are  assured  by  Andral  that  the  grand  condition 
of  the  blood  favorable  to  hemorrhage,  and  without  which, 
perhaps,  no  form  of  the  disease  takes  place,  consists  in  a  di- 
minution of  the  fibrin  relatively  to  the  globules.  So,  gene- 
rally does  this  appear  to  be  the  case  that  it  is  impossible  to  re- 
gard the  facts  as  in  any  other  light  than  as  cause  and  effect. 

The  diminution  of  fibrin  relatively  to  the  corpuscles  takes. 
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place  in  two  conditions  of  the  blood.  In  one  the  fibrin  pre- 
serves the  normal  standard,  while  the  globules  are  much  be- 
yond the  ordinary  limit  of  the  physiological  state.  This  is 
what  is  usually  called  ^<  poc/m  ''  hemorrhage,  and  is  found  in 
connection  with  plethora  of  the  general  system.  The  other 
condition  consists  in  having  less  fibrin  than  natural,  while  the 
globules  vary  but  little  from  the  usual  Quantity.  This  is 
what  is  called  "  aesive  "  hemorrhage,  ana  is  the  kind  that 
obtains  in  scurvy,  chlorosis,  and  in  the  pyrexia  of  the  ady- 
namic type.  Andral  believes  that  the  blood  in  neither  case 
presents  the  buffy  coat,  unless  complicated  with  inflammation. 
The  clot  is  usually  large  in  consequence  of  the  abundance 
of  red  corpuscles,  and  soft  from  the  deficiency  of  fibrin. 

What  it  is  in  the  habits  of  an  individual,  that  gives  rise  to 
a  deficiency  of  fibrin  in  the  blood,  is  not,  so  far  as  we  are  ac- 

Siainted  with  the  subject,  understood.  From  the  fact  that 
kalies  destroy  the  power  of  the  blood  to  coa(i:ulate,  it  has 
been  supposed  that  tne  blood  of  hemorrhagic  patients  con- 
tained an  excess  of  this  substance.  Were  this  granted  to  be 
true,  we  should  still  be  at  a  loss  to  know  how  it  is  that  a  de- 
ficiency of  fibrin  prepares  the  blood  to  pass  from  the  capillary 
vesesls  to  the  surface  of  mucous  membranes.  What  is  there  in 
fibrin,  more  than  in  some  of  the  other  constituents,  that  can 
exercise  an  anti-hemorrhagic  influence? 

We  come  now  to  enquire  briefly  into  the  effects  of  blood- 
letting in  the  disease  before ^us ;  first,  upon  the  general  system; 
secondly,  upon  the  blood  itself.  Upon  the  system  at  large, 
blood-letting  cannot  be  anything  else  than  debilitating.  What- 
ever, of  course,  withdraws  from  the  system  the  elements  that 
go  directly  to  build  it  up  and  sustain  it,  gives  rise  to  weakness, 
want  of  tone  and  energy.  In  truth  the  effects  are  not  unlike 
those  connected  with  the  process  of  starvation.  In  the  one 
instance  the  sustaining  principle  is  not  taken  into  the  system 
at  all;  in  the  other  it  is,  but  before  reaching  its  destination,  it 
is  abstracted  from  it.  But  why  elaborate  on  a  principle  so 
perfectly  plain  and  one  with  which  all  are  so  familiar.  The 
measure,  as  all  know,  has  been  invoked  in  every  period  of  the 
profession,  to  take  off  the  phlogestic  diathesis,  to  weaken  the 
system,  to  produce  debility  direct.  Bled  regularly  for  a  cer- 
tain length  of  time,  the  flesh  and  fat  diminish  in  quantity  and 
quality,  the  surfaces  becomes  pale,  and  the  nervous  system 
gives  evidence  by  vertigo  and  convulsions,  that  the  process  of 
destructive  assimilation  is  covered  in  with  a  great  degree  of 
morbid  activity. 


« • 
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Upon  the  blood  itself,  the  effects  of  blood-letting  are  nosr 
much  better  understood  than  formerly.     At  one  time  it  was 
supposed  that  all  the  constituents  of  the  blood  were  alike  di- 
mmished  by  venesection^     More,  even  than  this.     We  sup- 
posed that  by  depletion,  we  could  very  certainly  remove  from 
the  blood  its  inflammatory  element,  the  fibrin,  and  thereby 
hasten  the  crisis  of  a  disease.      Now  the  problem,  as  to  ho^r 
far  bleeding,  repeated  more  or  less  frequently,  has  the  power 
to  remove  the  excess  of  fibrin,  has,  in  tne  estimation  of  some 
of  our  most  industrious  cultivators  of  the  science,  been  pretty 
well  solved.     Andral  asserts  that,  however  abundant,  or  fre- 
quently repeated  the  bleedings,  the  fibrin   continues  undi- 
minished.    He  adds,  **  when  once  the  blood  is  set  about  pro- 
ducing an  excess  of  fibrin,  no  matter  what  is  done,  a  certain 
length  of  time  must  elapse  before  this  disposition  is  exhausted. 
Talking  it  for  granted  that  we  have  an  excess  of  fibrin,  or 
that  the  disease  before  us  is  connected  with  a  phlogistic  dia* 
thesis,  abstractions  of  blood  would  not  remove  the  trouble. 
This,  however,  as  we  have  seen,  is  not  the  case ;  the  blood  is 
in  an  impoverished  condition,  has  less  fibrin  and  corpuscles 
than  natural,  and  those  already  professing  a  relation  to  each 
other  that  favors  hemorrhage;  for,  as  has  been  previously 
shown,  the  tubercular  pre-disposition  constitutes  also  a  pre-dis- 
position  to  hemorrhage.     Considered,  therefore,  in  any  light, 
the  remedy  can  have  no  other  eflTect  than  that  of  coinciding 
with  the  disease.'* 

As  has  been  seen,  there  is  an  excess  of  corpuscles  in  the 
hemorrhagic  diathesis,  and  it  is  supposed  that  it  is  to  this  cir- 
cumstance, in  some  measure,  that  the  disease  is  due.  Wood, 
careful  and  judicious  as  he  seems  to  be  in  writing  on  this  sub- 
ject, is,  nevertheless,  simple  enough  to  found  one  of  his  rea- 
sons for  depletion  on  this  imaginary  circumstance.  In  certain 
kinds  of  hemorrhage,  this  excess  is  positive;  as  for  example 
in  that  connected  with  a  full  plethoric  condition  of  the  general 
system.  But  in  the  complaint  about  which  we  are  speaking, 
it  is  only  relative.  The  globules  are  at,  or  near  the  healthy 
standard,  while  the  fibrin  is  much  below  this.  Now  vene- 
section, reducing  the  corpuscles  and  leaving  the  fibrin  in  a 
nieasure,  unchanged,  must  have  the  effect  of  carrying  the  mor- 
bid relation  between  the  fibrin  and  corpuscles  still  further 
beyond  the  physiological  state,  and  thus  mvor  the  alliance  of 
the  blood  to  the  condition  which  actually  obtains  in  hemor- 
rhage. 

Viewed,  therefore,  in  any  aspect  it  seems  that  venesection 


Dawson  on  Turbercular  Hemorrhage.  469 

:l->  as  a  remedy  for  the  variety  of  hemoptysis,  associated  with 

y'-  tabercle,  is  not  only  useless,  but  not  calculated  to  fulfill  any 

1 1  indication  connected  with  the  complaint. 

W-  As  we  have  now  shown  that  the  practice  of  venesection  is 

not  applicable  to  the  malady,  it  may  be  enquired  what  remedy 
can  DC  suggested  that  is  emcacious;  or  is  the  disease  one  of 
those  to  wnich  it  is  proper  to  apply  the  term  opprobrium 
medieorum9  We  are  not  among  those  who  look  forth  in  the 
resonrces  of  the  science  ;  it  matters  not  with  what  a  patient 
is  affected.  Not  that  we  believe  that  the  physician  is  fully 
armed  for  every  engagement  with  the  enemy.  By  no  means. 
He  meets  with  many  enemies,  which,  although  unable  to  con- 
quer, he  can,  nevertheless,  so  manage  as  to  evade  their  de- 
stroying influences. 

To  drop  the  figure,  we  think  the  plan  of  abandoning  the 
disease  to  nature,  much  more  likely  to  prove  beneficial,  than 
the  practice  we  have  been  considering.  This,  however, 
would  be  the  opposite  extreme,  one  of  the  places  where  truth 
is  seldom  founa  to  reside. 

As  auxiliaries  to  venesection,  drugs  of  various  kinds,  and 
of  almost  opposite  properties  have,  at  one  time  or  other,  had 
more  or  less  reputation,  administered  either  at  the  time  the 
blood  is  flowing,  or  during  the  intervals  that  usually  elapse. 
Common  salt,  cayenne  pepper,  nitrate  of  potash,  tanar-emetic, 
are  pretty  fair  samples  of  what  hav^  been  recommended. 
These  articles,  like  venesection,  have  been  recommended,  ra- 
ther indiscriminately,  for  every  variety  of  hemoptysis.  One 
author  seems  to  have  copied  them  into  his  work  and  recom- 
mended them  merely  because  he  finds  them  suggested  as  be- 
ins  proper  by  a  previous  one. 

In  the  form  oi  complaint  before  us,  some  precision  is  re- 

auired.  There  is  a  positive  condition  of  both  solids  and 
uids ;  and  articles,  differing  as  widely  in  their  properties  as 
as  cayenne  pepper  and  tartar-emetic,  cannot  be  supposed  to 
be  applicable  to  the  same  conditions  of  the  system.  The 
disease,  as  has  been  seen,  is  connected  with  both  cachexia 
and  cachemia,  and  any  thing  entitled  to  the  character  of  a 
remedy  should  be  suited  to  the^indications  which  an  analysis 
of  such  states  present. 

At  the  time  that  the  blood  is  flowing  it  may  be  safely  stated 
that  there  is  nothing  which  can  exercise  very  much  influence. 
Most  that  can  be  done  with  any  reasonable  prospect  of  suc- 
cess, will  have  to  be  done  during  the  intervals  thatusually  elapse. 
As,  however,  the  period,  during  which  the  flow  of  blood  is 
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taking  place,  is  always  one  of  intense  interest  to  both  patient  and 
physician,  something  is  required  for  immediate  relief.     What 
would  promise  as  much  as  anything  else  under  such  circum- 
stances, would  be  cool  air  to  the  chamber  of  the  patient,  and 
revulsions  of  the  most  active  chiracter.     The  condition,  it 
should  be  recollected,  is  not  one  in  which  there  is  an  excess 
of  blood  in  the  system,  but  one  in  which  there  is  for  the  time 
being,  too  much  in  the  lungs.     Hence,  something  to  direct 
the  circulation  from  the  lungs,  as  Hot  applications  to  the  in- 
terior extremities  with  cold  water  or  ice  to  the  chest  would 
seem  to  be  advisable.     When  revulsions  are  not  speedily  effi- 
cacious, and  the  flow  of  the  blood  is  portentious  nemoptisis, 
the  application  of  ligatures  to  the  extremities,  would  oe  an 
important  measure.     If  there  is  any  drug  that  is  applicable 
here,  we  should  suppose  it  to  be  opium.     Nothing  would  be 
more  likely  to  quiet  the  anxiety  of  mind^  or  to  allay  the  irri- 
tability of  the  heart  and  arteries  and  thus  bring  about  an  equi- 
librium. 

After  the  flow  from  the  lun^  has  ceased,  measures  should 
be  instituted  to  prevent  a  similar  recurrence.  These  should 
be  addressed  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  general  system 
and  alter  the  character  of  the  blood.  Of  the  things  proper  for 
the  system,  we  know  of  nothine  more  likely  to  exert  a  bene- 
ficial effect  than  measures  and  drugs  calculated  to  afiect  favo* 
rably  the  condition  of  the  functions  of  circulation,  digestion 
and  assimilation.  If  compatible  with  the  condition  of  the 
digestive  organs,  free  living,  the  use  of  animal  and  vegetable 
articles,  rich  in  the  protein  compounds  should  be  adopted.  In 
addition  to  such  a  course  of  living  there  are  a  number  of  me* 
dicines,  that  from  their  known  theraputic  effects,  ought,  and 
really  do  have  character  under  such  circumstances.  We  al* 
lude  to  the  preparations  of  iron,  the  mineral  acids,  vegetable 
tonics  and  cod-liver  oil. 

Besides  such  treatment  of  the  system,  something  also  seems 
to  be  required  for  the  blood.  The  object  here,  should  not,  as 
Wood  suggests,  be  to  lessen  the  number  of  corpuseles,  because, 
as  we  have  seen,  their  excess  is  only  relative ;  but  it  should 
be  to  increase  the  quantity  of  fibrin,  the  deficiency  of  which 
constitutes  the  most  essential  element  of  the  disease. 

The  process  by  which  fibrin  is  increased,  is  rather  indirect. 
According  to  the  present  doctrines,  it  is  the  result  of  a  meta- 
morphosis of  the  corpuscles  and  the  amount  alwa)r6  varies  in- 
versely with  the  mass  of  carpuscles ;  or,  in  other  words,  the 
more  carpuscles  there  are,  the  less  in  quantity  is  the  fibrin, 
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and  vice  versa^  If  this  view  be  correct,  the  treatment  having 
for  its  object  an  increase  of  fibrin,  must  consist  of  measures 
or  druffs,  not  designed  to  diminish  the  corpuscles,  the  material 
out  of  which  fibnn  is  to  be  formed,  but  to  hasten  when  the 
corpuscles  are  in  excess,  their  change  into  fibrin.  The  mea- 
sures that  we  have  spoken  of  as  applicable  to  the  system  at 
large,  such  as  free  living,  the  vegetable  and  mineral  tonics, 
etc.,  are  proper  here.  It  seems  that  the  carouscles  principal- 
ly consume  oxygen  during  their  change  to  nbrin.  This  cir- 
cumstance would  suggest  the  propriety  of  adopting  habits  fa- 
vorable to  the  supply  of  oxygen — as  for  example  ail  the  exer- 
cise compatible  with  the  strength  of  the  patient  would  seem 
to  be  advisable. 

We  have  now  passed  briefly  through  this  subject,  and  we 
are  forcibly  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  we  have  given 
it  a  very  imperfect  consideration.  As  we  progressed  points 
were  developed  highly  pertinent,  but  the  elaboration  of  which 
would  have  increased  tne  length  of  this  paper  much  beyond 
what  was  originally  designed.  To  investigate  the  subject 
thoroughly  would  involve  a  consideration  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  tubercle,  as  well  as  a  review  of  all  the  facts,  microsco- 
pical and  chemical,  connected  with  the  general  subject  of  he- 
morrhage. Enough,  perhaps,  has  been  done  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  profession  to  the  plan  of  treatment  hitherto  in  use, 
and  which  we  have  attempted  to  show  is  unscientific  accord- 
ing to  the  present  state  of  medical  science. 


Case  of  Obstructed  Labor.    By  S.  G.  Menzies,  M.  D. 

The  following  case  offers  a  point  new  to  me  in  the  practice 
of  obstetrics ;  nor  have  I  seen  anything  mentioned  of  the 
kind  in  the  books.  If  you  think  the  profession  may  derive 
any  benefit  by  its  publication,  you  can  give  it  a  place  in  your 
journal : 

Was  called,  March  22d,  to  Mrs.  Gunning,  on  Lower  Mar- 
ket street,  about  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  found  her  in  the  first  stage 
of  labor,  irregular  pains  had  commenced  the  night  before. 
Her  system  was  in  good  oider.  Her  make  that  of  a  well  form- 
ed, moderate  sized  Irish  woman,  used  to  work.  Presentation 
Ist  position  of  Bodaloque,  and  the  labor  progressing  fairly. 
Returned  in  haste  at  ipast  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  found  the  child's 
head  advanced  to  the  pelvis ;  during  the  examination  the 
membranes  broke  and  a  small  quantity  of  water  escaped. 
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The  paiDs  were  now  regular,  powerful  and  the  uterus  contract* 
ing  in  the  best  way  for  a  speedy  and  happy  deliveiy,  with  a 
small  amount  of  liquor  amnii  flowing  at  each  pain;  a  few 

f>ains  protruded  the  scalp  i  of  an  inch  beyond  tne  vulva*  I 
bit  so  confident  that  all  would  soon  be  over,  that  I  so  assured 
the  mother,  but  much  to  my  surprise,  things  remained  just  as 
they  were  until  7  o'clock,  a  period  of  4^  hours;  the  pains 
ana  contraction  of  the  uterus  not  flagging  a  particle  ;  durine  all 
this  time  I  was  expecting  the  headto  pass  under  the  arch  at 
every  uterine  effort,  but  its  firm  and  steady  condition,  began 
to  make  me  fear  some  obstruction  might  exist.  A  more 
careful  examination  did  not  show  any  contraction  of  the  in- 
ferior diameters  of  the  pelvis.  The  relation  between  the 
head  and  the  straight  appeared  natural. 

I  then  forced  the  index  finger  under  the  arch  and  around 
the  occipital  portion  of  the  head  and  discovered  the  parietal 
bones  so  overlapped  that  their  posterior  superior  angles  were 
forced  under  the  superior  angle  of  the  occiput  and  the  supe- 
rior angle  of  the  occiput  sticking  out  like  a  knob,  coming  in 
direct  contact  with  the  pelvis,  thus  causing  a  positive  obstruc- 
tion to  the  passage  under  the  arch.  I  placed  my  finger  above 
and  half  round  tne  knob,  and  pressed  firmly  downwards  and 
outwards,  making  all  the  traction  I  could  by  maintaining  this 
force  for  the  time  of  two  pains.  I  had  the  pleasure,  at  the. 
second  one,  to  feel  the  knob  give  under  the  pelvis  and  the 
head  pass  out.     Balance  of  the  labor  terminated  well. 

There  was  a  great  elongation  of  the  head  and  a  crease  in 
the  scalp  along  the  course  of  the  lamdoidal  suture.  The  face 
gave  evident  signs  of  compression  of  the  brain,  feeble  efforts 
to  inspire  were  made  at  long  intervals.  Severed  the  cord  and 
suffered  some  blood  to  run,  inflated  the  lungs,  supplied  hot 
cloths  to  the  stomach.  The  child  struggled  for  existence 
until  next  day,  but  died  without  fairly  establishing  life.  It 
was  rather  under  medium  size,  except  in  length,  which  was 
more  than  usual. 


A  Case  of  Acute  Rheumatism  Treated  with  full  doses  of 
Quinine.    By  W*  M.  Houston,  M.  D.  Urbana,  O. 

On  Wednesday  afternoon  I  was  called  to  visit  Miss  G , 

ei^ht  miles  north-east  of  this  place.  On  iny  arrival  I  ob- 
tained the  following  history  ot  the  case.  The  patient  (16 
years  of  age)  was  attacked  on  the  previous  Saturday  with 


aeole-riieamaliein  of  a  very  sefcre  ehaneler .  On  Sunday  Dr. 
lohflson  was  called  in,  and  for  Ihrae  days  applied  the  OBoal 
remedies  for  rheomatism,  viz :  Bleeding",  menmrial  poiga^ 
tivee,  omnm,  laitar  emetic  and  coieldcamy  wilhonl  any  good 
eflbct;  in  feet  tbe  patient  giwr  worse  from  day  to  day,  until  I 
first  saw  her,  when  she  was  onable  to  mwt  hand  or  foot ;  as 
the  least  motion  cansed  estremie  saAiing.  Her  poise  was^ 
one  hundred^  fall  and  strongs  jointa  somewhat  irwHrilen  andi 
slightly  ved« 

What  coorae  to  mume  with  m  prospect  of  aflbrding  relief, 
after  the  fldluie  of  neiarly  all  th»  anti^rheufflatic  nsmedies, 
was  a  onestion  in*  record  to  which  physieiana  ihight  well  be 
evsnsea  fordiflking  m  tiieir  opiaioaa*  Dr.  J.  was  in  fiiTor  of 
fiirttier  venesection,  and  taking  the  palse  an  a  guide,  this 
measure'  seemied  not  only  waitaoted  but  positivriy  indicated. 
As,  howev«r,  she  had  idready  been  Ued  twiee,  I  was  fearful 
metastasis  might  reenlt  from  the  fhither  loss  of  blood.  I  sujb^ 
gested  the  foflowioff  treatment,  (which,  although  seemii^Iy 
empirical,  waa  aecMed  to  by  Dr.  J.,  as  the  unial  remedies 
had  most  signally  ftiledV,  vub  :  8  gra.  quimne,  %  gr».  opium, 
and  2  grs.  ipecac  every  tnird  hour,  unlesa  symytoms  of  nar- 
oatism  duMnd  supervene }  chlorofbrm  Uninoenr  to  be  applied  tO' 
the  joints  9  lemonade  to  be  drank  fieeiy.  I  agreed  to  see  thef 
patient  the  neifday,  but  beiujj^  cailed  in  Ae  night  to  attend  an 
obstetrical  case  (eiffht  miles  from  town,  in  aumier  direction),  > 
which'  {Mttved  to  ne  a  very  tMiotts  labors  I  did  not  see  her 
again  until  SaturdaMf  momingy  whefr  I  learncMt  that-  in  the 
crane  of  the  first  Mrelve  howashetoek  40  grr.  quinine,  10^ 
ffrs.  opium,  and  10  grs.  ipeca<^;  used!  oa^  of  liniment  to  thtf 
joints,  butdid>  not  usa  tbe  lemons;  9he^  rested  #eU  through 
the  night,  and  in  tiie/  moraiiu;  fedt  greatty  reKevedw  During 
Tbnnmy^and  Ftidqr  sh#  tbM  about  SO  grs«  more  of  qidnine, 
and  eoauah  colchicum  to  o^  tbe  bowe&  When  I  saw  her 
on  SaturuT  morning  she  waa  able  to  wsdk  about  the  room«^ 
was^  etittvefy  free  from  pain}  pulse  redooed  to  70,  of  mode* 
rata  fbrce^  and  with  Oa  eaoepHon  of  a  sl%ht  stiiheas  of  the' 
jcnafts  tiiere  was  na  evidence  mat  the  patient  had  ever  hadau 
allask  of  ihsHinstisini 

Jfyhonia  of  Tw^niv,  Uanthi  Stijmding^  J^eluptd  bu  Iodine  hf^ 
halation^    Br  finwAan  B;  Saavavs,  Ml  D.  LebanoUi  O. 

In  a'COBunonicatiM  to  tha  itmaricaa  Medical  AasodatSoil^ 
inHrVoL  of  Traasaodont  fbr  10M^  Prof.  Psnosast  has^^ven 
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the  record  of  two  cases  of  loss  of  voice.  The  one  of  siXf 
the  other  of  seven  months  standingi  both  cored  by  inhalatioa 
of  a  dilut.  dorine  vapor. 

In  connection  witn  these  cases,  Dr.  Panooast  remarks: 
"  The  form  of  aphonia  here  alluded  to,  is  that  which  manv 
practitioners  most  have  met  with,  following  an  ordinaiy  cold, 
without  leaving  any  perceptible  oiganic  lesion  in  the  pulmo* 
nary  apparatus.  Ijie  voice  is  reduced  to  a  faint  hoarse  whis- 
per, distinguishable  only  at  the  distance  of  a  few  feet,  and  at 
continued  attempt  to  talk,  though  it  gives  no  pain,  becomes 
quickly  attendeo  with  a  feeling  of  iati^e,  as  though  there 
was  some  obstruction  to  the  passage  of  air  through  the  larvu. 
In  breathing  merely,  there  is  little  (x  no  difficulty,  in  these 
cases,  as  the  individuals  are  capaUe  of  underlying  considera* 
ble  exertion  without  very  unusual  sisns  of  fiitigue.  The  dif- 
ficulty has  appeared  to  me  to  be  in  uie  paraljneed  condition  of 
the  muscles  of  the  larynx,  whose  business  it  is  to  dilate  the 
rima  glottidis,  durinff  the  act  of  articulation.^' 

The  conclusion  of  Dr.  Pancoast  is,  that  such  agent  as  will 
excite  a  healthy  and  {mtg^  degree  of  stimulation  in  Uie  af* 
fected  structure  ought  rationally  to  restore  the  power  of  aiti- 
Gulation.  He  consequently  used  the  dilut.  dorine  vapor,  wiUi 
entire  success  in  the  two  casea  referred  to,r-at  the  same  time 
suggesting  that  iodine,  or  other  similar  agents  would  doufadeas 
produce  a  similar  effect. 

The  following  case  of  this  kind  lately  occurred  in  niy 
practice,  chiefly  remarkable  from  the  long  duration  of  ab* 
sence  of  voice,  beinsr  twenty  months,  in  other  reqKcts  similar 
to  those  related  by  Dr.  Panooast. 

AfrU  6, 1863. — Miss  — r-  applied  for  medical  advice  and 
treatqient,  in  a  case  of  loss  of  voice,  of  twenty  months  stand* 
iuff,  spperveninff  upon  a  slight  attack  of  inflnensa.  Has  been 
su^ct  to  brief  attacks  of  hoarseness,  lasting  for  a  few  days 
at  a  time,  for  seveml  years.  Genenl  health  delicatie.  Since 
the  present  attack,  has  been  subject  to  a  mat  variety  (^  treat- 
ment, induding  the  application  of  nit.  sUv.  in  strong  solution, 
within  the  larynx  by  means  of  the  sponge  probeing.  Noth- 
ing, however,  producing  any  effect  upon  the  voice.  I  find 
upon  carefol  examination,  no  espedal  evidence  of  dis- 
ease in  the  fences ;  there  is  an  entire  inability  to  produce 
sound  of  any  description  with  the  proner  vocal  oi^gans;  all  at- 
tempts  at  speaking  are  made  with  the  lips — whispering.  But 
not  bdng  aUe  to  divest  mysdf  of  the  idea  that  a  follicolar 
tntlammatJciP  of  the  throat  and  bitmcfaial  tubes  was  the  oanae 
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of  the  mischief  in  some  winr,  I  commenced  the  treatment 
by  directing  the  inhaUtion  of  nit.  silv*  prepared  with  the  ly- 
oopodium,  as  an  inplpable  powder,  ana  innaled  by  means  of 
the  apparatus  introduced  b^  Dr.  Ira  Wsnren.  This  treatment 
was  faithfully  persevered  m  for  one  month,  with  no  better  re- 
suits  than  the  previously  tried  remedies. 

May  7.«*Acting  upon  the  idea  suggested  by  Prof.  Pancoast 
of  paralysis  of  the  muscles  of  the  tarynz,  I  now  determined 
to  tiy  the  iodine  vapor.  I  accoidingl]^  selected  an  apparatus, 
consisting  of  a  metalic  vase  or  urn,  with  a  close  fitting  cover, 
flexible  tube,  and  month  piece  attached,  (used  some  years  since 
for  breathing  medicated  vapors  in  the  treatment  of  consump- 
tion). And  directed  my  patient,  after  filling  the  vessel  half 
full  with  hot  water,  to  drop  in  80  drops  Hnet.  iodine,  and  in* 
hale  the  vapor  produced  by  the  heatra  water.  Inhalation  to 
be  repeated  once  to  thrice  daily,  according  to  the  irritation  or 
effects,  otherwise,  produced.  The  first  inhalation  produced 
gfedX  nausea  for  a  short  time,  and  copious  bloody  expectora- 
tion, but  accompanied  by  an  almost  immediate,  though  par- 
tial restoration  of  voice.  The  dose  of  iodine  was  directed  to 
be  reduced  to  16  drops ;  and  thereafter  no  unpleasant  effects 
were  produced.  The  voice  continued  to  improve  steadily 
under  this  treatment,  until  at  the  end  of  a  week  it  had  ac- 
quired the  natural  fullness  and  distinctness  of  tone. 

June  16.-*-More  than  a  month  has  elapsed  since  the  re- 
storation of  voice ;  it  continues  distinct  ana  natural. 


Criminal  Abortion^  and  Trial  far  Murder.    By  M.  J.  W 
Ambbosi,  M.  D.,  of  Wyoming,  Ky. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  the  9th  day  of  March  last,  I  was 
called  to  visit  Mrs.  Matuda  McKinnavao,  a  widow  lady,  at 
her  father's,  Mr.  Elisha  Bradley,  of  Bath  Conn^,  Ky., 
about  1^  miles  n.  w.  of  Wyoming. 

I  found  Mrs.  McKinnavan  suffering  with  severe  pain  in  the 
hipogastric  region,  and  very  tender  to  the  touch  with  some 
fullness.  Tongue  red  around  the  edges,  tip^  and  running 
back  about  halfway  in  the  middle ;  remaining  portton  white. 
Thirst  considerable*  Puke^  100  beats  in  a  minilte,  full  and 
firm.  Bpwels  had  been  moved  that  morning.  Micturition 
normal.  I  interronted  her  relative  to  her  catamineal  dis- 
charge. She  said,  she  **  had  caught  cold,  and  bar  oounes  had 
rather  stopped.'' 
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From  themamier  in  which  she  compiained,  I  was  cobki- 
entiooaly  impreflBed  with  the  opimoii  thafi  she  was  laboring 
under  the  agonising  pains  of  abortion ;  and,  I  was,  aboat  to 
enquire  of  her  if  such  was  not  the  case,  when  I  nfleoted  that 
she  was  a  widow^  and  that  her  husband  had  been  dead  forse*^ 
veral  years,  and  knowing  nodiing'  derogatory  to  hes  character^ 
I  forlNire.askioff  anycnestioaaoD  that  satgect^  fop  fear  of  oflbr- 
inff  her  an  insm:  aoai  determined  to  treat  her  case  as  enteric 
ioflammatioa»  at  the  same  time,  bellevii^  other  orgaae  tiian 
the  bowels:to  be  inmlved  in  the  disease  within  the  pelvic  re* 

£'  )n.  Consequently,  I  treated  die  oase  aooordifigly  up  to  Fri- 
y  evening  about  11  o'clock ;  I  beinff  present,  she  ouled  me 
to  her  bed-side  and  asked  me  if  I  though  I  understood  her 
case.  I  repKed,  I  did,  so  fiur  as  she  hsd  made  her  qrmptome 
known  to  me^  and  that  she  was  *^<hkboring  under  iuQammation' 
of  the  bowels/ 
day  I  went: 

cure  an  abortion  for  me,  as  I  was  then  in  the  famihr-way. 
asked  her  what  BCra.  Bovd  fgave  her.  She  said  <<  nothing, 
but  pressed  and  squeezea  the  lower  portion  of  my  bowm 
hard,  and  robbed  down^'^  (making  motion  with  her  hands  in 
imitation  of  the  old  woman,)  <^  wmch  gave  me  much  pain,  and* 
she  also  greased'  her  fingo'  with  some  kind  of  ointment  and* 
introduced  it  into  my  privv  narta.  Mrs.  Boyd  told  me  there* 
was  no  danger,  for  she  haa  clone  maay(l)f  a  one  that  way,  and 
they  could  goaboniall  the  time ;  at  any  rste^  not  lay  up  moi^ 
than  a  day  or  two.  I  asked  her  if  the  child  had  come  away. 
She  saidi,  <<  it  came  away  on  yesterday. "  How  old  do  you 
suppose  ib  was  ?  ^  about  nine  week%  and  Mrs.  Boyd  said,  if  I 
hsd  waited  until  the  child  would  have  been  aoout.  three 
months  old,  she  could  have  succe^ed  much  better,  it  being  so 
small  she  had  to  press  hard  to  feel  it.  I  also  paid  her  fifteen 
dollars  for  her  servioes.'' 

This  declaration  she  made  to  nie,  apparendy  in  perfect, 
mind,  and  afterwards  to  her  mother  in  the  oeiqing  of  her  bro'* 
ther,  about  thrse  hoursbslbre  her  death. 

l%e  case  terminatihg  as  a  criminal  one,  in  my  opinion,  I 
believed  it  my da^to  rnvve  the  body  examined  by  qome  repn* 
taUb  physidani  opt  only  on  aoeount  of  my  own  reputation, 
but  alsoiorthe'  snpprsssloa  of'  crime.  I,  tneiefore,  obtained 
pemussion  Aom.tiie  friends  of  the  deceased  to  have  the  body 
eiamihedi  aadtheo  called  to  my  aid^  Dr.  Hurris^  j^erburne 
Ky4,  who  farowlit  with  him  young  Dr.  Boby. 

Autopsis— Saturday  March  12th,  7  o'clock  P.  Ml,  seven- 


t<ien  hourfi  after  d^th,  post  ihottem  wM^aiMmeikced  Irf  ^. 
Bobj/by'inciritm  froih  superieir  ^nous  pfrocess,  of  oae  fleum 
to  that  of  the  other,  and  from  the  mcission  down  linea  alba  to 
'ftytnipbi8t&  putils.  The  flaps  iX  each  side  turned  down. 
FouAd  peritoneum  i^amed,  especially  that  part  on  the  Uterus 
^nd  posterior  part  of  the  bladder.  Thefre  was  estimated  about 
Dne  onaift  of  serum,  with  some  durdy^ike  suheftfthce,  Or  coaMk'* 
ted  albumen  floating  In  !t,  contained  within  the  cai^lty  of  the 
abdomen.  The  small  bowels  were  in  it  portion  of  fheir  eirtent 
congested,  paticularly  that  pottion  found  about  mid- way  be- 
low the  umtnlicns,  stad  descending  the  cavitjr  of  the  abdomen 
about  six  inches,  and  extending  a^tit  asibr  in  a  ^transverse  £* 
rection,  especially  the  anterior  portions.  The  Ibtood-vessels 
distended  with  tilood  of  ft  bright  red  color.  Ardh  of  colon 
healthy,  but,  the  sigmoid  flexure  inflameid  and  of  e  very  daik 
color.  The  thighs  wera  bloody.  I>r.  Hatvis  removed  the 
vagina  and  literas  together  fW)m  thefr  location,  and  attach- 
ments with  the  iBcalpel,  and  on  tiutting  open  the  vagina  it  was 
found  to  contain  blood,  and  was  contused  on  one  side — The 
uterus  was  enlarged  to  about  five  inches  in  length,  and  three 
inches  in  width,  its  walls  about  one  inch  thick,  and  contained 
clots  of  blood.  On  its  internal  surface  near  the  mouth  of  fal- 
lopian tube,  was  found  a  net  work  or  celular  ^pot  about  the 
size  of  a  shilling,  somewhat  oval,  perhaps  the  placental  attach- 
ment.   Bladder  was  healthy  and  empty. 

Dr.  Harris  took  the  ovaries  home  with  him,  and  reports  to 
me,  as  the  result  of  his  investigations,  the  following :  *^  The 
left  ovary  was  of  the  normal  size,  and  presented  nothing  unu- 
sual in  any  way,  save  the  inflamed  condition  of  its  peritoneal 
coat.  The  right  was  one  third  larger,  darker,  much  more  vas- 
cular, and  in  it  I  found  a  true  corj>us  luteum ;  about  |  of  an  inch 
wide  by  f  long — ^in  short  presenting  all  the  characteristics  of  a 
true  corpus  luteum,  according  to  Montgomery  in  the  cyclope- 
dia of  practical  medicine,  Taylors  medScalJurisprudence,  and 
several  other  works  in  my  possession.  The  cavity  of  the 
corpus  was  filled  with  a  tenacious  albuminoid  substance  in 
process  of  cicatrization." 

The  civil  authorities  hearing  of  the  case,  laid  it  before  the 
tJrand  Jury  of  Circuit  Court,  of  Bath  County  Ey.,  Judge 
Moore  presiding,  which  held  its  Spring  term  a  lewdays  after 
the  sad  and  melancholy  occurrence.  A  true  bill  was  found  by 
the  Grand  Jury  a^inst  Mrs.  Boyd  for  murder.  His  honor. 
Judge  Moore  bad  her  summoned  immediately  to  qppear  in 
ouTt,  to  answer  to  the  chaige. 
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From  the- maimer  in  which  she  comphtined,  I  wai  consci- 
endoualy  impresBed  with  the  opiiiioa  thati  ehe  was  laboring 
under  the  agonising  pains  of  ahoiiion;  and^  I  was.  aboat  to 
enquire  of  her  if  such  was  not  the  case,  when  I  reflected  that 
she  was  a  widow^  and  that  her  husband  had  been  dead  for  se^ 
vera!  years,  and  knowing  nothings  derogatory  to  het  character, 
I  forbare  askinff  anyoueetiooa  on  that  sobyect,  fim  fear  of  oflbr- 
ing  her  an  insotte  aquj  determined  to  treat  her  case  as  miterio 
i^mmatioB^  at  the  same  time,  believii^  other  organe  ^an 
the  bowels  to  be  involved  in  the  disease  witUn  the  pelvic  re^ 
ffion.  Conseqnentily,  I  treated  the  case  aoaordingly  up  to  Tn* 
day  evening  aboob  11  o'clock ;  I  being  pmsent^  she  called!  me 
to  her  bed<>sidiB  and  asked  me  if  I  tboo^  I  understood  her 
case.  I  replied,  I  did,  so  ftr  aa  she  had  ntiade  her  qrmptome 
known  to  me,  and  that  she  was  <^«laborinff  under  inQammation' 
of  tibe  bowels.*'  She  replied. to  me  ana:  said,  <«on  Ilwt  San« 
day  I  went,  to  Mrs^  Boyd^s  on.  Flat  creek,  to  get  her  to  pro« 
cure  an  aboition  for  me,  as  I  was  then  in  the  family-way/'  I 
asked  her  whtf  Mra.  Bovd  gave  her.  She  said  <<  nothine, 
but  pressed  and  squeezea  the  lower  portion  of  my  bowm 
hard,  and  mbbed  down,''  (making  motion  with  her  hands  in 
imitation  ci  the  old' woman,)  ^ wmch  gave  me  much  pas|i,  and' 
she  also,  greased/  her  fixiger  with  some  kind  of  ointment  and* 
introduced  it  into  mv  privr  paita.    Mrs*  Boyd  told  me  there 

was  no  danger,  for  rae  hafl  clone  nutny  (I)  a  one  that  way,  and 
they  could  go.  about  all  the  time ;  at  any  iite^  not  lay  up  more 
than  a  day  or  two.  I  asked  her  if  the  child  had  come  away. 
She  said,  *<  it  came  away  on  yesterday. "  How  old  do  you 
suppose  it  was?  **  about  nine  week%  and  Mra»  Qoyd  wid.if  I 
had  waited  until  the  cbUd  would  have  beei^  aoout.  thif  e 
months  old,  she  could  have  succe^ed  much  better,  it  being  so 
small  she  had  to  press  hard  to  feet  it.  I  also  paid  her  fifteen 
dollars  for  her  seivioes^*' 

This  declaration  she  made  to  ipe,  apparently  In  perfect, 
mind,  and  afterwards  to  her  mother  in  the  ne^Hng  of  her  bro* 
ther,  about  three  hours  bsfne  her  death. 

The  case  terminatibg  as  a  criminal  one,  in  my  opinion,  I 
believed  it  my  daty  to  bive  the  body  examined  by  qome  repu- 
toblb;physieian|  opt  only  on  aoeount  of  my  own  reputation,, 
but  alsoior'tiie'  supprssrion  of'  crime.  I,  therefore,  obtained 
permisaion  Aom.fhe  ftiends  of  the  deceased  to  hare  tiie  bodv 
iiamitaedi  ^-'-*  **- "^  ^ *^  ^^  " — '-  -'^    »     ^' 


Kfkf  who  bvongkt  with  him  young  Dr*  Roby . 
Antopais— Mturday  March  12th,  7  o'clock 
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teen  liotxrft  alter  d^th,  port  mbttem  wa& '^oMStneficed  trf  ^r. 
ilobji  by  ^ncirioti  froih  sup^riot  ^ndus  ptbceBB^  of  one  fteuiii 
to  that  of  the  oth6r,  and  from  the  iticission  down  linea  alba  to 
iAh  ffat^.  The  flaps  df  each  ride  tttmed  down, 
peritoneum  hiAairned,  especially  that  pait  on  the  tterus 
"and  posterior  part  of  the  bladder.  TheM  wa6  estimated  about 
^ne  quaift  of  serum,  with  seme  ctlhly^like  suheftahce,  or  coamhi'- 
ted  albumen  floating  In  tt,  contained  within  the  ca^ty  of  the 
iBibdomen.  The  smati  bowels  were  in  a  portion  of  f heir  extent 
congested,  paticularly  that  poition  Ibana  about  mid-way  be- 
low the  umDilicns,  atad  descending  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen 
about  six  inches,  and  extending  about  asfbr  in  a  transverse  di- 
rection, especially  the  anterior  portion^.  The  'blood-vesscAs 
distended  with  tiiood  of  a  brigM  red  colon  Ari^h  of  colon 
healthy,  but,  the  sigmoid  flexure  inflamed  and  of  a  very  daik 
color.  The  thighs  were  bloody.  Dr.  Hatvis  removed  the 
vagina  and  titenis  together  fW)m  their  location,  and  attach- 
ments with  the  iBcalpel,  and  on  oatting  open  the  vagina  it  was 
found  to  contain  blood,  and  was  contused  on  one  side — The 
uterus  was  enlarged  to  about  five  inches  in  length,  and  three 
inches  in  width,  its  walls  about  one  inch  thick,  and  contained 
clots  of  blood.  On  its  internal  surface  near  the  mouth  of  fal- 
lopian tube,  was  found  a  net  work  or  celular  ^ot  about  the 
size  of  a  shilling,  somewhat  oval,  perhaps  the  placental  attach- 
ment.   Bladder  was  healthy  and  empty. 

Dr.  Harris  took  the  ovanes  home  with  him,  and  reports  to 
me,  as  the  result  of  his  invesHgations,  the  following .-  *^  The 
left  ovary  was  of  the  normal  size,  and  presented  notning  unu- 
sual in  any  way,  save  the  inflamed  condition  of  its  peritoneal 
coat.  The  right  was  one  third  larger,  darker,  much  more  vas- 
cular, and  in  it  I  found  a  true  corpus  luteum ;  about  f  of  an  inch 
wide  by  |long — ^in  short  presenting  all  the  characteristics  of  a 
true  corpus  luteum,  according  to  Montoomery  in  the  cyclope- 
dia of  practical  medicine,  Taylors  memcal Jurisprudence,  and 
several  other  works  in  my  possession.  The  cavity  of  the 
corpus  was  filled  with  a  tenacious  albuminoid  substance  in 
process  of  cicatrization.^'  * 

The  civil  authorities  hearing  of  the  case,  laid  it  before  the 
Otand  Jnry  of  Circuit  €ourt,  of  Bath  Coun^  Ky.,  Judge 
Moore  presiding,  which  held  its  Spring  term  a  lew  days  after 
the  sad  and  melancholy  occurrence.  A  true  bill  was  found  by 
the  Grand  Juty  against  Mrs.  Boyd  for  murder.  His  honor. 
Judge  Moore  had  her  summoned  immediate^  to  SiPpeiBir  in 
outt,  to  answer  to  the  chai^ge. 


469  Ambbosb  an  Cft^iminal  Ahortbm^ 

Front  the  maoBer  in  wbich  she  compUmed,  I  was  conBci- 
endooaly  impreeBed  with  the  omaioa  thaii  aha  was  laboring 
under  the  agonisiDg  pains  of  aooition;  and,  I  was,  about  to 
enquire  of  her  if  such  was  not  the  case,  when!  lafleded  that 
she  was  a  widow^  and  that  her  husband  had  been  dead  for  se*^ 
vera!  years,  and  knowing  nothings  derogatory  to  bet  character^ 
I  forbare.aakioff  anyoneetioiison  that  flBbjeot^  fibrfear  of  oflbr- 
inff  her  an  insiw:  ancii  determined  to  treat  her  case  as  enteric 
iraammatioo^  at  tiie  same  time,  beEeving  other  orgaaa  ttian 
the  bowels.to  be  inmlved  in  the  disease  wi&in  the  pelvic  re^ 
flion.  Conseauenfcly,  I  treated  the  case  accordingly  up  to  Fri- 
day evening  about  11  o'clock ;  I  being  pnesent^  she  calied:  me 
to  her  bed-side  and  asked  me  if  I  though  I  understood  her 
case.  I  replied,  I  did,  so  Ur  aa  she  had  made  her  qraiptome 
known  to  me,  and  that  she  was  *^*laborinff  under  inQannnatioii' 
of  tibe  bowels**'  She  replied. to  me  andisaid,  <Aon  last  Sun- 
day I  went. to.  Mrsk  Boyd's  on.  Flat  creek,  to  get  her  to  pro« 
cure  an  abortion  for  me,  aa  I  was  then  in  the  family-way/'  L 
asked  her  what  Mra^  Bovd  gave  her.  She  saidT^'  nothing, 
but  pressed  and  squeezed  the  lower  portion  of  my  bowds 
hard,  md  rubbed  oown,''  (making^  motaon  with  her  hands  in 
imitation  of  the  oldwoman,)  ^  wmch  gave  me  much  pai|i,  and' 
she  also  greased/  her  finger  with  somekibd  of  ointment  and' 
introduced  it  into  nay  privv  paita.  Mn.  Boyd  told  me  there 
was  no  danger,  forane  haa  clone  many  (1)  a  one  that  way,  and 
they  could  go;  about  all  the  time  ^  at  any  rate^  not  lay  up  more 
than  a  day  or  two.  I  asked  her  if  the  child  had  come  away. 
She  saidi,  **  it  came  away  on  yesterday. "  How  old  do  you 
suppose  it  was  ?  ^  about  nine  week^  and  Mrs,  Boyd  aaid  if  I 
had  waited  until  the  child  would  have  beeii  about,  three 
months  old,  she  could  have  succe^ed  much  better,  it  being  so 
small  she  had  to  press  hard  to  feet  it«  I  also  paid  her  fifteen 
dollars  for  her  services/' 

This  declaration  she  made  to-  me,  apparently  in  perfect, 
mind,  and  afterwards  to  her  mother  in  the  nefqing  c^her  bro» 
ther,  about  three  hoursbafbie  her  death. 

The  case  terminating  ae  a  criminal  one,  in  my  opinion,  I 
believed  it  isiy  do^  to  ttive  the  body  examined  by  9>me  repu- 
taUa-physidani  opt  only  on  aeeount  of  mv  own  repntafion^, 
but  also  fortlia-  supprassioa  of'  crime.  I,  therefore,  obtained 
permission  Aom. the  fifiende  of  the  deceased  to  hare  ttie  body 
examiliedtaadtbeD  called  to  my  aid^  Dr.  Harriaof  $l^erbume. 
Ky^  who  brought  with  him  young  I)r«  Roby . 

Antopsit— Saturday  March  12th,  7  o'clock  P.  Ml^  seven* 


taen  hotm  after  defetth,  post  itidttekti  was  taiffime&ced  trf -Dr. 
Aobj,  by  ^ncisioti  frofh  tlup^rioinlj^iious  pffdceBS,  of  oae  rfeutti 
to  that  of  the  other,  and  fmttithe  mcissrion  down  linea  alba  to 
wnjphida  fuMs.  The  flaps  df  each  side  ttimed  down. 
Foand  peritoneum  hiSamed,  especially  that  part  on  the  tterus 
^nd  posterior  part  of  the  bladder.  Thefre  was  estimated  about 
^ne  quarrt  of  serum,  with  some  cuk^y^like  subi^bce,  Or  coagtila^ 
ted  albumen  floating  tn  !t,  contained  within  the  ca^ty  of  the 
abdomen.  The  small  bowels  were  in  a  portion  of  their  extent 
congested,  paticularlj  that  poition  found  about  mid-way  be- 
low the  umoilicns,  atad  descending  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen 
about  six  inches,  and  extending  about  asfkr  in  a  ^transverse  A" 
rection,  especially  the  anterior  portions.  The  Iblood-vesscAs 
distended  with  tilood  of  a  bright  red  color.  Arch  of  colon 
healthy,  but,  the  sigmoid  flexure  inflamed  and  of  a  very  daik 
color.  The  thighs  were  bloody.  Dr.  Han^  removed  the 
vagina  and  tilerus  toS|ether  fW)m  therr  location,  and  attach- 
ments with  the  scalpel,  and  on  e^ing  open  the  vagina  it  was 
found  to  contain  blood,  and  was  contused  on  one  side — The 
uterus  was  enlarged  to  about  five  inches  in  length,  and  three 
inches  in  width,  its  walls  about  one  inch  thick,  and  contained 
clots  of  blood.  On  its  internal  surface  near  the  mouth  of  fal- 
lopian tube,  was  found  a  net  work  or  celular  ^ot  about  the 
size  of  a  shilling,  somewhat  oval,  perhaps  the  placental  attacti- 
ment.    Bladder  was  healthy  and  empty. 

Dr.  Harris  took  the  ovaries  home  with  him,  and  reports  to 
me,  as  the  result  of  his  investigations,  the  following :  **  The 
left  ovary  was  of  the  normal  size,  and  presented  nothing  unu- 
sual in  any  way,  save  the  inflamed  condition  of  its  peritoneal 
coat.  The  right  was  one  third  larger,  darker,  much  more  vas- 
cular, and  in  it  I  found  a  true  carpus  luteum ;  about  f  of  an  inch 
wide  by  flong — ^in  short  presenting  all  the  characteristics  of  a 
true  corpus  luteum,  according  to  Montgomery  in  the  cyclope- 
dia of  practical  medicine,  Taylors  medical  Jurisprudence,  and 
several  other  works  in  my  possession.  The  cavity  of  the 
corpus  was  filled  with  a  tenacious  albuminoid  substance  in 
process  of  cicatrization.^' 

The  civil  authorities  hearing  of  the  case,  laid  it  before  the 
tlrand  Jnry  of  Circuit  Court,  of  Bath  Countv  Ky.,  Judge 
Moore  presiding,  which  held  its  Spring  term  a  few  days  after 
the  sad  and  meBincholy  occurrence.  A  true  bill  was  found  by 
the  Grand  Jury  against  Mrs.  Boyd  for  murder.  His  honor. 
Judge  Moore  bad  her  summoned  immediaite^  to  Sippear  in 
ouTt,  to  answer  to  the  chaif;e. 


469  Amirosb  an  Cf^mik<d  Mmrtm^^ 

Front  the*  maimer  io  which  she  complained,  I.  ti«i  cooeci- 
entioudjir  impreeMd  with  the  oniaioii  thab  aho  waa  laboring 
under  the  agoniaing  pwns  of  aix)iiion ;  and,  I  waa.  about  to 
enquire  of  her  if  anon  was  not  the  caae,  when  I  raflected  thai 
she  was.a  widows  and  diat  her  husband  had  been  dead  forae^ 
veral  years,  and  knowing  nothings  derogatoiy  Io  her  chamoter, 
I  fovl!frre.a8kinffan]iroue8tioiia<Mii  thai  aufajact,  fi>i>fear  of  oflbr- 
ing  her  an  insott:  ix^i  determined  to  treat  her  case  as  enteric 
ioSanmu^tOB^  at  the  same  time,  believing  other  organa  than 
the  bowelsio  be  inmlved  inthe  disease  witiun  the  pelvic  re- 
gion. Consequttitly,  I  treated  tibe  case  accordingly  up  to  Tn- 
day  evening  about  11  o^cIock ;  I  beinff  present^  she  called  me 
to  her  bed<>siiiB  and  asked  me  if  I  tnoag^  I  understood  her 
caae.  I  replied,  I  did,  aofikr  aa  ahe  had  made  hersymptoma 
known  to  me^  and  that  ahe  was  *^<laborinff  under  inQammation 
of  the  bowels*''  She  rmlied.to  me  and' said,  ^^on  lasl>San« 
day  I  went  to.MrSk  Boyd's  on.  Flat  creek,  to  ge^  her  to  pro* 
cure  an  abortion  for  me,  aa  I  was  then  in  the  family-way/'  I 
asked  her  what  Mra^  Bovd  gave  her.  She  aaid  <<  nothing, 
but  preased  and  aqueeaed  the  lower  portion  of  my  bowcJa 
hard,  and  rubbed  oown,'^  (making  motion  with  her  hands  in 
inutatioB  of  the  old  woman,)  ^wuch  gave  me  much  pain,  and 
she  alao  ffreaaed/  her  finger  with  some  kind  of  ointment  and* 
introduced  it  into  my  privy  parte.  Mrs.  Boyd  told  me  there 
waa  no  danger,  for  we  haaaone  many  (I)  a  one  thai  way,  wad 
they  could  goi  about  all  the  time  \  at  any  rate^  not  lay  up  nM>r« 
than  a  day  or  two.  I  asked  her  if  the  child  had  come  away. 
She  said,  ^*  it  came  away  on  yesterday. "  How  old  do  you 
sunpose  it  was  ?  **  about  nine  weehs^  and  Mrs.  Bovd  aaid.if  I 
had  waited  until  the  child  would  have  been  about  three 
months  old,  she  could  have  succe^ed  much  better,  it  being  so 
small  she  had  to  prese  hard  to  feet  it.  I  also  paid  her  fifteen 
dollars  for  her  services.'' 

This  declaration  she  made  to  me,  apparently  in  perfect 
mind,  and  afterwards  to  her  mother  in  the  ne^ng  ef  her  bro«^ 
ther,  about  three  hoursbsliMe  her  death. 

The  case  termiaatibg  aa  a  criminal  one,  in  my  opinion,  I 
believed  it  nvf  da^  to  nim  the  body  examined  by  aome  lepn. 
taUe  phyaiaiaai  opt  only  on  aoeount  of  my  own  reputation^ 
but  alsofordM'  aupprasaioa  of*  crime.  I,  therefore,  obtained 
peimiaaion  Aom<the  irienda  of  the  deceaaed  to  have,  the  body 
examined^  and  then  called  to  my  aid^  Dr.  Harris  of  fil^erbnme 
Ky^  who  faroogiH  with  htm  young  Dr«  Roby. 

Autopaia— ftturday  March  18th,  7  o'clock  P.  HT .,  aeven- 


taen  liourft  alter  d^th,  post  ttidttem  was  totttmenced  1}r^  !Dr. 
fiobjybjr'incisiofri  froih  superior  sj^nous  pfi)ceBS,  of  oae  fleutii 
to  that  df  the  other,  and  mm  the  incission  down  linea  alba  to 
-aytnphiStB  putiHs.  The  flaps  df  each  ride  turned  dowti. 
Found  peritoneum  ^aflamed,  especially  that  part  on  the  tterus 
«»!  posterior  part  of  the  bladder.  There  was  estimated  about 
one  qnetrt  of  semm,  with  some  dukdy^ike  aubstatace,  Or  coaMla* 
ted  albumen  floating  !n  ft,  contained  within  the  canity  or  the 
abdomen.  The  smatl  bowels  were  in  a  portion  of  their  extent 
congested,  paticularly  that  poition  found  about  mid-way  be- 
low the  ummUcus,  sind  descending  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen 
about  six  inches,  and  extending  about  asfitr  in  a^ratisverse  A- 
rection,  especially  the  anterior  portions.  The  Mood-vessels 
distended  with  blood  of  a  brigm  red  color.  Arch  of  colon 
healthy,  but,  the  sigmoid  flexure  inflame<l  and  of  e  very  daik 
color.  The  thighs  were  bloody.  Dr.  Haitfe  removed  the 
vagina  and  trteras  tos«tlier  fl^m  their  location,  and  attach- 
ments with  the  scalpel,  and  on  <:«tting  open  the  vagina  it  was 
found  to  contain  blood,  and  was  contused  on  one  side — The 
uterus  was  enlarged  to  about  five  inches  in  length,  and  three 
inches  in  width,  its  walls  about  one  inch  thick,  and  contained 
clots  of  blood.  On  its  internal  surface  near  the  mouth  of  fal- 
lopian tube,  was  found  a  net  work  or  celular  ^ot  about  the 
size  of  a  shilling,  somewhat  oval,  perhaps  the  placental  attacli- 
ment.    Bladder  was  healthy  and  empty. 

Dr.  Harris  took  the  ovanes  home  with  him,  and  reports  to 
me,  as  the  result  of  his  invesHgations,  the  following :  *^  The 
left  ovary  was  of  the  normal  size,  and  presented  notning  unu- 
sual in  any  way,  save  the  inflamed  condition  of  its  pentoneal 
coat.  The  right  was  one  third  larger,  darker,  much  more  vas- 
cular, and  in  it  I  found  a  true  corpus  luteum ;  about  f  of  an  inch 
wide  by  flong — ^in  short  presenting  all  the  characteristics  of  a 
true  cotpns  luteum,  according  to  Montgomery  in  the  cyclope- 
dia of  practical  medicine,  Taylors  medicaljurisprudence,  and 
several  other  works  in  my  possession.  The  cavity  of  the 
corpus  was  filled  with  a  tenacious  albuminoid  substance  in 
process  of  cicatrization.^' 

The  civil  authorities  hearing  of  the  case,  laid  it  before  the 
tlrand  Jury  of  Circuit  Court,  of  Bath  County  Ky.,  Judge 
Moore  presiding,  which  held  its  Sprii^  term  a  few  days  after 
the  sad  and  melancholy  occurrence.  A  true  bill  was  found  by 
the  Grand  Jury  against  Mrs.  Boyd  for  murder.  His  honor, 
Judge  Moore  nad  her  summoned  immediate^  to  appeisir  in 
ouTt,  to  answer  to  the  chaige. 


%0B  Cabby  on  PratiUTt  of  the  Skull. 

More  than  one  hundred  jorors.  were  gammoned  before  a  jq- 
ry  could  be  obtained.  After  the  Jury  was  sworn ;  I  was  call- 
ei  and  sworn  as  witness  in  the  case.  I  proceeded  to  me  a 
history  of  the  case  up  to  the  confession  or  the  deceasea  wo» 
man ;  when,  I  was  icstructed  by  the  Judge  that,  her  dying  de- 
claration could  not  be  received  as  testimony  a^inst  the  accused 
unless,  it  was  ^<  made  under  a  solemn  conviction  of  impending 
dissolution.  Because,  the  accused  was  not  present  to  institole 
cross  examination.  And,  if  an  individual  was  to  receive  a 
mn-shot  wound,  and  call  me  in  as  physician  to  administer  to 
nis  relief,  and  in  order  to  make  me  more  thorouahly  ac- 
quainted with  his  case,  was  to  tell  me  a  certain  man  bad  shot 
him,  it  would  not  be  evidence  against  the  accused." 

Notwithstanding,  it  was  our  opinion  that  she  believed  she 
would  die,  yet,  she  did  not  express  herself  tons,  and  not  being 
able  to  know  the  **  solemn  convictions  "  of  her  mind  only  as 
she  expressed  them  to  us,  we  could  not  swear  that  she  made 
the  declaration^*  under  a  solemn  conviction  of  impending  disso- 
lution." Therefore,  the  Prosecuting  Attorney  D.  B.  Lacy  was 
compelled  to  enter  a  noUe  proMsequu 


A  Case  of  Fracture  of  the  Skull  Vfith  Injury  and  Abees$ 
of  the  Brain.  By  M.  T.  Cabbt,  M.  D.,  Resident  Physi- 
cian to  the  Commercial  Hospital. 

Samuel  Long,  mt  29,  teamster,  was  admitted  into  the  ac- 
cident ward  of  the  Commercial  Hospital  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio^ 
on  the  7th  of  March,  1863.  About  ten  weeks  since  got  into 
a  skirmish  and  received  a  blow  upon  the  right  side  of  the 
head,  which  was  inflicted  by  means  of  a  brick-bat.  On  the 
the  reception  of  the  injury  he  fell  insensible,  and  remained  in 
that  condition  for  two  or  three  days ;  after  which  he  reco- 
vered, but  very  slightly.  There  was  paralysis  of  the  left  su- 
perior extremity,  and  this  has  been  constant  ever  since.  Has 
not  been  able  at  any  time  to  give  a  satisfactoiy  account  of 
his  case.  The  wound  in  the  scalp,  which  was,  (judja^ng 
from  the  cicatrices)  about  three  or  four  inches  in  length,  is 
now  healing  up,  all  but  a  small  orifice,  which  discharges  pu- 
rulent matter. 

On  examination  it  was  found  that  there  was  two  fissures 
traversing  the  right  parietal  bone,  and  intersecting  each  other 
at  nearlv  right  angles ;  and  at  their  junction  was  a  perforation 
in  the  skull,  through  which  was  passed  a  probe  to  the  the  ex- 
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tent  of  two  and  a  half  or  three  inches,  with  bat  little  or  no 
resistance.    Is  very  restless  at  times,  and  muscttlar  agitation 

Sat ;  complains  of  great  pain  in  the  head ;  right  pupil  di- 
Bd,  and  the  left  contracted;  breathing  stertorous;  pulse 
«nall  and  freouent ;  extremities  cold  and  clammy ;  tonjgue 
dry  and  coatea,  and  when  protruded  from  the  mouth  it  is 
drawn  to  the  rigbt  side,  owinff  *  to  the  paralysis  of  the  mus- 
cles of  the  left  side  of  the  throat  and  tongue ;  urine  passes 
involuntarily ;  bowels  constipated ;  took  calomel,  gr.  x.; 
pulv.  rfaei  gjr.  x^  to  be  followed  in  six  hours  (if  bowels  not 
moved)  by  mjections  of  ol.  ricini  Sij ;  ol.  terebinthina,  sj ; 
mncil  ^m  acacia  oi. 

Aprils. — Bowels  moved  four  or  five  times  yesterday  after- 
noon ;  tongue  brown  and  dry ;  is  not  quite  so  restless  as  yes* 
terday.  Qr.  Apply  a  blister  to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and 
warmth  to  the  extremities,  and  anodjme  at*night. 

April  9. — About  the  same  as  yesterday ;  bowels  moved 
once  last  night ;  rested  quite  poorly ;  is  in  a  comatose  condi- 
tion; answers  questions  incoherently;  skin  hot  and  dry; 
tonffue  diy  and  red ;  pulse  100,  full  and  strong. 

At  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  the  operation  of  trephining  was  per- 
formed. On  laying  open  the  scalp,  cellular  tissue japponurd' 
sis  of  the  occipito-m>ntalis  muscle,  it  was  found  that  the  bone 
was  dry  and  of  an  ashy  gray  color,  and  that  the  precranium 
was  detached  as  far  as  the  fissures  extended.  There  was 
three  portions  of  the  skull  removed  about  one  inch  in  di- 
ameter, besides  some  small  spicula  of  bone ;  one  of  which 
had  penetrated  the  membranes  of  the  brain,  and  had  passed 
into  Its  substance  to  the  extent  of  about  one  inch  and  a  quar- 
ter. On  exploring  the  wound  in  the  brain  there  was  a  large 
abcess  founa  which  extended  deep  into  the  substance  of  the 
riffht  hemisphere.  This  wound  was  dressed  by  stitches, 
a&esive  strips,  compress,  cold  water  dressing,  and  l»ndage. 

April  10. — Restea  better  last  night ;  tongue  red  and  coated 
in  the  centre ;  pupils  nearly  natural ;  pulse  more  fiill,  but  not 
so  strong ;  complains  of  pain  in  the  head;  calls  for  water  in- 
cessantly ;  bowels  not  moved  since  day  before  yesterday.  9r. 
Sol.  magnesia,  sol.  senna,  a&  8j>  aqua  fer.  oj.  M.  He  took 
iiy  every  two  hours,  until  his  towels  were  freely  moved. 

April  11. — Pulse  more  frequent;  bowels  moved  three  or 
four  times  last  night ;  skin  hot  and  dry ;  is  more  conscious 
this  morning  than  he  has  been  since  he  received  the  injury ; 
ffives  a  correct  history  of  himself;  mode  in  which  he  was 
hurt,  &c. 


4im2  U.~Did  not  Mt  well  latt  night,  hot  slept  tome  to- 
day; talks  wild  and  about  imaoinaij  ofajecta;  oowelt  not 
moved  dnce  yetteiday  momiog;  tnint  noteo  great ;  pnlte  186, 
with  bi^  little  force. 

April  18. — ^Bowels  moved  fioely  last  ni^;  did  not  net 
well ;  pulse  freq|aent  and  email ;  is  nnconecions  of  air^iag; 
does  not  reco^se  any  rnrsoii ;  has  hiecongh  and  floatation ; 
head  swollen  in  the  suie  of  the  wonnds ;  vespimtion  80  in  a 
minute,    ft.  Continue  cold  water  dreson^. 

April  14. — Is  not  so  resdess  lAiis  morning ;  slept  aome  last 
y^ght ;  there  is  greater  tumefaction  of  the  aide  of  the  head 
than  ^^esterday ;  the  tumor  is  about  2^  by  4  indies  in  diaam* 
ter;  it  has  die  appearance  of  a  portion  of  the  famn,  orfimgna 
of  the  ceiebrem ;  bowels  not  moved  since  yeateiday ;  tongne 
coated,  brown ;  pulse  130«  quick  and  weak. 

April  I6.-**Is  about  the  same  this  moniing ;  the  tumor  on 
the  side  atill  continues  to  enkige ;  there  has  l)een  some  he* 
morrhage  from  the  wound  or  tumor ;  it  has  a  T\ery  oflbnsivia 


odor ;  pulse  weak  and  fluttering ;  pnpiU  dilated ;  respimtioa 
hurried. 


16.— Died  last  night  at  1 1  o'clock.  On  post-moiiem 
examination  it  was  found  that  the  tumour  from  the  bmin  on 
the  right  aide  of  the  head  was  completely  sphacelated.  The 
bone  mrough  which  it  protruded  was,  to  some  extent,  denuded 
of  periosteum,  discolored,  and  separated  by  a  distinct  line  of 
demarkation  from  the  healthy  bone ;  pus  was  found  beneaCh 
the  dura  mater,  mnning  backwards  from  the  abscess.  The 
membranes  were  perfect  to  the  commencement  of  the  fungus, 
where  they  were  tost  in  the  sloaghing  mass. 

A  small  quantity  of  pus  was  also  found  external  to  ilie 
arachnoid,  in  the  right  anterior  lobe ;  a  broken  mass  of  red, 
brown,  and  coid  USe  matter,  to  which  the  fungus  was  con- 
nected, extended  to  the  right  ventricle,  and  opened  into  U» 
cavity.  A  considerable  quantity  of  pas  lay  between  the 
arachnoid  membrane  and  'the  birain,  at  the  base,  over  the 
^r  surface  of  the  oensbelhim,  and  beneath  the  middle  lobe 

the  cerebnun. 

The  corpus  striatum,  and  Uialamns  opticus  of  the  ririit  side 
were  softened  and  slightly  disorganized.  The  left  nemia- 
phere  and  ita  appendages  were  normal  throughout  their  entire 
extent. 
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Pathological  Society  of  London. 

Complete  Closure  of  the  Pulmonarjf  Artery. -^Cyanosis* 
—Dr.  Hare  presented  a  spedmen  of  this  malformation,  taken 
frvMii  a  child  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  months.  During 
life,  the  limbs  were  colder  than  natural,  and  of  a  dusky  hue. 
Whenever  the  child  coughed,  or  was  QM>ved  much,  he  became 
distinctly  blue.  There  was  nothing  unusual  in  the  oonfoima- 
tion  of  the  cbestp  but  close  to  the  left  nipple  a  purring  tremor 
was  detected,  and  at  Che  apex  of  the  heart «  moderately  loud 
systolic  blowing  roumir  was  audible.  kvoH-moHem  exam- 
ination was  made  twenty-seven  hours  after  death.  Thens 
were  about  two  drachms  of  fluid  in  the  peiicardium.  The 
right  auricle  was  much  dilated  and  filled  with  blood.  The 
foramen  ovale  was  patulous,  but  extremely  small.  On  cut* 
ting  into  Uie  riffht  ventricle,  it  was  found  that  the  came® 
columne  w&re  rased  almofll  into  one  mass,  so  that  this  part 
of  the  right  side  of  the  heart  was  nearly  solid.  Towards  the 
base  of  the  ventricle,  mdiments  of  the  tricuspid  valves  were 
discernible,  hanging  into  a  cavity  no  larger  than  a  moderate* 
sieed  nea.  The  pulmonary  arlery  measured  rather  more  than 
an  inch  in  circumference  at  its  middle,  but  the  ventricular  ex- 
tremity  terminated  in  a  cul  de  sac,  where  there  were  some 
minute  folds,  probably  rudiments  of  the  pulmonary  valves. 
At  its  upper  extremity  the  vessel  communicated  with  the 
aorta  in  the  ductus  arteriosus,  the  orifice  of  which  was  capa* 
ble  of  admitting  a  crow-quill.  The  right  and  left  pulmonary 
arteries  were  given  off  from  the  main  trunk  as  usual.  The 
left  auricle  was  somewhat  contracted,  but  the  remaining 
structures  of  the  heart  were  in  their  normal  state.  Dr.  Hare 
remarked,  that  although  instances  of  complete  closure  of  the 
pulmonary  artery  were  not  rare,  yet  he  tnought  the  present 
specimen  was  almost  uni(}ue,  as  exhibiting  so  contracted  a 
foramen  ovale  in  conjunction  with  that  malformation. 

Exteneive  Uleeraiton  of  the  Stomaeh. — Mr.  J.  R.  Robin* 
son  exhibited  the  stomach  o{  a  woman,  aged  S6,  who,  for  ten 
years,  had  suffered  from  violent  pains  in  the  right  side  and 
stomach,  which  extended  to  the  shoulders.  For  some  time 
before  her  death,  she  had  been  seised  with  vomiting  afiter 
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taking  food;  and  latterly  had  thrown  up  considerable  quanti- 
ties of  blood.  An  examination  of  the  body  was  made  fifty* 
two  hours  after  death.  The  livenwas  lams  and  fatty,  and 
adherent  to  the  peritoneum,  covering  the  aUominal  wall  and 
diaphragm,  and  attached  also  to  the  stomach.  In  conse« 
quence  of  this  morbid  connection,  the  stomach  was  girt  round 
and  apparently  divided  into  two  cavities.  Upon  opening  the 
stomacn  its  pyloric  orifice  was  seen  to  be  contracted,  and 
the  pyloric  valve  thickened.  Upon  the  under  surface  of 
the  organ  was  an  ulcer,  as  laree  as  a  crown-piece,  which 
had  apparently  passed  through  all  the  coats,  and  been  finally 
arrested  by  the  liver,  which  adhered  to  the  stomach  at  this 
spot.  Mr.  Robinson  observed,  that  the  character  of  the  ulcer 
was  ambi^ous,  several  circumstances  speaking  for,  and 
others  against,  the  probability  of  its  being  malignant. 

The  specimen  was  delivered  to  Dr.  Brinton  and  Dr.  Lionel 
Beale  to  examine.  These  gentlemen  have  since  reported^ 
that,  after  careftil  examination,  they  were  led  to  concluae,  that 
the  disease  was  not  of  a  malignant  nature,  but  merely  an  ex- 
ample of  a  simple  ulcer  of  the  stomach. 

Almost  Complete  Ohstruetion  of  the  Small  Inteetine  from 
injury. — Mr.  Avery  exhibited  the  intestinal  canal  of  a  roan 
who  died  at  the  Charing-cross  Hospital,  under  the  care  of 
Dr.  Rowland.  On  the  Sd  of  September  last,  a  wagon  laden 
with  wheat  passed  over  his  epi^strum  and  chest.  He  was 
carried  to  the  nearest  place,  wtiere  he  passed  the  night.  On 
the  following  day,  he  managed  to  walk  home.  He  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  hospital  December  31, 1852.  The  abdomen 
was  much  distended,  and  he  suflTered  much  from  pain  and 
spasmodic  contractions  of  the  bowels.  His  bowels  were  at 
times  loose,  and  at  others  confined;  and  on  several  occasions 
he  vomited  stercoraceous  matter.  He  was  carried  off  by  an 
attack  of  acute  peritonitis,  which  supervened  eight  weeks  af- 
ter his  admission,  and  five  months  after  the  receipt  of  the  in- 
jury. After  death,  tb6  peritoneal  sac  was  found  to  contain  a 
considerable  quantity  or  muddy,  flaky  fluid,  and  the  intestinal 
coils  were  everywhere  adherent  to  each  other  by  soft  lymph. 
The  omentum  terminated  on  the  left  side  in  a  round  cord,  as 
Iwe  as  the  little  finger.  This  cord  passed  over  a  large  mass 
of  small  intestine,  and  underneath  it,  embracing  in  its  passase 
the  two  extremeties  of  a  convolution  so  closely  as  apparently 
to  prevent  all  passage  through  it.  The  cord  was  seen  to  be 
firmly  attached  to  the  free  edge  of  another  part  of  the  small 
intestine,  and  opposite  to  this  attachment,  tnere  was  a  lace- 
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rated  aperture  as  lai^  as  a  shilling,  which  seemed  to  have 
onlv  recently  healed.  Between  the  attachment  of  tl)e  cord 
ana  the  opening  of  the  mesentery,  the  calibre  of  the  intes- 
tinal tube,  about  three  or  four  feet  from  the  termination  of 
the  ileum,  was  so  reduced  as  scarcely  to  admit  a  crow-quill. 
Above  the  contracted  opening  the  entire  mucous  niembrane 
had  been  removed  by  ulceration  for  the  space  of  an  inch,  and 
the  other  coats  were  thickened  and  amalgamated  by  inflam* 
matorv  deposit.  A  very  careful  examination  failed  to  find 
any  ulcerated  opening  into  the  peritoneal  sac. 

Mr.  Aver^  ooserved,  that  had  an  operation  for  the  relief  of 
the  obstruction  been  thought  advisable,  the  case  would  have 
added  another  to  the  many  complications  already  on  record 
in  connection  with  obstructing  bands,  as  the  operator  would 
certainly  have  contented  himself  with  dividing  the  cord  that 
passed  over  the  convolution,  and  only  discovered  the  real  seat 
of  disease  after  death. 

Fleshy  Molt. — Mr.  Hutchinson  exhibited  a  large  ^^  fleshy 
mole,"  which  had  been  expelled  by  a  married  woman,  26 
years  of  age,  during  an  unusually  severe  attack  of  painful 
menstruation,  to  which  she  had  been  longsubject.  The  speci- 
men exhibited  was  as  large  as  a  fist,  and  was  lengthened  out 
into  a  shape  resembling  that  of  the  unimpregnateduterus.  It 
was  of  a  firm  texture  throughout,  and  exhibited  on  section  the 
aspect  of  a  vascular  substance,  composed  of  tough  organised 
lymph,  in  which  were  imbeded  several  small  white  bundles, 
about  twice  the  thickness  of  a  pin.  These  latter,  when  un- 
ravelled under  the  microscope,  were  seen  to  consist  of  fibro- 
cellular  tissue.  The  greater  part  of  the  mass  had  the  struc* 
ture  just  described,  but  at  its  lower  and  posterior  part  was  a 
substance  as  large  as  a  walnut,  which  resembled  a  decolorised 
blood  clot. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  questioned  whether  these  formations  aU 
wavs  resulted  from  change  in  the  structure  of  blighted  ova, 
and  believed  they  might  oiiginate  in  inflammatory  exudation 
from  the  uterine  mucous  membrane. 

Nturoma  of  the  Auditor y  Nerve. — Mr.  Toynbee  exhibit- 
ed a  specimen  of  this  affection,  taken  from  a  man,  aged  73, 
who  had  been  deaf  for  twenty  years.  The  left  ear  was 
worse  than  the  right.  After  death  the  tympanic  membranes 
and  other  structures  exhibited  in  both  ears  evidences  of  old 
inflammation,  and  in  the  left  internal  auditory  meatus,  besides 
the  facial  and  auditory  nerves,  which  were  both  in  a  healthy 
state,  there  was  a  tumor  as  large  as  a  small  pea.    This  tumor 
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was  equal  in  its  consistence  to  the  white  matter  of  the  brain, 
and  received  at  its  posterior  aspect  a  small  filament  from  the 
vestibular  nerve,  while  from  its  anterior  pait  a  small  branch 
entered  the  cochlea.  The  tumour  was  composed  of  matter 
similar  to  gelatine,  in  which  nerve  tubules  were  observed  to 
be  distributed.  Some  of  these  tubules  seemed  to  terminalte 
in  rounded  extremities. 

Encysted  Calculus. — Dr.  Quain  exhibited,  for  Mr.  J.  E. 
Heath,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  an  interesting  specimen  of 
encvsted  calculus,  the  shape  of  which  was  veiy  peculiar.  It 
haa  been  removed  hj  Mr.  Heath's  brother  from  the  bladder 
of  a  boy  of  14,  who  was  an  in-patient  in  the  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne  Infirmary.  He  had  suflered  with  symptoms  of  stone 
for  eleven  years.  The  stone  was  felt  distinctly  by  the  sound. 
During  the  operation,  however,  it  could  not  at  first  be  seized 
by  the  forceps,  or  felt  by  the  finger.  At  length  it  was  dis- 
covered attached  to  the  anterior  wall  of  the  bladder,  close  be- 
hind the  pubes.  It  was  seized  with  a  pair  of  forceps,  but  on 
attempting  to  extract  it,  a  portion,  whicn  proved  afterwards  to 
b/a  projecting  knob,  broke  off,  leaving  the  main  part  of  the 
calculus  in  the  bladder.  This  was  ascertained  by  the  finger 
to  be  included  in  a  cyst,  from  which  it  was  found  impractica- 
ble to  extricate  it  wittiout  incisions.  The  mouth  of  the  cyst 
was  therefore  carefully  slit  up  with  a  probe-pointed  bistounr. 
and  the  stone  was  then  extracted  with  the  nneer  and  thumo. 
After  the  removal  of  the  stone  the  finger  could  be  passed  into 
the  cyst  as  into  the  finger  of  a  glove,  and  through  its  wall, 
the  symphjTsis  pubis  could  be  feh  above,  and  the  descending 
rami  of  the  pubis  on  either  side.  The  patient  made  a  favor- 
able recovery. 

Aneurism  of  the  Ascending  Aorta.-^Mr.  John  Birkett  ex- 
hibited a  specimen  of  aneurism  of  the  ascending  aorta,  taken 
from  a  man  40  years  of  age.^  He  was  admitted  in  Guy's 
Hospital,  September,  1862,  with  a  swellins  on  the  right  side 
of  the  chest,  which  pulsated  83mchronou8ly  with  the  heart, 
and  extended  from  the  first  rib  above  to  the  fifth  rib  below, 
and  transversely  from  the  costal  ends  of  the  costal  cartilasea 
to  their  anterior  angles.  No  bruit  of  any  kind  was  audible. 
The  man  stated,  that  three  weeks  before  his  admission  he 
was  in  sound  health,  there  being  no  appearance  of  any  swelling 
whatever.  At  that  time,  however,  ne  was  knocked  down  by 
a  blow  on  the  chest,  and  two  days  afterwards  he  perceived  a 
small  swelling  at  the  right  of  the  sternum.  The  swelling 
continued  slowly  to  increase,  so  that  in  three  weeks  he  was 
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obliged  to  desist  from  work,  and  seek  admission  into  the  hos- 
pital. His  mnscular  sjrstem  was  well  developed,  and  he  de- 
scribed himself  as  having  been  capable  of  endurinff  much  toil 
without  fatigue.  For  the  last  eighteen  months  before  his  ad* 
mission,  however,  he  had  suflfered  from  pains  intiie  ri^ht  arm. 
He  died  March,  1858.  On  poit'fnoftem  examination,  the 
tamor  was  found  to  extend  from  the  clavicle  to  the  lower  edge 
of  the  sixth  rib,  and  from  the  right  border  of  the  sternum  to 
Uie  outer  margin  of  the  pectoralis  major.  The  pectoralis 
major  and  minor  were  spread  out  over  the  swelling.  At  the 
lower  edge  of  the  pectoralis  major  there  was  a  soft  spot,  half 
an  inch  in  diameter,  through  which  a  sanious  diseharse  oozed 
after  the  integuments  had  teen  detached.  The  right  umg  was 
compressed,  and  adherent-  to  the  posterior  surface  of  the 
aneurism.  The  pericardium  was  distended  with  bloodjr  se- 
ram.  Both  its  parietal  and  visceral  layers  were  covered  with 
a  thick  lajer  of  plastic  Ijmph.  On  tracing  up  the  aorta  from 
the  left  ventricle,  an  oval  aperture  was  discovered  on  its  ante- 
rior and  right  lateral  wall,  which  led  into  a  lar^e  aneurismal 
sac.  This  orifice  was  placed  just  below  the  origin  of  the  in- 
nominate artery.  The  internal  surface  of  the  aorta  exhibited 
patches  of  calcareous  deposition.  The  bodies  of  the  third 
and  fourth  ribs  had  been  wholly  removed,  as  well  as  part  of 
the  second  and  fifth.  When  the  fibrin  was  removed  from  the 
interior  of  the  aneurism,  the  sac  was  found  divided  into  two 
parts,  an  intra  and  extra-thoracic  portion.  The  walls  of  the 
internal  j>art  were  firm  and  rieid.  while  those  of  the  external 
were  thm  and  ill-defined.  The  limit  between  the  two  divis- 
ions was  well  marked. 

Mediillarff  Cancer  of  the  Leg. — Mr.  John  Birkett  exhi- 
bited also  a  specimen  of  this  variety  of  malignant  disease, 
taken  from  a  giri  seven  years  old,  who  was  admitted  into 
Quy's  Hospital,  Feb.  28, 1858.  The  tumor  was  situated  on 
the  outer  side  of  the  left  leg,  and  had  commenced  about  three 
months  previously,  the  parents  ascribing  its  appearance  to  a 
braise.  Its  growth  had  been*  marked  by  acute  pain,  which 
was  especial^  agouBinff  at  night  On  the  IBth  of  March, 
Mr.  Birkett  removed  the  disme  by  amprfaHog  above  the 
knee.  A  vertical  section  of  the  filjula  disfdayefl  a  mass»  of 
medullary  disease,  surrounding  and  destroying  the  shaft  of 
the  bone,  and  fieely  infiltrated  among  the  peronei  and  adjacent 
mucles.  The  outline  of  the  periosteum  was  quite  distinct 
eveft  where  tbe  heae  had  perisoed.  At  the  lower  third  of  the 
fibula  the  cancerous  matter  had  been  deposited  between  Uie 
bone  and  periosteum. 
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To  the  Editors  of  the  Western  Lancet: 

Oentlbmsn: — Feeling  a  deep  interest  in  the  advancement 
and  protection  of  our  art  from  traud,  we  are  induced  to  call 
the  attention  of  druggists  of  the  Eastern  cities  to  the  follow* 
in^  fact,  that  within  the  past  twelve  months,  there  has  been 
shipped  from  this  city  by  one  wholesale  dealer  in  drugs  alone, 
upwards  of  eight  thousand  pounds  of  the  exfoliated  bark  of 
the  platanus  occidentalis,  (false  Sycamore)  to  New  Orleans, 
and  thence  probably  to  the  Eastern  cities.  Now  what  can 
be  the  meamng  of  this  ?  Most  likely  it  is  for  the  adultera- 
tion of  more  costly  articles,  such  as  cinchona,  rhubarb,  jalap, 
cinnamon,  &c. 

Perhaps  no  article  could  be  found  combining  all  the  re- 
quisites in  such  perfection  for  this  ne&rious  purpose  as  the 
above  named  bark,  it  being  perfectly  tasteless,  inoderous, 
inert  and  cheap.  The  price  paid  for  it  was  five  cents  per 
pound,  which  would  have  a  wide  margin  for  good  profit. 

Yours  Respectfully, 

W.  B.  CHAPMAN, 
Cincinnati,  JWy  28,  1863.  Pharmaceutist. 

A  Treatise  on  General  Pathology.  By  Dr.  J.  Hkklb,  Pro- 
fessor of  Anatomy  and  Physiology  in  Heidleberg.  Trans- 
lated from  the  German,  by  Henbt  C.  Pebston,  A.  M., 
M.  D.  Philadelphia:  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1863,  pp. 
391. 

The  high  reputation  of  Dr.  Hbnlb,  as  an  accurate  anato- 
mist  and  pathologist,  and  as  an  eminent  teacher,  veiy  natural* 
ly  leads  to  the  expectation  that  his  work  will  not  only  embo- 
dy the  present  of  the  science,  but  also  extend  our  knowledge 
by  his  original  investigations  and  suggestions.  We  find, 
however,  some  difficulty  in  satisfying  ourselves  that  the  work 
comes  up  to  the  high  standard  we  had  erected.    On  the  con- 
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traiy,  it  seems  to  us,  in  many  respects  obscure,  incomplete  and 
transcendental.  We  do  not  wish  to  be  understood,  however, 
as  placing  the  the  whole  work  in  the  preceding  category ;  but 
it  is  true  that  a  vein  of  obscurity  and  indefiteness  runs  through 
the  entire  treatise,  and  not  only  keeps  the  mind  on  a  constant 
stretch,  but,  what  is  even  worse,  leaves  it  finally  unsatisfied. 

These  peculiarities  greatly  lessen  the  value  of  the  treatise 
before  us,  and  especially  so  as  a  text  book  for  the  mere 
student  of  pathology.  It  is  true,  however,  that  one  thorough- 
ly learned  in  this  department,  will  receive  no  inconsiderable 
instruction  in  the  careful  study  of  Prof.  Henlk's  treatise ; 
but  the  mere  tyro  will  do  well  to  pass  it  by. 

We  are  not  quite  sure  but  some  portion  of  the  obscurity 
and  indefiniteness  of  the  language  may  be  properly  chargeable 
to  the  translator;  indeed,  his  efibrt  to  give  an  almost  literal 
translation  could  hardly  fail  to  lead  to  obscure  phases  and 
sentences.    For  sale  by  H.  W.  Derby  &  Co. 


Principles  of  Medicine  :  ComprisijiQ  General  Pathology ^ 
Nosology f  Stmilogy^  Diagnosis^  Prognosis^  and  Hygie- 
nics. By  J.  B.  WiLUAMs,  M.  D.  F.B.  S.,  Fellow  of 
the  Boyal  CoUese  of  Physicians ;  Late  Professor  of  the 
Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  of  Clinical 
Medicme,  and  First  Physician  to  the  Hospital,  Universi^ 
College,  London ;  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Hospital 
for  Consumption  and  Diseases  of  the  Chest ;  Late  Presi- 
dent of  the  mhological  Society  of  London,  ect.y  Edited 
with  Additioot— by  Mssbpith  Cltmbb,  M.  D.  Fellow 
of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Physicians :  Late  Con- 
sulting Physician  to  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  etc.  etc. 
Fourth  American  Edition;  Bevised.  Philadelphia :  Blan- 
chard  &  Lea,  1863. 

This  work,  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Williams,  has  been  so 
long  and  favorably  known  to  the  Profession,  that  it  would  be 
useless  for  us  to  recommend  it  further  than  to  notice  the  issue 
of  the  fourth  edition. 

It  presents  the  elements  of  the  subjects  of  which  it  treats 
in  such  a  compact,  pleasing  and  instructive  form,  that  it  has 
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become  almost  indiqpenaable  to  every  practitixmer  of  sciei^ 
tific  medicine. 

The  present  edition,  has  received  many  improvemenia 
from  Dr..  Cljrmer.  He  says,  *^the  chief  additioiis  by  the 
editor  will  be  found  in  the  sections  on  Etiology,  Diseases  of 
of  the  constituents  of  the  Uood,  Nutrition,  Semiology,,  Prog^ 
nosis,  and  Hygienics.  The  section  on  Semiology  has  been 
greatly  enlaiged,  and  an  abstract  of  the  general  signs  of  di- 
sease added."    For  sale  by  W.  H.  Der^  ft  Co. 


The  Action  of  Medicine  in  the  Systmn ;  ofy  ^*  On  tke  mode 
in  which  TherapetUie  Agente  Introduced  into  the  Stomoih^ 

S'oduce  their^  peculiar  effects  on  the  Animal  Eeonon^J^ 
einff  the  prize  Essay  to  which  the  Medical  Society  of 
London,  awarded  the  Fothergillian  Gold  Medal  for  1862. 
By  Frsdbrick  William  Hxadland,  B.  A.,  M.  R.  C.  8., 
etc.    Philadelphia:  Lindsay  and  BliJiiston,  1863,  p.  660. 

We  regard  this  work  as  a  very  interesting  and  valuable  trea- 
tise on  the  action  of  medicines.  It  is  thorough  and  philo- 
sophical ;  and  although  in  some  instances  speculative  and  un- 
sound, it  is  mainly  a  clear  and  jndicious  exposition  of  the 
modes  in  which  remedial  agents  operate,  awl  cannot  fail  to 
prove  instructive  to  all  classes  of  readers. 

The  author  is  evidently  a  decided  humoralist,  he  does  not 
limit  the  action  of  remedies  to  the  blood,  but  fully  recognizes 
their  affinity  for  different  tissues  and  fluids  of  the  body.  The 
work  is  better  adopted  to  the  wants  of  the  physician  or  ad- 
vanced student,  than  to  the  mere  beginner.  For  sale  by  H. 
W.  Derby  &  Co. 
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ENGLAND. 

A  Ledure  on  Inflammation  of  the  Stomach.  By  Oxobgs 
BuDD,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  Professor  of  Medicine  in  King's 
College,  London. — Having  spoken  of  the  effects  of  conges- 
tion of  the  stomachy  I  have  now  to  call  your  attention  to  those 
of  inflammation  of  its  lining  membrane. 

Hie  term,  inflammation,  is  generic,  and,  in  the  latitude 
now  given  to  it,  comprehends  processes  which,  although  they 
have  many  points  in  common,  differ  in  very  important  par- 
ticulars. Taking  the  case  of  the  synovial  membranes, — the 
ii^ammatoiy  process  may  lead  to  the  efiusion  of  a  watery 
fluid,  which  may  be  completely  absorbed ;  or  to  the  effusion 
of  coagulating  lymph  ;  or  to  the  secretion  of  pus  ;  and  it  is 
observed,  that  tne  result  in  any  individual  case  is  mainly  de- 
termined by  the  nature  of  the  agent  by  whidi  the  inflamma- 
tion is  kindled.  The  inflammation  of  rheumatism  leads  to 
the  eflfiision  of  a  serous  fluid,  which,  at  least,  does  not  un- 
dergo coagulation  in  the  synovial  capsule.  The  inflammation 
that  results  from  a  penetiating  wound,  or  from  the  presence 
of  pus  in  the  blood,  generally  leads  to  the  secretion  of  pus. 
But,  in  either  case,  there  are  many  common  phenomena. 
There  is  increased  flow  of  blood  to  the  nart,  and  a  plethora 
or  fullness  of  its  blood-vessels;  increasea  heat  from  the  in- 
creased oxidation  and  other  chemical  changes  which  are  there 
^ing  on ;  and  unnatural  swellins;  from  the  efliusion  of  fluids, 
if  the  effused  fluids  cannot  readily  escape.  Again,  whatever 
be  the  cause  or  result  of  the  process,  the  blood  undergoes  the 
same  fundamental  change  in  its  physical  properties, — a  change 
which,  as  M.  Andral  has  shown,  is  mainly  dependent  on  an 
increase  in  the  proportion  of  its  coagulable  element.  It  is  to 
these  constant  phenomena,  that  the  generic  term  '*  inflamma- 
tion ''  is  propeny  applied.  But,  wnenever  the  term  is  used, 
it  must  be  recollected,  that  it  is  a  ^neric  term,  and  that  in 
speaking  of  any  individual  case,  it  is  not  enough  to  say,  that 
the  disease  is  inflammation  of  this  or  that  part.  To  convey 
an  exact  notion  of  the  changes  that  are  taking  place,  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  specify,  in  some  way  or  other,  thelbiwf  of  inflam* 
mation,  either  by  reference  to  tne  cause  of  the  inflammation, 
is  by  saying  that  it  is  rheumoHe  inflammation,  or  jfonly  in- 
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flammatioD,  or  smhilUie  inflamation,  or  erfripdatam  in- 
flammation ;  or,  if  the  cacue  be  unknown,  bjr  reference  to  the 
nature  of  the  fluids  effused,  as  by  saying,  tfiat  the  inflamma- 
tion is  suppurative  or  adhesive. 

The  matters  effused  in  inflammation  vary  not  only  with 
the  nature  of  the  agent  by  which  tbe  inflammation  is  liindled, 
but  also  according  to  ^  the  tissues  inflamed.  The  inflamma- 
tion of  the  joints  which  occurs  in  rheumatic  fever  leads  to 
the  effiision  of  a  fluid  which  does  not  coagulate,  and  which  it^ 
in  mosi  cases,  readily  absorbed,  so  that  no  permanent  damage 
results.  The  inflammation  of  the  pericardium  and  of  the 
valves  of  the  heart,  which  so  fiBquently  co-exists  with  €bt 
inflammation  of  the  joints,  and  which  is,  doubtless,  excited 
by  the  same  agei^  leads  lo  the  effiision  of  coagulable  lymph, 
and  produces  lasting,  and  often  fatal,  changes  of  structure. 

Tne  inflammati(m  of  a  mucous  membrane  may  lead,  ac- 
cordinf^  to  the  kind  of  inflammation — Ist.  To  the  secretion 
of  visci^  or  qpaaue,^  or  otherwise  altered  mucous ;  2nd.  To 
the  eflbnon  or  plastic  lymph,  which  forms  a  coating  of  the 
membrane ;  SnL  To  the  formation  of  pus :  but,  whatever  be 
tbe  character  of  the  matter  effused,  no  permanent  mischief 
need  follow.  The  morbid  product  is  poured  out  on  the  open 
surface  of  the  membrane,  and  is  cast  off;  and,  when  the  pro- 
cess of  inflammation  is  ended,  the  membrane  may  be  restor- 
ed to  its  original  condition. 

Tlie  various  results  of  inflammation  in  mucous  nkembranea 
are  best  studied  in  the  air  tubes,  because  the  several  kinds  or 
degrees  of  iuflammation  I  have  just  referred  to  are  common 
in  them,  and  are  readily  distineuisned,  from  the  circumstance,, 
tiiat  the  secretions  from  the  inflamed  membranes  are  spit  up, 
unmixed  with  other  matter,  and  may  likewise  be  found,  unrv 
obaoged,  choking  the  tubes  in  the  dead  body.  But  with  re- 
gard to  the  stomach,  the  case  is  widely  different.  If  any  part 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  be  iuflame^  the 
matters  secreted  by  this  part  are  mingled  with  the  secretions 
of  otiier  parts,  and  also  with  tbe  food  which  the  stomach 
contains ;  and  they  must,  besides,  be  speedily  chaj^ged  by  the 
chemical  action  o«  the  gastric  jiuce*  If,  therefore,  they  are 
thrown  up  by  vomitipg^  it  musC  in  most  cases,  be  difficult  to 
distinguish  their  pdmaty  form;  but  if  instead  of  being 
thrown  ilp^  they  pass  downwards  through  the  bowel,  they 
must  be  still  fttrtner  altered  by  admixture  with  the  bile,  the 
pancreatic  jjuce,  and  the  fluids  poured  out  by  the  coats  of  the 
Dowel  itself  m  well  as  by  the  chemical  changes  which  are 
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there  ming  on.  It  c»iinot»  then,  escite  mueh  surprise  that 
but  litue  has  been  learned  respecting  the  inflammatorydiseases 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach,  from  an  inspectioD 
of  the  matters  which  the  inflamed  membrane  secretes. 

But  there  is  another  difficulty  in  the  studjr  of  these  diseases ; 
thej  seldom  prove  fatal ;  so  that  opportunities  of  examining 
tfie  inflamed  membrane  itself  seldom  occur.  Inflammation 
of  the  airtebes  not  unfrequenlly  destro3rs  life,  not  by  the  con* 
Stitutional  disturbance  which  the  process  of  inflammation  ex- 
rites,  but  by  the  mere  mechanical  efliict  of  Hit  secretion 
which  blocks  up  the  smaller  tubes»  and  thus  suffocates  the  pa- 
tient. 

Secretions  from  the  mucous  memerane  of  tiie  stomach 
cause  no  mechanical  obstructions  of  this  kind,  so  that  inflam- 
nutiyn  of  it  seldom  prores  fatal.  After  a  time,  the  inflann 
mation  subsides,  and  leaves  no  trace  behind. 

Again,  when  death  does  not  occur  during  the  active  stage 
of  the  process,  the  marks  of  this  process  are  much  less  cer* 
fain  than  an  ii^ammatory  disease  of  the  air-tubes.  The  se« 
cretions  are  changed  by  mixture  with  what  else  there  may 
happen  to  be  in  the  stomach ;  and  a  softening,  or  destruction 
of  toe  mucous  membrane,  which,  in  the  atr4ubes,  would,  al 
OQoe  be  ascribed  to  disease,  may  here  have  occurred  hfttt 
death,  from  the  chemical  action  of  the  {gastric  juice,  or  otthe 
other  matters  which  the  stomach  contains. 

For  all  these  reasons,  our  knowledge  of  the  inflammatory 
diseases  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomAch  is  extreme* 
ly  vague. 

One  of  the  simplest  forms  of  inflammation  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  stomach,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  freanent, 
isthatbronsfat  on  by  excess  in  esting  and  drinkinff.  Much 
has  been  acbed  to  our  knowledge  on  this  subject  by  the  ob* 
servations  of  Dr.  Beaumont  on  Alexis  St.  Martin,  who,  in 
consequence  of  a  sunHshot  wound,  had  a  permanent  fistuloos 
openinff  throu^  tne  abdominal  parietes  into  the  stomach, 
fbtts  a&iding  Br.  Beaumont  the  rare  omortanity  of  weeing 
wBQch  of  what  took  place  in  the  etomach  during  the  prooesa 
of  digestion. 

Dr.  Beaomont  found,  that  wheaeter  St.  Martin  ate  hearti* 
ly  of  substances  hard  oi  digestion,  for  some  days  in  snoeesdon, 
an  inflammaloffj  slate  of  the  nwcoos  membraae  of  the  sto- 
mach resulted.  The  membrane  exhihited  apthous  patdies 
and  red  spots,  from  which  small  dropo  of  blood  sometimes 
esnded.    il  mtmfLed  veiy  little  propsr  gaitrio  juiee,  but  a 
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considerable  quanlity  of  ropy  mncoos,  which  became  yellow* 
iah,  or  maoo-puralent,  when  the  inflammation  was  more  than 
commonly  severe. 

This  condition  of  the  stomach  caased  slowness  of  diges- 
tion, so  that  food  sometimes  remained  in  the  stomach  undi* 
{;est^  for  twenty-fonr,  or  forty-eight  hours,  or  even  longer, 
t  caused,  also,  slight  tenderness  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach, 
and  a  thin  white  coat  on  the  tonp;ue,  but  very  little  constitu- 
tional disturbance.  Under  the  influence  of  low  diet  and 
cooling  drinks,  the  inflammation  very  speedily  subsided,  and 
Uie  membrane  regained  the  appearance  of  health. 

These  effects  are  illustrated  by  the  following  experiment 
by  Dr.  Beaumont,  on  Alexis : — 

On  the  7th  of  December,  Alexis  had  some  syinptoms  of 
gastric  derangement,  and  the  mucous  membrane  or  the  sto- 
mach exhibited  small  apthous  patches. 

At  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  8th  December,  lie  fin- 
ished breakfasting  on  fried  sausage,  dry  toast,  and  a  pint  (tf 
coffee.  At  half-past  10,  the  stomach  was  full  of  fluids,  and 
its  mucous  coat  was  red  and  irritable,  inclining  to  drpess. 
There  was  a  thin  whitish  coat  on  the  tongue,  and  a  similar 
appearance  on  the  protruded  portion  of  the  stomach.  At  a 
quarter  before  IS, — ^that  is,  at  the  end  of  nearly  three  hours, 
— the  stomach  was  still  full,  and  rancid  oil  floated  on  the  top 
of  its  contents. 

At  a  quarter  before  three  on  the  same  day.  Dr.  peaumont 
placed  in  the  stomach,  suspended  on  a  string,  a  roasted  oys- 
ter, that  weighed,  when  raw,  four  drachms, ;  and  Alexis  ate 
twelve  others  of  about  the  same  sise. 

At  half-past  four,  the  oyster  on  the  strine  was  not  half  di* 
gested,  and  Alexis  complained  of  headache,  lassitude,  dull 
pains  in  the  left  side  and  across  the  breast.  The  tonsue  was 
fhnred  with  a  thin  yellowish  coat,  and  inclined  to  dryness. 
The  eyes  were  heavy  and  the  countenance  was  sallow.  The 
mucous  membrane  of  the  protruded  portion  of  the  stomach, 
according  to  Dr.  Beaumont,  vefy  much  resembled  the  ap- 
pearance of  Uie  ton^e,  with  small  aphthous  patches  in  sev- 
eral places,  quite  imtable  and  tender. 

Dr  Beaumont  then  suspended  his  observations,  and,  at 
night,  dropped  into  the  appeiture  six  grains  of  blue  pill  and 
fonr  oommon-dsed  aloetic  pills,  and  sprinkled  on  the  expoeed 
8urfiM»  of  the  stomach  five  or  six  grains  of  calomel. 

The  me£cine  operated  cariy  the  next  mornings  relieved 
the  symptoms  d*  indisposition,  changed  the  qipearance  of 
the  stomach  and  tongue,  and  removed  the  apth«. 
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On  the  9th,  that  ifl,  the  day  after  the  experiments  were 
made,  Alexis  felt  quite  well,  and  the  coats  of  the  stomach 
looked  healthy  again. 

The  rapid  recovery  in  such  cases  is  owing  to  the  active 
nutrition  of  the  mucous  membrane.  In  consequence  of  this 
active  nutrition,  the  effects  of  inflammation  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  stomach  are  much  more  transient  than 
those  of  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  air- 
tubes,  or  of  the  urinary  bladder,  or  of  the  urethra,  or  even  of 
the  intestines. 

The  mucous  membrane  of  the  air-tubes,  or  of  the  urethra, 
or  of  the  urinary  bladder,  wastes  but  little,  and  is  slowly  re* 
newed.     If  it  be  much  injured,  the  process  of  repair  is  long. 

The  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach,  on  the  contrary, 
has  an  active  function.  Its  epithelium  is  frequently  shed  to 
effect  digestion,  and  is  rapidly  renewed  i  and,  in  consequence, 
the  superficial  inflammation  of  it  we  are  considering  is  very 
transient. 

The  erythematous  inflammation  of  the  stomach,  in  the  in- 
stance I  have  iust  cited  from  Dr.  Beaumont,  was  brought  on 
by  eating  fried  sausages  and  roast  oysters.  The  effect  which 
these,  or  any  other  unwholesome  article  of  food,  have  on  the 
stomach,  of  course  depends  greatly  on  the  previous  state  of 
the  stomach  and  of  tne  general  health.  What  at  one  time 
is  readily  digested  and  does  no  harm,  at  another  time  is  di- 

fested  very  slowly,  and  frets  and  inflames  the  stomach, 
^ood  which,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  is  most  whole- 
some, may  thus  inflame  the  stomach,  if,  by  an  impediment 
to  the  passajze  of  the  blood  through  the  liver  or  the  chests,  or 
by  a  state  of  fever,  or  by  nervous  exhaustion,  or  by  previous 
excesses,  the  gastric  juice  is,  for  the  time  diminishea. 

The  stomach  may  be  inflamed  by  alcoholic  drinks,  just  as 
it  is  by  unwholesome  food.  This  was  repeatedly  seen  by 
Dr.  Beaumont  in  his  observations  on  St.  Martin.  The  fol- 
lowing passages  are  very  .instructive  on  this  point : — 

<<  July  28th,  9  o'clock,  A.  M.;  weather  clear ;  wind  N.  W., 
brisk;  the  thermometer  66^ ;  stomach  empty;  not  healthy; 
some  erjrthema  and  aphthous  patches  on  the  mucous  suface. 
St.  Martin  has  been  drinking  ardent  spiritsj  pretty  freely, 
for  eight  or  ten  days  past ;  complains  of  no  pain,  nor  shows 
symptoms  of  any  general  indisposition ;  says  he  feels  well, 
and  nas  a  good  appetite. 

<<  August  1st,  8  o'clock,  A.  M. — Examined  stomach  before 
eating  anything ;  inner  membrane  morbid ;  considerable  ery- 
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thema,  and  some  aphthous  patches  on  the  exposed  surface; 
cretions  vitiated.    JBxtracted  about  half  an  ounce  of  gastric 
juice ;  not  clear  and  pure  as  in  health ;  quite  viscid. 

**  2nd,  8  o^dock,  A.  M. — Circumstances  and  f^ppearances 
vety  similar  to  those  of  yesterday  morning.  Extracted  one 
ounce  of  gastric  fluids,  consisting  of  unusual  proportions  of  vi- 
tiated mucus,  salvia  and  some  bue,  tinged  slightly  with  Uoodi 
appearing  to  exude  from  the  surface  ofthe  eiythema,  and  aph- 
tbous  patches,  which  were  tenderer  and  more  irritable  tnan 
usual.  St.  Martin  complains  of  no  sense  of  pain,  sjrmptoms 
of  indisposition,  or  even  of  impaired  appetite :  temperature  of 
stomach  101<^. 

*'8d,  7  o'clock,  A.  M« — Inner  membrane  of  stomach  nmi* 
sually  morbid ;  the  erythematous  appearance  more  extensive, 
and  spots  more  livid  than  usual,  from  the  surlkce  of  some  of 
whicn  exwled  small  drops  of  gramous  blood ;  the  aphthous 
patches  larger,  and  more  numerous;  the  mucous  cover- 
ing thicker  than  common,  and  the  gastric  secrtions  mudi 
more  vitiated.  The  gastric  fluids  extracted  this  mominr 
were  mixed  with  a  large  proportion  of  thick  ropy  mucus,  ana 
considerable  muco-purulent  matter,  slightl  v  tinged  with  blood, 
resembling  the  discharge  from  the  bowels  in  some  cases  of 
chronic  dysentery.  Notwithstanding  this  diseased  appear- 
ance of  the  stomach,  no  very  essential  aberration  of  its  tiino- 
tions  was  manifested.  St.  Martin  complains  of  no  symptoms 
indicating  any  general  derangement  of  the  system,  except  an 
uneasy  sensation,  and  a  tenderness  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach, 
and  some  vertigo,  with  dimness  and  yellowness  of  vision  on 
stooping  down  and  rising  a^in ;  has  a  thin,  yellowish-brown 
coat  on  his  tongue,  and  his  countenance  is  rather  sallow ; 
pulse  uniform  and  regular ;  appetite  good ;  rests  quietly,  and 
sleeps  as  well  as  usual. 

'*  4th,  8  o'clock  A.  M. — Stomach  empty ;  less  of  those 
aphthous  patches  than  yesterday ;  erythematous  appearance 
more  extensivelv  difiused  over  the  inner  coats,  and  the  8ur> 
face  inclined  to  bleed  ;  secretions  vitiated.  Extracted  about 
an  ounce  of  gastric  fluids,  consistingof  ropy  mucus,  some  bile, 
and  less  of  the  muco-pumlent  matter  than  yesterday ;  flavor 
peculiarly  fetid  and  disagreeable ;  alkalescent  and  insipid ;  no 
perceptible  acid ;  appetite  good;  rests  well,  and  no  indications 
of  general  disease  or  indisposition. 

<<6th,  8  o'clock,  A.  M. — Stomach  empty;  coats  less  mor- 
bid than  yesterday ;  aphthous  patches  mostly  disappeared ; 
mucous  surface  more  uniform,  soft,  and  nearly  of  the  natural 
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healthy  color;  secretions  less  vitiated.  Extracted  two  ounces 
of  gastric  kuce,  more  clear  and  pure  than  that  taken  for 
four  or  five  dajs  last  past,  and  slightly  acid ;  but  containing  a 
larger  proportion  <tf  mucus,  and  moie  opaque  than  usual  in  a 
healthy  condition^ 

**  6th,  8  o'docl^  A.  M. — Stomach  empty ;  coats  clean  and 
kealthy  as  usual;  secretions  less  vitiated.  lUtracted  two 
ounces  of  gastric  juice,  of  more  natural  and  healthy  appear* 
aoce,  with  the  usual  fl;a8tric  acid  flavor ;  complains  ot^o  uur 
easy  sensations,  or  the  slightest  symptom  or  ^  indisposition ; 
says  he  feels  perfectly  well,  and  has  a  voracious  appetite ;  but 
not  pemutted  to  indiilfle  it  to  satiety.  He  has  been  restricted 
from  full,  and  confined  to  low  diet  and  simple  diluent  drinks 
for  the  last  few  days,  and  has  not  been  allowed  to  taste  of 
any  stimulating  liquors,  or  to  indulge  in  excesses  of  any 


In  this  instance,  the  inflammation  of  the  stomach  was 
caused  by  ardent  spirits.  The  eflect  which  these  have  on  the 
stomach  depends  greatly  on  their  state  of  dilution.  The 
more  they  are  diluted,  tne  more  readily  are  they  absorbed, 
and  the  less  they  irritate  and  inflame  tne  stomach.  It  has 
long  been  known  that  epirit  drinkers  are  the  especial  victims 
of  cirrhosis,  which  has,  in  consequence,  been  called,  in  this 
city,  **  the  gin  drinker's  liver ;''  and  it  has  been  very  generally 
supposed,  that  distilled,  or  ardent  spirits,  hurt  the  stomacli 
more  than  fermented  liquors,  even  when  the  spirits  are  dilu- 
ted with  water,  so  as  to  oe  of  the  same  strength.  But  in  wine 
and  malt  liquors,  the  alcohol  exists  in  a  state  of  mere  admix- 
ture with  their  other  constituents,  and  there  can  be  little 
doubt,  therefore,  that  the  more  injurious  efiects  of  ardent  spi- 
rits depend  mainly  on  the  circumstance,  that  the  victims  of 
•pirit-drinkine  not  only  drink  large  quantities  of  spirits,  but 
often  drink  them  *'  neat,"  and  on  an  empty  stomach.  In 
wine  and  beer  the  alcohol  is  already  largely  diluted,  and  the 
beverages,  when  drunk  to  excess,  are  usunlly  drunk  at,  or 
soon  after  meals,  when  the  alcohol  is  still  fuitner  diluted  by 
admixture  with  the  contents  of  the  stomach. 

The  effect  of  spirits  on  the  coats  of  the  stomach,  like  that 
of  food  which  is  hard  of  digestion,  depends  greatly  on  the 
previous  state  of  the  stomach,  and  of  the  general  health,  as 
well  as  on  season  and  climate.  Spirits  hurt  the  stomach 
more  when  its  mucous  coat  is  already  inflamed,  or  when, 
from  an  impediment  to  the  passage  of  the  blood  through  the 
liver  or  the  chest,  or  from  any  other  cause,  the  vessels  of  the 
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stomach  are  congestedy  so  that  liquids^  are  siowlv  absorbed 
from  it;  and  in  hot  seasons,  or  hot  climates,  under  these 
circumstances,  small  quantities  of  fermented  drinks  may  do 
much  mischief. 

In  the  observations  I  have  cited  from  Dr.  Beaumont,  no- 
thing is  more  striking  than  the  rapidity  with  which  the  sto- 
macn  recovered,  under  the  influence  of  low  diet  and  coolins; 
drinks.  Without  this  power  of  rapid  recovery,  the  stomara 
would  be  unfit  for  its  office.  If  the  erythematous  inflamma* 
tion,  which  is  eitcited  by  unwholesome  food,  or  by  excess  in 
eatinff  or  drinking,  took  long  to  subside,  the  abstinence  re- 
quirea  for  recovery  could  haraly  be  borne. 

The  inflammation,  instead  of  subsiding  rapidly,  ^  may, 
however,  be  kept  up  by  repeated  indiscretion  m  eating  or 
drinking.  Small  Quantities  of  solid  food,  or  of  fermented 
drinks,  which,  at  other  times,  would  do  no  harm,  are  suffi- 
cient to  keep  up  a  soreness  that  already  exists. 

The  chronic  inflammation  so  excited  is  attended  with  an 
increased  secretion  of  mucus,  and  causes  a  thickening,  and  the 
so-called  mammillated  appearance,  and  occasionally  I  believe, 
minute  superficial  ulcers  of  the  mucous  membrane.  Its 
most  characteristic  symptoms  are  constant  slight  tenderness 
at  the  epigastrium,  slowness  of  digestion,  pain  or  uneasiness 
in  the  stomach,  and  occasional  vomiting  after  meals,  especi- 
ally after  meals  of  solid  food,  and  a  white  and  ftirred  tongue. 
The  matter  vomited  contains  viscid  mucus,  which,  now  and 
then,  presents  a  few  streaks  of  blood,  more  or  less  altered. 
The  oisorder,  even  after  it  has  lasted  a  considerable  time, 
generally  disappears  readilv  if  the  stomach  be  allowed  suffi- 
cient intervals  of  rest,  or  the  patient  be  restricted  to  cooling 
drinks,  and  a  diet  consisting  entirely  of  farinaceous  sub- 
stances and  milk. 

A  superficial,  or  erythematous,  inflammation  of  this  kind 
occurs,  not  only  as  a  disease  by  itself  in  persons  otherwise 
healthy,  but  also  very  frequently  in  the  course  of  various 
other  inflammatory  or  febrile  diseases,  when  the  food  has  not 
been  brought  down  to  the  diminished  power  of  the  stomach. 
Under  ^ucn  circumstances,  the  inflammation  of  the  stomach 
is  more  dfficult  to  recognise,  from  its  symptoms  being  com- 

SMcated,  or  masked,  by  those  of  the  pnmary  disease.     It  is 
us  often  overlooked,  and  much  mischief  is  in  consequence 
done  by  the  unseasonable  use  of  stimulants. 

Chronic  inflammation  of  the  kind  we  are  now  considering 
sometimes  results,  not  from  the  digestive  powers  of  the  sto- 
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mach  being  overtaxed,  but  from  the  existence  of  some  impe- 
diment to  me  passag^e  of  the  digested  food  from  the  stomach 
into  the  intestine.  When,  for  example,  a  simple  deep  ulcer 
exists  near  the  pyloric  end  of  the  stomach,  interfering  with 
the  action  of  its  muscular  fibres,  or  when  the  pyloric  orifice 
is  slightly  strictured,  or  is  pressed  upon  by  a  large  liver,  the 
stomach  cannot  always  completely  empty  itself,  and  what  re- 
mains in  it,  after  digestion  is  over,  frets  and  inflames  its  mu- 
cous coat.  As  the  inflammation,  in  such  cases,  results  from 
an  abiding  condition,  it  is  dfficult  to  remedy,  and  thus,  occa- 
sionally, leads  to  habitual  vomiting  of  ropy  mucus.  This 
happened  in  a  woman  who  died,  a  few  years  ago,  in  King's 
College  Hospital,  from  the  effects  of  a  large  simple  ulcer  near 
the  pyloric  end  of  the  stomach.  Much  ropy  mucus  was  vo- 
mitedf  for  a  long  time  before  death,  leading  to  the  suspicion  of 
cancer  of  the  stomach,  and,  after  death,  ropy  mucus  of  the 
same  kind,  hard  to  detach,  was  found  coating  almost  the 
whole  surface  of  the  mucous  membrane. 

In  the  same  way,  if  the  urinary-bladder,  or  the  gall-bladder, 
cannot  completely  empty  itself,  the  retained  urine  or  bile,  de- 
composes, or  becomes  too  highly  concentrated,  and  conse- 
quently frets  and  inflames  the  mucous  membrane.  Inflam- 
mation of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  would  be 
caused  in  this  way  much  more  frequently  if  the  contents  of 
the  stomach  could  not  be  discharged  by  vomiting.  The  sto- 
mach has,  fortunately,  two  outlets  for  the  escape  of  irritating 
matters. 

Observaiions  on  the  Fevers  of  Jamaica.  By  J.  Maobatr, 
Senior  Medical  OflScer  of  the  Public  Hospital,  Kingston. — 
During  a  residence  of  thirty-five  years  in  tnis  island,  I  have 
never  met  with  a  single  circumstance  that  for  a  moment  in- 
duced me  to  believe  tnat  the  fevers  which  occasionally  pre- 
vail here  epidemically,  or  arise  sporadically,  are  ever  of  a 
contagious  nature. 

The  intermittent,  remittent,  and  yellow  fevers  appear  to  me 
to  be  modifications  of  the  same  disease,  influencea  by  parti- 
cular circumstances,  and  to  arise  from  the  same  cause, — ^viz.,  a 
deleterious  principle  (generated  during  the  decomposition  of 
certain  substances,  principally  vegetable,)  the  production  of 
which  is  materially  influenced  by  the  degree  of  heat  and 
moisture  present,  and  by  the  existing  state  of  the  atmospheric 
and  tellunc  electricity. 

In  1849,  during  the  prevalence  of  the  fatal  epidemic  of 
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i fellow  fever  among  the  troops  at  Up  Park  Camp,  it  repeated- 
y  happened  that,  on  going  to  the  hospital,  I  passed  over  spots 
of  small  diameter,  from  whence  a  not  moist  air  seemed  to 
issue.  Upon  afterwards  examining  these  situations,  I  could 
not,  however,  discover  any  cause  to  account  for  the  circum* 
stance. 

I  have  known  patients  to  be  admitted  into  the  hospital  who. 
after  having  had  two  distinct  febrile  parozvsms,  have  lapsed 
into  yellow  fever,  and  died  with  black  vomit.  And  again,  I 
have  known  others  who  were  admitted  with  the  muddy  in- 
jected eye,  and  drunken  suffused  appearance  of  the  counte* 
nance,  aeep  seated  pain  in  the  orbits,  and  other  patbognomo* 
nic  symptoms  of  yellow  fever,  lasting  for  two  or  three  days, 
have  afterwards  two  or  more  paroxysms  before  they  became 
convalescent.  Cases  of  this  iind  are  rare,  but  still  sufiScient, 
I  think  to  establish  the  connection  between  yellow  and  in* 
termittent  fever.  Sir  William  Pym  attempts  to  distinguish 
what  he  calls  Bulam  from  aggravated  miasmatic  fever ;  but 
every  symptom  he  describes  as  diagnostic  of  the  one  I  have 
repeatedly  seen  in  the  other. 

Yellow  fever  has  not  for  several  years  prevailed  as  an  epi- 
demic  in  Kingston;  but  every  now  and  then  we  receive  pa- 
tients suffering  from  it  into  the  public  hospital,  and  most  of 
these  cases  come  from  coal  ships. 

^  In  1848,  the  crew  of  a  vessel,  that  had  a  few  months  pre- 
▼iously  been  employed  in  carrying  guano,  suffered  most  severe- 
ly ;  and  in  1849,  the  persons  on  board  three  coal  ships,  which 
after  discharging  their  cargo,  took  in  some  impure  ballast, 
were  attacked  with  this  disease  in  its  most  virulent  form 
whilst  the  other  vessels  in  the  harbor  were  comparatively  but 
little  affected.  Thesick  from  these  ships  wereplaced  amongst 
the  other  patients  in  the  hospital ;  but  the  oisease  did  not 
spread  to  them. 

Unacclimated  individuals  of  every  race  are  liable  to  attacks 
of  yellow  fever,  although  I  believe  the  ne^ro  will  often  have 
remittent  fever  when  tne  white  man  would  be  subject  to  the 
more  aggravated  form.  I  have  known  persons  of  color,  na- 
tives of  the  mountain  districts,  and  who  had  never  been  off 
the  island,  to  be  attacked  on  coming  to  Kingston,  and  die  on 
the  third  or  fourth  day,  with  black  vomit,  hemorrhage,  &c. 

Yellow  fever  never  attacks  the  thoroughly  acclimated,  al- 
though persons  who  have  had  it  once  are  not  invariable  ex- 
empt from  a  return  of  it.  I  have  myself  attended  more  than 
one  patient  in  two  well-marked  attacks  of  the  disease ;  and 
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in  181i7.  shortly  after  I  engaged  in  the  practice  in  Kingston,  I 
was  called  to  see  a  gentleman,  who  died  on  the  third  day  of 
lever,  and  who,  I  was  assured  by  Dr.  Adolphus,  deputy-in- 
spector of  hospitals,  and  by  his  family,  had,  aoout  six  months 
freviously,  a  similar  attack  with  well  marked  black  vomit. 
Persons  nave  been  known  to  die  of  remittent  fever  after  a  re- 
sidence of  upwards  of  twenty  years  in  the  island. 

We  have  lately  been  receiving  into  the  public  hospital  seve- 
ral persons  in  the  advanced  stage  of  remittent  fever,  or  suffer- 
ing from  its  seauelae,  who  contracted  the  disease  at  Chagres. 
In  them  the  spleen  and  liver  are  always  congested,  and  the 
lungs  occasionally  so.  The  liver  and  lungs  are  occasionally 
disorganized.  The  greater  number  are  dropsical,  and  suffer- 
ing from  subacute  inflammation  of  the  alimentary  canal,  ac- 
companied by  diarrhoea  I  in  several  a  marked  change  is  observ- 
ed to  have  taken  place  in  the  blood. 

I  have  seen  a  few  instances  of  the  algide  form  of  fever 
mentioned  by  Dr.  Barclay,  and  believe  that  when  it  occurs  a 
paroxysm  has  taken  place,  which  from  some  cause  does  not 
proceed  beyond  the  cold  stage,  and  in  which  the  patient  dies 
or  gradually  recovers.  In  1823, 1  was  called  to  see  a  lady  in 
St.  Elizabeths,  who  had  a  severe  paroxysm  of  fever,  and 
whom  I  found  in  a  hot  stage.  At  daylight  next  morning  she 
was  freer  from  fever,  and  feeling  comfortable.  Atlline  o'clock 
A.  M.  she  complained  of  being  weak,  and  as  I  was  in  the 
house  I  saw  her  immediately,  and  found  her  in  a  state  of 
collapse,  which  gradually  increased  until  she  became  deadly 
cold,  like  a  person  in  the  last  stage  of  cholera  ;  in  this  state 
she  remained  for  upwards  of  thirty-six  hours,  when,  by  the 
continued  use  of  stimulants,  and  keeping  her  wrapped  in  blank- 
ets,  she  gradually  emei^d  from  it,  and  recovered  without 
any  return  of  fever.  Quinine  was  not  in  use  in  this  island  at 
that  time. 

As  these  different  forms  of  fever  arise  from  the  same  cause, 
their  treatment  is  based  on  similar  principles,  modified  by  the 
intensity  of  the  disease.  The  inoications  appear  to  be,  '*to 
relieve  such  viscera  as  become  the  seat  of  congestion,  or  are 
threatened  with  it ;  to  overcome  the  fever,  and  to  effect  a 
counterchan^e  in  the  state  oi  the  blood.'' 

General  btood-letting  in  young  and  otherwise  healthy  sub- 
jects is  frequently  most  useful  in  many  epidemics,  when  the 
patient  is  seen  within  the  first  few  hours  of  the  attack ;  but 
the  indiscriminate  practice  of  it  has  done  a  great  deal  of  mis- 
chief, particularly  when  it  has  been  had  recourse  to  after  the 
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first  day*  Topical  bleeding  is  a  most  valuable  remedy,  and 
can  be  employed  at  a  later  period  than  general  blood-lettipg. 
Where  there  is  tenderness  of  the  epigastrium,  with  vomiting 
and  ardent  fever,  it  should  rarely  be  omitted ;  sinapisms  and 
blisters  are  also  often  useful. 

The  American  practice  of  giving  large  doses  of  calomel 
and  quinine  is,  I  thmk,  an  excellent  one.  It  is  that  which 
we  have  for  the  last  few  years  followed  in  the  public  hospital, 
and  which  I  adopt  in  private  practice.  The  first  dose  of  calo- 
mel (a  scruple)  will  often  of  itself  allay  the  irritation  of 
the  stomach,  and  enable  it  to  retain  the  scruple  of  quinine 
which  is  ^ven  immediately  afterwards.  Tne  auioine  is 
then  given  in  ten  grain  doses,  and  the  calomel  in  lour  grain 
doses,  every  third  or  fourth  hour,  until  an  impression  is  made 
on  the  disease,  or  the  quinine  is  found  to  be  affecting  the  svstem, 
when  the  dose  of  it  is  diminished.  Sometimes  only  the  first 
dose  of  calomel  is  found  necessary,  in  other  cases  several  are 
required.  It  generally  acts  on  the  bowels,  and  supersedes  the 
necessity  of  giving  those  large  doses  of  purgative  medicines 
that  were  formerly  deemed  indispensable. 

When  it  is  evident  that  a  change  is  taking  place  in  the 
state  of  the  blood,  the  saline  medicines  recommended  by  Dr. 
Stevens  are  administered,  in  conjunction  with  or  without  qui- 
nine, as  may  be  found  advisable ;  and  perseverence  in  this 
treatment  has  saved  the  lives  of  many,  wno  without  it  would 
have  fallen  victims  to  the  disease.  When  the  powers  begin 
to  fail,  stimulants  (particularly  brandy)  are  given  in  moderate 
quantities. 

Kreosote,  hydrocyanic  acid,  and  nitrate  of  silver  have  at 
times  been  found  useful  in  arresting  the  vomiting ;  but  in  ge- 
neral the  oxide  of  bismuth  is  found  the  most  effectual  le- 
medy. 

Black  vomit  was  at  one  time  believed  to  consist  of  vitiated 
bile ;  but  it  is  now  known  to  be  disorganized  blood,  mixed 
with  the  secretions  of  the  stomach.  The  bile,  found  in  the 
gall-blader  of  patients  who  die  with  this  symptom,  mixes 
readily  with  water ;  whilst  a  mixture  of  black  vomit  and  wa- 
ter is  turbid,  and  always  deposits  a  sediment. 

The  yellow  color  of  the  skin,  in  most  instances,  arises 
from  the  diffiision  of  bile  in  the  system,  and  is  then  first  no- 
ticed in  the  eye.  In  other  cases  it  has  its  origin  in  the  decom- 
position of  the  blood,  and  in  these  is  first  observed  in  streaks 
about  the  neck.  When  arising  from  the  latter  cause,  it  indi* 
cates  a  most  formidable  disease. 
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I  When  an  epidemic  breaks  out^  the  removal  of  the  people 

t  (when  it  is  practicable)  should  be  one  of  the  first  steps  taken. 

{  The  ffood  effects  arising  from  this  measure  were  strongly  ex* 

I  emplified  in  the  60th  regiment,  a  few  years  ago.     It  was  suf' 
fenng  most  severely  from  fever  at  Fort  Au^sta;  but,  on  be> 

I  ing  removed  to  the  mountains,  soon  got  nd  of  the  disease. 

I  Had  they  remained  at  the  Fort  their  loss  would,  I  have  little 

I  doubt,  have  been  enormous. 

Case  of  AmputaHon  at  the  Ankle  Joint.    By  Charles 

,  Cbokbr  Kino,  M.  D. — Biddy  Fanington,  aged  28  years^  a 

patient  in  the  County  Oalway  Infirmary.     Disease,  warty 

ulcer  of  Maijolin,  occupying  the  entire  sole  of  the  foot'  in 

front  of  the  heel. 

In  consultation  on  the  21  st  of  June  1862,  amputation  was 
decided  upon,  and  the  next  question  (or  consideration  was  as 
to  its  site.  Amputation  below  the  knee  was  proposed,  and 
consented  to  by  the  p  itient,  but  was  not  adopted,  as,  on  con- 
sideration, the  case  appeared  to  be  a  favorable  one  for  ampu* 
tation  at  the  ankle  joint,  after  the  manner  recommended  by 
Mr.  Syme.  Accoidinfflv,  the  patient  having  been  placed  un- 
der the  influence  of  chloroform,  the  point  of  a  small  sized 
amputating  knife  was  inserted  close  to  the  fibular  malleolus, 
and  carried  across  the  sole  of  the  foot,  in  front  of  the  heel, 
to  a  point  on  the  same  level  on  the  opposite  side,  which  was 
a  little  below  the  tibial  malleolus.  Tne  knife  was  then  car* 
ried  rapidly  across  the  dorsum  of  the  foot  in  a  semi-circular 
direction,  so  as  to  connect  the  extremities  of  the  first  incision ; 
the  posterior  flap  was  dissected,  the  edge  of  the  knife  being 
kept  close  to  the  os  calcis ;  the  ankle  joint  opened ;  the  late- 
ral ligaments  divided;  the  entire  foot  removed ;  and  the  ope- 
ration completed  by  sawing  off  the  two  malleoli,  and  a  thin 
slice  of  the  tibia  connecting  those  processes.  Three  vessels 
required  ligatures,  namely,  the  anterior  tibial,  and  the  two 
plantar  arteries,  care  having  been  taken  not  to  divide  the  pos- 
terior tibial  before  its  division. 

The  operation  only  occupied  a  few  minutes,  and  little  or 
no  blood  was  lost. 

The  flaps  matched  admirably.  They  were  held  together 
by  adhesiive  plaster,  and  three  points  of  interrupted  suture. 
Water  dressing  was  applied. 

Almost  the  entire  ot  the  wound  healed  by  the  first  inten- 
tion.  A  small  portion  of  the  cicatrix  remaining  tender,  and 
a  few  drops  of  pus,  slightly  protracted  the  oore  $ 
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bat  this  shortly  healing,  the  patient  possesses  a  most  cffident 
stomp,  upon  which,  having  been  Drovided  with  a  suitable  boot, 
she  is  able  to  walk  rapicDy,  perfectly,  and  without  even  the 
assistance  of  a  stick. 

Can  of  Tranmaiie  Tetanus  eurtd  by  the  InhalaHon  of 
Chloroform.  By  Dr.  Th*  V.  Dirsoa,  of  Manheim.  A 
patient,  aged  26,  ran  a  nail  into  the  great  toe  of  the  left  foot, 
on  April  17th.  On  the  30th,  he  experienced  difficulty  in 
opening  the  mouth.  On  May  2nd,  the  masseter  and  other 
masticatory  muscles  were  contracted,  and  the  mouth  was 
closed.  On  the  6th,  the  symjitoms  were  more  severe ;  aadt 
on  the  6th,  there  were  tetanic  spams,  returning  every  five 
minutes,  combined  with  opisthotonos.  Moiphine,  bleedins^ 
tobacco  enemata,  cupping,  etc.,  were  tried  without  avau. 
Pulse  112;  skin  warm.  Chloroform  inhalations  were  then 
directed.  The  tetanic  symptoms  disappeared  during  the  nar« 
cotism,  and  the  patient  obtained  some  rest.  Upon  the  return 
of  the  spasms,  the  chloroform  inhalations  were  repeated, 
during  which  the  nulse  sank  from  110  to  60.  The  author 
now  endeavored  to'keep  the  patient  in  a  state  of  constant  ex« 
citement,  and  administered,  oetween  this  date  and  the  20th 
of  May,  64^  ounces  of  chloroform. 

21  St. — The  inhalations  were  discontinued :  cold  was  ap« 
plied  to  the  shaven  head,  and  a  quaiter  of  a  grain  of  acetate 
of  moiphia  was  given  every  two  nours.  On  the  4th  of  June 
the  patient  was  well. 

Dr.  Bargigly ,  of  Lesbos,  relates  the  case  of  a  ooontrymaa, 
in  whom  tetamc  symptoms  came  on  after  the  ex-articulation 
of  the  third  fit^r.  The  patient  was  cured  by  the  same 
treatment. 

A  similar  case  is  related  in  Langenbeck's  Clinic. 

The  death  of  the  patient  in  tetanus  is  caused  by  the  cramps 
extending  to  the  respiratory  muscles  and  to  the  heart.  It 
rarely  occurs  from  loss  of  power  in  the  brain  or  spinal  cord, 
or  from  exhaustion.  The  course  is  usually  acute,  the  tetanic 
sjrmptoms  ensuing  in  the  followingonler:— trismus,  cramp 
in  the  muscles  of^back  and  neck,  the  extremities  often  i«* 
maining  free.  Most  patients  die  before  the  twelfth  day. 
The  prognosis  is  the  more  favomble  the  lon^r  the  disease 
lasts.  The  advantage  of  narcotising  remedies  consists  in 
this,  that  die  tetanic  cramps  become  suppressed  or  rendered 
milder,  and  thus  the  respmtory  act  ana  the  contractions  of 
the  heart  proceed  vntmpairsd.    Chlorofenn,  from  beiiig  takoi 
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into  the  blood  direct  from  the  longs,  is  preferable  to  all  other 
narootising  remedies,  which  must  be  absorbed  from  the 
stomach.  The  effects  of  the  chloroform  inhalations  must  be 
continuous,  the  patient  remaining  days,  and  even  weeks, 
more  or  less,  under  its  influence,  until  a  point  of  saturation  is 
attained,  characterised  by  the  rapid  production  of  the  extreme 
narcotising  effects,  the  patient  during  the  intervals  being  in  a 
state  of  obstinate  excitement;  head  not,  face  red,  eyes  ^is* 
tening,  frequent  epistaxis,  etc.  Atmosperic  air  was  nuxed 
with  the  chloroform  in  Dr.  Dusch's  case. — £f.  und  Pfi. 
Zsehr.,  K  F.  III.  1862. 

Reduction  of  a  Scrotal  Hernia  which  had  been  for  nearljf 
fix  months  Irreducible.  Under  the  care  of  Mr.  Hilton. 
On  April  23«  1853,  Alfred  Kemp,  aged  24,  a  farm  laborer, 
was  admitted  to  Guy's  Hospital,  on  account  of  a  large  scro* 
tal  hernia,  which  had,  for  nearly  six  months,  baffled  tne  per- 
severing attempts  at  reduction  made  bv  his  medical  attendants. 
He  Aated,  that  for  two  years  he  ^  had  been  subject  to  a  small 
swelling  in  the  groin,  but,  that  it  had  never  occasioned  any 
trouble,  until  about  six  months  ago,  when,  during  an  effort  at 
lifting,  it  suddenly  increased  in  size,  and  passed  down  into 
the  scrotum.     Immediately  afterwards  he  suflfered  severe 

Cin  with  some  sense  of  dragging  in  the  abdomen  and  back, 
t  no  symptoms  of  strangulated  bowel  manifested  them« 
selves,  either  then  or  since.  The  inconvenience  which  it 
had  occasioned  him  had,  however,  quite  prevented  him  from 
attempting  to  resume  his  work.  The  treatment  pursued  in 
the  country  had  consisted  in  the  exhibition  of  purgatives,  and 
of  mercuries,  with  partial  confinement  to  bed.  Cold  had 
also  been  applied  to  tbe  tumor.  On  examination,  there  way 
found  in  the  left  scrotum  a  large,  moveable,  irregularly  nodu- 
lated mass  (omentum),  which  was  soft,  flaccid,  and  free  from 
tenderness.  Nothing  like  intestine  could  be  felt.  The  neck 
of  the  tumor  at  the  external  abdominal  ring  appeared  to  be 
tightly  constricted.  The  bowels  were  ascertained  to  have 
acted  reffularly  each  day.  Having  made  careful  and  perse- 
vering, but  ineflbctual  attempts  to  effect  the  reduction  of  the 
tumor,  Mr.  Hilton  directed — 1st.  That  the  man  ahoold 
observe  an  undeviatingly  recumbent  posture.  2ndly.  That 
he  should  have  solid  food,  with  not  more  than  a  half  ajpint 
of  fluid  in  twen^-four  boon.  8rdly.  That  a  bladder  of  ice 
should  be  kept  constantly  applied  to  the  scrotum,  the  latter 
being  elevated  on  a  cushion  placed  between  the  thighs.    4thly. 
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That  a  draught,  containing  sulphate  of  magnesia  and  coldii- 
cum  wine  should  be  administered  three  times  daily.  Mr. 
Hilton  remarked,  to  those  present,  that  to  a  young  man  who 
had  to  earn  his  livelihood  by  hard  labor,  it  was  a  matter  of 
very  great  importance  to  be  relieved,  if  possible,  of  such  an 
affection  as  the  present,  which,  apart  from  the  inconvenience 
necessarily  attendant  on  its  bulk,  would  perpetuate  a  liability 
to  the  occurrence  of  strangulation.  He  pointed  out,  that  the 
important  obstacle  to  reduction  was  probably  offered  by  the 
loaded  condition  of  the  blood-vessels  of  the  protruded  part, 
and  that,  consequently,  the  indications  for  treatment  were — 
Ist.  To  decrease  the  quantity  of  the  circulating  medium 
generallv,  as  far  as  mieht  be  done  without  unduly  depressing 
Uie  vital  powers;  ana,  2ndly,  by  local  means  to  constringe 
and  unload  the  congested  vessels  of  the  incarcerated  omentum. 
The  one  was  to  be  accomplished  by  purgation,  diuresis,  and 
abstinence  from  fluids ;  the  other,  by  the  recumbent  posture 
and  the  application  of  pressure  and  of  cold.  With  respect  to 
the  last  mentioned  agent,  Mr.  Hilton  further  remarkea,  that, 
in  the  case  of  tumors  within  the  scrotum,  the  use  of  cold,  by 
exciting  constant  and  powerful  contraction  of  the  daitos,  in- 
sured the  application  of  the  best  and  most  uniform  kind  of 
pressure  which  could  possibly  be  exerted.  The  effect  of 
purgation  was  also  extremely  valuable,  since  not  only  did  it 
unload  the  vascular  system  generally,  but  that  part  of  it  espe- 
cially involved  in  the  existing  lesion,  the  omental  veins  beine, 
with  those  of  the  intestines,  tributary  to  the  vena  porta.  It 
was  just  possible,  also,  that,  by  keeping  the  stomach  and 
transverse  colon  comparatively  empty,  the  contractions  of 
those  organs,  to  both  of  which  the  omentum  is  attached, 
might  exert  some  little  influence  in  tending  to  drag  upwards 
into  the  abdominal  cavity  the  displaced  portion  of  omentum. 
To  return  to  our  case.  After  the  afore-mentioned  treatment 
had  been  rigidly  pursued  for  a  few  days,  it  was  noticed,  that 
the  man^s  toIIv  had  lost  its  rounded  countour,  and  become 
pinched  in  and  narrow ;  the  tumor,  also,  had  diminished  in 
size,  and  felt  soft  and  loose,  having  lost  its  plump  and  defi- 
nite form.    The  bowels  had  been  very  freel  v  purged. 

On  the  5i8th,  Mr.  Hilton  again  examined  tne  tumor,  and, 
with  very  slight  pressure,  suceeded  in  passing  it  up  into  the. 
abdomen. 

On  the  SOth,  the  man  was  discharged,  quite  free  from  all 
the  inconveniences  of  his  complaint ;  and,  wearing  an  effi- 
cient troas,  the  hernia  had  not  again  protraded. 
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A  brief  Summary  of  my  Experience  mth  the  Veratum 
Viride.  B.  John  S.  Wilson,  M!  D. — So  much  has  recently 
been  written  upon  the  veratum  by  Dr.  Norwood,  and  others, 
that  some  may  begin  to  grow  weary  of  the  subject ;  but  I 
feel  well  assured  tnat  such  is  not  the  case  with  those  who 
have  witnessed  its  wonderful  powers,  and  that  every  physician 
who  has  enjoyed  this  privilege  will  read  with  pleasure  an^ 
additional  evidence  in  its  favor,  which  mav  tend  to  bring  it 
more  into  notice,  and  thus  extend  its  use.  And  if  any  of  the 
readers  of  this  Journal  should  entertain  the  idea  that  an  un- 
due proportion  of  its  pages  are  devoted  to  this  new  remedy, 
they  should  remember  that  almost  aU  that  has  been  written, up 
to  this  time,  upon  this  great  medicine,  has  been  published  in 
this  Journal  alone  ;  that  but  few  American  and  no  European 
journals  have  as  yet  noticed  it ;  and,  consequently,  that  its 
transcendant  claims  to  the  attention  of  the  profession  are  still 
comparatively  unknown.  Instead,  then,  of  offering  an  apolo^ 
gy  for  introduoin^  the  Am,erican  hellebore  again,  I  would  pay 
a  merited  compliment  to  Dr.  Norwood,  by  saying  that  he  nas 
won  immortal  honor  for  himself,  and  conferred  an  inestima- 
ble favor  on  mankind,  in  bringing  it  first  into  notice ;  and  I 
hesitate  not  to  say  that  the  Journal  would  be  well  filled  if 
every  vage  contained  nothiw  besides  an  important  account  of 
the  enects  of  veratrum  viri£. 

It  is  not  my  design  to  give  a  minute  and  tedious  detail  of 
cases ;  I  will  only  mention  some  of  the  diseases  in  which  I 
have  used  the  medicine  under  consideration — ^the  mode  of 
adminiptration,  and  the  result,  toj^ether  with  such  general  re- 
marks as  may  be  suggested  to  be  in  common  with  each  case. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  piesent  year,  I  succeed^  in  ob- 
taining  some  of  the  root  of  the  veratrum  viride,  after  several 
ineffectual  efforts:  from  this  I  made  a  tinctuie,  according  to 
the  Directions  of  Dr.  Norwood,  by  adding  i  lb.  of  the  root 
to  16  oz.  of  undiluted  alcohol.  This  tincture  I  have  used  in 
the  following  diseases — viz :  Pneumonia,  pleuro«pneumonia, 
bronchitis,  broncho-pneumonia,  pericarditis,  cerebro-spinal 
meningitis,  epileptiform  convulsions,  acute  rheumatism,  gen- 
eral dropsy;  and  in  fevers— typhoid,  remittent  and  puerperal. 
Of  the  thoracic  diseases,  sixteen  were  pulmonary  and  one 
cardiac :  of  meningitis,  convulsions,  acute  rheumatism,  and 
dropsy,  there  was  one  case  each:  of  the  fevers,  three  were 
typhoid^  one  puerperal,  and  several  remittent.  Of  the  sixteen 
pulmonary  cases»  all  recovered  aave  one,  and  this  was  com- 
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plicated  by  the  supervention  of  acute  rheumatism.    The 

of  pericaraitis  had  resulted  in  eSiision,  before  it  was  put  under 
treatment,  and  terminated  fatally ;  still  the  veratrum  exerted 
its  wonted  control  over  the  pulse,  reducing  its  frequency  from 
140  to  60.  The  case  of  crebro-spinal  meningitis  was  also 
fatal ;  but  as  in  the  other  case,  the  remedy  exerted  a  marked 
control  over  the  pulse,  and  for  a  while  there  was  a  flattering 
amelioration  of  all  the  symptoms. 

The  subject  of  the  convulsions  was  an  anemic  boy  of  10  or 
12  years  of  age ;  the  spasms  were  very  frequent  and  extreme- 
ly severe,  every  paroxysm  apparently  putting  the  life  of  the 
patient  in  imminent  danger ;  the  veratmm,  to  reduce  the  fre- 
quency  of  the  pulse,  and  ether  inhalations,  to  quiet  the 
spasms,  were  the  remedies  almost  exclusively  relied  upon ; 
and  these  indications. were  fulfilled  in  the  happiest  possible 
manner,  snatching  the  little  suflerer  from  the  very  jaws  of 
death. 

The  case  of  rheumatism  occurred  in  a  little  boy  about  6 
years  of  age  ;*  it  attacked  the  knee  joint,  was  very  severe,  and 
was  treated  principally^  with  colchicum  and  veratrum ;  bat 
the  former  medicine  ddd  not  succeed  well  untifthe  latter  was 
added  to  prescription.  Under  this  treatment,  the  disease  was 
subdued  in  less  than  six  days,  instead  of  running  ^'six  weeks,'* 
according  to  the  dictum  of  Dr.  Warren. 

The  case  of  dropsy  was  fatal,  the  patient  being  moribund 
when  the  veratrum  was  commenced. 

We  now  come  to  that  interesting  class  of  diseases — fevers. 
Of  the  three  tjrphoid  cases,  one  terminated  favorable  in  twelve 
days ;  but  the  early  convalesence  in  this  case  was  not  attrib* 
uted  to  the  veratmm,  as  this  was  not  made  a  principal  remedy, 
and  as  the  fever  was  unusually  mild.  The  other  two  cases 
were  severe  and  protracted,  one  continuing  three  and  the  other 
six  weeks.  Having  much  confidence  in  the  veratrum,  it  was 
relied  upon  almost  exclusively  in  the  treatment  of  these  two 
oases,  the  prescriptions  bein^  complicated  as  little  as  possible. 
In  the  case  that  terminated  m  convalescence  in  three  weeks, 
slight  ptyalism  supervened,  from  the  use  of  small  doses  of 
ow>md  in  ooniunction  with  the  veratrum. 

The  general  plan  of  treatment  which  I  have  adopted  in 
typhoid  fever  is  to  nve  quinine  freely  for  the  first  few  days, 
or  until  the  tvphoia  symntoms  are  fully  developed ;  I  then 
resort  to  smau  doses  of  calomel  and  the  veratrum,  experience 
hftving  taught  me  that  nothing  can  be  sained  by  pnsning  the 
quininet  afUr  tke  dUeaee  kaeoeeome  &$i%ndly  typhoid.    In 
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Slving  the  veratram,  I  generally  prescribe  4  gtt.  every  three 
ours,  for  an  adult,  to  be  increased  1  gtt.  each  dose,  until  a 
decided  effect  is  produced,  either  upon  the  pulse  or  stomach. 
I  have  never  been  able  to  cany  the  dose  higher  than  14  gtt., 
and  seldom  higher  than  8  gtt.;  and  I  have  evisn  known  2  gtt. 
to  produce  a  very  manifest  effect  on  the  pulse  of  a  little  ^rl 
thi^  years  of  ase.  I  have  never  known  it  to  fail  in  reducme 
the  frequency  of  the  pulse  when  it  produced  nausea,  but  I 
have  frequently  succeeded  in  reducing  the  pulse,  without  any 
.  nausea,  by  beginning  with  very  small  doses,  and  increasing 
gradually. 

Having  mentioned  the  diseases  in  which  I  have  used  the 
veratrum,  and  the  mode  of  administration,  I  conclude  with  a 
few  general  remarks. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  figures  given,  that  my 
experience  with  it  has  been  more  extenoed  in  pulmonary  dis- 
enaen  than  in  any  other  class— sulBiciently  so,  I  think,  to  speak 
with  some  degree  of  confidence.  As  already  stated,  only  one 
of  these  cases  proved  fatal,  and  that  was  complicated.  Some 
of  the  cases  were  severe  and  alarming,  as  much  so  as  any  I 
have  ever  seen ;  and  one  of  the  cases  of  pneumonia  was  ac- 
companied with  active  pulmonaiy  hemorrnage.  With  these 
facts  before  me,  I  can  but  express  a  vein^  favorable  opinion  of 
the  veratum  in  pneumonia  and  bronchitis.  Before  tne  intro- 
duction of  this  remedy,  I  treated  the  diseases  mentioned  with 
antimonials»  and  generally  with  success ;  but  every  physician 
of  experience  knows  that  pnemonia  is  not  unfreauently  com- 
plicated with  a  degree  of  intestinal  irritation  wnich  forbids 
the  use  of  tart,  emetic  on  the  Rasorian  plan,  or,  indeed,  in 
any  way  capable  of  subduing  the  pulmonary  inflammation ; 
and  even  wnere  this  intestinal  complication  is  not  an  essential 
feature  of  the  disease,  it  is  well  known  that  the  free  use  of 
tart,  antimony  will  produce  it  together  with  other  grave,  and 
even  fatal  qrmptoms.  The  veratum  is  not  obnoxious  to  thos^ 
objections ;  and  having  in  addition  to  the  important  negative 
advanti^,  the  positive  one  of  being  more  prompt  an?  cer- 
tain in  Its  effects,  than  the  antimony,  I  think  it  entitle^  to  the 
preference ;  and  I  think  it  possible  that  time  and  experience 
will  confirm  its  claims,  a^  that  it  will  be  recognized  as  the 
great  desideratum  in  the  treatment  of  pulm^ary  diseases. 
In  this  class  of  diseases  I  have  found  it  to  set  promptly,  not 
onlv  as  a  sedative,  but  also  as  an  eiqpectorant  imd  anodjrne ; 
and  I  would  here  remark,  that  I  consider  its  nrimary  action, 
Oat  which  gives  it  its  great  value^  sedative— whue  its  secondary 
eftcts  are  ezpectora^  emetic,  wadon&Cf  and  anodyne. 
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As  to  its  use  m  fevere,  I  have  bat  a  few  more  wotdsy  as  if 
is  my  design  to  confine  myself  mostly  to  fisusts,  and  as  my  ex- 
perience with  it  in  this  class  of  diseases  has  not  been  exten- 
sive.    As  before  intimated,  the  veratrum  was  made  the  pcin- 

cipal  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  two  of  the  tjrphoid  cases 

no  other  remedies  being  used  except  blisters  to  the  abdomen, 
sponging,  spts.  mindereri,  and  in  one  case  small  doses  of  calo- 
mel. U  I  may  venture  an  opinion  as  to  the  virtues  of  verm- 
trum  in  typhoia  fever,  from  its  effects  in  these  two  cases,  it  as 
this :  Its  powers  in  abbreviating  the  fever  are  doabtfoi ;  but 
its  control  over  the  pulse,  the  reduction  of  excessive  arterial 
action,  and  the  consequent  mitigation  of  all  the  more  dis- 
tressing  symptoms,  are  comparatively  certain — ^far  more  oo 
than  any  remedy  previously  in  use.  But,  while  I  ezpreas 
myself  thus  favorably,  I  do  not  think  the  veratrum  is  appli- 
cable to  all  cases  of  typhoid  fever  f  for  I  would  be  averse  to 
to  its  use  in  cases  attended  with  extreme  debility  and  great 
prostration  of  the  vital  powers ;  if  I  were  to  resort  to  it  at  all 
m  cases  of  this  kind,  it  would  be  in  doses  too  small  to  pro- 
duce nausea  and  prostration,  observation  having  taught  me 
that  the  patient  must  have  a  considerable  degree  of  recupera- 
tive  energy  to  withstand  its  depressing  effects,  unless  it  is 
used  with  great  caution. 

The  case  of  puerperal  fever  was  one  in  whidi  the  utems 
was  the  primary  seat  of  inflammation,  but  the  fever  was 
complicated  with  diarrhoea  and  well-marked  typhoid  symp* 
toms.  In  consideration  of  this  complication  and  the  ad- 
vanced sta^e  of  the  disease,  I  withheld  the  lancet*— of  oourse 
the  purgative  plan  was  wholly  inadmissible.  Under  these 
circumstances,  1  prescribed  small  doses  of  calomel  and  opium; 
veratrum  alternately^ — ^the  latter  to  be  increased  until  it  affected 
the  pulse  or  stomach.  When  this  treatment  was  bemn,  the 
pulse  ranged  from  120  to  140,  quick  and  thready;  alter  ooa- 
tinning  it  forty-eight  hours  the  pulse  was  reduced  nearly  to 
the  normal  standard,  and  kept  at  this  until  the  metritis  was 
subdued.  In  this  case  it  took  as  many  as  14  gtt.  to  fiilfil  the 
indication — more  than  I  have  ever  given  in  ai^  other  case, 
except  oui  of  pneumonia,  accompanied  witb|)regnancy*--ihe 
time  was  ranch  longer  than  usual  also ;  but  whether  the  puer- 
peral and  pregaant  states  modify  the  action  of  the  remedy^  I 
am  unable  to  saj. 

As  we  have  a  sj^ecific  in  Temittents,  of  course  the  veratrum 
was  not  the  princi^l  remedy  in  ^is  form  «f  fever ;  it  was 
only  used  durit^  the  febrile  exacerbation,  to  moderate  the  iv- 
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terial  action,  and  this  design  it  accomplished  very  happily ; 
and  although  it  may  possess  no  specific  action  in  any  form  of 
fever,  I  consider  it  an  invaluable  remedy  in  controlling  the 
action  of  the  heart  and  mitigating  the  intensity  of  the  disease^ 
in  every  variety  of  fever,  idiopathic  or  s;^mptomatic. 

I  might  multiply  remarks  in  connection  with  each  of  the 
cases  treated,  but  enough  has  been  said,  I  think,  t^  convince 
the  most  incredulous  that  the  powers  of  the  veratrum  have 
not  been  exaggecated,  I  will  only  add,  in  conclusion,  that 
I  have  used  it,  not  only  in  the  twenty-five  cases  reported  in 
this  article,  but  also  in  others,  not  embraced  in  this  report ; 
and  I  have  never  seen  it  fail  in  reducing  the  frequency  of 
the  pube — while  there  was  generallv  an  improvement  in  its 
volume  :  and  although  I  am  naturally  more  prone  to  skepti- 
cigm  than  credulity,  1  hesitate  not  to  express  the  belief  tnat 
the  veratrum  viride  is  one  of  the  greatest  additions  made  to 
the  materia  medica  the  present  century,  the  anesthetics  not 
excepted ;  but,  while  I  oestow  this  high  commendation,  I 
must  say,  by  way  of  caution,  that  it  is  potent  for  evil  as  well 
as  for  good— like  all  other  active  remedies — and  should  there- 
fore be  used  with  prudence  and  circumspection, — Southern 
Medi.  and  Surg.  Jour. 

Arsenic  in  Chronic,  Scabies. — By  Philip  Henry  Wil- 
liams, M.  D.  Cask  I  was  consulted,  February  1862,  by 
H.  B.,  aged  22,  who  s^  aed  that  she  had  been  suffering  from 
an  eruption  during  ninetsuccessive  months.  The  description 
clearly  indicated  scabies ;  and  the  appearances  on  the  arms, 
wrists,  fingers,  legs,  ankles,  and  toes,  left  no  doubt  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  disease.  There  were  a  few  scratched  spots  on 
the  face,  which,  although  a  comparatively  rare  seat  of 
scabies,  appears  in  chronic  cases  liable  to  be  effected.  The 
itching  was,  and  had  been,  commensurate  with  the  extent  of 
the  malady.  Various  applications  had  been  tried  without 
benefit.  On  the  hands  ana  toes  several  distinct  pustules  had 
recently  occurred,  which,  in  the  words  of  Dr.  Bateman,  were 
^^  moderately  inflamed  round  their  bases,  and  maturated  and 
broke  in  two  or  three  days ;  then  ulcerated,  with  increasing 
pain  and  inflammation."  Hence  it  would  seem  that  the  de- 
cidedly purulent  species  (scabies  purulenta)  was  supervening 
on  the  ordinary  development.  The  pustules  subsequently 
appeared  on  other  parts,  especially  on  the  arms  and  thighs, 
and  remained  after  the  simple  eruption  had  died  away.  The 
constitution,  at  the  commencement  of  the  attack,  was  stated 
to  be  good;  and  at  the  time  the  patient  came  under  my  no- 
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tice,  the  health  was  not  impaired.  The  catamenia  were 
quite  regular.  I  prescribed  sulphur  ointment^  giving  iodide 
of  potassium  and  sarsaparilla  in  the  usual  doses,  and  com- 
pound rhubarb  pills  at  proper  intervals.  This  treatment  was 
continued  for  a  month,  with  very  little  success.  I  then  or- 
dered three  minims  of  the  liquor  potasssB  arsenitis  to  be 
taken  three  times  daily,  in  champhor  mixture.  At  the  end 
of  three  weeks  the  face  became  auite  free  from  all  traces  of 
the  eruption,  and  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  week  the  disease 
was  declining  over  the  body  generally.  The  mixture  was 
omitted  for  a  few  days,  in  consequence  of  slight  headache, 
and  was  then  resumed  in  the  same  dose,  twice  daily.  In 
three  weeks  from  that  date,  the  patient  was  cured,  with  the 
exception  of  some  of  the  larger  pustules,  which  were  not 
healed  until  a  fortnight  afterwards.  Poultices  of  linseed 
meal  were  applied  to  tnem. 

Up  to  the  present  time,  there  has  been  no  return  of  the 
malady. 

A  younger  sister  of  the  patient  suffered  at  the  same  time 
from  simple  scabies,  whicn  yielded  at  an  early  period  to  sul- 
phur ointment  and  tonics.  A  companion  of  Harriet  B.  also 
contracted  the  disease,  which  became  chronic,  and  required 
the  same  arsanical  treatment  for  its  removal. — Assoc,  ided. 
Jour, 

Hot  Water  and  Soapin  Ptyplism. — A  great  variety  of  reme- 
dies have,  from  time  to  time,  been  employed  in  the  treat- 
ment of  Dtyalism ;  every  practitioner  having  his  own  favo- 
rite remedy.  Tar  water,  solution  of  creasote,  lead  water,  su- 
mach root  tea,  sage  tea  and  honey,  alum,  spts.  turpentine, 
&c.,  have  each  accjuired  more  or  less  reputation  in  the  hands 
of  different  practitioners ;  but  we  have  never  been  satisfied 
with  any  of  these  remedies,  though  we  have  repeatedly  pre- 
scribed them.  Very  recently,  having  to  treat  a  severe  case 
of  accidental  ptyalism,  we  prescribed  a  hot  solution  of  soap. 
The  patient  was  suffering  with  severe  pain  of  the  gums,  and 
copious  salivary  discham — a  few  drams  of  spirits  of  soap 
was  added  to  one  pint  of  hat  water,  and  the  patient  directed 
to  take  it  into  the  mouth,  as  hot  as  he  could  Dear,  and  retain 
it  until  the  surplus  heat  was  exhausted,  and  repeat  for  an 
hour,  allowing  an  interval  of  half  an  hour  for  rest.  At  the 
end  of  twelve  hours,  we  had  the  gratification  to  find  the  pa- 
tient almost  entirely  relieved  of  the  pain — the  swelling  and 
redness  of  the  gums  and  soft  parts  aoout  the  mouth  rapidly 
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diminished,  and  in  a  few  days,  by  the  persevering  use  of  the 
hot  water,  the  patient  was  free  of  all  uneasiness  about  the 
mouth. 

The  value  of  hot 'water  was  suggested  from  having  ob- 
served the  good  effects  of  hot  tar  water  in  a  similar  case ;  the 
patient,  a  (felicate,  nervous  female,  was  directed  to  use  warm 
tar  water  occasionally,  but  finding  that  the  hotter  the  water, 
the  greater  relief  was  afforded,  she  continued  using  it  as  hot 
as  the  mouth  could  bear  it.  We  had  noticed  too,  the  effects 
of  the  prolonged  immersion  of  the  hands  of  washerwomen 
in  warm  soap  suds,  corrugating  and  puckering  the  skin  of  the 
hands  and  fingers  to  such  a  degree  that  the  blood  seemed  al- 
most expelled  from  the  vessels  of  the  part. 

The  nrst  effect  of  hot  water  in  mercurial  sore  mouth,  seems 
to  be  relief  from  the  painful  distension  of  the  soft  parts,  and 
secondly,  an  anemic  condition  of  the  blood  vessels  from  con- 
traction or  collapse  of  the  capillaries.  The  stron|;er  prepara- 
tions of  soap  are  powerfully  astringent — ^the  kmd  used  in 
preparing  the  spts.  sapo.  was  the  castue — it  may  be  that  tur- 

?ntine  soap  is  preferable. — South.  Jour,  of  Medical  and 
hyiical  Sciences. 
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Fusion  and  Volatilization  of  Platinum  and  Salici. — 
Brbzeliub  in  his  Trait6  de  Chemie  (German  edition)  reports 
that  he  had  seen  a  mass  of  simifused  platinum  which  M.  Sef- 
strom  had  obtained  by  heating  in  an  ordinary  furnace  filings  of 

{platinum  mixed  with  charcoal  placed  in  a  crucible.  This 
act,  which  had  been  overlooked,  has  been  carefully  studied 
and  submitted  to  examination  on  a  large  scale  by  M.  Deville, 
so  that  now  the  fusion  of  platinum  in  a  coal  fire  is  no  more 
a  difficulty,  neither  the  volatilization  of  this  metal. 

In  order  to  verify  a  fact  in  analytical  chemistry  concerning 
the  silicates,  M.  Henri  St.  Claire  Deville  put  a  platinum 
crucible,  closed  with  its  cover,  in  a  Hessian  crucible,  and  pla- 
ced it  in  a  small  laboratory  furnace.  The  combustible  con- 
sisted accidentally  of  furnace  cinders  (^'escarbilles")  and  the 
whole  was  subjected  to  the  action  of  the  bellows  of  a  forge. 
On  returning  after  some  time  to  examine  the  state  of  tne 
silicate,  he  saw  with  surprise  that  the  platinum  crucible,  as 
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well  as  the  Hessian,  was  reduced  to  a  paste,  perfectly  fosed. 

On  reporting  the  facts  to  the  Academy,  M.  Deville,  present- 
ed a  platinum  crucible,  which  he  had  caused  to  melt  in  lime ; 
he  had  also  a  cover  of  platinum,  and  also  a  specimen  of  pure 
silver  fused  in  graphite. 

As  sandstone  is  perfectly  fusible  at  these  temperatures,  M. 
Deville  substitutes  for  it  some  compact  lime  containing  a  lit- 
tle silica,  which  he  had  carved  into  a  crucible;  the  air  reached 
the  furnace  through  a  plate  of  iron  pierced  with  holes  arrang- 
ed circularly  to  a  distance  of  6  centimeters  around  the  cen- 
ter. 

I  have  seen  the  apparatus,  and  observed  the  simple  and 
easy  method  of  using  it ;  the  humble  appearance  of  this 
small  furnace  stands  out  the  more  remarkably  in  the  mrgnifi- 
cent  laboratory  of  the  Ecola  Normale,  where  M .  Deville  car- 
ries on  his  labors.  This  chemist  has  also  succeeded  in  vola- 
tilizing silica,  which  had  already  been  previously  done  by  Sf . 
Gaubin,  with  a  gas  blowpipe  of  his  invention,  fed  by  oxygen. 

It  is  essential  for  success  that  the  combustible  should  be  of 
the  proper  kind,  and  finely  divided.  The  best  is  made  of  the 
residue  of  the  combustion  of  coal,  mixed  with  cinders  such 
escape  from  the  grates  of  the  furnace,  and  are  called  '<  escar- 
billes."  Coke  and  charcoal  have  produced  nothing  satisfac- 
torv.*; 

M.  Deville  informs  me  that  he  has  found  no  difference  be- 
tween the  fused  and  welded  platinum.  We  add,  however, 
that  he  has  not  compared  the  elegtro-cbemical  properties  of 
these  metals,  nor  the  action  on  light. — Silliman^s  Journal^ 
May,  1953. 

A  Formula  for  a  Castor  Oil  Electuary.  By  Septimus 
PiKssE. — Many  persons'  stomachs  revolt  at  taking  castor  oil 
in  an  undisguised  form.  To  overcome  this  repugnance,  it 
has  been  the  practice  to  administer  it  in  the  shape  of  an 
emulsion,  which  involves  a  large  increase  in  the  bulk  of  the 
dose  to  be  taken,  as  well  as  the  employment  of  a  considera- 
ble quantity  of  ^m  or  the  yelk  of  an  egg,  to  form  the  emul- 
sion. To  disguise  the  castor  oil,  to  give  it  in  a  condensed 
form,  and  to  diminish,  as  much  as  possible,  the  quantity  of 
the  excipient,  the  following  formula  nas  been  devised: 
Take  of  Castor  oil,  3  ounces. 

White  soft  soap,  1  drachm. 

Simple  syrup,  1  drachm. 

Oil  of  cinnamon,  6  drops. 
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Rub  the  soap  with  the  simple  sjrrap  in  a  mortar^  and  then 
add  gradually  the  castor  oil,  wHh  constant  trituration,  until  it 
is  thoroughly  incorporated  with  the  above  ingredients.  Fi- 
nally, mix  with  the  electuary  thus  formed,  the  oil  of  cinna- 
mon, or  any  other  essential  oil  that  may  be  preferred*  By 
these  means,  a  gelatinous  electuary  will  be  formed,  which  u 
rather  palatable  than  otherwise,  and  nearly  equals,  bulk  for 
bulk,  castor  oil  in  strength.  The  quantity  of  potash  present 
in  a  dose  of  this  electuary  is  only  a  homoeopatnic  dose,  and, 
consequently,  not  likely  to  produce  a  bad  result  in  any  case, 
even  when  in  use  should  be  contra-indicated. — Annals  of 
Phar. 

Juniper  Tar  Soap. — This  soap  is  made  by  distillation  from 
the  tar  of  the  wood  of  the  Juniperis  communis,  by  dissolv- 
ing this  spirit  in  a  fixed  vegetable  oil,  as  that  obtained  by  ex* 
pression  irom  almonds  or  olives,  and  forming  a  soap  by 
means  of  a  weak  soda-lye,  after  the  customary  manner. 
This  yields  a  moderately  firm  and  clear  soap,  which  may  be 
readily  used  by  application  to  parts  affected  with  eruptions  at 
ni^ht,  mixed  with  a  little  water,  and  carefully  washed  off  the 
following  morning.  This  soap  has  lately  been  much  used 
for  eruptive  disorders,  particularly  on  the  Continent,  and  with 
various  degrees  of  success.  It  is  thought  that  the  efficient 
element  in  its  composition  is  rather  less  impure  hydrocarbnret 
than  that  known  in  Paris  under  the  name  nuile  de  cade.  On 
account  of  its  ready  miscibility  with  water,  it  possesses  great 
advantage  over  the  common  tar  ointment. — Annals  of  Phar- 
macy. 

On  a  New  Mode  of  Producing  the  Instantaneous  Coagu- 
lation of  Blood  in  the  Arteries — Aneurism  of  the  Suborbi- 
tal Artertfj  cured  by  this  means. — Our  readers,  no  doubt,  re- 
member the  interesting  account  communicated  by  M .  Lalle- 
mand  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  of  the  experiments  made 
by  M.  Pravas  of  Lyons,  to  obtain  instantaneous  coagulation 
of  blood  in  arteries.  This  c[uestion  having  been  lately 
brought  before  the  Surreal  Society  of  Paris,  connected  with 
its  successful  application  in  man,  we  will  briefly  detail  in 
what  M.  Pravas^s  method  consists. 

He  makes  use  of  perchloride  of  iron  at  (he  maximum  of 
concentration,  a  few  drops  of  which  is  to  be  injected  into  the 
vessel  in  which  it  is  desirous  to  obtain  coagulation.  This 
injection  is  to  be  made  with  a  very  fine  trocar,  of  either  gold 
or  platinum,  the  diameter  of  which  is  scarcely  greater  than 
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that  of  a  needle ;  this  is  to  be  introdoced  very  obliqiielj, 
through  the  parietes  of  the  artery,  with  a  wriggling  motion. 
To  this  trocar  is  adjusted  a  small  syringe,  the  piston  of  which 
works  with  a  rack  and  pinion  motion,  so  that  the  injectioa 
proceeds  without  impulse,  drop  by  drop,  and  in  such  a  way, 
the  quantity  of  liquid  injected  can  be  accurately  measured. 
Every  turn  of  the  pinion  allows  of  the  escape  of  two  drops 
of  the  liquid.  Whilst  this  injection  is  used,  the  circulation 
is  momentarilv  arrested  in  the  vessel  by  means  of  pressure 
above  and  below.  A  few  drops  suffice  (three  or  four  in  a 
sheep,  six  or  eight  in  the  horse)  to  form  a  solid  and  resisting 
clot. 

Up  to  this  time,  the  experiments  had  been  only  made  on 
animals,  but  M.  Lallemand  expressed  a  hope  to  see  them 
succeed  in  man.  This  appeal  has  been  heara.  M.  Raoul 
Deslongchamps  has  just  sent  before  the  Surgical  Society  of 
Paris  a  case  of  aneunsm  of  the  suborbital  artery  treated  with 
success  by  injection  of  perchloride  of  iron.  It  was  a  tumor 
situated  in  the  suborbital  region,  affording  pretty  strong  pulsa- 
tions, isochronous  with  the  heart's  action.  This  tumor,  for 
the  cure  of  which  compression  had  been  used  without  effect, 
disappeared  completely  by  means  of  the  injection,  as  recom- 
menaed  by  M.  Fravas,  after  presenting  some  inflammatory 
symptoms,  which  easily  )nelded  to  antiphlogistic  treatment. 
— Croz.  Medicale  de  Toulouse— from  Vub,  Med.  Press. 

Butter  a  Substitute  for  Cod-Liver  Oil. — Cod-liver  oil  is 
an  aliment  which  restores  and  reconstitutes  the  tissues ;  in  a 
word,  it  is  an  analeptic  medicine,  by  the  aid  of  which  the 
disorganizing  action  of  tubercle  is  combated.  The  only  in- 
convenience attending  its  use  is,  that  it  is  sometimes  difficult 
of  digestion.  In  this  case,  M.  Trousseau  substitutes,  with 
advantage  for  it,  the  following  compound :  <<  Fresh  butter, 
Siv.;  icdide  of  potassium,  gr.  f ;  bromide  of  potassium  gr. 
iij.;  common  salt  3  ss.  This  butter  is  eaten  during  the  day 
on  very  thin  slices  of  bread. — Dublin  Med.  Press. 

Phlegmasia  Dolens  relieved  by  Cold  Water. — The  follow- 
ing case,  isolated  as  presented,  may  not  be  of  very  great  in- 
terest or  importance,  either  to  yourself  or  the  readers  of  your 
most  excellent  Journal ;  for  which  reason  I  would  not  even 
claim  for  it  a  place  among  the  many  instructive  productions 
found  on  its  pages.  If  I  succeed  b^  the  report  of  this  case 
in  eliciting  from  you  or  your  contributors  an  opinion  in  re- 
gard to  the  treatment  adopted,  my  object  will  be  fully  accom- 
plished. 
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And  as  th^  object  of  an  editor  is  to  collect  from  every  pos- 
sible scarce,  materials  out  of  which  to  form  conclusions  and 
to  arrive  ntfaets;  which,  when  expressed  to  the  profession, 
we  feel  under  obligations  to  receive  as  such,  founded  upon 
trae  data ;  perhaps  this  may  be  of  some  service  in  making 
your  collection  of  cases. 

On  the  2d  day  of  April,  1862,  I  was  called  to  attend  Mrs. 
A.  in  her  first  confinement.  The  labor  progressed  rapidly, 
and  she  was  soon  delivered  of  a  fine,  healthv  child,  with  no 
untoward  symptoms  except  excessive  floodmg,  which,  after 
great  prostration  was  arrested  by  the  ordinary  remedies.  She 
was  Going  well  up  to  the  9th,  when  she  complained  of  a 
pain,  which  she  described  as  a  <'  cramping  pain,^'  in  the  calf 
of  the  right  leg;  this  continued  to  increase  during  the  follow- 
ing twenty-four  hours,  until  it  became  of  the  most  excrucia- 
ting character ;  then  successively  the  thigh,  groin  and  hip  be- 
came affected,  the  pain  becoming  more  severe  as  the  disease 
advanced ;  at  the  same  time  the  limb  was  hot  and  swollen ; 
i  n  short,  I  might  say,  that  there  were  present  all  the  symp- 
toms of  a  veritable  case  of  phlegmasia  doUnsy  perhaps,  more 
properly  termed  crural  phlebitis,  commencing  as  it  sometimes, 
out  not  frequentlv,  does  at  the  lower  instead  of  the  upper  part 
of  the  limb.  This  case  was  treated  in  the  ordinary  way  with 
the  exception  that  general  depletion  was  not  resorted  to,  which 
was  inaamissable,  on  account  of  the  great  debility  occasioned 
by  excessive  flooding  at  the  time  of  her  accouchement.  The 
remedies  seemed  merely  to  act  as  palliatives,  without  check- 
ing the  progress  of  the  disease ;  for  on  the  20th,  the  same 
symptoms  began  to  make  their  appearance  in  the  left  leg  that 
had  oeen  complained  of  in  the  nght. 

Being  satisned  that  if  my  patient  was  to  suffer  again  what 
she  had  just  passed  through  she  must  certaiply  succumb  (for 
it  had  alreaay  become  necessary  to  use  stimulants  pretty 
freely),  I  determined  upon  a  different  course  of  treatment.  I 
ordered  a  tub  of  the  coldest  spring  water,  directing  it  should 
be  constantly  poured  upon  the  left  leg  for  half  an  nour,  after 
which  wet  cloths  were  to  be  applied  for  the  same  lensth  of 
time.  These  applications  were  made  to  the  whole  limb,  for 
the  thigh  had  now  become  affected. 

The  next  day  my  patient  informed  me,  that  the  limb  to 
which  the  water  had  Seen  applied  felt  much  better,  though  it 
was  still  very  painful,  and  I  discovered  on  examination,  that 
the  redness  alons  the  course  of  the  vessels  and  swelling  had 
somewhat  subsioed.    The  right  leg  was  still  painful.     I  di- 
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rected  the  same  application  to  both  limbfl  to  be  repeated,  at 
least  twice  during  the  day ;  which  was  againi  followed  by 
very  great  relief.  Indeed,  it  was  only  repeated  for  four  suc- 
cessive days,  when  the  inflammatory  action  had  entirely  mib* 
sided,  and  my  patient  was  free  from  pain.  It  ie  unnecegsaiy 
to  state  that  her  recovery  was  speedy  from  this  date. 

Without  comment  I  leave  it  with  you  and  the  profession  to 
decide  upon  the  propriety  of  the  indiscriminate  use  of  cold 
water  in  sach  cases,  before  the  cessation  of  the  lochial  dis- 
charge. 

In  this  case  there  were  no  bad  effects ;  no  suppression  of 
the  discharge ;  but  what  the  consequence  of  its  application  at 
the  onset  of  the  disease  might  have  been  I  do  not  pretend  to 
say.  I  also  leave  the  case  ror  the  blind  exultation  of  the  Ht- 
dropathists,  withont  going  into  an  argument  to  prove  that  tee 
use  of  water  in  this  case  is  not  empirical,  but  that  it  is  scien- 
tific practice,  founded  upon  the  true  pathology  of  the  disease ; 
which  is  essentially  ot  an  inflammatory  character,  whether 
this  inflammation  befseatedin  the  absorbent  or  venous  system. 
— New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Diseases  of  Women  vnconnected  with  Pregnancy. — FV- 
nal  cause  of  Menstruation. — Dr.  F.  Ramsbotnam,  has  pub- 
lished a  short  paper,  enunciating  views,  which  have  given 
rise  to  considerable  discussion.    He  admits  to  the  fullest  ex- 
tent the  ovular  theory  of  Bischoff  and  Pouchet ;  but,  in  addi- 
tion, he  propounds  the  hypothesis,  that  the  menstrual  secre- 
tion and  the  dlcidua  are  convertible  phenomena,  the  one  or 
the  other  occurring  as  impregnation  does  or  does  not  take 
place.     This  identity  of  the  two  products,  he  thinks,  is  estab- 
lished by  the  following  considerations : 

An  ovule,  he  observes,  ripe  for  impregnation,  parts  from 
the  ovarium  and  is  grasped  by  the  fallopian  fimbriae.     At  the 
same  time,  nature  establishes  an  action  m  the  uterus  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  it,  provided  it  becomes  impregnated. 
In  this  case,  the  fiuid  formed  is  retained  in  the  uterus,  and  be- 
comes gradually  converted  into  deciduous  membrane.     If  on 
the  contrary,  for  want  of  impregnation  the  ovule  perishes, 
then  this  fiuid,  being  no  longer  required,  is  allowed  to   pass 
away  and  becomes  the  menstrual  fluid. 

This  view,  the  author  thinks,  is  strengthened  by  the   fact, 
that  the  menstrual  fluid  and  the  decidua  seem  both  to  be  the 

?iodiict  of  the  same  tubular  glands ;  that  the  decidua,  when  first 
ormed,  is  a  viscid  fluid  ;  and  that,  in  dysmenorrhoea,  a  mem- 
brane is  not  unfrequently  formed  in   the  virgin  uterus,  which 


has  very  much  the  external  character  of  decidaa ;  that  those 
females  who  menstruate  irregularly  or  painfully,  are  not  so 
obnoxious  to  pregnancy  as  those  m  whom  the  function  is 
normally  performed;  and  that  in  lower  animals,  in  which 
there  is  no  menstruation,  there  is  no  deciduous  membrane. — 
Tht  half-Ytarlj  Mstract  of  the  Medical  Seitnees. 

A  Purple-red  Ink  for  marhir^g  linen. — The  place  where 
the  linen  is  to  be  marked  is  first  wetted  with  a  solution  con- 
flisting  of  three  drachms  of  carbonate  of  soda,  and  three 
drachms  of  gum  arabic,  dissolved  m  an  ounce  and  a  half  of 
water,  then  dried  and  smoothed.  The  place  is  now  to  be 
written  on  with  a  solution  composed  of  one  drachm  of  chlo- 
ride of  platina  dissolved  in  two  ounces  of  distilled  water, 
then  allowed  to  dry.  When  quite  dry,  the  writing  is  to  be 
painted  over  with  a  goose's  feather,  moistened  with  a  liauid 
consisting  of  one  drachm  of  protochloride  of  tin  dissolved  in 
two  ounces  of  distilled  water. — Annals  of  Phar.^  from 
Botiger^s  Polyt.  Notizblatt. 

Flj  Poison. — The  danger  of  using  the  article  commonly 
called  Cobalt  or  Fly-Stone,  the  activity  of  which  depencfo 
upon  the  arsenic  it  contains,  renders  it  desirable  to  get  an  in- 
nocuous substitute  for  it.  The  Swiss,  it  is  said,  are  in  the 
habit  of  using,  very  effectually,  a  strong  decoction  of  quassia 
amara  well  sweetened  with  molasses.  The  flies  being  fond 
of  it  seek  it  with  avidity  and  are  very  promptly  destroyed. 

It  b  said  that  an  infusion  or  decoction  or  poke  root  or  the 
juice  of  its  berries,  made  sweet  with  molasses,  will  veiy 
effectually  destroy  cockroaches.  We  have  tried  strewing 
the  fijor  with  cucumber  peelings,  and  found  it  better  than  any- 
thing we  ever  used  for  getting  rid  of  these  filthy  insects. — 
Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Neuralgia. — Cazenave  recommends  in  facial  neuragia,  an 
ointment  composed  of  chloroform  20  parts,  prussiate  of  pot- 
ash 10  parts,  and  lard  60  parts ;  a  piece  the  size  of  a  walnut 
to  be  rubbed  over  the  painful  part.  An  oiled  silk  cap  is  then 
to  be  worn  for  some  time. — Med.  Times  and  Cfazette. 
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Error  in  Binding. — Oar  attention  has  been  called  lo  an 
error  committed  by  the  binder  in  patting  ap  the  Jaly  No.  of 
the  Lancet.  We  have  no  means  of  knowing  how  many  of 
these  imperfect  copies  have  been  distributed ;  bat  if  those 
who  nave  received  such  will  return  them,  and  they  shall  be 
supplied  with  corrected  numbers. 

Mtdieal  CoUege  of  Ohio. — It  will  be  seen  by  reference 
to  the  advertisement,  that  several  changes  have  occoired  in 
the  above  institution,  and  that  the  vacant  chairs  have  been 
filled  by  recent  appointments.  It  is  not  our  privilege,  as 
members  to  the  Faculty,  to  pronounce  it  eulogy ;  but  we  are 
at  liberty  to  insert  the  following  statement  by  the  Boaid  of 
Trustees,  which  appears  in  the  Annual  Announcement : 

In  submittiDg  to  the  professioa  the  34th  AdqusI  AnnoaDcement  of  the  Medi- 
cal  Ck>llege  of  OhiOj  the  Trnateee  desire  to  state  briefly  its  prceeot  coodition  and 
proepecte. 

The  Tnwteee  have  had  to  lament,  in  common  with  the  profession  genenllj, 
the  freqoent  changes  which  have  occurred  in  the  Faculty  of  this  institatkHi ; 
and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  these  mutations  have  materially  impaired  the 
uselulness  of  the  school,  and  diminished^public  confidence  in, its  final  success. 
It  is  true  the  Medical  CoUege  of  Ohio  is  so  constituted  and  endowed,  that  its 
failure  is  an  impossibility,  but  still  the  many  changes  which  have  occurred  arc 
calculated  to  impress  the  profession  with  the  belief  ttha  the  institution  is  unstable, 
and  may  ultimately  fail. 

The  past  history  of  the  school  shows  that  it  has  been  the  unfortunate  sub- 
ject of  intestine  broils  and  frequent  mutations  from  its  earliest  existence ;  sad 
the  fact  that  it  has  survived  so  many  revolutions,  and  still  preserved  a  very 
fair  degree  of  prosperity,  is  no  inconsiderable  evidence  of  its  great  natural  ad- 
Tantages  and  capabilities  of  success^  It  is  not  the  porpoee  of  the  Trustees  to 
trace  the  causes  of  these  difficulties ;  but  it  is  quite  apparent  that  they  have 
arisen  in  most  instances  from  old  animosities  and  feuds,  and  from  a  want  of 
congeniality  of  tasteii,  habits  and  interests.  Professors  have  often  been  thrown 
together  who  had  received  their  education  aud  early  impressions  at  remote  points 
and  in  very  different  communities ;  and,  again,  with  the  view  of  secnriiig  talent 
and  influence,  consolidations  of  different  Faculties  have  been  made,  and  thas, 
persons  of  long  cherished  animosities  were  thrown  into  immediate  contact; 
so  that  karmm^t  (that  element  so  essential  to  success)  has  never  existed,  ftr 
any  considerable  length  of  time,  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio.  To  these 
causes  of  mutation  may  be  added  the  fact,  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  weie 
subject  to  be  changed,  by  the  Legislature,  every  third  year, so  that  no  uniibtni 
poUcy  eonU  be  carried  out  on  tiie  part  of  the  govemors  of  the  institotiMi. 
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At  the  close  of  the  past  session,  it  became  apparent  that  the  Faculty  would, 
in  part,  undergo  another  change.  The  death  of  a  distinguished  member  at  the 
opening  of  the  session,  the  declining  health  of  another,  and  various  causes 
operating  on  other  members,  resulted  in  the  vacation  of  several  chairs.  In 
supplying  the  vacancies  thus  created,  it  became  a  serious  question  as  to  the 
true  policy  to  be  pursued.  It  became  a  matter  of  anxious  deliberation  nrhether 
an  effi>rt  should  be  made  to  secure  persons  of  eminence  from  a  distance,  or 
whether  it  was  not  due  to  the  profession  of  the  West,  and  interests  of  the 
school,  to  limit  the  selections  to  those  sections  of  country  from  which  patro- 
nage is  measurably  derived.  In  reviewing  the  whole  subject,  the  Trustees 
were  fully  impressed  with  the  belief,  that  as  a  mere  matter  of  policy,  the  in- 
terests of  the  school  would  be  best  subserved  by  introducing  Western  Profes- 
sors into  the  several  chairs.  With  any  other  policy  they  could  but  anticipate  a 
repetition  of  the  past  difficulties  involving  constant  changes;  while  the  selec- 
tion of  competent  persons  from  the  West,  whose  habits,  education,  tastes  and 
interests  were  congenial  to  each  other  and  to  the  pupils  they  were  to  instruct, 
I  would  be  most  likely  to  secure  harmonious  co-operation  in  the  great  work 

•  before  them,  and  thus  insure  the  permanency  and  success  of  the  institution. 

This,  indeed,  is  a  course  of  policy  which  has  been  long  and  strenuously  in* 
I  sis  ted  on  by  th^  profession  itself,  and  the  truth  of  which  has  been  admitted  and 

\  advocated  by  many  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

In  relation  to  the  newly  appointed  Professors  but  little  commendation  is 
9  required,  as  most  of  them  are  extensively  known  as  able  and  well  tried 

;  teachers.    It  may  be  remarked,  however,  that  in  making  these  selections,  the 

[I  Trustees  discarded  all  personal  predilections  and  prejudices,  and  looked  alone 

f  to  the  qualifications  of  the  different  candidates,  and  their  adaptation  to  'the 

several  chairs  in  which  they  have  been  placed )  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be 
I  able  to  add,  that  each  one  has  been  placed  in  the  position  for  which  he  is  par- 

i  ticularly  qualified,  both  by  taste  and  special  study  of  the  department.    Thus 

f  each  one  is  at  once  fully  prepared  for  the  duties  of  his  chair,  without  the  ne- 

if  cesaity  of  preparing  himself  after  its  responsibilities  have  been  assumed.    In 

f'l  confirmation  of  the  above  opinion  we  need  only  advert  to  the  occupants  of  the 

f  difl^rent  chairs.    The  Professor  of  Anatomy  is  well  known  as  the  able  and 

[i  efficient  teacher  who  occupied  the  same  place  in  this  school  during  the  Session 

Id  of  1849->'50.    He  is,  indeed,  one  of  the  most  thoroughly  educated  anatomists  in 

i  the  United  States,  having  had  a  preliminary  training  of  eight  years  as  Demon - 

ji  strator  in  the  University  of  Louisville.    During  this  period  he  literally  lived 

i  in  the  dissecting  room,  and  thus  soon  became  a  most  accurate  and  accom- 

i  pliahed  anatomist      The   Professor   of  Chemistry  hat   for  i«yeral    yean 

}  occupied  public  positions  as  a  teacher ;  and  he  has  given  abundant  evidence  of 

^  a  most  enthoaiastie  devotion  to  hie  department,  accurate  knowledge,  and  fine 

4  abilitiee  as  a  lecturer.    Those  who  know  him  beet  are  eatiified  that  no  one  of 

^  his  age  ie  entitled  to  higher  confidence  as  a  teacher  of  Chemistry.    The  Pro- 

feasor  of  Phyaiology  and  Pathology  has  for  the  lift  six  yean  lectured  op  these 
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departments ;  aiui  those  who  are  ^miliar  with  his  qualifications  bear  teitiiiMiiy 
that  he  is  a  clear,  pleasant  and  elegant  leetarer,  and  has  few  if  any  sapeiiors 
in  our  country.  The  Professors  of  Surgery  and  Obstetrics,  although  they  have 
not  hitherto  lectured  on  their  respectiye  departments,  have,  nerertheless,  g^ren 
the  most  ample  evidences  of  qualifications  for  their  chairs.  The  Professor  of 
Surgery  has  been  an  extensire  practitioner  for  a  number  of  years,  and  the  tes- 
timony of  medical  gentlemen  is,  that  he  is  a  fine  practical  Surgeon,  operadag 
with  great  dexterity,  skill  and  judgment.  He  has,  also,  in  another  institatioo, 
given  evidence  of  fine  abilities  as  a  lecturer.  The  Professor  of  Obstetrics  has 
been  a  practitioner  of  his  department  for  many  years,  during  which  time  be 
has  been  extensively  engaged  in  the  duties  of  a  practical  obstetrician,  uul 
has  afibrded  undoubted  evidence  of  the  highest  attainments  as  a  practitioner  of 
this  department  In  addition  to  this,  he  has  carefully  cultivated  a  knowledge 
of  the  diseases  of  ^  omen  and  children,  and  is,  therefore,  amply  qoalified  to  gtra 
practical  instructions  to  his  class.  The  Professor  of  Surgical  and  Practical 
Anatomy  has  had  a  large  experience  in  the  departments  which  will  come  un- 
der his  care,  both  practically  and  as  a  teacher.  There  is  every  reason  to  be* 
lieve  that  he  will  give  great  effic  iency  to  the  department  of  Practical  Anatomy 
—a  department  which  isso  highly  valued  by  students,  and  which  may  be  jusily 
regarded  as  one  of  the  strongest  arms  of  the  school. 

The  Trustees  have  deemed  it  not  only  their  privilege  but  a  duty  to  say  this 
much  of  the  newly  elected  portion  of  the  Faculty,  not,  however,  in  a  spirit  of 
boaating  or  invidious  comparison,  but  as  an  evidence  of  the  care  with  which 
the  selections  haye  been  made,  and  the  gratifying  success  which  has  crownad 
their  eflforta  to  secure  an  able  and  efficient  corps  of  teachers.  And  they  have 
only  to  add,  that  the  members  of  the  Faculty  are  all  young  men,  and  yet  of 
ample  experience  in  their  several  departments ;  that  ^ey  possess  leandnc, 
ability,  and  industry;  that  they  are  thoroughly  Wut^m  in  their  habits,  tastaa, 
and  predilections,  and  may  be  regarded  as  permanently  fixed  in  their 
several  positions. 

And  in  regard  to  the  f  srmanency  of  the  Board  itself;  it  is  proper  to  add,  that 
the  Legislature  elected  the  Trustees,  in  1851,  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  so  thai 
dieir  continuance  in  office  will  secure  a  uniform  policy,  and,  they  trust,  inti- 
mate success.  They  erected  an  elegant  and  convenient  edifice,  by  their  own 
efforts,  which  is  an  ornament  to  the  city  and  a  credit  to  the  Profeasion.  They 
are  gratified  to  state,  also,  that  the  financial  condition  of  the  institutioe  haa 
been  so  arranged  aa  to  relieve  it  ftom  embarrassment,  and  to  fulfil  all  ita  obli- 
gations. 

JOHN  P.  FOOTE,  Prtmdnd. 

J.  L.  YAVTixa,  Bttnttuy, 
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Pbimxb  Mbpicai.  Edvoatiov  has  Msumad  ivficient  imporUQct 
la  olaim  for  itielf  the  etlabliahmeat  of  a  College  devoted  to  ita  ]&• 
tereeU ;  and  the  man  j  ationg  appeab  made  to  the  public  in  ita  be"* 
half»  aervea  at  least  to  present  the  sobject  as  one  of  the  topics  of 
the  day  worthy  of  a  passing  notice.  Our  attention  has  been  di- 
rected to  the  subject  at  thia  time*  by  finding  on  our  table  a  pamph* 
let  entitled  **  Fourth  AnrnuU  AmumncemmU  of  the  Fmnak  Midi* 
qi2  ColU^  of  Penmylvania,  looated  tn  Philadelphia  S{e,  In  look* 
ing  over  the  list  of  the  Facoltyy  we  obserre  the  names  of  three  ft* 
males  and/o«r  males.  One  of  die  females  is  Professor  of  Phy* 
siology.  another  of  Obstetrics,  and  the  thlnl  ia  Jkmomtratar  ef 
ilnatomy. 

The  pemsal  of  a  document  of  this  character  suggests  two  iufui- 
ries ;  fiirst,  what  are  the  advantages  of  the  mingling  of  men  and 
women  in  the  bunness  of  teaching  in  a  Medical  College ;  and  se- 
cond, what  advantage  will  accrua  to  the  public  6om  the  intrpduo* 
tion  of /ffpurff  practitionm. 

VOL* 


612  Female  Medical  Eeducatian. 

The  introduction  of  female  teachers  in  the  College,  has  some 
ference  we  suppose,  to  the  sex  of  the  pupils  to  be  instructed ;  and 
it  has  probably  been  inferred,  that  it  would  be  more  delicate  for  a 
female  to  teach  Obstetrics  and  Physiology,  thon  that  the  instruc- 
tions should  come  from  a  man.  On  no  other  principle  eaa  we 
account  for  the  introduction  of  these  female  Professors ;  for  it  can 
hardly  be  presumed  that  Ann  Preston  was  the  ablest  physiologist, 
Martha  H.  Mowry  the  most  distinguished  obstetrician,  or  Almira  L. 
Fowler  the  most  eficientDemonstrator  of  Anatomy  who  could  have 
been  procured.  It  must  have  been  then,  on  the  score  ofdelicaey  that 
these  females  were  introduced.  And  this  opinion  is  farther 
strengthened  by  the  fact,  that  one  of  the  Professors  of  this  College 
delivered  a  lecture,  a  session  or  two  since,  on  the  great  indeUcacf 
of  men  practicing  obstetrics-  However,  it  was  remarked  at  the 
time,  that  there  was  no  more  indelicacy  in  a  man  practicing  ob* 
stetrics,  than  in  one  teaching  that  department ;  and  as  the  fe- 
males had  not  then  been  introduced,  the  sapient  reformer  was  con- 
victed of  a  very  foolish  inconcistency.  Note  however,  they  have 
introduced  a  certain  number  of  females,  and,  therefore,  seem  to 
stand  rectus  in  curia. 

But  let  us  see  how  this  matter  of  delicacy  stands  in  the  Facultj 
of  the  Female  College.  It  is  true,  there  is  a  female  professor  of 
obstetrics^  which  will  save  the  lady-pupils  the  terrible  shock  of 
hearing  and  seeing  a  male  lecturer  demostrate  the  pelvis,  describe 
the  process  of  parturition,  and  the  diseases  of  females.  But  in  the 
next  lecture-room  these  same  delicate  and  blushing  creatures 
(men  and  women)  will  find  a  man  (at  least  si  thing  with  panta- 
loonp)  most  valliantly  lecturing  on  Anatomy,  Of  coarse,  if  the 
learned  Professor  performs  his  duty  properly,  he  must  of  necessity 
demonotrate  every  thing  pertaining  to  the  human  system,  which 
would  be  about  as  indelicate  as  a  lecture  on  obstetrics.  How 
such  lectures  (admitting  the  delicacy)  would  be  borne  by  such  a 
class,  is  no  business  of  ours  to  determine ;  but  we  might  readily 
enough  fancy  the  dismay  which  would  accompany  such  a  scynoi 
together  with  the  collaterals  of  fainting,  cologne  and  white  hand- 
kerchiefs. 

We  do  not  readily  perceive,  dierefore,  the  adrantage  or  pro-^ 
priety  of  this  mixing  of  men  and  women  in  a  Facoly,  and  unless 
it  be  for  the  purpose  (of  which  there  can  hardly  be  a  doabt)  of  ez« 
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citing  popular  attention  by  the  novelty,  of  female  lectures,  and  as 
a  means  of  attracting  female  pupils,  vie  see  nothing  but  folly,  ab- 
surdity, and  a  stupidity  in  the  arrangement. 

The  second,  and  most  important  question  is,  what  advantage 
will  accrue  to  society  by  the  iotroduction  of  female  practitioners  f 
It  will  hardly  be  contended  that  women  are  better  adapted  to  the 
practice  of  medicine,  surgery  and  obstetrics  than  men ;  that  they 
are  mentally  or  physically  superior  to  the  opposite  sex,  or  that 
the  demand  is  too  great  to  be  supplied  without  their  introduction.. 
Finding,  therefore,  no  valid  reason  for  the  employment  of  female 
practitioners  in  the  actual  necessities  of  the  case,  we  must  look  to 
some  other  source  for  an  explanation  of  the  enthusiasm  of  this 
branch  of  so-called  reformers*  We  believe,  indeed,  that  but  one 
plausible  argument  has  ever  been  offered  in  support  of  female 
doctors,  and  that  argument  is  the  same  omnipotent  delicacy  to 
which  we  have  already  alluded.  It  is  contended  that  the  prac- 
tice of  obstetrics  by  males,  is  indelicate  and  improper,  and  that  fe- 
males alone  should  practice  that  branch  of  our  art.  This  seems 
to  be  the  only  available  plea  for  the  substitution  of  female  for 
male  practitioners. 

In  regard  to  this  plea,  we  feel  groat  difficulty  in  speaking ;  not 
indeed  of  any  doubts  or  perplexity  on  the  subject,  or  any  very 
great  desire  to  shield  the  parties  from  the  odium  which  they  so 
justly  merit ;  but  it  is  a  question  which  is  so  unnatural,  and  the 
inferences  so  repugnant  to  every  sentiment  of  refinement  and  deli- 
cacy, that  we  feel  more  like  casting  the  base  insinuation  back  into 
the  teeth  of  those  who  make  it,  than  to  argue  calmly  and  patiently 
for  what  is  so  obviously  true.  On  this  subject  there  can  be  no 
difference  of  opinion.  The  voice  of  the  whole  profession  will 
unite  in  one  general  and  unmingled  condemnation  of  such  an  un- 
just aspersion.  It  is,  indeed,  proverbial,  that  male  obsetricians 
uniformily  treat  their  patients  with  the  most  marked  tenderness 
and  delicacy,  and  a  female  never  welcomes  a  visitor  with  more 
sincerity  and  esteem  than  he  who  has  stood  by  her  in  these  hours 
of  trial  and  danger.  Instead  of  lighting  up  improper  passions, 
suck  scenes  give  rise  to  the  purest  and  most  abiding  friendship. 
It  may  be  said,  however,  that  females  are  sometimes  too  delicate 
to  communicate  their  sufferings  to  physicians,  and  that  as  a  con- 
sequence, theif  diseases  progress  unchecked ;  but  if  such  example 
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«icv«n  iktj  are  too  few  to  have  any  weight  in  such  an  argument 
%ttcl  therefore,  leqnire  no  special  remark. 

lf»  then,  there  is  no  just  groond,  on  the  score  of  delicacy,  for. 
the  substitution  of  female  practitioners,  is  there  any  reason  why  fe- 
male colleges  should  be  fostered,  and  female  doctors  sent  abroad 
to  demand  a  "  portion  of  public  patronage,'*  and  to  struggle  in 
the  rivalry  of  the  medical  profession  ?  We  are  fVee  to  eonfesa  onr 
inability  to  find  any  apology  for  such  a  course.  On  the  contrary, 
the  objections  which  might  be  used,  are  numerous  and  cogent 
If  females  could  be  permitted  to  sit  in  an  office,  and  write  pre- 
scriptions with  dainty  fingers  on  gilt-edged  paper,  it  might  not  be 
so  highly  derogatory  to  female  dignity  and  propriety ;  but  when  it 
becomes  necessary  (as  assuredly  it  would)  to  traverse  streets  and 
alleys  in  the  darkness  of  night,  and,  what  is  still  worse,  trot  off  on 
long  mid-night  rides  in  country  practice,  we  apprehend  that  there 
would  be  more  '*  delicacy  "  involved  than  in  the  piactice  of  ob* 
stetrics  by  males.  It  is  true,  females  might  do  all  this  and  much 
more  ;  they  might  become  lawyers,  steam  boat  captains,  militfai 
colonels,  while  the  men  would  seek  the  himibler  duties. 

Honstschss  for  Udies,  whiskers  and  eanss  ; 
Edith  Montrose  enies  broises  tad  spnins, 
Lectures  ou  surgery,  amputatee  limbe  ; 
Horsoe  G.  Neal  miJcee  booDets  and  trims. 

They  might,  we  say,  do  all  this,  but  the  effect  would  be  to  tm* 
iex  them,  rob  the  domestic  circle  of  ts  chief  ornament,  society  of 
its  strongest  bond  of  union,  and  thus,  send  a  poisoned  arrow  into 
the  very  heart  of  morality  and  virtue. 

Those  who  advocate  the  introduction  of  female  practitioners, 
point  with  peculiar  triumph  to  the  the  existence  of  this  class  in 
France,  and  to  the  brilliant  names  which  adorn  the  pages  of  pro* 
fessional  works.  All  this,  however,  argues  nothing  in  favor  of 
the  female  general  practitioner.  In  France,  it  is  true,  females  are 
regularly  instructed,  at  the  EtoU  D.  AtcoucAement^  in  the  theory 
and  practice  of  midwifery,  how  to  vaccinate  and  bleed,  and  aomo 
knowledge  of  Medicinal  plants;  beit  the  principal  business  of  the 
^^gt'femme  is  to  attend  hospital  patients,  under  the  direction  of  a 
physician ;  or  in  general  practice,  to  attend  to  simple  cases  only^ 
always  bebg  rsqnired  to  call  in  a  physician  when  inatnunenta 
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become  neceeeary.  There  are  in  France  four  or  five  hundred 
woEren  licensed  to  practice  in  this  ivay ;  but  their  business  is 
confined  chiefly  to  the  lower  classes. 

In  all  this  there  is  nothing  Tery  flattering  to  female  vanity  or  sci- 
ence ;  and  we  apprehend  that  France  would  not  be  the  less  pros- 
perous if  the  whole  system  were  abolished. 

It  may  not  be  generally  remembered|  that  the  introduction  of 
male  accoucheurs  in  France,  dates  back  only  to  the  year  1668. 
Prior  to  that  period,  females  were  the  common  attendants,  and  the 
art  remained  in  a  very  low  condition.  la  the  year  1668  the  Do- 
chess  de  la  Valliere  employed  Julian  Clement  to  attend  her ;  but 
she  is  said  to  have  removed  to  a  private  house,  and  wore  a  mask 
during  the  parturition,  so  that  the  physician  remained  ignorant  of 
the  name  and  rank  of  his  patient.  Very  aoon,  however,  the  suc- 
cess of  Clement  attracted  the  notice  of  Louis  the  XIV,  and  he  was 
appointed  accoucheur  to  the  Princesses  of  Prance.  Thus  was  se- 
cured the  introduction  of  male  accoucheurs,  and  with  it  many  sa- 
lutary reformations  of  long  existing  abuses.  Females  were,  for 
the  first  time,  allowed  fresh  air,  and  many  similar  hygienic  regula- 
tions, ao  that  they  were  no  longer  treated  for  disease  ;  and  the 
consequence  was,  a  material  abridgement  of  the  period  of  con- 
finement. 

But  we  need  scarcely  pursue  the  subject  further.  No  one  can 
believe  women  adapted  to  the  business  of  a  toilsome  general  prac- 
tice, or  the  bloody  scenes  of  surgical  operations ;  it  is  contrary  to 
their  nature  and  habits,  and  is,  therefore,  unnecessary  and  impro- 
per. In  a  spirit  of  charity,  however,  we  can  but  wish  our  four 
male  and  three  female  brethem  of  the  Philadelphia  College  a 
pleasant  and  prosperous  time ;  but  we  cannot  hope  much  for  the 
result  It  is  true,  our  country  and  age  are  prepared  to  be  largely 
experimented  on ;  but  we  greatly  mistake  our  knowledge  of  human 
nature,  if  fimalei  will  trust  themselves  in  dangerous  and  difficult 
caseSi  to  the  band  of  their  sisters.  They  will  demand,  in  those 
trying  boors,  a  more  steady  nerve,  a  surer  hand,  and  a  broader 
sympathy  than  their  own  sex  can  afford  ;  and  they  will  doubtless 
exclaim,  in  the  piquant  language  of  Fanny  Fern:  "  Nothing  that 
wears  a  bonnet  shall  feel  my  pulse,*' 
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Prize  Essay  on  the  Zymotic  Theory  of  Essential  Fevers  and 
other  disordered  conditions  of  the  Blood ;  toaether  itiih 
an  Appendix  on  MediccU  Theories  and  Vital  Statistics. 
By  Samukl  G.  Armor,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology 
and  Pathology,  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio. 

'*  I  profeM  a  liberal  medicine ;  I  am  neither  of  the  old  eeeta  nor  new.  b«t 
follow  wherever  they  cultirate  truth.— "Kuviua. 

There  are  few  inquiries  in  pathological  science  of  more 
interest  than  those  which  relate^  to  changed  conditions  of  the 
Blood ;  for  whether  we  regard  it  as  endowed  with  a  distinct 
vitality,  and  obedient  to  the  general  laws  ol  cellular  growth, 
development  and  decay ;  or  as  ministering  to  the  nutritive 
and  textural  wants  of  the  system  in  the  elaboration  of  fibrin 
from  elements  furnished  by  primary  assimilation;  or  as  con- 
nected with  important  chemical  changes  essential  to  a  healthy 
action  of  the  system; — ^whether  we  regard  the  blood  as  con* 
tributing  to  one  or  more  of  these  purposes  in  the  animal 
economy,  it  becomes  at  once  evident  tnat  destraction  of  its 
vitality,  or  change  in  any  of  its  constituent  elements,  must  be 
followed  by  serious  constitutional  disturbances.  Hence  the 
interest  with  which  its  diseases  should  be  studied,  and  the 
importance  of  understanding  in  a  curative  point  of  view,  the 
primary  or  secondary  impression  of  disease  upon  this  fluid. 

It  must  be  cofessed,  however,  that  the  question  of  vrioriiy 
or  sequence  although  of  much  interest  to  nim  who  tninka  or 
reasons  about  the  nature,  origin  and  phenomena  of  disease,  ia 
often  one  of  difficult  solution.  But  to  arrive  at  greater  cer« 
tainty  on  this  point,  if  jpossible,  so  far  at  least  as  relates  to  the 
Essential  Fevers,  is  the  object  of  this  Essav :  and  if  I  shall 
succeed  in  any  decree  in  the  pointing  out  the  distinction  be- 
tween symptoms  of  diseased  action  and  diseased  action  itself^ 
I  will  have  to  some  extent,  at  least  accomplished  my  object. 

In  M.  AndraPs  classification  of  Lesions,  in  which  be 
makes  all  disease  to  exist,  he  embraces  some  in  which  no 
notable  chance  of  either  organization  or  composition  can  be 
detected.     Yet  it  is  worthy  of  inquliy  as  to  whether  this 
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eminent  pathologist  has  not  included  in  his  lesions,  some  which 
are  but  sj/mptomsy  not  properly  diseases — actions  and  not 
states. 

It  is  not  my  purpose,  however,  at  present,  to  enter  this  field 
of  inquiry.  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  another  question  in 
which  no  such  controversy  can  arise. 

In  the  Essential  or  Idiopathic  forms  of  fever  it  is  evident 
that  change  has  been  induced  in  the  blood  by  the  admixture 
of  foreign  matters*  The  proof  of  this  consists  in  the  fact:  1st, 
That  diseases  analagous  to  those  fevers  have  been  induced  by 
injecting  putrid  matter  into  the  veins  of  animals:  2d,  These 
fevers  are  readily  produced  by  the  introduction  of  animal 
poisons  into  the  blood,  as  in  the  case  of  small  pox,  measels, 
&c.:  3d,  These  poisons  are  known  to  operate  through  the 
medium  of  the  air,  by  thus  gaining  access  to  the  blood  through 
the  lungs:  4th,  The  non-contagious  fevers  such  as  Intermit- 
tents  and  Remittents,  are  universally  admitted  to  depend  upon 
a  poisoned  or  changed  condition  of  the  atmosphere:  5th,  Ac- 
tual observation  establishes  the  fact  that  the  olood  is  altered 
in  all  Essential  or  Idiopathic  fevers. 

The  best  point  of  departure,  therefore,  is  the  general  fact 
(for  it  should  be  regarded  as  such),  that  all  Esential  fevers 
depend  primarily  on  a  poisoning  of  the  Blood,  and  the  proof 
as  to  primary  impression  will  be  given  in  illustration  of  the 
facts  already  citeci. 

It  must  not  be  inferred,  however,  that  I  am  laboring  to  es- 
tablish the  identity  of  fevers.  No  such  inference  can  be  le- 
gitimately drawn  from  any  fact  or  reason  which  I  shall 
{present.  True,  so  far  as  the  general  fact  is  concerned  that  all 
breign  matteis,  when  introduced  into  the  blood,  change  either 
its  physical,  chemical,  cr  vital  proprieties,  all  Essential  fevers 
may  be  regarded  as  a  unit:  Yet  observation  abundantly  es- 
tablishes the  fkct  that  different  poisons  act  differently  on  the 
human  constitution,  and  upon  the  peculiar  and  specific  charac- 
ter of  each  depends  not  only  the  destructive  effect  on  the  blood, 
but  the  local  lesions  that  will  ensue.  Urea  and  its  com- 
pounds, if  retained  in  the  blood,  affect  the  brain  and  nervous 
system,  and  are  apt  to  give  rise  to  a  low  mde  of  inflam- 
mation in  serous  and  sero-fibrous  tissues;  while  mucous  struc- 
tures will  suffer  but  little.  But  the  small  pox  virus  spends  its 
force  upon  mucous  and  cataneous  structures,  and  leaves,  un- 
barmea,  the  serous  and  fibrous  structures. 

There  can  be  no  explanation  given  of  this  other  than  the 
general  fact  that  the.  tissue  or  vicus  afiected  seems  to  ba  that 
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which  has  an  affinity  for  the  poison  which  has  to  be  eliman- 
ated  from  the  blood.  In  this  process  of  elimination  and  its 
sequela  are  excited,  and  local  disease  becomes  manifest. 
Hence  all  Essential  fevers  should  be  regarded  as  distinct  in 
species  aeearding  to  the  eirewmtanee  ofthe  primars  $edaiiv€ 
impression.  This  is  the  only  trae  andf  rational  classificaticm 
of  fevers. 

We  feel  authorized  in  asserting,  then,  as  a  starting  point  in 
our  reasonings,"^what  observation  abundantly  establishes,—*- 
that  each  specific  miasm  has  its  own  peculiar  and  distinct  law 
of  development.  But  in  the  absence  of  reliable  information 
as  to  the  essential  nature  of  these  miasms  it  would  be  idle  to 
speculate.  Our  knowledge  on  this  point,  must,  at  least  for  the 
present,  rest  on  observation. 

But  it  will  be  at  once  perceived  that  our  knowledge  of  die 
action  of  remedial  agents  is  not  more  certain.  Indeed  the 
perfect  analoge  of  one  is  found  in  the  other,  and  the  reasoning 
applied  to  one,  applies  with  equal  force  to  the  other.  Thus,  that 
Mercury  will  excite  inflammation  of  the  salivary  glands;  Ar- 
senic, the  mucous  structures;  Belladonna,  the  skin;  Ergot,  the 
uterus;  &c.,  has  lon^  been  a  matter  of  observation.  But  Hfkf 
they  should  do  so  is  just  as  obscure  as  whv  the  Typhoid 
poison  should  select  for  its  destructive  action  the  glands  of  the 
Peyer,  or  the  Small  Pox  poison  should  spend  its  influence 
upon  the  dermoid  structures.  The  articles  of  the  Materia 
Medica  fiimish  a  just  illustrstion  of  the  action  of  all  forei^ 
substances  in  the  production  of  disease.  Mercurv,  Arsenic 
or  Croton  oil  if  uncontrolled  by  the  judicious  sxill  of  the 
physiciaUt  is  capable  of  giving  rise  to  diseased  action  with  as 
much  certainty  and  as  varied  m  its  manifestations,  as  eithr  of 
the  snimal  poisons  to  which  I  have  alluded;  and  analogy 
would  lead  us  to  suppose  that  if  we  could  control  the  one,  as 
we  can  the  other,  miasmatic  poisons  might  be  used  as  thera- 
peutic agents.  That  all  agents  that  affect  the  vitality  or  com- 
positon  of  the  blood,  bear  certain  general  pathological  rela- 
tions, cannot  be  doubted :  but  that  by  no  means  proves  the 
doctrine  of  identity.  As  well  might  we  assert  tbe  identity 
of  Small  Pox  and  IVphus  fever  m>m  the  fact  that  the  fibriii 
of  the  blood  is  found  defecting  in  both. 

An  important  point,  however,  to  be  established,  before  con- 
clusions are  drawn,  is  the  fact  that  the  blood  does  undergo 
change  in  disease,  and  from  medication,  diet,  &c.;  for  if  this 
he  denied,  our  conclusions  will  be  without  a  predicate,  and 
therefore  unsound.    But  the  chemists,  have,  happily,  settled 
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this  point  l^  furniBhing  us  acorate  analysis  of  the  blood  both 
in  health  aiid  disease.  In  the  condition  of  health  the  venous 
blood  of  a  man,  as  represented  hy  the  number  1000,  is  com- 
posed of 

Semm        ...        .  869.1647 

Globules  (fibrin  included)  180.8463 

1000 
This  varies,  however,  according  to  sex,  af  e,  temperament, 
kinds  of  food,  evacuations,  &c.  The  rapidity  with  which 
some  of  the  solid  constituents  of  the  blooa  are  diminished  by 
blood-letting,  for  example,  is  veiy  remarkable.  Thus  accor- 
ding to  the  researches  of  Dumas,  the  blood  of  a  robust  young 
man  of  S3  years  of  age  gave. 

At  the  first  venesec^on, 
Water,        .        -        .        .        780.210 
Globules,         -        -        -  189.120 

Albumen, 

Salts,  ^    80.661 

Fatty  and  extractive  matter, 


1000 
At  the  third  venesection, 
Water,         ....        868.46 
Globules,        ....       76.19 
Albumen,  ) 

Salts,  [     70.86. 

Fatty  and  extractive  matters,    ) 

1000 
The  more  solid  constituents  of  the  blood,  it  will  be  seen , 
are  rapidly  suf^lied  by  a  compensating  aantity  of  non-san  - 
ffuinous  fluid;  and  hence  the  value  of  blooa-letting  when  it  is 
desirable  to  promote  absorption. 

Diet  and  drinks  also  very  readily  aflTect  the  constitution  of 
the  Mood.  Accoiding  to  M.  Dennis,  in  the  blood  of  a  young 
man  of  21  years  of  age,  were  found : 

Water, 770 

Globules,        ....  164 

Albumen,  &c.,  76 


1000  I 


And  after  40  dajrs  use  of  wateiy  drinks : 

Water,        ....  804 
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*       Globules        -        -                 -        111.9 
Albumeiiy 84.1 


1000 

It  will  be  thus  seen  that  the  blood  is  very  readily  changed 
in  its  constitution  of  blood-letting,  diet  and  exercise.  It  sus- 
tains direct  relations  also  to  the  air  we  breathe,  to  the  water 
we  drink,  to  the  food  we  eat,  and  to  the  excretions  of  the 
body  by  which  it  is  purified:  and  that  a  fluid  which  is  pre- 
sented to  us  in  such  a  compound  and  complicated  form,  and 
sustaining  so  many  relations  to  the  various  modifying  influeop 
ces  which  surround  it,  should  not  become  a  frequent  seat  of 
disaestj  would  be  indeed  an  anomaly  in  nature. 

Among  the  various  hypotheses  to  account  for  fever,  a  Zy« 
mosis,  or  fermentation  of  the  Blood,  has  prevailed  under  one 
form  or  other  from  a  remote  antiquity.  But  it  has  been  so 
inseparably  connected  with  the  old  Humoral  pathology  that 
it  has  received  little  consideration.  Recently  this  hypothesis 
(for  I  shall  regard  it  as  such  at  present)  has  been  rendered,  to 
say  the  least  of  it,  very  plausiole  by  the  researches  of  the 
distinguished  Liebijg. 

In  his  "Animal  Chemistry"  he  calls  attention  to  the  fact 
that  no  other  component  part  of  the  organism  can  be  com- 
pared to  the  Blooa  in  respect  of  the  feeble  resistence  it  oilers 
to  exterior  influences,  and  the  reason  assigned  is,  that  "it  is 
not  an  organ  which  is  formed,  but  an  organ  in  a  state  of  for- 
mation." The  following  quotation  embodies  in  a  few  words, 
the  main  leading  thought  of  the  author  on  this  subject : 

"Tie  chemical  force  and  the  Vital  principle  hold  each  other 
in  such  perfect  equilebriumy  that  every  disturbancej  however 
trifling  or  from  whatever  cause  it  may  proceed,  effects  a 
CMnge  in  the  bloodJ*^  , 

This,  then,  is  an  important  starting  point  in  our  reasoning 
process;  for  if  it  be  really  possessed  of  a  low  vitality,  we 
may  logicallv  arrive  at  the  conclusion,  by  an  a  priori  argu- 
ment, if  we  knew  nothing  of  the  facts  in  confirmation  of  it, 
that  all  fevers  produced  by  endemic,  epedemic,  or  infectious 
causes,  have  tneir  origin  in  a  primary  diseased  condition  of 
the  blood. 

A  Zymotic  change  of  the  blood  is  due,  according  to  Liebig, 
to  a  decomposing  organic  molecule  in  the  interior  of  the  hu- 
man body.  This  molecule,  by  a  law  of  catalysis,  induction, 
or  contract,  has  the  power  of  imparting  its  own  motion  to 
i^nother  molecule  with  which  it  may  be  in  contact.     Hence 
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chemists  have  defined  it  to  be  '^econiDosition  by  contact," 
or  the  ^^action  of  presence."  We  have  illustnitions  of  this  law 
in  the  power  which  small  quantities  of  substances,  in  a  state 
of  change,  possesses  of  causing  unlimited  quantities  to  pass 
into  the  same  state :  and  it  is  an  interesting  fact,  worthy  of 
note,  in  this  connecion,  that  all  substances  which  readily  suffer 
this  transformation  are  without  exception,  bodies  which  con- 
tain nitrogen.  A  large  portion  of  the  blood  being  composed 
of  this  element,  we  might  readily  conclude  that  it  is  the  vital 
principle  alone  that  keeps  it  from  spontaneously  passing  into 
this  conditton  of  transformation.  If  the  catalytic  force  be 
greater  than  the  resistance  offered  by  the  Vital  principle,  the 
blood  must  pass  into  a  condition  of  decomposition. 

It  may  be  asked  however,  with  reference  to  this  law  of 
Zymosis  or  induction;  is  there  any  evidence  to  show  that  the 
introduction  of  putrid  matter  into  the  animal  system  does  give 
rise  to  effects  which  are  at  all  comparable  with  those  of  fever? 
If  not,  the  law  which  has  been  announced  is  but  a  specula- 
tion, and  at  best  an  hypothesis.  But  let  us  see.  <*It  is  a  fact," 
says  Liebig,  '^riiat  subjects  in  anatomical  theatres  frequently 
pass  into  a  state  of  decomposition  which  is  communicated  to 
the  blood  of  the  living  body."  And  the  fact  observed  by 
Magendie,  that  putrifymg  blood,  brain,  eges,  &c.,  laid  on  re- 
cent wounds,  cause  vomiting  lassitude  and  death,  after  a  longer 
or  shorter  interval,  has  never,  as  yet,  been  contradicted.  Nu- 
merous experiments  have  demonstrated  that  putrid  matter  in- 
jected into  the  blood  of  healthy  animals,  will  give  rise  to  a 
set  of  symptoms  which  are  very  analagous  to  Typhus.  '^If 
a  small  portion  of  putrid  mater,  says  Dr.  Armstrong,  *^be 
accidentally  introduced  into  the  blood  during  dissection,  or  if 
the  experiment  be  made  upon  the  lower  animals,  it  produces 
fever,  naving  exactly  the  cnaracters  of  Typhus  under  its  con- 
tinued form,  and  no  individual  could  confidently  pronounce 
that  it  differed  from  t/."  Bernard  has  also  shown  that  by  in- 
jecting ^east  or  sugar  into  the  circulation,  many  of  the  ordinary 
kinds  ot  fermentation  are  excited,  giving  rise  to  a  disease 
very  analagous  to  Typhoid  fever,  accompanied  by  prostration 
of  strength,  bloody  fluxes,  ecchymosis,  and  a  black  and  unco* 
aguled  condition  of  the  blood.  ^'Lastly,  it  is,"  says  Liebig, 
quoting  from  Henle,  ^*a  universal  observation  that  the  orij^n  of 
epidemic  diseases,  is  often  to  be  traced  to  the  putrefaction  of 
large  quantities  of  animal  and  vegetable  matters;  that  mi- 
asmatic diseases  are  endemic  in  places  where  the  decompo* 
sition  of  organic  matter  is  constantly  taking  place,  as  in 
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marshy  and  moist  localities;  that  thej  are  developed  epidemi* 
cally  under  the  same  circumstances  after  inundations;  also  in 
places  where  a  large  number  of  people  are  crowded  together 
with  insufficient  ventilation,  as  in  ships,  prisons,  and  beseiged 
places. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  note  that  these  factitioos  fevers,  pro- 
duced by  the  introduction  of  deleterious  substances  direcdj 
into  the  blood,  are  analogous,  both  in  their  symptoms  and 
pathological  lesions,  to  those  produced  by  the  sting  or  bite  of 
certain  animals;  they  present,  also,  the  same  general  class  of 
symtoms  that  are  present  in  Small  Pox,  malignant  Scarlatina 
and  other  eruptive  diseases. 

In  Mr.  Walker's  work  on  Grave  Yards,  he  also  presents  mn 
array  of  facts  which  prove  beyond  all  controversy  that  putrid 
animal  exhalations  have  given  rise  to  diseases  that  have  rag^ 
like  a  pestilence  or  epidemic  He  cites  an  instractive  in- 
stance which  occurred  in  1738,  at  the  parish  St.  Saturnine,  in 
Burmndy.  A  sexton,  while  letting  oown  a  corpse  into  the 
vault  accidentally  broke  a  coffin  which  contained  the  body 
of  a  fat  man  that  had  been  buried  twenty-three  days.  A  dia- 
chaige  of  sanies  followed,  which  greatly  annoyed  the 
assistants;  and,  '*of  one  hundred  and  twenty  young  persons  of 
both  sexes,  who  assembled  to  receive  their  first  communion 
all  but  six  fell  dangerously  ill,  together  with  the  Cur€j  the 
grave-digger,  and  sixty  other  persons."  The  disease  is  de- 
scribed as  a  putrid,  vemimous  fever,  accompanied  widi 
hemorrhage,  eruption  and  inflammation. 

Facts  in  support  of  these  views  might  be  accumulated  at 
great  lencth.  Dr.  Francis  Home  communicated  measels  by 
nieans  of  a  drop  of  blood  from  a  patient  affected  with  m 
disease.  And  the  experiments  of  M.  Grendrin,  as  jpven  in 
Williams'  Principles  of  Medicine,  is  a  striking  one  m  point: 
— ^^  A  man  who  had  been  skining  a  diseased  animal  was 
seized  with  a  putrid  fever,  attended  with  an  eruption  of 
sloughing  pustules.  Some  blood  taken  from  this  man  was 
injected  with  the  cellular  texture  (|roin  of  a  cat;  the  animal 
was  soon  after  aflfected  with  vomibng  of  bile,  dyspncsa,  fre- 
quent, small  and  irr^nlar  pulse,  dry,  brown  tongue,  sliriit 
convulsions,  and  died  seven  nours  after  the  injection."  IHie 
same  pathologist  indnecd  in  animals  various  and  severe  symp- 
toms, followed  by  death,  by  injecting  into  their  veins  the  blood 
of  persons  laboring  under  Small  Pox.  M.  Dunuy  and  Lan- 
ret  also  communicated  the  malignant  postnlar  disease  known 
as  ^^Charbon,"  by  injecting  into  the  veins  of  the  healthy 
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hone  a  minute  qnantity  of  blood  of  the  diseased  animaL 
Andrei  relates  an  extraordinary  case  in  which  a  malignant 
fever,  followed  with  pustular  eruption  and  death,  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  mere  contact  of  the  lips  with  the  diseased  blood 
of  an  animal. 

May  we  not,  then,  infer  from  these  facts  that  the  blood  is 
the  hot  bed  in  which  many  malignant  diseases  are  propoga- 
ted,  whether  by  ova,  parisites,  cellgerms,  or  zymotic  action? 

Bnt  our  |>roof  does  not  rest  here.  Clinical  observation 
has  long  smce  established  the  alteration  of  the  blood  in 
diseases  which  are  termed  putrid:  the  blood  appears  to  be  in 
a  partial  state  of  dinoluiion:  its  vitality  is  destroyed,  and  its 
fibrin  either  not  elaborated,  or  dissolvea  in  the  process  of  pu- 
trefaction. Asa  result  of  this  decomposition  an  increased 
quantity  of  hydro  sulphate  of  ammonia  has  been  found  in  the 
blood  of  patients  suiering  from  Typhus  and  other  malignant 
diseases:  and  hence  the  Mkalifu  reaction  of  the  urine  that  is 
so  often  observed  to  be  present  in  these  fevers. 

These  observations  have  been  made  the  basis  for  the  snp« 

E>rt  of  a  mat  group  of  maladies  which  go  by  the  name  of 
ymotic  diseases,  and  include,  according  to  ihe  statistical 
nosology  of  Mr.  Farr,  small  pox,  chicken  pox,  all  eruptive 
diseases,  influenaa,  scurvy,  purpura,  ague,  remittent  fever, 
yellojr  fever,  tjnphus,  puerperal,  plague,  hospital  gangrene,  &c. 
And  m  proof  ot  their  Zymotic  origin  the  fact  has  been  offered 
—1st,  That  the  vitality  of  the  Mood  is  low,  and  that  it  there- 
fore readily  suffers  transformations;  2nd,  That  we  can  pro- 
duce in  ammals  and  man  factidous  diseases  by  inocculations 
or  injections  of  putrid  or  contagious  matter,  having  all  the 
characteristics  of  the  Essential  fevers;  and  3d,  That  clinical 
observation  establishes  the  fact  that  the  blood  is  changed. 
And  that  the  febrile  phenomena  present  in  these  fevers  iiuii- 
cate  a  condition  of  the  sjrstem  independent  of  inflammatoiy 
action,  I  infer  from  the  fact — 1st,  That,  in  the  absence  of 
complication  during  the  progress  of  the  disease,  there  is  no 
evidenoeof  inflammation  revealed  by  post  mortem  inspection; 
and  2nd,  That  the  qrmntoms  co-exist  with  a  diminution  of  the 
fibrin  of  the  blood,  ana  diminished  tolerance  of  the  loss  of 
blood.  In  some  of  the  most  malignant  forms  of  fever— 'those 
in  which  the  fibrin  of  the  Uood  is  at  its  minimum — there  is 
often  not  mucb  heat  of  body,  and  but  little  increase  of  pulse. 
The  patient  often  dies  in  thi  cold  stage  of  such  fevers,  with- 
out,  in  fact,  having  any  fever  I  Evidently,  therefore,  Uie  term 
fkmrmKj  be  used  in  two  very  di  foenft  senses— in  one  sigioi- 
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fjring  a^coUection  of  symptoms  depending  on  local  inflamma- 
tion— and  in  the  other  a  eondUion  of  the  system  entirely  in* 
dependant  of  such  inflammation.  In  one  the  terra  indicates 
the  name  of  a  diuase^  and  in  the  other  the  name  oi^sympiom. 
Hence  the  distinction  between  Essential  and  Symptomatic 
fevers,  and  hence  the  inference,  also,  that  the  Essential  fevers 
have  their  ori^n  in  certain  qualitative  changes  in  the  blood, 
caused  by  the  introduction  of  foreign  matters. 

Further  proof  that  the  general  class  of  diseases  which 
have  been  termed  Zymotic  have  their  origin  in  the  blood,  is 
drawn  from  the  symptoms  usually  present.  These  will  be 
found  accurately  detailed  by  all  standard  writers  on  General 
Pathology,  under  the  head  of  ^^Ntcraemiaj  or  death  hegining 
with  thtolood,^*  such  as  petechia  and  vibices  on  the  external 
surface,  the  occurrence  of  hemorrhage  in  internal  parts,  the 
general  fluidity  of  the  bloody  its  frequently  dark  and  otherwise 
altered  aspect,  its  proneness  to  pass  into  decomposition,  the 
general  prostration  of  all  the  vital  powers,  the  dark  tongue^ 
sondes  on  the  teeth,  suspended  secretion,  and  the  general 
arrest  of  molecular  nutrition.  Indeed  the  very  unii>ersality 
of  diseased  action  points  to  a  cause  more  general  than  can  be 
found  in  any  individual  function. 

I  h  tve  thus  far  spoken  of  admixture  of  foreign  elements  in 
the  blood  from  without.  There  are  causes,  however,  which 
operate  upon  it  intrinaically  as  well  as  extrinsictUly.  TbuS| 
defective  excretion  is  followed  by  a  direct  backward  action 
on  the  blood,  resulting  in  changes  of  its  chemical  or  vital 
properties.  The  excretory  organs  are  the  natural  emuncto* 
ries  through  which  effiste  matters,  venerated  within  the  or* 
ganism,  are  expelled  from  the  blood:  the  product  of  the  va« 
nous  excretions  may  be  regarded,  therefore,  as  the  correct  ex- 
pression  of  the  numerous  changes  that  are  taking  place  both 
m  the  healthy  and  diseased  ani mal  fabric.  In  febrile  diseases 
these  or^ns  are  generally  suspended  in  the  exercise  of  their 
healthy  function)  an  increase  of  perspiration,  or  in  the  flow 
of  urine,  or  a  spontaneous  diarrhoea  oeing  generally  accom- 
panied with  a  subsidence  of  the  febrile  phenomena. 

Relatively  considered,  the  kidnej/9  ma^  be  regarded  as  the 
most  important  emunctories  through  which  morbid  matter  is 
expelled  from  the  blood.  The  experiments  of  Orfilla  on  Uiis 
suqject  are  highly  satisfactory.  He  found  that  the  pernicious 
eflects  of  small  and  repeated  doses  of  arsenic  coula  be  readi* 
1 V  averted  in  animals  by  giving  them,  at  the  same  time  a 
diaietic  medicine ;  and  the  convene  ftct  has  been  fieqaently 
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observed,  namely,  thai  persons  who  suffer  from  disease  of  the 
kidney,  by  which  its  function  is  impaired,  very  readily  con- 
tract infectious  diseases,  and  are  apt  to  suffer  from  their  effects. 
It  has  also  been  observed  that  opium,  arsenic,  mercury,  &c., 
operate  with  dangerous  energy  on  such  patients. 

The  experiments  of  Dr«  Golding  Bird  are  very  conclusive 
on  this  subject.  His  observations  have  been  extensive  and 
accurate.  Two  of  many  cases,  are  here  given.  In  the  first 
a  case  of  ague,  the  patient  was  kept  in  the  hospital  from  the 
23d  of  May  to  the  16th  of  June  folio wing« 

The  following  is  his  table  of  analysis: 

M'y  23d.  Pass'd  12  ozs.  urine  and  362  grs.  solid  constituent. 
"  26th.     "      40    "       "      "     828    "      "  " 

"  28th.    "       35    "      "      "     726    "      "  « 

"  30th.     «       48    "      «      «  1064    "      «  «* 


(( 


3)  St.     "       46  «      «       "     743    "      "  « 


June  2d.  «  36  "  "  "  614  «  "  " 

"  4th.  «  30    "  «  «  879  «<  "  « 

«  6th.  "  27   "  "  ««  1036  «<  «  " 

**  7th,  "  36   "  «  «  436  "  "  ** 

««  9th,  "  40   "  **  «  1172  «  «  « 

"  11th.  "  46   "  "  "  742  "  **  « 

"  13th.  «  40   «  "  "  916  "  "  « 

"  14th.  "  43  *•  "  "  984  «  "  " 

"  16lh.  "  37   "  "  "  1044  «  "  " 

There  was  a  decided  improvement,  says  Dr.  Bird,  on  the 
30th,  severe  paroxysm  on  the  3d,  better  again  on  the  6th,  and 
DO  return  of  the  ague  after  the  9th. 

la  the  second  case  of  ague — giri  aged  19 — patient  was 
kept  in  Hospital  from  23d  of  May  to  June  7th.  On  the  23d 
of  "^ay  there  was  a  severe  paroxysm,  and  the  amount  of 
solids  excreted  was  280  grs.  On  the  27th  she  had  a  return  of 
paroxysm  and  there  were  280  grs.  solid  constituents  in  the 
urine.  On  the  28th  she  was  better,  and  the  solid  constituents 
amounted  to  538  grs.  On  the  30th  they  amounted  to  625  grs. 
and  from  this  time  the  patient  rapidly  got  well. 

In  this,  also,  it  will  be  observed  that  pari  passu  with  the 
patient's  improvement  there  was  an  increase  or  the  solid  con* 
stitaents  of  the  urine.  In  typhus  and  other  adynamic  forms 
of  fever,  the  same  facts  have  oeen  observed. 

Are  we  to  infer,  however,  from  these  observations,  that  de* 
active  excretion  is  the  primary  cause  of  the  fever  ?  By  no 
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be  said  to  be  Nature's  mode  of  cure  ;  and  in  the  absence  of 
reliable  knowledge  as  to  the  nature  of  the  poison  and  its  anti- 
dote, the  physician  can  only  aid  nature  in  her  work  of  elimi- 
nation.    This  he  attempts  by  the  administration  of  tonics, 
8timulants,8upportants  and  depurents.  The  powers  of  life  must 
be  supported  while  Nature  effects  the  cure.     But  even  in  her 
own  work  of  depuration  Nature  may  be  greatly  aided.     The 
kidneys,  skin,  aud  alimentary  canal  are  the  principal  chan- 
nels through  which  foreign  ma'ters  are  expelled  from  the 
blood  ;  and  hence  the  utility  of  diuretics,  aperients,  and  so- 
called  Water  cure.     The  latter,  by  a  combination  of  diuresis 
and  diaphoresis  may  be  rendered  a  most  powerful  therapeu- 
tical agent  in  cutting  short  a  fever  in  its  promonitory  stage, 
or  at  its  final  accession.     The  absurdity  of  hydropathy,  as  a 
one-idead  system  of  cure,  in  its  blind  indiscriminate  applica- 
tion to  every  variety  of  disease  ;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  a 
remedy  of  such  a  valuable  therapeutir;  power  is  frequently 
brought  into  undeserved  disrepute  by  falling  into  the  hands  of 
ignorant  intermeddlers  with  nature. 

If  the  views  of  the  pathology  of  Essential  fevers  which  I 
have  presented,  be  correct,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  avoid 
giving  assent  to  the  doctrine  that  regards  the  fever  as  an  effort 
of  the  *^  vis  medicatrix,"  instituted  tor  the  purpose  of  expell- 
ing the  poison  from  the  system  ;  and,  while  it  repudiates  the 
docrine  of  the  boasting  fever  curer,  as  well  as  the  doctrine  of 
non-interference,  which  has  been  aptly  styled  a  '^  meditation 
on  death,''  it  rests  upon  the  great  physiological  truth,  that  Na- 
ture is  ever  active  in  her  recuperative  powers,  and  is  after  all 
the  best  and  wisest  of  physicians. 

This  pathology  also  oners  the  most  rational  explanation  of 
the  modification  of  diseased  action  growing  out  of  prevailing 
epidemic  influences.  It  fixes  the  mind  upon  two  control  1- 
ing  elements  of  disease  ;^rs/,  upon  the  depressing  effects  of 
the  local  inflammatory  or  functional  complication  that  many 
a  Zymotic  poison  by  inducing  changes  in  the  blood ;  second, 
be  engrafted  upon  and  influenced  by  this  altered  condition  of 
the  blood.  It  thus  draws  the  line  of  demarcation  between 
general  and  special  pathology,  by  keeping  in  view  constitti. 
tional  conditions  as  modifying  local  action^  and  by  this 
means  enables  us  to  comprchendf  the  most  important  question, 
practically  considered,  within  the  wide  range  of  medical  inqui- 
ry — the  distinction  between  Sthenic  and  Asthenic  diseases,  be* 
tween  depressed  and  altered  action.  Its  tendency  is  to  give 
UB  broader  views  and  clearer  conceptions  of  the  varied  ale- 
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ments  of  disease,  as  they  act  and  re-act,  and  insensibly  shade 
into  each  other. 

It  modifies,  moreover,  and  renders  more  rational,  the  treat- 
ment of  disease.  Does  an  inflammatory  affection  overtake 
one  whose  blood  is  contaminated  by  an  epidemic  influence, 
or  by  putrid  emanations,  vegetable  or  animal ;  or  whose  blood 
is  only  imperfectly  or  badly  repaired  by  insufficient  or  un- 
wholesome diet? — then,  of  course,  the  inflammation  is  as- 
thenic in  character,  and  blood-letting  and  other  antiphlogistic 
remedies  must  be  resorted  to,  if  at  all,  with  great  caution. 
If  the  blood  has  been  "touched  corruptibly"  by  an  epidemic 
influence,  or  a  typhoid  poison,  we  must  husband  rather  than 
depress  the  flagging  powers  of  life.  To  adopt,  in  such  cases 
(as  we  fear  is  too  often  done),  the  ordinary  treatment  for  an 
acute  pneumonia  or  dysentery,  as  the  case  may  be,  regardless 
of  the  evidence  of  blood  disease^  such  as  loss  of  tone  and 
strength  of  the  vascular  system,  sluggish  functions,  dull  men- 
tal faculties,  feeble  and  compressible  pulse,  and  brown  or 
dark  tongue,  would  be  to  hasten  the  dissolution  of  the  patient, 
and  bring  both  doctor  and  medicine  into  disrepute.      The 

S;reat  secret  of  success  in  the  treatment  of  disease  is  to  be 
bund  in  a  broad,  comprehensive  and  rational  pathology, — ^a 
pathology  that  weighs  every  element  of  disease,  whether  of 
fluids  or  of  solids,  that  is  capable  of  exciting,  depressing,  or 
perverting  vital  actions. 

I  have  thus  ventured  to  present  a  few  facts  with  the  hope 
of  calling  attention  to  a  subject  which  may  not,  as  yet,  have 
occupied  the  minds  of  some  members  of  the  profession :  and 
although  1  may  have  presented  but  a  dim  vision  of  the  true 
light,  yet "  I  trust  I  have  oot  hold  of  ht  pitcher  by  the 

RIGHT  HANDLE.'' 


New  Cumberland,  July  Iff,  1863 
To  the  Editors  of  the  Western  Lancet : 

Having  lately  met  with  a  freak  of  nature  in  mv  obstetrical 
practice,  m  the  shape  of  three  living  healthy  chilaren  at  one 
birth,  and  as  the  case  was  one  fraught  with  eminent  danger, 
;tioft  I  take  the  liberty  of  laying  it  before  you  in  detail ;  and  if  you 

r^  think  it  sufficiently  interesting  for  a  place  in  the  Lancet,  it  is 

^>'  at  your  disposal.    Here  it  is. 

Mrs.  W.,  et.  39  years,  residiiig  two  miles  of  New  Cum- 


628  Arhob  on  Essential  Fevers. 

be  said  to  be  Nature's  mode  of  cure  ;  and  in  the  absence  of 
reliable  knowledge  as  to  the  nature  of  the  poison  and  its  anti- 
dote, the  physician  can  only  aid  nature  in  ner  work  of  elimi* 
nation.  This  he  attempts  by  the  administration  of  tonics, 
8timulants,8upportants  and  depurents.  The  powers  of  life  mast 
be  supported  while  Nature  effects  the  cure.  But  even  in  her 
own  work  of  depuration  Nature  may  be  greatly  aided.  The 
kidneys,  skin,  aud  alimentary  canal  are  the  principal  chan- 
nels through  which  foreign  ma'ters  are  expelled  from  the 
blood  ;  and  hence  the  utility  of  diuretics,  aperients,  and  so- 
called  Water  cure.  The  latter,  by  a  combination  of  diuresis 
and  diaphoresis  may  be  rendered  a  most  powerful  therapeu- 
tical agent  in  cutting  short  a  fever  in  its  promonitory  stage, 
or  at  its  final  accession.  The  absurdity  ot  hydropathy,  as  a 
one-idead  system  of  cure,  in  its  blind  indiscriminate  applica- 
tion to  every  variety  of  disease  ;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  a 
remedy  of  such  a  valuable  therapeutic,  power  is  frequently 
brought  into  undeserved  disrepute  by  falling  into  the  hands  of 
ignorant  intermeddlers  with  nature. 

If  the  views  of  the  pathology  of  Essential  fevers  which  I 
have  presented,  be  correct,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  avoid 
giving  assent  to  the  doctrine  that  regards  the  fever  as  an  effort 
of  the  "  vis  medicatrix,'*  instituted  tor  the  purpose  of  expell- 
ing the  poison  from  the  system  ;  and,  while  it  repudiates  the 
docrine  of  the  boastine  fever  curer,  as  well  as  the  doctrine  of 
non-interference,  whicn  has  been  aptly  styled  a  *<  meditation 
on  death,''  it  rests  upon  the  great  physiological  truth,  that  Na- 
ture is  ever  active  in  her  recuperative  powers,  and  is  after  all 
the  best  and  wisest  of  physicians. 

This  pathology  also  offers  the  most  rational  explanation  of 
the  modification  of  diseased  action  growing  out  or  prevailing 
epidemic  influences.  It  fixes  the  mind  tipon  two  controll- 
ing elements  of  disease  ;  jir«/,  upon  the  depressing  effects  of 
the  local  inflammatory  or  functional  complication  that  many 
a  Zymotic  poison  by  inducing  changes  in  the  blood ;  second^ 
be  engrafted  upon  and  influenced  by  this  altered  condition  of 
the  blood.  It  thus  draws  the  line  of  demarcation  between 
general  and  special  pathology)  by  keeping  in  view  constitu. 
tional  conditions  as  modifyina  local  fiction^  and  by  this 
means  enables  us  to  comprchendf  the  most  important  question, 
practically  considered,  within  the  wide  ranse  of  medical  inqui- 
ry— the  distinction  between  Sthenic  and  Asthenic  diseasesybe- 
tween  depressed  and  altered  action.  Its  tendency  is  to  give 
us  broader  views  and  clearer  conceptions  of  the  varied  ele- 
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ments  of  disease,  as  they  act  and  re-act,  and  insensibly  shade 
into  each  other. 

It  modifies,  moreover,  and  renders  more  rational,  the  treat- 
ment  of  disease.  Does  an  inflammatory  affection  overtake 
one  whose  blood  is  contaminated  by  an  epidemic  influence, 
or  by  putrid  emanations,  vegetable  or  animal ;  or  whose  blood 
is  only  imperfectly  or  badhr  repaired  by^  insufficient  or  un- 
wholesome diet? — ^then,  of  course,  the  inflammation  is  as- 
thenie  in  character,  and  blood-letting  and  other  antiphlogistic 
remedies  must  be  resorted  to,  if  at  all,  with  great  caution. 
If  the  blood  has  been  "  touched  corruptibly  '*  by  an  epidemic 
influence,  or  a  typhoid  poison,  we  must  husband  rather  than 
depress  the  flagging  powers  of  life.  To  adopt,  in  such  cases 
(as  we  fear  is  too  often  done),  the  ordinary  treatment  for  an 
acute  pneumonia  or  dysentery,  as  the  case  may  be,  regardless 
of  the  evidence  of  blood  diseasey  such  as  loss  of  tone  and 
strength  of  the  vascular  system,  sluggish  functions,  dull  men- 
tal faculties,  feeble  and  compressible  pulse,  and  brown  or 
dark  tongue,  would  be  to  hasten  the  dissolution  of  the  patient, 
and  bring  both  doctor  and  medicine  into  disrepute.  The 
mat  secret  of  success  in  the  treatment  of  disease  is  to  be 
found  in  a  broad,  comprehensive  and  rational  pathology, — a 
pathology  that  weighs  every  element  of  disease,  whether  of 
fluids  or  of  solids,  that  is  capable  of  exciting,  depressing,  or 
perverting  vital  actions. 

I  have  thus  ventured  to  present  a  few  facts  with  the  hope 
of  calling  attention  to  a  subject  which  may  not,  as  yet,  have 
occupiedthe  minds  of  some  members  of  the  profession:  and 
although  1  may  have  presented  but  a  dim  vision  of  the  true 
light,  yet  ^^  I  trust  I  havb  got  hold  of  mt  pitchkr  bt  the 

RIGHT  HANBLX." 


NsW  CUMBKRLAND,  JUljf  Iff,  1863 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Western  Lancet : 

Having  lately  met  with  a  freak  of  nature  in  my  obstetrical 

Eractice,  m  the  shape  of  three  living  healthy  chifdren  at  one 
irth,  and  as  the  case  was  one  fraught  with  eminent  danger, 
I  take  the  liberty  of  laying  it  before  you  in  detail ;  and  if  you 
think  it  sufficiently  interesting  for  a  place  in  the  Lancet,  it  is 
at  your  disposal.    Here  it  is. 
Mrs.  W.,  et.  39  years,  residing  two  miles  of  New  Ciui- 
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means.  That  would  be  an  imperfect  view  of  the  pathologr 
of  these  fevers.  I  can  conceive  of  no  instance  in  whiena 
lesion  of  secretion  can  be  prc^rly  classified  among  the  pri^ 
mary  elements  of  disease.  Some  change  must  precede  it, 
either  of  structure,  of  inervation,  or  of  the  blood  from  which 
the  secretion  is  formed.  The  examples  cited  simply  ahow 
the  curative  effects  of  the  removal  of  foreign  matters  from 
the  blood  by  means  of  depurating  oigans,  and  at  the  eaoM 
time,  eo  far  towards  establishing  the  ancient  doctrine  of 
eritieM  dischargu. 

They  also  serve  to  point  out  the  two  causes  of  diaeaee 
which  constantly  present  themselves  for  our  consid^ation-* 
causes  txtrinne  and  cauaes  inttintie.  Of  these  one  or  both 
may  be  in  active  operation.  It  is  an  erroneous  dogma  to 
suppose  that  but  one  poison  can  act  on  the  system  at  a 
time.  As  rational  would  it  be  to  suppose  that  but  one  medi- 
cal agent  can  produce  its  effects  upon  the  constitution  at  a 
time 

I  have  already  alluded  to  the  fact,  demonstrated  by  obser- 
vation, that  different  poisons  spend  their  influence  upon  diffi- 
rent  tissues  of  the  body.  Is  it  an  unwarrantable  speculation 
to  transfer  this  law  of  tfeeUic  contaminaHan  to  the  structure 
of  the  blood,  and  thus  explain  the  action  of  different  foreign 
bodies  upon  that  fluid?  Some  poisons  may  be  regarded  as 
comparatively  innoxious ;  theyemeige  from  the  body  unal- 
tered, with  one  or  more  of  the  ordinary  secretions ,  others  dea- 
troy  some  element  of  the  blood  (or  its  corpuscular  element  in 
the  lymphatic  glandular  system,)  so  that  it  is  never  again  soa- 
ceptible  to  the  action  of  the  same  poison,  as  in  the  case  of 
some  of  the  eruptive  and  contagious  diseases ;  while  othera^ 
by  entering  into  chemical  union  with  one  or  more  elementa 
of  the  blood  essential  to  life,  destroy  its  vitality  and  general 
necraemia  and  molecular  death  soon  follow. 

This  will  be  recognised  as  an  unproven  speculation  of  the  oU 
fashioned  Humoral  Pathology.  And,  in  the  absence  of  posi- 
tive proof,  I  do  not,  of  course,  offer  it  as  one  of  the  <<  nxed 
fttcts^'  in  Medical  Science.  Tet  observation,  reason  and 
analogy  throw  around  it  a  phutihUUjf  that  entitles  it  to  still 
further  investigation. 

In  submitting  these  views  I  would  not  be  undeisteod  as  at» 
tempting  to  sustain  an  exclusive  Humoral  Pathology ;  nor 
womd  lunderrate  the  importance  of  pathological  changes  in 
the  solids.  With  Bichat,  I  recard  *<  every  exduaive  theoiyy 
whedier  of  Humoraliam  or  soiimem,  as  a  pathological  absor 
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dity. "  The  relation  between  them  is  too  direct  and  intimate 
to  be  ever  separated ;  neither  can  the  one  or  the  other  ever  be 
regarded  as  an  ^^  exploded  "  system.  Humoralism  will  never 
be  exploded  as  long  as  the  blood  is  the  source  of  liFe  to  the 
tissues  of  the  body;  nor  will  solidism  be  disregarded  as  long 
as  the  tissues  continue  to  uuder^o  change  from  altered  condi- 
tions of  the  blood.  My  object  is  rather  to  fix  the  mind  upon 
what  I  regard  as  an  important  trtith,  viz.,  that  in  all  essenti- 
al or  idiopathic  fevers,  changes  of  the  solids  depend  on  pre- 
vious alterations  (quantitative  and  qualitative)  of  the  blood. 

This  altered  condition  of  the  blood  is  soon  made  manifest 
by  general  febrile  phenomena.  The  nervuos  centers,  depend- 
ing for  their  powers  directly  upon  the  state  of  integrity  of  this 
fluid,  become  perverted  *nd[ weakened  in  action;  the  functions 
of  animal  and  organic  life  are  depressed  ;  passive  consestion^ 
induced  by  depression  of  nervous  power,  loUows ;  and  hence 
the  torpor  and  arrest  of  dandular  action,  and  the  sluggish  and 
languia  state  of  all  the  functions  so  characteristic  of  Uiese  fe- 
vers. 

The  importance  of  all  these  conditions  I  would  by  no 
means  underrate.  The]^  present  to  us,  indeed,  an  exceedmgly 
interesting  field  of  inquiry.  From  an  impression  first  made 
upon  the  nutritive  and  assi  mutative  functions,  we  are  at  once 
introduced  to  multiplied  elements  of  disease.  There  is  not  a 
function,  not  a  nerve,  not  a  gland,  not  a  capillary  vessel  of  the 
body  but  must  feel  the  depressing  effects  of  a  contaminated 
condition  of  the  blooH.  And  this  sluggish  and  languid  state 
of  the  excretory  organs  becomes  the  cause  of  a  still  more 
poisoned  condition  of  the  blood,  until  this  source  of  life  be- 
comes itself  dead,  and  spreads  death  instead  of  life  through- 
out the  body. 

The  admittance  of  the  Zymotic  theory  into  the  field  of  pa- 
thology would  doubtless  lead  to  greatly  increased  knowleoge 
of  the  real  nature  of  diseased  states.  In  a  large  class  of  te« 
vers  it  points  out  the  only  two  modes  of  cure  :  1st  To  coun- 
teract tne  injurious  operationsof  the  poisons:  2nd  To  expel 
th  *m  from  the  system.  The  first  ofthese  indications  is  car- 
ried out  in  low  typhus  and  adynamic  forms  of  fever  by  the  ad- 
ministration of  saline  medicines,  such  as  the  chloride  of  sodi- 
um, the  chlorite  of  potash,  hydro-chloric  acid,  &c.  Arsenic, 
quinine,  alcohol,  and  other  antiseptic  remedies  are  also  valua- 
ble agents,  in  arresting  the  Zymodic  condition  of  the  b  ood. 

The  other  indication  is  the  one  most  usually  pursued ;  via, 
to  ex|'el  the  offending  matters  from  the  system-    Thie  may 
VOL.  XIV— 84 
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be  said  to  be  Nature's  mode  of  cure  ;  and  in  the  absence  of 
reliable  knowledge  as  to  the  nature  of  the  poison  and  its  anti- 
dote, the  physician  can  only  aid  nature  in  ner  work  of  elimi- 
nation. This  he  attempts  by  the  administration  of  tonics, 
stimulants,6upportants  and  depurents.  The  powers  of  life  most 
be  supported  while  Nature  effects  the  cure.  But  even  id  her 
own  work  of  depuration  Nature  may  be  greatly  aided.  The 
kidneys,  skin,  aud  alimentary  canal  are  the  principal  chan- 
nels through  which  foreign  ma'ters  are  expelled  from  the 
blood  ;  and  hence  the  utility  of  diuretics,  aperients,  and  so- 
called  Water  cure.  The  latter,  by  a  combination  of  diuresis 
and  diaphoresis  may  be  rendered  a  most  powerful  therapen- 
tical  agent  in  cutting  short  a  fever  in  its  promonitory  stage, 
or  at  its  final  accession.  The  absurdity  of  hydropathy,  as  a 
one-idead  system  of  cure,  in  its  blind  indiscriminate  applica- 
tion to  every  variety  of  disease  ;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  a 
remedy  of  such  a  valuable  therapeutic^  power  is  frequently 
brought  into  undeserved  disrepute  by  falling  into  the  hands  of 
ignorant  intermeddlers  with  nature. 

If  the  views  of  the  pathology  of  Essential  fevers  which  I 
have  presented,  be  correct,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  avoid 
giving  assent  to  the  doctrine  that  regards  the  fever  as  an  efibtt 
of  the  "  vis  medicatrix,"  instituted  tor  the  purpose  of  expelU 
ing  the  poison  from  the  system  ;  and,  while  it  repudiates  the 
doc'rine  of  the  boasting  fever  curer,  as  well  as  the  doctrine  of 
non-interference,  which  has  been  aptly  styled  a  "  meditation 
on  death,''  it  rests  upon  the  great  physiological  truth,  that  Na- 
ture is  ever  active  in  her  recuperative  powers,  and  is  after  all 
the  best  and  wisest  of  physicians. 

This  pathology  also  oners  the  most  rational  explanation  of 
the  modification  of  diseased  action  growing  out  or  prevailing 
epidemic  influences.  It  fixes  the  mind  upon  two  control n 
ing  elements  of  disease  ;  j!r«f,  upon  the  depressing  effects  of 
the  local  inflammatory  or  functional  complication  that  many 
a  Zymotic  poison  by  inducing  changes  in  the  blood ;  second^ 
be  engrafted  upon  and  influenced  by  this  altered  condition  of 
the  blood.  It  thus  draws  the  line  of  demarcation  between 
general  and  special  pathology,  by  keeping  in  view  ctmstitu. 
tional  conditions  as  fnodifyina  local  action^  and  by  this 
means  enables  us  to  comprehend  the  most  important  question, 
practically  considered,  within  the  wide  ranee  of  medical  inqui- 
ry— ^the  distinction  between  Sthenic  and  Asthenic  disease8,be* 
tween  depressed  and  altered  action.  Its  tendency  is  to  give 
us  broader  views  and  clearer  conceptions  of  the  yaried  els. 
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ments  of  disease,  as  they  act  and  re-act,  and  insensibly  shade 
into  each  other. 

It  modifies,  moreover,  and  renders  more  rational,  the  treat- 
ment of  disease.  Does  an  inflammatory  affection  overtake 
one  whose  blood  is  contaminated  by  an  epidemic  influence, 
or  by  putrid  emanations,  vegetable  or  animal ;  or  whose  blood 
is  only  imperfectly  or  badly  repaired  by  insufficient  or  un- 
wholesome diet? — ^then,  of  course,  the  inflammation  is  o*- 
thenie  in  character,  and  blood-letting  and  other  antiphlogistic 
remedies  must  be  resorted  to,  if  at  all,  with  great  caution. 
If  the  blood  has  been  "touched  corruptibly"  by  an  epidemic 
influence,  or  a  typhoid  poison,  we  must  husband  rather  than 
depress  the  flagging  powers  of  life.  To  adopt,  in  such  cases 
(as  we  fear  is  too  often  done),  the  ordinary  treatment  for  an 
acute  pneumonia  or  dysentery,  as  the  case  may  be,  regardless 
of  the  evidence  of  blood  disease^  such  as  loss  of  tone  and 
strength  of  the  vascular  system,  sluggish  functions,  dull  men- 
tal faculties,  feeble  and  compressible  pulse,  and  brown  or 
dark  tongue,  would  be  to  hasten  the  dissolution  of  the  patient, 
and  bring  both  doctor  and  medicine  into  disrepute.  The 
great  secret  of  success  in  the  treatment  of  disease  is  to  be 
found  in  a  broad,  comprehensive  and  rational  pathology, — a 
pathology  that  weighs  every  element  of  disease,  whether  of 
fluids  or  of  solids,  that  is  capable  of  exciting,  depressing,  or 
perverting  vital  actions. 

I  have  thus  ventured  to  present  a  few  facts  with  the  hope 
of  calling  attention  to  a  subject  which  may  not,  as  yet,  have 
occopied  the  minds  of  some  members  of  the  profession :  and 
although  I  may  have  presented  but  a  dim  vision  of  the  true 
light,  yet "  I  trust  I  have  got  hold  or  mt  pitchbr  by  thx 

RIGHT  HANDLE.*' 


New  Cumberland,  July  Iff,  1863 
To  the  Editors  of  the  Western  Lancet : 

Having  lately  met  with  a  freak  of  nature  in  my  obstetrical 
practice,  m  the  shape  of  three  living  healthy  children  at  one 
Dirth,  and  as  the  case  was  one  fraught  with  eminent  danger, 
I  take  the  liberty  of  laying  it  before  you  in  detail ;  and  if  von 
think  it  sufficiently  interesting  for  a  place  in  the  Lancet,  it  is 
at  your  dUposal.    Here  it  is. 

Mrs.  W.,  «t.  39  yean,  residing  two  miles  of  New  Cam- 
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berfaind,  Tuscarawas  Co.,  O.,  the  mother  of  m  children 
was  taken  with  labor  pains  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of 
March,  '53,  the  pains  continued  to  increase  in  severity,  until 
the  morning  of  tne  26th,  when  I  was  called  upon  to  attend 
the  case,  but  being  some  miles  in  the  country  to  see  a  case  of 
fracture,  and  not  expected  home  for  some  hours,  another 
physician  was  taken  to  see  the  patient  I  heard  nothing 
more  of  the  case  till  10  o'clock  the  same  evening,  when  I  was 
again  summoned  in  great  haste  to  see  the  sick  woman.  Od 
my  arrival  the  husband  informed  me  that  he  thought  his  wife 
was  dying,  I  hastened  to  the  bedside  of  the  patient,  found 
the  pulse  merely  preceptible,  and  intermittent  at  the  wrist ; 
face  palid ;  countenance  vacant,  with  delerium  and  syncope 
when  raised  from  a  horizontal  position ;  extremities  cold.  I 
learned  by  the  nurse,  that  the  doctor  who  visited  her  in  the 
morning,  made  no  examination  per  vaginum,  but  considered 
the  case  premature.  Left  sul.  morph.  in  full  doses  to  be  given 
every  few  hours,  which  the  patient  had  done  and  was  now 
not  only  exhausted  but  partially  narcotised.  The  expulsive 
efforts  of  the  uterus  had  ceased  sometime,  yet  the  patient  ap- 
peared to  be  laboring  under  great  physical  sufTerii.g.  On  ex- 
amination per  vaginum,  found  the  os-uteri  partially  dilated 
and  dilatable,  with  the  breech  presenting.  Placing  my  hand 
on  the  abdomen  of  the  patient,  I  immediately  suspected  the 
case  to  be  one  of  superletation,  I  now  ordered  stimulants  in- 
ternally and  externally,  with  cold  applications  to  the  head  and 
repulsives  to  the  extremities,  also  giving  a  strong  decoction  of 
coffee  to  counteract  the  effects  of  tne  morphine,  a  full  dose  of 
which  had  been  given  a  short  time  before  my  arrival,  under 
this  course  of  treatment  my  patient  became  concioua  and  im- 
proved in  every  way,  except  the  return  of  the  labor  pains, 
which  were  entirely  absent.  I  now  ordered  ergot  in  full  do- 
ses to  be  given,  and  would  have  used  cups  to  the  spine  bot 
had  none  with  me,  and  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  wait  till 
they  could  be  procured.  This  course  failing  to  bring  on  ute- 
rine contraction,  and  the  woman  sinking  again  rapidfy,  I  gave 
a  €  of  secal.  comutum.  Anticipating  post  partum  hemorr- 
ha^^e,  I  resolved  upon  manual  assistance,  and  to  deliver  my 
patient  as  soon  as  possible,  the  woman  was  placed  in  the  usual 

Sisition  for  turning,  introduced  by  right  hand  per  vaffinom, 
lated  the  os  uteri,  cautiously  yet  promptly,  raised  the  oieech 
of  the  t'cstus;  raptured  the  membranes;  seised  the  feet 
and  delivered,  the  child  was  sligtly  asphyxiated  (from  the 
use  of  the  ei^t  I  supposed),  but  was  soon  resussitaled  by  the 
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usual  remedies ;  the  funis  cut,  the  chitd  handed  to  the  nurse, 
I  now  waited  a  few  minutes^  used  friction  over  the  abdomen, 
hopingthat  the  expulsive  efforts  of  the  uterus  would  be  resumed 
after  a  portion  of  its  contents  were  extracted  and  the  distention 
lessened;  but  my  hopes  were  disappointed,  the  uterus  remained 
inert,  hemorrhage  and  rny  patient  continuing  to  sink,  warned 
me  of  my  duty,  when  I  ag^in  introduced  my  hand  per  vagi- 
num,  and  found  a  second  breech  presenting,  manipulated  as 
in  the  first  case,  and  delivered,  when  the  c^ild  cried  lustily, 
cord  severed  and  handed  to  the  nurse ;  on  placing  my  hand  on 
the  abdomen  of  the  mother,  to  produce  contraction  of  the  ute- 
rus, as  flooding  was  profuse,  I  distinctly  felt  another  foetus 
through  the  panetes  or  the  abdoman,  when  I  for  the  third  timp 
introduced  my  hand,  when  I  found  the  breech  presenting,  rup- 
tured the  membrane  and  delivered  as  in  the  two  preceding 
cases.  The  flooding  now  was  most  fearful,  I  now  directed 
an  attendant  to  grasp  the  uterus  through  the  abdominal  parie- 
tes,  and  use  friction  to  the  abdomen,  at^the  same  time  a  full 
dose  of  ergot  was  given  in  a  stimulating  draught,  the  uterus 
now  began  to  contract,  and  I  succeedea  in  extracting;  each 
placenta  and  membrane  without  further  diflSculty,  when  hap- 
pily uterine  contractions  came  on  prompt  and  energetic,and  he- 
morrhage ceased.  On  going  to  the  side  of  my  patient  I  found 
her  completely  prostrated,face  Manched,pulse  had  left  the  wrist 
and  she  was  in  a  profound  lethargy,  with  sterterous  breath- 
ing, skin  cold  and  clammy ;  the  case  appeared  to  be  a  hopeless 
one,  yet,  I  promptly  used  stimulants  internally  and  externally 
freely,  with  chafing  and  friction  to  the  surface,  and  repulsives 
to  the  extremities.  This  course  was  continued  for  some 
two  hours  or  more,  unremitting  before  she  aroused  to  con- 
sciousness, but  improvement  now  began,  and  continued  to 
her  final  recovery,  which  was  a  very  speedy  one,  under  the 
circumstances.  I  do  not  detail  this  case  from  any  thing  new 
or  unique,  but  from  sparseness  of  such  obstetrical  cases.  It 
is  my  opinion,  had  the  labor  been  accomplished  by  the  pow- 
ers of  nature,  they  would  have  all  three  been  breech  laWs. 
Each  foetus  had  a  distinct  membranous  bag,  liquor  amnii  and 
placenta.  There  was  about  14  oz.  of  liquor  amnii  contained  in 
each  membranous  bag,  and  each  placenta  would  have  weigh- 
ed about  16  oz.  The  trio  (a  male  and  two  females)  at  their 
birth  weighed  17  lbs,  and  at  this  time  (July  1st)  weighs  dSlbs, 
and  are  fine  healthy  children. 

Tours,  respectfully,  J.  M.  C.  MOORHEAD 
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Milk  from  Spayed  Cows.    By  J.  U.  Hscksbmak,  Tiffin 

City,  Ohio. 

Except  bread  alone,  there  is  perhaps  no  article,  that  enters 
so  largely  into  the  consumption  of  man,  as  that  of  milk.  As 
food  and  drink,  it  is  extensively  consumed  by  the  adult  portion 
of  our  race,  it  constitutes  the  exclusive  nourishment  of  nine* 
tenths  of  all  children  under  twelve  months,  and  forms  the 
chief  diet  of  the  remaining  one-tenth. 

The  chemical  and  medical  properties  of  milk  have  long 
been  made  the  subject  of  scientific  mvestigation,  and  long  has 
the  writer  in  vain  looked  for  something  irom  the  pen  of  a  se- 
nior observer  on  the  point  to  which  he  now  wishes  to  direct 
attention. 

It  has  ever  been  a  desideratum  in  the  rearing  of  children 
who  are  denied  the  breast  of  a  mother  or  nurse,  to  procure 
milk  from  an  animal  in  which  it  approaches  nearest  to  that 
of  the  human  female^  and  which  shall  uniformly  have  the 
same  constituent  properties. 

In  looking;  over  the  tables  which  are  given  of  the  conatitn- 
ents  of  milk,  we  seldom  meet  two  authors  who  agree  in 
their  observations;  indeed  so  great  are  the  discrepencies,  that 
they  only  serve  to  confound  us  in  confusion.  This  circum- 
stance can  be  accounted  for  by  the  different  animals  experi- 
mented upon,  the  season  of  the  year,  the  character  of  the  food 
afforded,  and  the  period  of  pregnancy  or  non-pregnancy  of  the 
animals  at  the  time  of  the  experiments.  Takmg  the  cow, 
we  find  that  size  and  food  among  other  things  greatly  affect 
the  quality  of  milk.  The  milk  of  cows  kept  in  the  byre  con- 
tains a  larger  amount  of  butyrine  than  is  afforded  by  animals 
running  at  large,  while  the  milk  of  the  latter  abounds  more 
in  cacem. 

So  great  indeed  is  the  influence  of  food  upon  the  secretions 
that  when  cows  are  fed  upon  bitter  or  strong  smelling  grass 
or  herbs,  the  taste  and  smell  of  such  grass  is  imparted  to  the 
milk. 

Milk  we  have  already  said,  forms  the  chief  diet  of  that  un- 
fortunate  class  of  infants,  who  are  reared  by  dry  nursing,  and 
it  is  estimated  that  three  fourths  of  these  children  die;  indeed 
it  has  been  said  that  in  London,  this  mortality  amounts  to 
seven-righths  of  the  whole  number.  Be  this  as  it  may,  we 
do  know  the  mortality  to  be  verv  great,  sufliciently  so  at  least 
to  demand  to  earnest  attention  oi  every  physician. 

Standard  authors  direct  children  who  are  thus  reared,  or 
who  have  been  early  weaned  from  the  breast,  to  be  supported 
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upon  milk  largely  diluted  by  water  and  of  sugar,  without, 
however,  any  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  animal  from 
which  the  milk  is  derived.  This  we  hold  to  be  a  serious  de* 
feet,  to  be  especially  so  considered,  when  the  remedy  is  at 
hand,  yet  seldom  or  never  used,  for  lack  of  information 
upon  the  subject. 

Lasaigne  found  that  the  milk  of  cows  far  advanced  in  preg- 
nancy, contains  neither  casein,  sugar  of  milk  or  lactic  acid, 
but  abounded  in  albumen  and  uncombined  soda,  while  from 
the  same  animal  shortly  after  parturition,  the  three  first  named 
substances  wereibund  and  albumen  was  entirely  absent. 

It  is  now  the  received  opinion,  that  upon  the  accession  of 
pregnancy,  the  mother  should  no  longer  furnish  nourishment 
to  a  former  child,  and  that  such  continuance  proves  detrimen- 
tal to  the  health  of  both  parties.  These  views  are  confirmed 
by  experience  and  by  the  habits  of  inferior  animals. 

If  tne  milk  of  a  pregnant  woman  afford  improper  nutriment 
to  a  child,  surely  the  same  fluid  from  a  cow,  in  like  condi- 
tion, cannot  be  proper;  remembering  then,  that  cows,  on  an 
average,  are  pregnant  three-fourths  of  the  whole  year,  the  in- 
ference must  be  that  the  milk  ordinarily  derivea  from  these 
animals,  is  not  of  a  proper  character  to  constitute  the  diet  of 
infants. 

With  a  view  to  remedy  this  universally  existing  evil,  I 
would  suggest,  to  the  profession,  the  propriety  of  having  milch 
cows  spayed ;  in  order  to  procure  milk  of  a  uniform  constitu- 
ency. 

The  act  of  spaying  is  performed  wiih  facility,  and  is  unat- 
tended with  danger,  the  only  precaution  necessary  being,  that 
no  food  be  given  for  12  to  18  hours,  and  the  milk  drawn  im- 
mediately before  the  operation ;  the  animal  becomes  kindly 
disposed,  is  easily  kept,  will  yield  better,  and  a  larger  amount 
milk  in  a  given  time,  and  is  with  great,  ease  brought  into  a 
marketable  condition. 

The  steps  of  the  operation  upon  the  cow,  are  the  same  as 
upon  the  calf  or  the  sow,  except  that  it  is  important  to  place 
her  upon  the  right  side  unless  the  operator  be  left  handed. 
The  best  time  for  operating  is  about  lour  weeks  after  parturi- 
tion, as  the  future  amount  of  milk,  will  depend  upon  the  quan- 
tity given  at  the  time  of  the  operation.  For  some  weeks  after, 
the  secretion  of  milk  will  be  small,  but  will  gradually  in- 
crease until  the  amount  previously  given  is  furnished,  which 
we  have  known  continued  without  interruption  (of  course  less 
in  winter  than  in  summer)  for  the  space  of  10  years. 
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It  is  not  expected  that  eveiy  father  can  be 
to  keep  a  cow  for  the  accomodation  of  his  child,  but  tf 
physicians  were  to  direct  the  attention  of  those  who  do  keep 
cows,  to  the  above  facts,  it  would  be  found  advantageous  to 
keep  the  spayed  instead  of  the  ordinary  animal,  and  the 
proprietors  or  milk  furnishing  daries,  would  readily  furnish 
the  supply,  if  the  demand  was  made.  The  facts  above  briefly 
stated,  we  think  of  sufficient  importance  to  claim  the  attenttoo 
of  every  medical  practitioner,  as  furnishing  him  the  means  <^ 
preventing  much  suffering  on  the  part  of  advanced  infancy 
and  saving  the  domestic  idol  in  the  circles  of  many  gratefm 
friends* 


Miasm  and  its  effects  on  the  Human  Organism*    By  C.  A. 
Hunt,  M.  D.,  of  Terra  Haute,  Ind. 

There  seems  to  be  nothing  more  evident  in  the  history  o' 
disease  and  the  phenomena  of  causation,  than  that  miasm  is 
the  product  ot  animal  or  vegetable  matter  in  some  stage 
of  putrefaction  and  decay.  This  opinion  has  become  such  an 
axium  in  philosophic  deduction  from  known  causes,  that  even 
the  unlettered  of  every  miasmatic  region  herald  the  same 
opinion,  made  up  and  confirmed  by  observations  unsolicited, 
yet  unpledged  and  unprejudiced  by  any  adhesions  of  profes- 
sional dogmas.  Beas^^n,  very  little  elevated  above  instinct, 
has  taught  the  inhabitants  of  those  districts  to  shun  those 
places  where  the  baneful  effects  of  such  infections  have  left 
their  marks  by  disease  and  death.  These  opinions  are  so  in* 
dellibly  fixed  upon  the  mind,  that  all  the  combined  strength 
of  authority  arrayed  against  them  could  not  produce  a  shadow 
of  conviction.  All  authority  in  the  profession,  and  out  of  it, 
have  noticed  certain  effects  from  the  emanation  of  certain 
gaseous  products  from  sewers  and  stagnant  pools — ^from 
marshes — from  privies — from  heaps  of  rubbish  and  stench  of 

J  putrefying  bodies — from  land  suddenly  ra  ised  by  alluvium— 
rom  dykes  and  gulches — from  humus  upturned  to  the  sun — 
from  clay  meadow  grounds  lefl  dry  by  evaporation — from  sands 
and  sandy  hillocks,  which  have  been  floated  from  the  main 
land,  holding  vegetable  deposits  in  among  them — from  canals 
suddenly  dramed,  and  milldams  overspreading  the  land,  around 
which  evaporation  and  decomposition  are  produced  by  heat 
of  sun  or  clima'.e.  These  evidences  and  their  causes  hive 
directed  the  mind  to  the  origin,  nature  and  effect  of  such  a 
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morbific  agent,  which  has  bean  foimd  emanating  from  these 
localities,  under  the  combined  auxiliaries  of  heat  and  moi»> 
tore.  Its  modus  operandi  upon  the  animal  organism  has  in 
turn  challenged  the  acumen  of  all  investigating  minds  from 
the  scfaoc^  of  physiology,  pathology  and  chemistry,  and  the 
different  gases  generated  from  all  matter  in  process  of  decay^ 
have  each  been  claimed  as  the  prolific  source  of  miasm. 
Caii)onic  acids  and  ammonia  are  the  most  common  products 
of  decay  in  the  open  air,  but  they  can  yield  no  such  pheno- 
mena in  the  human  system.  Carboretted  hydrogen  ana  phos*- 
Shuretted  hydroeen  have  no  generic  force.  Sulphuretted  hy- 
rogen  is  a  raj^aly  fatal  gas«  but  not  admissabk  into  the  lungs^ 
for  two  cubic  inches  would  destroy  life.  Salenuretted  hydro- 
gen is  but  little  generated,  and  so  readily  decomposed  by 
everything  that  attracts  its  hydroeen,  that  even  the  oxygen 
of  the  air  destroys  it.  Their  emcl  upon  the  system,  when 
admitted  to  the  lungs,  is  fatal  to  the  theory.  The  sulphuretted 
hydrogen,  in  volume  less  than  the  amount  causing  death, 
woulcfspend  its  effects  upon  the  lungs  or  nerves  of  the  larynx, 
causine  spasm  and  tendency  to  asphyxia ;  hence  its  wnole 
force  does  not  reach  the  economy,  out  is  confined  to  its  in- 
fluence upon  the  first  passages.  Now,  did  this  gas  enter  th* 
lungs  in  minute  quantities,  it  must  be  immediately  decom« 
posed  by  the  presence  of  peroxide  of  iron  or  chloride  of 
sodium.  The  salenuretted  hydrogen  must  share  the  same 
fate.  Its  presence  in  minute  quantities  causes  symptoms  of 
catarrh,  but  when  present  in  any  volume,  canses  asphjrxia. 
But  again,  could  it  be  introduced  into  the  circulation  for  a 
moment,  the  presence  of  oxygen  of  the  air  or  of  iron,  or  the 
chlorine  of  the  salt,  must  prevent  its  existence  there  for  any 
period ;  hence  it  could  not  fulfill  the  noticeable  protracted  ef- 
fects in  the  phenomenon  of  miasm.  Again,  these  gases  can 
only  prove  aeleterious  to  the  lungs,  for  when  introduced  into 
the  stomach  are  harmless,  and  cannot  afford  any  exhibition  of 
the  many  evils  which  result  from  the  introduction  intd  the 
stomach  of  foul  and  offensive  waters  known  to  proceed  from 
sewers  and  stagnant  reservoirs.  Hence,  they  possess  no  power 
to  create  disease,  and  no  area  of  inhabitiveness  to  contmue  it 
when  generated.  Nature  has  placed  a  sentinel  at  the  many 
inlets  to  the  system — the  lactael,  to  guard  the  introduction 
of  noxious  solids ;  the  larynx,  fo  prevent  the  inhalation  of  poi- 
sonous gases ;  and  the  skin,  to  prevent  absorption  of  poisonous 
matter  by^  contact ;  and  articles  only  which  do  not  irritate  the 
very  sensitive  safety  valves,  can  find  admission,  and  make  their 
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lingering  innovation  on  the  laws  of  life  and  function.  It  is 
trae  medicament  pass  into  the  circulation,  some  as  articles 
which  can  be  associated  with  elements  of  food  or  blood,  some 
by  the  permeability  of  membranes,  and  some  by  direct  appeal 
to  the  absorbent,  but  they  are  instigators  of  abnormal  action 
when  they  evade  the  natural  inlet.  In  the  course  of  decay 
and  putrefaction,  there  is  a  foeted  effluvia  dissipated  into  air^ 
having  the  peculiar  smell  of  matter  known  to  contain  nitrogen. 
This  18  found  in  animal  and  vegetable  decomposition,  and 
found,  too,  where  the  combustibles  are  not  wholly  consumed 
by  the  oxygen  present.  This  consumption  is  commenced 
under  a  certain  elevation  of  heat,  with  the  presence  of  mois- 
ture ;  and  it  has  been  found  that  the  disengagement  of  these 
elements  of  decay  are  sometimes  so  rapid  as  to  stop  even  the 
farther  process  or  decay  until  new  supplies  of  water  are  again 
added.  This  can  occur  where  the  gluten,  for  instance,  is 
rendered  insoluble,  and  often  forms  a  partition  between  the 
water  to  be  decomposed  and  the  particles  in  ferment,  or  the 
^  saccharine  matter  susceptible  of  further  impregnation ;  hence, 
a  new  dash  of  rain,  which  changes  their  relative  positions,  re- 
news the  vigor  of  decay.  By  evaporation,  the  products  thus 
disengaged  are  carried  into  air.  In  long,  dry  weather,  the 
miasnris  scarcely  conveyed  through  the  air,  jot  its  free  circu- 
lation must  depend  much  upon  the  presence  of  moisture  with 
which  it  is  condensed  and  associated,  and  upon  the  motion  of 
air  and  its  relative  density.  But  successive  rains  are  also  con- 
trary to  its  existence  in  the  air,  for  the  more  complete  conden- 
sation  and  weight  of  vapor  bears  it  to  the  earth  in  associatioa 
with  such  vapor.  Now,  if  the  combustibles  could  be  burned 
by  oxygen  as  in  process  of  fire,  then  definite  elements  would 
faie  formed  and  its  consumption  would  be  complete,  and  no 
miasm  could  be  generated,  while  nothing  would  remain  but 
salts  and  ashes  of  a  negative  fixed  nature.  If,  again,  the 
temperature  is  reduced  so  low  that  the  union  of  oxygen 
is  prevented,  or  decay  stopped,  no  miasm  can  again  ex* 
ist.  But  in  our  climate,  as  in  all  climates  where  from 
many  causes,  decay  and  putrefaction  can  obtain  as  natural 
phenomena,  and  when  plenty  awaits  the  agriculturist  on 
every  side,  and  when  the  conversion  of  organic  is  6uc« 
ceeded  by  inorganic  life,  no  finale  can  be  put  to  the  gene- 
ration of  miasm,  or  the  prevalence  of  zymotic  causation.  The 
green  matters  seen  floating  upon  pools  and  sloughs  during  the 
warm  season,  always  presage  this  unwelcome  plenipotent  to 
the  domestic  circle.    This  matter  coiisists  principally  of  the 
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nitrogenized  materials  of  decay,  rendered  insoluble,  and  found 
floating  upon  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  colored  by  the 
acids  generated  in  the  fermentative  process.  Again  we  see  a 
brown,  dirty  deposite,  floating  in  like  manner,  and  appearing, 
when  left  upon  the  ground,  as  an  alluvium  of  humus.  But 
this  is  generated  during  the  formation  and  disengagement  of 
ammonia  and  cyanogen,  and  is  also  rendered  insoluble,  and 
but  another  process  of  the  same  decay.  These  deposites,  al- 
though in  one  sta^e  of  decay,  yet  their  insolubility  in  the  pre* 
sent  stage  of  transition,  renders  them  insusceptible  of  further 
putrefaction,  until,  by  the  presence  of  alkahne  salts,  sugar, 
&c.,  farther  decay  begins,  and  in  this  particular  stage  cannot 
give  off  miasm,  though  they  are  a  visible  evidence  of  more 
complete  destruction  which  is  in  action  around  it,  and  which 
is  the  veritable  origin  of  that  agent.  These  deposites  are  so 
far  decayed,  that  when  taken  into  the  stomach  they  neither 
lose  their  deleterious  properties,  nor  are  restored  to  nutriment 
by  the  gastic  juce,  although  they  contain  elements  of  nutri- 
tion; hence  they  prove  poisonous  to  that  viscus,  and,  if  not 
ejected,  must  proauce  disease  as  an  irritant  undigested.  Cat- 
tle and  horses  have  in  many  instances  suffered  from  a  disease 
of  a  type  similar  to  those  of  the  human  family,  by  drinking 
such  semi-digested  matter,  more  especially  when  overheated, 
and  reduced  in  vital  force  by  excessive  exercise.  These  must 
ever  be  present  in  decay  of  vegetations — those  materials  which 
are  competent  to  continue  the  putrefaction — ^to  wit,  sugar, 
starch,  alkaline  carbonates,  &c.,  one  compelling  new  combi- 
nation, and  the  other  offerine  new  elements  of  union*  The 
gluten,  by  its  continued  oxidation,  forms  a  ferment  which, 
combining  with  the  elements  of  su^r,  &c.,  wi!l  continue  this 
modus  propigandi  to  the  end.  Hence  there  is  a  power  in 
nitrogenous  compounds,  under  certain  stages  of  decay,  to  lend 
their  progress  and  characteristics  to  other  atoms  in  contact, 
and  thus  preserve  their  own  nature  and  likeness  while  these 
atoms  exist  under  heat  and  moisture.  During  this  process  of 
decay,  which  occurs  in  animal  as  well  as  vegetable  matter 
constant  evaporation  goes  on,  and  the  particles  of  matter  which 
are  yet  unbumed,  and  without  specific  relations  or  combina- 
tions are  carried  into  the  air  with  the  particles  of  vapor  and 
constantlv  disipated,  and  thus  they  have  free  access  to  the 
lunss  and  must  continue  in  the  air  until  rains  or  fog  bear  them 
to  the  earth  again.  This  substance  is  not  gas,  out  liauified 
and  vaporized  tissues  broken  down  but  not  consumed,  and 
must  beiar  with  them  all  the  elements  of  decay.    Herei  while 
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we  thus  deplore  the  existence  of  such  a  deleterioos  agenti  we 
can  but  admire  the  beaut  j  of  such  an  economy  that  can  build 
and  destroy  with  the  same  simple  elements' — that  paits  of  de> 
struction  are  reconverted  into  restitution,  and  the  disorganised 
matter,  though  apparently  in  waste,  are  simply  transitory  ele- 
ments of  vegetable  life.  When  thus  drgsnized  into  vege- 
tables, they  are  prepared  food  for  animals,  and  step  by  step 
are  again  vitalized  through  higher  modifications,  to  ftilnll  the 
high  destiny  of  animal  existence.  Thus  the  proximate  elements 
of  life  are  in  continued  process  of  death  and  resurrection,  in» 
stigated  by  the  incomprehensible  trinity  of  Light,  Heat  and 
Electricity.  These  are  collateral  evidences  showing  that  thia 
is  the  morbific  agent.  The  pages  of  medical  history  are  re- 
plete with  instances  of  disease  from  decay  of  food — ^from  the 
use  of  water  from  well-known  wells,  into  which  sewers  are 
emptied  by  subterranean  inlet — sudden  entry  into  vaults  of  the 
dead — the  exhuming  of  bodies  from  graveyards — the  semi-de^ 
cayed bodies  of  dissectingroomsand  autopsies — taking  the  hide 
off  animals — convertionof  ofialls,  &c.— *all  these  have  given 
forcible  and  lamentable  evidences  of  the  nature  of  decaying  ni- 
troffeous  compounds.  The  only  difference  between  this  poison 
ana  that  introduced  through  air  andcalledmiasm,  is  the  one  be- 
ing introduced  directly  into  the  circulation  by  contact,  the  other 
by  a  more  attenuated  form  through  a  more  circuitous  route. 
And  no  wider  is  the  mode  of  intioduction  into  the  circulation, 
than  is  the  difference  in  effect  on  the  organism.  Such  is  its 
nature  in  both  cases  of  transmission,  propagation  and  potency, 
that  identity  will  attend  every  comparison. 

Action  on  tke  living  organism. — To  give  fuller  idea  of  its 
modus  operandi  upon  the  living  organism,  let  us  pass  over  the 
^ound  of  oxygenation.  The  oxygen  seems  to  be  admitted 
into  the  lunffs  for  two  general  purposes — ^the  production  of 
heat  and  final  elimination  of  effete  materials.  In  its  convey- 
ance to  the  capillaries,  it  becomes  necessarily  associated  with 
articles  which  do  not  attract  it  from  its  union  with  the  red 
^obules,  but  only  go  in  association  to  the  same  points  of  des- 
tination. Amonffst  these  are  those  materials  destined  for  the 
replenishment  of  lost  tissues — the  aliment  or  food  going  to  be 
assimilated, — ^this  appropriation  being  continually  required 
on  account  of  the  expenditures  suffered  by  locomotion  and 
forces  of  organic  life.  When  the  oxygen  is  thus  conveyed  to 
the  capillanes,  it  is  brought  in  contact  with  the  tissues  worn 
out  in  vitality,  and  ready  to  form  new  compounds  by  combus- 
tion with  oxygen.     This  change  of  tissues  seems  to  be  effected 
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ttBder  several  drcumstancea.  The  ozygea  required  in  the 
convertion  of  al  bumen  into  gelatin  and  their  depoaites,  seems 
to  be  derived  from  the  water  present,  while  the  oxygen  of  the 
red  globules  is  combining  with  the  parts  now  effete,  each  oc- 
ourriog  under  a  change  of  heat  ana  polarity.  This  pheno- 
menon of  heat  and  polarity  must  always  attend  the  convertion 
of  solids  to  liquids  and  liquids  to  solids.  This  must  have 
flsnch  to  do  in  vitalizing  and  qualifying  the  new  matter  of  the 
blood  for  assuming  the  exact  position  occupied  by  that  now 
effete,  and  likewise  has  much  to  do  in  the  re«arrangement  of 
the  inorganic  compounds.  The  oxygen  is  an  electro-negative 
affent,  omcious  in  such  a  motion.  This  rapid  transformation 
<M  tissues  m'ust  occur  more  rapidly  in  man  than  in  the  lower 
animals,  on  account  of  an  additional  use  of  force  in  intellect 
tual  exercise.  If  we  do  not  assume  that  a  polarity  attends 
tvecy  new  position  of  atom,  how  can  we  account  for  an  exact 
likeness  of  all  matter  in  reproduction  ?  Atoms  thrown  together 
Ia  wild  confusion,  cannot  fulfill  the  destiny  of  any  ora;aoic 
mass,  whose  office  ia  a  certain  direction  and  strength  of  force. 
Confusion  must  produce  weakness.  The  atoms  of  wood  and 
ifon,  when  reversed  or  placed  in  antagonism,  are  made  weak 
and  inefficient,  and  each  atom  becomes  elective,  and  is  at- 
tractive by  presenting  itself  as  the  exact  likeness  of  its  prede* 
oeesor  in  form  and  direction,  and  is  thus  made  cohesive.  If 
such  change  were  not  influenced  by  heat  and  electric  pheno- 
mena, the  oxygen  would  convert  the  tissues  into  ultimate 
atoms,  and  putrefactive  compounds  must  destroy  the  living. 
The  albumen  of  the  food  does  not  seem  to  get  its  oxygen 
from  the  blood  globules  in  the  lungs,  for  then  tlie  compounds 
of  living  parts  must  be  formed  in  the  blood  in  the  lungs,  and 
much  <H  the  phenomena  attending  deposit  and  waste,  such  as 
obange  of  heat,  &o.,  must  go  on  there  where  it  is  not 
seeded.  All  the  great  changea  of  functional  organic  life  are 
oonfined  to  the  minutest  tubes. 

These  few  remarks  will  better  open  the  channel  to  the  com- 
prehension of  miaamic  action.  These  aquatized  particles  of 
matter  being  inhaled  into  the  lungs  with  watery  vapor,  pass 
into  the  circulatioB  in  association  with  oixygen.  When  thus 
entering  the  circulaHon,  they  do  not  derange  the  blood,  nor 
does  the  blood  deetioy  their  nature.  The  blood  in  this  state 
ill.  the  aiterial  aystem  is  now  filled  with  new  food  and  newly 
fitaliEed  elementa  for  realoralion ;  and  these  are  competent  to 
fasisi  any  aadact#oa  by  any  such  agent,  froighted  with  aeedi 
tf  diiiwlMN^  aMLevoAtoreaist  Ibedeslmction  or  comhustiop 
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of  oxygen.  The  blood  has  no  power  in  like  manner  to  de- 
stroy it,  fur  it  is  itself  a  composition  of  the  same  materials, 
and  a  representative  of  the  same  tissues,  but  in  a  degraded 
form.  Hence,  while  itself  is  not  annihilated,  it  cannot  thas 
yield  disorganization  to  compounds  whose  dominion  is  higher, 
and  their  compound  more  perfect,  and  their  destiny  or»inic ; 
for  the  propagation  of  death  is  an  attribute  of  dying  bodies  to 
those  of  disorganized  nature.  Death  and  life  cannot  cohabit. 
Organic  and  morganic  compounds  cannot  harmonize,  while 
motion  and  rest  are  antagonistic  principles.  This  miasm,  then, 
being  carried  to  the  extremes  of  the  capillary  system  where 
oxygenation  begins — where  the  atoms  dL^e  being  constantly 
converted  into  inorganic  compounds — it  is  introduced  into  the 
association  of  atoms  of  its  own  sphere,  and  immediately  en- 
ters into  combination  with  these  disintegrated  atoms — not 
combining  in  such  a  way  as  to  form  a  chemical  compound, 
but  in  sucn  a  manner  as*  to  propagate  its  own  nature  to  the 
atoms  in  contact,  until  a  wide  ana  extended  infection  will  thus 
ensue.  The  tendency  of  such  an  infection  is  to  deerade  the 
atoms  rendered  effete,  or  such  particles  as  have  not  Been  well 
oxygenated  into  putrefaction  before  they  shall  come  to  the 
air.  This  must  occur  where  they  are  not  under  the  preserving 
influence  of  the  vis-vit«  of  the  blood  in  which  they  float ;  for 
although  this  matter  effete  is  in  a  state  of  deterioration,  they 
have  not  imparted  any  element  of  destruction  during  health  to 
the  blood  globules,  but  to  the  matter  conveyed  by  them. 
These  azotized  atoms  in  decay  are  contagious  in  themselves, 
and  give  a  force  of  disease  and  contagion  to  other  atoms,  and 
a  propulsive  motion  which  ends  only  in  the  extinction  of  the 
excitomotive  power.  The  well-known  principle  developed 
in  yeast  and  ferment  needs  no  rehearsal  here.  But  there  is  a 
distinction  well  marked  in  the  nature  of  miasm,  between  the 
azotized  and  non*azotized  matter,  which  cannot  be  overlooked. 
The  latter  or  non-azotized  matter  is  passive,  and  possess  no 
sui-generic  force,  and  cannot  become  a  miasm,  bat  is  the  sab> 
ject  of  disease  or  abnormal  transposition  during  the  period  6[ 
incubation,  or  during  that  period  while  it  is  the  recipient  of 
the  excitomotive  power.  Only  that  substance  can  become  a 
miasm,  which,  w  nen  created  by  decay,  has  power  to  transmit 
decay  to  inorganic  or  deteriorated  compounds,  while  itself 
shall  not  be  consumed  so  as  to  loose  its  ^neric  force.  We 
are  here  reminded  of  the  analogy  which  exists  between  matter 
thus  preserving  its  siiniliiode  during  propagation  through 
masses  semi-vitalised,  and  the  similitude  preserved  in  sonaJ 
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propagation  through  masi^es  higher  organized,  and  known  s 
flvinff  things.  We  see  the  non-azotized  atoms  becoming  the 
recipients  of  a  certain  generic  force,  conveyed  by  the  impreg- 
nation of  azotized  atoms  under  certain  stages  of  oxygenation, 
while  none  but  these  azotized  a'  oms  are  competent  to  such  a 
vital  propagation.  Now,  this  oxygenation  is  not  a  destroying 
but  a  reforming  process,  and  substances  burned  are  not  de. 
stroyed,  but  reformed  and  rebuilt.  During  this  stage  of  atomic 
impregnation  which  occurs  among  the  animal  tissues,  no 
doubt  animalcules  are  generated,  which,  in  abundance,  prove 
sources  of  disease.  The  same  phenomena  occur  in  the  ain 
Hence  we  see  a  type  of  the  sexes,  male  and  female,  perso- 
nated in  the  condition  of  contact  and  impregnation — propaga- 
tion of  likeness  and  symmetry,  and  of  the  si  me  generic  force 
and  relation,  and  the  same  characteristic  peculiarities — leaving 
us  to  admire  the  sublimest  beauties  of  generation  and  regene- 
ration, begun  in  the  animal,  continued  through  the  vegetable, 
and  perpetuated  through  the  ordinances  of  atomic  and  moles- 
cular  existence  from  life  to  life.  The  perpetuity  of  miasm 
cannot  obtain  as  the  identical  same  atom  first  introduced,  but 
must  cohabit  by  impregnating  other  proximate  atoms,  for  the 
effectual  powers  of  elimination  mast  very  soon  bear  off  the  ori- 

?inal  atoms  with  the  particles  of  secretion  and  excretion. 
)r,  could  it  occur  that  these  primitive  aioms  while  in  the  cir- 
culation should  be  restored  to  the  arterial  blood,  and  go  with 
the  muscle  and  fat  that  is  known  sometimes  to  be  reorganized 
and  reassimilated  in  cases  of  starvation,  then,  even  then,  they 
oould  not  become  identified  and  perpetuated  as  compatible 
matter,  unless  by  becoming  farther  oxygenized,  which  would 
completely  change  its  nature,  and  annihilate  it  as  an  aeent 
If  this  were  the  course,  the  system  must  always  be  tnum* 
phant  over  its  baneful  effects,  except  where  it  becomes  so 
concentrated  in  its  inception,  that  the  sentient  extremities  of 
nerves  succumb  to  the  charge  before  it  is  introduced  into  th« 
circulation.  But  inasmuch  as  we  find  the  same  abnormal  pe- 
culiarities  developed  from  time  to  time  on  persons  alike  cir* 
cumstanced,  and  inasmuch  as  we  see  persons  when  exposed 
to  malarious  regions,  as  laborers  or  travelers,  return  to  their 
homes  unaffected,  and  remain  so  for  many  months,  until,  by 
some  exciting  cause,  a  truly  miasmatic  and  zymotic  disease 
appears,  we  are  forced  to  conclude  that  a  miasmatic  agent 
holds  somewhere  in  the  system  a  dominion  and  a  life  of  inca- 
Imtion.  This  agent,  then,  can  only  exist  there  by  some  nidus 
through  which  its  own  likeness  and  the  likeness  of  its  fiisl 
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generic  force  can  be  propagated.  These  pecnliarities  can 
only  be  found  in  the  unbumed  oarticles  of  albuminoas  tissues 
of  the  aninial,  and  the  sugar  ana  saccharine  derivations  of  the 
vegetable  which  are  not  only  found  in  the  blood,  bat  are  ia 
constant  state  of  transposition.  These  stages  of  incnbatioii 
cannot  exist  longer  than  the  powers  of  the  system  cease  to 
maintain  their  normal  condition,  which  mast  necessarily  vary 
much,  according  to  predisposing  causes  and  to  the  ooncentra- 
tion  of  the  miasmic  force.  Hence  we  may  have  periods  of 
days,  months  and  years,  before  function  ana  structure  shall  bt 
materially  impaired.  But  again,  the  impress  of  miasm  is  not 
wholly  upon  tne  system  through  the  circulation,  for  numerous 
oases  occur,  and  instances  are  recorded — ^for  instance,  in  parts 
of  Italy — where  the  amount  of  miasm  collected  on  vegetation 
is  so  dense  that  sudden  inhalation  will  destroy  life.  Here  it 
cannot  reach  the  circulation,  and  thus  produce  such  sudden  rs- 
suits,  but  must  so  completely  fill  the  volume  of  the  lungs  at  the 
exclusion  of  oxygen,  that  death  occurs,  partly  by  a^hyxia,  and 
partly  by  the  impress  upon  the  piieumo-gastric  nerves.  The 
same  occurs  often  by  opening  vaults  ami  occult  recesses  of 
vegetable  and  animal  remains.  This  same  matter  in  a  fluid 
state,  placed  in  contact  with  living  flesh,  will  cause  the  same 
phenomena  by  absorption,  though  not  so  rapid  and  overwbelm- 
mg;  when  introduced  into  the  stomach  has  the  same  disor- 

Sanizing  tendency  as  is  evinced  by  the  consumption  of  putrid 
esh  and  putrid  water ;  and  in  the  albuminous  ingesta  ren*- 
dered  putrefactive  in  the  bowels  by  fermentation  during  const!- 
jNition.  Affain,  miasm  may  act  upon  the  nerves  through  the 
circulation  by  sudden  impress,  without  infecting  the  general 

2 stem,  for  when  received  with  the  particles  of  blood  as  a 
reign  material,  it  must  as  soon  find  contact  with  the  effete 
elements  of  nervous  matter  as  of  an^  other  tissue ;  hence 
nervous  phenomena  niay  be  first  in  line  of  causation— majr 
first  infect  the  atoms  identifying  any  other  tissue,  and  each  or 
either,  as  susceptibility  may  develop,  become  the  seat  of  dis- 
ease. We  find  the  nerves,  the  glands,  the  circulation  and  ab- 
sorbents, all  often  the  most  prominent  in  disease— -so  of  all 
the  roenobranes.  When  miasm  does  not  produce  these  sudden 
lesults  above  alluded  to,  but  on  the  contrarv,  is  found  to  in* 
kabtt  the  system,  we  often  see  the  system  become  derangedt 
through  the  channel  of  secondary  assimilation ;  and  the  liver^ 
which  gets  its  secretion  from  the  venous  blood  already  bMuring 
su>rbi&  viurs,  is  mostly  first  in  order  of  derangment  in  mias- 
matie  regions.    Where  miasm  observes  its  incnbetive  slaga^ 
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its  development  is  mostly  through  this  channel.  The  bile 
ceases  to  oe  eliminated ;  fat  ceases  to  be  formed ;  the  choles- 
trine  not  secreted ;  the  soda  is  withheld,  &c. ;  and  congestions, 
and  missecretions,  and  a  multitude  of  evils  are  developed,  as 
I  will  explain  hereafter.  We  are  here  reminded  of  the  fallacy 
of  fat  being  a  depurated  residium,  or  a  semi-organized  mate- 
rial, resulting  from  the  destruction  of  the  tissues.  Such  is  not 
only  incompatible  with  chemical  relations  of  animal  life,  but 
discordant  with  ph}r8iolog^.     In  every  derangement  of  the  he- 

Eatic  function,  enough  to  involve  the  increase  or  suspension  of 
ile,  we  find  the  fit  unformed,  and  that  already  deposited 
taken  up  and  reconverted  or  burned,  while  the  function  of 
the  kidneys  will  preserve  their  office  unchanged,  and  the 
relations  of  waste  and  repletion  suffer  no  impairment.  Hence 
persons  in  malarious  districts,  under  the  protracted  effects  of 
miasm  perpetuated  in  them,  will  lose  fat  and  become  spare, 
while  the  muscular  strength  is  maintained,  showins  the  powers 
of  waste  and  repletion  to  be  equalized.  Again,  we  may 
have  the  fat  wholly  reserved,  while  the  waste  of  tissues  will 
continue.  Take  cases  of  ^hus  and  typhoid  fevers,  where 
the  disease,  from  its  protracted  course,  places  the  patient  in  a 
prostrated  and  helpless  position,  with  continuous  waste  of 
muscle,  while  the  tat  remains  in  deposit  until  the  powers  of 
life  bej|;in  to  throw  off  the  incubus  of  disease,  and  then  con- 
sumption of  fat  b^ns,  and  that  is  a  welcome  period  to  the 
physician,  for  it  predicts  to  him  the  recuperative  enei^gies  of 
afe,  and  this  stage  of  disappearance  of  fat  from  the  cellular 
tissues  is  in  fact  at  the  crisis  and  beginning  of  convalescence. 
This  and  man^  other  circumstances  gp  to  show  that  the  for- 
mation, deposit,  and  consumption  of  tat  depend  upon  the  con- 
dition of  the  liver,  and  it  is  made  and  wasted  (independent  of 
exercise)  widi  the  vigor  or  imbecility  of  that  important  chy- 
lopoetic  organ. 

When  I  speak  of  the  liver  as  beine  in  the  route  of  mias- 
matic infection,  and  in  itself  as  oflering  causation  to  very 
many  of  our  diseases  incident  to  malarious  districts,  I  know 
I  tread  on  tender  ground.  The  prejudices  against  the  sound 
of  /toer,  as  a  focus  of  centralization  in  medical  phenomena,  is 
aa  repulsive  to  the  venders  of  medical  essays  in  Europe,  as 
water  is  in  hydrophobia,  and  almost  as  trismatic.  But  preju* 
dice  should  never  be  allowed  to  raise  the  standard  of  disci- 
pline  and  disaflfection,  while  the  great  lights  of  our  science 
point  us  backward  and  forward  to  observation  and  research. 
Very  much  error  creeps  into  our  science  by  an  emulation  for 
VOL.  XIV.— 36 
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classical  category ;  much  by  attenuated  sabdivisions  of  names 
to  represent — ^the  Lord  only  knows  what ;  much,  also,  by 
mistaKing  effect  of  disease  for  disease  itself;  much  by  mis- 
taking the  very  prominent  symptoms  of  disease  for  the  ^proxi- 
mate  conditioni  and  thus  the  appearances  plainl;^  manuested 
are  the  object  of  treatment,  while  the  pathology  is  unheeded. 
Who  would  content  himself  by  treating  convulsions  with  anti- 
spasmodics, without  finding  the  exciting  cause  ?    Who  would 
call  all  fevers  idiopathic,  and  treat  ague  for  its  nervous  pheno- 
mena, or  fever  for  its  elevation  of  temperature,  without  notic- 
ing the  pathological  causation  upon  which  these  things  ariae 
and  are  maintained?    Hence  the  secretions  may  not  be  no- 
ticed, and  the  liver  not  admitted  to  take  any  part  in  diseased 
action,  while  its  importance  in  the  healthy  economy  of  life 
is  paramount.    I  have  not  seen  a  disease  in  this  region  bat 
had  originated,  or  was  intimately  connected  with  the  liver 
either  curectly  or  remotely ;  and  why  it  is  so,  depends  upon 
an  agent  which  must  directly^  or  indirectly  influence  that  or- 
gan.   The  question,  then  arises,  how  can  miasm  affect  this 
organ?    It  may  be  by  nervous  contact  with  the  morbific  vi- 
rus through  the  circutation ;  it  may  be  by  its  ready  union  with 
the  disintegrated  atoms  of  that  oigan  thus  infecting  itself  first ; 
it  may  be  by  contact  of  the  effete  infected  atoms,  blending 
with  the  carbonaceous  atoms  destined  to  be  separated  by  that 
oi^n  in  secretion  of  bile ;  it  may  be  by  this  same  vims  so 
impairing  the  nerves,  associated  in  circulating  the  blood ; 
it  may  be  bv  impairing  the  absorbant  system  so  that  matters 
effete  which  should  &  eliminated  by  the  depurating  organs, 
are  left  as  foreign  matter  and  become  a  source  of  irritation. 
But  the  liver  is  a  secreting  and  excreting  functionary,  and  as 
much  depends  upon  the  ability  to  eliminate  what  is  produced 
as  to  secrete  from  the  blood  what  is  requisite  to  form  bile. 
Now  the  liver  cannot  be  said  to  be  a  waste-gate  alone,  whose 
importance  in  the  economy  would  in  that  case  be  as  the  kid- 
neys, but  it  no  doubt,  derives  manv  elements  from  the  arte- 
rial blood  of  its  own  circulation  which  are  officious  in  form- 
ing bUe,  and  convertion  of  starch  &c.,  and  soda  from  the  blood 
globules,  is  probabl]^  one  of  the  articles  thus  obtained.     A 
part  of  its  elaboration  seems  to  be  destined  for  respiration 
and  part  for  dissolving  food,  rendering  it  ci^ble  of  absorp* 
tion  and  assimilation ;  hence,  while  it  eliminates,  it  reprodu- 
ces; in  an  organ  so  oomplicated,  any  innovation  upon  its 
normal  function  by  whatever  cause,  mav  prospectively  or  re- 
trospectively  be  a  cause  of  disease.    Should  the  cholestiine 
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and  cholic  acid  be  formed,  and  no  salt  be  present  to  furnish 
soda,  healthy  bile  could  not  be  formed.     For  instance,  fat  or 
cholestrine  without  soda  would  appear  as  jelly-like  as  is 
found  in  flux  or  congestive  dysenteiy.    This  aI)ortive  effort 
at  bile  would  promote  disease.     If  the  acids  should  be  in  ex- 
cess by  supersecretion  or  absence  of  alkali,  it  would  produce 
similar  results,  but  manifested  by  different  symptoms.    Again, 
when  bile  is  deposited  in  the  gall  bladder,  and  by  any  cause 
not  discharged,  this  as  the  other,  may  react  and  meet  the 
freedom  of  the  portal  circulation.    A  series  of  combined  ac- 
tion which  may  attend  the  passage  of  infectious  particles  of 
matter  through  the  liver  as  mentioned  above,  may  cause  many 
features  of  derangement,  which,  by  re-acting  on  the  portal  circu- 
lation, must  produce  obstruction  to  the  blood  globules,  and 
matters  are  retained  in  the  system  which  should  find  egress  by 
the  kidneys,  skin  and  lungs.    This  matter  would  accumulate 
like  the  retrocession  of  perspiration,  and  add  to  the  causes  of 
disease.    Any  tendency  which  deranges  the  secreting  func- 
tions of  the  liver,  or  checks  the  circulation  through  its  sub- 
stance, either  venous  or  arterial,  must  result  in  torpidity  and 
engorgement  of  the  whole  portal  system,  and  our  congestions 
incident  to  the  miasmatic  regions  are  mainly  traceable  through 
this  channel.     Out  of  this  one  pathological  condition,  all  the 
zymotic  diseases  may  arise.    The  nerves,  when  alone  impli- 
cated, show  their  own  peculiar  type ;  when  the  nerves  and 
sanguineous  system  are  ooth  implicated,  fevers  and  inflamma- 
tions may  arise,  with  universal  oerangement  of  the  secretions. 
Thus  direct  or  remote,  we  may  have  nearly  all  diseases  from 
an  abnormal  chain  of  symptoms  through  this  line  of  causa- 
tion.   Again  this  maierias  morbij  by  deranging  the  secreting 
functions  of  the  liver,  will  necessarily  derange  its  excreting 

Erocess,  and  instead  of  healthy  billiary  evidences,  we  may 
nd  in  the  gall  bladder  deposites,  vitiated  by  ascidity  chemi- 
cally evolved,  or  vitiated  by  the  absorbents  abstracting  its 
most  eligible  compound ;  as,  for  instance,  the  alkaline  salts 
first,  next  the  matters  which  would  be  assimilated  with  the 
food  after  digestion,  leaving  a  residium  there  of  acid,  or  re- 
sinous conglomerated  matter,  which  becomes  in  its  incipient 
decay  as  aU  other  matter,  a  foreign  body  capable  of  reflecting 
much  irritation,  and  must  become  the  /errent  and  referrent  of 
much  diseased  action.  This  material  is  found  in  nearly  all 
our  malignant  diseases  upon  autopsies,  and  is  always  attended 
by  strong  portal  congestion. 
The  many  predisposing  causes,  and  some  of  the  exciting 
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^ich  favor  the  results  of  miasm  upoo  the  sjrstem,  furnish 
alike  collateral  evidences  of  the  identity  of  miasm  and  the 
acotyzed  elements  of  putrefaction,  as  well  as  its  modu$  pro- 
pagandi  through  the  organism.  One  great  remote  cause 
which  favors  its  development,  is  fatigue  oy  hard  labor,  long 
marching,  or  any  excessive  exercises  which  may  produce 

Sreat  waste  of  matter  in  disproportion  to  the  supply.     No  re- 
earsal  of  instances  need  here  be  quoted  to  substantiate  this 
as  a  causation,  for  our  medical  statistics  are  replete  with  un- 
deniable proofs.    In  proportion  as  the  disintegrated  atoms  of 
matter  caused  bv  waste  are  increased,  so  in  the  same  projior^ 
tion  are  the  vital  powers  lowered  by  consumption  of  vital 
force,  and  the  complete  convertion  of  food  to  the  tissues  is 
proportionally  impaired,  while  at  the  same  time  the  tissues 
already  wasting  are  less  effectually  oxygenated.     This  opens 
an  extended  source  of  deterioration  of  atoms.    The  great  ten- 
dency of  atoms  to  chan^  place  by  exercise^  cannot  hb  wholly 
by  the  amount  of  additional  oxygen  consumed  during  sum 
exertion,  for  the  inhalation  of  oxygen  cannot  always  be  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  exercise,  or  the  amount  of  expen- 
ditures of  force ;  for  in  hot  weather,  or  in  more  rarified  air, 
the  supplies  cannot  be  in  exact  proportion  to  the  demand,  and 
the  labor  of  respiration  is  not  a  phenomena  anticipating  exer* 
cise,  but  always  consecutive,  hence  oxygenation  may  oe  con- 
sidered the  result  of  demand,  and  not  the  impost  of  duties. 
The  amount  of  oxyeen  required  to  build  the  system  is  no 
doubt  mainly  derived  from  decomposition  of  fluid,  as  is  the 
case  in  v^etables,  while  the  oxygen  of  waste  is  received  from 
the  air.    Exercise  of  body  and  mind,  and  the  momentum  of 
organic  action,  must  be  the  great  cause  of  waste  and  expendi- 
ture.   This  process  destroys  the  competency  <^  atoms,  and 
their  peipetuity  of  function — changes  their  vital  energies,  g^ven 
to  them  on  deposit,  and  with  the  presence  of  oxygen  auspi- 
ciously furnished,  tiieir  polarity  and  cohesive  intimacy  is  de- 
stroyed, and  heat  is  ccMisumed  as  latent,  while  they  are  liqui- 
fied and  generated  during  the  time  they  are  chemically  re-ar- 
ranged.   Hence,  excessive  exercise  must  again  disproportion 
the  atoms  wasted  to  the  amount  oi  oiygen  consumed,  and 
much  effete  matter  must  be  left  only  PMtly  oxygenated  and 
unfit  for  the  new  componnd,  and  is  discnarged  from  the  sys- 
tem under  weak  affinities,  or  as  loose  and  unplec^ed  paitictes, 
existing  mudi  in  the  same  condition  as  the  atoms  before  re- 
ferred to,  generated  from  decomposing  substances  in  the  air^ 
and  dissipated  unbumed— the  only  dimrence  existing,  the  one 
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is  in  a  putrefied  and  fermentative  state,  while  the  other  is  pre- 
served uy  the  antiseptic  powers  of  a  vitalized  medium,  but  is 
ever  capable  of  being  infected  by  such  atomsputrefactive, 
while  tney  both  exist  as  inorganic  elements.  The  existence 
of  such  unbumed  atoms  is  not  hypothetical,  for  late  physiolo- 
gical researches  have  detected  them  in  respiration,  thrown  out 
with  the  carbonaseous  materials,  and  often  appearing  in  the 
breath,  foul  and  foetid,  showing  them  to  be  unoxygenated,  and 
turning  to  putrefaction.  The  amount  detected  seems  to  have 
been  in  proportion  of  about  3  parts  to  1000.     Further  investi- 

Btion  will  undoubtedly  find  them,  especially  after  excessive 
bor,  in  other  excretions,  and  probably  in  secretions.  This 
excessive  exercise  becomes  a  fruitful  source  of  disease  by  of- 
fering more  atoms  for  infection,  and  extending  the  area  of 
causation,  while  the  systemic  power  of  resistance  to  disease 
is  less  efficient  by  the  same  disproportion  of  waste  and  reple- 
tion. Miasm,  as  thus  characterized,  cannot  become  a  medi- 
cament. Medicines  must  act — first  by  instituting  new  actions, 
and  thus  deflecting  the  direction  of  morbific  force ;  second,  by 
benumbing  and  deadening  the  new  impression  set  up  and 
made  excessive  (constituting  pain),  and  tnus  ^ving  nature  a 
chance  of  supremacy ;  third,  must  act  by  substituting  new  ele- 
ments of  combination  in  the  sphere,  and  in  the  place  of  diseas- 
ed action  now  begun.  The  first  and  second  action  of  reme- 
dies is  transferred  through  the  nerves,  and  the  third  through 
the  circulation.  Now  life  is  a  lineal  concert  of  force  preai- 
cated  on  a  compromising  economy  of  givingand  receiving  har- 
monious action,  pro|>elled  into  pnenomena  oy  chemical  trans- 
position, and  maintained  in  drculation  by  magneto-vital  re- 
strictions. Now  any  agent  whose  policy  is  to  derange  and 
destroy  such  a  dispensation,  must  favor  dissolution  through 
certain  links  of  abnormal  phenomena  denominated  disease. 
Miasm  is  thus  a  great  source  of  such  results,  for  it  is  capable 
of  being  obtruded  into  the  economy  under  the  sarb  of  animal 
composition,  and  not  detected  as  vicious,  until  by  contact  with 
some  of  the  living  tissues,  when,  instead  of  living  on  friendly 
terms  with  the  elements  of  life,  it  imposes  a  force  of  decay  to 
atoms,  tending  to  antagonism,  to  disease  and  death.  Its  po- 
tential direction  would  be  to  perpetuate  death,  if  life  and  death 
could  be  so  convinced  as  to  maintain  an  equipoised  dominion. 
Miasm  cannot  set  up  any  force  which  coula  eliminate  itself, 
nor  can  it  be  rendered  powerless,  except  by  force  of  assimila- 
tion or  integrity  of  function.  Now,  remedies  are  an  institu- 
tion to  modify  and  change  its  results  and  developments.    If 
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It  should  become  assimilated,  as  may  occur  by  further  oxy* 
genatioD,  its  nature  must  be  wholly  destroyed,  and  its  exist- 
ence as  a  medicament  entirely  suspended.  Such  is  the  nature 
of  unoxygenated  azotyzed  matter,  combining  such  peculiari- 
ties and  relations  to  the  system  as  is  found  in  no  other  material 
in  nature. 

Another  specific  source  of  infection  and  of  zymotic  disease 
is  found  in  animal  exhalations.  Here  miasm  is  in  more  di- 
rect relation,  and  when  we  can  recognise  it  by  our  senses, 
and  is  no  other  than  unbumed  animal  matter.  In  every  labo- 
r3mth  of  animal  organization,  and  in  every  vicissitude  of 
transposition,  some  matter  is  evolved  which  could  not  be  ap- 
propriated ;  in  the  breath,  in  the  perspiration,  in  the  fseces,  in 
the  urine,  in  the  saliva,  which,  under  certain  circumstances 
and  in  certain  diseases,  and  through  a  propagation  of  a  certain 
specific  force  may  become  infectious  by  contact,  just  as  the 
miasm  before  alluded  to,  through  the  lungs,  through  the  sto- 
mach, or  directly  by  the  circulation.  There  can  be  but  this 
difference  between  miasm  transmitted  through  the  air  and  miasm 
communicated  by  contact,  or  virus  of  contae^ions.  The  latter 
after  traversing  the  system,  is  found  to  spend  its  force  upon  the 
atomsofcertam  tissues,  often  destroys  in  its  ravages  tne  ma- 
trix in  which  it  is  conceived,  and  leavine  at  the  same  time  an 
escar  or  degraded  lamilla,  which  defenas  that  tissue  from  its 
after  invasions.  In  the  former  no  protection  is  instituted ;  now 
if  this  virus  or  miasm  attacked  the  atoms  of  the  system  indis- 
criminately as  is  the  case,  in  typhus  fevers,  puerperal  periton- 
itis, eiysipelas,  &c.  then  the  vems  could  not  always  identify 
its  peculiar  type  of  disease  on  the  system,  but  would  often  be 
governed  by  the  integrity  of  function  and  structure,  and  when 
introduced  must  frequently  be  so  disseminated  in  every  part 
that  it  may  produce  various  shades  of  disease  or  no  disease  at 
all,  and  must  appear  nothing  more  or  less  than  miasms  of  en- 
demic and  epidemic  character.  Again  the  same  contagons 
virus  when  transmitted  through  the  air,  loses  much  of  its  vi- 
rulence, and  is  disposed  to  assume  an  epidemic  t]rpe,  if  the 
tissues  are  cicatrised  against  the  invasion  of  that  particular 
contaeion,  the  same  virus  or  miasm  will  become  modified 
and  often  appear  in  another  disease ;  for  instance,  the  virus  of 
scarlatina  and  measels,  will  assume  either  form  when  intro- 
duced from  the  air,  as  organic  life  may  develop  in  the  system 
of  those  when  effectually  guarded  against  either.  The  same 
virus  or  miasm  will  find  often  a  development  in  catarrh,  or  by 
a  check  on  transpiratory  secretion,  a  fever  by  conceit  of  action 


Hunt  on  Maasm.  «        649 

or  by  development  of  lithic  acid,  &c.,  neuralgia  and  rheuma- 
tic affections  take  the  place,  &c.  Hence  this  virus  thus  be- 
coming a  miasm,  becomes  at  the  same  time  the  existing  cause 
to  other  affections.  Contagions  and  epidemics  often  prevail  in 
either  character  in  different  places  at  the  same  timcyand  their 
cause,  which  is  remotely  identical,  is  variously  developed,  and 
cholera  often  appears  in  either  t)rpe.  Cholera,  too,  is  modified 
into  flux  and  cnolera  morbus,  by  variation  of  constitution,  by 
different  exciting  causes,  or  by  modification  of  miasm  of  the 
endemic  peculiarity,  for  the  endemic  diseases  seldom  prevail, 
during  cholera  visitation,  but  are  merged  into  one  and  the  same 
thing.  Several  circumstances  seem  to  modify  the  character 
of  nuasm  and  its  development,  to  wit :  its  origin,  whether  ani- 
mal or  vegetable,  or  both,  (the  contagions  being  of  animal 
origin) — the  nature  of  the  exciting  causes,  the  intemty  of 
function  and  structure,  the  vigor  of  vital  action  which  depends 
much  on  heat  and  cold,  electricity,  and  wet  and  dryness  of  the 
seasons,  &c.,  the  mode  of  introduction,  and  degree  of  conden- 
sation and  volume.  As  regards  the  virus  of  contagion.  Prof. 
Liebig  compares  it  to  yeast  and  ferment,  or  yeast  which  en- 
genders a  peculiar  generic  force,  and  expires  during  its  own 
propagation,  except  there  be  present  a  matrix  in  which  its  na- 
ture is  imbibed  and  perpetuated,  as  sugar.  But  the  compari- 
son is  not  satisfactory,  for  if  the  virus  expired  as  veast  ooes, 
during  impregnation,  the  tissues  could  be  said  to  be  wanting 
another  particle  of  virus  only  to  refresh  the  process,  and  so  on 
as  often  as  new  virus  or  yeast  power  is  applied.  Now  it  is 
the  case  on  the  introduction  of  fresh  virus  by  inoculation  and 
otherwise,  that  no  new  developments  arise ;  nence  the  particle 
does  not  arise  from  death  of  the  present  force,  as  in  yeast,  but 
the  destruction  of  the  matrix  in  which  conception  occurred. 
Then  contagion  finds  development  in  particular  tissues,  hence 
the  invasion  of  these  tissues  would  always  imprint  the  same 
disease,  and  the  virus,  as  often  as  renewed,  must  produce  the 
same  thing,  if  impregnation  were  not  prevented.  The  skin 
above  all  other  tissues  seems  to  be  subject  to  the  forma- 
tion of  cicatrix,  which  becomes  afterwards  impervious  to 
the  same  disease.  For  instance,  boils  leave  a  cicatrix  which 
ever  after  prevents  the  second  occurrence  of  the  same  thing, 
and  if  the  perifery  of  the  body  were  covered  by  cicatrix  of  the 
same  kind,  no  boils  could  ever  after  be  developed.  This  is 
the  case  in  small  pox  and  other  contarion  which  assume  the 
nature  of  congestive  inflammation  of  tne  dermis.  They  set 
np  disease  in  that  tissue,  and  in  small  pox  especially  the  in* 
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flammation  follows  the  cone  shaped  follicles  of  the  derini% 
relieving  its  inflammation  by  pustulation,  while  at  the  same 
time  the  disease  affects  the  whole  dermis  and  its  lamellated 
cicatrix  is  complete  and  entire.  Scarlatina  and  reubeola  affect 
the  same  tissue,  but  are  relieved  in  a  different  manner,  though 
ondoutedly  leaving  the  same  character  of  cicatrix,  for  they  are 
likewise  a  congestive  inflammation.  Now  the  matrix  in 
which  they  are  conceived  must  be  the  effete  atoms  of  this 
tissue,  whose  displacement  is  prevented  at  the  time  of  the  in- 
fection and  during  incubation  and  projgressive  action.  Such 
an  infection  must  stop  the  course  ofsupply and  waste  of 
Uiis  tissue,  hence  the  effete  atoms  act  as  an  irritant  and  a 
matrix  in  which,  and  throueh  which,  the  disease  is  propagated 
and  extended  to  atoms  of  the  vital  parts.  Now  it  this  vims 
affected  the  vitalized  tissues  by  the  contact  of  its  matter,  in- 
stead of  the  effete  atoms,  then  it  must  act  as  an  escarotic 
and  could  in  no  wise  propigate  itself.  Again  the  vims  in  that 
case,  and  the  nutrient  particles,  and  the  elements  of  destruction 
and  restitution  must  be  co-equal  and  co-extensive,  which  is 
impossible.  Whv  it  is  the  nature  of  certainvirus  to  affect  cer* 
tain  tissues,  and  u>r  certain  tissues  to  develop  certain  diseases, 
or  why  miasm  can  set  up  a  disease  in  various  parts,  in  vari- 
ous seasons,  and  under  various  circumstances,  or  why  arsenic 
affects  the  stomach,  and  murcury  the  parotid  glands,  or  why  the 
tissues  show  their  special  predeliction  for  (^icular  materials 
of  nutrition,  are  all  equally  inexplicable.  The  precise  na- 
ture of  cicatrixes,  their  degree  of  vitality,  following  diseases, 
and  the  relations  they  bear  in  tissues,  to  the  tissues  them- 
selves, is  not  fully  explained,  but  they  seem  to  be  an  effort 
of  nature  to  restore  a  oiseased  tissue,  which  results  in  a  caca- 
plastic  deposite  of  condensed  and  deteriorated  texture  incapaci- 
ated  for  j^enuine  normal  function.  They  ffenerally  occur  under 
forms  of  disease  tending  to  destruction  of  the  atomic  relations, 
for  instance  congestions  and  inflammation.  Another  fruit- 
ful source  of  miasmatic  development  is  intemperance  in  all 
things,  establishing  disproportion  of  supply  and  waste  and  over- 
taxing organs  engaged  in  disestion  and  assimilation,  and  most 
especially  is  intemperance  by  use  of  alcoholic  poti^ons  pro- 
ductive of  zymotic  results.  In  the  chemical  relation  by  di- 
vertiag  the  course  of  oxysen  from  the  purposes  of  consump- 
tion and  waste,  no  doubt  it  retards  tne  decomposition  of 
water  whose  oxygen  is  destined  for  assimilation.  On  account 
of  thus  obstructing  oxygenation,  but  fiit  often  becomes  a  result 
of  such  a  process  when  reduced  to  habit.  Phisiologically,it  is  a 


Hunt  on  Miam.  661 

source  of  disease  by  sudden  elevation  and  corresponding  de- 
pression of  vital  force,  known  by  exhiliration  and  exhaustion. 
Without  entering  more  in  detail  upon  causation,  we  find 
all  causes,  as  enumerated  in  medical  records,cooperatives  with 
miasms,  thus  designated,  and  if  repeated  here  would  give  in- 
definate  length  to  an  article,  confirmative  only  of  the  same 
thing.  These  few  condensed  remarks  fulfil  my  present  ob- 
ject. I  designed  to  offer  new  food  for  thought  and  investiga- 
tion, and  as  far  as  present  knowledge  extends,to  show  the  nature 
of  miasm,  its  relation  to  vrius  of  conta^ous  and  this  modus  ope- 
randi on  the  living  economy,  their  identity  with  the  unoxy- 
genated  azotized  atoms  of  animal  and  ve^table  matter  in  de- 
cay, their  antagonism  to  the  living  atoms  in  state  or  elevation. 
That  they  do  invade  the  system,  and  come  into  intimate  re- 
lation with  every  function  and  structure,  and  in  every  possible 
direction  may  subvert  the  laws  of  life  and  contribute  through 
innumerable  avenues  to  every  shade  of  disease.  In  thus  char- 
acterizing the  miasm  as  a  poison,  detrimental  to  our  or^nism, 
we  might  further  identify  it  in  its  natural  and  harmonious  re- 
lations to  lower  organic  life.  Now,  while  it  tends  to  tear 
down  the  highest  perfection  of  organic  existence  (found  in 
man)  it  tends  to  elevate  the  lowest  or^nic  life  in  the  shape 
of  larva  and  vegetation,  by  bringing  into  play,  forces  which 
end  only  in  new  form  and  new  life;  for  instance  by  further 
combining  with  oxysen  this  miasm  is  coverted  into  carbonic 
acid,  water  or  amoma  and  becomes  food  for  plants.  These 
again,  are  farther  vitalized  by  higher  organic  relations  and 
become  the  food  and  tissues  again  of  animals.  Thus,  in 
breaking  down  intellect,  it  raises  up  instinct,  and  is  a  power- 
ful a^nt  in  producing  change  of  ^rm  and  place,  by  its  own 
genenc  force  and  the  employment  of  matter,  whicn  has  ca- 
pacity to  receive  its  force,  to  conceive  anew  and  perpetuate  the 
same.  Thus,  while  we  see  around  us,  '^systems  on  systems 
wrecked,  and  worlds  on  worlds,"  we  see  again  by  invisible 
agencies,  atoms  returning  from  corruption  into  systems,  and 
systems  into  worlds;  who,  then,  seeing  the  order  of  natural 
law,  can  arrogate  to  himself  the  presumptive  exclamation 
that  '^seas  roll  to  wafl  me,  suns  to  light  me  rise,"  &c.,  while 
on  every  side,  agents  are  waiting  to  humiliate  intellect,  to 
humble  simplicity  andrear  putrid  atoms  to  boasted  intelligence. 
These  reflections  but  revert  us  to  that  creative  force  which 
'^lives  through  all  life,  and  extends  through  all  extent." 
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Hemorrhage  df  the  Navel.    By  Willabd  Gaob. 

Called  to  see  a  case  of  unbilical  hemorrhage,  patient  four- 
teen days  old;  case  occurred  as  follows : 

At  the  birth  of  an  infant,  the  funis  was  tightened  one  inch 
and  a  half  from  the  abdomen,  and  in  eight  days  it  came  o^ 
leaving  a  flabby,  whitish  appearance  of  the  surface  where  the 
connection  was,  and  around  it,  of  three  quarters  of  an  inch  in 
diameter.  This  surface  soon  commenced  oozing  out  a  sani* 
ous  fluid,  which  deepened  into  a  percolating  hemorrhage  in 
forty  eight  hours,  baffling  all  effort  to  arrest  it.  Styptics  and 
compresses  were  persevered  in  four  days  longer  witnout  any 

Eermanent  success ;  at  this  time  I  saw  the  case  and  heard  a 
istory  of  it,  and  instituted  the  following  simple  treatment : 
After  removing  the  dressing  and  bathing  the  part  with  water 
at  a  temperature  of  80  ^  or  86  <^  Fr.,  an  instrument  known 
to  the  ladies  as  a  ^op  thimble  or  closed  thimble  was  applied 
upon  the  al)domen,  tne  concavity  of  the  thimble  towara  the 
aodomen,  the  rim  encircling  the  bleeding  surface.  This  was 
retained  in  its  place  by  a  bandage  arouna  the  abdomen.  The 
thimble  was  soon  filled,  then  thehomorrhage  ceased.  A  firm 
clot  was  formed  within  the  thimble,  and  that  was  soon  thrown 
off'bya  substantial  cacatrix. 

Dewees,  Meigs,  Condie  and  others,  speak  of  this  kind  of 
hemorrhage  as  extremely  difficult  to  manage,  usualhr  fatal; 
so  if  I  direct  a  single  successful  effort  in  the  hour  of  peril  I 
am  amply  paid. 


Letter  from  Dublin. 

DuBLin,  July  28th,  1863 

There  are  (juite  a  number  of  hospitals  in  Dublin,  some  of 
which  are  quite  extensive,  and  aflTora  a  most  excellent  oppor- 
tomty  of  investigating  many  important  and  interesting  cases, 
both  in  medicine  and  surgery.  Mr.  Cusack  ^he  elder,  is  at 
present,  the  great  general  operator;  although  there  are 
others,  as  Mr.  Wilde,  who  op|erate  a  great  deal  upon  the  eye 
and  ear — who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  certain  de* 
^ents  of  surgery. 
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But,  I  find  it  is  here  just  as  it  is  with  us,  they  attend  to  all 
kinds  of  cases — almost  without  exception-*— and  they  have 
not  been  able  to  separate  surgery  from  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine.   They  are  inseparable^  and  it  is  folly  to  attempt  it. 

There  is  a  Mr.  Adams  here,  who  is  truly  an  interesting 
man,  not  much  known  abroad  I  believe,  but  deservedly  in 
very  high  standing  at  home,  who  is  publishing  a  work  on  the 
diseases  and  injunes  of  the  bones,  which,  judging  from  what 
I  have  seen  of'^  the  specimens  he  has  coflected,  must  be  of 
ereat  interest  to  the  profession  in  our  country.  He  settles, 
definitely  in  the  affirmative,  any  doubts  there  may  have  been 
as  to  whether  fracture  of  the  cervix  femoris,  within  the  cap- 
sular ligament,  unites  by  bony  tissue*  He  has  specimens  de» 
monstrative  of  this  and  very  many  other  important  cases, 
such  as  intra  uterine  dislocations,  wonderful  hypertrophy, 
bones  bent  without  being  fractured,  great  change  oi  structure, 
caused  by  chronic  rheumatism,  hitherto  unknown,  and  many 
other  interesting  and  important  morbid  changes,  not  hereto- 
fore described.  Every  physician  should  get  his  book,  which 
I  think  will  be  neither  large  nor  expensive,  so  soon  as  it  is 
published,  which  I  understand  is  to  be  this  winter.  Mr. 
Adams  name  will  certainly  be  handed  down  to  posterity. 

And  there  is  a  book  just  published  here,  ana  in  London, 
by  Mr.  Wilde,  on  aural  surgery,  which,  I  hope  will  be  im- 
mediately reprinted,  and  widely  circulated  in  America, 
where  the  diseases  of  the  ear  are  so  lamentably  neglected, 
and  so  imperfectly  understood.  I  have  seen  him  demostrate, 
and  treat  diseases  and  conditions  of  the  ear,  which  I  have 
never  before  met  with  or  seen  described ;  and  if  I  had  met 
them  I  should  not  have  understood  them :  I  have  examined 
his  book  in  part,  and  consider  it  a  valuable  contribution ;  Mr. 
Wilde,  in  company  I  believe  with  Sir.  Henry  Marsh,  has  a 
large  Opthalmic  Institute,  where  the  eye  and  ear  are  exclu- 
sively treated ;  on  yesterday,  I  think  there  must  have  been 
fifty  new  cases,  and  there  are  as  many  in  the  hospital  as  can 
be  accommodated ;  Dr.  Wilde  has  quite  a  number  of  pupils, 
amonest  whom  are  Americans  and  Oermans,  as  well  as  Irish 
and  English,  Americans  who  desire  to  study  the  surgery  of 
the  eye  fftdaUyj  should  never  pass  him  by. 

They  use  chloroform  with  great  fear  and  trembling,  and 
acknowledge,  that  they  don't  know  when  it  may  destroy 
life ;  that  it  is  liable  to  do  so  in  any  case,  some  of  them 
think  of  abandoning  it. 

This  morning,  at  St.  Stephen's  Hospital,  I  have  seen  Mr* 
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Wilmot,  a  very  youne  man,  the  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Ciuack, 
operate  for  stone  in  the  blaidder,  in  a  child ;  chloroform  was 
used;  the  section  of  the  perineum  was  made  with  a  scalpel,  and 
with  the  same  instrument  the  urethra  was  opened ;  the 
probe-pointed  bistoury  was  then  intpoduced,  and  passed  into 
the  bladder ;  the  director  being  at  the  same  time  withdrawn ; 
the  fore-finger  of  the  left  hand  was  then  passed  into  the  blad- 
der along  the  back  of  the  bistoury,  the  bistoury  was  then  simp- 
ly withdrawn,  the  forcep  introduced,  and  the  stone  the  size 
of  a  pigeon's  egg  removed ;  vthere  was  no  hemorrhage  ;  the 
chloro&rm  pro&ced  involuntary  action  of  the  bowels  and 
bladder,  with  protrusion  of  the  rectum,  which  was  held  aside 
by  an  assistant.  The  operation  was  performed  very  hand- 
somely, and  in  a  very  short  time. 

To-^lay,  I  liave  also  seen  pressure  applied  for  the  cure  of 
poplitteal  aneurism,  by  Mr.  Fleming,  one  of  the  surgeons  to 
Richmond  Hospital ;  the  instrument  used  was  a  hali  ^circle, 
with  a  pad  and  screw ;  to  be  alternated  when  the  pressure  be- 
comes painful,  by  a  weight,  with  a  soft  pad  upon  the  end  of 
it,  weighing  six  or  seven  pounds ;  the  pressure  is  at  first  made 
about  the  upper  third  of  tne  thigh ;  the  weight  will  be  applied 
to  the  artery  when  it  passes  over  the  pubis,  when  the  pad  be- 
comes irksome. 

The  Irish  surgeons,  as  you  are  aware,  have  been  very  sue- 
cessftil  in  the  treatment  aneurisms,  upon  this  principle ;  espe- 
cially Mr.  Bellingham ;  however,  it  is  but  tne  revival  of  an 
old  practice ;  Mr.  Bellingham  has  been  very  persevering  in 
establishing  the  practice,  and  as  I  think,  deserves  great  credit 
for  it.  Br.  Hutton  was  the  first  in  this  city  to  establish  the 
practice  on  a  firm  basis. 

Amon^  the  many  hundreds  of  patients  I  see  in  the  diffe- 
rent hospitals  here,  not  one  of  them  pays  a  penny,  nor  do  the 
majority  of  the  surgeons  or  physicians  receive  any  remunera- 
tion from  any  source.  It  is  certainly  true,  that  there  is  no 
class  of  men  upon  earth,  who  perform  as  much  labor  gratis, 
as  the  surgeon  and  physician;  the  lawyer  must  have  his 
fee,  and  the  minister  his  salary  ;  but  the  poor  doctor  has  to 
perform  the  hardest  and  most  disagreeable  part  of  his  work 
for  nothing. 

Since  the  death  of  the  lamented  Dr.  Graves,  who  belonged 
to  the  world  at  large,  rather  than  any  one  country  or  city.  Dr. 
Stokes  is  the  great  physician  here  ;  but  it  is  due  to  Sir  Henry 
Marsh  to  say,  that  in  Ireland  no  man  stands  higher  than  he. 
Ih  general  sni^iy,  Sir.  Philip  Crampton's  reputation  is,  I 
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believe,  unrivaled ;  he  is  now  over  80  yean  of  age,  yet,  still 
active  in  the  profession.  He  is  the  father  of  the  present  Eng- 
lish minister  at  Washington.  The  l^ing-in  hospital,  is  one 
of  the  largest,  finest  and  most  useful  institutions  in  Dublin. 
An  American  pupil,  who  resides  in  the  house,  and  who  has 
seen  London  and  Paris,  thinks  there  is  not  such  another  hos- 

Sital  of  the  kind  in  Europe,  they  average  nearly  five  thousand 
eliveries  annually.  This  gentleman  who  graduated  before 
he  left  home,  thinks  that  all  Americans  who  come  abroad  to 
study  the  diseases  of  females,  or  the  diseases  of  the  eye  and 
ear,  should  by  all  means  spend  a  part  of  the  summer  here. 
It  is  certainly,  eool  enoueh  for  the  warmest  of  temperaments, 
Mid  is  proverbially  healthy. 

I  have  just  witnessed  two  operations  for  cataract,  by  Dr. 
Jacobs  witn  his  number  7  cambric  needle,  through  the  cor- 
ner ;  one  of  his  cases  was  soft,  as  they  nearly  all  are  in  chil- 
dren and  young  persons ;  the  other  in  an  old  person,  was 
hard ;  the  nrst  he  lacerated  very  freely,  the  latter  be  depress* 
ed.  Some  how  or  other,  Mr.  Wilde  manages  to  have  fifty 
patients  to  his  one. 

It  is  a  curious  fact,  and  speaks  well  for  this  intelligence  of 
the  Irish,  that  no  species  of  quackery,  not  even  that  worst 
and  most  insidious  form  of  it,  homoeopathy,  has  ever  prevailed 
or  flourished  to  any  extent.  They  place  homcBopatnists  just 
where  I  have  ever  placed  them,  m  the  same  catagory  with 
**  water  doctors  '*  ^^  spirit  rappers  "  and  *<  mesmerisers.  " 
And  they  assure  me  here,  that  in  England,  where  the  nobility 
at  one  time  seemed  disposed  to  patronize  the  scoundrels, 
this  ereat  imposture  is  rapidly  on  the  wane.  But  it  must 
like  all  other  morbid  excrescences,  go  through  the  different 
stages  of  rise,  acme  and  decline,  aiid  it  will  as  surely  have  a 
fatal  termination  as  cancer  or  fungus  hsmatodes,  very  proba- 
bly something  equally  absurd  wiU  take  its  place  ;  therefore, 
we  need  not  concern  ourselves  much,  whether  this  or  that 
form  of  charlatanry  is  prevalent.  One  thing  I  always  have 
done,  and  expect  ever  to  continue  to  do;  namely,  when 
my  opinion  is  asked  as  to  the  merits  of  homoeopathy  or 
**  water  doctorism,"  to  express  it  freely,  and  severely  let  the 
practitioners  of  these  different  impostures  alone,  as  I  would 
any  other  nuisance,  which  would  only  become  more  offensive 
by  beins;  disturbed. 

But,  f  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that  pure  medical  science 
was  never  more  progressive  than  it  is  this  day,  both  in  Europe 
uid  in  our  own  nappy  country.    There  is  a  host  of  the  bes 
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educated,  most  enlightened,  and  most  powerful  minds  as 
work  in  the  investi^ion  of  the  science,  in  all  its  bearing, 
that  have  ever  engaged  in  any  pursuit.  The  result  is  not  doubt- 
ful ;  re^Iar  medical  science  will,  as  it  does,  triumph  over  all 
opposition ;  and  the  more  numerous  the  obstacles  thrown  in 
its  way,  the  greater  will  be  the  triumph,  the  greater  will  be 
the  developement,  the  brighter  it  will  shine,  when  all  the 
isms  of  the  day  shall  have  been  buried  in  oblivion. 

There  is  undoubtedly,  a  great  advantage  in  having  a  laige 
number  of  hospitals,  as  they  have  in  Dublin.  They  stima- 
late  each  other  to  improvement,  each  one  tries  to  make  the 
best  and  largest  number  of  cures ;  there  is  a  much  larger  num- 
ber of  the  sfflicted  poor  attended  to  ;  the  surgeons  anid  physi- 
cians try  to  excell  each  other  in  teaching  their  arts  to  young 
men ;  and  in  place  of  having  one  or  two  eminent  practitioners, 
they  have  probably  a  quarter  of  a  hundred. 

Nor  is  Dublin  without  her  organic  chemist ;  one  of  the 
most  intelligent  and  clever  men  I  have  met  here,  is  Dr.  Al- 
dridge,  who  interested  me  very  much  indeed,  for  an  hour  or 
two,  with  his  microscope.  I  doubt  whether  any  of  the  Brit- 
tish  physicians  understand  the  use  of  the  microscope  better. 

Yours,  faithfully,  T.  J.  COGLEY. 


^rofwMngH  nf  i>nMtB. 


Proceedings  of  the  Cincinnati  Medical  Society ^  at  its  meet^ 
ing  May  6thy  1863.    Reported  by  J.  P.  Walkkr,  M.  D. 

The  Society  met  at  the  residence  of  Dr.  J.  S.  Dodge,  Vice 
President;  Dr.  Carroll,  in  the  chair. 

The  attendance  was  very  large,  many  who  were  not  mem- 
bers, meeting  with  us  to  umte  in  welcoming  our  distinguished 
visitor,  Dr  Marshall  Hall,  of  London. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  prevalent  diseases  during  the  past  month  were  report- 
ed as  follows  in  the  order  of  their  frequency. 

Measles,  Scarlatina,  Pneumonitis,  Erysipelas,  Pueiperal 
Convulsions,  Rheumatism,  Bronchitis,  Lar}mgitis,  Remittent 
Fever,  Intermittent  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever,  Dysentery, 
Diarrhoea,  Opthalroia. 
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The  Essay  being  in  order,  Dr.  Woodward  was  called  upon 
according  to  the  resolution  of  last  meeting.  Dr.  Woodward 
in  reply  said,  it  would  give  him  much  pleasure  (should  it 
meet  the  aprobation  of  the  Society)  to  withdraw  as  Essayist 
for  the  evening.  He  asked  this  favor  on  account  of  their 
beinff  honored  by  a  visitor  so  celebrated  as  Dr.  Hall,  who 
coula  undoubtedly,  from  his  vast  experience,  more  profitably 
entertain  the  socie^,  than  he,  by  any  means  could.  If  in  ac- 
cordance With  the  wish  of  the  society,  and  feelings  of  the 
gentleman*  he  would  propose  tiiat  Dr.  Hall  favor  them  with 
an  epitome  of  the  result  or  his  investigations  in  epilepsy,  and 
its  relations,  with  the  nervous  center.  He  did  not  mean  to 
confine  the  gentleman  to  this  subject,  but  mentioned  it  as  one 
interesting  to  the  profession  generally. 

The  resolution  oeing  accepted.  Dr.  M.  Hall  introduced  the 
subject  by  showing  the  necessity  (in  order  to  obtain  a  proper 
unoerstanding)  of  drawing  a  marked  distinction  between  the 
two  forms  of  this  disease,  viz:  the  organic  and  inorganic;  the 
first  depending  upon  the  structural  disorganization  or  defect; 
the  latter,  upon  mere  functional  disturbance. 

The  organic  frecjuently  exists  from  birth,  as  is  exemplified 
largely  in  the  English  work  houses.  This  form  being  beyond 
the  power  of  human  art  to  remedy,  we  will  pass  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  other  form,  admitting  as  it  does,  every  hope 
of  permanent  relief,  in  the  lumds  of  the  scientific  practitioner; 
evidence  of  this  may  be  seen  in  cases  of  puerperal  convulsions, 
with  bitten  tongue,  and  its  sequent  mania, which  constitutes  epi- 
lepsv — puerperal  it  may  be  styled  but  not  differing  fh>m  that 
proauced  hy  any  other  cause;  or  in  cases  when  children  teeth- 
ins;,  o«*  sufllering  from  indictable  matter  in  the  stomach,  are 
seized  with  convulsions.  JBoth  these  forms  are  within  the 
control  of  medicine,  though  it  must  be  remarked  a  peculiar 
susceptibility  to  a  recurrence  in  after  life  remains. 

The  causes  of  epilepsy  may  next  be  considered,  and  first 
mentsl  emotion;  this  as  an  exciting  cause,  was  plainly  de- 
monstrable in  the  cases  at  the  Hospital,  where  the  attack  im- 
mediately followed  mental  excitement.  Snd,  Irritation  of 
any  viscus,  as  the  stomach  from  indigestible  substances,  exci- 
ted uterine  action  during  the  catamenial  and  puerperal  states, 
sexual  intercourse  has  tuso  been  known  to  proauce  it,  as  in  the 
case  of  Napolean  Bonaparte.  In  the  first  instance,  Epilepsy 
was  produced  by  exdtea  irritability  of  the  medulla  oblongata, 
and  exodic  nerves,  in  the  latter  by  reflex  action  from  the  exci- 
ted organ. 
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Another  interesting  condition  to  be  considered  is  the  de- 
grees of  severity  in  which  it  may  exist.  1st,  the  mildest  form 
which  being  momentary,  may  be  styled  epilepsia  evanescens, 
characterized  by  obscure  trachelismas,  distortion  of  the  eyes 
and  features,  and  passing  off  in  a  few  minutes,  leaving  the 
patient  in  his  natural  state  of  health;  these  attacks  are  gener- 
ally unattended  with  premonitory  symptoms.  2nd,  whidi 
may  be  styled  epilepsia  trachelia,  attended  with  the  moet 
dire  results,  characterized  by  manifest  trachelisimua,  torti- 
collis, bitten  tongue  and  foamings*  By  the  torsion  of  the 
muscles  of  the  neck,  the  veins  become  crushed,  frequently 
resulting  in  eSiision,  and  softening  of  their  coats.  One  case 
came  under  his  notice  where  torticollis  was  the  cause  of  in- 
stant death;  a  medical  student,  who  for  some  time  suffered 
from  epilepsia  trachelia,  had  a  fit  at  night,  from  the  torsion 
of  the  neck,  his  head  became  entangled  in  the  bed  cloths, 
causing  asph3rxia,  bein^  incapable  of  freeing  himself  dnring 
the  semicomatous  condition  which  remains  s^r  the  attack. 
3d,  epilepsia  laiyngia.  Here  the  rima  glottis  is  spasmo- 
dically closed,  the  neck  becomes  considerably  enlarged,  the 
vessels  externally  becomes  distended,  and  doubtless  a  similar 
condition  of  the  internal  exists;  no  wonder  then  that  paralysis, 
coma,  loss  of  power  and  mania  should  occur.  In  this  form 
of  epilepsy,  the  greatest  amount  of  benefit  would  be  derived 
from  trachiotomy,  and  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  lar]m- 
gismus  and  its  consequent  dyspncea;  not  however  with  the 
view  of  thus  curing  the  disease,  but  of  preventing  the  dira 
effects  of  repeated  congestions  of  the  brain. 

This  operation  may  be  safely,  easily,  and  rapidly  perform- 
ed; ^<«a/e"  because  almost  bloodless  and  at  the  same  time 
efficient  to  give  relief;  ^^soiy"  because  consisting  of  little, 
more  than  a  simple  puncture,  and  one  which  need  not  occu- 
py more  than  a  minute.  The  instrument  for  this  purpose 
consists  of  a  broad  pair  of  forceps,  (something  like  ordinary 
dissecting  forceps),  out  of  which  a  portion  of  each  extremi^ 
about  one  inch  and  a  half,  forms  an  angle  with  the  handle. 
The  points  of  these  are  furnished  with  a  fine  cutting  cdg^ 
and  tne  two  blades  meet  accurately,  so  as  to  form  as  it  were, 
one  blade  together.  By  their  means,  a  puncture  or  short  in- 
cision is  made  transveively  through  the  dun  and  cellular  tis- 
sues, and  between  the  rings  of  the  trachea,  so  that  their  carti- 
lages are  not  cut  or  injured  in  any  manner*  The  blades  being 
leit  free  in  the  cavity  of  the  trachea,  and  held  there  fay  the 
left  hand,  a  screw  placed  in  the  handle,  is  turned  gradoally, 
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by  which  means  the  blades  separate  and  dilate,  without  lacera- 
ting the  structures  around,  until  the  opening  is  sufficiently 
large  to  admit  a  tube.  The  screw  being  then  turned,  the 
forceps  may  be  removed,  and  the  operation  is  completed ;  of 
the  facility  of  this  operation,  he  had  been  fully  satisfied  by 
repeated  trials  on  dead  subjects,  and  its  giving  rise  to  no  in- 
fiammation,  when  performed  on  inferior  animals,  was  led  to 
expect  a  similar  result  in  man ;  this  has  been  further  strength- 
ened by  the  actual  performance  in  two  instances,  which  were 
followed  by  no  unpleasant  results.  One  of  these  individuals 
has  worn  the  tube  for  26  months,  still  continuing  its  use ;  the 
other  had  worn  it  till  her  death,  (a  period  of  16  months),  at 
the  autopsy,  no  traces  of  inflammation  were  found. 

This  operation  may  be  advantageously  resorted  to  in  laryn- 
gitis, in  paralysis  of  the  glottis,  arising  from  the  effects  of 
narcotic  poisons  or  other  causes,  in  hydrophobia  (as  first  noti- 
ced by  Dr.  Physic  of  Philadelphia),  as  all  who  have  previ- 
ously died  when  suffering  from  this  disease,  have  died  from 
apnoea,  by  performing  tracheotomy,  death  from  this  cause  at 
least  will  be  prevent^,  and  as  yet  there  is  no  contradicting 
evidence  to  lead  to  the  belief  that  the  disease  may  not  even- 
tually wear  itself  out  or  ^ield  to  treatment. 

The  following  experiments  on  animals  with  strychnine 
may  be  interesting,  as  bearing  a  strong  resemblance  in  its  ef- 
fects to  tetanus  and  hydrophobia. 

Four  dogs  as  nearly  of  one  size  and  ase  as  possible  were 
obtained ;  to  the  first  was  given  one-sixth  of  a  grain  of  the 
acetate  of  strychuine,  which  produced  slight  spasmodic  action 
of  the  limbs,  and  some  difficulty  of  respiration;  he  was  then 
sabjected  to  various  excitements,  which  caused  epileptic 
spasms  and  finally  death. 

To  the  second  a  similar  dose  was  given,  but  was  allowed 
perfect  quiet,  and  next  day  he  was  perfectly  well. 

To  the  third  three-sixth  of  a  grain  was  ^ven,  this  dose 
was  followed  by  violent  and  prolonged  tetanic  spasms,  with 
laryn^smus,  with  violent  expiratory  efforts ;  apoplexy,  as- 
phyxia, and  finally  death. 

The  fourth  was  treated  with  the  same  amount,  trachiotomy ' 
was  immediately  performed,  and  the  animal  recovered. 

Attention  may  now,  be  directed  to  the  treatment  of  epilep- 
sy, which  consists  first,  in  the  removal  of  the  exciting  cause, 
a^  afterwards,  directing  attention  to  the  particular  condition 
remaining ;  if  undue  excitement,  prevails,  sedatives  must  be 
resorted  to ;  if  undue  sosceptibiUty,  tonics  will  be  required* 
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According  to  his  experience  in  th.e  treatment  of  the  first  con- 
dition,  henbane  possesses  the  most  reliable  properties,  this  he 
generally  gave  in  doses  of  the  tincture  from  16  to  20  gtts,  or 
of  the  extract  in  6gr.  doses,  three  times  a  day ;  in  the  latter 
condition  the  acetate  of  strychnine  deserved  most  confidence ; 
this  he  admistered  in  solution,  one  grain  to  the  ounce  in  do- 
ses of  6,  10  or  16  drops,  (according  to  the  necessity  of  the 
case),  three  times  a  day. 

It  may  not,  perhaps,  be  useless  to  remark,  that  deep  or  pro- 
found sleep,  is  a  common  exciting  cause  of  a  recurrence  of 
the  paroxism ;  some  persons  indeed,  suffer  only  during  the 
night,  or  on  bein&[  awaked  from  sleep. 

The  bearing  of  ille^timate  children,  may  also  be  enume- 
rated amongst  the  exciting  causes  of  epilepsy,  and  doubtless, 
the  many  cases  of  infanticide  occurring  under  these  circam* 
stances,  may  be  the  result  of  temporary  insanity,  which  the 
nervous  shock  is  sufficient  to  produce. 

On  enquiry  being  made  as  to  what  point  in  the  tra- 
chea was  most  advantageous,  for  the  performance  of  tracheo- 
tomy. Dr.  Hall  stated,  that  Mr.  Thompson  of  London,  who 
was  at  present  investigating  this  subject,  considered  the  most 
eligible  point  immediately  below  the  cricoid  cartilage,  that 
is,  below  the  first  and  second  rings  of  the  trachea ;  he  (Dr. 
Hall)  prefered  the  lower  part  of  the  trachea,  as  being  less  lia- 
ble to  inflammatory  action. 

Dr.  W.  Wood,  as  an  illustration  of  sleep  beine  an  excitine 
cause,  gave  the  following  history  of  a  case.  A  boy,  agea 
about  twelve  years,  was  attacked  during  sleep  with  epilepsy, 
which  lasted  for  several  hours;  at  the  end  of  tnree  months  he 
had  another  slighter  attack,  at  the  end  of  ten  years  a  third ; 
from  that  time,  they  occurred  regularly  once,  and  sometimes 
twice  a  month — invariably  during  the  nisht.  Once  he  had 
an  attack  in  the  street,  having  slept  heavily  during  the  after- 
noon. The  treatment  resorted  to  during  the  fits,  consisted  of 
repeated  doses  of  tartar  emetic  and  ipecac.  After  the  last  at- 
tack a  seton  was  placed  on  the  back  of  his  neck.  Motions  of 
Granville's  lotion  were  used  along  the  spine ;  from  that  time 
there  was  no  return  of  the  disease  for  six  years ;  during  which 
time  he  studied  Law,  and  became  eminent  in  his  profession. 
Having  dispensed  with  the  use  of  the  frictions,  he  became 
afflicted  with  rigid  spasms  in  the  forearms,  accompanied  with 
intense  pain ;  the  intellect,  however,  remained  unimpaired. 
From  intemperate  habits  the  disease  resumied  its  original 
form,  which  finally  caused  his  death. 
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Relation  of  Cases. 

Dr.  Buckner.  I  was  called  in  coDsuItation  with  Professor 
S.  Haubury  Smith,  to  see  Mrs.  Kendall,  on  the  night  of  the 
24th  of  April  last*  She  had  been  seized  with  puerperal  con- 
vulsions about  dusk,  some  six  hours  before  I  saw  her — had 
been  bled  freely  by  Dr.  Smith,  and  taken  an  active  mercu- 
rial cathartic,  which  had  not  yet  operated ;  we  agreed  on  ac- 
tively openinff  the  bowels  by  enemata.  About  8  o'clock 
A.  M.,  of  Monday  25th,  her  labor  commenced,  and  pro- 
ceeded regularly,  terminating  at  4  P.  M.  of  the  same  day. 

During  the  labor  the  convulsions  ceased  entirely ;  she 
having  had  some  8  or  10  previous  to  the  birth  of  the  child. 
Each  alternate  fit  partook  more  of  the  apopletic  form,  being 
characterized  by  stertorous  breathing  and  symptoms  of  coma, 
while  the  others  were  decidedly  epileptic  in  character.  After 
the  birth  of  the  child,  and  during  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta 
by  uterine  contraction,  she  was  again  seized  with  convulsions, 
which  cotinued  to  return  at  intervals  of  about  two  hours  un- 
till  2  o'clock  that  night.  During  this  time  she  was  bled  a 
second  and  a  third  time,  amounting  in  all  to  some  fifty  or  six- 
ty ounces  of  blood.  The  bowels  being  freely  opened,  and 
having  carried  blood-letting  as  far  as  her  strength  and  pulse 
would  justify ,  we  had  recourse  to  narcotics^  and  put  her  on 
full  doses  of  opium  and  tartrate  of  antimony,  which  soon 
produced  symptoms  of  narcotism,  when  the  convulsions  en* 
tirely  ceased.  It  is  proper  to  state  in  this  connection,  that 
chloroform  was  used  several  times  during  the  convulsionsi 
but  without  any  apparent  mitigation  of  the  spasms. 

The  following  day  (Wednesday)  she  was  quiet  and  in  a 
profound  state  of  somnolency.  The  opiates  were  discontinu- 
ed, and  camphor  and  hyoscyamus  substituted.  During 
Thursday  and  Friday  she  was  quite  easily  roused,  and  deci- 
dedly hysterical,  crving  and  laugning  alternately — seemed  to 
recognize  her  friends  and  attendants,  but  manifesting  decided- 
ly more  and  more  maniacal  symptoms,  and  by  Saturday 
evening  jmerjiera/ fTiania  was  distinctly  manifest — sometimes 
soreamins;,  at  others  crying  or  engaged  in  rapid,  incoherent 
conversation.  Her  circulation  was  both  rapid  and  feeble,  the 
heart  at  times  laboring  violently — ^pulse  160  in  a  minute, 
small  and  compressible. 

At  this  stage  of  the  disease.  Professor  Smith,  her  attending 
physician,  having  to  leave  the  city,  to  attend  the  meeting  of 
the  American  Medical  Association  in  N.  York,  the  treat- 
ment of  the  case  from  this  time  devolved  upon  me.    The 
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state  of  exhaustion  seemed  to  demand  a  more  supportiiig 
treatment.  She  was  put  upon  stimulants  and  a  more  gene- 
rous diet,  and  4  grain  doses  of  ext.  hyoscyamus  given  at  bed- 
time. The  tincture  of  canabis  indicus  was  also  given  occ&- 
^sionally,  with  a  view  of  quieting  nervous  irritability.  A  sin- 
gular fact  is  perhaps  worthy  of  note,  as  a  psychological 
phenomena,  viz.:  The  first  thing  she  spoke  on  the  retam 
of  consciousness,  was  to  finish  the  sentence  which  was 
but  partly  uttered  when  she  was  seized  with  covolsions  se- 
veral days  before. 

Marshall  Hall  of  London  bein^  in  the  city  at  the  time,  waa 
invited  to  see  the  case.  Having  devoted  a  great  portion  of  his 
time  to  the  investigation  of  the  diseases  and  functions  of  the 
nervous  system — ^in  which  department  of  science  he  has  pre- 
eminently distinguished  himself.  He  fully  concurred  in  the 
previous  treatment  of  the  case,  and  advised  the  continuance 
of  the  supporting  treatment,  nutritious  diet,  wine  whey,  with 
feruginous  preparations.  This  course  was  rigidly  parsoed — 
an  occasional  dose  of  bi-carbo.  soda  et  rhei,  was  given  as  an 
aperient  and  antacid.  This  treatment  was  condnued  for  se- 
veral weeks  with  but  little  improvement — ^the  case  assaming 
a  more  quiet  form  of  settled  melancholy,  and  likely  to  be 
protracted,  it  was  deemed  best  to  send  her  to  the  asylum. 

Professor  L.  M.  Lawson,  presented  the  following  account 
of  a  gentleman,  who  had  consulted  him,  suflfenng  from 
slight  attacks  of  epilepsy ;  at  first  occurring  once  a  year, 
but  increasing  in  fr^uency,  being  then  attacked  once  in  three 
or  four  weeks.  On  minute  examination  he  could  discover  no 
organic  disease  ;  the  only  prominent  symptoms  were  consti- 

Eation  and  a  weakened  action  of  the  heart,  the  first  sonod 
eing  considerably  shortened ;  he  wished  to  know  what  rela- 
tion this  condition  of  the  heart  bears  to  epilepsy,  having  fire- 
quently  noticed  it  in  persons  afflicted  with  this  disease. 

Dr.  Hall  remarked,  that  it  was  only  necessary  to  remem- 
ber the  action  and  distribution  of  the  pneumogastric  nerve ; 
arising  as  it  does,  from  the  mednlla  oblongata,  and  beinff  dis- 
tribuied  to  this  organ,  as  also,  to  the  principal  organs  of  di^a^ 
tion,  hence  the  constipation  and  disordered  action  of  the  liver 
so  common  in  the  disease. 

Dr.  Buckner  in(}uired  for  Dr.  Hall's  opinion,  a«  to  whether 
puerperal  convulsions  were  the  result  of  mental  excitement, 
or  uterine  irritation. 

Dr.  Hall  referred  it  to  the  latter,  noticing  that  the  convul- 
sions arose  during  the  contraction  of  the  nteros,  and  also,  that 
the  act  of  exumining  the  os-ttteri  will  prodnoe  a  similar  eiect. 
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On  Diseases  of  the  lAver.  By  George  Budd,  M.  D.,  F.  R. 
S.,  Professor  of  Medicine  in  King's  College,  London, 
Second  American,  from  the  last  and  improved  London 
Edition.  With  colored  plates  and  wood  cuts.  Philadel- 
phia :  Blanchard  and  Lea.     1863.  pp.  468. 

Dr.  Budd's  treatise  is  well  known  to  the  American  profes- 
sion, an  edition  having  been  published,  some  years  ago,  id 
this  country,  and  therefore,  requires  but  brief  mention  on  the 
appearance  of  this  second  edition.  Those  who  have  careful- 
ly studied  this  work  cannot  fail  to  perceive  that  it  is  the  pro- 
duction of  one  entirely  familiar  with  the  sulject,  and  who 
has  faithfully  and  accurately  described  the  various  diseases  to 
which  the  liver  is  subject.  There  are  few  organs  of  the 
body  charged  with  more  delinquencies  than  the  liver ;  and 
yet,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  probably  in  no  other  instance 
are  the  phjrsiological  and  pathological  relations  of  a  viscua 
less  carefully  studied,  or  more  imperfectly  comprehended. 
We  have  no  hesitation  in  believing,  that  a  careful  study  of 
Dr.  Budd's  work,  will  serve  to  enlarge  and  systematize  the 
knowledge  of  the  practioner,  and  thus  enable  him  to  prescribe 
with  increased  accuracy.    For  sale  by  H.  W.  Derby  &  Co. 


A  Pradieal  Treatise  an  the  Diseases  of  Children.  By  J. 
Forsyth  Meigs,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  the  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine m  the  Pniladelphia  Medical  Association ;  Fellow  of 
the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia ;  Member  of  the 
Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  the 
American  Philosophical  Society.  Second  edition,  revised 
aikl  enlarged.  Philadelphia,  Lindsay  and  Blackiston.  '63. 

The  well  earned  reputation  of  Dr.  Meigs,  as  authority  in 
any  thing  he  might  say  in  relation  to  the  diseases  of  women 
and  children^  will  insure  a  demand  for  any  work  emanating 
from  his  pen,  on  these  important  subjects. 
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The  second  edition  of  his  treatise  on  the  diseases  of  chil- 
dren is,  perhaps,  the  most  complete  work  of  the  kind  extant. 
The  "  introductory  essay  on  the  clinical  examination  of 
childreny^  that  is  added  to  the  second  edition,  is  particularly 
valuable.  Every  practitioner  has  felt  the  extreme  difficulty 
of  arriving  at  a  correct  diagnosis  in  infantile  diseases.  The 
inability  of  children  to  answer  examining  inquiries,  and  the 
excitement  or  alarm,  that  they  generally  manifest  in  the 
presence  of  a  physician,  compell  him  to  base  his  jodgment 
upon  very  different  data  from  what  he  receives  from  the  adult 
invalid.  Indeed,  the  difficulty  is  so  great  in  properly  diagno- 
sing the  diseases  of  children,  that  we  fear  that  those  interest- 
ing little  sufferers,  are  often  prescribed  for  with  a  blind,  or 
very  obscure  view  of  their  cases ;  hence,  any  work  that  will 
afford  us  additional  means  of  avoiding  this,  too  often,  fatal 
error,  should  find  its  way,  rapidly,  into  the  hands  of  eveij 
physician.  The  treatise  of  Dr.  Meigs,  in  the  present  impro* 
ved  edition,  seems  to  supply  our  wants  in  this  respect,  and  to 
give  us  what  is  known  on  the  subject  down  to  the  present 
time.    For  sale  by  Derby  and  Co. 
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ENGLAND. 

Ontht  Treatment  of  Tape-Worm  by  the  Male- Shield-Fern. 
By  RoBBRT  Chbistison,  M.  D.,  v.  p.  R.  S.  E.,  Pro- 
fessor  of  Materia  Medica  in  the  University  of  Edinborg ; 
and  Ordinary  Physician  to  the  Queen  in  Scotland. — Since 
the  notice  which  appeared  in  the  Monthly  Medical 
Journal  for  last  June,  or  the  effects  of  the  oleo-resinous  ex- 
tract obtained  by  ether  from  the  root  of  the  male-shield-fem, 
in  the  treatment  of  tape  worm,  I  have  had  man^  commani- 
cations  from  my  friends  at  a  distance,  stating  their  experience 
wiUi  it>  or  consulting  me  as  to  its  administratioa.     The  cases 
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which  have  thus  come  under  my  notice,  in  ereater  or  less  de- 
tailt  are  now  so  numerous  that  it  may  be  of  service  to  make 

know  the  resnlts,  in  order  that  the  medical  profession  may 
judge  whether  the  very  sanguine  expectations  formed  by  M* 
Feschier,  who  first  used  the  male-snield-fern  in  the  form  of 
an  etherial  extract,  are  likely  to  be  realized  in  this  country. 

The  cases  which  have  been  communicated  to  me  amount 
to  upwards  of  twenty.  In  some  I  was  consulted  about  the 
treatment  before  the  remedy  was  given.  In  several  the  worm 
discharged  was  sent  to  me  in  evidence  of  the  efficiency  of  the 
remedy.  The  cases  occurred  in  various  parts  of  the  country, 
some  in  England,  some  in  Scotland. 

In  every  case,  without  exception,  the  worm  was  discharged 
after  a  sii^le  dose,  and  usually  in  in  one  mass.  In  some  it 
was  brought  away  without  any  laxative,  and  occasionally  in 
that  case  with  very  little  feculent  discharge  accompaning  it. 
For  the  most  part  there  was  no  pain  or  other  uneasiness, 
either  before  or  during;  its  action.  This  was  the  case  even 
in  an  instance  in  which  the  tendancy  to  the  disease  had  ex- 
isted for  no  less  than  seventeen  years,  and  in  which  the  worm 
evacuated  was  the  largest  and  strongest  I  have  ever  seen. 
Several  patients  who  had  often  previously  used  other  anthel- 
mintics, have  noticed  this  absence  of  uneasiness  during  the 
action  of  the  male-shield-fem,  as  something  different  from 
what  they  had  experienced  invariably  before.  It  must  be  al- 
lowed, however,  that  several  other  individuals  have  com-f 
plained  of  griping,  sickness,  or  indiscribable  discomfort  in  the 
abdomen,  ana  sometimes  even  of  vomiting.  But  it  admits 
of  question  whether  these  occurrences  depend  on  any 
direct  action  of  the  remedy  on  the  human  body,  or  upon 
the  disturbed  condition  of  the  worm  under  the  poisonous  ope- 
ration of  the  remedv  on  it.  In  fact,  we  have  yet  to  learn 
that  the  male'Shield-fem  exerts  any  action  on  the  human 
stomach  or  intestines,  in  the  course  of  its  deadly  action  on  the 
parasitical  inhabitants  of  them. 

In  only  two  oases  have  I  heard  of  the  disease  having  reap- 
peared ;  and  in  both,  the  interval  has  been  about  six  months. 
Of  course  there  may  have  been  others  which  I  have  not  heard 
of.  When  the  worm  does  not  show  itself  in  the  discharge 
for  some  months  after  the  effective  operation  of  the  remedy, 
I  think  it  is  more  consistent  with  reason  to  say  that  the  dis- 
ease had  returned,  than  to  hold  with  some  that  the  cure  was 
imperfect,  that  ova  were  left  to  reproduce  the  worm,  or  that 
the  head  had  remained  to  sprout  again  and  renew  the  multi- 
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tndinous  joints  behind  it.  Nevertheless,  I  have  lately  ad* 
vised  the  subjects  of  taenia  to  repeat  the  dose  of  the  extimct 
once  a  month  for  a  litlle,  until  joints  shall  have  ceased  for 
some  time  to  appear.  In  none  of  these  cases  have  anj  joints 
been  subsequently  seen  in  this  way.  Bat  it  is  a  very  sim^e 
precaution  to  take  occasionally  a  remedy  so  little  disagreeable* 
A  patient,  as  to  whom  I  was  consulted  by  Dr.  Graham,  of 
Cupar,  had  been  liable  to  a  rutum  of  the  disease  eveiy  few 
months  for  nearly  twenty  years,  during  most  of  which  time 
he  was  in  the  army,  and  got  oil  of  turpentine,  with  partbJ 
success,  from  the  successive  medical  officers  of  the  regiments 
in  which  he  served.  In  this  instance,  I  have  reoommended 
an  occasional  dose  of  male-shield  fern  as  a  security.  The 
first  dose  brought  away  a  very  large  worm  without  oecasioning 
any  inconvenience ;  and  no  joiiUs  had  appeared  in  the  dis- 
charge eight  months  afterwards. 

At  first  I  gave  eighteen  gruins  for  a  dose.  But  afterwards 
and  I  admit  without  any  reason  except  a  denre  for  greater 
certainty,  I  have  advised  an  increasea  dose  of  twenty  •four 
grains.  On  the  whole  there  has  been  less  complaint  made 
of  uneasiness  during  the  operation  of  the  remedy  since  the 
larger  dose  has  been  used, — possibly  because  the  worm  is 
killed  more  speedily,  and  that  the  drug  has  no  inconvenieni 
action  of  its  own  upon  the  human  alimentary  canal,  although 
given  even  in  the  larger  quantity. 

It  was  stated  above  that  the  etherial  extract  of  male-shield* 
fern  had  not  failed  in  a  single  instance  to  bring  awa^  the  worm 
with  the  first  dose.  In  one  case,  which  occurred  in  this  city, 
it  did  seem  to  fail.  But  on  repetion  of  the  trial,  with  an  ex* 
tract  prepared  under  my  own  instructions  and  superintendence, 
the  efiect  was  complete  and  speedy  as  in  all  tne  other  cases. 
On  proceeding  to  enquire  into  the  circumstances  of  the  pie- 
vious  trial,  I  found  that  the  extract  had  been  obtained  from  a 
druggist  of  unquestionable  skill,  who  had  made  it  for  the  first 
time  ;  and  it  appeared  that  his  preparation  was  of  firmer  con- 
sistence and  more  resinons-like  than  what  I  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  use  and  recommend  as  made  by  another  draggist  ia 
Edinburg ;  and  its  taste  was  decidedly  dififerent.  This  im- 
perfect extract  proved  to  have  been  prepared  from  powdered 
root  obtained  from  London ;  so  that  it  was  reasonable  to  con- 
clude that  the  wrong  root  had  been  collected,  or  that  it  had 
been  incorrectly  dried.  I  believe  that  eveiy  druggist  in  good 
business  in  Edinbuigh  can  now  supply  the  genuine  article. 

As  no  experiments  have  yet  been  tried  with  other  ferns. 
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the  selection  of  the  proper  species  Lastraa  Fitix-masy  must 
be  considered  for  the  present  an  important  condition  of  suc- 
cess. Several  other  ferns,  one  common,  others  not  so,  may 
be  readily  mistaken  for  the  true  one  by  an  uninstructed,  or 
careless,  or  unconscientious  collector.  It  is  itself  luckily 
very  common.  Except  the  PterU  aquilina^  no  other  fern  is 
familiarity  seen  in  every  dell  of  Scotland  at  least.  The  only 
other  common  one,  ami  which  indeed  often  grows  in  imme* 
diate  proximity,  the  Athyrium  Filix-Feminaj  is  known  by 
the  frond ;  which,  whether  luxuriant  in  summer,  or  withered 
in  winter,  is  easly  recognized  to  be  doubly  pinate,  and  not,  as 
in  the  true  plant,  singly  pinate. 

Peschier  says  the  plant  is  efficatious  chiefly  between  May 
and  September,  inclusive.  We  may  trust  so  good  an  ob- 
server for  the  fact,  that  the  root  is  efficacious  in  that  intervel. 
But  it  so  happens  that  all  my  own  specimens  of  the  eleo- resin 
were  made  with  fresh  roots,  collected  in  February,  two 
months  at  least  before  the  young  fronds  begin  in  Scotland  to 
peep  above  ground ;  and  the  preparation,  which  has  been  got 
m  tne  shops  of  Edinburgh  for  almost  all  the  cases  reported  to 
me,  was  prepared  about  the  $ame  time  by  one  dnigs;ist. 
Hence,  I  suppose  the  root  is  auite  efficacious  enough  at  any 
season,  if  it  be  used  fresh.  I  know  nothing  of  the  effect  of 
keeping  the  root  long.  Peschier  thought  the  oleo  resin  be- 
gan to  lose  activity  in  a  year.  I  have  known  it  used  of  that 
age  with  complete  effect. 

I  might  easily  illustrate  these  statements,  according  to  the 
rule  of  the  day,  by  a  long  list  of  cases,  with  uniform  details, 
tiresome  by  their  reiteration.  But  they  all  come  to  the  same 
thine  as  the  last  which  was  communicated  to  me  the  other 
day  oy  a  late  pupil.  Dr.  J.  C.  Davies,  of  Holjrwell,  Flint- 
shire, in  the  following  terms :  ^^According  to  your  advice,  I 
sent  to  Edinburgh  for  the  extract  of  the  male-shield-fem,  and 
have  administerra  it  in  two  cases,  as  directed  by  you,  with 
the  most  satisfactory  results." 

In  conclusion,  m^  experience  of  the  male-shield-fem  cor- 
responds precisely  with  the  much  more  extended  observation 
of  Peschier,  at  Greneva,  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  centurv  ago. 
I  am  persuaded,  therefore,  that  it  is  easy,  with  a  few  simple 
precautions,  to  obtain  from  a  common  indigenous  plant  a 
more  efficacious  and  less  disagreeable  anthelmintic  for  the  ex- 
pulsion of  t»nia,  than  from  either  the  Abyssinin  kousso,  the 
Continental  pomegranate,  or  American  turpentine,  It  is  sur« 
prising  that  Peschier's  observations,  made  on  a  very  large 
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scale  indeed,  have  attracted  so  little  attention  in  Britain  until 
the  late  notice  in  the  Edinburgh  Monthly  Journal.  I  can 
only  say  this  has  not  been  for  want  of  a  strong  recoin* 
mendation  on  my  own  part,  both  in  my  lectures  constantly 
since  1833,  and  also  in  my  Dispensatory,  when  first  published 
in  1842. 

Fragment  of  a  Clinical  Lecture.  By  Jaicks  Stms,  Esq. 
Carbuncle.  —  I  regret  not  having  been  able  to  meet  you 
on  Thursday,  from  oeine  called  into  the  country  to  see  a  no- 
bleman laboring  under  the  disease  named  Carbuncle;  and  as 
there  has  not  lately  been  a  case  of  it  in  the  hospital,  I  may 
take  this  one  for  a  text  in  makii^  some  observations  upon  the 
subject  with  respect  to  which,  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  very 
vague  and  erronious  ideas  are  prevalent.  The  examination 
papers  of  gentlemen,  now  candidates  for  graduation,  in  reply 
to  a  question  concerning  this  disease,  generally  contain  lew 
or  more  of  the  six  following  errors,  any  one  of  which  is  cal- 
culated to  mislead  most  seriously  in  practice.  In  the  first 
place,  it  is  said  that  carbuncle  depends  upon  a  weak,  impo- 
verished state  of  the  system,  while  it  is  notoriously  met  with 
more  frequently  in  the  opposite  one  of  redundent  nourishment. 
Little  logic  will  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  you,  that  if  the  disease 
originates  in  these  two  oposite  conditions  it  cannot  be  owing 
excusively  to  either  the  one  or  the  other.  The  truth  is,  that 
it  arises  from  neither,  but  from  a  deranged  state  of  health 
common  to  both,  which  may  result  from  anxiety  and  distress 
of  mind,  want  of  sufficient  exercise;  or,  in  short,  any  circum- 
stance disturbing  the  mode  of  life.  The  second  error  is  re- 
ferring the  ori^n  of  the  disease  to  the  sub-cutaneous  cellular 
tissue,  while  it  is  truly  seated  in  the  true  skin.  From  this 
texture  it  may,  and  if  allowed  to  proceed,  does  extend  to 
the  subjacent  tissues,  not  excepting  the  fiiscia  and  muscles, 
but  only  in  a  secondary  way ;  and  if  an  incision  be  made 
through  the  carbuncle  at  a  moderately  early  period,  simple 
inspection  will  at  once  show  that  it  affects  only  the  cutis  tera^ 
which  becomes  greatly  thickened,  infiltrated,  and  studded 
with  little  abscesses,  so  as  to  present  an  appearance  not  easily 
forgotten  after  being  once  seen.  The  third  error  is  attributing 
the  good  effects  of  an  incision  through  the  inflamed  part  to 
the  vent  thus  afforded  for  the  escape  of  sloughs,  since  if  the 
incision  be  sufficiently  early  and  free,  there  will  be  no  slough, 
and  the  slough  when  it  does  form  is  chiefly  in  the  skin,  so 
as  not  to  require  any  opening  for  its  discharge*    A  simple 
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and  partial  incision  does  but  little  good ;  but  when  carried  in 
a  crucial  direction  fairly  through  the  whole'  extent  of  the  di- 
sease, together  with  the  inflamed  border  of  skin  that 
surrounds  it,  the  morbid  action  is  checked  with  almost 
absolute  certainty,  whatever  may  be  the  stage  of  its 
progress.  In  a  case  formerly  under  my  care  in  this 
hospital,  where  the  disease  extended  from  the  nape  of 
the  neck  to  the  sacrum,  I  made  a  longitudinal  incision 
through  the  whole  length,  with  other  four  transversely, 
and  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  patient  recover.  The 
fourth  error  is,  designating  this  disease  as  an  **asthenic"  in- 
flammation; if  this  title  is  meant  to  express  a  weak  uncer- 
tain sort  of  action,  that  does  not  seem  to  know  its  own  mind 
— like  that  of  an  idolent  bubo  which  has  been  treated  by  star- 
vation and  leeching,  and  remains  in  stato  quo  for  an  indeffi- 
nate  period,  without  undergoing  any  change— since  of  all  in« 
flammations,a  carbonicle  is  unquestionably  the  most  intensely 
and  uncompromisingly  ethenie^  resisting  all  milder  modes  of 
treatment  and  yielding,  in  its  rapidly  destructive  cour8e,onlj  to 
the  free  incisions  which  remove  tension,  and  cause  a  copious 
effusion  of  blood.  The  fifth  error  is,  proposing  the  use  of  cau- 
stics, such  aspotassa  fusa,  for  the  treatment  of  this  disease, 
which,coupled  with  the  dread  expressed  in  re^rd  to  the  pres- 
ence of  a  srough,certainly  appears  mostwhimsically  absurd.  If 
a  carbuncle  necessarily  led^to  death  of  the  part  affected,  there 
might  be  some  reason  for  this  destructive  application.  But 
as  proper  treatment,  even  at  an  advanced  stage  of  the  morbid 
process,  induces  it  to  subside  without  any  loss  of  substance, 
there  can  be  nothing  more  false  in  theory,  or  more  injurious 
in  practice,  than  employing  any  agent  of  the  kind  in  question. 
The  sixth  error  is,  administering  wine  and  other  cordials 
while  the  disease  is  still  in  progress,  which,  whatever  may  be 
the  condition  of  the  patient's  system,  must  tend  to  hasten  on 
the  evil.  When  the  peculiar  action  has  ceased,  and  there  is 
merely  required  strength  for  suppuration,  granulaton  and  cica- 
trisation, a  nourishing  diet  may  be  propr.  But  so  long  as  the 
carbuncular  tendency  exists,  milk  ana  farinacious  food  are 
the  most  safe  and  appropriate  articles  for  support.  The  dis* 
covery  that  so  many  gentlemen  were  about  to  enter  upon  prac- 
tice  with  principles  thus  unsound,  occasioned  me  deep  con* 
cem,  and  I  confess,  also  no  small  disappointment.  The  in- 
terest which  they  had  expressed  in  my  lectures,  and  their 
eagerness  to  see  the  patients  under  treatment,  led  me  to  be- 
lieve that  they  were  desirous  of  leanung  the  principles  upon 
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which  my  practice  was  founded.  But  it  turns  out  that  it 
only  the  practice  they  cared  for,  and  that  they  think  any  aort 
of  principles  good  enough  for  their  purpose.  Perhaps  they 
regard  the  newest  fashion  the  best,  as  they  would  do  in 
choosing  an  article  of  dress ;  and  in  this  case  I  would  re- 
commend to  them  a  plan  of  treating  carbuncle  that  I  read  no 
longer  ago  than  yesterday  in  a  French  medical  lournal— the 
"Medical  Gazette"  of  Paris— which  is,  to  employ  no  local 
treatment  'at  all,  except  the  application  of  a  poultice.  I 
cannot  compel  you,  gentlemen,  to  follow  a  different  conrse 
from  your  predecessors,  but  I  can  and  have  given  notice  that 
I  will  decline  appointing  to  any  office  in  my  department  of 
the  hospital,  gentlemen  whom  I  do  not  find  upon  exaination, 
either  to  maintain  the  principles  which  I  have  laid  down  for 
their  guidance,  or  able  to  give  me  some  reason  for  not  do- 
ing so. 

Upon  the  CompoHHon  of  the  Semen  in  Old  Men.  By  Dr. 
A.  Duplay. — B^rard,  Burdach,  Miller,  Longet,  state  that 
spermatozoa  are  absent  in  the  seminal  secretion  of  the  aged ; 
Wagner  alone  asserts,  that,  in  men  of  seventy  to  eighty  years, 
these  bodies  are  found  in  the  vesiculse  seminales,  if  not  m  the 
testicle.  Facts  tend  to  prove  that  the  fecundating  power  is 
retained  up  to  the  age  of  100.  The  author  investigated  the 
semen  in  nfty-one  subjects,  after  death  caused  by  various  dis- 
eases. In  its  physical  properties,  the  semen  was  sometioies 
of  yellow  color,  as  in  the  adult ;  generally  of  a  paler,  straw 
hue,  or  almost  colorless,  milky,  or  creamy.  In  twelve  cases 
it  was  thikk  i  but,  in  the  ereater  number,  it  was  serous, 
though  mixed  with  the  nsuafmucous  secretion  from  the  ved- 
cul«  seminales.  In  most  cases  the  vesiculsB  seminales  were 
fiill  of  fluid;  in  one  only  were  they  atrophied.  The  semen 
in  the  vasa  diferentia  was  always  darker-colored  than  that  in 
the  vesiculas. 

In  thirty««even  cases,  the  author  remarked  the  presence  of 
spermatoaoa^  in  fourteen  he  failed  in  detecting  them.  In 
twenty  seven  cases  they  were  such  as  are  usually  seen  in  tho 
healthy  adult ;  in  the  rest  the  tsil  was  shorter,  and  the  head 
sometimes  separated.  Once  he  saw  a  number  of  crystals, 
whose  nature  ne  could  not  investigate.  Considerable  variety 
existed  in  their  proportion. 

In  twenty^six  cases,  s])ermatoz6a  were  found  alone  the 
whole  tract  of  the  spermatid  passages;  three  times  only  m  the 
vas  deferens  i  once  only  in  the  fluid  of  the  vesioula  semina- 
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les ;  seven  times  in  the  vesicula  seminalis  of  the  left  side  only. 
In  the  latter  cases  there  existed  mostly  degenerations  of  the 
testicle,  or  obliteration  of  some  part  of  the  seminal  duct. 
Secretion  of  semen  continued,  however,  in  cases  where  there 
was  considerable  atrophy  of  the  testicle ;  the  highest  weight 
of  which  was  11.98  grammes,  the  lowest  4.60  grammes. 
The  tissue  of  the  testicle  was  always  normal;  the  epididymis 
contained  occasionally  cysts.  In  four  cases  there  was  hydro- 
cele. In  the  fourteen  cases  where  there  were  no  spefmato- 
zoa,  the  subjects  had  passed  the  age  of  seventy;  but  there 
were  no  special  changes  discoverable  in  the  glands.  The 
secretion  of  semen,  concludes  Dr.  Duplay,  continues  in  old 
men,  but  in  a  less  degree ;  their  semen  contains  spermatozoa 
even  where  the  person  is  beyond  the  age  for  fecundation. 
The  cause,  therefore,  of  want  of  power  to  effect  this  end  can- 
not be  explained  upon  the  idea  or  the  deficiency  of  spermato- 
soa. — Arch.  Gtti.y  Dec,  1862. 

Tht  Aquatic  Vivarium^  Regent's  Park. — On  the  borders 
of  the  flower-bed  in  the  Zoological-gardens,  Segent's-park, 
has  been  constructed,  of  glass  and  iron,  a  building  60  by  20 
feet  in  area,  containing  14  6-feet  tanks  of  plate  glass,  of 
these,  six  are  ready  for  exhibition.  They  enclose  masses  of 
sand,  rock,  gravel,  corallines,  sea- weed,  and  sea-water;  and 
are  abundantly  stocked  with  Crustacea,  star*fish,  sea-eges,  ac- 
tinias, ascidians,  shelled  and  shell-less  moluscs,  and  fish  of 
the  genera  gasteroateus^  labrus^  crenilabrusi  blennius^  globi^ 
bivSf  and  cotius.  The  alaaf  which  serve  at  once  as  orna- 
ments and  shelter  for  the  animals,  and  as  purifiers  of  the 
waters  appear  to  bear  their  new  situation  as  well  as  the 
lively  zoophytes,  and  no  difficulty  has  presented  itself,  so  far, 
to  the  conservation  of  both.  The  collection  is  altogether 
from  the  British  seas,  but  the  building  is  so  constructed  as  be 
capable  of  being  enlarged,  and  the  Society  does  not  despair 
of  exhibiting  some  of  tne  more  striking  tropical  and  intertro- 
pical forms  of  invertebrate  animals.  The  most  complete 
portion  of  the  collection  are  the  Actiniasj  amon^  which  the 
specimens  of  A.  dianthwj  paraHticOf  crassicomu^  are  truly 
magnificient.  The  rare  AaamfiOf  palliaiOf  Actinea  niveOf 
and  A.  miniaiiif  are  also  objects  which  merit  more  than 
passing  attention.  The  shelled  moluscs  are  at  present  indi- 
caled  rather  than  represented ;  but  the  vivacity  aisplayed  by 
the  pectens  and  littorina  are  a  sufficient  gnrantee  for  what 
may  be  done  with  them  hereafter.     The  star-fisb  appear  to 
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be  rather  more  difficult  in  treatment,  bat  among  those  dis- 
played in  the  tank  appropriated  to  them  are  two  fine  speci- 
mens of  palmipes  menoranaeeus.  Echini  are  not  onfreqaent, 
and  Mrgeonsly  colored  opioeamas  and  boUxsUtb  brighten  op 
the  dark  stones  and  shaded  recesses  of  the  alga  with  an  eflfUU 
gence  which  is  irresistibly  charming.  A  few  hohihuriof 
complete  the  series  of  this  division  of  the  JBritish  radiatOj 
which  the  work  of  Professor  Edward  Forbes  has  rendered 
more  popularly  known  than  any  other.  The  erustaeeoj  too, 
which  occupy  the  adjoining  tank,  are  as  numerous  in  species 
as  they  are  lively  in  action.  The  tanks,  visible  on  both 
sides,  afford  390  square  feet  of  view,  and  contain  seven  tons 
of  sea.  water.  Of  the  marine  fish,  of  which  the  blennies 
and  cotti  are  almost  always  at  the  bottom,  it  may  be  said 
that  their  habits  are  bein^  now,  for  the  first  time,  investigated 
with  success.  This  exhibition  of  livinfi;  fish  and  invertebrates, 
besides  exciting  much  curiosity,  will  be  of  most  impressive 
usefulness  to  the  student,  to  whom  they  have  been  only 
known  hitherto  by  books  and  dried  remains. — London  Med. 
Times  and  Gaz. 

PleurO'Pneumonia  in  Cattle. — Inoetdatian. — Dr.  Wil- 
lems,  of  Bel^um,  recently  announced,  that  he  had  discovered 
the  means  ot  greatly  reducing  the  mortality  from  pleurcpneo. 
monia,  if  not  of  entirely  arresting  its  progress,  by  inoculating 
healthy  animals  with  matter  from  the  lungs  of  one  that  had 
died  of  the  disease;  and  very  extensive  experiments  have 
been  made  to  test  the  reality  of  the  remedy.  Professor  Si- 
monds,  of  the  Veterinary  College,  having  been  deputed  by  the 


{lears  that  the  prevention  of  pleuro  pneumonia  by  inoca«> 
ation  is^  to  say  the  least,  doubtful.  In  1860,  Dr.  wiilems 
having  failed  to  arrest  the  disease  by  medical  treatment,  tried 
inoculation  as  an  experiment,  and  Has  convinced  himself  of 
its  success.  The  practice,  too,  is  becoming  general  through* 
out  the  kingdom.  A  Dr.  De  Salve  has  also  been  extensive!  v 
enraged  in  inoculating  cattle  in  Rhenish  Prussia,  but  with 
such  ill  success,  that  the  government  has  ordered  inocola* 
tion  to  be  discontinued.  The  Belgian  Government,  how- 
ever, takes  a  lively  interest  in  the  subject,  and  has  instituted  a 
series  of  experiments,  which  probably  ere  long  will  decide 
the  question  as  to  the  value  of  the  practice  of  inocalation. 


Progress  of  Mediein  e .  673 

The  disease  produced  by  inoculation  is  said  to  be  local  only, 
and  not  to  affect  the  lungs,  the  seat  of  the  natural  distemper. 
**  About  two  per  cent.,**  says  Mr.  Simonds,  "of  the  inocula- 
ted animals  die,  while  a  far  greater  proportion  suffer  from  ul- 
cerative and  gangrenous  Inflammation  of  their  tails,  notwith- 
standing which  the  lungs,  the  local  seat  of  natural  disease, 
we  are  assured,  never  suffer.  If  experience  proves  this  to  be 
truS,  it  must  be  regarded  as  new  fact  in  medicine.'*  And  he 
mentions  (hat,  in  1757,  Dr.  Layard,  a  celebrated  physician 
of  that  day,  wrote  an  essay,  recommending  the  inoculation 
of  cattle  to  pi  event  deaths  fiom  a  destructive  malady  which 
then  prevailed  in  this  country.  Some  distillers  in  Hasselt, 
who  ODJected  to  inoculation,  bad  their  cattle-sheds  auite  free 
from  the  disease ;  and,  while  inoculated  animals  placed 
among  a  diseased  herd  are  stated  to  have  escaped,  there  have 
also  been  others,  non-inoculated  cattle,  in  the  same  situation, 
which  have  been  equally  exempt.  Dr.  Willems  does  not 
admit  a  single  failure  of  inoculation  ;  but,  from  other  persons, 
Mr.  Simonds  received  very  contradictory  accounts.  To 
himself,  none  of  the  operations  he  witnessed  appeared  to  be 
satisfactory.  With  the  aid  of  several  members  of  the  Royal 
Agricultural  Society,  Mr.  Simonds  is  about  to  undertake  ex- 
periments in  this  country,  in  order  to  test  the  value  of  inocu- 
lation as  a  preventive  of  pleuro-pneumonia» — London  Med. 
Times  and  6az. 

Mr.  Lloyds  New  Lithotomy  Operation.^^We  are  watch- 
ing with  great  interest  the  progress  af  two  cases  in  which 
Mr.  Lloyd  has  performed  a  new  operation  for  the  extraction 
of  stone  from  the  bladder.  It  would  be  altogether  premature 
to  report  them  at  present ;  but,  as  soon  as  they  are  concluded^ 

,  we  snail  hasten  to  bring  them  in  extenso  before  our  readers. 

*  We  may  state  however,  that  the  operation  consists  in  cut- 
ting into  the  rectum  from  the    medium  line  of  the  peri- 

.DSBum,  thus  freely  dividing  the  anterior  commissure  of  the 
spincterani.  From  this  external  incision,  Mr.  Lloyd  dis- 
sects upwards,  still  keeping  in  the  median  line,  to  the  mem- 
branous urethra  which;  is  slit  up  as  far  as  the  edge  of  the 
prostate,  the  knife  beii^  guided  by  a  previously-introduced 
staff.  The  prostatic  urethra  is  lastly  dilated  until  of  sufficient 
size  to  allow  of  the  introduotion  of  the  forceps  and  the  ex- 
traction of  the  stone.  Neither  the  bladder  nor  the  prostate 
is  in  any  way  wounded.  Mr.  Lloyd  performed  the  opera- 
tion on  two  Doys  on  the  same  day ;  and  in  each  case  with 
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considerable  ease.    The  patients  have  thas  far  progressed 
remarkably  favorably.— JLondo»  Med.  Times  and  Gaz. 

3&m[{mmns. 

Anatomy  of  the  Brain. — We  have  seen  some  of  the  plates 
of  a  work,  now  being  published  in  this  city,  by  Dr.  Landon 
Sives,  designed  to  illustrate  dilSerent  dissections  of  the  brain. 
From  what  we  have  seen,  we  should  suppose  it  peculiarly 
suited  to  the  wants  of  the  student,  and  also  a  great  conveni- 
ence to  the  practitioner,  who  wishes  to  refresh  his  memory 
upon  the  anatomy  of  this  organ.  It  is  the  design  of  the  pub- 
lisher, to  have  the  whole  completed  by  the  first  week  in  Oc- 
tober, so  that  students  may  have  an  opportunity  of  supplying 
themselves  at  the  beginning  of  College  Courses. 

The  plates  which  we  have  seen,  are  beautifully  executed — 
colored  to  life — the  artistic  style  of  which  is  much  to  the 
credit  of  Mr.  Middleton  the  engraver.  When  the  series  are 
completed,  as  they  probably  will  be,  before  the  issue  of  our 
next  number,  their  merits  will  be  discussed  more  fully. 

Obituary. — It  is  with  feelings  of  unfeigned  sorrow,  that 
we  are  called  to  announce  the  death  of  our  distinguished  pro- 
fessional brother.  Dr.  P.  J.  Buckner,.  His  reputation  as  an 
operator  for  the  removal  of  ovarian  disease,  is  well  known  to 
the  world,  and  his  many  virtues  as  a  christian  and  gentleman, 
endeared  him  to  all  who  knew  him. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  profession,  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions  were  passed. 

Whereasj  our  able  and  most  estimable  brother,  Dr.  P.  J. 
Buckner,  has  been  taken  from  our  midst  by  the  hand  of  death, 
and  whereas  he  was  in  life  distinguished  not  less  by  his  kind 
and  courteous  manners  \  his  benevolent  heart  and  manliness  of 
character,  than  bv  his  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  medical  edu- 
cation, and  the  aavancement  of  medical  science ;  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  our  profoundest  sympathies  are  extended  to 
the  bereaved  family  and  friends  who  moura  with  os  an  irre- 
parable loss. 

Besohedj  That  as  a  further  testimony  of  our  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  we  will,  in  a  body,  attend  his  re- 
mains to  the  resting  place  of  the  dead. 

Resolfied,  Ttiat  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  presented  to 
the  family  of  the  deoeased,  and  to  the  daily  papers  for  pabli« 
oation.  Landon  C.  Bi vbs,  PresidenL 

S.  BoNNSR,  Secretary. 
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YELLOW  FBTBR  AT  THB  80VTH  AHD  ITORTl. 

It  is  not  our  purpose  to  attempt  any  detailed  account  of  the  re- 
ported ravages  of  the  present  epidemic  of  jellow  fever,  for  at  the 
present  time,  and  this  distance  from  the  seat  of  the  disease,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  do  more  than  reiterate  the  newspaper  statements 
which  have  reached  us ;  but  there  are  a  few  points  which  strike  us 
as  possessing  sufficient  interest  to  warrant  their  introduction  at 
this  time,  and  which  sustain  a  general  relationship  to  some  other 
epidemics.  The  following  article  from  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal^  introduces  the  subject  of  contagiousness  of  the 
disease. 

*«  dmtagioutness  ofYeUaw  Fever. — For  some  years,  very  little 
has  been  said  in  favor  of  the  opinion,  once  generally  entertained, 
that  the  yellow  fever  could  be  carried  from  one  place  to  anothei*, 
and  thus  propagated.  Physicians  at  the  South,  have  pretty  uni- 
formly agreed  that  the  disease  was  not  contagious ;  but  the  peo*- 
pie  generally  believe  that  it  is,  and  municipal  health  regulations^ 
throughout  the  United  States,  are  enforced  upon  the  principle, 
that  if  all  communication  with  the  sick  is  cut  off,  the  malady  may 
poMiUy  ba  covtroilad.  It  is  quite  rimarkable,  and  Will  ba  fo  re* 
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public  medical  advisers,  stand  firmly  in  the  doctrine  ofnon-conta* 
garded  by  our  successors,  that  while  learned  medical  writers  and 
gion  in  this  matter,  every  board  of  health  acta  independently  of 
their  advice,  and  often  contrary  to  their  counsel.  The  legisla- 
tures of  the  different  States,  and  even  the  general  government,  also 
pursue  the  same  course.  Under  ordinary  circumstances,  this 
would  be  called  a  gross  insult ;  but  the  wise  ones  swallow  all 
with  a  pacific  deportment — still  insisting  that  no  danger  is  to  be 
apprehended  from  yellow  fever.  Evidence  of  a  conclusive  char- 
acter seems  to  have  been  presented  in  New  Orleans,  to  show  that 
the  present  scourge  was  introduced  by  a  vessel ;  and  in  every  pre- 
vious instance,  when  the  fever  has  swept  off  the  citizens  by  thoa« 
sands,  the  infliction,  as  it  has  appeared  afterwards,  might  have 
been  avoided  by  a  strict  health  police  examination.  At  Natchez, 
the  fact  is  undeniable,  that  the  yellow  fever  was  carried  there 
from  the  infected  city  below  ;  and  thus  it  creeps  onward,  sweep- 
ing away,  as  it  moves,  masses  of  human  beings,  whose  lives 
might  have  been  preserved  by  ordinary  vigilance  and  non-inter- 
course. Individually,  we  are  obliged  to  believe  in  the  infectiooa 
character  of  this  southern  plague.  If  the  medical  authorities,  nu- 
merous and  respectable  as  they  are,  still  adhere  to  their  medical 
conclusions,  we  are  compelled  to  ecknowldge  that  the  history  of 
these  epidemics  is  against  them ;  the  popular  sentiment  declares 
they  are  in  an  error ;  and  those  who  have  neither  prejudices  nor 
pride  to  sustain  in  order  to  be  consistent,  are  constrained  to  be- 
lieve, what  the  repeated  mortality  of  New  Orleans  has  thoroughly 
estalished,  that  the  yellow  fever  is  an  infectious  disease." 

It  is  not  a  little  remarkable  as  stated  by  our  contemporary,  that 
while  medical  men,  learned  associations,  and  deliberate  commit- 
tees, report  this  and  other  diseases  non-contagious,  boards  of 
health,  governments,  and  the  mass  of  the  people  regard  the  matter 

in  a  different  light.     This  fact  is  not  a  little  humiliating  to  sci- 
ence ;  and  the  question  is  very  naturally  suggested,  why  have  not 

communities  confidence  in  the  profession  on  this  subject  ?  Is  it 
because  the  non -professional  community  cannot  appreciate  the 
facts  and  arguments  adduced  by  the'profession  ?  or  does  the  want 
of  confidence  arise  from  a  palpable  discrepancy  between  iht  facts 
and  opinioTis  on  this  subject  ?  We  strongly  suspect  that  this  disre* 
gard  of  professional  opinion,  on  the  part  of  communities  and  go* 
vernmentsy  arises  from  a  well  founded  conviction,  that  disease  has 
been  transported  firom  one  country  to  another,  and  there  propaga* 
^d  among  the  inhabitants.  The  simple  observation  of  such  a 
act,  would  be  made  with  more  accuracy  and  fidelity  by  a  com- 
mercial nan,  or  other  non-professiooal  peison»  then  by  a  physieiauft 
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who  might  chance  to  have  a  bias  in  favor  of  some  particular 
theory.  Moreover,  physicians  often  lose  sight  of  the  first  facts  of 
a  case,  and  subsequently  draw  their  conclusions  from  a  disease  as 
it  spreads  through  a  dense  population,  in  which  it  is  difficult  or 
impossible  to  make  any  satisfactory  discrimination. 

But  there  is  another  fact  still  more  important,  (which  medical 
men  seem  to  forget) — that  epidemics  may  he  propagated  both  by 
contagion  and  through  the  medium  of  the  atmosphere.  This,  it  is 
true,  has  been  denied  ;  but  the  facts  are  too  pointed  to  admit  of 
successful  contradiction.  If,  then,  it  happens  that,  during  an  epi- 
demic, a  person  contracts  scarlatina,  cholerai  or  yellow  fever, 
without  having  been  exposed  to  any  particular  case,  such  a  fact, 
proves  only  one  mode  of  propagation,  and  does  not  furnish  the 
slightest  evidence,  that  the  disease  may  not  be  transmitted  from 
person  to  person.  It  appears,  indeed,  that  one  person  will  ob- 
serve one  class  of  cases,  and  one  mode  of  propagation,  while  an- 
other becomes  equally  impressed  with  the  opposite  class — and 
thus  the  two  classes  of  contagionists  and  non-contagionists  are 
readily  formed. 

We  shall  expect  the  present  epidemic  of  the  south  to  find  a  his- 
torian ;  but,  as  heretofore,  (and  especially  as  in  the  late  epidemic 
f  cholera),  we  shall  expect  to  find  the  observations  restricted  to 
the  passage  of  the  disease  from  house  to  house,  and  from  street  to 
street ;  while  its  origin  or  introduction  will  be  overlooked.  We 
do  not  intend,  of  course,  to  intimate  that  any  unfairness  will  be 
intended  ;  on  the  contrary,  no  doubt,  a  true  statement  will  be  ho- 
neatly  attempted,  but  constantly  overshadowed  by  preconceived 
and  unalterable  opinions. 

It  has  already  been  affirmed,  that  the  present  epidemic  in  New 
Orleans,  was  introduced  by  a  ship,  and  that  three  successive  re* 
lays  of  hands  sickened  in  discharging  its  cargo.  Now,  is  this 
tme  or  false  ?  Let  the  New  Orleans  historians  fairly  investigate 
this  case,  and  let  us  have  ih^  facts,  independent  of  their  specula- 
tions. We  do  not  suppose  New  Orleans  to  be  free  from  the  en- 
demic causes  of  yellow  fever,  and  therefore,  the  disease  may  origi* 
nate  there ;  but  if  a  clear  case  of  importation  can  be  established, 
it  is  certainly  a  point  of  no  small  importance. 

In  the  Septen^er  number  of  the  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical  Journal,  it  is  affinned  thatr-^**  the  first  fever  cases  originated 
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among  the  shipping  along  the  levee^  in  the  Fourth  District,  ffom 
which  point  it  extended  rapidly  through  the  adjacent  portion  of 
the  town."  Whether  this  was  regarded  as  importation,  or  domea- 
tic  origin,  we  are  not  informed.  The  prima  facia  evidence  woold 
be  altogether  in  favor  of  its  importation. 

The  following  item,  bearing  on  this  question,  we  take  from  a 
public  journal.  It  is  of  that  class  which  medical  vmtets  aro  too 
^pt  to  disregard,  but  which  makes  a  deep  impreaeion  on  the  unbi- 
assed observer : 

<*  Yellow  Fever  in  Coffee^ — ^The  yellow  fever  has  broken  out  in 
the  town  of  Fulton,  on  the  Ouachita  river,  in  the  interior  of  Loo- 
siana.  The  deaths  in  one  day  were  seventeen.  The  disease  is 
supposed  by  the  inhabitants,  to  have  originated  there,  from  a  con- 
aignment  of  coflfee,  shipped  direct  from  Rio,  by  the  way  of  New 
Orleans." 

In  addition  to  thi^  we  may  mention,  that  the  disease  has  ex- 
tended along  the  river  from  New  Orleans  to  Vicksburg,  and  in  va- 
rious other  directions.  How  far  this  may  be  the  result  of  petaonal 
intercourse,  or  the  extension  of  an  epidemic  atmosphere,  remains 
to  be  developed^  The  journal  from  which  we  have  already  quoted 
says  that  the  fact  is  undeniable  that  the  fever  was  conveyed  from 
New  Orleans  to  Natchez. 

Yellow  fever,  however,  is  not  limited  to  the  South — it  has 
again  appeared  in  Philadelphia,  and  doubtless  there  are  manj 
more  cases  in  New  York  than  have  thus  far  been  reported.  We 
learn  from  t^^  Medical  Examiner  that,  up  to  the  20th  of  August, 
thirty 'eight  cases  had  occurred,  of  which  number,  thirty-one 
proved  fatal,  twenty  four  being  accompanied  with  black  vomit. 

In  regard  to  the  oirgin  of  the  fever,  ihe^zamincr  makes  the  fol- 
lowing statement : 

*'^The  origin  of  thsi  fever  may  be  involved  in  some  doubt  and 
obscurity.  Whether  from  a  specific  germ  imported  in  the  barque 
Mandarin,  or  the  product  of  her  putrid  bilge  water,  or  of  sponts- 
nfions  birth  in  that  parttcuUr  locality  where  the  tm^tioa  fint 
jpoua^ifested  itself,  still  remains  a  perplexing  question  to  aolye. 
Que  circumstance  connected  with  its  history  is  clear,  yis :  tb^t  no 
yellow  or  malignant  fever,  or  any  epidemic,  pervaded  our  city 
prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  barque  Mandarin.  This  unfortunate 
Teasel  arrived  here,  all  well,  from  Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  after  a  paa- 
aage  of  seventeen  days,  on  the  ISth  of  July  last,  and  hauled  to  at  a 
ivjb^rf  between  Lombard  and  Sonth  Streets.  Six  days  after,  the 
^ft  9utbreak  of  fever  of  ama%aant  type  showed  iUslf  ^^  |l\at  Uga- 
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mediate  vicinity.     From  this  point  it  spread  itself  in  about  one' 
month  over  the  district  above  named. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  state  that  the  Mandarin  came  from  a 
port  in  the  West  Indies,  where  *'  a  few  cases  of  small  pox  and  fe« 
ver "  prevailed  ;  that  she  lost  two  of  her  crew  from  **  fever "  on 
the  passage  ;  that  her  bilge  water  was  in  a  very  foul  condition, 
and  notwithstanding  she  was  detained  at  Lazaretto,  for  cleansing 
purposes,  yet,  after  opening  her  hatches  and  discharging  her  cargo, 
consisting  of  sugar  and  molasses,  the  bilge  water  was  exceedingly 
offensive,  and  before  she  was  removed  by  the  board  of  health,  the 
stench  became  intolerable.'* 

In  another  paragraph,  we  find  the  following  reference  to  a  pos- 
sible local  cause : 

In  enumerating  all  the  facts  in  connection  with  the  appearance 
of  this  fever,  it  most  not  be  overlooked,  that  at  the  dock  fronting 
South  street  there  is  the  open  mouih  of  one  of  the  sewers  of  the 
city,  belching  forth  at  all  times  its  decomposing  compounds  of 
filth,  which,  when  the  tide  is  low,  being  exposed,  must  contami* 
nate  the  immediate  atmosphere  wtUi  foul  and  unwholesome  exha- 
lations." 

The  sewer  referred  to,  can  hardly  be  charged  with  the  produc- 
tion of  the  fever,  for  it  has  doubtless  been  in  the  same  situation 
for  years,  without  having  produced  yellow  fever.  It  is  stated,  also. 
Uiat  all  the  cases,  with  one  exception,  could  be  traced  to  the  af- 
fected district ;  and  even  the  apparent  exception  was  a  drayman 
who  had  been  much  in  the  vicinity.  It  appears,  therefore,  a  war- 
rantable conclusion,  that  the  disease  was  imported  by  the  barque 
Mandarin,  or  originated  in  the  offensive  bilge  water  of  that  vessel. 
It  is  most  probable  that  the  disease  was  fairly  imported  to  Pfaila^- 
delphia. 

The  facts  in  regard  to  these  and  Mmilar  epidemics,  leave  no 
room  to  doubt  that  yellow  fever  is  both  portable  and  contagious, 
although  it  may  originate,  (and  doubtless  does)  in  the  southern 
portions  of  the  United  States. 

As  this  article  is  altogether  fragmentary,  we  may  mention  one 
or  two  additional  points  of  interest  connected  with  the  New  Or- 
leans and  Philadelphia  fevers. 

The  following  paragraphs  are  taken  from  the  JHeto  Orleans  Me- 
dical and  Surgical  Journal. 

**  Tlie  type  of  the  epidemic  differs  but  little  from  that  to  which 
we  have  been  subject  in  former  yean ;  and  the  belief  that  persons 
have  died  of  the  disease  in  six  and  eight  hours  from  the  moment 
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of  seizuroi  can  readily  be  explained  by  a  better  knowledge  of  the 
antecedent  history  of  the  case  ;  for  on  inquiry  it  would  generally 
be  found  that  such  individuals  have  had  slight  fever  and  other 
symptoms  of  the  epidemic  for  two  or  three  days  previously  to 
taking  their  bed  and  calling  in  medical  aid.  This  surmise  gains 
additional  strength  from  the  fact  that  the  attack,  in  many  inatan* 
ces,  has  been  so  insidious  and  destitute  of  alarming  eymptoms, 
that  it  is  with  difficulty  such  persons  could  be  persuaded — could 
be  prevailed  upon  to  submit  to  the  usual  restrictive  treatment. 

It  is  not  strange  that  such  cases,  which  had  been  neglected  for 
two  or  three  days,  in  the  early  and  curable  stage  of  attack,  should 
terminate  in  fatal  black  vomit,  in  a  few  hours  after,  the  physician 
is  summoned  to  the  bed-side  of  his  patient.  So  much  for  the  ap- 
parent malignanly  of  the  present  epidemic.  In  making  the  fore- 
going explanation,  we  aim  not  to  deny  the  existence  of  an  occa- 
sional case  of  extreme  severity  ;  so  severe  indeed  as  to  terminate 
in  death  in  a  few  hours,  in  spite  of  the  best  efforts  of  the  most  skil- 
ful physician  and  the  most  careful  nursing." 

Nothing  is  said  of  treatment^  in  New  Orleans,  except  the  fol- 
lowing negative  declaration.  We  presume  no  treatment  was 
found  very  effective. 

**  Quinine  in  Yellow  Fever. — Our  experience  during  the  present 
epidemic,  with  the  Sulphate  of  Quinine,  has  convinced  us  that 
large  doses  of  this  salt  cannot  be  relied  on  in  the  early  stages  of 
the  attack. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  epidemic,  the  advocates  of  large 
doses  of  quinine,  soon  found  that  this  article,  when  given  in  seda- 
tive doses,  failed  to  accomplish  a  cure,  although  the  febrile  symp- 
toms gradually  gave  way  to  its  use. 

As  the  epidemic  progressed,  and  its  type  and  characteristic  symp- 
toms became  better  known,  few  as  far  as  we  can  learn,  ventured 
to  give  large  and  repeated  doses  of  this  salt,  except  in  particular 
instances.  In  our  previous  epidemic  of  yellow  fever,  the  quinine 
practice  succeeded  best ;  but  it  is  generally  conceded,  as  far  as  we 
could  ascertain,  that  this  season  it  failed  in  a  majority  of  cases  to 
sastain  its  previous  high  reputation — as  a  powerful  curative  agent. 
Hereafter,  we  shall  have  more  to  say  on  this  subject." 

No  mention  is  made  of  the  mode  of  treatment  in  Philadelphia  ; 
and  the  fact  that  thirty-one  out  of  thirty-eight  died,  is  sufficient 
evidence  of  the  failure  of  medicine.  The  Medical  Examiner  gives 
thefoUowtng  account  of  the  symptoms  and  post  mortem  appear- 
ances. 

'*  The  question  may  be  agitated  by  some  one  who  has  not  wit- 
nessed a  single  case  of  this  disease,  "  Is  it  yellow  fever?"  In  an- 
swer, we  would  reply,  that  the  most  reliable  evidence  has  been  fur- 
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nished  of  its  being  genuine  yellow  fever.  Prof.  Samuel  Jackson 
saw  two  of  Dr.  Gegan's  cases,  and  had  one  of  his  own  ;  in  all  of 
them  h«  recognized  the  same  enemy  that  visited  our  city  in 
1820.  Other  gentlemen,  who  had  seen  the  disease  in  the  South, 
and  in  the  West  Indies,  at  once  regarded  the  fever  to  be  similar 
in  all  its  features. 

It  was  ushered  in  by  intense  headache,  pains  in  the  loins  and 
extremities,  distress  at  tho  epigastrium,  nausea  and  vomiting* 
tongue  soft  and  white,  with  red  edges,  eyes  of  a  pink  or  yellow 
color,  skin  assuming  a  yellow  tinge^  in  some  instances  petechiie ; 
the  fever  lasting  for  three  and  sometimes  four  days,  and  then  remit- 
ting; the  patien.  feeling  better,  and  in  some  cases  says  he  is  well; 
but  in  a  few  hours,  prostration  comes  on  rapidly,  with  vomiting  of 
black  matter,  in  which,  under  the  microscope,  blood  corpuscles 
have  been  discovered  ;  the  ejections  from  the  bowels  are  thin, 
watery  and  dark  in.  their  appearance,  with  hemorrhages.  In  the 
fatal  cases,  no  reaction  of  the  system  comes  on,  and  the  patient 
dies  on  the  third,  fourth  or  fifth  day,  and  almost  invariaoly  the 
whole  surface  of  the  body  becomes  of  a  deep  jaundice  color. 

A  post  mortem,  where  it  bas  been  made,  reveals  the  usual  ap- 
pearances found  after  death,  in  those  who  have  died  of  yellow  fe- 
ver, viz. — softening  of  the  raucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  with 
patches  of  inflammation,  the  liver  contracted  and  invariably  of  a 
light  yellow  or  box  wood  color.  In  Feveral  instances  the  peculiar 
black  fluid,  called  black  vomit,  was  found  in  the  stomach  or  in- 
testines." 
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Effects  of  Diseased  Teeth  and  Gums  on  the  General  System^ 
By  J.  RicHABDsoNy  Practical  Dentist,  Cincinnati. 
There  is  perhaps  no  surer,  certainly  no  more  gratifjdng 
evidence  of  rational  and  scientific  progress  in  the  profession 
of  dentistry,  than  is  manifest  in  the  active  thoueht  and  dili- 
gent attention  which  has  already  been,  and  is  still  being  be« 
stowed  by  some  of  its  members  on  the  subject  indicated 
at  the  head  of  this  article.  Whilst  the  accuracy  of  this 
statement  is  conceded,  as  applied  to  this  department  of  scir 
ence,  it  is  matter  of  unaflTected  surprise  ana  regret  that  the 
same  cannot  be  truthfully  said  of  tne  medical  profession  of 
this  day.  It  is  true,  its  great  importance  has  been  repeated* 
ly  acknowledged  and  ui^ed  with  commensurate  ability  anc) 
earnestness  upon  the  attention  of  medical  practitioners  by 
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such  men  as  Rush,  Chapman,  Darwin,  Hunter,  Halford,  ftnd 
others,  but  it  is  equally  true,  that  the  experience,  observa- 
tions,  and  researches  of  these  eminently  practical  men  in  di- 
seases of  the  teeth,  have  not  been  made  available  in  the  treat- 
ment of  general  disease. 

On  the  contrary,  the  practice  of  the  profession  generally  is 
signally  characterised  by  a  strange  and  lamentable  neglect  of, 
and  apparent  contempt  for  the  important  pathological  indica- 
tions, so  frequently  furnished  by  diseased  conditions  of  these 
organs,  and  so  clearly  pointed  out  and  commended  to  their 
attention  by  the  distinguished  persons  already  alluded  to. 
The  labors  of  recent  pathologists  also,  are  as  barren  of  practi- 
cal fruits,  bearing  upon  this  subject,  as  the  profession  at  laige 
are  dead  to  its  importance. 

That  a  misconception  of  the  agency  which  diseased  teeth 
and  the  parts  immediately  asssociated  therewith,  exert  in  the 
production  of  many  affections,  having  but  an  obscure  and  icjs- 
certain  dependence  on  this  primary  source  of  morbid  action, 
ahould  lead  to  some  errors  in  practice,  and  consequent  abor- 
tive treatment,  is  not  very  remarkable.  That  the  wide  range 
of  nervous  phenomena  growing  out  of  those  mutual,  intimate, 
and  mysterious  relations  which  the  several  parts  of  that  sys- 
tem bear  to  each  other,  and  manifesting  tnemselves,  under 
varying  conditions,  in  almost  unlimited  modifications  of  nor- 
mal and  abnormal  action,  should  noibe  fully  comprehended  is 
reconcilable  with  our  knowledge  of  the  imperfect  and  linni- 
ed  nature  of  man's  mental  perceptions.  But  we  are  aided  by 
tno  such  extenuating  circumstances,  in  considering  diseases 
of  the  teeth  and  gums,  as  they  usually  present  themselves. 
We  cannot  avail  ourselves  of  the  plea  oi  obscurity  or  defec- 
tiye  perceptions,  while  the  eye  rests  in  unobscured  vision  on 
organs  black  with  tartar,  mutilated  with  gangrene,  bathed 
in  corruption,  and  reeking  with  foul  odors.  Easy  of  access, 
their  functional  and  structural  lesions  constantly  manifest, 
endowed  with  exquisite  sensibility  under  provocation,  and 
sustaining  intimate  anatomical  and  physiological  relations  with 
some  of  the  most  important  viscera,  as  the  stomach,  lungs, 
bi^n  &c.,  both  by  continuity  of  stnicture,  and  nervoos  sod 
vascular  communication ;  their  conditions  and  relations  aie  at 
once  suggested.  That  such  conditions  and  relations,  in  their 
very  nature  so  obvious,  so  persistant,  so  inveterate,  uneqnivo- 
cal  and  suggestive,  should  attract  so  little  attention  as  piedis. 

Gsing  ana  exciting  causes  to  some  of  the  most  fMmidaMe 
ions  known  to  pathology,  is  truly  inexplicable.    That  they 
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should  have  been  almost  entirely  overlooked  in  this  age  of 
medical  progress,  when  the  science  is  being  continually  en- 
riched b)F  rare  and  valuable  pathological  contributions,  and 
the  ingenious  application  of  mind,  has  marked  this  period  as 
pre-eminently  prolific  in  the  revealment  of  heretofore  occult 
morbific  agencies  and  obscure  morbid  phenomena,  is  not  only 
incomprehensible,  but  furnishes  a  proolem  in  the  history  of 
medical  literature  and  practice,  as  curious  as  it  is  incapable  of 
a  satisfactory  solution. 

We  confess  ourself  unadvised  of  a  single  texUbook  of  re- 
cent date,  emanating  from  the  medical  profession,  in  which 
the  effects  of  a  diseased  denture  on  the  general  economy  is, 
by  any  means,  adequately  considered ;  and  few  indeed,  in 
which  the  subject  is  more  than  incidentally  alluded  to,  either 
directly  or  by  implication.  While  the  modem  school  of 
medical  authors  have  been  thus  derilect,  a  silence  as  ominous 
and  profound  prevails  in  our  medical  schools,  and  for  aughf 
that  is  inculcated  in  the  lecture  room ;  the  M.  D'd  student, 
rejoicing  in  parchment,  eoes  hence  as  profoundly  ignorant  ot 
what  it  concerns  him  to  know  in  this  matter,  as  a  faithful  and 
competent  minister  in  the  "  healing  art, "  as  the  most  unmi- 
tigated Charlaton  that  feeds  and  fattens  on  public  credulity. 

Since  the  days  of  Rush  and  his  co-laoorers  in  this  field, 
therefore,  all  credit  for  whatever  additional  light  has  been  re- 
flected upon  this  department  of  pathological  inquiry,  attaches 
chiefly  and  legitimately  to  a  few  devoted  men  in  the  dental 
profession,  *  and  to  the  fidelity  and  assiduity  of  these  few  in 
collecting  and  promulg^tins;  all  that  is  known  of  dental  mala- 
dies and  their  constitutional  sequells,  the  professions  and  the 
world  are  mainly  indebted. 

We  would  only  add  in  concluding  these  general  remarks, 
that  if  the  practical  truths  already  elicited  on  this  subject, 
meager  as  they  are,  and  limited  as  they  necessarily  have 
been  in  their  practical  application  to  the  necessities  of  men, 
demostrate  as  they  manifestly  seem  to  do,  the  insufficienet/ 
of  pathological  views,  which  prevail  in  regard  to  the  inti- 
mate sympathies  existing  between  diseased  teeth  and  other 
remote  parts  of  the  organism ;  may  we  not  with  some  assu- 
rance, anticipate  a  vast  fund  of  results,  practical  and  scientific, 
not  now  dreamed  of  in  our  philosophy ;  when  these  truths 
shall  be  better  understood,  and  greatly  augmented  by  more 

*  Much  eredit  is  due  Dr.  Bond,  a  phjucUn  of  Baltimore,  and  leetarer  on 
Special  Pathology  and  Therapeutical  la  the  Baltimore  OoUege  of  Dental 
Surgery,  for  valuable  data  and  judicious  comment  on  this  aut^^t  contained 
in  his  excellent  treatise  on  *'  Dental  Medicine." 
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enlarged  inquiry  and  extended  observation.  This  *^  codsq- 
mation  devoutly  to  be  wished, "  will  be  greatly  hastened 
when  the  medical  profession  at  large,  shall  conceive  it  as  im- 
portant to  direct  their  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  teeth 
and  gums,  as  structures  capable  of  furnishing  valuable  corative 
indications,  with  the  same  minute  care  and  diligence  they 
would  finger  the  pulse  or  inspect  the  tongue ;  and  when  medi* 
cal  authors  aud  teachers  in  our  medical  schools,  shall  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  readers  and  students  the  important  tmtii^ 
that  teeth  are  something  more  than  ornamental  appendaees 
or  excressences, — ^that  they  are  living  tissues ;  inseparable 
links  in  the  great  chain  of  vital  functions,  ministering  to  the 
harmony  of  those  functions  when  umimpaired,  endaneering 
the  integrity  and  completeness  of  the  whole  when  broken  or 
corrupted. 

Our  chief  purpose  in  this  communication  is,  to  bring  before 
the  readers  of  the  Lancet^  a  few  selected  cases,  in  confirma- 
tion of  what  has  been  stated  in  relation  to  the  agency  of  di- 
seased teeth  and  gums,  in  the  production  of  constitutional  dis- 
turbances or  particular  local  maladies.  But  as  our  limits 
will  not  admit  of  an  extended  recapitulation,  those  only  will 
be  presented  which  seem  most  likely  to  arrest  attention  and 
awaken  an  interest  in  the  subject.  Such,  we  trust,  will  prove 
acceptable  and  instructive,  to  those  at  least  who  may  not  have 
convenient  access  to  works  on  Dental  Medicine  and  Surgery. 
For  fuller  citations  and  comments,  we  would  refer  the  read- 
ers to  Koeckr's  "  Princ.  Dental  Surgery, "  Bond^s  "  Dental 
Medicine,"  Harris'  "  Princ.  and  Prac.  Dental  Surgery," 
Fitch's  "  System  of  Dental  Sureery,"  and  other  works  of  a 
similar  kind,  that  contain  much,  apart  from  this  subject,  of 
interest  to  the  physician  and  surgeon,  such  works  should  have 
a  place  in  every  medical  library. 

Among  the  most  frequent  and  constant  effects  resulting 
from  disordered  teeth  is  indigestion  or  dyspepsia.  *<  The 
continual  demand  "  says  Dr.  Bond,  ^*  made  upon  the  system 
by  the  vain  efforts  which  nature  makes  to  cure  the  diseases  of 
the  teeth,  and  also  by  the  frequent  and  severe  pain,  diminishes 
the  nervous  influence  which  the  stomach  receives,  and  im 
pairs  its  powers. 

'^  Every  one  is  aware,  that  when  the  stomach  is  fiill,  there 
takes  place  in  that  organ  such  a  concentration  of  nervous  ener- 
gy, as  is  sensibly  felt  by  its  loss  in  other  parts  of  the  body. 
Hence,  the  drowsiness  and  the  indisposition  to  mental  and 
physical  effort  experienced  after  a  hearty  meal. 
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'<  It  is  also  well  known,  that  anything  which  attracts  from 
the  stomach  this  accumulated  nervous  power,  impairs  appe- 
tite and  digestion." 

As  it  is  conceded  that  gastric  derangements,  acting  with 
sufficient  intensity,  may,  through  sympathetic  relations,  by 
simple  extension,  or  by  altering  and  corrupting  the  fluids  of 
the  mouth,  exert  pernicious  influences  on  the  different  tissues 
of  the  buccal  cavity,  by  producing  odontalgia,  caries  of  the 
teeth,  inflammation  of  their  lining  periosteal  membranes,  in* 
flammation  and  ulceration  of  the  mucus  covering  of  the 
mouth,  &c.,  we  might  infer  a  priori  that  diseased  conditions 
of  these  tissues  may  in  like  manner,  compromise  the  func- 
tional integrity  of  the  stomach  sufficiently  to  develop  all  the 
evils  consequent  on  digestion. 

Add  to  the  causes  already  quoted,  the  additional  provoca- 
tion of  imperfectly  comminuted  aliment ;  the  admixture  with 
the  gastric  solvent  of  dead  and  decaying  particles  of  broken- 
down  tooth  bone ;  viscid  and  unhealthy  mucus,  vitiated  saliva 
a  noxious  compound  of  depraved  pus  and  blood  oozingfrom  and 
distempered  gums  and  tnckling  continually  into  the  stomach 
to  exert,  first,  their  baneful  influence  directly  upon  that  im- 
portant viscus,  then  to  be  absorbed  and  thrown  into  the  gene- 
ral circulation,  corrupting  the  nutrititive  actions,  and  enfee- 
bling the  vital  forces  by  a  poisonous  impairment  of  the  ner- 
vous energies  of  the  system,  in  which  the  stomach  largely 
sympathises,  and  we  have  ample  and  abundant  causes  in  ex- 
planation of  the  phenomena  which  usually  present  themselves 
in  these  cases. 

Again,  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  nervous  system, 
furnishes  the  conditions  either  immediate  or  remote,  under 
which  the  organic  functions  are  performed,  and  that  the  fifth 
pair  of  nerves,  from  which  the  teeth  are  supplied,  contains 
many  organic  filaments,  which  brings  it  in  relation  with  the 
sympathetic  system,  for  says  Dr.  Carpenter,  <*  it  is  so  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  sympathetic,  as  evidently  to  supply 
(in  the  head)  the  place  of  a  separate  ganglionic  system  ;'' 
when  these  facts  are  remembered,  we  say  it  is  no  violent 
conjecture  to  suppose  that  morbific  causes,  acting  persistently 
upon  this  great  tn-facial  nerve,  with  all  its  evident  functional 
relations,  should  find  a  corresponding  expression  in  derange* 
ments  of  the  stomach. 

Says  the  same  distinguished  physiologist  before  alluded  to ; 
^*  there  is  good  evidence,  that  the  nervous  system,  has  an  im- 
mediate action  upon  the  molecular  changes  which  constitute 
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the  functtons  of  nutrition,  secretion  &c.;  and  the  channel  of 
such  influence  is  probably  to  be  found  in  tiiat  system  of  pe* 
culiar  fibres,  formerly  described,  which  constitutes  a  consi- 
dersble  proportion  of  the  visceral  nerves ;  existing  much  more 
sparingly  in  most  of  the  cerebro-spinal,  6t£^  bein^  oitiiuiaii/ 
in  the  fifth  pair.  The  ^^  peculiar  jp)res^^  alluded  to,  **are 
chiefly  distinguished  by  their  small  size,  their  diameter  not 
being  above  half  or  one-third  of  that  of  the  ordinary  nervous 
tubercle."  These  fibres,  he  tells  us,  are  peculiarly  abondant 
in  the  trunks  of  the  sympathetic  system,  and  may  be  traced 
into  the  ganglia  of  the  sympathetic,  into  the  ganglia  on  the 
posterior  roots  of  the  spinal  nerves,  and  even  to  the  ganglionic 
matter  of  the  brain  and  spinal  coid.  Are  not  these  facts  sig- 
nificant and  suggestive?  If  Dr.  Carpenter's  hypothesis  m 
regard  to  the  functions  of  this  system  of  nerves  is  correct,  and 
taking  for  granted,  as  a  fact,  the  very  close  anatomical  relm- 
tionsnip  existing  between  its  filaments,  and  those  of  the  fifth 
pair,  is  not  the  mference  obvious,  that  violent  and  long-con- 
tinued irritation  and  inflammation  of  this  latter  nerve,  by  im- 
plicating and  deranging  the  functions  of  the  former  system, 
should  exert  a  marked  and  pernicious  influence  on  the  char- 
acter of  the  secretions  essential  to  healthy  digestion ;  as  the 
saliva,  gastric  juice,  bile,  pancreatic  fluid,  &c.,  by  altering 
their  quantity,  or  vitiating  their  quality,  or  both  ? 

Leaving,  however,  the  further  discussion  of  this  interesting 
subject  to  abler  hands,  we  will  now  substitute,  for  coniectural 
reasons^  the  plainer  matters  of  practical  experience  andf  obser- 
vation. 

Mr.  Coecker  reports  the  following  case : 

Case  1st.  "  Mrs.  P.,  a  lady  of  great  respectability,  under 
the  medical  care  of  Dr.  Jule  Rucco,  of  Leicester  Square, 
had,  some  years  since,  suffered  from  dyspepsia,  as  well  as 
from  various  kinds  of  nervous  attacks,-  of  a  very  annoying  and 
alarming  nature.  This  judicious  physician  had  for  a  long 
time  suspected  the  cause,  and  frequently  proposed  to  consult 
me.  By  the  wish  of  the  lady,  however,  the  dentist  of  the 
family  was  at  last  sent  for,  and  three  or  four  teeth  and 
roots  were  removed,  which  the  attending  dentist  stated,  were 
all  that  could  be  removed.  The  disease  however,  was  only 
aggravated  by  this  interference. 

About  six  months  after,  at  the  doctor's  solicitations,  I  was 
sent  for.  I  found  the  lady  laborin?  under  a  complete  salava- 
tion,  from  an  extraordinary  sympathy  of  all  the  glands  in  any 
way  connected  with  the  teeth.    On  the  previous  night,  and^ 
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indeed  for  many  nights  preceding,  she  had  been  saffering  such 
Tiolent  fits  of  convulsion,  as  to  alarm  the  whole  family- 
The  face  was  affected  with  an  acute  erysipelatous  inflamma» 
tion,  accompanied  with  headache,  as  also  with  considerable 
derangement  of  the  digestive^functions ;  such  as  sickness,  vo- 
miting, loss  of  appetite,  &c.  By  examining  the  mouth,  I 
found,  that  the  previous  dental  treatment  had  been  very  par- 
tial, and  I  proposed  the  removal  of  every  tooth  and  root  which 
produced  irritation.  *^  The  lady  consented  to  my  proposal, 
and  nine  decayed  teeth,  some  of  them  mere  roots,  were  ex- 
tracted. The  patient  was  requested  to  rinse  her  mouth  fre- 
quently, with  a  diluted  astrineent  lotion.  By  this  simple  lo- 
cal treatment,  and  by  the  furtner  medical  care  of  Dr.  Rucco, 
she  was  perfectly  cured  in  about  a  week  after  the  operation." 

Case  2d.  ^^  A  literary  gentleman,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
London,  had  been^br  same  years  under  the  medical  care  of 
Mr.  J.  Derbyshire,  of  Greek  Srreet,  Soho,  on  account  of 
a  constant  state  of  derangement  of  his  digestion. 

*^  Much  sedentary  occupation,  and  some  excessive  grief, 
had  of  late  greatly  augmented  the  distressing  symptoms  gene- 
rally accompanying  this  cruel  disorder.  His  disease  had  as- 
sumed the  cnaracter  of  hypochondriasis.  His  spirits  were  so 
dejected,  and  the  state  of  his  bodily  hee^lth  so  low,  that  he 
was  no  longer  c^;>able  of  attending  to  his  ordinary  business. 

^*  Having  in  some  conversations  with  his  physician,  alludecl 
to  the  influence  of  diseased  teeth  upon  the  general  health,  he 
was  induced,  at  his  next  visit,  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  his 
patient's  teeth ;  and  finding  them  in  a  deplorable  condition,  he 
proposed  a  consultation  with  me  on  the  subject.  After  a  par- 
ticular examination,  I  found  every  tooth  in  the  patients 
mouth,  more  or  less  carious,  or  deaO|  i^id  all  the  gums  wd 
sockets  in  a  very  diseased  state. 

*<  On  the  27th  of  May,  1824,  twenty-one  teeth  and  roots 
were  extracted,  all  of  which  were  more  or  less  in  a  state  of 
putrefaction — ^three  large  grinders  only  excepted,  which  were 
either  suffering  from  complicate^  caries,  or  producing  morbid 
irritation  upon  the  other  parts  bofffi  some  other  causes. 

<'  The  mouth  was  restored  to  perfect  health  in  the  course 
of  about  six  weeks.  During  the  progress  of  tceatment  of  the 
diseases  of  the  mouth,  the  general  health  improved  very  sur- 
prisinghr ;  and  after  the  restoration  of  health  to  all  the  remain- 
ing teeth,  and  t^eir  relative  parts,  the  patient  enjoyed  uninter- 
rupted^ good  health,  and  returned  to  nis  ordinary  prfessional 
avocations." 
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It  would  be  as  edifying  to  know  the  histoiy  of  the  i 

treatment,  to  which  tnis  poor  fellow  was  probably  victimised 
for  some  jjears^  in  an  abortive  attempt  to  restore  him  to 
health,  as  it  is  gratifying  to  know,  that  six  weeks  only  were 
occupied  in  the  successful  attempt,  when  the  root  of  the  mat- 
ter was  once  reached. 

Cast  Zd.  (Dr.  C.  A.  Harris)  <<  In  September,  1830, 1  was 

consulted  by  Mr. ,  at  that  time  a  resident  of  N.  York. 

Before  I  examined  his  teeth,  he  informed  me,,  that  his  gene- 
ral health  had  been  very  bad  for  four  or  five  jears  past,  and 
that  he  had  applied  to  some  of  the  most  eminent  pnysicians 
in  New  York,  Troy  and  Albany,  but  had  not  obtained  any 
permanent  relief  from  his  sufferings. 

<^  The  character  of  the  symptoms'' that  prevailed  at  this 
time,  was  very  peculiar.  His  oigestive  organs  were  so  much 
deranged,  that  ne  was  obliged  to  observe  the  strictest  regi- 
men, and  confine  himself  to  the  simplest  kind  of  vegetable 
food.  Besides  the  dyspeptic  affection  with  which  he  was 
troubled,  he  had  severe  paroxysms  of  headache  and  vomiting, 
that  recurred  at  regular  intervals  of  from  four  to  five  weeks. 
These  were  always  preceded  by  numbness,  which  com* 
menced  in  his  tongue,  and  extended  thence  throughout  the 
whole  system.  Tnis  sensation,  continued  usually  for  about 
two  hours,  when  it  was  succeeded  by  a  violent  pain  in  the 
head  and  partial  vertigo,  from  which,  in  about  ten  hours,  he 
was  relieved  by  vomitms.  The  effects  of  these  paroxysms 
lasted  about  ten  da^s,  and  the  other  symptoms  had  continued, 
without  much  mitigation,  for  three  years. 

<<  On  examining  his  mouth,  I  found  many  of  his  teeth 
much  decayed,  and  nearly  all  of  them  covered  with  tartar. 
The  roots  of  some  were  denuded  of  the  gums,  the  alveolar 
processes  more  or  less^  absorbed,  the  gums  turgescent,  fiin- 

?oid,  bleeding  on  the  slightest  touch,  and  of  a  da%  red  color, 
]*fae  secretions  of  the  mouth  were  viscid,  and  their  exhala- 
tions exceedingly  offensive. 

<<  On  examimng  his  mouth,  I  gave  it  as  mv  opinion,  that 
the  diseased  state  of  his  teeth,  was  the  cause  of  his  affliction. 
Such  of  his  teeth,  as  could  not  be  perfectly  restored,  were  ex- 
tracted, and  the  tartar  removed  at  different  sittings.  His 
gums  were  freely  scarified,  and  a  tonic  astringent  and  deter- 

Sent  wash  directed  to  be  used  three  or  four  times  a  day.  Un- 
er  this  treatment,  the  local  affection  of  the  mouth  rapidly  dis- 
appeared, and  in  almost  four  or  five  weeks,  his  teeth  and  gums 
became  perfectly  healthy.    His  general  health  also  began  to 
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improve,  and  in  about  two  months  it  was  perfectly  restored, 
ana  has  so  continued. " 

The  superiority  of  Dr.  Harris'  views  of  the  pathology  of 
the  above  case,  over  those  of  the  ^*  eminent  physicians ''  allu- 
ded to,  is  sufficiently  apparent;  while  the  stmplicity  of  treat- 
ment, and  its  economy  of  /ime,  were  only  equalled  by  its  ex- 
traordinary success. 

Case  4th.  Some  years  since,  a  lady  came  from  a  distant 

EEirt  of  the  country  to  this  city,  (Philadelphia)  aud  placed 
erself  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Chapman.  He  found  her  labor- 
ing under  every  symptom  of  obstinate  dyspepsia,  by  which 
her  health  and  strength  were  e^reatiy  impaired.  His  correct 
and  well-known  acumen  in  the  pathology  of  disease,  imme- 
diately led  him  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  her  gums  and  teeth. 
He  found  her  gums  in  a  high  state  of  inflammation,  and  many 
of  her  teeth  loose  and  diseased.  By  his  direction,  she  applied 
to  one  of  our  most  respectable  dentists,  and  had  her  mouth 
and  teeth  placed  in  a  healthy  condition,  and  with  the  return 
of  health  in  her  teeth,  gums,  &c.,  every  dyspeptic  symptom 
left  her,  and  she  became  quite  well." 

Case  6ih.  (Dr.   Fitch),  "Mrs.   S ^  aged  about 38 

years,  was  sent  to  me,  by  one  of  our  most  eminent  physicians, 
with  a  request  that  I  would  examine  her  teeth,  and  perform 
such  operations  upon  them  as  I  judged  proper,  to  render 
them  and  the  gums  healthy.  The  state  of  this  lady's  health 
was  miserable,  she  was  harassed  by  the  most  aistressing 
symptoms  of  dyspepsia.  Her  digestion  was  very  imperfect, 
tne  stomach  initatea,  loss  of  appetite,  and  a  most  melancholy 
depression  of  spirits. 

**  Upon  examining  her  teeth  and  gums,  I  found  nearly  all 
the  former  in  a  state  of  disease,  and  tne  latter  were  in  a  state 
of  suppuration,  much  inflamsd  and  swollen.  A  considerable 
deposit  of  tartar  was  formed  around  the  necks  of  the  teeth, 
and  some  whose  fan^  were  denuded  of  the  sum  as  a  conse- 
quence of  this  deposit,  and,  in  fine,  her  mouth  was  in  a  gene- 
ral state  of  disease.  I  need  not  detail  the  several  operations 
by  which  her  mouth  and  teeth  were  rendered  healthy ;  suffice 
it  to  say,  that  in  about  four  weeks  her  mouth  was  perfectly 
well.  The  amendment  of  the  general  health,  after  the  first 
operations  were  performed  on  her  teeth,  was  also  surprising, 
and  would  have  been  entirely  so  to  any  person  not  acquainted 
with  the  immense  sympathy  between  the  mouth,  gums,  &c., 
and  the  stomach. 

<<  Within  five  weeks  after  I  saw  her,  every  vestage  of  di- 
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sease  ia  her  digestive  orgaos,  left  her,  and  she  was  appttseolly 
in  perfect  health.'* 

Case  6th.  (Dr.  Bush)  <<  I  was  consulted  by  Mrs.  T.  B.« 
who  had  been  affected  for  several  weeks  with  dyspepsia  and 
tooth-ache.  Her  tooth,  though  no  mark  of  decay  appeared 
in  it,  was  drawn,  by  my  advise.  The  next  day  she  was 
lieved  from  her  distressing  stomach  complaints ;  and  has 


tinued  ever  since,  to  enjoy  good  health.  From  the  sound- 
ness of  the  external  part  of  the  tooth,  and  the  adjoining  giinuy 
there  was  no  reason  to  suspect  a  discharge  of  matter  m>m  il 
had  produced  the  disease  of  the  stomach."  (doubtless  it  was 
due  to  the  irritation,  and  the  consequent  deviation  of  nervous 
influence  to  the  suffering  parts.    Dr.  Bond.) 

Such  are  a  very  few  of  the  well  authenticated  cases  on  re- 
cord, attesting  the  agency  of  a  diseased  denture  in  the  pro- 
duction of  gastric  derangements,  and  consequent  general  con- 
stitutional ill  health ;  sufficient,  we  think,  in  their  character 
and  results,  to  give  the  subject  importance.  How  many 
thousands  of  dyspeptic  patients,  have  been  unwittingly  (on 
the  part  of  the  physician  and  dentist)  benefited  by  the  same 
treatment,  or  how  many  have  gone  down  to  a  prematiBv 
grave,  for  the  want  of  it,  we  have  no  means  of  determining. 

<^  Almost  inappreciable  "  says  Dr.  Fitch,  <<  are  the  begin- 
ings  of  many  fataJ  diseases ;  and  could  the  ffzve  reveal  its  se- 
crets, I  have  not  a  doubt,  when  I  consider  the  number  of  dis- 
eases produced  by  diseased  teeth,  that  it  would  be  found  that 
thousands  are  there,  in  whom  the  first  fatal  impulse  was  gi- 
ven by  a  diseased  state  of  these  organs ;  and  could  I  raise  ray 
voice,  so  as  to  be  heard  by  every  medical  man  in  America,  i 
would  say  to  them,  attend  to  yoor  patient's  teeth ;  and  if  they 
are  diseased,  direct  such  remedies  as  shall  restore  them  to 
health ;  and  if  in  health,  such  means  as  will  keep  them  so." 

That  a  variety  of  pulinonary  affections,  and  nuiny  of  those 
located  in  different  sections  of  the  respiratory  tract,  are  pri- 
marily induced,  by  a  transfer  of  irritation  from  diseased  teeth 
and  gums,  is  not  in^>rofaable ;  and  that  a  still  larger  proportion 
are  induced  by  the  saine  causes,  acting  in  conjunction  with 
well  known  predispositions,  to  this  large  and  formidable  class 
of  diseases,  which  otherwise,  under  favorable  circumstances, 
might  never  have  been  developed  during  life,  would  seem 
scarcely  to  admit  of  a  question. 

Nor  is  the  testimony  of  experience  and  observation,  want- 
ing to  fortify  us  in  the  statement,  that  the  same  causes  exert 
a  mischievous  influence  in  the  premature  developemeit  ol 
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phthisis  pulmonalis.  They  cannot  perhaps,  be  said  to  act  as 
exciting  causes  in  the  formation  of  tubercles,  except  where 
the  latent  predisposition  to  such  formation  exists ;  in  which 
case,  the  constitutional  tendency  may  be  early  awakened  into 
active  and  confirmed  developement,  and  the  fatal  result  greatly 
precipitated  by  the  continuous  operation  of  these  causes. 
The  following  is  a  case  in  illustration. 

"  Dr.   M. J  an  eminent  physician  in  the  State  of 

Maryland,  reports   the    following    extraordinary    case.*' — 
I  (Dr-  Bond) 

**  In  the  summer  of  1834, 1  was  called  to  visit  Mr.  D. 

f  M J  who  had  come  into  this  neighborhood,  to   obtain 

the  benefit  of  the  country  air,  having  resided  in  Baltimore 
I  Irom  his  earliest  youth.     When  I  saw  him,  he  was  in  the 

last  stage  of  phthisis  pulmonalis.     He  gave  me  the  following 
I  history  of  his  case: 

(  <<  About  eight  years  previous,  he  felt  a  soreness  and  tume- 

I  faction  in  his  gum,  at  the  posterior  part  of  his  mouth,  and  as 

he  had  never  cut  the  dentes  sapientis,  he  thought  the  dis- 
\  quietude  was  occasioned  by  the  progress  of  one  of  these 

I  teeth,  and  in  consequence,  eave  it  no  attention,  until  the  sore- 

I  ness  and  inflammation  bad  extended  themselves  over  the 

I  whole  surface  of  his  mouth  and  fauces.     The  tooth  not 

I  having  protruded  through  the  gum,  he  consulted  his  family 

i  physician,  who  advised  immediate  extraction. 

I  *<  In  conformity  with  this  advice,  he  called  on  an  eminent 

I  physician  of  Baltimore ;   but  the  tooth  not  having  presented 

f  itself,  and  the  cause  of  his  suffering  being  doubted,  the  ope- 

ration was   deferred.     His  sufferings,  however,  having  oe- 
f  come  intolerable,  and  the  irritation  having  extended  itself 

I  to  the  lungs,  producing  considerable  uneasiness,  he  determi- 

ned, if  it  were  at  all  possible,  to  have  the  tooth  removed. 
I  A  few  days  after,  he  stated  his  determination  to  the  dentist. 

The  gum  was  freely  split,  and  after  considerable  pain  and  dif- 
ficulty,  the  tooth  extracted.  The  inflammation  in  his  mouth 
and  fauces  immediately  subsided,  his  appetite  returned,  and 
bis  general  health  soon  became  as  goad  as  formerly. 

*^  About  three  years  subsequent  to  this,  his  mouth  and  fau- 
ces, under  similar  circumstances,  and  horn  the  same  cause, 
became  very  sore  and  painful.  This  inflammation  soon 
reached  the  lungs,  and  established  a  confirmed  phthisis  pul- 
monalis.    He  died  a  few  weeks  after  my  first  visit." 

Dr.  Fitch's  remarks  upon  this  subject,  are  too  apposite  to 
be  omitted  in  this  coxmectioxL 
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"  I  think  we  may  safely  infer,"  he  remarks,  "  althoagh  di-* 
seased  teeth  do  not,  in  every  instance,  excite  general  disease^ 
of  the  system  and  of  the  lungs,  yet,  like  an  insidious  enemy 
they  are  ever  ready  to  unite  with,  or  exasperate  other  causes ; 
so  as  finally  to  undermine  the  powers  of  the  system.  I  would 
earnestly  solicit  the  attention  of  the  medical  faculty  in  gene* 
ral,  to  a  critical  inquiry  into  the  state  6f  the  teeth,  in  all  cases 
of  pulmonary  affections ;  and  there  is  hardly  a  doubt,  that 
their  inquiry  would  result  in  the  general  conclusion,  that  a 
diseased  state  of  the  teeth  and  gums,  does  very  frequently  ex- 
cite pulmonary  affections,  especially  in  persons  predisopsed 
to  them,  and  always  aggrat^ates  these  complaints,  let  them  be 
excited  by  whatever  cause  they  may.'* 

Numerous  and  well  authenticated  cases,  of  tic-dolou^ 
roux,  are  on  record,  in  which  the  immediate  cause  of  that 
most  painful  and  intractable  affection,  for  the  relief  of  which, 
patients  are  so  often  incontinently  drugged  and  subjected  to 
violent  operations,  are  unmistakably  traced  to  some  diseased 
condition  of  the  teeth.  An  almost  infinite  variety,  also,  of 
those  distressing  nervous  affections  so  frequently  located 
about  the  face,  head,  neck,  and  shoulders,  and  indiscrimi* 
nately  styled  net^ra/gia,  may  often  be  referred  to  the  same 
causes.     Of  such  are  violent  and  continued  nervous  headache, 

Eainful  affections  of  the  eyes,  ear-ache,  pain  in  the  temples, 
emicrania  and  an  endless  variety  of  nondescript  sensations^ 
not  susceptible  of  any  classification. 

In  diseases  of  the  maxillary  sinns,  embracing  all  interme  - 
diate  morbid  conditions,  from  simple  irritation  of  its  lininc^ 
membrane,  to  the  gravest  and  most  fatal  forms  of  diseased 
action,  known  to  invade  this  cavity,  (and  they  are  frequent 
beyond  what  is  generally  suspected),  the  cause  is  due  in  per^ 
haps  nine  cases  out  often,  to  some  diseased  condition  of  those 
teeth  placed  in  close  relation  with  it.  Dr.  Harris  reports  an 
array  of  tacts,  in  confirmation  of  this  statement,  as  interesting 
as  they  are  conclusive. 

Dr.  Rush  relates  a  very  interesting  case  of  epilepsy,  which 
was  perfectly  cured  by  the  extraction  of  a  few  decayed 
teeth.  Also  a  case  of  rheumatism  in  the  hip  joint,  which 
was  associated  with  tooth-ache,  and  immediately  relieved  by 
extraction  of  the  tooth.  He  also  states,  that  in  one  instance, 
insanity  was  induced  by  decayed  teeth,  which  were  not 
accompanied  with  pain. 

To  the  same  catarary  of  causes,  we  may  oftentimes  refer 
hysteria,  hypochonariaais,  convulsions,  vertigo,  opthalmia. 
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*<  glandular  swellings  in  the  neck,  enlargement  and  inflamma- 
tion  of  the  tonsils,  either  chronic  or  acute ;  ulcerations  of  the 
tongue  and  lips,  often  assuming  a  malignant  action  from  con- 
tinued irritation,  &c."* 

That  disorders  of  the  teeth  and  ^ms,  may  produce  de- 
langementi  of  the  catamenial  functions,  would  appear  from 
the  following  case. 

Dr.  SeiboTd  gives  an  account  of  "  a  young  Woman,  who 
had  been  affected  for  several  months  with  great  inflamma- 
tion, pain,  and  ulcers  in  the  right  upper  and  lower  jaws,  at 
the  usual  time  of  the  appearance  of  the  catamenia,  which 
Were  always  deficient  in  quantity.  Upon  inspecting  the  seats 
of  these  morbid  affections,  the  doctor  discovered  several  of 
the  molars  in  both  jaws  to  be  decayed.  He  directed  them  to 
be  drawn,  in  consequence  of  which,  the  woman  was  relieved 
of  the  monthly  disease  in  he  mouth,  and  afterwards  had  a  re- 
gular discharge  of  her  catamenia.^' 

Such  is  but  a  brief  summary  of  the  reliable  data,  throwing 
light  upon  this  important  subject,  yet  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that 
tenough  is  presentea  to  furnish  subject-matter  for  prontable  di- 
gestion, and  to  incite  to  further  inquiry,  on  the  part  of  those 
who  take  a  just  pride  in  availing  themselves  of  every  source 
of  information,  that  may  lead  to  increased  success  in  the 
practice  of  their  high  and  humane  calling. 


A  Case  of  Compound  Comminated  Fracture  of  the  Fore^ 

Arm — Recovery.    By  D.  A.  Lathrop,  M .  D.,  of  Bellows^ 

Ohio. 

The  following  case  of  severe  fracture  of  the  upper  and 
lower  extremity,  may  be  of  some  practical  use  to  those  who 
resort  to  the  amputating  knife,  in  very  severe  injuries,  without 
first  making  an  effort  to  save  mutilated  limbs. 

A  conductor,  in  the  employ  of  the  M.  B.  and  L.  E.  R.  R. 
Co.,  while  in  the  act  of  brakmg,  was  thrown  from  the  top  of 
an  eight  wheel  car,  fracturing  the  patella,  and  otherwise  injur- 
ing the  right  arm  ;  one  wheel  or  the  car  (supposed  to  carry 
a  weight  of  six  thousand  pounds)  passed  over  the  right-fore- 
arm, near  the  middle  of  lower  tnird,  literally  crushing  the 
soft  and  bony  parts,  leaving  the  radial  artery  uninjured;  se- 
veral small  spicula  of  bone  were  removed  at  the  time.     A 

*  Listo&'t  8aig«i7. 
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free  use  of  cold  water  for  several  days  until  suppuration 
established,  after  which,  Unseed  poultice  was  used,  during 
the  supurative  stage,  which  continued  several  weeks ;  during 
the  time  nearly  all  the  bone  for  a  space  of  three  inches  was 
removed,  after  which  the  arm  was  dressed  with  dry  lint,  it  is 
now  seven  months,  the  arm  is  sound  (as  well  ^  strong)  of 
natural  shape,  and  nearly  as  long  as  its  mate.  The  cavity 
made  by  the  removal  oi  the  bony  parts,  is  filled  up  with 
what  I  suppose  new  bony  matter.  The  fingers  are  of  na- 
tural shape,  but  he  has  no  power  of  motion  whatever;  has 
free  use  of  his  arm.  Whether  he  ever  will  have  control 
over  the  motion  of  his  fingers,  time  only  will  determine ;  but 
I  infer  not. 


Notes  of  a  few  Canes  of  Hernia.  Treated  by  T.  J.  Orr, 

Cincinnati. 

Case  1st. — A.  D.,  aged  forty-seven  years,  very  corpulent, 
weighing  over  three  hundred  pounds,  had  been  ruptured  at  the 
umbilicus  for  about  three  months ;  the  rupture  was  through 
the  lower  margin  of  the  ring,  extending  down  the  linea  alt)a 
about  ten  lines,  forming  with  the  ring  a  triangular  opening. 
The  tumor  when  fully  protruded,  was  about  eighteen  lines  ia 
diameter,  very  tense,  but  could  be  readily  reduced  by  pressure 
with  the  Suffers. 

Mat  14tn. — Returned  the  bowel  and  applied  a  pyramidal 
or  nipple-shaped  pad,  corresponding  in  its  lateral  diameters  to 
the  irregular  form  of  the  herniary  opening,  and  of  such  a  size 
fls  to  pass  in  firmly  agaiast  its  edges,  bemg  prevented  by  a 
rounded  shoulder  on  the  body  of  the  pad  from  sinking  deeper 
than  the  thickness  of  the  wall  of  the  abdomen. 

June  17th. — Removed  the  instrument,  and  found  the  skin 
very  red  and  tender  to  the  touch,  the  discoloration  around  the 
navel  beins  about  the  size  of  a  dollar,  and  supposing  the  infla- 
mation  haa  terminated  in  the  efiusionof  lymph,  we  applied 
the  '*  cup  pad, "  formed  like  the  preceeding,  but  excavated  in 
its  centre  to  such  a  width  as  to  reach  a  line  or  two  beyond  the 
margin  of  the  opening,  and  to  such  a  depth  as  to  contain  only, 
and  be  completely  filled  by,  the  skin  and  the  other  coverings 
of  the  herma — wider  at  its  mouth  than  at  the  bottom,  so  as 
not  to  strangulate  the  patts  included. 

June  27tn .-On removing  the  instrument,  the  navel  presented 
the  appearance  of  a  latge  rivet  head — an  exact  cast  of  the  cup 
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in  the  pad,  the  redness  had  entirely  disappeared  from  the  part 
contained  within  the  excavation,  but  a  bright  areola  remained 
outside  of  the  boundary  marked  by  the  cup.  The  part  was 
washed  with  cold  alum  water,  and  the  instrument  re-applied. 

July  10th. — Lifted  the  pad  off  and  examined  the  protube- 
rance which  was  of  the  same  color  and  temperature  of  the 
healthy  skin,  but  felt  like  a  solid  cartilaginous  knob,  perfectly 
aglutinaied  together  down  to  the  ring.  There  was  no  impulse 
imparted  to  the  finger  when  the  patient  coughed. 

The  cupped  pad  was  now  laid  aside,  and  one  slightly  con- 
vex applied,  which,  in  ten  days,  flattened  down  the  projection 
and  completed  the  cure. 

Case  2d. — Mr.  J.  T.,  aged  forty-five,  a  merchant  of  deli- 
cate habit  and  very  relaxed  fibre,  had  hernia  of  both  sides  for 
ten  years ;  general  health  much  impaired,  symptoms,  those  of 
inveterate  dyspepsia.  The  tumor  or  the  right  side  from  the  ex- 
ternal ring  to  the  testicle,  occupied  the  entire  scrotum,  putting 
it  considerably  on  the  stretch,  internal  ring  dragged  within  half 
an  inch  of  the  external,  both  greatly  enlarged  andrelaxed.  The 
sac  was  thickened  by  the  frequent  occurrence  of  inflammation 
in  the  tumor.  On  the  patient  lying  down  the  bowel  would 
pass  immediately  back  in'o  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and 
a^ain  protrude  in  coughing,  turning  in  bed,  or  by  almost  the 
slightest  movement  of  the  body,  keeping  up  in  this  way  an 
incessant  irritation  of  the  digestive  organs. 

The  tumor  of  the  left  side,  about  the  size  of  an  egg,  was 
the  common  inguinal  fprm,  had  not  passed  through  the  exter- 
nal ring. 

May  6th. — Commenced  the  treatment  by  reducing  the  tu- 
mors and  applying  a  double  instrument  with  the  nipple  pads, 
the  elevation  on  the  face  of  the  pad  for  the  right  side,  was  cut. 
to  the  depth  of  three  to  four  lines,  wide  enough,  and  of  such  a 
fi^re  as  to  cover  accurately  the  hernial  aperture,  for  the  left 
side,  the  projection  was  of  about  the  same  depth,  but  longer 
as  the  rings  were  the  usual  distance  apart.  These  pads  so 
formed,  that  their  lower  margins  corresponded  exactly  with 
Pupart's  ligament,  the  projections  from  their  face  resting  over 
the  centre  of  the  inguinal  passage. 

May  20th. — Removed  the  truss  and  found  under  each  pad 
a  red  spot  of  the  same  shape  and  size  of  the  projection 
on  the  pad  ;  directed  a  cold  wash  for  the  part,  and  the  instru- 
ment to  be  reapplied. 

June  10th. — Examined  the  patient,  the  hi^h  part  of  the  pad 
was  entirely  buried  in  the  integumeDts,  forming  a  deep  iuMxir 
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tation  which  was  very  red  and  tender.  The  nipple  pads  were 
now  removed,  and  the  cupped  ones  took  their  place,  their  cavi- 
ties so  formed  as  to  exactly  cover  the  depression  caused  by 
the  pressure  of  the  former. 

Jui.T  1st. — Found  that  the  inflamed  depression  in  the  wall 
of  the  abdomen  had  mounted  up  into  the  cups  in  the  pads  pnd 
so  completely  packed  in  as  to  impart  to  the  touch  the  sense  of 
much  greater  aensity  than  the  surrounding  parts.  The  skin 
covering  the  eminence  had  entirely  lost  its  redness,  was  in  fact 
paler  than  elsewhere,  having  an  appearance  of  the  efiiision  of 
serum  under  the  cuticle.  Ordered  the  use  of  an  astringent  lo- 
tion^ and  the  pads  to  be  returned  into  precisely  the  same  track. 

July  16th. — Found  no  appreciable  change,  the  instrument 
was  worn  from  this  time  until  the  fifteenth  of  Au^st,  when 
the  case  apppeared  to  be  radically  cured  but  for  tear  that  it 
might  return,  an  instrument  of  about  half  the  strength,  with  flat 
pads  was  substituted  and  worn  for  thirty  days,  when  the  pa- 
tient was  able  to  dispense  with  it  altogether. 

Case  3d. — Master  Gkorob,  a  lad  eight  years  old,  had 
scrotal  hernia  of  the  right  side,  caused  by  a  paroxysm  of 
whooping-cou^h,  the  bowel  was  projected  throu^  the  ingui- 
nal passage  with  great  force,  so  as  to  reach  a  pomt  quite  be* 
low  the  posterior  margin  of  the  scrotum,  where  it  lodged  be- 
tween the  skin  and  perineal  facia  near  the  anus. 

This  case  may  be  said  to  be  the  same  as  if  it  had  been  con- 
genital, for  up  to  the  time  of  the  protrusion  of  the  gut,  there 
had  been  but  one  testicle  (  i.  e.  the  left  one),  the  bowel  could 
be  stripped  back  with  the  fingers  through  the  abdominal  rings, 
leaving  behind  the  sac  which  was  evidently  the  tunica  vagi- 
nalis,  and  the  other  coverings  of  the  testicle  perfectly  empty, 
or  at  least  containing  nothing  but  the  mere  rudiments  of  that 
gland. 

The  treatment  in  this  case,  after  the  bowel  had  been  re« 
duced,  consisted,  first  in  the  use  of  the  pyramidal  pad  for  thirty 
days,  followed  by  the  cupped  one,  which  was  worn  about  the 
same  length  of  time,  when  the  instrument  was  taken  ofl^  since 
which  ( being  over  five  months )  there  has  been  no  appear- 
ance of  the  disease  up  to  the  present  time. 

[  We  have  examined  a  number  of  the  cases  of  Hernia  that 
have  been  treated  by  Dr.  Orr's  peculiar  method ;  and  we  are 
fully  satisfied  that  his  success  entitles  him  to  the  confidence  of 
the  profession.  There  is  no  department  of  Surgery  in  which 
there  is  so  much  quackery  as  in  the  management  of  Hernia, 
and  in  this  city  it  has  been  allowed  to  go  too  much  into  the 
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hands  of  unprincipled  charlatans,  who  have  no  knowledge  of 
the  anatomy  of  the  parts  involved,  or  the  proper  mechanical 
means  to  be  used  for  their  relief.  We  are  therefore  pleased 
to  see  a  man  of  Dr.  0*'s  integrity  and  qualifications,  making 
Hernia  a  speciality.]  W. 


Dysentery,  or  Bloodg-Flux,  its  it  appeared  at  Bainbridge , 
O.,  and  vicinity  J  during  tlie  summer  and  autumn  of  1852. 
By  S.  C.  Roberts,  M.  D. 

This  disease  prevailed  in  an  epidemic  form,  commencing 
aboutthe  fifleentn  of  June,  and  continued  until  the  tenth  of  Oc- 
tober. The  symptoms  of  the  disease  were  not  materially  dif- 
ferent from  those  usually  attending  dysentery.  Its  approach 
was  generally  announced  by  the  premonitory  symptoms  ordi- 
narily described  by  authors  as  attending  that  disease ;  such  as 
general  uneasiness,  lassitude,  with  gripmg  pains  in  the  abdo- 
men, often  increased  on  goin^  to  stool,  costivness  or  diarhcea, 
soon  followed  by  the  evacuation  of  small  quantities  of  mucus 
tinged  with  blood,  accompanied  by  severe  straining  and  tenes- 
mus. In  a  majority  of  cases,  chiliness  and  fever  were  among 
the  earlier  symptoms,  together  with  pain  in  the  head,  back, 
and  limbs ;  tongue  coated  with  a  whitish  or  brown  fur,  with 
thirst  and  want  of  appetite.  Though  not  unfrequently  the  ap- 
petite appeared  very  little  impaired  until  after  other  symptoms, 
announcing  the  approach  oi  the  disease,  were  present.  In 
those  cases  that  assumed  a  chronic  form,  the  tongue  presented 
a  smooth  and  deep  red  appearance. 

As  above  stated,  the  dejections  were  principally  mucus 
tinged  with  blood,  but  often  resembling  a  jelly-like  mass.  Oc- 
casionally there  was  fcecal  matter  in  the  dejections ;  though  it 
did  not  indicate,  so  far  as  we  have  observed,  any  amendment 
in  the  disease. 

In  the  severer  cases,  which  jrielded  more  stubbornly  to 
treatment,  the  discharges  were  ( so  to  speak )  of  a  hemorrha- 
gic character,  consistmg  often  of  almost  pure  blood,  wi!h 
membranous  shreds,  resembling  very  much  the  scrapings  or 
washings  of  meat,  and  very  fetid,  the  odor  being,  as  it 
were,  almost  peculiar  to  that  disease.  The  skin  was  dry ; 
urine  scanty  and  high  colored;  tenderness  of  the  abdomen 
was  also  present  to  a  ^eater  or  less  extent,  though  generally 
confined  to  some  particular  spot  in  the  track  of  the  colon'; 
which  was  most  commonly  found  to  be  in  that  part  of  the  in 
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testine,  denominated  the  descending  colon ;  but  often  as  the 
disease  advanced,  the  entire  track  became  involved,  the  ten- 
derness extending  over  the  whole  abdomen  which  would  fre- 
quently cause  patients  to  flinch  or  show  signs  of  fear  at  the 
mere  approach  of  the  hand. 

These  were  the  general  symptoms  of  the  disease  as  it  ap- 
peared in  the  epidemic  under  consideration. 

Locality — bainbridffe  is  a  village  of  eieht  hundred  inhabi- 
tants, situated  in  the  vafley  of  Paint  Creek,  Ross  county,  O. 
The  creek  runs  in  a  circular  direction  around  it,  from  S.  W. 
to  N.  E.,  forming  a  semi-circle  at  a  distance  of  from  one  to 
two  rnile^  from  the  village,  which  is  situated  on  what  is  de- 
nominated the  second  bottom.  The  soil  is  very  rich  and  pro- 
duces all  kinds  of  vegetation  rapidly,  the  decay  of  which,  to- 
5 ether  with  the  depressing  influence  of  some  rather  marshy 
istricts,  and  a  number  ofmill-ponds  on  the  main  stream  and 
its  tributaries,  no  doubt  produces  malaria  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent ;  from  the  fact  of  intermittents  being  prevalent  during 
the  latter  part  of  summer  and  the  fall  months.  The  country  for 
several  miles  north  of  the  valley  is  rather  broken  or  hilly,  and 
immediately  south  of  it  is  an  extensive  rans^e  of  rough,  hilly 
territory,  known  as  the  "  SunjUh  Hills,  "  Thus  situated,  dis- 
ease had  seldom  made  its  appearance  in  an  epidemic  form  in 
this  region.  The  disease,  however,  during  the  last  season, 
prevailed  in  the  valley,  (village  included)  and  also  to  some 
extent  in  the  last  mentioned  hilly  region  of  country.  In  the 
valley  it  seemingly  followed  the  track  of  intermittent  diseases, 
and  not  unfrequently  the  two  diseases  were  associated  in  the 
same  family.  And  on  the  table-lands  and  hilly  country  it  ap- 
peared exclusively  among  the  inhabitants  of  newly  cultivated 
larms  who  were  subject  also,  more  or  less,  to  the  use  of  im- 
pure water. 

Causes — Exposure  to  sudden  atmospheric  changes,  un- 
wholesome food  and  malaria  have  been  considered  common 
causes  of  dysentery.  Notwithstanding  those  causes  may  have 
all  co-operated  in  its  production  we  consider  malaria  the 
principal  agent  in  producing  the  disease,  from  the  fact  of  its 
following  the  course  of,  ana  frequent  association  with  mala- 
rious diseases.  Another  fact  may  be  noted  in  confirmation  of 
its  malarious  origin ;  in  the  latter  part  of  the  season,  as  dys- 
entery gradually  subsided,  intermittent  fever  increased  in  pro- 
{ortion.  The  manner  in  which  it  acts  is  rather  speculative. 
^  t  would  appear,  however,  that  the  malarial  poison,  acting  as 
it  does  in  intermittent  diseases,  congests  the  internal  abdomi- 
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nal  organs,  which  eventually  results  in  inflammation.  Its  af- 
fecting the  mucus  membrane  of  the  colon  and  rectum  would 
seem  most  likely  to  be,  from  a  preference  in  consequence  of 
some  peculiarity  or  predisposition  for  which  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  account.  The  number  of  cases  treated  varied  but  lit- 
tle either  way  from  one  hundred  and  thirty.  About  one  fourth 
of  that  number  were  adults.  The  number  of  deaths  were  se- 
ven; two  were  adults,  and  had  a  typhoid  form  of  fever  that  set 
in  a  few  days  after  the  dysenteric  symptoms  first  appeared. 
Two  of  the  remaining  number  were  children  at  the  breast, 
and  the  others  were  from  seven  to  nine  years  of  age.  The 
number  of  males  and  females  attacked  by  the  disease  was 
about  the  same.     No  difi^erence  was  observed  as  to  sex. 

Treatment The  different  cases  required  difierent  modifi- 
cations of  treatment.  In  the  outset  of  the  disease  we  usually 
gave  two  or  three  small  portions  of  calomel  and  opium  at  in- 
tervals of  from  three  to  four  hours,  followed  in  a  few  hours 
by  castor  oil,  after  which  the  principal  reliance  was  placed  on 
opium ;  and  in  all  cases,  and  stages  of  the  disease,  it 
was  an  indispensible  remedy.  It  was  administered  in  suffi- 
cient doses  to  quiet,  in  a  measure,  the  irritation  and  pain,  and 
procure  sleep,  which  was  necessarily  much  interrupted.  We 
used  it  sufficiently  to  keep  up  a  constant  impression,  though 
avoiding  full  narcotism ;  and  to  do  this,  the  dose  had  to  be 
varied  according  to  the  susceptibility  of  the  patient,  and  re- 
peated at  intervals  of  from  three  to  five  hours.  Astringents, 
such  as  acetate  of  lead,  catechu,  tannin,  &c.,  were  used,  but  ap- 
parently without  much  benefit,  and  sometimes  actually  seeming 
to  aggravate  the  disease.  Quinine  was  used  with  decided  ad- 
vantage in  those  cases  that  appeared  to  be  paroxysmal  in 
character.  It  was  given  whenever  an  intermission  was  ob- 
tained, or  a  well  marked  remission  with  no  more  general  ex- 
citement than  was  supposed  to  exist  from  the  amount  of  local 
irritations.  It  was  also  found  beneficial  in  those  cases  requir- 
ing tonic  and  stimulating  treatment.  Fomentations  and  emo- 
lient  cataplasms  to  the  abdomen  with  the  addition  of  tinct. 
opii  were  oflen  considered  beneficial  or  paliative,  at  least,  for 
a  time. 

The  warm  hip  bath  was  sometimes  used  when  the  pain  and 
tenesmus  were  great,  though  we  cannot  say  with  any  marked 
degree  of  relief.  Blisters  over  the  abdomen  were  used  in  the 
latter  stages  of  the  disease  with  decided  benefit.  In  a  few 
cases  that  were  chronic  in  type,  the  nitrate  of  silver  was 
thought  to  be  useful.    Enemas  of  a  small  portion  of  starch 
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and  tinct.  opii  was  occasionally  used  where  severe  tenesmus 
was  present ;  though  if  not  retained  was  not  repeated,  as  Ibej 
tended  to  aggravate  the  symptoms.  Irritation  of  the  bladder, 
with  a  partial  inability  to  void  urine,  was  present  in  aeveial 
cases.  We  ascribed  it  to  the  use  of  opium  ;  though  it  may 
have  resulted  in  part  from  the  extension  of  the  disease  from  the 
rectum.  In  no  case  was  general  blood-letting  deemed  admis- 
sible ;  the  symptoms  throughout  being  of  a  tvphoid,  rather 
than  inflammatory  character.  Local  blood-letting  was  re- 
sorted to  in  a  few  instances,  but  with  little  or  no  benefit. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  proper  to  state  that  during  the  present 
season — ^thus  far,  August  27th — our  village  and  surrounding 
countiT  have  been  almost  exempt  from  disease,  with  excep- 
tion 01  a  few  sporadic  cases  of  dysentery,  and  an  occaaiooal 
intermittent. 


<«^«'*^»^«^^^'*^h^k^«^^«k««^««^a«^«^tatf^tf^rfk#«#4V«««tf«^^h^M^^^ 
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Edinburgh,  August  10,  1853 
I  saw  nothing  vei^  remarkable  in  Glasgow,  although  there 
is  a  very  large  hospital  there,  and  an  eye  infirmary,  except  a 
new  kind  of  grooved  staff  for  operating  for  lithotomy;  it  is  a 
perfectly  rectangular  instrument,  with  a  groove  in  the  lower 
part  only.  The  instrument  being  introduced,  the  angle  is 
made  prominent  in  the  perineum,  and  a  sharp-pointed  bis- 
toury is  thrust  into  the  bladder,  without  anv  penneal  section. 
Dr.  Buchanan  is  the  inventor.  He  extols  it  to  the  skies. 
It  appears  to  me,  it  would  be  difficult  to  introduce  the  staff; 
the  size  is  suited  to  the  patient.  It  has  been  used  in  Glas- 
gow, repeatedly  with  success.  It  strikes  me,  that  if  it  can  be 
introduced^  any  one  could  operate  with  it. 

Mr.  Coulson  did  not  deign  to  notice  it  last  winter,  in  his 
lengthy  review  of  lithotomy,  and  lithotrity,  in  the  Lancet :  I 
asked  Mr.  Syme's  opinion  of  it,  and  the  only  reply  he  made 
was,  to  ask  me  if  Dr.  Buchanan  had  told  me,  how  often  he 
had  divided  the  artery  of  the  bulb,  in  using  it. 

I  have  seen  Mr.  Syme  operate  for  impervious  stricture ;  to 
him,  the  operation  is  very  simple ;  there  is  no  doubt  about 
his  success  in  the  operation,  in  certain  undilatable  strictures 
of  long  standing.  The  case  I  saw  him  cut,  was  of  20  years 
duration,  had  been  often  dilated,  but  recured.  I  think  his  in- 
struments and  the  operation  itself,  though  simple  and  safe, 
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reouire  to  be  seen,  to  be  fully  comprehended. 

Thus  far,  the  faculty  in  Scotland,  unite  in  saying,  that 
McKenzie's  book  on  the  eye,  is  the  best  authority  in  Eu- 
rope. He  is  very  eminent  in  his  profession-^-especially  in 
the  treatment  of  the  eye — in  Glasgow. 

Dr.  Simpson  has  published  a  pamphlet,  in  exposition  of 
homoeopathy,  said  to  he  both  highly  amusing  and  interesting. 
I  will  send  one  if  I  cao,  (I  find  it  is  a  bound  book  not  suitable 
for  the  mail).  I  have  met  no  one  who,  according  to  my  judg- 
ment, is  so  familiar  with  the  diseases  of  females,  as  Dr. 
Simpson.  He  is  undoubtedly,  the  most  eminent  man  in  his 
line,  in  Great  Britain.  Whoever  comes  to  this  country  to 
/earn,  should  spend  some  time  with  him;  he, has  invented 
many  extraordmary  means  in  aid  of  the  treatment  of  ob- 
stinate affections,  which  I  shall  not  attempt  to  describe ;  but 
they  have  yet  to  bear  the  test  of  time,  and  that  is  very  trying 
upon  all  things.  He  is  as  warm  an  advocate  for  chloroform 
in  labor,  as  he  has  always  been ;  he  uses  on  an  average  four 
fluid  ounces  in  each  case ;  he  thinks  much  depends  on  its  pu- 
rity. His  practice  is  worth  about  six  thousand  pounds  ster- 
ling, per  annum  ;  he  has  been  in  practice  only  fifteen  years. 

There  is  but  one  hospital  in  Edinburgh,  at  which  Mr. 
Syme  is  the  great  man,  and,  as  I  think  deservedly  so ;  though 
Mr.  Miller  is  in  good  standing,  and  is  professor  of  surgery  in 
the  University,  has  published  a  good  book,  &c. 

Homceopathy  is  decidedly  declining,  and  will  inevitably 
soon  cease  to  attract  any  attention. 

Dr.  Henderson,  who  is  per  force,  according  to  the  laws  of 
Great  Britain,  professor  in  the  University — teing  elected  for 
life — has  replied  to  Dr.  Simpson's  exposition  of  the  absurd 
system,  and  admits  the  absurdity  of  their  great  fundamental 
principle,  infiniiestimals  ;  but  contends  that  all^medicine  act 
nonuBopathically. 

It  is  believed  that  he  prescribes,  or  gives  medicines  in  the 
same  manner  as  formerly;  but  continues  to  advocate  '^  the 
sj^stem, "  for  revenge  upon  the  regular  profession,  who  called 
him  to  answer,  publically,  for  consulting  with  homoeopa- 
thists,  and  admittmg  some  of  their  absurdities.  Let  it  not  be 
said,  however,  that  Henderson  is  the  true  representation  of 
homoeopathy ;  on  the  contrary,  they  denounce  him  as  a  here- 
tic and  impostor;  they  have  not  proclaimed  any  alteration  in 
their  fundamental  principles — a  perfect  understanding  of 
which — translated  into  English^  is  all  that  is  necessary,  to 
bring  upon  the  ridiculous  thing,  the  contempt  that  it  merits ; 
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and  I  venture  the  prediction,  that  within  five  years,  there  will 
not  be  a  respectable  man,  doing  a  respectable  practice,  under 
the  name  of  homoeopathy,  in  Cincinnati  or  Madison.  Mark 
my  words,  an  utter  falehood  cannot  bear  the  teat  of  time;  and 
homceopathy  woula  never  have  obtained  any  respectable  no- 
tice, had  its  advocates  been  sincere,  honest  men.  But  not 
one  in  a  thousand  of  its  practitioners,  believes  it  to  be  tnie. 
They  practice  it  for  gain  ;  if  they  were  perfectly  irgenuous, 
they  would  all  denounce  it,  and  it  would  at  once^  cease  to  ex- 
ist throughout  the  world.  In  this  country,  not  one  of  them 
e;ets  the  credit  of  being  rincerej  in  their  belief  of  its  Jalse- 
hoods,  called  *^  fundamental  principles. '' 

London,  August  23,  1863. 

I  have  spent  some  hours,  each  day,  in  all  the  important 
hospitals  in  this  vast  city,  and  of  course,  have  seen  and  learn- 
ed iar  more  than  I  can  communicate.  I  have  seen  Mr. 
Coulson  perform  Mr.  Syme's  perineal  section  for  stricture ; 
he  did  it  well,  but  not  so  perfectly  well  as  Mr.  Syme.  I 
have  witnessed  the  removal  of  tumors,  and  a  great  many 
minor  operations,  not  worth  recording;  such  as  extracting 
cataracts,  depressing  the  lens,  and  the  operation  for  strabis* 
mus.  To-day,  at  St.  Bartholomews',  I  witnessed  the  remo- 
val of  a  hydrocele,  from  the  round  ligament  of  a  female — ra- 
ther a  rare  occurrence ;  the  diagnosis  had  been  made  out  by 
puncturing  the  tumour,  and  by  its  subsequently  filling  up. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  nearly  all  those,  who  come  to  London 
to  improve  themselves  in  their  profession,  pay  more  attention 
to  the  operations  than  to  strictly  medical  cases ;  whilst  it  is 
probable,  that  in  their  practice  at  home,  they  have  fifty  me- 
dical cases  for  one  that  is  purely  surgical. 

How  are  we  to  account  for  this?  I  answer  in  several  wars. 
The  truth  is,  it  requires  less  intellect,  and  less  exertion  of 
of  that  intellect,  to  make  a  first  rate  surgeon,  than  a  first  rate 
physician  ;  in  other  words,  it  is  easier  to  learn  surgery  than 
the  practice  of  medicine,  because  it  is  more  mechanical ;  the 
eye  can  assist  us  more  in  learning  the  former  than  the  latter  ; 
and  there  is  an  excitement  about  it,  which  impresses  it  more 
deeply  upon  tl)e  mind,  than  anything,  that  usually  occurs  in 
medical  cases.  But,  I  believe  the  best  surgeons,  are  those, 
who  have  first  learned  to  be  realty  skilfull  physicians.  I  es- 
teem skill  in  medical  cases  ;  a  sine  qua  non,  to  success  in 
the  practice  of  surgery.  If  I  am  mistaken  in  my  logic,  it  is 
not,  because   I  am  prejudiced,  for  I  try  equally  to    learn 
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medicine  and  surgery,  and  have  never  been  able  to  separate 
them  so  completely,  as  they  seem  to  do  here.  Here,  the 
surgeon  twits  the  physician,  on  account  of  the  unceriainty  of 
the  diagnosis,  tieatment  and  prognosis;  B,nd  vice  versa.  I 
think  surgery  quite  as  uncertain,  all  things  considered,  as  me- 
dicine; if  there  are  some  apparent  exceptions,  they  are  only  ap- 
parent when  rightly  considered. 

August  26. 

To-day  at  St.  Georges,  I  have  seen  a  huge  stone  extracted 
from  a  child,  by  Mr.  Johnson ;  he  used  a  scalpel  and  bis- 
toury to  open  the  urethra  then  the  bistoury  cache  to  enlarge 
the  opening ;  chloroform  was  used. 

In  the  same  hospital,  M ,  applied  sutures  to  an  exten- 
sive vesico-vaginal  fissure  or  fistula,  which  I  understood  to 
be  the  result  of  stuffing  of  the  parts.  It  was  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  accomplish,  and  occupied  from  one  to  two  hours ; 
chloroform  was  used.  They  all  use  some  kind  of  apparatus 
for  administering  the  chloroform,  ex<:ept  Dr.  Simpsom,  who 
repudiates  every  thing  of  the  kind,  and  puts  it  upon  a  hand- 
kerchief. 

There  is,unr^oubtedly,  some  cholera  in  London,  but  at  pre- 
sent it  does  not  seem  likely  to  prevail ;  they  can  tell  you  no- 
thing valuable  about  the  management  of  it.  C. 


The  Practice  of  Surgery.  By  Jamks  Miller,  F.  R.  S.  E., 
F.  R.  C.  S.  £.,  Surgeon  in  Ordinary  to  the  Queen  for  Scot- 
land ;  Surgeon  in  Ordinanr  to  His  Royal  Highness  Prince 
Albert  for  Scotland;  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Edinburgh ;  Consulting  Surgeon  to  the  Royal  In- 
firmary ;  etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  Thira  American,  from  the  Second 
Edinburgh  Edition.  Edited,  with  Additions,  By  F.  W. 
Sarqknt,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  Sumons  to  Wills  Hospital. 
Illustrated  by  Three  Hundred  and  Nineteen  Engravings  on 
Wood.  Qua  Prosuni  Omnibus,  Philadelphia :  Blanchard 
&  Lea,  1853. 

The  Surgical  works  of  Dr.  Miller  have  been  long  enough 
before  the  profession  to  be  generally  and  favorably  known. 

The  present  edition  of  his  practice  has  been  Americanized 
by  Dr.  Sai^gent,  and  rendered  much  more  practically  useful 
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than  the  original  work,  by  the  introduction  of  numerous  wood 
cuts,  to  illustrate  the  various  operations,  and  the  surgical  ana* 
tomy  of  the  different  regions  of  the  body. 

The  work  contains  over  seven  hundred  pages,  8vo.  and 
three  hundred  and  nineteen  engravings,  making,  altogether,  a 
very  complete  system  of  practical  Surgery,  of  that  class  to 
which  belong  the  works  of  Liston,  Ferguson,  Druitt,  &c. 
For  sale  by  Derby  &  Co.,  Main  street. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  Children.  By  D. 
Francis  Condee,  M.  D.,  Secretary  oi  the  College  of  i^hy- 
sicians;  Member  of  the  American  Medical  Association; 
Member  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  etc. 
Fourth  Edition.  Bevised  and  Augmented*  Philadelphia : 
Blanchard  &  Lea,  1863. 

It  will  be  sufficient  for  us  to  announce  to  the  Profession, 
that  this  fourth  edition  of  Dr.  Condee's  work  is  now  ready  for 
sale,  as  its  merits  have  been  clearly  established  by  the  very 
extensive  circulation  of  the  former  editions.  There  are  many 
valuable  additions  made  to  this  issue  that  must  enhance  its 
claims  to  the  notice  and  study  of  both  the  practitioner  and 
student  of  medicine.  For  sale  by  Derby  &  Co.,  Main  street, 
Cincinnati. 


Practical  Observations  on  Aural  Surgery  and  the  Nature 
and  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  liar.  With  Ulustrc^ 
tions.  By  William  R.  Wilde,  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland;  Surgeon  to  St.  Mark's 
Ophthalmic  Hospital ;  Honorary  Member  of  the  Royal 
Medical  Society  of  Stockholm,  etc.,  etc.  Qua  Prosuni 
Omnibus.    Philadelphia :  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1853. 

We  are  pleased  to  find  a  work  on  Aural  Surgery,  so  com  - 
plete  and  comprehensive,  as  the  one  presented  to  the  profea* 
sion  by  Dr.  Wilde.  There  are  but  few  Surgical  subjects  that 
we  do  not  find  thoroughly  discussed  by  most  of  the  Surgical 
writers ;  but,  on  the  diseases  of  the  ear,  comparatively  little 
has  been  written;  perhaps  for  the  reason  that  little  was 
known,  of  practical  value,  on  the  subject.  The  difficulty  of 
making  a  correct  diagnosis  of  diseases  of  the  internal  ear^ 
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and  the  unsatisfactory  results  of  their  treatment,  has  discour^ 
aged  most  surgeons  early  in  their  pursuit,  and  turned  them 
away  into  more  promising  fields  for  investigation.  But  fortu- 
nately for  the  profession,  and  for  the  deaf,  Dr.  Wilde  has 
made  the  diseases  of  the  ear  his  study  for  the  past  ten  years, 
and  now  presents  us  this  work,  which  embraces  the  valuable 
results  of  his  experience.  For  sale  by  Derby  &  Co.,  Main 
street,  Gin. 
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ENGLAND. 

A  new  method  ofperformina  Lithotomy  ;  By  Mr.  Llotd, 
of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.^— Our  readers  will  no  doubt 
remember,  that  we  alluded,  some  weeks  asO)  to  two  cases  in 
which  Mr  Lloyd  had  performed  lithotomy  after  a  novel  manner, 
and  promised,  when  they  should  be  complete,  to  report  their 
entire  details.  Since  that  time,  a  third  patient  on  whom  Mr. 
Lloyd  operated  more  recently,  in  a  similar  manner,  has  left 
the  hospital  quite  well ;  and,  as  the  first  twoy  although  not  yet 
cured  as  regards  the  perfect  closure  of  the  wound,  have  been 
for  some  ttme  convalescent,  we  now  proceed  to  redeem  our 
pledge.  But  before  doing  so,  however,  it  may  be  convenient 
if  we  introduce  a  short  statement  of  the  reasons  which  led  to 
the  adoption  of  this  new  operation,  as  we  have  gathered  them 
from  Mr.  Lloyd's  clinical  observations  on  the  subject.  From 
considerations  of  the  fact,  that  deaths  after  the  usual  lateral 
method,  is  commonly  caused  by  one  or  more  of  three  causes, 
viz.,  haemorrhage,  peritonitis,  or  unhealthy  inflammation  of 
of  the  cellular  tissue  around  the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  lower 
part  of  the  rectum^  Mr.  Lloyd  was  led  to  believe,  that  by  a 
modification  of  the  methods  known  as  lithectasy,  and  the  recto* 
vesical  operation,  the  risks  involved  under  these  several  heads 
mi^ht  be,  to  a  very  great  extent,  avoided.  The  modification 
which  he  proposed  was,  to  perform  the  first  half  of  the  opera- 
tion as  if  for  recto-vesical  lithotomy,  and  the  second  after  the 
manner  done  in  lithectasy,  or  that  by  dilatation  of  the  urethra. 
He  determined  to  make  an  incision  from  the  median  line  of  the 
perinieum  into  the  rectum,  dividing  the  posterior  three-fourths 
of  an  inch  of  the  former  structure,  and  about  the  same  length 
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of  the  lowest  part  of  the  front  wall  of  the  rectum,  thus  includ- 
ing the  anterior  commissure  of  the  sphincter  ani  and  the 
fascia  and  cellular  tissue  contained  in  the  reclo-perineal  angle. 
The  next  step  was  to  consist  in  dissecting  upwards  from  the 
wound  just  made,  still  keeping  in  ti)e  median  line,  to  the 
membranous  uretha;  and  having  entered  the  groove  in  the  stafi^ 
and  slit  up  the  whole  length  ofthat  part  of  the  canal,  the  pro- 
static portion  was  to  be  dilated  sufficiently  to  permit  of  the 
extraction  of  the  stone,  without  any  incision  into  either  pros- 
tate or  bladder.    By  keeping  strictly  to  the  median  line,  there 
could  be  no  risk  oi  wounding  any  important  arter}*  of  either 
natural  or  irregular  distribution,  since  none  but  the  inoscula- 
ting  capillaries  and  small  twigs  from  the  opposite  halves  of  the 
body  are  there  found.     Should  any  of  the  hemorrhoidal 
branches,  which  perhaps  form  an  exception  to  this  remark, 
be  wounded,  their  ligature,  in  an  open  and  comparitively  su- 
perficial wound,  like  the  one  described,  would  be  a  matter  of 
perfect  ease.     If  an  objection  were  made,  that  there  was  risk 
of  wounding  the  bulb,  the  remark  might  be  repeated  by  way 
of  answer,  since  it  has  been  proved,  tnat  it  is  not  from  injury 
to  the  bulb  itself,  but  to  the  artery  of  the  bulb,  that  dangerous 
bleeding  is  to  be  apprehended.     Respecting  inflammation  of 
the  cellular  tissue  between  the  bladder  and  rectum,  Mr.  Lloyd 
believed,  that  by  making  a  directly  depending  wound,  freely 
dividing  the  sphincter  ani,  and  the  anele  formed  by  the  rec- 
tum and  perinaeum,  the  possibility  or  the  occurrence  of  its 
cause,  viz.,  infiltration  of  urine,  would  be  almost  entirely  re- 
moved ;  in  fact,  as  a  preventive  measure,  the  exact  proceeding 
would  have  been  adopted  which  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  has  re- 
commended with  some  confidence,  and  practised  with  success^ 
for  the  relief  of  this  condition  after  its  occurrence.     That  the 
new  operation  would  be  attended  with  but  little  risk  of  exci- 
ting peritonitis,  Mr.  Lloyd  thought  was  evident  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  circums'ances,  that  urinary  infiltration  would 
be  prevented,  that  the  wound  would  be  made  entirely  from  be* 
low,  and  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  vesical  layers  of 
that  membrane,  and  that  neither  the  bladder  nor  the  prostate 
would  be  injured.    Having  thus  satisfied  himself  of  the  theo* 
retic  advantages  which  would  attend  his  plan,  Mr.  Lloyd  next 
proceeded  by  experiments  on  the  dead  subject  to  demonstrate 
its  practicability.     In  one  case  in  which  it  was  tried  (an  adult), 
the  necessary  incisions  having  been  made,  the  prostatic  urethra 
was  found  to  dilate  so  readily,  that  it  was  remarked,  that  a 
turkey's  egg  migkt  have  been  extracted,  yet,  on  diatectioQ 
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afterwards,  it  was  proved,  that  the  gland  had  not  been  cut. 
By  this  result  the  most  apparent  objection  to  the  plan,  namely, 
that  the  structure  of  the  prostate  was  of  too  unyielding  a  nature 
to  permit  of  the  extraction  of  a  stone,  was  got  rid  of,  at  least 
as  far  as  calculi  of  ordinary  size  are  concerned.  To  the  sug- 
gestion that  wounds  connecting  the  bladder  and  rectum  were 
not  prone  to  heal,  but  often  left  fistulse,  Mr.  Lloyd  replied, 
that  in  the  proposed  operation  there  would  be  only  a  con- 
nexion between  the  membranous  urethra  and  the  rectum ;  that 
it  was  notorious,  that  WDunds  of  the  rectum,  attended  even 
with  complete  division  of  its  sphincter,  usually  closed  favora* 
biy,  as  also  openings  from  the  perineum  to  the  membranous 
urethra  (as  in  the  perineal  section  of  strictures),  and  stated  that 
he  could  see  no  reason  why  a  combination  of  these  two  con- 
ditions should  not  heal  just  as  well  as  either  of  them  singly. 
In  addition,  also,  to  the  preceding  advantages,  it  was  thought, 
that  the  bladder  would  be  much  more  easily  reached  in  the 
median  line,  and  the  stone  extracted  with  greater  facility 
through  a  direct  than  a  lateral  incision.  Having  premised 
thus  much  explanatory  of  the  views  of  the  operator,  we  will 
now  pass  to  the  cases  themselves,  in  the  course  of  which  the 
details  of  the  operation  will  again  ^ome  under  notice;  extract- 
ing many  of  the  particulars  of  their  after  progress  from  the 
daily  notes  taken  by  Mr.  Jowers,  one  of  Mr.  Lloyd's  dressers. 
Case  L — Frederick  Goley,  aged  6,  was  admitted,  April  14, 
on  account  of  an  abcess  on  the  outer  side  of  the  left  elbow, 
but  complaining  also  of  frequent  and  painful  micturition.  He 
was  a  pale,  cachectic-looking  boy,  of  light  complexion,  and 
had,  since  an  attack  of  scarlet  fever  eighteen  months  ago,  been 
especially  delicate.  It  appeared  that  he  had  complained  of 
increasingly  severe  symptoms  of  urinary  irritation  tor  about  a 
year,  and  that  the  abcess  over  the  el  bow  had  commenced 
about  three  months  ago,  without  apparent  cause.  The  skin 
being  tense  and  thin,  Mr.  Lloyd  at  once  made  an  opening  into 
it,  and  evacuated  about  two  ounces  of  flaky  scrofulous  mattert 
a  poultice  was  afterwards  applied,  and  in  about  ten  days  th , 
wound  was  healed.  On  April  21,  the  boy  had  a  severe  epi- 
leptic fit,  which  lasted  several  hours ;  it  appeared,  on  inquiry; 
that  he  had  experienced  a  similar  one  for  toe  first  time  aboue 
five  weeks  before  his  admission.  On  the  23d,  Mr.  Lloyd 
examined  the  bladder  by  sounding,  and  detected  the  presence 
of  a  stone.  The  urine  was  ammoniacal,  and  deposited  a  thick 
mucous  sediment ;  examined  by  the  microscope,  it  was  found 
to  contain  pus,  blood,  and  crystals  of  triple  phosphate.     A 
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mixture  in  which  the  nitro-muriatic  acid  was  the  principal  in^ 
gradient  was  prescribed,  and  under  its  use  the  condition  of  the 
secretion  much  improved ;  after  a  little  more  than  a  month's 
treatment  the  boy  seemed  to  have  gained  health  sufiBciently  to 
permit  of  the  performance  of  the  operation. 

Operation^   May  31. — Chloroform  having  been  admin- 
istered, the  boy  was  tied  in  the  ordinary  lithotomy  position,  a 
curved  staff,  with  a  rather  deeper  and  wider  groove  tn«m  usual, 
was  introduced  into  the  bladder,  and  the  stone  was  again  dis- 
tinctly felt.     The  staff  being  taken  eharee  of  by  Mr.  P^;et, 
and  held  in  the  usual  position,  Mr.  Lloyd  next  introduced  into 
th^  rectum  a  metallic  speculvm  ani^  which,  as  it  differed 
somewhat  from  those  in  general  use,  we  here  describe.  Its  pe-* 
culiarity  consists  of  its  having  a  constricted  neck,  by  which  its 
retention  within  the  contracted  sphincter  is  rendered  easy. 
This  instrument  having  been  introduced  with  its  aperture 
turned  upwards  to  the  front  commissure  of  the  gut,  its  handle 
was  given  in  charge  to  an  assistant,  and  Mr.  Lloyd  next  pro* 
ceed^  to  the  incisions.     The  angle  formed  by  the  junction  of 
the  perinaeum  and  rectum  was  transfixed  and  divided  with  a 
narrow-bladed  scalpel,  the  knife  being  pushed  with  its  edge 
directed  downwards  into  the  median  line  of  the  perineum, 
about  half-an-inch  from  the  verge  of  the  anas,  allowed  to  enter 
the  front  wall  of  the  rectum,  at  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch 
up  the  gut,  and  then,  by  a  single  sweep,  made  to  cut  its  way 
out  downwards  into  the  cavity  of  the  speculum.    The  next 
step  consisted  in  dissecting  upwards  and  inwards  to  the  mem* 
branous  urethra,  the  operator  keeping  his  left  fore-finger  in  the 
wound,  and  feeling  for  the  staff.     Having  found  the  groove  in 
the  latter,  the  finger  was  placed,  in  order  to  serve  as  a  guide 
to  the  knife,  on  the  anterior  border  of  the  prostate,  at  which 
point  the  knife  Was  made  to  enter  the  groove,  and  by  cutting 
Jbrwards^  division  of  the  whole  leneth  of  the  membranous 
urethra  was  accomplished.     A  pair  of  small  straight  polypus 
forceps  were  next  passed  along  the  groove  in  the  staff,  into 
the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  the  dilatation  of  the  prostatic 
urethra  was  accomplished  by  gently  opetiing  their  blades,  and 
then  dosine  and  re-opening  them  several  times.    During  this 
process,  which  occupied  perhms  nearly  a  minute,  several 
gushes  of  urine  escaped.     The  dilatation  having  been  ejected 
to  such  an  extent  that  the  fore*fioger  could  be  ver^  readily  pas- 
sed, Mr.  Lloyd  withdrew  the  staff,  leaving  his  finger  as  a 
guide,  on  which  a  pair  of  slightly  curved  extracting  forc^ 
were  immediately  introduced.    The  stone  was  at  onc^  found. 
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but,  apparently^  from  its  occupying  the  upper  and  front  part  of 
the  bladder,  it  several  times  eluded  the  grasp  of  the  forceps, 
but  when  once  firmly  seized,  it  was  extracted  with  great  ease. 
In  order  to  prevent  the  roughness  of  the  stone  from  injuring 
the  important  structures  in  the  floor  of  the  prostatic  urethra, 
Mr.  Lloyd  endeavored,  as  much  as  possible,  to  bold  the 
blades  of'^the  forceps  with  their  convexities  directed  upwards 
and  downwards,  while  passing  through  that  part.  The  calcu- 
lus proved  to  be  about  tne  size  of  a  damson  plum,  being  quite 
smooth  on  one  side,  in  which  its  nucleus,  probably  lithates, 
was  displaced,  but  very  rough  on  the  other,  from  irregular 
phosphatic  incrustations.  Having  examined  the  bladder  with 
nis  finger,  and  ascertained  that  no  other  concretions  were  pre- 
sent, Mr.  Lloyd  introduced  through  the  wound,  into  the  blad- 
der, short  gum  elastic  canula,  and  attached  it  by  means  of  a 
suture  to  one  edge  of  the  incision.  The  (quantity  of  blood 
lost  had  been  unusually  small,  and  the  operation  had  occupied 
but  a  short  space  of  time. 

June  1. — The  boy  has  slept  well,  and  states  that  he  feels 
quite  comfortable.  Appetite  good,  no  thirst ;  abdomen  full, 
soft,  and  free  from  tenderness ;  tongue  covered  with  a  thin 
white  fur ;  skin  warm ;  pulse  quick,  and  of  moderate  volume, 
compressible.  Urine  passes  freely  from  the  canula ;  it  is  of 
clear  color,  and  free  from  blood. 

2d. — Has  again  passed  a  good  night,  takes  his  nourishment 
freely,  and,  excepting  slight  soreness  around  the  wound,  is 
quite  free  from  pain.  There  is  no  tenderness  whatever  on 
pressure  over  the  abdomen.  Tongue  less  furred,  moist ;  pulse 
not  so  frequent  as  yesterday.  He  is  taking  milk  diet,  with 
arrow-root.     The  canula  is  to  be  removed. 

3d. — The  tongue  is  now  quite  clean,  and  he  is  in  every  re* 
spect  still  further  iosproved.  Sleeps  and  eats  well  $  aspect 
cneerful ;  bowels  open  once  daily. 

6th. — Progressing  favorably ;  the  abdomen  bears  firm  pres- 
sure in  every  part,  without  any  pain  being  produced. 

Subsequent  to  this  date,  as  indeed  before,  the  history  is  one 
of  uninterrupted  recovery,  the  only  annoyance  complained  of 
being  the  smarting  produced  by  the  urine  on  passing  through 
the  wound.  On  &e  IQth  instant  it  began  to  pass  per  urethram 
in  sinall  quantity.  On  the  12th,  having  been  complaining 
previously  of  head-ache,  the  patient  suddenly  went  on  into  an 
epileptiofparoxysm,  which  lasted  two  hours.  Until  the  29th 
the  urine  continued  to  pass  chiefly  by  the  wound,  but  afler  that 
date,  although  it  occasionally  came  by  the  wound,  yet  a  much 
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larger  portion  flowed  by  the  natural  passage.  Mr.  Lloyd  on 
one  occasion,  applied  oil  of  turpentine  to  the  edges  of  the 
wound,  which  had,  however,  throughout  looked  well.  Od 
July  3,  Mr.  Lloyd  introduced,  without  difficulty,  a  No.  7  ca- 
theter;  the  commissure  of  the  sphincter  ani  appeared  perfectly 
united,  and  the  boy  was  able  to  hold  his  motions  any  length 
of  time. 

July  30. — There  is  still  in  the  perinaeum,  near  to  the  mar- 
gin of  the  anus,  the  orifice  of  a  small  fistulous  canal,  oommu- 
nicating  with  the  urethra.  The  boy  always  passes  his  urine 
voluntarily,  and  almost  entirely  by  the  natural  passage ;  occa- 
sionally, however,  during  the  act,  a  few  drops  force  themselves 
through  the  unhealed  wound.  Excepting  having  had  several 
convulsive  fits  during  the  last  week,  be  has  appeared  to  be  in 
good  health Medical  Times  and  Ctazttte. 

Chloroform  in  Delirium  Tremens.  By  Dr.  Pratt. — Dr. 
Pratt  has  administered  chloroform  internally,  with  success,  in 
two  cases  of  delirium  tremens.  The  first  patient  took  four 
grammes  in  water,  repeated  every  twenty-four  hours  ;  the  se- 
cond patient  took  a  tea-spoonful  of  chloroform  in  water,  fol- 
lowed, in  an  hour,  by  eight  grammes  of  spirit,  sther.  sulph. 
CO.,  tinct.  Valerianae^  and  four  grammes  of  chloroform.  A 
quarter  of  an  hour  atterwards  the  patient  fell  asleep,  and 
awoke  in  three  hours  and  a-half  with  his  reason.  Small 
doses  of  chloroform  were  subsequently  administered  from 
time  to  time. — Ibid, 

Ether  Impregnated  with  Quinine  in  the  Treatment  of  In^ 
termittent  Fever,  By  M.  A.  Pignacca. — A  limpid  fluid,  of 
peculiar  and  not  pleasant  odor,  is  obtained  by  the  distillation 
of  quinate  of  lime,  alcohol,  and  sulphuric  acid ;  its  exact 
chemical  nature  has  not  been  yet  ascertained.  M.  Manetti, 
a  young  student  in  medicine,  deserves  the  honor  of  first  sug- 
gesting the  administration  of  quinine,  in  this  form,  by  inhala« 
tions.  He  was  struck  with  the  death  of  a  patient,  who  sank 
under  a  severe  attack  of  fever,  from  the  impossibility  of  giving 
him,  in  a  short  time,  the  medicine  in  sufilcient  quantity  ;  and 
beset  about  discovering  some  preparation  by  which  it  could  be 
absorbed  through  the  air  passages.  A  scruple,  poured  on  a 
handkerchief,  must  be  held  alternately  to  the  nostrils ;  first 
ensues  lachrymation ;  then  a  little  heat  of  throat  and  cough- 
ing ;  sometimes  singing  in  the  ears.  M.  Pignacca  has  known 
severe  cephalalgia  disappear,  in  some  patients,  during  the 
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inhalation.  It  is  recommended  in  tertian  fevers ;  in  neu- 
ralgia, especially  of  the  branches  of  the  fifth  pair;  in  marsh 
fevers,  six  of  which  cases  are  often  accompanied  by  urtica- 
ria and  symptoms  of  gastro-enteritis,  etc.  In  some  cases  the 
fever  was  permanently  arrested  by  four  inhalations  in  the  in- 
tervals of  the  attacks, — Gazetta  Mediea  Lombarda. 

Cases  of  Epiphora*  By  Benjamin  Bell,  F.  R.  C.  S.  E. 
— When  i  ny  practical  improvements  are  suggested  in  surgery 
or  medicine,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  all  who  have  opportuni- 
ties of  testing  their  merits  to  make  the  result  known  to  the 
profession.  Mr.  Bowman's  new  method  of  treatment  in  cer- 
tain cases  of  epiphora  seems  to  belong  to  this  category  ;  and 
having  found  it  successful  in  several  instances,  I  may  be  al- 
lowed briefly  to  refer  to  them.  Before  doing  so,  however,  a 
few  word>  ot  explanation  are  necessar}'. 

The  term  epiphora  is  often  used  in  a  wider  sense,  but  we 
shall  restrict  it,  at  present,  to  a  watery  state  of  the  eye,  caused 
by  some  obslruction  or  incompetency  in  the  puncta  or  canali- 
cuH.  This  affection  is  always  very  annoying  to  the  patient ; 
and  I  believe  there  are  few  complaints  of  a  trivial  kina,which 
the  surgeon  'Undertakes  the  management  of,  with  less  confi- 
dence and  satisfaction.  He  meets,  no  doubt,  with  individual 
cases  where  something  may  be  done,  by  subduing  chronic  in- 
flammation, or  dilating  a  contracted  punctum,  or  improving 
the  general  health ;  yet,  every  practical  man  knows  that  there 
are  others  which  not  only  resist  ordinary  measures,  but  pre- 
sent no  very  obvious  indications  for  treatment  of  any  kind. 
But  Mr.  Bowman  has  pointed  out  a  cause  of  disappointment 
which  has  hitherto  escaped  notice,  and  the  discrimination  of 
which  will  probably  enable  us  to  diminish  very  considerably 
the  number  of  cases  in  which  relief  cannot  be  afibrded.  The 
epiphora  depends,  in  these  instances,  not  upon  any  obstruc- 
tion, but  upon  the  position  of  the  inferior  punctum.  There 
may  be  little  or  no  eversion  of  the  margin  of  the  lid,  but  ''  the 
natural  prominence  on  which  the  punctum  is  placed  is  want- 
ing, and,  instead  of  it,  there  is  a  flattened  or  rounded  cutane- 
ous surface,  on  which  the  orifice  may  be  discerned  [though 
with  difficulty]  at  a  little  distance  from  the  mucous  surface  of 
the  lid,  and  much  reduced  in  size,  bein^,  in  fact  never  wetted 
by  the  tears,  but  dry  and  contracted."  The  more  frequent 
causes  of  this  displacement  of  the  punctum  seem  to  be  either 
a  chronic  inflammation  of  the  neighboring  conjunctiva  caus- 
ing thickening  and  slight  eversion,  or  some  cutaneous  affile- 
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tion  of  the  lower  lid.  For  a  fuller  illustration  of  the  subject 
we  refer  to  Mr.  Bowman's  interesting  paper  in  the  thirty- 
fourth  volume  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions.  TSe 
treatment  consists  in  slitting  up  the  canal  from  the  punctum  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  carry  back  the  orifice  to  that  part  of  the 
conjunctival  surface  where  the  tears  are  collected.  It  is  ne- 
cessary,  for  a  few  days,  to  open  up  the  wound  by  means  of -a 
probe,  and  thus  convert  the  canal  mto  a  groove. 

The  first  case  in  which  I  had  recourse  to  this  proceeding 
was  a  lad  of  16,  who  had  met  with  a  serious  laceration  of  the 
eyelids  some  years  previously.  The  healing  process  had 
caused  a  slight  displacement  of  the  punctum,  without  eversion 
of  the  lid  itself;  and  the  consequence  was,  that  the  tears  were 
constantly  collecting  and  standing  in  the  eye,  and  so  producing 
not  only  much  discomfort,  but  considerable  disturbance  of 
vision.  I  performed  the  operation  already  described,  with  the 
effect  of  completely  remedying  the  evil.  The  next  case  was 
a  young  female  of  17,  in  whom  the  symptoms  were  similar, 
although  the  displacement  of  the  punctum  seemed  to  have 
originated  in  the  more  common  cause  of  chronic  inflamma- 
tion of  the  conjunctiva.  The  same  treatment  was  equally- 
successful . 

I  may  remark  in  passing,  that  in  performing  the  little  ope. 
ration,  it  is  of  importance  to  employ  a  probe  Targe  enough  to 
distend  and  steady  the  canal.  I  have  smce  had  recourse  to  a 
similar  procedure  under  circumstances  somewhat  different. 
A  lady  of  middle  age  had  an  obstinate  vascular  induration, 
involving  the  punctum  and  causing  a  displacement  of  it,  so 
slight  as  to  be  scarcely  visible,  but  sufficient  to  cause  trouble- 
some epiphora  when  she  was  exposed  to  the  open  air  or  a 
strong  lignt.  Seeing  no  speedier  mode  of  removing  the  in- 
convenience, I  passed  a  probe  along  the  canaliculus,  and  then, 
introducing  the  point  of  a  fine  iris  knife,  divided  the  entire 
swelling.  Th6  epiphora  ceased,  the  induration  quickly  disap- 
peared, and  the  punctum  resumed  its  functions. — Edinburgh 
Jour,  of  Med.  Science. 
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A  Singular  Case  of  ImmunUyj  from  the  uswU  Poisonous 
Effect  of  Arstnous  Acid. — The  occurrence^  which  is  here     ^^' 
briefly  described,  took  place  about  thirty  months  since,  in 
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this  city,  and  in  the  lapse  of  that  time,  no  circumstances  have 
been  observed,  which  could  fix  suspicions  of  intent  or  mo- 
tives for  the  act,  on  any  person.  ' 

At  a  boarding  bouse,  with  numerous  inmates,  in  C  ■  ■ 
street,  the  family,  cook,  and  servants,  partook  of  a  substan- 
tial breakfast,  of  cooked  meats,  vegetables  and  coffee,  on 
Sunday  morning,  and  some  hours  after  separated,  and  attended 
service  at  diffeient  places  of  worship  in  the  vicinity.  Before 
the  conclusion  of  the  service,  nearly  every  boarder  was  ill, 
with  a  disposition  to  reject  the  contents  of  their  stomach, 
which  in  most  cases  could  not  be  repressed.  The  master  of 
the  house  and  his  wife  returned  home,  and  having  before  re- 
sorted to  the  use  of  cold  infusion  of  coffee,  in  slight  distur^ 
bances,  a  portion  of  that  remaing  after  the  morning  meal, 
was  freely  drunk  by  both,  without  the  expected  curative  ef- 
fect being  produced.  As  the  inmates  returned,  sick  and 
alarmed,  the  neighbors  were  called  in,  and  inquiries  made, 
which  establisbra  the  fact,  that  the  children,  who  had  not 
partaken  of  the  coffee,  were  in  their  usual  good  health  •  This, 
with  other  circumstances,  pointed  to  the  coffee  as  the  cause 
of  the  sickness.  Some  of  the  friends  tasted  and  drank  a  por* 
tion  of  the  infusion,  and  becoming  sick  soon  after,  with  the 
same  symptoms,  the  evidence  thus  obtained,  was  deemed  sa» 
tisfactory. 

The  next  morning,  I  received  the  coffee  pot,  with  the  re- 
maining contents,  for  chemical  analysis.  It  was  sufficiently 
large,  to  contain  two  gallons  of  fluid,  and  there  remained 
some  ten  ounces  of  fluid,  besides  the  grounds  and  partially 
extracted  residue  of  the  coffee.  The  fluid  contained  arsenoos 
acid,  apparently  in  as  laree  proportion,  as  exists  in  a  satura* 
ted  cola  aqeous  solution  of  tnis  substance.  Mixed  with  the 
residue,  and  subsequently  separated  from  it,  were  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety  mins  of  powdered  arsenous  acid  1  As  the 
coffee  decoction  bad  been  prepared  by  boiling,  and  was  drunk 
warm,  it  is  safe  to  assume,  that  each  of  the  twenty-four  per- 
sons who  were  rendered  sick,  had  taken  about  one  pint  of  a 
saturated  solution  of  this  poison. 

The  master  and  his  wife  suffered  more  severely,  than  the 
other  members  of  the  family,  as  they  had  repeatedly  parta* 
ken  of  the  poison.  In  the  other  cases,  recovery  took  place 
the  following  day,  the  mechanics  pursuing  their  labors  as 
usual. 

I  have  thought  an  account  of  this  case,  worthy  of  preserva* 
tion,  as  it  offers  an  illustration  of  the  poisonous  effects  of  oiv 
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ganic  compounds  o(  arsenous  acid,  formed  before  that  acid 
entered  the  stomach.  Chemists  well  kaow,  that  arsenoos 
acid  cannot  be  boiled  with  roasted  coffee,  aud  the  decoction 
mixed  with  sugar  and  milk,  without  the  acid  forming  a  more 
or  less  definite  compound,  with  organic  prirciples  present. 
The  slightly  poisonous  effects  of  such  compounds,  is  here 
contrasted  with  the  known  active  and  energetic  power  of  a 
solution  of  arsenous  acid  in  water.  The  latter  can  destroy 
the  structure  of  the  organs  with  which  it  comes  in  contacrt, 
and  form  poisonous  compounds  with  their  principles,  and 
such  compounds  may  continue  to  act,  when  the  parts  of  the 
stomach  nave  been  deprived  of  all  power  of  resistance. 

A.  A.  Hays,  M.  D., 
Boston,  Aug.  3,  1853.        State  Assayet^  16  BoyUtonSi. 

A  Case  of  Ovariotomy.  By  J.  Taylor  Bradford,  M. 
D.,  of  Augusta,  Kentucky. — The  subject  of  this  operation 
was  Miss  Nancy  Harrison,  an  unmarried  young  lady,  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  At  the  time  the  tumor  appeared,  she  was 
but  little  over  nine  years  old.  It  was  felt  in  the  left  groin, 
and  then  appeared  to  be  about  the  size  of  a  goose's  egg. 
About  three  years  after  the  tumor  was  perceived,  the  men- 
strual, flux  occurred,  and  continued  to  return  at  pretty  regular 
intervals.  The  progress  of  the  tumor  was  watched  by  Dr. 
Basil  C.  Duke,  of  Maysiick,  the  intelligent  physician  of  the 
family,  who  says  ;  ^^  when  I  became  satisfied  that  it  was  a 
case  of  ovarian  tumor,  I  insisted  upon  Miss  H's  visiting  some 
of  the  most  distinguished  surgeons,  and  I  visited  Lexinton  in 
company  with  her.  She  was  advised  by  all  of  those  to 
whom  she  applied,  not  to  submit  to  the  operation,  as  they 
looked  upon  it  as  hopeless. " 

When  I  was  sent  for  to  visit  her,  she  had  just  returned 
from  Lexington.  On  examination,  I  found  the  walls  of  the 
abdomen  so  much  distended  by  the  enormous  tumor,  that 
very  little,  if  any,  movement  ot  the  foreign  body  could  be  ef- 
fected. Upon  the  anterior  superior  part  of  the  tumor  above 
the  umbilicus,  could  be  felt  a  hard  substance,  evidently  imbed* 
ded  in  the  sac.  It  seemed  to  be  about  the  size  of  the  hand, 
and  suggested  the  idea  of  bone.  I  thought  in  particular  posi- 
tions, and  by  certain  manipulations,  it  was  slightly  moveable, 
gliding  under  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen. 

Assisted  by  Dr.  Dunlap,  of  Riplej^^  Ohio,  and  in  pre- 
sence of  Dr.  Duke,  who  aided  us  by  judicious  suggestions, 
on  the  14th  of  last  June,  I  proceeded!  to  remove  the  tumor. 
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The  patient  was  subjected  to  the  influence  of  chloroform — 
not  sufficiently  to  induce  profound  sleep,  but  to  annul  pain. 
The  pulse  did  not  vary  ten  in  the  minute,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  operation,  till  six  hours  after  it  was  com- 
pleted. An  incision  of  fl^een  or  eighteen  inches  was 
required  for  the  extraction  of  the  tumor.  At  first  it  was 
carried  to  the  extent  of  about  four  inches  down  to  the  tumor, 
and  then  extended  downwards  to  the  pelvis,  and  upwards, 
two  inches  above  the  umbilicus,  making;  some  twelve  or  four- 
teen inches.  Finding  that  a  strong  adhesion  to  the  omen- 
tum, existed  at  the  upper  part  of  the  tumor,  I  was  obliged  to 
carry  the  incision  three  or  four  inches  higher.  The  bands 
connecting  the  tumor  to  the  omentum,  proved  to  be  large  and 
very  firm,  and  were  inserted  by  several  points,  into  the  bony 
8ul»tance  which  had  been  recognised  before  the  operation. 
It  required  considerable  force  to  break  up  the  adhesion, 
which  was  done  by  the  fingers  and  the  handle  of  the  scalpel. 
This  procedure  gave  rise  to  very  little  hemorrhage.  The  sac 
was  now  punctured,  and  after  drawing  off  about  three  gallons 
of  fluid,  we  atte<  <pted  to  raise  the  tumor  out  of  the  abdomen, 
but  finding  it  to  lie  too  heavy  to  handle,  we  determined  to 
drawoff  what  fluid  still  remained  in  it.  This  being  done, 
we  were  able  to  reach  the  base  of  the  tumor,  at  which  there 
were  no  serious  adhesions.  Lilting  the  tumor  from  the  ca- 
vity, the  pedicle  was  transfixed  with  a  needle,  armed  with 
four  stranas  of  saddler's  silk  ;  the  ligature  was  then  divided  at 
the  eye  ot  the. needle,  each  segment  of  the  pedicle  was  tied 
securely,  and  (he  tumor  extirpated  about  two  inches  above 
the  ligature. 

The  appearance  presented  by  the  contents  of  the  abdomen, 
on  the  removal  of  the  tumor,  was  striking  and  exceedingly 
interesting.  The  liver,  the  stomach,  the  spleen,  and  the  in- 
testines, were  all  id  full  view  under  the  eye,  and  in  a  per- 
fectly healthy  condition.  It  is  the  first  time  that  I  had  wit- 
nessed such  a  spectacle  in  the  living  human  body.  The  vis- 
cera were  not  aisturbed  further  than  was  requisite  for  spong- 
ing out  the  blood  and  little  liquid  which  had  insinuated 
themselves  among  them. 

On  examination  of  the  tumor,  the  hard  substance  spoken 
of,  as  felt  through  the  walls  of  the  abdomen,  proved  to  be 
bone.  It  was  contained  within  the  sac  in  front,  and  extended 
throughout  its  entire  length.  It  consisted  of  scales  of  bone, 
vaiyingin  size  from  that  of  the  thumb  nail,  down  to  that  of 
a  pin's  head.     The  surface  of  the  sac,  on   the  inner  and  front 
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Eart,  was  rugose  and  uneven,  whilst  the  part  Ijringnext  to  the 
ack  was  smooth,  without  any  appearance  of  osseous  dege- 
neration. At  the  bottom  of  the  tumor,  lying  in  the  pelvis, 
there  were  several  small  fleshy  tumors  of  various  sizes,  from 
that  of  a  cocoa  nut  to  that  of  a  hen's  egg.  On  cutting  into 
these  tumors  a  little  fluid  escaped,  and  within  each  one,  there 
were  found  to  be  a  series  of  still  smaller  sacs  of  variooi 
shapes.  The  most  diminutive  of  these  groups  of  cells,  were 
FO  small,  as  scarcely  to  be  visible  to  the  unassisted  eye. 
The  principal  sac,  bony  substance,  fleshy  part  of  the  tumor, 
and  liquid,  all,  weighed  forty-one  pounds  and  eight  ounces. 

The  patient  had  a  quick  recovery,  without  a  single  unplea* 
sant  symptom.  The  operation  required  twenty-four  minutes. 
In  six  weeks  from  the  time  it  was  performed,  the  young  lady, 
who  had  been  twelve  years  burdened  wjth  the  tumor,  was  ri- 
ding about,  returning  calls. — Western  Journal  of  Medicine 
ana  Surgery. 

On  the  Life  and  Character  of  the  late  Nathanibl  Chap- 
man, M.  D.  Read  by  appointment  before  the  St.  Louis 
Medical  Society,  July  I6thj  1853.  By  John  Barnbs,  M. 
D.,  President  of  the  Society. — The  committee  aj^ointed  to 
prepare  an  appropriate  testimonial  to  the  memory  of  the  late 
mthaniel  Chapman,  'M.  D.,  Emeritus  Professor  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, respectfully  report: 

That  your  committee,  in  common  with  the  members^of 
the  medical  profession  of  the  United  States,  have  heard,  with 
feelings  of  profound  sensibility,  of  the  death  of  this  eminent 
memter  of  the  fraternity.  In  the  performance  of  the  mourn- 
ful, but  grateful  duty,  which  has  been  assigned  to  them,  your 
committee  feel  deeply  sensible,  that  nothing,  which  they  can 
say,  can  add  to  the  eminent  reputation  which  adorns  the  chsu 
racter  of  this  distinguished  American  citizen,  whose  long  life 
was  but  a  bright  and  living  commentary  on  professional  worth 
and  civic  virtue.  For  the  period  of  half  a  century  his  emi- 
nent talents  and  persevering  exertions  rendered  him  pre-emi* 
nently  conspicuous  as  a  belles  lettres  scholar,  a  public  teacher, 
a  scientific  writer,  and  a  popular  and  successful  practioner  of 
medicine. 

Nathaniel  Chapman  was  a  native  of  the  State  of  Viij^nia. 
Having  prosecuted,  for  some  time,  his  medical  education  as 
an  office  student  under  the  professional  direction  of  the  late 
eminent  physician.  Doctor  Dick  of  the  same  State,  he  visited 
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about  the  commencement  of  the  present  century,  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  where  he  completed  bis  professional  scholar- 
ship, ana  graduated  as  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  the  University 
of  Pennsjnvania,  in  the  spring  of  1801. 

Soon  after  graduation,  Doctor  Chapman  visited  Europe, 
and,  as  the  medical  school  of  Edinburgh,  at  that  time,  was 
unrivaled  in  European  reputation,  the  greater  portion  of  his 
time,  during  his  absence  from  the  United  States,  was  devoted 
to  an  attendance  on  the  medical  lectures  of  the  eminent  pro- 
fessors of  that  institution. 

It  is  said,  that,  during  this  period.  Doctor  Chapman  took  a 
very  active  and  conspicuous  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
medical  society  of  Edinburgh,  and,  for  his  eloquence  and  ac- 
quirements, was  rewarded  with  the  honor  of  high  official  sta- 
tion. During  his  residence  at  this  distinguished  metropolis 
of  science  and  literature,  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Mr. 
Jefferies,  the  Rev.  Sidney  Smith,  Mr.  Brougham,  and  other 
eminent  literati,  whose  genius  and  talents,  at  chat  time,  shed 
a  bright  literary  halo  over  this  eminent  seat  of  learning.  It 
was  at  this  eventful  period,  that  that  distinguished  critical 
journal,  the  Edinburgh  Review,  commenced  its  unrivaled  ca- 
reer of  fame  and  power,  which  it  still  pursues  with  its  pris- 
tine vigor  and  influence;  and  it  is  said  upon  good  authority, 
that  some  of  its  earliest  papers  were  from  the  pen  of  the  then 
youthful  Chapman. 

After  an  absence  of  some  two  or  three  years  in  Europe, 
Doctor  Chapman  returned  to  the  United  States,  and  com- 
menced the  practice  of  medicine  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
In  this  city — then,  as  now,  distinguished  for  its  eminence  in 
every  department  of  science  and  literature — ^the  talents,  the 
extensive  acquirer&ents,  the  already  acquired  European  repu- 
tation, the  social  ease,  the  sprightly  wit,  and  gentlemanly  ad- 
dress and  deportment  of  Dr.  Chapman,  were  duly  apprecia- 
ted, and  secured  for  him  the  friendship  and  patronage  of  some 
of  its  most  distinguished  citizens. 

Commencing  the  practice  of  his  profession  under  such  au- 
spicious circumstances,  he  soon  acquired  a  lucrative  and  ex- 
tensive businessi  and  some  of  his  earliest  patrons  were  con- 
spicuous for  their  wealth  and  high  standing  m  society.  Soon 
after  his  establishment  in  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Chapman  pub- 
lished a  work,  embracing  several  volumes  of  the  speeches  of 
eminent  British  statesmen,  with  notes,  critical  ana  explana- 
tory,  which  proved  not  only  highly  lucrative,  but  secured  for 
him  a  distinguished  and  wide-spread  reputation  as  a  correct 
belles  lettres  scholar. 
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At  this  time  he  was  the  intimate  friend  and  associate  f>f  the 
literary  Denney,  then  the  distinguishe.l  editor  of  the  Phila- 
phia  Port  Folio,  and  added  to  the  reputation  of  that  popular 
periodical,  by  his  occasional  communications  to  its  pai^es. 

Some  time  about  the  years  1807  and  '8,  there  being,  at  thnt 
.  time,  no  distiLct  professorship  of  Midwifery  in  the  Universit)'- 
of  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  Chapman  delivered  a  private  course  of 
lectures  on  this  department  of  medicine,  to  a  large  class  of 
medical  students,  with  great  approbation  ;  nnd  these  lecture^ 
were  continued  annually  with  great  success  until  his  appoint- 
ment to  a  regular  professorship  in  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

About  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  this  private  course 
of  lectures  on  Midwifery,  Dr.  Chapman  was  appointed  one 
of  the  physicians  of  the  Philadelphia  Aims-House  Infirmary, 
and  acquired  no  inconsiderable  share  of  profession xl  reputa- 
tion  from  his  clinical  lectures  delivered  in  this  institution. 
About  this  time,  also,  Dr.  Chapman  delivered  several  public 
discourses  before  different  literary  and  scientific  institutions  of 
Philadelphia,  among  which  we  notice  particularly  the  annual 
oration  before  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Lyceum,  which,  hav- 
ing been  published,  added,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  to  his 
previous  well  earned  literary  fame. 

Some  time  about  the  year  1812,  Dr.  Chapmar  Dublisfaed 
his  edition  of  John  Burns'  system  of  midwifery,  to  which  he 
appended  numerous  physiological,  critical  and  practical  notes, 
which,  at  the  time,  were  regarded  as  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
work. 

In  the  spring  of  181 3,  soon  after  the  close  of  the  public 
commencement  for  conferring  degrees  in  medicine,  the  illus- 
trious Rush  died — a  victim  to  the  epidemic,  typhus  fever,  of 
that  period. 

The  death  of  this  distinguished  professor  left  the  chair  of 
the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine  vacant  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania,  and  public  opinion,  with  great  unani- 
mity, regarded  Dr.  Chapman  as  the  most  competent  person 
to  occupy  the  vacant  chair;  and,  no  doubt,  the  appointment 
would  have  been  conferred  upon  him,  had  not  Dr.  Benjamin 
Smith  Barton,  then  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  the  In- 
stitution, claimed  the  chair  as  a  matter  of  right ;  and  the  trus- 
tees, yielding  to  his  wishes  on  the  subject,  transferred  him  to 
the  vacant  chair,  and  appointed  Dr.  Chapman  to  the  Profes- 
sorship of  Materia  Medica. 

This  chair  Professor  Ohapman  filled  with  great  satisfaction 
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to  the  class  for  two  sessions ;  when,  upon  the  death  of  Pro- 
fessor Barton,  he  was  transferred  to  the  chair  of  the  Institutes 
and  Practice,  which,  with  some  modifications  in  its  arrange- 
ment, he  continued  to  occupy  until  the  close  of  his  professo* 
rial  career. 

Upon  the  relinquishment  of  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica, 
Professor  Chapman  published  his  Elements  of  Therapeutics 
and  Materia  Medica,  being  the  substance  of  his  previous  lec« 
tures;  in  t^/o  volumes  octavo ;  which  even  at  the  present  time 
is  regardeu  as  one  of  the  popular  standard  works  of  that  de- 
partment of  medicine,  and  is  frequently  referred  to  as  a  worlf 
of  high  authority  by  eminent  writers  both  of  Europe  and 
America. 

The  present  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences, 
mider  some  modification  of  the  name,  was  established,  and 
for  several  years  conducted,  under  the  editorship  of  Professor 
Chapman ;  the  heavy  pressure,  however,  of  practical  and  pro* 
fessorial  duties  constrained  him  to  relinquish  its  editorial 
charge,  which  he  most  judiciously  assigned  to  his  then  young 
friend  and  former  pupil,  Dr.  Isaac  Hays,  its  present  veteran 
and  distinguished  editor. 

Upon  the  establishment  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  of 
Philadelphia,  in  1821,  Professor  Chapman  was  elected  it  first 
President ;  and,  at  one  of  it  earliest  meetings,  he  proposed 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  test  the  truth,  or  the  con- 
trary, of  the  experiments  of  Magendie  and  others,  in  relation 
to  the  absorption  of  medicines,  the  correctness  of  which  he 
doubted,  and  which  experiments  were  at  variance  with  the 
doctrines  he  was  accustomed  to  teach  in  his  public  lectures. 
With  his  characteristic  liberality  he  proposed  to  furnish  all 
the  funds  which  might  be  required  to  prosecute  these  experi- 
ments to  a  successful  termination.  His  wishes  on  this  occa- 
sion were  fully  carried  out,  and  the  results  of  these  experi- 
ments of  the  committee  of  the  Academy  are  some  oi  the 
most  important  facts  in  the  annals  of  medicine. 

During  his  long  and  eventful  life.  Professor  Chapman  was 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  efficient  memb  rs  of  several 
of  the  various  literary,  scientific  and  philanthropic  institutions 
which  adorn  his  adopted  city.  Sometimes  called  to  preside 
over  them,  and,  at  all  times,  ready  to  aid  them  by  his  profes- 
sional services,  his  personal  popularity,  and  his  pecuniary  con- 
tributions. 

We  have  thus  briefly  noticed  a  few  of  the  prominent  epochs 
and  professional  incidents,  which  mark  the  eventful  and  Jabo- 
rious  life  of  this  distinguished  professor. 
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Language  is  inadequate  to  do  justice  to  his  intrinsic  worth 
and  manifold  merits.  As  a  public  teacher,  for  more  than  the 
third  of  a  century,  in  the  most  eminent  medical  school  of  oor 
country,  his  fame  is  co-extensive  with  the  science  of  medicine* 

As  a  practitioner  of  medicine  in  one  of  the  most  popalooa 
and  scientific  cities  of  our  Union,  no  physician  ever  sustained 
a  more  exalted  and  enduring  popularity.  In  the  scientific  and 
literary  circles  of  a  city,  which  has  been  designated  as  the 
Athens  of  America,  his  professional  worth  and  literary  ao 
quirements  were  highly  appreciated. 

On  most  occasions,  when  popular  enterprises  of  sre^t  iai- 
portance  were  agitated,  his  public  spirit  was  manifested  by 
ffreat  personal  exertions  and  liberal  donations.  Steadfast  in 
his  attachments,  sincere  in  his  friendship,  munificent  in  his 
patronage,  he  had  endeared  to  him  a  laige  circle  of  devoted 
friends. 

To  the  medical  students  he  always  appeared  in  the  endear* 
ing  two-fold  character  of  a  father  and  preceptor*  In  all  cases 
of  difficulty,  they  readily  resorted  to  him  for  counsel  and  pro- 
tection, and  they  never  applied  in  vain. 

He  was  the  animating  spirit,  and  bright  ornament  of  the 
social  circles  of  a  city  distinguished  for  its  refined  hospitality^ 
and  the  flashes  of  his  wit,  and  the  spirited  effusions  oi  his  col* 
loquial  brilliancy,  were  always  listened  to  with  admiration, 
and  treasured  up,  to  be  disseminated  on  future  occasions  by 
those  who  witnessed  them,  for  the  instruction  and  amusement 
of  others. 

In  conclusion,  it  remains  for  us  to  say,  that  one  of  the  bright- 
est features  in  this  eminent  professor's  life,  was  his  devotion 
to  Christianity.  On  all  public  occasions,  in  his  addresses  to 
the  students  of  medicine,  he  urged,  with  great  impressiveneas 
on  their  attention,  the  important  duties  of  religion*  In  the 
palmiest  days  of  his  professional  career,  he  was  a  steady  at- 
tendant on  th^  public  services  of  the  church ;  and,  at  one  period 
of  his  life  was  a  prominent  lay^officer  of  the  Protestant  Epis« 
oopal  Church,  to  which  he  was  attached. 

Such  was  Professor  Chapman* 

**  The  man  dies,  bat  bis  memory  liyes !" 

If  there  be  any  one  thing  more  than  atiother  calculated  to 
inspire  in  us  an  increased  love  for  the  honor  and  dignity  of  our 
profession,  it  is  the  contemplation  of  such  professional  worth, 
combined  with  such  intellectual  acquirements,  and  such  dvic 
virtues. 
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Monuments  like  these  sastain  in  imperishable  grandeurthe 
Temple  of  Medical  Science.  VcUe  egregium  ocedemitB  decus! 
tuum  nomen  mecum  semper  durahit;  et  laudes  ei  honores  tut 
in  aitrnum  manebunt. 

Life  and  Character  of  the  laie  Professor  Caldwell.  Read 
by  appointment^  before  the  St*  Louis  Medical  Society.  By 
M.  L.  Linton,  M.  D. — As  Chairman  of  the  committee 
appointed  by  this  Society  to  furnish  a  br  ief  sketch  of  the  life 
and  character  of  the  late  Prof.  Caldwell,  I  ask  your  attention 
for  a  few  moments. 

Mr.  President,  a  giant  in  medicine  has  fallen.  One  of  the 
best  minds  ever  devoted  to  medical  research  has  ceased  its 
labors.  A  little  exaggeration  might  be  excused  and  even  ex- 
pected on  an  occasion  like  this ;  but  I  do  not  wish  nor  intend 
to  exaggerate — perhaps  I  could  not;  for  I  freely  acknowledge 
that  Prof.  Caldwell  came  as  near  my  beau  ideal  of  a  medical 
philosopher  as  any  man  I  ever  knew.  I  am  proud  to  be  able 
to  say,  that  I  am  somewhat  acquainted  with  nis  character  as 
a  man  and  as  a  teacher ;  and  that  I  have  received  instruction 
from  him  as  well  in  private  as  in  public. 

For  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  I  have  been  somewhat 
familiar  with  his  written  and  his  oral  teachings,  and  I  used  to 
flatter  myself,  and  I  still  believe  that  I  possessed,  in  some  de- 
jpree,  his  friendship  and  regard — would  that  I  could  do  him 
justice  in  its  full  extent,  in  the  few  words  which  I  propose  to 
say  of  him  on  this  occasion.  For  sixty  years,  he  stood  at  the 
head  of  the  profession  in  this  country.  I  borrow  this  remark, 
Mr.  President,  from  yourself-*no  one,  I  suppose,  will  venture 
to  gainsay  it.  When  the  nineteenth  centurv  dawned,  it  found 
him  in  the  maturity  of  intellect  and  leammg,  at  bis  post,  la* 
boring  efficiently  in  the  cause  of  science — ^nor  had  he  faltered, 
much  less  ceased  his  efforts  when  that  century  had  reached  its 
zenith.  Truly,  he  has  *'  borne  the  heat  and  burden  of  the 
day."  Few  men,  in  any  profession,  have  toiled  so  long  and 
80  much  to  the  purpose. 

Dr.  Caldwell  was  a  man  of  decidedly  great  talents.  He 
was  fitted  by  nature,  as  well  as  by  education,  to  shine  in  any 
galaxy — to  attain  to  a  high  dcCTee  of  excellence  in  any  de- 
partment of  thought.  Whether  he  essayed  history,  biography, 
or  criticism,  he  was  always  at  home  and  equal  to  his  theme. 
He  adorned  and  elucidated  whatever  be  touched. 

As  a  philosopher,  he  was  as  near  equal  to  the  profound  sub« 
jecta  with  which  he  grappled,  as  it  is  in  the  nature  and  power 
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of  man  to  be.  As  evidence  of  this  assertion,  I  would  meo- 
tion  his  essays  on  the  philosophy  of  mind,  and  his  anthropo- 
logical writings  in  general.  He  was  one  of  the  readiest  and 
most  voluminous  and  original  writers  of  his  age  and  coootiy 
— I  would  add,  also,  one  of  the  best.  His  style,  though  as 
elegant  as  that  of  Addison,  and  as  masculine  as  that  of  John- 
son, was  not  an  imitation  of  either,  or  of  any  other.  It  was 
peculiarly  his  own,  always  dignified,  clear,  forcible,  and  often 
eloquent.  In  my  opinion,  no  man  could  well  have  a  better 
command  of  the  English  language. 

His  contributions  to  medical  science  are  too  numerous  to 
be  descanted  on  here.  In  early  life  he  did  not  think  it  on- 
worthy  of  his  talents  to  translate,  or  to  annotate,  the  works  of 
the  great  masters  of  the  old  world.  The  American  profes- 
sion was  indebted  to  his  labors,  in  this  line,  for  a  translatioo 
of  Senac  and  Blumenbach,and  for  a  re-publication  of  Cullen's 
work  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine,  with  a  learned  and  able 
introductory  chapter  and  copious  annotations. 

His  original  essays  on  Yellow  Fever  and  Quarantine  are 
sufficient  to  confer  immortality  on  any  name.  Quarantine 
will  never  recover  from  the  blows  which  he  dealt  it.  Be, 
]3erhaps,  more  than  any  other  man,  contributed  to  expose  that 
time-honored  and  world-revered  humbug,  engenaered  by 
ignorance  and  fear,  in  the  night  of  ages,  which  bad  sat  for 
centuries  as  an  incubus  on  the  commerce  and  prosperity  of 
nations.  For  this,  the  world  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  Pro- 
fessor Caldwell. 

As  an  oral  teacher,  he  had  no  superior  and  but  few  equals. 

You  know,  Mr.  President,  that  as  a  public  speaker,  as  an 
orator,  indeed.  Dr.  Caldwell  occupied  the  first  rank,  and  that 
this  position  was  with  one  consent  accorded  to  him  by  the 

Erofession  in  Philadelphia.  I  appeal  to  yourself,  also,  who 
ave  heard  him  in  his  palmiest  days.  He  always  stood  high 
as  a  medical  lecturer.  Both  of  the  western  schools,  to  which 
he  belonged  at  different  times,  flourished  under  his  auspices ; 
and  I  hope  that  it  will  not  be  considered  as  derogating  from 
the  merits  of  others  to  say,  the  prosperity  of  these  schools  was 
attributable,  in  a  great  degree,  to  his  energy,  learning  and 
talents.    It  has  been  said — 

**Tbe  evil  that  men  do,  lives  after  them; 
The  i^ood  they  do  is  interred  with  their  bonee." 

This  is  not  true,  so  far  as  benificence  is  concerned.    The 

frood  which  Dr.  Caldwell  has  done  to  his  species,  will  last 
orever.     If  he  has  ever  done  them  any  evil,  lam  not  aware 
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t>f  it,  and  this  brings  me  to  the  close  of  my  few  remarks  in  re- 
gard to  his  labors  and  his  life. 

The  brilliancy  of  his  fame  as  a  writer  and  teacher,  accord- 
ed well  with  his  unspotted  reputation  as  a  citizen.  His  glory 
as  a  philosopher  is  untarnished  by  his  character  as  a  man. 

He  has  done  his  duty  to  the  world  and  to  himself.  He  has 
been  eminently  successful  in  all  that  can  inspire  ambition — 
successful  in  literature  and  science,  as  a  writer  and  as  a  public 
teacher — he  has  been  blessed  with  the  full  possession  of  his 
remarkable  faculties  to  a  ripe  old  age ;  and,  dying,  he  has  be- 
queathed to  his  profession  and  his  country,  a  name  worthy  to 
be  ranked  with  the  many  brilliant  names  that  gild  the  horizon 
of  the  past. 

Mr.  President,  three  stars  of  the  first  magnitude  in  our  pro- 
fession have  gone  down  almost  simultaneously — Drake,  Cald- 
well, Chapman — an  immortal  trio — the  like  of  which  we  may 
not  soon  again  behold. 

Galactagogue  and  Emmenagogut  Effects  of  warm  and  sit- 
fnulaiing  afplications  to  the  Mamma. — Dr.  J.  R.  Cormack 
endeavors  to  establish  {Assodaiion  Medical  Journal,  March 
26,  1863),  by  the  brief  narrative  of  a  few  facts,  the  following 
propositions : — 

1.  Warmth  and  stimulants  applied  to  the  mamme,  often 
act  powerfully  as  aalactdgopues. 

2.  Warmth  ana  stimulants  applied  to  the  mamms  often 
act  powerfully  as  emmenagogues. 

3.  The  leaves  of  the  bofareira  (or  ricinus  communis),  and 
jatropha  curcas  act  as  galactagogues  and  emmenagogues )  but 
not  m)m  their  possessing  any  peculiar  or  specific  power. 

1 .  Warmth  and  stimulants  applied  to  the  mamma  often 
act  powerfully  as  galactagogues.  Cask  1.  Milk  restored  to 
the  mamma  hu  hot  fomentations. — Last  month,  a  lady,  when 
nursing  her  infant,  about  seven  months  old,  was  attacked  with 
acute  bronchitis  of  moderate  severity,  which  was  successfully 
treated  by  low  diet,  and  tartar-emetic  in  small  doses^  At  the 
end  of  four  days,  the  bronchitis  was  cured ;  but  the  milk, 
which  had  previously  been  failing,  almost  entirely  left  the 
breasts.  On  the  fifth  day,  from  exposure  to  cold,  she  experi- 
enced a  relapse  of  the  bronchial  affection.  As  she  had  been 
considerably  weakened  by  the  previous  attack,  and  as  the 
symptoms  of  the  relapse  were  not  sufficiently  severe  to  justify 
recourse  a  second  time  to  antimony,  I  ordered  her  to  take  a 
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draught  containing  ammonia  and  chloroform,  as  an  anodyne, 
expectorant,  and  diaphoretic,  every  eight  hoars  ;  and  to  cany 
out  similar  intentions,  I  also  directed  a  succession  of  pillow 
cases,  filled  with  heated  moist  bran,  to  be  applied  to  the 
ches.t  When  I  saw  her  on  the  following  day,  aiUr  this 
treatment  had  been  employed,  she  told  me  that  she  had  pro- 
fusely perspired  for  some  hours :  she  was  (after  copious  ex- 
pectoration) free  from  cough,  and  pain  in  the  chest ;  and, 
what  was  equally  a  source  of  pleasure  and  surprise  to  her, 
her  breasts  had  become  distended  with  milk.  This  lady  was 
able  to  resume  nursing,  and  to  continue  it  with  the  assistance 
of  a  suitable  diet. 

Casb  2.  Effects  of  a  sinipism  applied  to  one  of  the 
MammcR^  of  a  tody  j  five  months  advanced  in  pregnancy :  ef^ 
fects  of  warmth  in  the  same  case. — A  lady  was  under  my 
care  for  bronchitis,  at  the  same  time,  as  the  patient  whose 
case  I  have  just  sketched.  She  was  directed  one  night,  to 
apply  a  sinipism  over  the  sternum,  which  she  did;  but  having 
fallen  asleep,  it  slipped  to  the  side,  and  remained  undisturbed 
for  about  an  hour  on  one  of  the  breasts.  For  some  days, 
this  mamma  was  very  much  larger  in  size  than  the  other, 
and  its  areola  was  also  much  darker.  From  the  delicacy  of 
this  lady,  and  the  unusual  severity  of  the  weather,  I  directed 
her  to  wear  a  double  flannel  jacket,  and  a  wadded  wrapper 
round  the  chest.  She  tells  me  that  the  breasts  are  larger 
and  ihe  areola  much  deeper  in  color ^  than  they  ever  toere 
in  anv  of  her  ten  previous  pregnancies,  even  ai  the  full  time  ; 
and  tnese  conditions  were  established,  while  her  general 
health  was  exceedingly  depressed  by  illness. 

Case  3.  Stimulatina  Embrocation^  increasing  the  Sup- 
ply  of  Milk. — A  lad^,  though  in  excellent  health,  nad  a  very- 
scanty  supply  of  milk  for  her  infant,  when  it  was  a  few 
weeks  ola.  She  consulted  me  as  to  the  use  of  means  to  le- 
medy  this  evil ;  and  I  advised  her  to  rub  the  marome  gently, 
every  six  or  eight  hours,  with  an  embrocation,  containing  a 
small  quantity  of  tincture  of  cantharides  and  oil  of  thyme, 
and  to  sheath  the  mamms  veiy  warmly  in  wadding.  In  a 
few  days  the  milk  was  abundant. 

Case  4.  Hot  poultices  keeping  up  the  Secretion  of  Milk 
when  this  was  not  desired. — A  lady  suffered,  after  her  con- 
finement, from  a  succession  of  abscesses  and  abortive  ab- 
scesses in  the  breast.  The  surgeon  who  attended  her,  treated 
her  by  antiphlogistic  medicines,  under  which  discipline  she 
passed  some  wretched  months,  from  mental  and  bodily  de- 
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preseion,  aggravated  by  hysterical  attacks.  The  local  affec- 
tion did  not  seem  to  make  any  satisfactory  progress ;  and  the 
great  obstacle  to  a  cure,  was  stated  to  be  the  impossibility  of 
getting  rid  of  the  milk,  in  spite  of  saline  purges  being  freely 
administered.  The  mammae,  during  the  whole  of  the  period 
to  which  I  refer,  had  been  ceaselessly  treated,  night  and  day, 
with  hot  poultices  and  medicated  fomentations.  These  ap- 
plications were  abandoned,  and  a  generous  diet  prescribed. 
In  a  few  days  there  was  not  a  drop  of  milk  in  the  breasts  ; 
and  the  abscesses,  actual  and  threatening,  had  ceased  to  give 
any  pain,  and  had,  in  fact,  almost  disappeared. 

I  might  refer  to  other  cases,  which  I  have  vividly  in  my 
memory ;  but  the  above,  which  have  occurred  within  the  last 
three  months,  seem  sufficient  to  establish  the  first  proposition ; 
viz.,  that  warmth  and  stimulants  applied  to  the  mammae  of- 
ten act  powerfully y  as  gcUactagoyues.  I  need  hardly  add, 
that  along  with  the  use  of  such  means,  the  regular  application 
of  an  infant  to  the  breast,  would  greatly  assist  in  reproducing 
lactation,  as,  according  to  the  testimony  of  various  authors, 
this  stimulus  has  of  itself,  proved  sufficient,  to  restore  the  se- 
cretion of  milk,  and  has  actually  caused  it  to  flow,  not  only 
from  virgins  and  other  women,  who  had  never  been  pregnant, 
but  even  from  males.*  Excitement  and  sanguineous  turge- 
scene  of  the  gland  is  induced;  and  these  conditions  afford  to 
the  organ,  both  a  power  and  a  stimulus,  to  perform  its  previ- 
ously dormant  function. 

II.  Warmth  and  Stimulants  applied  to  the  mammcsj  of- 
ten (Mct  powerfully  as  Emmsnagogues. — Warm  clothing  of 
the  abdomen  and  limbs,  hot  hip-baths  and  medicines,  which 
stimulate  the  bladder  and  rectum,  (such  as  ergot,  cantharides 
and  aloes),  have  undoubted  emmenagogue  powers,  in  pro- 
perly selected  cases  of  retarded  or  suppressed  catamenia ; 
and,  indeed,  they  constitute,  in  various  combinations,  the 
principal  measures,  by  which  the  physician  usually  endea« 
vors  to  excite  the  ovarian  nisus,  upon  which  menstruation  de- 
pends. The  observant  physician  Knows  well,  that  while  his 
treatment  is  directed  to  the  uterus  through  the  ovaries,  the  ef- 
fects produced  upon  the  mamm«e  are  generally  very  striking, 
and  the  first  indications  which  he  expects  to  find  of  the  uterus 
being  roused  from  its  torpor,  are  tureescence  and  tingling  of 
the  mammse ;  phenomena  which  also  usually  precede  nor- 
mal menstruation.    It  is  equally  true,  though  not  so  famili- 

*  CftMs  in  which  mensocUed  children  are  on  record.    The  (Hts^'ntial  char- 
meter  of  the  gland  ia  the  aame  in  hoth  aexea. 
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arly  understood,  that  measures  which  act  directly  and  prima^ 
rily  upon  the  breasts,  such  as  warm  clothing  to  the  bust^  and 
the  application  of  stimulants,  not  only  cause  them  to  swell 
and  throb,  but  likewise  stimulate  the  ovaries,  and  cause  menses 
to  flow.  The  practice  adopted  by  some  practitioners,  of  ap« 
plying  leeches  to  the  mammse  in  amenorrhoea,  owes  its  em* 
cacy  to  fomentations  used,  and  the  irritation  of  the  bites. 

Ki  1834«  Dr.  Chas.  Patterson,published  in  iheDublin  Jour* 
nal  of  Medicine,  a  paper,  in  which  he  described  the  emme- 
nagogue  power  of  irritation  of  the  mamms  by  sinainsms. 
This  paper  fell  into  my  hands  at  the  time  of  its  appearance^ 
when  I  was  an  Edinburgh  dispensary  pupil,  practising  I  be- 
lieve, with  more  zeal  than  knowledge,  and  using^  often  with 
more  confidence  than  discrimination,  that  plan  of  treatment^ 
which  I  had  seen  most  recently  or  most  enthusiastically  re- 
ommended.  In  these  circumstances^  I  successfully  employed 
Dr.  C.  Patterson's  method  in  amenorrhceaw  The  benificial 
results  which  I  then  obtained,  produced  a  very  strong  impres- 
sion upon  my  mind,  as  to  the  efScacy  of  irritation  of  the 
mammae  in  producing  menstruation  i  and  the  experience  of 
nineteen  maturer  years,  has  confirmed  this  impression. 

As  Dr.  Patterson's  facts  do  not  seem  to  be  referred  to  by 
subsequent  writers,  and  as  the  practice  which  he  recom- 
mends, is  so  little  noticed  by  authors,  I  subjoin  an  extract 
from  his  paper.     Dr.  Patterson  writes  as  follows ; — 

'<  Mary  Keardon,  aged  24,  of  moderately  corpulent  habits^ 
was  admitted  into  the  Rathkeale  Hospital,  on  the  10th  of 
August,  1832.  She  labored  under  slight  synochial  fever, 
which  in  a  few  days,  yielded  to  venesection,  and  purgatives. 
On  fhe  19th  of  August,  symptoms  which  were  considered  of 
an  hysterical  character  presented  themselves,  with  pain  in  the 
upper  and  outer  part  of  the  ri^ht  side  of  the  chest.  For  the 
latter  affection,  a  small  sinapism  was  prescribed;  but  from 
the  inattention  of  the  nurse,  it  was  made  so  large  that  it  co<* 
vered  a  considerable  portion  of  the  mamma.  The  sinapism 
remained  on  for  half  an  hour.  At  the  visit  on  the  following 
morning,  the  20th  August,  Reardon  complained  that  the 
right  breast  was  exceedingly  painful — the  pain  being  very 
different  in  its  character,  from  that  which  she  had'  before  ex* 

Srienced.  On  examination,  the  whole  side  of  the  chest  was 
iind  considerably  swollen :  there  was  slieht  diflfhsed  redness 
of  the  skin:  and  though  the  mamma  itself  was  enlarged  to 
four  or  five  times  its  natural  bulk,  yet,  there  was  no  circom^ 
scribed  hardnessi  nor  any  tendency  to  sappamtive  inflamm^ 
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tion.    On  the  21st  August,  the  right  mamma  and  adjoining 

Cftits  of  the  chest  were  found  much  more  enlarged  than  they 
ad  been  at  the  preceding  visit.  The  left  mamma  and  sidle 
of  the  thorax  were  unaffected;  and  it  was  announced  by  the 
nurse  that  the  catamenia  had  that  morning  appeared,  and  were 
then  in  considerable  quantity.  This  dischargey  which,  as  the 
patient  stated,  had  be^i^or  two  years  and  a*nalf  wholly  sup- 
pressed, continued  to  flow  for  two  days ;  then  it  began  to  de- 
cline, and  with  it  the  tumefaction  of  the  mamma  gradually 
disappeared.*' 

Dr.  Patterson's  attention  having  thus  accidentally  been  di- 
rected to  mammary  irritation  as  an  excitant  of  the  torpid  ute«' 
rus,  he  resolved  to  try  its  efficacy  when  a  suitable  opportunity 
presented  itself.    His  next  case  is  thus  described  : 

<<  Catherine  Power,  aged  19,  applied  to  me  on  the  14th 
September,  1832.  She  complained  of  headache,  languor, 
loss  of  appetite,  and  inability  to  attend  to  her  usual  business, 
that  of  a  servant.  She  stated,  that  about  the  middle  of  April, 
the  menstrual  discharge  being  then  present,  she  incautiously 
exposed  herself  to  cold  in  washing  clothes  at  the  river.  The 
catamenia  then  suddenly  ceased,  and  had  not  since  returned ; 
and  from  that  period  she  had  been  constantly  subject  to  ill 
health.  She  had  consulted  different  medical  gentlemen,  and 
taken  a  great  variety  of  medicine,  with  little  advantage.  I 
directed  that  the  clavicular  half  of  the  right  mamma  should 
be  covered  with  a  sinapism.  It  was  allowed  to  remain  on 
for  thirty  minutes ;  and  on  visitine  her  in  six  or  seven  hours 
after  its  removal,  I  found  the  whole  right  breast  considerably 
swollen,  hot  and  painiuL  The  next  momins,  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  mamma  was  very  much  increasea,  the  tumefac- 
tion having  extended  to  the  clavicle  and  axilla  of  the  irritated 
side.  There  was  no  hard  circumscribed  or  prominent  tumor, 
but  a  painful,  difiuse,  elastic  distention  of  the  mammary 
gland  and  surrounding  cellular  substance.  On  the  evening  of 
the  next  day  succeeding  the  application  of  the  sinapism,  Uiis 
poor  ffirl  with  much  joy  reported  that  the  catamenia  had  ap 
pearea.  The  flux  having  continued  for  two  or  three  days  m 
moderate  quantity,  she  then  found  herself  greatly  relieved  of 
the  headache  and  other  most  distressing  symptoms ;  and  in  a 
week  her  health  was  so  far  restored,  that  she  ceased  to  require 
any  farther  attendance/' 

I  am  disposed  to  regard  irritation  of  the  mammae  as  a  con* 
venient  ana  rapid  agency  for  the  induction  of  menstruation ; 
but  one  which  most  neither  be  rashly  nor  indiscrimijiately 
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employed.  In  numerous  cases  it  may  be  used  alone ;  but, 
generally  speaking,  it  may  be  advantageously  combined  with 
other  means. 

In  cases  of  acute  suppression  of  the  menses,  I  am  in  the 
habit  of  prescribing,  along  with  sinapisms  to  the  mamm», 
warm  clothing  of  the  bust  and  limbs,  and  the  hot  hip  bath 
every  twelve  hours. 

In  anaemic  amenorrhoea,  it  need  hardly  be  stated,  that  irri- 
tation of  the  mammie  is  only  calculated  to  do  TOod  in  con- 
junction with,  or  after  a  course  of  metallic  medicine,  such  as 
some  of  the  preparations  of  iron,  manganese,  or  arsenic.  In 
such  case.-,  where  we  can  trace  a  monthly  ovarian  nisos, 
though  there  be  no  catamenial  flow,  these  periods  should  be 
seized  as  the  appropriate  times  for  using  the  sinapisms,  and 
then  also  we  may  sometimes,  by  ventunng  a  few  doses  of 
forcing  medicine,  such  as  canthandes  and  ergot,  bring  the  case 
at  once  to  a  favorable  issue. 

The  emmenngogue  effects  ascribed  to  the  application  of  the 
leaves  of  the  ricinus  communus,  by  Drs.  Mc  William  and  Ty- 
ler  Smith,  can  easily  be  understood  when  we  remember  their 
irritative  character,  and  the  consequences  which  we  have  found 
to  be  induced  by  irritation  of  the  mammae  caused  by  other 
stimulants. 

"  When  the  breasts,"  ss^s  Dr.  Mc  William,  "are  small  and 
shrivelled,  the  plant  is  said  to  act  more  upon  the  uterine  sys- 
tem, bringing  on  the  menses  if  their  period  be  distant,  or 
causing  their  immoderate  flow  if  their  aavent  be  near.*' 

In  the  subjoined  case,  related  by  Dr.  Tyler  Smith,  the  effect 
produced  may  have  been  owing  partly  to  the  application  to 
the  breasts,  and  partly  to  the  application  to  the  genitals. 

"  I  have  used,"  says  Dr.  Tyler  Smith,  "  the  remedy  in  a 
case  Oi'  scanty  menstruation  of  a  remarkaale  kind.  Owinf;  to 
exposure  to  marsh  malaria  some  years  ago,  the  patient  had 
scarcely  a  sign  of  colored  discharge  at  the  usual  catamenial 
periods.  She  used  the  infusion  of  the  leaves  of  the  red  bofa- 
reira  at  the  date  of  her  period,  applying  the  infusion  and  leaves 
to  the  breasts,  and  the  vapor  to  the  eenitals,  with  the  effect  of 
producing,  in  two  days,  a  considerable  flow  of  the  catamenia." 

III.  The  haves  of  the  bofareira  do  not  produce  their  Ga- 
lactagogue  and  Emmenagogue  Effects  in  virtue  of  any  Spe- 
cifie  Property, — The  facts  which  have  been  already  cited, 

!»oint  out  pretty  plainly  that  the  effect  of  the  leaves  of  the  bo- 
areira  does  not  depend  upon  any  specific  property  possessed 
by  them,  but  simply  on  the  aetermination  produced    by 
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warmth  and  the  irritative  juices  which  they  contain.  That  a 
good  deal  depends  upon  the  mere  warmth  of  the  poultices,  is 
sufficiently  obvious.  I  have  seen  frequent  examples  in  my 
own  practice.  I  will  not,  however,  enter  into  the  particulars 
of  these  cases,  but  will  conclude  by  mentioning  two  circum- 
stance which  thoroughly  corroborate  this  view. 

In  the  Bohtin  de  Medicine^  Cirujia  y  Farmaeia  of  14th 
November,  1852,  a  short  abstract  was  given  of  Dr.  McWil 
liam's  paper.  In  the  same  journal  of  the  19th  December  fol- 
lowing, a  correspondent  writes  to  say,  that  in  consequence  of 
the  notice  which  had  appeared  of  Dr.  Mc William's  paper,  he 
had  used  fomentations  of  fig  leaves  {hojas  de  higura)  to  pro- 
mote the  secretion  of  milk  in  three  cases,  in  which  it  had 
wholly  or  nearly  ceased.  In  all  the  cases,  the  benefit  was 
decided.  The  Spanish  practitioner  wrote  to  confirm  the 
practice  recommended  by  Dr.  Mc William ;  but  he  has  in 
reality,  by  using  the  wrong  leaves,  shown  very  clearly  the 
galactagoorue  eflfects  of  poultices  and  fomentations,  even  when 
destitute  of  stimulating  properties.  I  may  likewise  here 
state,  upon  the  authority  of  a  Spanish  lady,  with  whom  I  cou- 
versed  on  this  subject  a  few  years  aeo,  that  in  Cadiz,  women 
are  in  the  habit  of  bringing  back  the  milk  to  their  breasts 
after  it  has  left  them  in  consequence  of  weaning  the  child, 
or  of  any  other  cause,  by  means  of  drinking  an  infusion 
of  the  wild  lupin  {altramuz)^  and  applying  to  the  mammae 
fomentations  made  with  the  same  plant.  This  plant  has  no 
stimulant  or  irritative  auality,  and  the  efficacy  of  the  poultices 
made  with  it  must,  as  in  the  case  of  the  fig  leaves,  depend 
simply  on  heat  and  moisture,  as  in  a  common  poultice.  The 
internal  use  of  the  infusion  might  be  dispensed  with. — Ameri- 
can Journal  of  Medical  Sciences. 

Mmiiamtins. 

A  Plate  of  Artificial  Teeth  swallowed^  and  subsequently 
discharged  per  Anum.  By  W.  H.  Mussbt,  M.  D. — Mr. 
E.  S.,  of  Fulton,  was  awakened  at  midnight,  of  June  1 4th, 
1863,  by  a  distressing  sensation  in  the  throat,  and  discovered 
that  a  plate  of  three  teeth,  which  he  wore  in  his  upper  jaw, 
had  disappeared.  Successive  acts  of  deglutition  dia  not  re- 
lieve the  oppression,  uid  Dr.  E.  H«  Ferria  was  called,  who 
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employed  such  means  as  were  at  bis  comQUod  to  clear  the 
oesophagus,  but  emetics,  &c.,  aSbrding  do  relief,  they  c»lled 
on  me  at  2  A.  M.,  the  16tb. 

The  patient  insisted  that  the  missing  teeth  were  in  the  ceso- 
phagus,  at  a  point  corresponding  to  the  last  cervical  vertebra. 
In  using  the  various  cesophagal  instruments,  there  was  no  dif- 
ficulty in  passing  them  below  the  point  indicated,  and  that 
without  contact  with  any  foreign  body.  Instruments  were 
employed  for  twenty  minutes,  at  intervals  of  three  or  four 
minutes,  when  the  question  of  the  expediency  of  (esopbago- 
tomy  was  considered.  In  orJer  to  assure  myself  of  the  pre- 
sence of  a  foreign  body,  I  again  introduced  a  slender  instru- 
ment, having  a  slightly  hooEed  extremity.  The  exploratory 
movements  caused  some  irritation,  and  a  vigorous  spasm  of 
oesophagus.  The  withdrawal  of  the  instrument  was  followtnl 
by  a  more  violent  spasm,  and  the  sense  of  obstruction  wa« 
relieved:  the  patient  exclaimed,  he  had  "swallowed  the 
teeth ! " 

The  use  of  bulky  food,  as  mush,  rice  bread,  and  potatoes, 
was  advised,  and  a  patient  waiting  for  developments. 

JuNi:  81st.— At  8i  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  (six  and  one-third  days 
after  the  accident),  without  any 
previous  unpleasant  symptoms, 
there  passea  the  anus,  attended 
with  slight  pain  and  a  few  drop* 
of  blood,  the  set  of  teeth,  of 
which  the  accompanying  cut  is 
a  representation. 
To  this  day,  the  patient  has  not  had  the  slightest  derange- 
ment of  his  system. 

Cincinnati,  Oct.,  1863. 

CCr  We  are  informed  that  the  distinguished  Anatomist, 
Prof.  Jedediah  Cobb,  is  about  to  enter  another  field,  io  the 
pursuit  of  a  different  species  of  laurels  from  those  that  already 
entwine  his  brow.  He  has  received  the  appointment  fVom 
Mr.  Guthrie,  of  Attagtr  in  the  United  States  Mint,  at  New 
York.  Our  best  wishes,  that  have  always  been  with  him  in 
his  [ffofessional  life,  shall  still  follow  him  into  his  political 
career ;  and  we  hope  that  he  may  not  only  find  greener  laurels, 
but  those  that  bear  a  greater  abundance  of  fruit. 

His  splendid  Anatomical  Cabinet,  (that  employed  him  for 
years  in  patient  labors  and  untiring  reaearch,  to  prepare),  has 
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been  purchased  by  the  Faculty  of  the  Medical  CoUe^  of 
Ohio,  to  be  placed  permanently  in  the  Museum  of  that  msti« 
tution. 

In  this  Cabinet,  the  arteriaK  venous  and  nervous  systems 
are  beautifully  illustrated,  both  by  dry  and  wet  preparations, 
with  an  extensive  collection  of  bones,  sufficient  for  a  Qourse 
of  lectures  on  either  human  or  comparative  anatomy.  Innu-r 
merable  specimens,  not  embraced  in  the  above  classes,  that 
cost  much  time  and  labor  in  preparing,  belong  to  the  collec* 
tion,  with  a  variety  of  splendid  French  papier  tnaehe  work, 
giving  highly  maenified  views  of  the  eye  and  ear,  and  the 
sphenoid,  ethmoid,  superior  maxillary,  and  other  complicated 
bony  structures. 

We  think  the  College  was  singularly  fortunate  in  securing 
this  Cabinet,  as  Prof,  oayless,  the  present  incumbent  of  the 
Chair  formerly  filled  by  Dr.  Cobb,  assisted  largely  in  its  pre- 
paration, and  is  perfectly  familiar  with  all  its  intricate  parts ; 
so  that  his  lectures  will  as  accurately  demonstrate  these  pre- 

{^rations,  as  if  they  had  been  originally  his  own,  and  designed 
or  his  own  use. 

Quicksilver  Mines. — The  diseased  forms  of  men  working 
as  excavators  belong  only  too  prominently  to  a  picture  of  Al- 
maden.  You  meet  men  in  the  street  with  wasted  faces,  foetid 
breaths,  and  trembling  hands,  blind  and  paralytic.  The  heat 
in  the  lower  workinss  of  the  mine  is  very  considerable ;  the 
ventilation  is  imperfect ;  vapor  of  Quicksilver  floats  upon  the 
air,  and  condenses  upon  the  wall,  aown  which  it  tricKles  in 
little  runlets  of  pure  liquid  metal.  Even  visitors  are  sensibly 
affected  by  it,  and  retain  for  some  time  the  metallic  flavor  in 
their  mouths.  The  miners,  who  number  more  than  4,000, 
are  divided  into  three  gangs  or  watches,  working  six  hours 
each,  and  leaving  the  fourth  six  hours  of  the  twenty-four,  from 
ten  o'clock  till  four  in  the  morning,  as  an  interval  of  perfect 
rest.  On  account  of  the  heat  and  the  deleterious  nature  of 
the  vapor,  summer  is  made  the  idle  time,  winter  the  great  pe- 
riod oractivity  among  the  population.  As  the  winter  closes, 
the  appearance  of  the  miners  begins  very  emphatically  to  tell 
its  own  tale,  and  great  numbers  hasten  to  their  native  plains 
and  mountains  to  recruit.  Their  homes  are  chiefly  scattered 
about  Estremadura,  Andalusia  and  Portugal.  Crowds  of  Por- 
tuguese, after  harvest,  flock  to  obtain  employment  at  Alma- 
den,  selling  not  their  labor  only,  but  their  health.  The  most 
robust  cannot  work  in  the  mine  longer  than  for  about  fourteen 
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days  in  succession ;  generally  eight  or  nine  days  make  as  long 
a  period  of  such  labor  as  can  be  endured  without  rest.  Those 
who  exceed  that  time,  are  obliged  eventually  to  give  up  work, 
and  breathe  unadulterated  air  for  perhaps  two  months  toge- 
ther. If  they  work  without  due  precaution,  and.  almost  in- 
evitably  if  they  indulge  in  wine,  miners  at  Almaden,  aged  be- 
tween twenty-five  and  thirty,  waste  away,  lose  hair  and  teeth. 
acquire  an  insufferable  breath,  or  become  s  imetimes  afflicted 
with  tremblings,  that  render  them  unable  to  supply  their  own 
wants  ;  they  have  to  be  fed  like  infants.  If  the  disease  be  not 
checked  vigorously,  cramps  and  nervous  attacks  of  the  most 
agonizing  kind  follow  upon  these  symptoms,  and  lead  on  to 
death.  They  who  work  within  due  bounds,  and  live  mode- 
rately, using  a  good  deal  of  milk,  if  they  take  care  always  to 
cleanse  their  persons  thoroughly  after  each  six  hours  of  work 
— the  full  day's  labor — live  not  seldom  to  old  age.  These 
diseases  afflict  the  miners  only.  The  men  engaged  upon  the 
ore  and  quicksilver  outside  the  mines,  in  smeltingand  in  other 
operations,  do  not  suffer. — Dickens'  Household  Words. 

A  New  Medical  Journal. — We  have  received  the  "  Medi- 
cal Chronicle,  or  Montreal  Monthly  Journal  of  Medicine  and 
Surfi;ery,"  edited  hy  Wm.  Wright,  M.  D.,  and  D.  C.  Mac- 
Callum,  M.  D.,  containing  thirty  pages  of  instructive  and  in- 
teresting matter,  written  on  various  medical  and  surgical  sub- 
jects. We  take  much  pleasure  in  placing  this  gem  on  the  list 
of  our  exchanges,  and  hope  it  may  long  continue  to  be  a  wel- 
come monthly  visitor  on  our  table. 

Another, — From  the  plains  of  Iowa,  where  but  a  few  years 
since  the  untamed  and  unsubdued  red  men  chased  the  buffalo 
and  the  deer,  and  where,  under  their  brave  chief,  Black  Hawk, 
they  challenged  the  United  States  to  battle,  we  now  receive 
a  medical  journal,  printed  on  good  paper,  in  a  beautiful,  clear 
type,  and  containing  much  reading  of  interest.  Upon  the 
whole,  this  journal  will  compare  favorably  with  many  of  those 
issued  from  the  oldest  cities  in  the  Union.  It  is  to  be  con- 
ducted by  the  Faculty  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
Iowa  University.  Our  best  wishes  shall  cheer  its  future  pro- 
gress to  success. 

And  Another. — The  ^*  Peninsular  Journal  of  Medicine  and 
the  Collateral  Sciences,"  is  on  our  table.  It  is  edited  by  £. 
Andrews,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  the 
University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor.  This  is  a  spiqr  little 
journal,  with  much  that  is  readable  on  its  pages. 
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The  Newark  Advertiser  utters  the  following,  touching  the 

Pettifogger : 

This  busy,  cunning  personage  has  an  oflSce ;  aye,  frequently 
a  better  furnished  one  than  the  learned  jurisprudent ;  just  as 
quacks  are  the  best  housed ;  for  with  them  both,  the  outside 
is  the  most  important  side.  Rows  of  real  law  books,  of  the 
best  editions,  too,  adorn  his  mahogany  shelves.  But  he  has 
never  read  them.  Their  insides  remain  to  him  all  Hebrew. 
He  uses  them  as  bait  for  gudgeons ;  decoys  for  game.  These 
small  attorneys  are  not  what  they  once  were.  Of  late  years, 
pretense  and  shamming  have  risen  like  other  things  in  price 
and  public  estimation,  and  become  the  very  best  capital  in 
business.  Once  the  charlatan  quacked  it  on  foot,  or  with  an 
old  horse  and  saddlebags.  Now  he  rides  in  a  coach,  and 
sleeps  in  a  four  story  domicil.  The  pettifogger  used  to  skulk 
into  lanes  and  basements,  or  stand  at  corners  with  ink  horn 
and  pen  in  hand,  begging  for  a  job,  and  ready  for  the  service 
of  any  rank  or  color.  He  continues,  in  fact,  the  same  decep- 
tion now,  only  he  drives  his  trade  in  an  arm  chair,  in  hand- 
some apartments.  The  scene  is  changed  indeed,  but  the  actor 
is  ever  the  same  ignorant,  brazen,  tricklish  impostor.  He 
sows  the  seeds  of  strife  as  heretofore,  and  reaps  the  plentiful 
fruits  of  it,  in  consequence  of  which,  he  gradually  enlarges 
his  bank  account.  Formerly  he  was  content  to  make  a  bank 
deposit  of  five  dollars  at  a  time.  Now  he  puts  in  quadruple 
that  sum  all  at  once,  and  lets  in  remain  there  half  an  hour  at 
least  before  he  draws  it  out  again.  •  He  wriggles  himself  into 
respectable  company,  for  he  is  an  active,  industrious  creatilre, 
and  will  do  anything  for  pay.  By  and  by  he  gets  elected  a 
director,  and  his  influence  expands.  He  becomes  the  owner 
of  a  dwelling,  not  mortgaged  for  more  than  it  is  worth,  and 
thus  he  has  a  stake  in  the  community,  whose  welfare  he  con- 
sults, by  taking  good  care  of  his  own;  for,  as  he  understands 
the  country  to  be  composed  of  individuals,  he  performs  his 
duty  to  it,  of  course,  according  to  his  contracted  notion,  by 
taking  care,  of  one  individual,  at  least — himself. 

The  Cure  of  Squinting  by  the  use  of  Prismatic  Spectacles. 
By  T.  Spencer  Wells,  F.  R.  C.  S.— Dr.  Kurke,  a  Dutch 
physician,  first  recommended  prismatic  spectacles  for  the  cure 
of  squinting.  He  has  recorded  one  case  cured  by  their  use, 
in  the  Dutch  journals.  Dr.  Von  Grafe,  of  Berlin,  has  since 
employed  them  very  extensively.    During  a  recent  visit  to 
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Berlin,  I  had  frequent  opportunities  of  observing  their  eflTecU 
upon  his  patients,  and  I  think  that  the  result  of  his  experience 
should  be  naade  known  to  the  profession  in  England. 

The  glasses  are  fitted  in  ordinaty  spectacle  frames.  They 
are  simple  prisms  of  various  degrees,  from  1  to  20.  It  would 
be  possible  to  make  them  achromatic;  but  I  have  only  seen 
the  ordinary  ones  in  use. 

The  operation  upon  the  sound  eye,  as  explained  by  Dr. 
Von  GrSife,  is  as  follows : — When  a  prismatic  glass  is  held 
before  one  eye,  on  any  point  of  sight  in  the  converging  direc- 
tion of  the  optic  axis,  ttie  light  falling  upon  this  eye,  is  di- 
verted from  its  former  course,  and  no  longer  arrives  upon  the 
macula  lutea,  but  forms  a  more  or  less  eccentric  picture,  ac- 
cording to  the  refracting  power  of  the  prism.  From  its  posi- 
tion, this  is  no  longer  combined  with  the  central  picture  on 
the  other  retina  into  one  perception,  but  is  perceived  sepa- 
rately. Thus,  the  object  upon  which  the  optic  axes  converge, 
is  seen  double. 

Theoretically,  this  phenomenon  should  be  observed  when 
a  prism  of  very  moaerate  power  is  used ;  but  observation 
teaches  us,  on  the  contrary,  that  no  diplopia  follows  when 
weak  prisms  are  employed,  especially  if^the  base  be  directed 
outwards.  This  might  be  explained  in  two  ways.  Either 
the  picture  on  one  retma  is  suppressed,  or  the  eye  which  sees 
through  the  prism  takes  a  new  position,  which  is  not  per- 
ceived by  the  observer,  so  that  the  picture  is  not  formed  ex. 
centrically,  but  falls,  like  that  of  the  other  eye,  upon  the  ma- 
cula  lutea.  The  improba*bility  of  the  first  supposition  at  once 
appears,  from  the  fact,  that  no  diplopia  is  produced  by  weak 
prisms,  while  more  powerful  ones  produce  it  at  once,  and  the 
greater  the  excentric  position  of  the  picture,  the  more  easily  it 
would  be  suppressed.  The  truth  or  the  second  explanation 
is  established  by  a  more  exact  observation  of  the  position  ot 
the  eyes.  On  applying  the  prism,  we  see  the  optic  axes  de- 
viate from  their  former  position,  and  return  to  it  as  the  prism 
is  removed.  At  the  moment  of  the  removal,  the  object  is 
seen  double,  because  both  axes  are  not  directed  upon  it. 
Thus,  in  order  to  prevent  diplopia,  an  involuntary  strabismus 
occurs,  and  we  can  produce  this  in  any  direction,  by  corres- 
ponding positions  of  the  prism,  but  most  decidedly  so  inwards, 
less  so  outwards,  much  less  so  downwards,  and  least  of  all 
upwards.  We  can  also  produce  strabismus  in  this  manner, 
in  diagonal  directions. 

It  follows,  that  by  the  use  of  prismatic  glasses,  we  have  the 


MUeellaneoiit*  6d6 

power  of  altering  the  tension  of  any  given  muscle  of  one  eye^ 
without  producing  any  alteration  in  the  other.  This  is  the 
peculiar  advantage,  which  none  of  the  ordinaiy  orthopaedic 
means  formerly  employed,  possessed.  On  the  contrary,  the 
result  hoped  lor  from  their  employment,  was  not  only  fre- 
quently frustrated  by  the  movements  of  association  of  the  two 
eyes,  but  sometimes,  as  in  cases  of  recent  muscular  paralysis, 
an  effect  directly  the  reverse  of  that  desired,  was  brought 
about. 

The  increased  contraction  called  for,  from  the  relaxed  mus* 

cle  by  the  use  of  prismatic  glasses,  is  the  source  of  their  cura^^ 

tive  power.     For  example,  m  a  case  of  convergent  strabismus, 

with  diplopia,  a  prism  with  its  base  directed  outwards,  alters 

the  position  of  the  excentric  picture,  on  the  retina  of  the 

squinting  eye  so  greatly,  and  brings  it  so  near  the  macula  lu- 

tea,  that  single  vision  follows  any  voluntary  power,  conveyed 

to  the  abductor  muscle.     Consequently,  tne  angle  of  the 

squint  is  somewhat  diminished.     As  it  Mcomes  less,  and  the 

power  of  the  abductor  increases,  prisms  must  be  used  gradu-* 

ally  diminishing  in  power,  until  at  last,  a  perfectly  accurate 

corresponding  position  of  the  eyes  is  attained  at  all  distan* 

ces, — ^in  other  words,  the  squint  is  perfectly  cured.    I  have 

seen  patients  of  Dr.  V  on  Orafe^s,  who  were  thus  completely 

cured  in  about  six  weeks,  commencing  with  the  strong  glasses 

of  the  numbers  from  16  to  20,  ahd  ^padually  wearing  them 

less  and  less  powerful.     They  are  principally  applicable  in 

jroung  persons,  who  squint  but  slightly ;  and  in  cases  of  di* 

plopia  oiocularis,  where  the  abnormal  position  of  one  eye,  is 

only  observed,  when  an  object  some  feet  distant  is  regarded^ 

I  they  are  the  only  certain  means  of  cure. 

i  in  more  marked  degrees  of  strabismus,  the  muscle  must  be 

divided,  because  the  use  of  strong  prisms,  and  the  efforts  of 

I  the  patient  to  avoid  diplopia,  become  veiy  troublesome ;  and 

I  if  the  union  of  the  two  images  causes  too  mat  an  effort,  an 

I  e^t  is  produced  exactly  the  opposite  of  that  desired ;  for  if 

I  the  diplopia  cannot  be  removed,  the  double  images  separate 

still  further  from  each  other,  because,  when  distant,  they  are 

not  so  intolerable  as  when  near. 

In  many  cases  after  operations  for  the  cure  of  strabismus, 
by  division  of  the  muscle  in  one  or  both  eyes,  although 
great  improvement  follows,  the  cure  is  not  perfect.  Some  de* 
gree  of  tboint  still  persists  in  one  eye,  and  probably  some  di- 
plopia,  wnen  objects  at  certain  distances  from  the  eve  are  at- 
tentively regardM*    In  such  casea»  the  prismatic  glasses  sof- 
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fice  to  complete  the  cure  commenced  by  the  operation.  I 
saw  several  instance,  in  which  this  proved  to  be  the  case,  in 
the  practice  of  Dr.  Von  Grafe. 

I  nave  patients  under  my  care  at  present,  who  are  wearing 
these  spectacles,  and  I  shall  take  a  iuture  opportunity  of 
making  the  results  known.  Messrs.  Watkins  and  Hill,  opti- 
cians, of  Charing-cross,  have  had  the  glasses  ground  and  fit- 
ted for  me,  and  make  them  at  any  Angle  which  may  be  re- 
quired. Messrs.  Bland  and  Long,  of  Fleet  street,  also  make 
them. — London  Med.  Times  and  Gaz. 

Litholihy. — Dr.  Denamiel  has  read  before  the  Academit 
des  Sciences  of  Paris  a  memoir  upon  ^^  Litholiby,"  (to  crash 
stone,)  by  which  term  he  designates  an  operation  consisting  in 
the  crushing  of  the  stone,  as  it  lies  in  the  trigon  vesicae,  oe- 
hind  the  prostate,  between  an  instrument  introduced  by  the 
urethra  into  the  bladder,  and  the  fore  and  middle  fingers  of  tbe 
left  hand,  introduced  per  anum.  He  affirms  that  some  calcoli 
are  so  friable  as  to  break  under  the  least  pressure ;  that  the 
trigon  vesicae,  where  free  calculi  generally  he,  is  accessible  to 
the  finger  introduced  into  the  rectum ;  and  that  a  sound  passed 
into  the  bladder  may  serve  as  the  point  d^appui.  He  also 
states  that  the  action  of  alkaline  fluids  upon  the  mucus,  which 
forms  the  common  cement  of  the  elements  of  calculi,  leads 
to  the  disintegration  oi  the  mass,  whatever  may  be  the  chemi- 
cal composition  of  the  layers  which  compose  it. 

The  distance  from  the  integument  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder 
is  commonly  2^  inches;  it  varies  between  1  inch  and  4  inches. 
The  prostate  gland  and  the  trieon  vesicae  are  separated  from 
the  rectum  by  only  a  very  thin  layer  of  areolar  tissue,  in  which 
fat  is  never  deposited ;  consequently,  any  hard  body  may  be 
easily  felt  and  compressed. 

The  patient,  having  the  bladder  moderately  distended,  is 
put  into  the  horizontal  position,  upon  a  properly  constructed 
oed ;  the  thighs  separated  and  raised ;  the  feet  resting  upon 
chairs.  The  left  fore  and  middle  fingers  of  the  operator  are 
then  introduced  into  the  rectum,  and  the  stone  is  felt.  A  curved 
sound,  grooved  upon  its  convexity,  as  far  as  its  vesical  extre- 
mity, that  it  may  the  more  readily  bold  the  stone,  is  next 
passed  into  the  bladder.  Then  pressure  is  made,  until  the 
calculus  gives  way.  In  many  cases,  a  very  slight  amount  will 
suffice.  Should  any  difficulty  arise,  the  pressure  may  be 
directed  alternately  toward  tbe  right  or  the  left,  that  every 
part  of  the  surface  of  the  stone  may  be  acted  upon.    In  cases 
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where  the  calculi  arehard,several  sittings  are  required;  and  the 
use  of  alkaline  fluids  become  needed,  to  favor  their  disintegra- 
tion.  A  quantity  of  warm  water  should  be  injected  into  the 
bladder  after  each  operation,  that  the  smaller  fragments  may 
be  immediately  washed  away. 

External  application  of  Atropiain  Neuralgiu.  By  Luiot 
Crosio. — In  four  cases  of  severe  neuralgia, — trigeminal,  su- 

Eraorbital,  brachial,  and  ischiatic, — in  which  other  remedies 
ad  failed,  the  external  application  of  atropin  effected  a  speedy 
cure.  One  gramme  of  atropin,  dissolved  in  spirit  and  mixed 
with  a  drachm  of  fat,  was  nibbed  into  a  surface  of  integument 
excoriated  by  a  blister.  There  were  symptoms  in  one  case 
only.  Upon  the  second  day,  in  each  case  the  pupils  were 
dilated,  the  skin  hot  and  dry,  the  head  oppressed.  All  objects 
appeared  small  and  confused,  and  the  patients  feared  to  become 
blind.  As  these  sensations  subsidea,  the  neuralgic  pains  dis- 
appeared. Care  was  taken  that  the  brain  became  not  too 
much  affected. — Graz.  Lomb.^  1852. 

Nasal  Injections  considered  as  a  means  of  Nourishing 
New  Born  Infants.  By  M.  Henrikttb,  Physician  at  the 
Hospital  for  f^oundlings  at  Bengal. — The  author  adverts  to 
the  want  of  success  which,  in  his  hospital,  has  attended  every 
effort  hitherto  made  to  nourish  foundlings,  who,  upon  their 
reception,  refused  to  take  the  breast.  Accident  induced  him 
to  inject  food  by  the  nose.  An  infant  was  attacked  by  ozena. 
It  suckled  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  beins  obliged  to  let  go 
the  nipple  every  moment  in  order  that  it  might  breathe.  Milk 
was  injected  through  the  nares,  and,  to  the  surprise  of  the 
author,  it  passed  upon  each  occasion  into  the  stomach.  In 
May,  1851,  an  infant  was  brought  into  the  hospice  in  a  state 
of  extreme  weakness ;  it  was  scarce  seven  months  old,  and 
its  appearance  indicated  precocious  birth.  It  took  no  food ; 
whatever  was  put  into  its  mouth  was  spit  out  as  it  was  given. 
Under  these  circumstances  its  life  was  despaired  of;  for  it  is  a 
known  fact,that,in  hospitals  for  young  infants,death  is  the  rule 
for  those  who  will  not  take  the  breast.  Dr.  Henriette  com- 
menced injecting  daily  through  the  nose  milk  taken  from  the 
mammary  gland  of  the  nurse  destined  for  the  child.  The 
operation  was  repeated  frequently,  and,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks,  the  patient  became  well-nourished  and  thriving.  At 
the  date  of  February  1, 1852.  eleven  infants,  who  had  refused 
to  suckle,  had  been  thus  supplied  with  food.     Of  these,  seven 
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were  rescaed  from  death;  and,  in  the  remaining  foiiry  who 
ultimately  died,  life  was  prolonged  from  periods  varying  be- 
tween five  and  twenty-fonr  days*  The  author  remarks  thai 
this  proceeding  is  adapted  to  infants  prematnrely  bom,  whove 
wea&ness  depends  upon  imperfect  organization,  and  not  to 
those  sufferii^  from  internal  disease ;  and  he  relstes  the  difle- 
fences  of  appearance  between  the  two.  In  speaking  of  the 
advantages  of  these  nasal  injections,  he  remarks,  that  thej 
reqaire  no  efibrt  of  the  will ;  and  he  alludes  to  their  m>lic»- 
bifity  to  those  infants,  who,  brought  to  the  ho^tal  weak  and 
apparently  dying,  lie  in  their  cradles,  occasionally  utterii^ 
slight  cries,  out  generally  silent,  refusing  upon  any  induce- 
ment to  take  notice  of  their  nurse.  Cn  such,  it  appears,  m 
great  number  are  annually  received.  Pogt-mariem  rramimi 
tion  has  failed  to  detect  in  them  any  important  lesion. 

The  infant  being  placed  upon  the  lap  of  the  nurse,  the  snr* 
geon  introduces  the  tube  of  a  sjrringe,  previously  warmed,  sup- 
ported by  the  thumb  of  the  left  hano,  about  a  line  into  the 
nasal  aperture.  If  introduced  further,  it  excites  a  fit  of  snee* 
zing,  and  might  wound  the  mucous  membrane  in  the  event, 
which  occasionalljr  though  rarely  hapnens,  of  the  child  being 
unruly.  The  liquid  must  be  propellea  very  slowly ;  it  passes 
into  the  posterior  parts  of  the  pharynx,  and  runs  drop  by  drop 
down  rhe  oesophagus  into  the  stomach.  The  presence  of  tlie 
food  in  the  alimentary  canal  effects  those  changes  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  child  which,  in  many  cases,  induce  it  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days  to  take  to  the  breast  in  the  natniml 
manner. — Revue  Med.  Chir.  de  Paris^  1863. 

M.  Henriette  has  since  published  an  appendix  to  the  fore- 
going, in  which  he  recommends  the  admimstration  of  medi* 
cines  in  infants,  and  occasionally  in  adults,  fay  the  samepas- 
sages. 

Scarlatina  and  Rubeo  la. — Dr.  Waltz  has  employed  fiio» 
tions  with  fat  in  seventy-four  patients,  laboring  under  scarlet 
fever — all  were  cured.  In  sixty-nine  cases  there  was  no  des^ 
quamation;  in  four  cases  there  was  secondary  dropsy,  which 
yielded  readily  to  treatment.  He  has  also  triea  the  same 
treatment  in  three  hundred  and  forty-three  cases  of  measles, 
fifty-seven  of  which  were  severe — all  were  cured  speedily.  In 
thirty  of  these  cases,  it  is  stated,  that  the  patients  were  tuber* 
oolous,  and  that  the  progress  of  the  phthisis  was  arrested. 
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THS   HOSPITAL   CONTROVERST* 

Most  of  our  readers,  we  presame«  have  read  the  newspaper  ac- 
counts of  a  recent  public  discussion*  in  relation  to  the  medical 
government  of  the  Commercial  Hospital ;  and  as  the  subject  has 
not  been  fairly  presented  in  the  hasty  and  imperfect  statements 
which  have  been  made*  we  regard  it  as  our  duty  to  place  before 
the  profession  a  concise  review  of  what  has  transpired. 

In  making  even  a  brief  allusion  to  this  si^ject»  we  wish  distinctly 
to  be  nnderttood,  that  we  do  so  rather  as  a  matter  of  duty  than  of 
choice  ;  fort  although  we  shall  act  the  part  chiefly  of  the  historian 
in  recording  the  transactions  of  a  public  discussion,  still  the  cir- 
cumstances demand  the  expression  of  opinions,  and  the  exposition 
of  acts  and  motives,  which  we  would  gladly  pass  by  in  silence, 
and  peimit  them  to  be  lost  among  the  ephemeral  topics  of  the  day, 
as  eyenls  aeee  propet ly  to  be  fofgotten  than  permanently  recorded. 
But  we  are  not  peimitted  to  choose  between  inclination  and  duty. 
The  subject  has  been  already,  most  injudiciously  and  improperly, 
thrust  before  the  community,  and  committees  have  been  appointed, 
charged  with  future  action,  so  that  silence  is  no  longer  pardonable 
in  public  journalists,  and  would  doubtless  be  misconstrued  by  all 
parties. 

▼OL.  nw.' 
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In  nanating  the  events  which  have  occurred,  we  disclaim  all 
personal  prejodices,  or  a  desire  to  wound  the  feelings,  or  injure  th« 
reputation  of  any  one,  however  much  we  may  deprecate  hia  course 
of  conduct ;  but  at  the  same  time  we  regard  it  as  a  privilege  which 
the  nature  of  the  transaction  itself  has  given  us,  to  pass  a  jodgioant, 
and  to  express  opinions,  in  regard  to  motives  as  well  as  acts ;  and 
while  we  condemn  the  one,  it  would  be  an  absurdity  to  attempt 
a  justification  of  the  other. 

The  medical  govemsient  of  the  Oommeieial  Hospital  has  beeiit 
from  the  first  establishment  of  that  institution,  vested  in  the  Fa> 
culty  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio.  In  the  year  1819,  the  late 
lamented  Dr.  Drake  obtained  the  charter  of  the  Medical  College  ; 
and,  with  his  usual  sagacity  and  forecast,  perceiving  the  impor- 
tance of  clinical  instruction  to  the  successful  operations  of  a  Me- 
dical College,  immediately  caused  a  bill  to  be  introduced  into  the 
Legislature  for  the  establishment  of  the  present  Hospital.  The 
measure,  however,  at  first  met  with  opposition,  and  it  required  all 
the  energy  and  tact  of  that  great  man  to  accomplish  his  object. 
But  his  labors  were  crowned  with  success,  and,  in  the  year  1821 » 
the  Hospital  was  chaitefed,  and  its  medical  supervision  com- 
mitted to  the  Faculty  of  the  College.  Indeed,  the  College  and  the 
Hospital  acknowledge  the  same  parentage,  were  conceived  jointly 
in  the  same  great  scheme,  and  it  was  jtist  and  proper  that  the  con- 
nection should  be  recognized  in  the  organic  law  of  the  two  Insti- 
tutions. That  our  readers  may  understand  the  legal  relations  of 
the  College  and  Hospital,  we  will  make  a  few  extracts  from  the 
laws  bearing  on  the  subject. 

The  Charter  of  the  Hospital,  passed  January  22d,  1821,  makea 
the  following  provision : 

^*Se  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Faculty 
of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  to  give  to  all  the  patients  in  said 
Commercial  Hospital  and  Lunatic  Asylum,  the  medical  and  sur- 
gical advice  and  service  which  their  cases  may  reouire,  without 
charge,  in  consideration  of  which,  they  shall  be  at  liberty,  under 
such  regulations  as  they  may  choose  to  prescribe,  to  introduce  the 
pupils  of  said  College  into  the  said  Hospital  and  Asylum,  to  wit- 
ness the  treatment  of  patients  there  assembled ;  and  whenever  the 
Faculty  of  said  College  shall  cease  or  neglect  to  perform  said 
aervices,  they  shall  be  debarred  from  the  privilege  of  thus  intro- 
ducing their  pupils/' 
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The  Charter  of  the  Oottege,  as  revised  December  Slst,  1825, 
eontaine  the  following  provision  : 

'<  That  it  shall  be  the  doty  of  the  Faculty  of  said  College  to 
tisit  and  attend  the  patients  in  the  Commercial  Hospital  and  Lu- 
natic Asylum  of  Ohio,  located  in  the  township  of  Cincinnati,  and 
to  render  to  said  patients  such  medical  and  surgical  advice  and 
services  as  their  cases  may  respectively  require,  without  any  charge 
or  pecuniary  compensation  therefor;  in  consideration  of  which,  the 
said  Faculty  shall  have  liberty  and  power,  under  such  regulations 
as  they  shall  think  fit  and  proper  to  prescribe,  to  introduce  the 
students  and  pupils  of  said  College  into  said  Hospital  and  Asy- 
lum, to  witness  the  treatment  of  diseases,  and  such  surgical  opera- 
tions as  may  be  performed  therein." 

On  the  21st  of  March,  1861,  the  Legislature  passed  an  act  au- 
thorizing the  Trastfees  of  the  College  to  mortgage  the  property  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  a  new  college  edifice ;  and  with  the  view 
of  guarding  the  provisions  of  the  Charter  of  the  College  and  Hos- 
pital, ^hich  related  to  the  asedical  and  surgical  supervision  of  the 
Hospital,  the  following  clauses  were  inserted  : 

**  Provided^  That  in  the  event  of  mortgage  of  said  property,  the 
proceeds  thereof  be  appropriated  to  the  erection  of  a  building,  on 
the  lot  on  which  the  present  building  is  erected,  in  which  shall  be 
taught  regular  scientific  medicine,  as  contemplated  in  the  various 
acts  creating  the  medical  college ;  and^  protided,  further ,  that  no 
sale  of  said  property,  by  reason  of  said  mortgage  or  otherwise, 
shall  impair  tne  right  of  the  Stale  to  the  medical  attendance  now 
by  law  provided  and  required  for  the  Commercial  Hospital  and 
Lunatic  Asylum  of  Cincinnati ;  *  *  •  *  and,  provided^ 
moreover^  that  the  premises  so  authorized  to  be  mortgaged  shall 
ever  be  occupied  and  used  for  the  purposes  of  a  Medical  College, 
as  contemplated  bv  the  acts  relating  to  the  Medical  College  of 
Ohio,  and  the  Protessors  and  Faculty  of  Medicine  hereafter  so 
using  and  occupying  aaid  premises,  shall  always  furnish  medical 
and  surgical  attendance  at  the  Commercial  Hospital  and  Lunatic 
Asylum  of  Cincinnati,  as  required  by  said  acts  relating  to  the 
Medical  College,  and  said  Commercial  Hospital  and  Lunatic 
Asylum.*' 

These  are  the  laws  under  which  the  Faculty  of  the  Medical 
College  of  OhiOb  exercme  medical  and  surgical  supervision  over 
the  Commercial  Hospital ;  and  it  will  be  remarked  that  they  are 
singularly  full,  definite  and  complete.  Indeed,  it  would  hardly 
teem  possible  to  confer  more  complete  authority,  or  to  throw 
nronnd  the  subject  more  snfc-guards. 
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lit  >A  not  to  be  presamed,  however*  that  loetlees  sad  ambitioui 
persons  wonld  be  restrained  by  legal  rigbu»  or  just  claims,  from 
attempts  to  subvert  the  jurisdiction  of  the  College,  and  to  place 
themselves  in  power.  Accordingly,  we  find  the  "  Eclectics."  at 
one  time,  importuning  the  Legislature  to  grant  them  admisaion  to 
the  Hospital.  They  declared  its  present  government  to  be  a  m«- 
nopoly,  and  that  they  had  equal  rights  to  the  privileges  of  prescri- 
bing, and  introducing  their  pupils  into  the  Hospital.  It  was  also 
alleged*  that  the  rate  of  mortality  was  unusually  great,  and  that  a 
change  was  on  that  account  desirable.  In  these  efforts,  howeTert 
Ihey  were  unsuccessful ;  the  Legislature  refused  to  violate  the 
contracts  previously  made  with  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  and 
thus  they  were  defeated. 

Tranquility  having  been  restored,  it  was  presumed  that  the  Col- 
lege  would  be  permitted  to  pursue  her  legitimate  business  of  teach- 
ing, unmolested  by  attempts  to  subvert  her  rights.  But  in  thia 
reasonable  expectation  she  was  disappointed.  A  fraction  of  the 
regular  profession,  desiring  to  break  down  the  College,  and  at  tbe 
same  time  promote  their  own  inlereata,  opened  a  most  violent,  ez' 
traordinary  and  unprofessional  warfare,  the  principal  events  of 
which  we  will  now  briefly  record. 

Sometime  in  the  month  of  September  last,  a  call  for  a  meeting 
of.  i\k9  profession  appeared  in  the  public  newspapers,  signed  by 
eighteen  physicians,  for  the  purpose  of  discuaaing  the  condition  of 
tbe  Commercial  Hospital  and  Lunatic  Aaylum^  But  few  peiaone 
seemed  to  comprehend  the  objects  of  ihe  meeting,  or  the  measures 
which  were  proposed  4q^e  accQiupUsh^,  When  the  n^eeting  as- 
sembled, the  first  business  proposed,  was  sga  inquiiy  into  the  pre- 
sent defective  condition  of  the  Lunatic  Aaylum.  This  aeaaurw 
met  the  approbation  of  ail  parties.  The  Faculty  of  the  College 
h^dt  in  conjunction  with  the  Township  Trustees,  repeatedly  called 
attrition  to  this  subject,  and  nrgad.  on  Tarious  occasions,  that  ade- 
quate provisions  should  be  made  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
lunatics.  But  the  objects  of  the  meeting,  were  npt  attained  by  in- 
vestigating the  condition  of  the  lunatics,  and  a  motiop  was  made 
to  appoint  a  conmiittee  of  seven  to  investigate  tbe  condition  of  the 
Covw^ereial  HoipUaL  The  commiuea  was  appointed,  and  the 
meeting  adjourned* 

It  seemed  quite  OTident  to  uiipfflB4icp4^  nsrsyni^.thtl  an  oigsft- 
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ized  and  Bjrstemfttie  attack  on  tlie  Medical  College  of,  Ohio  Wa^ 
contemplated  ;  and  although  many,  if  not  a  large  portion,  of  those 
who^Bigned  the  Urst  call,  were  not  actuated  by  any  such  motivev, 
yet  it  was  but  too  evident  that  the  leaders  of  the  movement  wore 
hostile  to  the  College.  The  composition  of  the  committee  itself 
left  no  room  to  doubt  the  spirit  that  would  animate  their  report. 
They  were  known  to  be,  with  a  few  etceptions/either  positively 
hostile  to  the  College,  or  with  such  relations  as  would  bias  them 
in  a  report  on  the  subject.  Nor  were  these  anticipations  ground- 
less, for  when  the  report  was  made,  it  fully  disclosed  what  wa^  so 
evidently  foreshadowed. 

On  the  80th  day  of  September,  the  chairman  of  the  Committed 
called  the  profession  together  to  hear  the  report.  We  have  not 
space  to  give  the  entire  report,  but  will  endeavor  to  sum  up  \tk 
several  points. 

After  stating  that  the  Hospital  building  was  insufficient  for  th^ 
accommodation  of  th^  sick,  (which  is  fully  sustained  by  the  facts), 
they  proceeded  to  discuss  the  subject  of  its  medical  government  ; 
and  their  objections  to  the  control  exercised  by  the  Faculty  of  this 
Medical  College  of  Ohio,  are  embraced  in  the  following  points : 

1.  That  the  present  government  is  a  mojiopoly  ;  that  the  ph>fes- 
eion  of  the  city  cannot  have  access  itiihout  inmtaiion;  and,  there* 
fore  that  the  profession  would  be  benefitted  by  a  change. 

2.  That  the  contract  existing  between  the  State  and  the  Faculty 
had  been  violated  by  the  payment  of  money  to  Resident  Physic 
eianSf  and  in  one  instance  to  a  member  of  the  Faculty  ;  and  ihat 
for  a  period  of  ninety  days  the  chairs  of  the  College  were  all  va- 
cant, and  consequently  the  Hospital  was  withbnt  legal  aervk^. 
Thus  the  committee,  not  having  the  poor  merit  even  of  origitiallty, 
it  will  be  remarked,  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  their  illustrious 
predecessors,  the  "  Eclectics."  The  reasons  are  nearly  precisely 
the  same,  and  the  assertions  equally  reckless. 

The  report  was  loosely  written,  and  proposed  no  subslitnte  fbr 
the  present  governnient ;  but  during  the  debate,  Ae  desire  was 
avowed  to  place  the  Hospital  under  the  control  of  the  profesSiiMi 
of  the  city,  instead  of  the  Professors  Of  the  College. 

To  these  charges  the  friends  of  the  college  respoued :  1^  Th&t 
special  privileges  (called  monopoly)  must  of  necessity  be  4lt6t* 
CTsed  by  whatever  party  controlled  the  Hospital,  and  tUi^' 
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feature  would  be  in  no  wise  removed  or  modified,  by  eubetitoiiog 
one  party  for  anotber.  2«  That  the  payment  of  the  leaident  pbj* 
sicians,  was  no  violation  of  contract,  becaoae  it  was  a  volontaiy 
act  of  the  governors  of  the  Hospital,  and  waa  placed  on  tbe  same 
basis  as  tbe  salary  of  the  steward*  apothecary  and  nurses.  Tb« 
Faculty  did  not  demand  it,  nor  did  they  exercise  any  control  over 
th^  subject.  And  the  statement,  that  a  vicwher  of  the  Faculty 
had  received  a  salary,  was  untrue,  the  person  referred  to  being 
only  demonstrator  of  anatomy.  And  in  regard  to  the  advantages 
which  would  accrue  to  the  profession  at  large,  it  was  argued  that 
the  present  relations  contributed  more  to  the  interests  of  tbe  pro- 
fession, by  clinical  teaching,  tban  could  arise  if  it  were  not  under 
tbe  authority  of  a  medical  school ;  that  so  few  membera  of  the 
profession  could  personally  participate  in  the  duties  of  prescrib- 
ing, that  no  general  interest  could  arise  from  that  source.  And 
further,  that  the  profession  were  always  welcomed  to  tbe  hoQae» 
and  that  the  pupils  of  all  regular  schools  were  admitted  on  the 
same  terms  of  those  belonging  to  tbe  Medical  College  of  Ohio. 
It  was  believed  also,  that  any  elective  board  of  governors,  would 
be  liable  at  sometime,  to  admit  irregular  practitioners,  and  that 
the  only  safety  of  the  Hospital  depended  on  iis  present  relationa 
to  the  College.  Those  who  are  familiar  with  Cincinnati,  will 
readily  perceive  tbe  force  of  this  argument.  Indeed  the  moat  jodi- 
cioua  and  well  informed  persons  believe,  that  the  safety  of  the 
Hospital  depends  on  tbe  maintenance  of  its  presMit  relatione. 

In  relation  to  the  vacation  of  the  chair,  it  waa  proven,  that  in- 
atead  of  the  period  being  ninety^  it  was  only  tipentsf-anwadaya ; 
and  that  instead  of  there  being  no  legal  service,  the  late  Faculty 
,had  been  regularly  appointed  by  the  proper  and  competent  au- 
thorities, as  the  attending  physicians  and  surgeons,  and  that  the 
attendance  was  strictly  kgaL 

It  was  stated  in  the  report,  that  the  mortality  of  the  hoapital  (or 
the  past  year  waa  thirty  per  ceM^  and  a  more  than  intimation, 
that  tbe  sick  were  suffering  by  the  present  arrangement.  In  op- 
poaition  to  this  assertion*  it  was  shown  that  the  committee  had 
deduced  their  opinion  from  a  small  fragment  of  the  patients,  and 
either  intentionally  or  ignorantly  omitted  by  far  the  laiger  pro- 
.  portion.  It  was  fully  proven  in  subsequent  debatea,  that  the  average 
mortality,  notwithstanding  the  faulty  construction  of  the  building. 
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(as  urged  by  the  contiaiUee  itself)  and  the  unfavorable  class  of 
patients  received,  ^hen  fairly  and  properly  stated >  was  only  about 
one  in  nine  or  eleven  per  cent. 

Thus  ends  this  extraordinary  report^— a  document  which  is  une- 
qualled in  the  annals  of  medicine  for  false  statements,  extravagant 
assertions,  and  unwarrantable  deduction.  It  was  proven,  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  all  unprejudiced  persons,  to  be  untrue  in 
fact  and  spirit,  in  every  essential  particularr**except  the  dilapi- 
dated  and  unsuitable  nature  of  the  building. 

The  finale  of  the  debate  was  as  singularly  irregular,  as  the  re- 
port had  been  in  the  beginning  ettraordinary.  The  subjects  were 
discussed  four  evenings,  and  at  the  last  sitting,  a  motion  to  adjourn 
sine  die,  prevailed  by  a  majority  of  46  to  18  !  But  the  party  act* 
Ing  in  the  matter  was  not  to  be  thus  beaten.  Defeated  at  every 
point — ^their  report  proven  to  be  false  in  fact,  and  untenable  in 
deduction — they  were  humiliated  by  an  adjournment  sine  die. 
Bat,  with  the  view  of  retrieving  a  lost  battle,  the  party  again  as* 
sembled  (the  friends  of  the  college  refusing  to  participate,  or  even 
be  present),  and  without  opposition,  passed  a  resolution,  declar- 
ing the  separation  of  the  college  and  hospital  desirable.  This  re- 
solution, we  are  informed,  was  passed  by  a  vote  of  not  over 
tiventy  (and  probably  less),  while  the  profession  of  the  city  will 
number  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty ;  and  when  the  President  of 
the  meeting  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  with  the  view  of  voting 
against  the  resolution,  the  call  was  reiiised,  doubtless  on  tha 
ground  of  the  small  number  present.  Thus  the  resolution  was 
passed  by  a  fraction  of  the  profession,  and  without  opposition. 
Parturiunt  monies  ;  naseitwr  ridieuhu  mus  !  truly  a  mowntoin  in 
labor,  and  a  mouM  as  the  product. 

We  cannot  regard  this  whole  movement  in  any  other  light,  than 
that  of  a  design  to  Injure  theinterests  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio. 
In  this  statement  however,  we  do  not  include  all  who  participated  in 
the  movement,  for  there  were  doubtless,  some  who  were  deceived  by 
specious  pretences,  and  garbled  statements ;  but  the  circumstan* 
ces  connected  with  the  general  proceedings,  could  leave  no  doubt, 
in  the  minds  of  nearly  all  who  were  present,  that  the  life  of  the 
whole  affafr  was  a  covert  oppositton  to  the  college.  And  if  Ae 
general  circumstances  were  not  saffidently  poiatedv  the  positive 
declaration  of  the  most  prominent  person  {a  i^^^j^—        -  /^^ 
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nvho  is  jofltly  regarded  ae  the  intellecHiel  embodynenC  of  Uia  par- 
ty),  "  that  it  woi  a  war  on  tbe  Medical  College  of  Okio*  **  was 
conclusive  on  that  point. 

In  regard  to  the  coune  pursued  in  this  asoet  unjustifiable  attack, 
we  are  compelled  to  regard  it  as  not  only  unjust^  but  alao  gipaai j 
uoprofessional.    On  this  point  we  wieh  to  be  distinctly  undar- 
atood.    A  charge  of  ttnsncceesful  practice*  on  the  part  of  tho  Fa- 
culty of  the  College,  made  before  a  miscellaneous  aodienca*  and 
with  special  arrangements  for  its  publication  in  the  newapapaiaw 
wtas  not  only  unjust*  but  groiuly  uwprofessianal.    Raportara  for 
newspapers  were  invUed  to  he  ^uenU,  of  courae  for  the  pnrpoaa 
of  spreading  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  abroad  among  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  the  result  was,  that  garbled  and  unjust  atatamenta  woat 
abroad  and  were  eagerly  caught  up  by  empirics,  and  need  to  da* 
mege.tbe  whole  profession.    The  whole  tianaaction  wae  a  moat  dia- 
graceful  and  humiliating,  scene,  and  move  injury  waadone  to  tba 
regular  profession,  than  the  aame  party  can  ever  repair*    We  a«A- 
eeialy  hope  that  it  will  teach  them  a  leaeon,  wbicb  will  not  sooa 
be  forgotten,  and  that  they  will  hereafter  apend  their  eaargiaa  in 
the  promotion  of  science,  and  pay  due  reigard  to   rales  which 
should  govern  the  conduct  of  high  minded  and  honorable  pbyai* 
cians. 

And  now,  what  is  the  result  of  this  disgiacafol  acane?  Tbara 
axe  three  results — two  positivie  and  one  negati'Ta.  The  poaitive 
lesnlta  are,  first,  the  injury  which  has  been  sustained  by  the  wholo 
profession  ;  second,  the  injury  to  medical  insfitvtions,  by  driring 
pnpils  from  this  city.  We  have  indubitable  evidence,  thatman^ 
medical  students  wero  deterred  by  this  unfi>rtnnata  turmoil  from 
attending  lectures  in  Cincinnati ;  and  thus,  ail  theachools  bare 
have  been  materially  iajuied. 

Finally,  the  negative  result  ia«  that  the  koqaital  relations  will 
Q9ntinue  unchanged*  There  ia  not  the  moat  remota  piobability, 
that  the  Legislature  can  be  mdncad  to  attempt  a  violation  of  tba 
tho  present  cootraet ;  and  if  so  nnwiaa  an  act  ahouM  be  com* 
nutted,  it  would  be  rendered  inoperative  by  the  Oonstitntion  of  tba 
State,  which  declares  that  no  Mlrteaetive  fate,  or  lawiti^^minngtke 
cUigationofcon$racit  ihail  be  paend. 

Verily,  the  monnta^  dtd  brfag  fivth  a  moiiss^ 
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dDriginal  liwtnws,  tomjs  ^  Comraunicationfi. 

An  Essay  on  the  Internal  Ear.    Read  before  the  Cincin- 
nati Medical  Society.    By  Wm.  Hsnrt  Brisbans,  M.  D. 

The  complicated  and  deep  seated  stracture  of  the  ear,  has 
presented  a  formidable  obstacle  to  the  study  of  the  anatomi- 
cal, physio] Offical  and  pathological  conditions  of  this  impor* 
tant  organ.  It  is  generally  considered  beyond  the  reach  of 
medical  treatment,  when  the  diseaae  of  the  ear  is  within  this 
complicated  strrcture ;  and  hence,  most  physicians  content 
themselves  with  a  knowledge  of  the  normal  and  morMd  con- 
ditions of  the  |Nnna,  and  the  external  meatus  and  membrana 
tympani.  And  even  in  relation  to  these  eztemal  parts,  many 
feel  indisposed  to  acouire  any  considerable  information. 
Hence,  the  treatment  ot  diseases  of  the  ear,  has  in  a  great 
measure,  fallen  into  the  hands  of  empirics,  who  understand 
litde  or  nothing  of  pathological  itnd  tnerapeutical  principles. 
The  consequence  is,  that  very  many  of  our  fellow  citizens, 
are  in  a  great  measure  lost  to  society,  on  account  of  deafness, 
who  might  have  been  restored,  if  they  could  have  been 
treated  with  proper  medical  judgment  and  skill. 

We  all  know,  that  to  understand  properly,  disease  and  its 
treatment,  we  must  have  a  knowleage  of  the  anatomy  and 
physiology  of  the  diseased  part,  and  of  the  relations  it  bears 
toother  parts  of  the  system. 

The  essential  ear,  consists  of  the  cavity  within  the  petrous 
portion  of  the  temporal  bone,  and  the  nerves  distributed  within 
that  cavity.  All  other  parts,  are  mere  auxiliaries  to  convey, 
to  concentrate  and  to  modify  the  vibrations  which  result  m 
sound.  That  essential  part  in  the  human  subject,  is  called 
the  labyrinth  ;  and  this  is  a  labyrinth,  not  because  so  com- 
jdex  a  structure  is  essential  to  sound,  for  there  are  animals 
in  which  the  cavity  is  perfectly  simple,  but  because  man 
being  at  the  head  of  the  highest  class  of  animals,  requires  an 
apparatus  adapted  to  all  the  various  modifications  of  sound, 
suited  to  his  intellectual  character. 

To  obtain  a  complete  knowledge  of  the  auditoiy  apparatus, 
a  previous  thorou^  understanding  of  theprinciples  or  psycho- 
logical science,  would  essentially  aid,  aln>rding  a  priori  rea- 
soning, which  would  lead  or  guide  us  in  oar  search  for  ana- 
tomical structures  and  physiological  functions.  But  unfor- 
tmiately  for  us,  we  have  to  arrive  at  psyehologioal  science  iu 
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a  great  measurey  through  physiological  manifeslatioDs.     Thb 
we  know,  however,  that  man  is  an  intellectual  and   moral 
being,  and  that  his  sentient  oreans  ought  to  harmonize  with 
the  intellectual  and  moral  faculties  of  his  soul.     Being  intel- 
lectual, he  seeks  and  acquires  a  knowledge  of  other  oeings 
besides  himself;   being  moral,  he  seeks  and  learns  to  adjust 
himself  to  the  various  relations  of  physical  existence.  Hence, 
there  must  be  the  method  of  communication  adapted  to  other 
beings,  organic  and  inorj^nic,  the  properties  and  faculties  of 
which,  he  has  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of.     Among  these 
properties  is  that  of  vibration,  and  by  this,  other  properties 
are  made  manifest.     Vibratory  action  may  be  veiy  forcible 
or  it  may  be  very  weak.     In  order  therefore,  to  a  proper  com* 
municatioc  being  instituted  with  other  material  agents,  man 
must  have  such  a  sentient  orean,  as  may  bear  a  forcible  con* 
cussion,  or  receive  an  exceemngly  delicate  impression,  as  the 
case  may  be.     And  this  sentient  organ,  must  oe  the  mediam 
of  communication,  between  the  material  and  the  8{Hritiisi. 
Hence,  we  find  a  nervous  system,  and  with  it,  we  must  ex- 
pect a  physical  arrangement,  suited  to  the  kind  of  impression 
to  be  made  upon  that  nervous  system.     The  first  thing,  there- 
fore, we  have  to  look  for,  is  the  connecting  link,  between  the 
physical  and  the  spiritual  man.     That,  we  find  to  be  the 
brain.      But  from  the   brain  must  radiate  the  avenues  of 
conimunication  with  the  various  properties  of  matter,  esch 
having  its  peculiar  adaptation  to  the  property  to  be  developed 
to  the  mind,  through  the  brain.     We  look  for  that,  and  we 
find  in  the  case  before  us,  a  cord  called  a  nerve,  becoming  af- 
fected by  certain  material  agents.     A  certain  nerve  is  aflfected 
when  a  vibration  of  some  material  agent  takes  place.    The 
sensation  produced,  we  designate  by  the  term  audition  or 
hearing.  -  Here  then,  we  have  the  essential  organ.    It  is  the 
nerve.     And  the  nerve  is  affected  in  different  degrees,  as  the 
the  vibratory  action  is  forcible  or  weak.    To  determine  this, 
nothing  more  is  absolutely  requisite  than  the  nerve.     But  for 
man,  with  such  a  soul  as  he  has,  something  more  is  requisite 
than  the  mere  degree  of  force  in  vibration.    From  what  di« 
rection  does  it  come  ?     What  is  the  specific  thing  that  pro- 
duces the  vibration  ?    Then,  he  has  also  a  soul  for  music. 
He  has  in  that  soul,  the  laws  of  melody  and  harmony.     Now 
then,  we  look  for  something  to  modify  the  nervous  sense,  and 
to  convey  impressions  suited  to  the  education  of  the  soul. 

Here  then,  we  have  the  necessity  of  what  is  termed  the  la- 
byrinthi  composed  of  the  bony  structure  with  its  memhrsnes, 
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sacs,  fluids,  septa,  &c ,  among  which  the  aaditory  nerve  ex- 

Sands  itself.  It  is  this,  and  this  only,  which  is  to  be  consi- 
ered  essentially  the  ear.  The  tympanum,  the  ossicula,  the 
eustachian  tube  and  the  auricle,  are,  only  auxilaries,  useful, 
but  not  positively  essential  to  the  sense  oi  hearing,  or  even  to 
some  extent,  the  variations  of  sound. 

As  without  the  nerve  it  would  be  impossible  to  hear, 
so  it  must  have  the  first  place  in  our  consideration. 

The  9$nsorium  is  composed  of  a  number  of  sensory  gan^ 
lia^  congregated  about  the  juncture  of  the  brain  and  spinal 
cond.  Among  these,  the  auditory  ganglia^  beine  immedi- 
ately beneath  the  fourth  ventricle,  are  the  seat  of  audition. 
From  several  white  strie,  in  the  grey  matter  on  each  side  of 
the  calamus  seripiorius^  in  the  restiform  bodies,  arise  the 
'nervous  filaments,  which  constitute  what  is  called  the  poriio 
mollis,  of  the  seventh  pair  of  nerves.  These  pass  around  and 
outside  of  the  restiform  bodies  forwards  to  accompany  the 
poriio  dura  of  the  seventh  pair,  which  in  its  origin,  is  inward 
and  anterior  to  the  origin  of  the  poriio  mollis.  The  poriio 
mollis  being  larger  than  the  poriio  dura,  receives  within  it 
the  latter  by  a  groove,  the  two  being  partially  separated  by  a 
small  artery  destined  for  the  internal  ear.  Theassociated  nerves 
(facial  and  OMdUory)  then  pass  outwards  to  the  mtaius  audi' 
iorins  initmus,  in  the  temporal  bone.  In  the  meatus,  a  few 
filaments  pass  from  one  nerve  to  the  other.  This  meatus  is 
directly  opposite  to  the  external  meatus,  so  that  a  line  passed 
from  one  meatus  txiernus  to  the  other  mtaius  exiemusf  will 
pass  through  each  mtaius  inUrnus  longitudinally.  The  mea- 
tus intemus  is  about  the  fourth  or  thira  of  an  inch  Ions.  It 
terminates  in  a  ad  de  sae^  perforated  with  a  number  of  fora- 
mina. The  upper  anterior  of  these,  is  the  entrance  into  the 
aqueduct  of  faliO[MUs,  which  here  receives  the  poriio  dura^ 
or  Jaeial  nerve.  The  posterior  admits  to  the  vestibule,  and 
transmits  filaments  of  the  portio  mollis.  A  prominence  of 
the  bone  separates  these  trom  the  lower  foramina,  which 
form  a  cribriform  plate,  through  which  the  auditory  nerve, 
dividing  into  branches,  passes  to  the  cochlea  of  the  internal 
ear. 

The  acjueduct  of  fallopius,  takes  its  course  through  the  pe- 
trous portion  of  the  temporal  bone  borixontally,  from  the  ter- 
mination of  the  meaius  iniemuSf  toward  tbe  inner  wall  of 
the  tympanum,  i.  e.,  forwards  and  outwards,  between  the  coch- 
lea and  the  vestibule.  It  then  turns  suddenly  backwards,  above 
the  fenestra  ovalis,  towards  the  pyiMiid.    Opposite  the  py- 
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ramid,  it  is  arched  downwanb  behind  the  tympanam,  to  die 
atylo^mastoid  foramen.  This  aqnedoct,  the  facial  nenre 
follows,  and  at  the  bend  above  the  fenegtrm  ovofif,  it  is  aaid, 
there  is  a  reddish  gagliform  enlargement,  where  it  is  jcMDed 
by  the  large  soperncial  petrosal  branch  of  the  vidian  nerve 
(which  is  a  nerve  from  a  branch  of  the  fifth  pair,  and  which 
enters  the  temporal  bone  on  the  anterior  surface  of  the  petitma 
portion).  At  this  bend  also,  there  is  a  innction  with  a  fils- 
ment  from  the  small  superficial  petrosal  branch,  derived  from 
the  tympanic  nerve,  and  with  the  external  superficial  petrosal 
ner^e,  furnished  by  the  sympathetic  accompanying  the  mid* 
die  meningial  artery. 

Below  the  level  of  the  pyramid,  the  facial  nerve  gives  off 
the  chorda  tympanic  which  enters  the  tympanum  by  a  short 
canal,  close  to  the  ring  of  bone,  to  which  the  membrane  of 
the  tympanum  is  attached,  at  the  internal  extremity  of  the 
meatus  anditorius  extemus.  The  nerve  crosses  on  the  mem- 
brane, and  inside  of  the  handle  of  the  malleus,  curving  to  a 
foramen,  above  and  anterior  to  the  malleus  on  the  ring,  and 
'nirves  down  at  the  inner  side  of  the  glasserian  or  glenoid  fis- 
sure, not  far  from  its  center,  through  which  it  passes,  and  then 
lying  beneath  the  external  pterygoid  muscle,  inclines  obli- 
quely to  the  gustatory  nerve,  (ninth  pair)  arid  finally  ernla 
in  the  submaxillary  ganglion.  This  nerve  is  the  motor 
nerve  of  the  lingualis  muscle,  and  is  supposed  by  Carpenter 
to  supply  some  condition,  requisite  to  the  sense  of  taote. 
(principles,  p.  718)  He  speaks  of  it,  as  a  branch  of  the  se- 
venth pair.  But  the  chorda  tympani,  is  said  by  John  Hunter 
and  by  Homer,  to  originate  from  the  fifth,  and  not  the  se- 
venth pair--4o  be  a  branch  of  the  ptei^goid  nerve— that  it  is 
the  viaian  nerve  continued-*-and  that  it  enters  into  the  vidian 
foramen,  and  thel«by  joins  itself  to  the  portio  dura,  or  fiscimi 
nerve  of  the  seventh  pair. 

There  are  probably  filaments  of  the  vidian  nerve,  after  its 
union  with  thej^offto  durm,  and  also  oi  the  portio  dura  itself, 
which  are  distnbuted  in  the  ear,  for  purposes  of  both  sensa- 
tion and  motion. 

We  nqir  return  to  the  point  where  the  portio  dura  separates 
from  the  portio  molKs,  at  the  eiU  desae  of  the  interna)  mea- 
tus. But  in  order  to  understand  the  distribution  of  this  nerve, 
we  must  premise,  that  in  the  internal  ear,  there  are  three  im« 
portant  (fivisions,  viz.,  the  vestibule  in  the  center,  with  the 
cochlea  anterior,  and  ontward  to  it  and  the  semicircalar 
nals  posterior  and  inwaitf . 
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The  vestibule  is  a  chamber,  lying  partly  between  the  pos« 
terior  half  aod  the  internal  meatus  and  the  tympanum,  but 
extending  beyond  the>  partition  between  itself  and  the  inter-* 
nal  meatus,  posteriorily*  In  its  antero-posterior  diameter, 
it  is  about  the  fifth  of  an  inch  ;  vertically  about  the  same ;. 
but  its  inward  and  outward  diameter,  is  not  more  than  the 
tenth  of  an  inch.  It  i&  very  irregular  in  shape,  but  mainly 
in  three  rounded  protrusions,  one  below,  one  upward  anterior 
and  outward,  and  one  posterior  and  inward.  From  this  ves« 
tibule,  outwardly  and  posteriorly,  and  about  half  way  be- 
tween its  inferior  and  superior  walls,  passes  outward  from 
near  its  inner  and  posterior  wall,  a  canal,  which  forms  hori* 
2ontally,  two-thirds  of  a  circle,  and  opens  into  the  vestibule 
again  by  an  ampulla,  near  its  anterior  outward  or  tympanic 
wall.  Another  canal  commencing  above  the  commencement 
of  the  first,  passes  curvingly  upwards,  and  soon  divides  into 
two  branches,  the  one  passing  from  behind  and  inwards,  for-* 
ward  and  outward,  opens  by  an  ampulla  into  the  vestibule 
just  above  the  ampulla  opening  of  the  horizontal  canal,  i.  e., 
near  the  aotero*outward  or  tympanic  wall ;  the  other  branch 
forms  a  right  angle  with  the  first  branch,  and  curving  pos- 
turo-outward,  enters  the  vestibule  by  an  ampulla,  below  the 
'  qpmmencement  of  the  horizontal  canal..    There  are  there-^ 

fore,  five  openings  in  the  postero*outward  wall  of  the  vestibule, 
three  posteriorly  and  twx)  anteriorly,  and  there  are  two  ampul* 
la  anteriorly  and  one  posteriorly.  These  canals  are  called 
semicircular,  but  they  are  more  than  semicircles,  their  dia- 
meter beins  about  a  third  of  an  inch  from  outside  to  outside 
of  the  circle.  The  superior  veitical  canal,  whose  curve  is 
backward,  forward,  and  upward,  makes  a  dietinct  promi* 
nence  in  the  superior  surface  of  the  petrous  portion  of  the 
i  temporal  bone*    The  posterior  vertical  canal  curving  out- 

I  ward  and  backward,  has  its  plane  parallel  with  the  posterior 

surface  of  the  petrous  portion  of  the  tenoporal  bone.    In  the 
I  vestibule  there  is  a  membranous  sac,  nearly  filling  its  upper 

I  port,  which  extends  itself  through  the  three  canals.    Below 

I  this  sac,  and  attached  to  it,  is  another  sac  not  quite  so  large, 

and  having  no  communication  one  with  the  other.    These 
I  membranous  sacs  and  canals,  float  in  what  is  called  the  peri 

lymph,  and  contain  within  them  what  is  called  the  endo-* 
lymD^.  There  is  also  a  deposit  of  atocanUet  (in  plain 
English,  ear  ttoius-  and^ear  duit)^  in  these  sacs  and  in 
the  ampulla  of  the  canals.  This  stone  or  dust,  is  sus* 
pended  in  tha  nervous  matter,  whioh  floats  in  the  endolymph* 
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What  part  it  plays  in  audition  is  not  known,  but  as  it  is  com* 
mon  in  the  mammalia,  it  is  presumed  to  be  of  importance. 

The  cochlea  is  the  third  important  division  of  the  laby- 
rinth. This  is  a  spiral  canal  of  two  tnms  and  a  half  aroood 
a  central  hollow^  column  or  cone,  called  the  mcMf»o/t(t,  be- 
cause of  its  posterior  bein^  like  to  the  nave  of  a  wheel.  The 
base  of  the  cochlea  is  directly  anterior  to  the  outer  or  vesti- 
bular end  of  the  meatus  internusj  and  its  apex  points  forward. 
Looking  through  the  meatus  extetnus  in  a  skull  bone,  the 
promontory  between  the  fenestra  ovalis  and  the  fenestra  ro- 
tunda, appears  distinctly  in  the  inner  wall  of  the  tympanom. 
This  promontory  is  the  beginning  of  the  cochlea.  From  the 
end  or  the  promontonr  to  the  inner  margin  of  the  cochlea,  is 
the  half  of  an  inch ;  from  the  inferior  margin  to  the  superior 
margin  of  the  cochlea,  is  four-tenths  of  an  inch ;  from  the 
base  to  the  apex  is  two-tenths  of  an  inch.  This  spiral  canal, 
is  divided  into  two  parts,  in  its  whole  length  by  a  partition, 
partly  bony  and  partly  membranous,  forming  two  canals 
which  open  into  each  other  at  the  apex.  This  double  canal 
diminishes  in  calibre  as  it  approaches  the  apex.  One  of  the 
divisions  opens  at  the  beffinmn^  of  the  cochlea  into  the  tym- 
panum, by  what  is  called  the  &ramen  rotundum,  or  fenestim 
rotunda,  and  the  other  into  the  vestibule,  just  within  the  fora^ 
men  rotundum.  The  cochlea  has  the  same  fluid,  and  is  li- 
ned by  the  same  serous  membrane  which  is  common  to  the 
other  parts  of  the  labyrinth. 

Within  these  cavities  of  the  labyrinth,  the  portio  mollis 
distributes  itself  in  the  same  semi-fluid  form,  as  appears  in 
the  case  of  the  optic  nerve,  forming  the  retina.  It  aistributes 
itself  over  the  membranes  within  and  without  the  sacs,  and 
membranous  canals,  and  floats  in  the  endolymph  and  peri- 
lymph. Upon  this,  the  vibrations  of  the  external  memam 
act  through  the  motion  ^ven  to  the  fluid  of  the  labyrinth, 
producing  sound  with  all  its  varieties  of  degree  and  harmony. 
Taking  my  observations  from  the  ampulla,  the  query  has  ari- 
sen in  my  mind,  whether  they  do  not  indicate  the  course  of 
the  vibrations.  It  is  generally,  if  not  always  presumed, 
that  the  motion  of  the  fluid  in  the  vestibule,  is  transmitted 
throush  the  semicicrular  canals,  beginning'at  the  ampulla. 
May  it  not  be  that  this  movement  commences  in  the  canals 
at  the  opposite  end,  and  thus,  by  the  resistence  ofiered  in  dis- 
charging itself  asain  into  the  vestibule,  enlarges  the  canal  at 
that  point,  or  rather  does  not  nature  provide  this  enlargement 
to  meet  this  resistence  ?    At  the  same  time  there  is  this  mo- 
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tion  of  the  fluid  in  the  8emi*circQlar  canals,  from  the  same 
cause,  viz.,  the  vibration  of  the  fluid  in  the  vestibule,  there 
must  be  a  movement  given  to  the  fluid  in  the  division  of  the 
cochlea,  leading  from  the  vestibule.  But  there  is  also  a  mo- 
tion communicated  fiom  the  tympanum,  by  the  membrane 
o(  the  foramen  rotunda  to  the  fluid,  in  the  other  division  of 
the  cochlea,  meeting  at  the  apex,  the  flow  from  the  vestibule, 
and  thus,  we  find  at  the  apex  an  enlargement  of  the  canal, 
forming  what  is  called  the  infandibulvm  and  the  cupola. 

In  order  to  get  a  correct  idea  of  the  relative  position  of  these 
various  parts  of  the  labyrinth,  we  may  make  an  artificial  par- 
tition or  section. 

Hold  the  skull  as  nearly  level  as  you  can.  Drop  a  plumb 
line  from  the  level  of  the  top  of  the  head,  so  as  to  pass  through 
the  center  of  the  meatus  extemus,  on  each  side  of  the  head. 
On  sawing  the  head  down  by  this  line,  it  will  divide  the  head 
into  the  anterior  and  posterior  parts.  In  the  anterior  division 
will  be  two-thirds  of  the  tympanum,  all  of  the  cochlea,  and 
one  third  of  the  meatus  intemns.  In  the  posterior  division, 
will  be  one  third  of  the  tympanum,  all  of  the  semicircular 
canals  and  vestibule,  and  two-thirds  of  the  meatus  intemus. 
The  line  or  section,  will  cut  into  the  anterior  edge  of  the  ho- 
rizontal semicircular  canal,  and  pass  along  through  the  ante- 
rior edge  of  its  ampulla,  and  of^the  ampulla  of^the  vertical 
canal,  and  will  leave  the  angle  of  the  aqueduct  of  fallopins, 
at  its  junction  with  the  vidian  nerve,  in  the  anterior  division, 
but  the  rommencement  and  termination  in  the  posterior  divi- 
sion, much  the  lai^er  portion  of  the  aqueduct  being  in  the 
posterior  division. 

To  this  line,  the  interior  wall  of  the  tympanum,  facing 
the  external  meatus,  will  form  a  very  obtuse  angle,  goine 
from  it  anteriorly  and  inwardly,  and  being  continued,  will 
form  the  interior  wall  of  the  eustachian  tube,  so  that  a  wire 
passing  into  the  external  bony  meatus,  at  its  back  wall,  and 
directed  forwards  and  inwards,  would  proceed  in  a  straight 
line  through  the  eustachian  tube. 

In  considering  diseases  of  the  labyrinth,  I  leave  out 
malformations,  and  those  diseases  which  are  mere  extensions 
of  lesions  from  other  parts,  as  caries  of  the  bone,  inflamma- 
tion of  the  dura  mater,  loss  of  the  membranes  of  the  fenestra 
ovalis  and  rotunda,  arising  from  disease  of  the  tympanum 
&c.  &c. ;  and  I  confine  mjself  entirely  to  those  which  origi- 
nate in  the  labyrinth^  and  m  the  nerves  which  supply  it  with 
power. 
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Accoidii^  to  the  tissues^  we  might  amnge  the  ^'^ff^fffi 
into  nturoite  nrom  aad  ositoui. 

I.  Neurotie  digeates  Thoee  which  origiaate  ia  the  por- 
tio. mollis,  and  those  which  originate  in  nerves  of  general 
sensibility. 

1.  The  poitio  mollis  is  the  acoustic  or  aoditoiy  nerve— « 
nerve  of  special  sense— -the  sense  of  hearing.  It  has  no  other 
use  and  no  other  power.  Nevertheless,  it  is  probable  it  can- 
not use  thi^  special  power,  if  the  nerve  of  general  sense  lose 
its  power.  It  must,  therefore,  be  a  question  of  some  conse^ 
quenoe,  whether  the  disorder  or  disease,  be  in  the  one  or  the 
other.  If  the  nerve  of  general  sense  be  in  a  normal  comfi* 
tion,  we  may  nevertheless^  have  the  acoustic  nerve,  theportio 
mollis  of  the  seventh  pair,  in  an  abnormal  state.  This  may 
be  either  erilhitie  or  torpid. 

First.  Erethitic.  This  may  be  simple  excitement,  arising 
from  anxiety  to  hear ;  or  it  may  be  from  an  inflamed  condi« 
tion  of  surrounding  parts.  Whether  the  nerve  is  capable  of 
feeling  anything  else,  than  the  vilxations  producing  a  sense 
of  sound,  I  think  doubtful,  since  no  neuralema  has  ever  been 
traced  upon  the  poriio  molUa.  If  so,  it  is  incapable  of  snfisr** 
ingpain.  But  in  sim{de  excitemeot  of  the  nerve,  there  amy 
be  a  distressing  lEmxiety  manifested,  in  the  effort  to  listen. 
And  in  an  inflammation  of  surrounding  parts,  it  may  be 
heated  into  an  excitement,  producing  a  dramJike  or  roaring 
sound.  This,  peiham,  is  tne  beating  of  arteries  against  the 
parietis  of  the  ear.    This  continued,  would  probably  produce. 

Seeond.  The  torpid  condition.  This  is  a  loss  of  nervous 
energy,  either  from  the  cause  just  stated,  or  from  concussion 
of  the  brain,,  or  from  a  stunning  or  loi^  continued  sound  or  pro- 
tracted disuse.  It  corresponds  with  amaurosis  of  the  optic 
nerve.  In  diminished  power  of  the  nerve,  there  is  aliimiliis 
or  ringing  sound,  as  may  be  observed  immediately  after  receir^ 
ing  the  very  loud  report  of  a  cannon.  There  is  also,  djfieemm 
or  difficulty  of  hearing.  In  a  complete  loss  of  power,  diere 
is  of  course,  complete  deafness. 

2.  The  nerves  of  general  sense  may  be  the  seat  of  the  af- 
fection. These  would  be  branchlets  of  the  fiflb  and  seventti 
pairs.  *  If  these  be  in  an  erethitic  condition,  there  will  be 
pain.  This  is  what  would  be  termed  nenralfina  of  the  ear. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  may  be  paralysis,  and  of  oeme  no 
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paia ;  but  there  would  be  deafness*  althongh  the  acoustic 
nerve  itself,  may  be  in  a  sound  condition,  from  the  fact,  that 
the  general  sensibility  of  the  organ,  is  essential  to  the  exer- 
cise of  the  special  sense.  Deafness  may  also  supervene 
from  the  erethitic  condition,  because  of  the  exquisiteness  of 
the  sensibility,  producing  a  paralysis  of  the  acoustic  nerve. 

Now,  If  I  be  correct  in  these  pathological  distinctions,  the 
importance  of  being  able  to  diagnosticate  between  the  nerve 
of  general  sensibility,  and  that  of  special  sense,  must  be  ob 
vious. 

If  there  be  deafness,  and  yet  no  pain,  it  must  be  paralysis 
either  of  the  nerves  of  general  sensibility,  or  of  the  portio 
mollis.  But  if  it  be  parylysis  of  the  nerves  of  general  sensi  - 
bility,  there  would  probably  be  a  paralysis  of  otner  parts,  be- 
sides the  ear,  which  would  be  distinctly  manifest,  in  the  ge- 
neral sensibility  of  the  side  of  the  head  and  face.  If  only  me 
portio  mollis  be  paralysed  or  torpid,  there  will  be  simply 
deafness,  without  an^  other  manifestations. 

But  if  there  be  pain,  then  it  is  evident  that  the  seat  of  the 
affection  is  not  primarily  in  the  auditory  nerve.  It  may  be  cu- 
red, and  hearing  may  be  restored  before  the  effects  upon  ^he 
acoustic  nerve,  result  in  permanent  torpidity  or  paralysis.  If 
on  the  other  hand,  there  be  deafness  without  pain,  and  there 
be  no  other  signs  visible,  I  should  regard  the  case  more  hope- 
less than  amaurosis.     I  should  trjr  electricity  or  galvanism. 

In  simple  neuralgia,  without  inflammation  of  associated 
tissues,  we  should  treat  the  case  upon  the  same  principles  we 
would  neuralgia  in  an]^  other  part ;  modifying  it,  according 
to  the  general  or  constitutional  condition  of  the  patient,  and 
the  characteristics  of  the  special  orgaa  treated.  Quinine,  ar- 
senic, stramonium,  carbonate  of  iron,  &c.,  are  the  internal 
or  constitutional  remedies.  A  large  horseshoe  magnet  might 
be  applied  to  each  meatus  auditorius  externus. 

11.  8erou$  tfiteoM.— 'There  may  be  inflammation  of  the 
membranes  of  the  labyrinth.  The  membrane  is  sometimes 
found  much  thickened,  and  the  waters  turbid,  giving  evidence 
of  an  inflamed  condition.  Here  we  have  what  may  be 
termed  serous  otitis,  to  distinguish  it  from  inflammation  of 
the  lining  membrane  of  the  tympanum,  which  should  be 
termed  mucous  otit^  In  this  aflkction,  the  pain  would  be 
intense,  darting  through  the  ear,  accompaniea  with  tinnitis 
aurium,  and  great  intolerance  of  sound.  The  pulse  would  be 
quick  and  tense,  and  the  tongue  white.  These  symptoms 
would  distinguish  the  affectioo  from  mucous  otitis,  in  which 
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the  tongue  would  be  yellow,  with  red  edges,  or  red  all  over^ 
aad  the  pulse  comparatively  soft.  , 

The  constitutional  symptoms  must  be  met  with  purgatives. 
I  would  prefer  those,  which  would  act  chiefly  upon  the  mU' 
cous  tissue.  Apply  leeches  to  the  temple,  and  a  blister  over 
the  mastoid  process. 

III.  Osseov^  disease. — There  may  be  inflammation  of  the 
periosteum.  There  may  be  ulceration  of  it  extending  to  the  sub* 
stance  of  the  bone.  But  of  this  branch  of  the  subject,  I  know 
little  or  nothinff.  It  is  not  probable,  that  any  disease  of  bone, 
set  up  in  this  aeep  seated  structure,  could  be  met  by  any  re- 
medial agent,  andf  the  investigation  of  it,  could  only  be  of  in^ 
terest  for  diagnostic  and  prognostic  purposes. 


Non-fatal  Accidents  from  Anasthetic  Agents,  itith  Obser- 
vations. Recul  before  the  Medico- Chirurgieal  Soeiety  of 
Cincinnati.     By  W.  H.  Mussby,  M.  D. 

Recently,  in  one  of  the  courts  of  justice  in  Paris,  two  sur" 

{;eon8  were  condemed  to  pay  a  fine  (merely  nominal)  for  al* 
owing  a  patient  to  die  under  the  eflRscts  of  chloroform.  The 
court  sustained  the  following  allegations,  and  hence  its  deci- 
sion. 

1st.  That  chloroform  was  unnecessarily  administered,  as 
the  operation  to  be  performed  was  not  of  sufficient  magnitude 
to  justify  its  employment. 

2d.  That  the  room  was  not  sufficiently  ventilated. 

3d.  That  no  provision  had  been  made  against  accident. 

In  view  of  the  last  point,  the  very  natural  question  arises. 
What  precautions  against  accidents  should  be  taken  by  those 
administering  aneesthetic  agents  ? 

One  answers,  that  no  death  has  occurred  from  the  use 
of  sulphuric  ether,  and  therefore  there  need  be  no  apprehen^ 
sion  from  its  administration ;  another  has  never  heard  of  a 
death  from  the  chloric  ether,  and  claims  for  it  great  advanta- 
ges over  other  agents ;  whilst  the  advocates  of  chloroform 
attribute  all  accidents  to  the  impurity  of  the  article. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  discuss  tl>e  comparative  merits  of 
these  agents,  but  I  am  persuaded  that  each,  however  pure  it 
may  be,  will  meet  with  idiosyncracies  forbidding  its  admini* 
stration. 

In  death  from  anaesthesia,  there  is  suspension  of  respiratioa 
from  paralysis  of  the  nerves  presiding  over  this  ftuiction,  and 
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consequently,  suspension  of  the  heart's  action.  To  i  eanimate, 
Mr.  Jobert  de  Lambelle  (of  PHotel  Dieu)  counsels  the  use 
of  irritants  to  the  skin,  currents  of  air  passed  over  the  body, 
excitants,  applied  to  the  tongue,  cauterisation  of  the  mouth  and 
throat  with  ammonia  and  currents  of  electricity.  M.  Ricord 
remarked  to  me,  that  artificial  respiration  alone,  if  persevered 
in,  would  prevent  fatal  results,  and  instanced  three  cases  in 
his  own  practice,  which  were  saved  by  that  procedure. 

The  following  case  will  illustrate  the  value  of  the  sugges- 
tion ;  but  first  a  word  as  to  the  agent  employed,  and  means 
of  its  administration.  We  have  used  for  four  years  the  mix- 
ture of  one  part  (by  measure)  of  chloroform,  and  two  parts  of 
washed  sulphuric  ether,  both  of  which  are  from  the  manufac- 
ctory  of  Messrs.  Powers  &  Weightman,  Philadelphia.  The 
vehicle  for  administration  is  a  large  silk  handkerchief  (an  old 
bandanna)  of  very  loose  texture,  which  has  been  used  for  this 
purpose  solely  for  four  years.  This  is  shaken  out  of  its  folds 
and  gathered  lightly  in  the  hand,  and  usually  a  fluid  drachm 
of  this  mixture  is  put  upon  it,  and  it  is  held  lightly  over  the 
face,  covering  the  nose  and  mouth.  If  there  is  much  irrita- 
tion of  the  lungs,  the  handkerchief  is  removed  from  time  to 
time  till  it  ceases,  and  when  the  patient  is  sufficiently  quiet 
for  the  commencement  of  an  operation,  we  not  unfrequently 
add  a  little  fresh  material,  and  leave  the  handkerchief  upon 
the  face  for  a  few  minutes. 

June  6th,  1852. — Michael  O'Hara,  native  of  Ireland,  emi- 
grated seven  years  since ;  is  27  years  of  age,  of  sanguine  tem- 
perament, full  habit,  capacious  chest,  has  great  muscular  de- 
velopment, and  weighs  170  poHods.  Once  in  two  or  three 
weeks  drinks  freely  of  whiskey  for  two  days,  and  works  stea- 
dily in  the  intermediate  time.  .  Had  a  ^^  spree"  for  two  days 
last  week.  Eight  months  since,  was  working  under  a  bank 
of  earth,  which  caved  upon  him  and  injured  his  back,  since 
which,  has  had  incessant  pain  in  the  lumbar  portion  of  the 
spine,  notwithstanding  internal  medication  and  the  application 
of  cups,  blisters,  and  irritating  ointments;  now,pressure  over 
the  thinl  lumbar  vertebra  proauces  pain. 

I6th. — Propose  to  apply  the  actual  cautery  over  the  spine. 

16th,  8  o'clock,  A.  M. — At  the  patient's  lodgings,  an  Irish 
lad  of  16  years  present  with  us.  Patient  has  eaten  nothing 
for  13  hours  ;  is  lying  on  his  back  in  a  room  ten  feet  square ; 
the  head  of  the  bed  is  under  an  open  window,  and  at  the  foot, 
the  door  stands  open.  Circulation  full  and  strong,  with 
80  pulsations  per  minute.    Commenced  the  administration  of 
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the  mixture  of  chloroform  and  ether.  The  first  approach  of 
the  handkerchief  to  the  face  caused  slieht  conghmg,  which 
toon  subsided.  In  four  minutes  the  patient  became  veiy  lo- 
quacious, jabbering  in  Gaelic,  and  made  great  muscular  ezer" 
tion,  (usually  the  case  with  Irish  patients),  and  muscles  became 
rigid ;  pulse  70.  The  handkerchief  was  removed  for  30  se- 
conds ;  the  muscles  relaxed ;  the  resjnration  became  diseni' 
barrassed,  and  pulse  66.  Inhalation  was  resumed  and  con' 
tinned  for  one  minute,  when  I  considered  the  effect  nearly 
sufficient.  Pulse  60,  full  and  resular.  Putting  half  a  fluid 
drachm  of  the  mixture  upon  the  handkerchief,  I  left  it  upon 
the  face,  and  stepped  below  stairs  for  the  heated  iron,  leaving 
the  lad  with  the  patient.  (The  iron  was  in  a  stove  26  yan£ 
from  the  bedside,  and  I  found  subsequently,  on  going  over  the 
ground  with  the  same  expedition,  that  I  was  absent  from  the 
room  forty  seconds.)  On  my  return  the  wrist  was  pulseless, 
and  the  action  of  the  lungs  and  heart  entirely  suspended.  I 
shook  the  patient,  dashed  water  in  his  face,  tumea  him  upon 
his  side,  then  upon  the  back  again,  gave  various  positions  to 
the  head,  pressed  upon  the  chest  to  expel  the  air  from  the 
lungs  and  allow  fresh  air  to  re[riace  it.  This  was  kept  up 
for  one  minute.  I  then  placed  myself  on  the  bed  at  one  side 
of  the  body,  and  with  my  own  mouth  upon  that  of  the  subject, 
inflated  the  lungs,  then  expelled  the  air  by  pressure  upon  the 
chest,  and  allowed  (he  pure  air  to  take  its  place ;  this  in  turn 
was  expelled,  and  the  lungs  again  inflated  by  my  own.  In  this 
manner  I  kept  up  artificial  respiration  for  the  space  of  three 
minutes,  every  alternate  inflation  being  from  the  atmosphere. 
l^spencUng  these  efforts  for  a  few  seconds  and  seeing  no  signs 
of  life,  I  despatched  the  lad  for  a  professional  friend,  and  re- 
sumed artificial  respiration.  After  one  mioute,  I  thrust  my 
finger  into  the  throat,  and  agitated  the  epiglottis,  in  hopes  to 
provoke  a  spasm  of  the  glottis,  but  without  success.  Con- 
tinued artificial  respiration  for  another  minute,  and  a  second 
time  thrust  my  finger  into  the  throat  with  no  better  success. 
Artificial  respiration  for  half  a  minute,  and  a  third  time  thrust- 
ing my  finger  into  the  throat,  but  deeper  than  before,  so  as  to 
Senetrate  between  the  cords  of  the  glottis,  I  suddenly  with- 
re  w  it,  but  immediately  repeating  the  movement  with  greater 
violence,  the  much  wished-for  *'  spasm"  grasped  my  finger, 
and  there  was  a  slight  ouivering  motion  of  the  chest.  Artifi- 
dal  respiration  resumed,  and  in  two  minutes  the  patient  had 
no  neea  of  my  assistance. 
He  was  still  insensible,  but  the  application  of  the  iron^ 


M U88BT  on  AniBstkeiie  Agents.  669 

which  was  re-heated,  partially  aroused  bim.  Five  minutes 
after,  he  was  perfectly  sensible,  complained  of  great  weak- 
ness, but  had  no  idea  of  the  peril  he  had  passed  through. 
Half  an  hour  later  he  seemed  as  well  as  patients  ordinarily  are 
after  the  use  of  chloroform^  and  subsequently  there  were  no 
unusual  symptoms. 

The  amount  of  the  mixture  used  on  this  occasion  was  six 
fluid  drachms — two  of  chloroform  and  four  of  ether. 

There  was  no  pulsation  of  the  heart,  or  respiratory  move- 
ment for  seven  minutes. 

Reanimation  is  attributable  to  artificial  respiration  and  irri- 
tation of  the  glottis. 

Cincinnati^  Sept.  20, 1863. 

Since  preparing  the  foregoing,  I  have  witnessed  another 
case  of  the  unfavorable  effects  of  an  anaesthetic  agent. 

Mr.  L.,  farmer,  aged  49  years,  height  five  feet  ten  inches, 
moderately  fleshy,  and  of  lymphatic  temperament. 

October  12th,  11  A.  M. — Patient  in  the  horizontal  posi- 
tion ;  has  not  eaten  for  17  hours ;  pulse  95  per  minute.  Com- 
menced the  inhalation  of  the  mixture  of  chloroform  and  ether. 
There  was  slight  irritation  of  the  lungs  at  first,  which  occa- 
sioned some  delay.  At  11  o'clock,  10  minutes,  partial  anes- 
thesia ;  respiration  easy ;  pulse  80.  One  minute  later,  the 
pulse  suddenly  dropped  to  60,  and  I  removed  the  handker- 
chief. There  was  out  little  respiratory  action ;  the  muscles 
of  the  chest  were  quiet,  and  those  of  the  abdomen  moved  fee* 
biy.  Pulse  rose  to  18  for  a  quarter  of  a  minute,  and  immedi- 
ately fell  to  13.  The  movement  of  the  abdominal  muscles 
ceased,  but  only  one  respiratory  movement  was  lost,  as  with 
one  hand  I  opened  the  mouth,  and  with  the  other  made  pres- 
sure upon  the  chest.  Three  movements  of  this  kind  gave 
sufiicient  impulse  to  the  respiration,  and  no  farther  assistance 
was  necessary.  The  pulse  steadily  improved.  A  little  wa- 
ter was  thrown  in  the  race,  and  the  patient  returned  to  con* 
sciousness  ten  minutes  after,  and  for  several  days  he  com* 
plained  of  great  weakness.  Eight  days  subsequentlv,  with 
great  composure,  (without  anaesthesia),  he  submitted  to  the 
extirpatoin  of  a  large  tumor  of  the  neck,  previous  to  which  I 
ligated  the  primitive  carotid  arteiy. 

Six  drachms  of  the  mixture  were  used. 

The  facts  in  this  case  strengthen  the  position  assumed^  in 
connection  with  the  other,  viz.:  that  the  derangement  of  the 
circulation  is  consequent  vsggi  impaired  respiratory  action. 
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My  father,  Dr.  R.  D.  Massey,  informs  me,  that  a  year 
since,  on  account  of  untoward  symptoms  similar  to  the  above, 
he  was  obliged  to  postpone  an  operation  which  was  subse* 
quently  performed  without  ansesthesia. 

In  March,  1849,  we  were  near  losing  a  patient,  from  the 
unskillful  management  of  chloroform  by  a  non-professional 
bystander ;  and  not  lone  after,  we  tried  the  mixture  of  chloro- 
form and  ether,  and  have  used  no  other  anesthetic  agent 
since,  under  the  opinion  that  the  ether  sustains  the  vital 
powers  against  the  purely  sedative  effect  of  the  chloroform. 
£2xperience  has  taught  us,  however,  that  there  is  liability  to 
accident  from  its  use. 

I  am  constrained  to  believe,  that  a  frank  avowal  of  the  pro- 
fession would  create  astonishment  at  the  great  number  of  non- 
fatal accidents  that  have  occured,  and  that  the  details  woold 
aid  in  the  establishment  of  principles  for  conduct  in  its  ad- 
ministration, and  serve  to  throw  around  the  sale  and  use  of 
anaesthetic  agents,  such  guards  as  would  protect  the  commu- 
nity from  their  direful  effects.  Even  in  Edinburg,  where  it 
is  claimed,  that  in  a  hundred  thousand  cases  where  chloro- 
form has  been  used,  not  a  single  accident  has  occurred ;  unio- 
ward  symptoms  have  compelled  the  suspension  of  the  use  of 
the  article,  (as  I  was  informed  by  an  assistant  of  Dr.  Simp- 
son), which  the  operators  profess  to  be  able  to  trace  to  the 
impurity  of  the  agent  employed. 

My  attention  has  just  been  called  to  the  researches  of  Prof. 
Horsford,  of  Cambndge,iVfass.,  {Bost,  Med.  and  Surg,  Jour- 
naif  Oct.  19),  and  to  a  paper  in  the  Am,  Journal  of  medical 
Science  for  Oct.,  from  Dr.  Bickersteth,  of  Liverpool,  to 
which  I  refer  as  corroborative  of  the  positions  herein  as- 
sumed, viz : 

First.  That  accidents  from  anaesthesia  are  generally  attri- 
butable to  idiosyncracies  in  the  subjects. 

Second.  That  derangements  ot*  the  circulation  depend  upon 
the  disturbance  of  the  tunction  of  respiration. 

Third.  That  artificial  respiration  is  the  most  valuable  of 
all  means  for  counteracting  dangerous  symptoms. 

Oct.  26,  1853. 

Tracheotomy  for  Foreign  Body.    By  W.  H.  Musskt,  M.  D., 

Cincinnati. 

John  Wildey,  aged  7  years,  son  of  German  parents,  resid- 
ing four  miles  from  the  city.  At  12  M.,  August  8th,  while 
eating  soup,  was -seized  with  a  violent  fit  of  coughing,  which 


MussBT  on  Traeheotamy.  661 

was  followed  with  sreat  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  inability 
to  speak  above  a  wtiisper.  He  was  brought  to  my  office  at 
10  A.  M.  the  next  day,  (twenty-two  hours  after  the  accident), 
in  a  state  of  great  prostration ;  skin  purple,  and  great  distress 
depicted  upon  the  countenance.  On  examination,  I  recom* 
mended  tracheotomy  as  the  only  chance  for  relief.  Whilst 
the  mother  was  undecided,  my  friend,  Dr*  Christopher  John- 
ston, of  Baltimore,  very  opportunely  called,  and  jomed  in  urg- 
ing the  importance  of  prompt  action.  When  it  was  evident 
that  the  boy  could  not  long  survive,  consent  was  given,  and  as 
we  laid  him  upon  the  operating  table,  he  swooned  ;  the  stroke 
of  the  knife,  however,  aroused  him  to  vigorous  struggles  till 
the  trachea  was  reached,  when  he  swooned  again.  The  cri- 
coid cartilage  and  two  rines  of  the  trachea  were  divided,  but 
the  admission  of  air  to  the  lungs  did  not  produce  reaction. 
With  a  bi-valve  ear  speculum,  the  lips  of  the  wound  were 
separated,  and  the  treachea  found  to  be  loaded  with  mucus. 
Placing  my  mouth  over  tne  orifice,  I  removed  a  large  quan- 
tity of  mucus  and  blood,  and  then  introduced  a  tube ;  still  there 
was  no  respiratory  movement.  I  then  commenced  artificial 
respiration,  by  inflating  the  boy's  lungs  from  my  own,  and 
producing  expiration  by  pressure  upon  the  chest,  then  allow- 
ing the  ingress  of  air  from  around  us.  In  this  manner  was 
artificial  respiration  maintained — ^the  inmssions  of  fre$h  air 
alternating  with  the  inflations  from  my  lungs,  and  the  expira- 
tions assisted  by  pressure  upon  the  chest — occasionaUy,  as  at 
first,  the  air  passages  being  cleaned  from  the  mucus  and  blood 
that  accumulated.  After  five  minutes,  the  respiration  ap- 
peared voluntary,  but  soon  flagged,  and  it  became  necessary 
to  continue  the  assistance,  at  short  intervals,  for  a  half  hour, 
before  consciousness  returned,  and  we  felt  safe  in  trusting  the 
natural  eflTorts.  All  this  time.  Dr.  Johnston  was  most  assidu- 
ous in  the  application  of  various  stimulants  to  the  skin  of  dif- 
ferents  parts  of  the  body.  ' 

Supposing  that  the  obstruction  was  in  the  larynx,  we  passed 
a  probe  through  the  wound  and  fauces,  and  out  at  the  mouth, 
carrying  with  it  a  couple  of  threads.  To  each  was  attached 
a  small  bit  of  sponge,  and  as  the  first  was  drawn  up  through 
the  glottis,  the  patient  was  cautioned  not  to  ^<  swallow,"  but 
an  involuntary  act  of  deglutition  carried  down,  as  we  supposed, 
whatever  cause  of  olwtruction  had  existed,  as  the  second 
sponge  was  drawn  through  much  more  easily,  though  larger 
than  the  first.  The  tube  was  replaced,  ana  at  2  P.  M.  tne 
patient  was  carried  to  lodgings  in  town. 
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Twenty -eight  hours  after  the  operation,  the  [>atient  com« 

{>Iained  of  pain  on  the  right  side  of  the  neck,  particularly  on  a 
evel  with  the  thyroid  cartilage,  where  there  was  considerable 
tumefaction.     Five  leeches  gave  relief. 

So  abundant  was  the  secretion  of  mucus  for  two  days,^hat 
it  was  necessary  to  remove  the  tube  every  six  or  eight  hours, 
to  clean  it,  and  to  exercise  the  patient  in  coughing  to  clear  the 
bronchial  tubes.  On  one  occasion  of  this  ^*  exercise,''  at  1 1 
A.  M.  of  the  11th,  a  chip  of  bone  was  coughed  out  of  the 
opening  in  the  trachea.  Its  center  was  the  sixteenth  of  an 
inch  in  thickness,  and  its  edges  sharp.  The  longest  diameter 
was  thirteen-sixteenths  of  an  inch,  and  the  greatest  width  half 
an  inch.  The  secretion  greatly  diminished,  and  on  the 
fourth  day  the  tube  was  removed,  and  the  wound  gradually 
closed  up,  with  the  aid  of  adhesive  strips  after  the  tenth  day« 
The  patient  could  speak  audibly  on  the  16th  day ;  and  the 
wound  was  entirely  healed  five  weeks  after  the  operation. 
Cincinnati,  Oct.  1853. 


Report  of  a  Case  of  Dysentery.    By  A.  T.  Kbtt,  M.  D.,  of 


Of  uysentery.    ny  a. 
Walnut  Ilills,  Ohio. 


Mr.  Leopold,  aged  about  28  years,  student  at  Lane^s  The- 
ological Seminary — hitherto  healthy,  and  apparently  of  good 
constitution — was  taken,  July  6th,  1863,  with  the  usual  symp- 
toms of  dysentery.  When  I  was  called,  12  hours  after  the 
attack,  found  patient  up  and  walking  about.  He  was  with 
some  difficulty  prevailed  upon  to  go  to  bed,  and  keep  quiet. 
There  was  nothing  in  the  symptomatology  to  indicate  a  par- 
ticularly severe  form  of  the  disease.  As  the  case  progressed, 
there  was  a  gradual  aggravation  of  the  symptoms ;  tne  tormina 
and  tenesmus  became  more  intense ;  the  stools  more  frequent, 
which  latter  were  of  the  usual  dysenteric  character.  At  times 
there  was  some  fever,  though  tne  skin  for  the  most  part  was 
moist,  and  of  natural  temperature.  The  pulse  throughout  was 
small,  and  generally  weak.  Tenderness,  though  not  of  a 
marked  character,  over  the  iliac  regions.  Tnirst  great ; 
tongue  inclined  to  dryness.  Mind  clear,  though  the  intellec- 
tual  faculties  evidently  excited. 

The  above  summary  will  indicate  the  case  up  to  the  fifUi 
day,  when  the  vital  powers  began  to  fail.  Death  occurred  on 
the  6th  day  of  the  disease. 

The  treatment  consisted  mainly  in  a  few  does  of  calomel 
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combined  with  opiates  in  the  beginning,  followed  up  with 
opiates  by  the  month  and  anodyne  enemata. 

Post  mortem^  8  hours  after  death,  revealed  extensive  disease 
of  the  bowels.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  rectum,  colon, 
ccecum,  and  considerable  portion  of  the  ilium,deeply  inflamed, 
with  extensive  ulceration  throughout  the  mucous  coat  of  large 
intestine.  The  ulcers  were  deep,  though  they  had  not  at- 
tained much  circumference.  A  tenacious  fibrinous  substance, 
in  the  form  of  false  membrane,  was  deposited  on  the  mucous 
coat  of  the  rectum  and  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon. 

Remarks. — In  the  above  case,  the  progress  towards  disor- 
ganization and  a  fatal  termination  was  most  rapid,  and  there 
mav  be  said  to  have  been  no  relation  between  the  symptoms 
ana  pathological  changes  which  were  so  gravely  taking  place. 
Not  unfrequently  cases  of  this  disease  present  themselves  in 
which  the  symptoms  are  marked  ana  severe,  and  which 
would  seem  to  point  definitely  to  a  profound  lesion  of  the 
bowels ;  but  the  facilil^  with  which  health  is  restored  by  a 
coarse  of  treatment  similar  to  that  pursued  in  the  above  case, 
teaches  us  that  the  lesion  must  have  been  slight  and  transient. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  meet  with  cases  of  which  the  above  is 
a  type,  in  which  the  symptoms  are  comparatively  mild  and 
by  no  means  diagnostic  of  the  extent  and  gravity  of  the  di- 
sease. It  is  of  great  importance  to  designate  these  grades  of 
this  disease,  but  1  know  no  means  of  effecting  this,  except  by 
time  and  the  effects  of  remedies ;  and  the  knowledge  so  oo- 
tained  comes  usually  too  late  to  be  of  adequate  service  in  the 
graver  forms. 

The  books  place  depletion  foremost  in  the  list  of  remedies 
for  dysentery,  yet  every  practicing  physician  knows  that 
nineteen-twentieths  of  the  cases  passing  under  the  name  of 
dysentery,  are  treated  without  this  measure,  and  the  per  cent, 
of  success  from  the  milder  course  is  very  large.  It  is  ex- 
tremely doubtful  whether  any  course  of  treatment  would  have 
saved  the  unfortunate  subject  of  the  above  report ;  jret  the  post 
mortem  appearances  would  indicate  the  antiplogistic  as  the 
only  rational  method.  If  I  could  foresee  suca  a  case,  my  re- 
liance would  surely  be  upon  early  depletion,  general  and  local, 
with  counter  irritation  to  the  abdomen.  But  I  suspect  such 
cases  will  almost  invariably  resist  the  best  resources  of  our 
art,  while  cases  of  a  milder  tjrpe  tend  naturally  to  a  favorable 
termination,  and  a  cure  is  easily  effected. 
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Quinine  in  Rheumatism.    By  J.  T.  Elswobtb,  M.  D.,  of 

PrincetOD,  Butler  co.,  Ohio. 

My  attention  was  called  to  the  use  of  quinine  in  acute  rhea- 
matism,  by  an  article  in  the  Lancet  some  months  ago.  I 
have  used  it  lately  in  two  cases,  with  entire  success.  My 
last  patient,  a  little  girl  6  years  of  age,  was  taken  some  three 
weeKS  since,  with  very  severe  articular  pains  in  the  knees, 
ankles  and  phalanges,  attended  with  fever,  swelling, tenderness, 
and  a  <<  liver  tongue.''  I  saw  her  first  in  the  evening,  and  left 
her  a  purge  of 

Hyd.  Prot.  Ohio.  -        -        -        -        gr.  v. 

Pulv.  Rhei,       -        -        -        -        -        -    gr.  x. 

Also  the  following : 

Quinine  Sulph.     -----        6j 
Pulv.  Doven gr.  xv. 

Divided  in  eight  powders,  to  be  given  as  follows :  One  every 
three  hours  after  the  operation  or  the  cathartic.  On  the  fol- 
lowing evening  I  found  her  some  better,  and  the  next  morn* 
ing  she  was  walking  about  the  room,  complaining  only  of  a 
little  soreness  of  the  joint,  which  in  the  course  of  48  hours  had 
entirely  subsided,  and  she  has  not  experienced  any  pain  or 
soreness  since. 

I  send  you  these  remarks,  which,  if  you  think  them  worthy 
a  place  in  your  journal,  insert  them. 


On  Dr.  Wehn's  Method  of  Turning.    By  J.  S.  Unzickbr, 

M.  D.,  of  Cincinnati. 

Some  years  ago  Ig&ve  a  translation  of  Dr.  Wehn's  method 
of  turning,  in  the  Western  Lancet.  It  differs  from  the  old 
way  of  turning. 

1st,  B^  placing  the  patient  on  her  knees  and  elbows,  until 
one  foot  is  brought  down. 

2nd,  By  tieing  the  umbilical  cord  before  it  is  compressed 
by  the  head,  and  deliver  afterwards. 

This  way  of  turning  is  undoubtedly  more  safe  to  the  child, 
less  painful  to  the  mother,  and  easier  to  the  operator  than  Uie 
old  plan.  Of  this  I  am  now  so  well  satisfiea,  that  I  should 
consider  myself  guilty  of  malpractice,  were  I  to  turn  again 
according  to  plan  as  laid  down  oy  the  books. 

I  have  turned  thirteen  cases  within  the  last  three  years,  a 
few  of  which  I  will  here  recite : 
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Case  1. — Mre.  A.,  a^36. — At  my  arrival,  the  midwife 
informed  me  that  the  patient  had  been  in  labor  36  hours,  and 
that  about  24  hours  ago,  the  liquor  amnii  had  escaped,  and 
that  her  pains  had  been  very  severe  all  this  time,  but  that  the 
child  would  not  come  down.  After  a  careful  examination  I 
found  the  left  shoulder  presenting,  and  prepared  for  turning 
by  placing  the  woman  on  her  knees,  and  elbows,  when  the 

{^ains  immediately  abated.  I  had  no  difficulty  in  finding  the 
eet,  but  found  it  very  difficult  to  turn,  on  account  of  the  tonic 
contraction  of  the  uterus  around  the  child.  By  careful  mani- 
pulation,  I  at  last  succeeded  in  bringing  down  one  foot.  I  then 
placed  the  patient  on  her  back,  when  the  pains  immediately 
returned,  bringing  down  the  breech.  Then  reaching  up  with 
my  left  index  finder  and  gently  bringing  down  the  umoilical 
cord,  which  was  immediately  tied,  and  the  head  was  bom  10 
minutes  after.  The  child  is  now  living,  a  fine  boy  two  years 
old. 

Cass  2. — Mrs.  D.,  age  23. — jPound  right  arm  and  cord 
presentins.  Liquor  amnii  had  escaped  a  few  minutes  before 
my  arrival.  Finding  the  cord  yet  pulsating,  I  prepared  to  turn, 
but  fearing  that  the  cord  might  get  braced,  I  figated  it  imme- 
diately, then  bringing  down  one  foot  and  delivered  the  child 
alive. 

Cask  3. — Mrs.  R.,  a^  33,  with  narrow  pelvis. — This  per- 
son I  had  delivered  twice  before  unsuccessfully.  The  first 
child  was  born  dead,  after  a  severe  and  tedious  labor  of  36 
hours.  The  secoqd  child  I  delivered  with  the  forceps,  but 
also  dead.     When  I  was  called  the  third  time  to  deliver  this 

Serson,  I  determined  to  try  tuininjg;,  before  the  patient  was 
ebilitated  by  the  severe  pains  which  she  had  always  to  suflfer 
before.  As  soon,  therefore  as  the  os  uteri  was  sumciently  di- 
lated, I  turned  without  difficulty,  tied  the  cord  as  soon  as  I 
could  reach  it,  and  delivered  the  head  with  the  forceps.  The 
child  is  living  and  doing  well. 

Case  4. — Mrs.  6.,  age  26,  of  delicate  constitution. — Had 
been  in  labor  18  hours.  Pains  very  feeble.  Breech  presen- 
tation. Her  midwife  had  given  two  doses  of  secal®  comutum, 
which  had  no  other  eflTect  than  producing  nausea.  I  then 
prescribed 

'  Ve*    Pulv.  Bad  Colchid,    -     -        •    gr.  x. 
Elaeosacchar.  Cinnamon,      -        gr.  xv. 
M.  in  3  part,  divide. 

One  of  these  powders  was  given  every  16  minutes,  when  the 
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pains  increased,  and  a  living  child  was  born,  the  umbilical 
cord  baviiag  been  tied  like  in  the  previous  cases. 

These  fttcts  but  too  clearly  prove,  ^the  old  theory  notwilh* 
standing),  that  the  umbilical  cord  can  be  successfully  tied,  be- 
fore respiration  is  established.  Dr.  Wehn's  theory  regaid- 
ing  it,  1  have  not  been  able  to  obtain ;  but  think  myself,  thai 
the  success  of  his  method  may  be  explained  in  this  way : 
As  the  head  enters  the  pelvis,  the  cord  is  but  partially  com- 
pressed, and  the  circulation  of  venous  blood  in  the  umbilical 
arteries  becomes  checked,  while  the  arterial  blood  through  the 
umbilical  vein,  continues  to  be  forced  towards  the  child,  the 
brain  thereby  becoming  congested  and  the  child  dies  of  apo- 
plexy. But  if  the  circulation  is  entirely  cut  off  by  ligating  the 
cord  before  the  head  presses  upon  it,  the  equilibrium  (h  the 
brain  will  be  retained,  and  no  such  consequences  follow. 


Case  of  Lithotomy.  By  M.  Z.  Krbidbr,  M .  D.,  of  Lan 
caster,  Ohio,  assisted  by  Wif.  B.  Hawkbs,  M.  D.  and 
Wm.  Williams,  M.  D.,  of  Tarlton,  Ohio,  and  reported 
by  Williams,  who  attended  the  case. 

The  patient  was  exceedingly  thin,  weighing  about  fifty-five 
pounds,  he  never  weighed  over  seventy.  His  adolesece  has 
oeen,  no  doubt,  retarded  by  the  ^wing  calculis  vesical,  and 
irritation  which  has  been  increasing  from  year  to  year.  He 
is  nineteen  years  and  nine  months  old,  stature  five  feet  two 
inches  and  a  half.  His  temperament  nervous  and  bilHous, 
the  latter  predominating.     He  is  of  the  phosphatic  diathesis. 

He  has  oeen  suffering  for  fifteen  years  with  this  difficulty, 
but  more  especially  for  the  last  eight  or  ten.     For  six  months 

East  so  exruciating  has  been  the  pain,  day  and  night,  that  he 
as  had  no  rest,  and  many  a  sleepless  night  has  he  caused  the 
family,  from  his  cries  and  groans;  it  is  said  they  could  be 
heard  several  rods. 

A  few  months  previous  to  the  operation  and  up  to  the  time 
of  it,  there  was  more  or  less  purulent  albuminous  urine,  lan. 

{;uor,  loss  of  flesh  and  stren|;th;  great  pain  and  tenderness  in  the 
oins,  and  painful  micturition.  Owin^  to  these  violent  symp- 
toms there  were  discrepencies  of  opinion  and  doubt  in  regard 
to  the  operation,  whether  it  would  oetter  his  condition  or  not, 
but  as  the  hand  of  philanthropy  is  always  ready  to  ameliorate 
the  suffering  condition  of  the  numan  family  so  it  was  extended 
in  this  case;  although  from  the  extreme  aepression,  emacia* 


Erbidbb  on  LUieiomy*  667 

tion  and  general  symptoms,  we  had  reason  to  aprehend  the  ex- 
istence of  organic  disease  of  the  kidney;  or  ulceration  of  the 
prostate  or  bladder. 

The  operation  was  commenced  half  past  ten  A.  M.,  and 
completed  in  fifty-five  minutes.  The  great  difficulty  that  took 
up  the  time,  was  the  enormous  size  of  the  calculus.  It  ap- 
peared to  fill  up  the  entire  bladder,  pressing  against  the  pubes 
and  prostate.  It  was  found  utterly  impossiole  to  introduce  the 
sta£^  into  the  bladder.  The  operator  therefore,  cut  down  on 
the  contact  of  the  staff  and  stone,  the  staff  being  withdrawn, 
the  stone  was  so  large  as  not  to  be  grasped  by  any  one  of  the 
curved  forceps,  so  by  elevating  it  with  a  scoop^  and  using  a 
strong  strait  torcep,  the  stone  with  great  difficulty  was  crushed, 
and  with  the  scoop  all  the  pieces  were  extracted.  When  the 
fragments  were  dned  they  weighed  five  ounces. 

The  patient  was  thoroughly  under  the  influence  of  chloro- 
form during  the  time  of  the  operation,  so  that  be  knew 
nothing  until  he  was  laid  on  the  bed. 

Symptoms  and  treatment : 

April  4, 1868,  I  o'clock,  P.  M.,  pulse  86;  complaining  of 
feeling  very  feeble,  gave  sulph.  morph,  gr.  ss.  Five  o'clock 
pulse  100.  Nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  rested  well  all  night.  This 
morning  the  skin  is  hot  and  dry,  abdomen  somewhat  swoolen 
and  very  tender,  especially  over  the  hvpogastric  and  ilsiac  re- 
gions; pulse  128;  tongue  covered  with  white  fur;  treatment 
antipblogostic. 

9^.    Tart  Antimo.        -        -  -    gr.  ss. 
Nit.  Potass.        '        '        '        P'  XXX. 
Sim.  Syr.        -        -        -  3.  ss. 

Aqua  Distill.     -         -        .        S.  j.     M. 

One  teaspoonfnl  was  given  eveiy  hour,  and  fomentations 
to  the  abdomen. 

6th,  9  o'clock,  A.  M.  tongue  covered  slig^htly  with  brown- 
ish fur,  with  the  exception  of  the  edges,  which  are  of  a  pale 
red;  skin  hot  and  dry;  pulse  116;  tenderness  over  the  aodo- 
men  not  quite  so  much  nor  swelling;  rested  tolerable  through 
the  night  from  the  effects  of  an  anodyne  pill;  sulp.  morph.  gr. 
j.  mucil.  Acacia  a.  s.  missce  et  fiat  in  pilulas  tres.,  one  was 
taken  at  8  o'clock,  P.  M.,  two  small  evacuations  was  pro- 
cured by  a  laxative, 

7th,  10  o'clock;  tongue  still  brown  in  the  center  and  a  lit- 
tle dry ;  edges  pale  rra  ;  pulse  126 ;  very  little  tenderness 
over  the  hypogastric  region,  complains  of  weakness.    Tteat- 
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ment  continued  in  part;  prescribed  Sss  of  sulph.  magnes.  dis- 
solved in  3  jss.  of  infusion  of  gentian,  to  be  given  in  aperient 
doses  until  the  bowels  are  moved. 

8th,  9  o'clock  A.  M .,  two  small  alvine  evacuations  from  the 
epsom  salts  this  morning.  The  symptoms  pret^  much  as 
yesterday.  The  treatment  continues  to  be  antiphlogistic, 
anodyne  and  demulcent  remedies;  the  regimen  has  been  rice 
water;  withdrew  the  canula  this  morning;  quite  a  severe  pain 
in  the  head  and  has  had  all  night. 

9th,  9  o'clock  A.  M.,  tongue  and  skin  diy;  pulse  96;  urine 
dischar^ng  freely  from  the  wound;  no  headache,  but  tender- 
ness in  iliac  region. 

10th,  9  o'clock  A.  M.,  tongue  dry  and  brown  in  the  centre; 
pulse  108;  very  restless  through  the  night;  gave  hyd.  chlo. 
mit.  gr.  vj.  ipecac,  gr.  ss.  jss.  opii.  gr.  jss.  misce  et  fiat  in 
chart,  tres.,  one  to  be  taken  every  six  hours. 

11th,  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  pulse  88,  tongue  moist,  skin  more 
natural;  two  small  evacuations  from  the  etkcts  of  the  calomel; 
rested  tolerable  through  the  night;  tenderness  all  left  the  ab- 
domen; cease  to  apply  the  formentations.  Prescribed  hyd. 
chlo.  mit.  gr.  ij.  pulv.  opii.  gr.  m.  f.  in  chart,  quatuor;  one  to 
be  given  every  six  hours. 

13th,  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  continuing  the  prescription  with  a 
view  to  its  alterative  effects.. 

14th,  8  o'clock,  pulse  90;  had  a  very  restless  night;  a  se- 
vere pain  in  the  left  iliac  and  hip;  great  quantities  of  slimy, 
albuminous  matter  discharged  from  the  wound,  last  night  and 
this  morning;  one  dark  evacuation;  introduced  a  gum  elastic 
catheter  into  the  penis,  and  withdrew  it,  covered  with  matter. 
Prescribed  fomentations  to  the  iliac  and  hip,  and  an  ana- 
dine. 

16th,  1  o'clock  P.  M.,  pulse  100;  no  pain;  tongue  and  skin 
moist;  bowels  moved  once;  matter  still  discharging;  urine 
and  pus  discharged  from  the  catheter  upon  introducing  it. 

17th,  10  o'clock,  pulse  108;  symptoms  the  same  as  yester- 
day; closed  the  wound  with  adhesive  strips. 

18th,  7  o'clock,  pulse  90;  symptoms  the  same;  urine  and 
pus  discharged  from  the  penis  all  day;  in  the  night  the  strips 
came  off  and  the  discharge  came  frx)m  the  wound;  re-applied 
the  strips.    Prescribed  wine  of  bark. 

19th,  1  o'clock  P.  M.,  tongue  clean  and  moist:  skin  natu- 
ral; pulse  90;  feels  quite  well;  no  pain;  strips  came  off;  ^ 
and  urine  passes  from  the  wound;  secured  more  firmly;  wine 
of  bark  continued. 
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20th,  7  o'clock  A.  M.,  symptoms  the  same;  fetid  pus  elimi- 
nated  in  great  quantities  from  the  penis. 

21st,  10  o'clock  P.  M.,  pulse  80;  urine  and  matter  dis- 
charged from  the  penis. 

22d,  1  o'clock  A.  M.,  pulse  and  symptoms  the  same. 

6  o'clock  P.  M.,  called  m  great  haste,  and  found  the  patient 
in  distress,  he  had,  two  hours  previous  to  sending,  discharged 
one  quart  or  more  of  arterial  olood;  pulse  50,  and  languor, 
and  severe  pain  in  loins. 

23d,  9  o'clock,  pulse  146;  mouth  and  tongue  dry;  severe 
pain  and  swelling  over  the  entire  abdomen;  some  inclination 
to  vomit. 

6  o'clock  P.  M.,  all  remedies  have  failed,  and  every  symp- 
tom  prognosticates  death.    He  died  on  the  24th,  at  9  o'clock 

PHII4ADELPHIA,  Oct.  29, 1863. 

My  Dear  Doctor: — I  have  several  times  taken  up  my  pen 
to  write  you,  but  dared  not,  as  Horace  says,  *^  invita  Mi- 
nerva," and  especially  dared  not,  while  the  medical  faculty 
of  your  city  were  so  uprorious  and  pugnacious;  for  I  assure 
you  I  do  not  feel  like  the  Irishman,  who,  being  ordered  out  of 
a  fight  to  which  he  did  not  belong,  excused  himself  by  sayins 
that  he  thought  it  was  a  " /ree  fight.^^  You  have  very  brisK 
times  in  your  diggins.  Hope  you  will  have  a  good  time  of 
it. 

But  to  begin  at  home.  We  in  this  part  of  the  world  are 
qiiite  active  also.  In  the  professional  way,  we  have  had, 
smce  my  last  epistle  to  you,  in  the  old  school  an  appointment 
to  fill  the  deceased  Dr.  W.  E.  Horner's  chair ;  in  the  next  in 
age  (Jefferson)  no  change ;  in  the  third,  (the  Penn^lvania) 
an  appointment  of  one  of  our  ex-professors  to  the  Chair  of 
Materia  Medica,  the  former  incumoent  of  which  is  now  called 
emeritus,  and  soon  about  to  be  called  to  a  chair  in  another 
world.  The  next  school  (the  Philadelphia)  has  had  tetanus, 
and  escaped  instant  death,  to  linger  a  short  time  longer — I 
fear  in  a  miserable  condition  of  debility  and  inanition.  The 
several  abortive  attempts  to  organize  new  schools,  I  need  not 
occupy  your  time  with ;  they  have  generally  failed,  and,  like 
thousands  of  other  speculations,  lose  the  name  of  action. 


670  CarrespofuUnee* 

The  summer  has  been  in  general  healthy,  with  the  excep* 
tion  of  a  few  cases  of  Mandarin  fever,  which  has  sent  per- 
haps seventy  or  eighty  persons  to  their  long  homes,  in  spite  of 
the  doctors  or  their  medicine. 

I  see  by  your  pages  that  you  have  had  a  visit  from  the  world- 
renownea  MarsnaU  Hall,  who,  they  say,  is  now  on  his  way 
South,  to  see,  face  to  face,  our  old  friend  Dr.  Dowler,  and  he 
introduced  to  some  of  the  venerable  crocodiles  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. 

I  cannot  tellyou  as  yet  about  the  whole  number  of  students 
in  our  city,  lliis  cannot  be  known  until  the  catalogues  are 
made  out  near  the  end  of  the  sessions.  They  appear  nume^ 
rous  in  the  streets,  but  very  orderly  and  attentive  at  church  on 
Sunday  evening,  when  sermons  are  preached  to  them  by 
preachers  appomted  to  the  work.  ^ 

We  have  at  present,  I  believe,  no  grand  fights  or  difficulties 
in  the  medical  faculty.  Of  course  each  school  is  secretly  tr^-* 
ing  to  drag  students  from  every  other,  and  avers  that  ^^  there  is 
cheating  and  lying  in  all  schools  but  ours.'*  But  the  combat 
is  sub  rosa,  and  never  occupies  the  newspapers  or  medical 
journals. 

Speaking  of  medical  journals,  my  dear  Lawson :  did  you 
ever  witness  such  a  prolific  birth  of  these  things  as  has  takeii 
place  during  the  last  year? — ^and  generally  sustained,  the  new 
ones  and  many  of  the  old,  by  the  editors  themselves — that  is^ 
they  are  published  by  them.  I  often  look  at  the  rich  and 
sleek  bookseller  in  our  city,  and  then  turn  to  the  lean  literary 
doctors,  whose  names  are  as  familiar  to  you  as  household 
words,  and  wonder  when  a  generation  of  common-sense  men 
will  rise  up  and  publish  their  own  works,  and  thus  keep  the 
immense  wealth  which  now  pours  into  the  lap  of  their  pub- 
lishers directly  from  the  pockets  of  medical  men  into  tneir 
own,  and  preserve  in  this  way  both  their  dignity  and  their 
livelihoods.  I  do  not  know  how  it  is,  but  1  never  see  a 
wealthy  bookseller  without  thinking  of  Count  U^lino,  in 
"  Dante's  Inferno,"  who  you  know  lived  on  the  brains  of  the 
devoted  bishop,  who  had  starved  him  and  his  sons  in  the  pri- 
son at  Pisa.  It  seems  as  if  there  must  be  hawks  and  buzjsank 
to  live  on  the  unwaiy  and  inoffensive.  But  seriously,  I  should 
be  very  glad  to  see  jou  advocate  in  your  widely-read  Western 
Lancet  the  formation  of  a  ^*  Medical  Publication  Society,^ 
the  members  of  which  should  be  medical  men  exclusively* 
Let  it  be  organized  in  such  a  manner  that  the  profits  of  mem- 
cal  works  should  all  accrue  to  the  authors,  instead  of  the  pal- 
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try  pittance  now  paid  to  them  by  the  cormorants  of  the  book 
trade.  Indeed,  in  many  cases,  nothing  is  paid  at  all ;  and  I 
know  of  several  good  works  now  in  manuscript,  by  good  and 
and  tried  writers,  which  cannot  be  published,  because  these 
eentiy  (the  booksellers)  are  not  certain  that  they  will  pay. 
One  ffreat  source  of  the  wealth  of  the  medical  bookseller  m 
the  Atlantic  States,  is  the  publication  of  foreign  standard 
works,  which  are  praised  ad  nauseam  by  hired  annotators,  or 
young  fledglings,  who  are  slad  in  this  way  (putting  their 
names  to  the  books)  to  send  their  names  aoroad,  forgetting 
that  notoriety  is  not  fame,  and  obsequiousness  not  originality. 
Our  own  authors  are  necessarily  depreciated  by  this  band  of 
money-making  rampires.  They  most  elevate  their  cheaply 
{[otten  foreign  books  above  works  on  the  same  subject  by  na* 
tive  authors.  Do,  dear  Lawson,  take  this  matter  up,  and 
^ve  some  of  our  middle-men — nabobs — a  lecture  and  a  lesson 
in  honesty  and  patriotism. 

Yours,  truly,  i.  c. 


m^t0^0*0*0^^^^t^^^0'^ 
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Hallucinationi  ;  oTj  the  Rational  History  of  Apparitionsj 
Visionsj  Dreams^  Ecstaey^  Magnetism  ana  Somnabulism. 


Le^< 

rite  Militaire  de  Polcmie,  Launat  de  I'Institut  et  de  PAca- 
demie  Nationale  de  Medicine,  Membre  de  Plusieurs  Soci- 
etes  Savantes,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  First  American,  from  the 
Second  Enlarged  and  Improved  Paris  Edition.  Philadel- 
phia: Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1868. 

This  work  is  the  result  of  much  thought,  labor,  and  research, 
presenliiig  Co  the  reader  a  history  of  hallndinatioiis  in  their 
various  and  carious  forms,  as  they  have  appeared  affecting  in* 
dividuals,  or  in  their  wider  range  of  influence  over  families^ 
communities,  nations  or  ages.  The  author,  we  think,  has 
been  exceedingly  judirioas  in  his  judgment  in  drawing  a  pro* 
per  line  of  distinction  between  the  hallnoinatioiis  of  disease^ 
or  that  state  of  exdteraent  of  the  immaglaation  so  frequently 

TOL.  siv«- 
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exhibited  in  the  acts  and  writings  of  enthusiasts  and  fanadci' 
and  those  sacred  revelations  and  heavenly  visions  that  form 
the  basis  of  our  faith  in  the  Christian  religion.  The  ground 
over  which  he  ha6  traveled  in  search  of  scientific  troths  is 
dangerous  in  the  extreme ;  for  Ihere  are  few  who  have  passed 
in  the  same  way  that  have  not  fietllen  into  the  gulf  of  atheism 
or  infidelity  on  the  one  hand,  or  into  the  loathsome  bogs  of  sa* 
perstition  on  the  other.  Bujt  M.  Brierre  de  Boismont  has 
performed  his  task  with  a  firmness  of  nerve  and  steadiness  of 
direction  towards  a  scientific  purpose,  that  will  free  him  from 
a  charge  of  falling  into  either  of  these  fSatal  errors.  His  style 
has  the  elegance  and  fluency  of  a  fascinating  romance,  and  his 
subjects,  and  the  relation  of  cases  are  captivating,  from  the 
gratification  they  afford  to  our  natural  love  of  the  wonderftil, 
while  they  are  so  arranged  and  classified  as  to  elucidate  some 
of  the  most  curious  traits  of  the  human  mind. 
For  sale  by  Jacob  Ernst. 


•*^«^^>WW*«>M^^>M^«^M« 
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6EBMANT. 

Three  Cases  of  Alhuminaria  AmanroHOf  communicaied  hjf 
Prof.  Srsil,  M.  D.,  Phfsieian  to  the  Island  HospUal  at 
Bernej  Smizerhnd.    TakM  from  the  German  Klinidt. 

Ambliofna,  rapidly  advmncingtowaids  complete  andouiosist 
observed  and  dwelt  epoo  by  Zaudowayipresents  ooeof  the  most 
interesting  symptoms  of  tbrtrenaldegiNieffacy,  which  is  aooom- 
panied  by  albumlnarious  urine.  I  call  it  albuminaria  amoo- 
rotiie,  because  the  affection  of  the  optic  apparaliis  W>ewB  to 
me  to  be  most  important,  though  insoseeplibility  ofm  eadHp 
tory  ntrve  may  be  present  at  the  same  time ;  for  the  lstler» 
bm^via,  may  be  entirely  i^bsent,  or  be  characterised,  if  co* 
existing,  by  a  greater  or  lesser  de|j|ree  of  securitr;  amauroris^ 
on  the  other  hadd,  runs  through  its  course  without  showing 
sny  abatement ;  difficoky  of  nearing,  moieover,  is  never  so 
eemnlelely  sstfeUif  Asd  as  the  amaoiosb.  3%o«gh  nst  aoc«w 
iiligmqiieetljr,etUI  r^oiowqsiseoastitBtdi  )ei^Bpnptsn»^  ^mft 
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ioiportance  in  albominariay — ^and,  Id  a  prognostical  point  of 
vieWy  its  signification  must  be  looked  upon  as  of  very  unfavo- 
rable import.  By  communicatiDg^  therefore,  three  cases  of 
amaurosis  combined  with  albuminaria,  observed  within  a 
period  of  five  months,  in  Professor  Vogt's  ward,  I  ihink  to 
undertake  something  useful  to  the  profession.  The  first  case 
came  to  my  knowledge  by  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Stettler,  the 
assistant  in  the  ward  of  medical  clinics.  The  history  of  the 
aecond  I  owe  to  Mr.  Berry,  a  medical  student ;  I  was,  how- 
ever, present  at  the  post  mortem  examination.  The  third  I 
had  occasion  to  observe  myself. 

Cask  I. — Elise  F.,  a  country  girl,  19  years  of  age,  was 
admitted  on  the  dfith  of  August,  1862.  The  £irl  belonged  to 
a  family,  in  which  tuberculosis  seemed  to  be  nereditary,  the 
father  and  a  sister  having  died  of  phthisis.  In  her  I6tn  year 
the  menses  came  on  for  the  first  time,  returning  afterwards 
frequently  and  with  copiouaness,  and  Ust  year  a  real  metor- 
hagia  had  taken  place.  Last  spring  she  was  for  some  time 
confined  to  her  oed  by  sickness,  probably  by  rheumatism« 
Since  theh  she  has  not  felt  well  at  any  time.  In  the  course 
of  the  summer  she  suffered  much  from  attacks  of  headache, 
which,  within  the  last  five  or  six  weeks,  were  returning  fre- 
quently, and  always  with  increased  severity.  About  ten  days 
ago,  the  sight  suddenly  began  to  fail  without  any  sign  of  in- 
flammation or  pain  in  the  eyes ;  mists  or  clouds  formed  be- 
fore the  eyes,  especially  before  the  right  one,  while  the  head- 
ache ooBtinned  unabated,  being,  however,  felt  more  severely 
in  the  left  temporal  region. 

The  system  of  the  patient  shows,  on  her  admittance  into 
the  ward,  a  hiffh  slate  of  ans^mia.  The  sight  of  the  right  e^e 
u  comi^etelT  Tost ;  in  the  left  there  is  yet  some  snsce^ibihty 
of  light,  xhe  pupils  are  greatly  dilated^  but  no  other  morbid 
symptom  is  to  be  observM.  Digestion  and  respiration  are 
normal ;  the  poke  small  and  frequent.  She  voids  urine  in 
ordinary  qnanlity,  bnt  it  is  albuminarious.  With  the  except 
lion  of  a  slight  csdematoas  swelling  of  both  hands  and  some 
Uoatedness  of  the  face,  no  other  mark  of  hydrv^  can  be 
ttotioed* 

The  patieni,  obviously  sofEniog  from  an  attack  of  Morbus 
Brighlii,  had  {nils  prescribed  looate  of  Iron.  After  takii^g 
this  remiedT  for  seiveral  dajps,  a  chill  set  in  on  the  evening  of 
the  81st  of  AMSt.  Vomitinfl  had  occnmd  but  onoe.  The 
next  montaf  the  swriling  of  tne  hands  and  face  inoieased  $ 
she  isH  a.  ionwiion  of  pgesine  in  the  eyes,  bad  taertmcnt^ 
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tions  from  the  bowels,  and  discharged  8  pints  of  urine  in  the 
course  of  24  hours.  The  next  24  hours  she  took  acetate  of 
potassae  with  one  scruple  of  iodate  potassn  and  laudanum,  from 
time  to  time  administered  on  account  of  the  diarrhoea.  Oa 
the  3d  the  catamenial  discharge  commenced  to  flow  copionslT, 
the  swelling  of  the  hands  and  face  continued  to  increase,  the 
patient  complaining  of  great  weakness  and  of  pain  in  the 
throat  and  ears.  On  the  first  of  September  the  discharge  of 
urine  was  reduced  to  2  pints.  In  the  course  of  the  succeeding 
days  vomiting  took  place,  occasionally  accompanied  by  heat 
of  the  head.  To  meet  this  indication  she  took  calomel  and 
a  blister  plaster  was  put  to  the  back  of  the  neck.  The  left 
eye  had  now  become  as  blind  as  the  right';  the  oedematoos 
swelling  continued,  gradually  extending  over  the  whole  siir> 
face  of  the  body.  Difficulty  of  breathing  set  in  on  the  6thy 
and  on  the  7th  real  orthopnae  made  the  condition  of  the  pa- 
tient  painful.  Occasional  aberrations  of  mind,  swoons  and 
clammy  perspiration,  called  for  the  exhibition  of  Liquor 
Amonii  ascitatus,  but  death  followed  the  next  day. 

Post  Mort. — Slight  injection  of  the  arachnoidea,  and  mo- 
derate effusion  in  the  subarachnoidal  space.  Some  fluid  in 
the  ventricles.  The  brain  itself  very  anaemic  and  softened, 
the  softening  more  especially  to  be  noticed  at  the  corpus  caU 
losum,  on  the  surface  of  che  ventricles,  and  at  the  optic  thala* 
mi.  The  optic  nerves  easily  yield  to  pressure  of  the  fingers. 
Both  thoracic  cavities  and  the  pericardium  contain  a  conside* 
rable  quantity  of  serous  fluid.  There  is  oedema  pulmanum  on 
both  sides,  especially  at  the  superior  lobes;  the  neart  normal. 
The  digestive  apparatus  presents  no  morbid  alteration,  ex- 
cepting the  spleen,  which  appeared  to  be  of  a  firmer  texture. 
As  regards  the  kidneys,  no  striking  change  of  their  structure 
has  taken  place ;  a  slight  deposit  is  observable,  but  no  marks 
of  hypertrophy  of  the  vascular  substance.  The  process  of 
degenerating  in  the  kidneys  a()peared  to  be  arrested,  the  right 
kidney,  however,  being  more  inflamed  than  the  left. 

Case  II. — Henry  S.,  a  shoemaker,  set.  27,  laboring  under 
an  attack  of  amaurosis,  applied  for  admittance  into  the  ho^* 
tal  on  the  22d  of  November,  1862.  Since,  however,  aman. 
ratio  patients  are  not  generally  received.  The  mplicatioii 
would  have  been  refused,  had  not  the  appearance  ot  the  p^. 
tient  (thouffh  there  were  no  symptoms  to  be  observed  6[  hj« 
drops)  awakened  in  the  mind  of  Professor  Vogt  the  susmcion 
that  the  amauratic  attack  might  be  merely  consecutive  to 
Bright's  disease.    In  early  life,  the  patient  was  coiiAsedi  for 
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14  weeks,  probably  by  rheumatism,  and  in  childhood  he  suf- 
fered from  tinea  capitis,  and  frequently  from  inflammation  of 
the  eyes.  He  also,  at  a  later  period,  had  swelling  of  the  sub- 
maxillary glands.  In  the  summer  of  1861,  he  had  two  at- 
tacks  of  pneumonia,  from  which  he  seemed  to  have  recovered 
without  sustaining  any  ^^erious  injury  to  the  lungs,  since  during 
the  last  winter  he  enjoyed  uninterrupted  good  health. 

His  present  sickness  the  patient  states  to  have  come  on  in 
June.  He  was  at  that  time  taken  with  cough  and  difficulty 
of  respiration,  and  although  the  coueh  soon  subsided,  still  he 
felt  his  strength  failing  steadily,  ana  easily  became  fatigued 
even  after  slight  exertion.  Within  the  last  three  weeks,  this 
loss  of  strength  ^as  accompanied  by  headache,  sleepiness^ 

Siin  in  the  back  of  the  neck  and  in  the  forearms;  by  impaired 
gestion,  with  aversion  to  food,  and  a  sensation  of  pressure 
in  the  region  of  the  stomach.  About  two  weeks  previous  to 
his  admission,  the  sight  began  to  fail,  which,  as  it  made  rapid 
progress,  soon  resulted  in  complete  amaurosis.  All  at  once 
he  got  to  be  unable  to  distinguisn  the  point  of  the  shoemaker's 
thread ;  he  felt  as  if  there  was  a  mist  oefore  his  eyes,  or  some 
foreign  body,  which  he  attempted  to  wipe  off.  On  goins 
out,  he  could  not  recognize  the  persons  he  met.  He  could 
'  not  read  small  print,  and  in  a  short  time  also  lost  the  ability 
to  distinguish  coarse  print ;  yet,  according  to  his  statement, 
he  has  never  observed  those  illusions  of  vision  which  so  fre* 
(|uently  accompany  amaurosis.  The  gastric  symptoms  con- 
tmued  unabated ;  vomiting  occurred  from  time  to  time,  or  at 
least  nausea  after  eating.  A  while  back,  the  patient  had  also 
noticed  that  he  had  to  discharge  urine  more  frequently  than 
before.  Bowels  generally  costive.  No  symptoms  of  hy- 
drops up  to  this  time. 

At  the  clinical  examination  on  the  24th  of  November^  the 
patient  was  found  to  be  an  enaemic  individual,  with  feeble 
muscular  power.  The  pupils  of  both  eyes  are  black,  rounds 
and  in  a  normal  position,  aud  the  contractions  of  the  iris  regu* 
lar;  the  conjuctiva  slightly  injected ;  the  eyes  somewhat  sen* 
•itive  to  the  Heht,  the  tears  running  freely,  but  no  pain  is  felt 
whatever,  l^e  sight  is  so  far  gone,  that  he  can  recognize 
larger  objects  only — a  hand  held  before  the  eyes,  the  heads  of 
the  students  in  their  outlines,  without  being  able  to  distinguish 
the  details.  At  present,  he  can  hear  well ;  but  at  times  there 
is  difficulty  of  hearine,  with  ringing  in  the  ears.  The  weak- 
ness and  heaviness  of  the  limbs  continue  as  before,  but  the 
headache  now  comes  on  in  the  forenoon,  and  is  confined  to 
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the  forehead.  Although  the  patient  sleeps  well,  his  sleep  ia 
disturbed  by  dreams.  On  awakenings  he  still  feels  sleepy, 
and  a  disposition  to  sleep  continues  throughout  the  day.  The 
mental  faculties  are  unimpaired,  with  the  tongue  coated  white ; 
the  appetite  is  but  feeble,  the  thirst  considerable ;  the  abdo- 
men soft,  somewhat  sunk  in ;  the  stools  regular.  Percussion 
and  auscultation  do  not  present  any  abonrmal  condition  in  the 
organs  of  respiration  and  circulation ;  the  pulse  beats  from  76 
to  80  times  in  a  minute,  but  still  the  patient  is  easily  chilled 
even  in  bed.  No  dropsical  symptoms  whatever  are  to  be  ob* 
served.  The  urine,  ais(*harged  in  normal  quantity,  is  of  a 
greenish-yellow  color,  very  foamy,  and  containing  a  oonside- 
cable  quantity  of  al bumen. 

After  having,  on  examination,  recognized  the  affection  ae 
Morbus  Brightii,  with  the  cerebral  symptoms  stated  above, 
four  leeches  were  applied  behind  the  ears,  cold  fomentationa 
to  the  head,  and  a  olister  to  the  back  of  neck.  The  patient 
took  at  the  same  time,  five  times  a  day,  I  gr.  of  calomel  and 
2  of  conehse  ustae.  The  mercury  was  continued  for  four 
days,  and  from  time  to  time  a  dose  of  3  gr.  of  resinae 
jalappae,  administered  with  one  of  these  powders.  On  the 
function  of  the  digestive  apparatus,  these  means  had  no  influ- 
ence ;  vomiting  occurred  several  times  the  first  three  days ;  but 
the  cerebral  symptoms  diminished  in  severity ;  the  headache 
sulisided ;  the  sleep  became  more  regular,  and  the  sight  im*' 
proved  so  much,  that  the  patienc  could  read  again  coarse  print. 
The  urine  retained  its  albuminous  character.  On  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  first  symptoms  of  the  action  of  mercury  on 
the  salivary  glands,  accompanied  bv  swelling  of  the  right 
cheek,  and  small  excoriations  on  the  tongue,  recourse  waa 
had  to  gargarisms  of  herb,  salvise  with  mel.  roeat.,  to  the  ap- 
plication of  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  gums,  and  of  sea  leachea 
to  the  right  inferior  maxilla,  the  bowels  being  kept  open  l^ 
lemonade  of  cream  tait.  On  the  2d  of  December,  the  mer- 
curial action  had  subsided.  In  the  meantime,  in  order  to  re* 
move  the  albuminaria,  6  3  of  iodate  of  potassa  had  been 
given  in  6  3  of  water  with  1  3  of  sub  carbonate  of  potassa^ 
and  3ss.  of  acetum  vine  crudum,  to  be  taken  in  24  houra. 
In  the  course  of  this  treatment,  on  the  4th  of  December,  fe- 
brile excitement  set  in  with  congestion  of  the  lungs,  mani- 
festing itself  by  oppression  of  the  chest,  shortness  of  breath- 
ing, and  an  accelerated  small  pulse,  without,  however,  being 
accompanied  by  cerebral  symptoms.  Two  days  later,  fre- 
quent evacuations  from  the  bowels,  with  tenesmus^  super- 
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vened,  with  continued  chills,  heaviness  of  the  head,  and  rest- 
less sleep.  Auscultation  now  showed  beginning  aedoma 
pulmonium.  This  state  of  things  called  for  the  exhibition  of 
ipecacuanha,  laudanum  and  liquor  amonii  acitatus  in  a  decoc 
tion  of  radix  altheac.  Warm  drinks  were  given,  and  external 
nieans  resorted  to,  to  keejp  up  the  temperature.  But  the  cere- 
bral symptoms  increased  rapidly,  followed  by  taciturn  dele- 
rium,  until,  on  the  7th  of  December,  death  took  pla<^. 

Post  Afor/.— Cerebral  linings,  as  well  as  the  brain  itself, 
anaemic ;  the  blood  in  the  sinus  very  fluid  ;  slieht  serous  eflu* 
sion  between  arachnoidea  and  pia  mater;  no  fluid  in  the  ven- 
tricles*  The  cerebral  substance  surrounding  the  right  ventri- 
cle appears  to  be  jBomewhat  softened.  This  softening  is,  h^^w- 
ever,  more  strikingly  observed  at  the  septum  pellucidum. 
The  thalmus  and  optic  nerves  present  nothing  abnormal ; 
serous  eSiision  in  the  pleara.  The  distended  lungs  show  at 
the  anterior  margin  the  first  degree  of  emphysema ;  their  con- 
dition generally  is  morbid,  by  frothy  aedema,  and  posteii- 
orly  by  cadaverous  dissolution;  the  right  lung  filled  more 
than  the  left;  the  pulmonary  tissue  has  the  normal  consist 
tence;  the  heart,  as  regards  the  size  and  condition  of  the 
valves,  normal ;  the  left  ventricle  filled  with  coa^lated  fi- 
brine.  In  the  abdominal  cavity,  there  is  slight  injection  of 
the  intestines ;  some  tumidity  of  the  mesenteric  glands;  the 
liver  in  an  anaemic  state,  and  containing  some  adipose  depo- 
sit, nor  does  the  spleen  present  the  normal  quantity  of  blood. 
Both  kidneys  are  strikingly  diminished  in  size.  After  re- 
moving the  adipose  cellular  tissue,  I  ascertained  the  weight 
of  the  left  kidney  to  be  614  grains,  that  of  the  right,  1180 
grains.  Both  together  weigh,  therefore,  1704  grains,  where- 
as in  the  adult,  (he  weight  of  one  usually  ranges  between 
aOOO  and  2600  grains.  The  left  kidney  measures  3^  inches 
in  length,!^  in  breadth,  and  %^  lines  in  thickness.  The 
thickened  fibrous  membrane  may  be  easily  pulled  off.  After 
its  removal,  the  surface  of  the  kidneys  presents  a  knotty  ap- 
pearance, caused  by  several  impressions.  The  hilus  has  sunk 
so  far  back,  that  the  distance  between  the  renal  papillae  and 
the  vascular  substance  belonging  to  it,  ranges  between  nine 
and  five  lines.  On  cutting  through,  the  surface  of  the  cut 
presents  a  few  planes  of  streaked  tubulous  substance,  extending 
almost  to  the  surface  of  the  kidney ;  the  balance  of  the  cut  is 
mostly  marked  by  a  firm  granulary  mass.  The  right  kidney 
is  4^  inches  long,|  superiorly  1|  inches,,  and  inferiorly  1  Inch 
broad.    Its  greatest  thickness  measures  one  inch.    Here  the 
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fibrous  membrane  adheres  more  firmly  to  the  renal  anb- 
stance,  and  a  knotty  appearance  is  also  observable  on  the  siir* 
face.  In  the  supenor  oroader  portion,  the  pyramids  are  plainlj 
to  be  seen,  and  on  some  places,  the  vascular  substance  shows 
the  normal  thickness ;  on  the  inferior  portion  it  has  almost 
disappeared.  To  the  naked  eye,  the  vascular  substance  at 
the  superior  portion  appears  to  be  transformed  entirely  into 
adipose  matter.  Under  the  microscope,  the  left  kidney  pre- 
sents with  the  cereriferous  tubulse  considerable  adipose  depo- 
sit, but  no  cylinders  of  fibrine.  The  malpighian  corpuscular 
can  be  easily  distinguished;  the  uriniferous  tubul»  contain  no 
efiusion.  On  the  inferior  portion,  the  right  kidney  shows  the 
same  condition  as  the  left ;  in  the  adipose  portion  visible  to 
the  naked  eye,  the  uriniferous  tubute  are  partially  obliterated, 
the  space  being  filled  up  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  adi- 
pose deposit. 

Case  III. — Elizabeth  K.,  a  married  woman,  set.  29, 
was  admitted  into  the  hospital  on  the  11th  of  January,  and 
examined  in  the  clinic  on  the  14th.  Four  weeks  previous 
to  her  admittance,  she  had  given  birth  to  her  fifth  child.  Be* 
fore  her  last  pregnancy,  she  enjoyed  always  good  health ;  but 
sometime  during  the  process  of  that  state,  she  lost  her  appe- 
tite, was  freauently  troubled  with  beating  at  the  heart  and 
headache,  followed  gradually  by  general  debility.  About 
eight  days  before  her  confinement,  she  was  suddenly  attacked 
by  amaurosis,  the  headache  continuing  without  abatement. 
Her  delivery  was  almost  immediately  succeeded  by  violent 
abdominal  pains,  and  soon  after  by  delirium,  which  lasted 
from  16  to  20  hours.  The  secretion  of  the  milk  set  in,  bat 
she  remained  under  medical  treatment  for  some  time  after, 
and  seems  to  have  taken  mercury,  for  on  her  admittance,  the 
existing  ptyalism  presented  itself  as  the  most  ureent  symp- 
tom. On  examination,  the  urine  was  found  to  oe  strongly 
albuminarious.  The  albuminaria,  however*  with  the  amaa* 
ris  suddenly  setting  in,  and  still  continuing,  the  delirium  fol- 
lowing the  delivery,  which  obviously  were  substitutes  for  ec- 
clampsia,  parturientiam,  pointed  clearly  to  degeneration  of 
the  kidneys  in  this  case. 

At  the  examination  on  the  14th,  the  patient  was  found  to 
be  highly  ansemic  and  debilitated,  with  the  exception  of  a 
slight  cedematous  swelling  of  the  eyelids,  and  of  tne  skin  on 
the  forehead,  no  symptoms  of  dropsy  could  be  detected. 
Both  eyes  are  amaurotic  in  an  equal  degree;  she  also  com* 
plains  of  a  ringing  in  the  ears.    The  mercurial  affection  of 
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the  gams  still  cause  her  considerable  trouble.  Pulse  frequent 
and  small,  (136)  with  accelerated  respiration.  On  percus- 
sion, the  region  of  the  heart  is  found  enlarged,  the  first  sound 
of  the  heart  distinct,  the  second  not  clear.  On  both  sides  of 
the  thorax  sonorous  percussion,  ^bss  so,  however,  on  the  right ; 
cellular  respiration  feeble.  The  abdomen  soft  to  the  touch, 
but  containing  a  small  quantity  of  fluid ;  the  liver  scarcely 
projecting  above  the  hypochondrium ;  urine  albuminarious. 

Besides  the  renal  affection  the  examination  showed,  there- 
fore, hyi>ertrophy  of  the  heart,  perhaps  with  moderate  hy- 
drops pericardii,  and  besides  the  first  degree  of  cedemic  pulmo- 
nium,  with  beginning  emphysema.  To  meet  the  indication 
in  the  case,  which  appeared  to  be  vital,  it  was  necessary  to 
act  on  the  organs  of  respiration,  hence  a  blister  plaster  was 
prescribed  to  the  back  of  the  neck,  and  internally,  digitalis 
with  acetate  of  potassa. 

On  the  following  day,  the  patient,  greatly  enfeebled  by  the 
examination  made  the  day  before,  suffered  a  great  deal  from 
oKhopnoe,  with  short,  interrupted  inspirations.  The  hands 
cold ;  the  pulse  scarcely  perceptible,  but  consciousness  as  yet 
undisturbea,  and  when  desiring  a  drink,  she  seized  hold  of  the 
vessel  herself;  she  complained,  however,  of  the  pain  caused 
by  percussion.  Both  cardiac  sounds  are  still  to  be  heard,  but 
the  cellular  respiration  more  feeble  than  yesterday.  The 
blister  plaster  had  not  drawn.  Didtalis  discontinued,  and 
fulphunc  ether  given.     Death  took  place  in  the  afternoon. 

Post  ilf  or^— In  the  brain,  with  the  exception  of  considera- 
ble anemae,  nothing  abnormal ;  softened  parts  can  nowhere  be 
detected.  The  left  lung  contains  tubercles  in  its  apex,  a  por- 
tion of  which  has  assumed  a  chalky  appearance ;  adhesions  on 
the  surface  of  the  right  lung.  The  in&rior  lobe  of  both  lungs 
presents  a  firm  oedematous  parenchyma,  containing  a  small 
quantity  of  air ;  the  superior  lobes  but  slightly  ceoematous, 
but  the  anterior  margin  emphysematous.  On  cutting  through 
the  lungs,  the  middle  bronchial  branches  appear  to  be  filled 
throughout  with  mucus.  But  a  small  quantity  of  fluid  in 
pericardii.  At  the  enlara^d  heart,  an  excentric  hypertrophy 
of  the  left  ventricle.  Tne  right  heart,  especially  its  auncle 
filled  with  coagulum.  All  the  valves  normal.  *<  Here,'^ 
says  Prof.  Voot,  "  we  observe,  without  doubt,  hypertrophy  in 
connection  witn  tubercle;  but  the  tubercles  having  most  likely 
developed  themselves  at  an  earlier  period,  passed  through  the 
process  of  calcination,  whereas  hjrpertropny,  coming  on  af- 
erwards,  may  have  served  as  a  means  of  protection  against 
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fresh  tubercular  deposits."  The  abdominal  cavity  contaiiis 
a  small  quantity  of  sanguinous  fluid,  but  the  intestines  present 
no  symptoms  of  morbid  action.  The  color  of  the  liver 
throughout  is  a  dark  brownish  red, — that  is,  the  brown  and 

irellow  substance  can  scarcely  be  distinguished ;  spleen  alight* 
y  softened;  uterus  almost  reduced  to  the  size  oi  the  unim^ 
pregnated  state.  On  its  surface  are  to  be  noticed  an  abun- 
dance of  veins,  and  the  cavity  contains  a  unall  quantity  of  san* 
Sineous  fluid.  Both  kidneys  of  a  knotty  appearance,  the 
ft  more  so  than  the  right.  The  fibrous  membrane,  though 
somewhat  thickened,  may  easily  be  pulled  ofl^  merely  small 
portions  of  it  adhering  here  and  there  to  the  renal  substaace. 
A  straw  colored  aspect,  interspersed  with  red  spots,  is  obaerv* 
ed  on  the  surface  or  the  detached  kidney,  marked  by  its  small 
knotty  elevations  and  irregular  furrows.  The  red  spots  con* 
sist  of  a  multiplicity  of  circumscribed  echymoses,  about  one- 
fourth  of  a  line  in  diameter.  On  cutting  through  the  vascu- 
lar substance,  a  firm  structure  of  a  brownish  color,  and  at 
places  of  yellowish  adipose  deposit,  can  be  observed.  At  the 
Drown  portions,  the  malpighian  corpusculie  may  easily  be  re« 
cognized.  The  pyramiaal  substance  in  the  center  of  the  kid- 
ney cannot  easily  be  distinguished :  it  is  most  distinct  at  the 
upper  ends  of  the  kidneys,  though  here  also  marked  outlines 
of  the  pyramids  are  not  coming  into  view.  At  some  placeS) 
the  adipose  mass  of  the  vascular  substance  penetrates  into 
the  pyramids.  I  regret  not  to  have  had  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine these  kidneys  under  the  microscope,  in  this,  as  well 
as  in  the  second  case,  atrophy  of  the  renal  substance  could  not 
be  mistaken,  which  was  also  shown  by  the  proportions  of  the 
weight  of  the  kidneys,  for  the  left  weighed  1400,  and  the, 
right  1420  grains. 

At  the  anatomical  theatre,  I  had  afterwards  occasion  to  ex- 
amine and  weigh  the  hypertrophical  heart.  The  walls  of  the 
left  ventricle  were  from  9  to  11  lines  thick,  the  same  thick* 
ness  being  observed  at  the  septum,  which  essentially  belongs 
to  the  left  ventricle.  In  weighing  the  several  portions  of  the 
heart,  I  separated  the  arteries  entirely  from  the  ventricles,  and 
detached  tne  ffreat  vascular  trunks  close  to  their  origin,  re- 
moving  the  adipose  mass  from  the  surface  of  the  ventricle,  and 
disconnecting  minutely  the  substance  of  the  left  ventricle  aa 
well  as  that  of  the  right,  from  the  septum  ventricularum.  In 
the  normal  heart,  the  weight  of  the  septum  almost  equals  that 
of  the  right  ventricle,  and  the  weight  of  both  surpass  the 
weight  of  the  left  ventricle  about  one-fourth  to  one-sixth.  In 
order  to  compare  them,  I  place  the  weight  of  the  heart  of 
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the  woman  opposite  to  those  of  the  normal  heart  of  a  man  of 
47  years  of  age : 

Mslo.  Femalo. 

Right  Ventricle,  -       -        972  grs.    846  grs. 

Septum  Ventricularum,   -        -   945  "     1575   " 
Left  Ventricle,   -        •        -      1420  "     2850  « 

A  critical  examination  of  the  three  cases  of  albuminaria, 
with  amaurosis  suddenly  supervening,  as  related  above,  calls 
our  attention  to  the  following  points : 

1st.  The  three  individuals  were  yet  young,  one  being  18, 
the  other  27,  and  third  29  years  old.  Sudden,  complete 
amaurosis,  connected  with  afbuminaria,  appears  to  be  pecu* 
liar  to  early  life.  Often  similar  cases,  related  by  Zaudowzy, 
Perrin,  Gumel  and.Lorget,  eight  occurred  in  persons  of  from 
18  to  28  years,  and  two  only  at  the  ages  of  34  and  46. 

2d.  If  Zaudowzy,  when  nrst  calling  our  attention  to  albu- 
minaria  amaurotic,  laid  it  down  as  a  rule,  that  amaurosis  in* 
dicated  morbus  Brightii  as  its  first  symptom,  previous  to  the 
manifestation  of  other  symptoms,  I  may  be  allowed  to  re- 
verse this  rule  in  some  respects,  and  to  say  that  amaurosis, 
when  occurring  in  albuminaria,  shows  itself  only  after  the 
latter  has  assumed  a  chronic  character.  It  scarcely  admits 
of  a  doubt,  that  the  beginning  of  the  disease,  especially  of  al« 
buminaria,  in  the  three  cases  mentioned,  co*existed  with  the 
commencement  of  general  debility ;  the  initiatory  stage,  how- 
ever, existed  from  three  to  six  months  previous  to  the  actual 
breaking  out  of  the  malady.  The  state  of  the  kidneys  ob- 
served m  the  three  cases,  speaks  most  distinctly  in  favor  of 
the  earlier  existence  of  the  renal  affection.  Considering  the 
atrophic  condition  of  the  kidneys  in  the  second  case,  we 
might  even  be  lead  to  suppose,  that  the  renal  affection 
had  began  to  form  already  at  an  early  period,  and  its  last 
stage  been  introduced  by  tne  morbid  action  of  the  previoua 
sickness.  This  retarded  manifestation  of  amaurosis  tias  also 
been  noticed  in  cases  previously  communicated ;  for,  in  one 
of  the  five  cases  related  by  Zaudowzy  in  his  first  communi- 
cation, albuminaria  existed  ten  months  previous  to  the  attack 
of  amaurosis.  In  Camel's  case,  debility  and  gastric  derange- 
ment had  preceded  the  amaurosis  several  months ;  and  Lorget 
states  that  in  one  of  the  cases  that  came  under  his  observation, 
debility  and  vomiting  had  occurred  before  the  amaurotic  at- 
tack, and  that  in  another,  it  made  its  appearance  three  months 
after  the  occurrence  of  the  cedema.  The  fact  is  also  to  be 
mentioned,  that  in  four  cases  of  albuminaria  amaurotiae,  ex- 
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amined  after  death  by  Zaudowzy,  he  foand  the  kidneys  twice 
hypertrophied  and  twice  atrophic. 

3.  Amaarosis,  in  the  three  cases  enumerated,  was  ushered 
in  by  a  cerebral  affection,  observable  by  continual  headache, 
which,  in  the  first  and  third,  lasted  during  the  development 
of  the  morbific  process,  but  preceded  amauroses  in  the  second 
at  least  ei^ht  days.  The  headache  co-existed  with  the  amau- 
rotic attack.  This  preceding  and  accompanying  cerebral  af- 
fection, as  well  as  the  development  of  amaurosis  in  both  eyes 
at  the  same  time,  though  in  a  different  degree,  speaks  dis- 
tinctly in  favor  of  its  central  origin;  and,  if  in  one  case  com- 
municated by  Abeille,  amaurosis  was  confined  to  the  left  ejre, 
the  post  mortem  examination  revealed  the  fact  that  the  corpoB 
striatum  and  thalamus  of  the  right  side  .were  softened,  and 
thereby  furnished  a  sufficient  explanation. 

4th.  In  none  of  the  three  cases  can  the  amaurotic  attack  be 
regarded  as  the  consequence  of  cerebral  intoxication.  In  the 
first,  it  had  occurred  more  than  14  days,  and  in  the  second, 
between  three  and  four  weeks  previous  to  any  cerebral  de- 
rangement. Alienation  of  consciousness  was  observed  but  a 
short  time  before  dissolution.  In  the  third  case,  the  amauro- 
tic affection  had  existed  three  and  one-half  weeks  without 
K'ving  rise  to  any  symptoms  whatever,  denoting  abnormal 
nction  of  the  brain. 

6th.  In  none  of  the  three  cases  is  the  amaurotic  attack  in 
its  incipiency,  characterized  by  febrile  action,  or  by  any  other 
striking  alteration  of  the  functions  of  the  organism. 

6th.  Post  mortem  examinations  furnish^  no  data  to  ex- 
plain the  development  of  amaurosis.  True,  in  the  first  case, 
softening  of  the  brain,  especially  of  the  corpus  callosum, 
of  the  thalami,  and  the  surrounding  portion  of  the  lateral  ven* 
tricles,  and  even  of  the  optic  nerves,  had  been  observed,  cor- 
roborating the  observation  made  by  Abeilla.  But  in  the  se- 
cond case,  the  septum  pellucidum  alone  appeared  to  be  soft- 
ened, and  in  the  third,  no  alteration  whatever  of  this  nature 
could  be  detected. 

7th.  Hydrops  of  the  external  skin  was  but  moderately  deve- 
loped in  all  the  three  cases.  Ip  the  second,  no  symptoms  of 
it  could  be  noticed  at  any  time,  and  in  the  third  it  was  con- 
fined to  the  eyelids  and  the  forehead.  The  first  case  alone 
was  marked  by  oedema  of  the  hands  existing  for  some  consi- 
derable time,  and  at  last  rapidly  passing  over  into  anasarca* 
It  is,  however,  to  be  observed,  that  the  urine  discharged,  in 
every  one  of  the  three  cases,  did  not  vary  from  the  normal 
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qaantity :  in  the  first  only  a  decrease  of  the  discharge  was  ob- 
servered  a  few  days  before  death,  during  which  time  anasarca 
made  its  appearance.  Yet  notwithstanding  the  absense  of 
dropsical  symptoms,  death  ensued  in  each  of  the  three  cases 
in  consequence  of  dropsical  effusion  in  the  organs  of  respira- 
tion,— ^pulmonary  cedema  more  especially  being  the  cause  of 
dissolution. 

8th.  Febrile  excitement  occurred  in  the  first  and  second 
case  several  days  previous  to  the  fatal  issue,  followed^owands 
the  last  by  alienation  of  the  intellectual  function ;  that  is,  death 
was  caused  by  ceraemic  intoxication.  In  the  third  case,  ptjr- 
alism  took  the  place  of  febrile  action,  but  here  no  ceraemic 
intoxication  supervened,  since  the  intellect  remained  clear  up 
to  the  last  moment* 


ENGLAND. 

Abstract  of  Eighteen  Casts  of  Typhus  Fever ^  treated  in 
King^s  College  Hospital^  by  the  free  exhibition  oj  brandy^ 
<^.,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Todd. — We  have  recently 
watched  with  great  interest  a  series  of  severe  cases  of  typhus 
fever,  under  the  care  of  Dr  Todd,  in  this  hospital,  in  which 
an  almost  uniform  plan  of  treatment,  by  means  of  the  very  free 
exhibition  of  stimulants,  more  especially  brandjr,  has  been  re- 
sorted to  with  great  success.  Reflecting  instructively,  as  these 
cases  do,  on  one  of  the  most  important  questions  in  the  whole 
range  of  practical  medicine,  we  hasten  to  bring  their  chief 
features  before  the  attention  of  our  readers.  The  series  con- 
sists of  eighteen  cases ;  and,  as  we  cannot,  of  course,  find 
space  for  the  details  of  the  whole,  we  shall  content  ourselves 
by  recording,  by  way  of  example,  the  particulars  of  a  few  of 
the  more  interesting,  and  append  to  them  a  brief  synopsis  of 
the  rest.  The  whole  havmg  occurred  within  the  last  few 
months,  and  several  of  them  within  a  few  weeks,  they 
present,  we  believe,  fair  specimens  of  the  form  of  fever  lately 
and  still  prevalent  in  the  metropolis.  They  do  not,  however^ 
comprise  all  which  have  been  under  Dr.  Todd's  care  during 
the  time  referred  to,  but  only  those  of  well-niarked  typhus 
type,  and  which  agreed  in  presenting  the  following  symptoms 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  tne  treatment :  A  copious 
eruption  of  scattered  measle-like  spots  (mulberry  or  typhus 
raab) ;  bowels  either  confined  or  but  slightly  relaxed ;  great 
prostration  of  strength ;  delirium  (in  six  cases,  coma  was  pra« 
sent) ;  a  small  and  very  rapid  pulse.    It  may  be  well  to  pre* 
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mise  that  they  were  treated  as  is  done  in  almost  all  general 
hospitals  in  the  open  wards,  their  beds  being  purposely  ar* 
ranged  so  as  to  occur  at  some  distance  from  each  other,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  contagious  emanations* 
The  treatment  pursued  consisted  in  administerii^,  either 
every  hour  or  every  half  hour,  day  and  night,  from  half  an 
ounce  to  an  ounce  of  brandy,  with  a  draught  every  second 
hour,  containing  sp.  seth.  chloriri  mx,  ammonis  carbonatis 
gr.  v;aq.  pur.  3j*  The  patients  were  induced  to  drink  as 
much  strong  beef-tea  as  possible;  the  head  was  always 
shaved ;  and  in  most,  a  blister  was  applied  to  the  scalp.  We 
are  indebted  to  the  careful  observations,  noted  daily  by  Mr* 
Macnamara,  the  clinical  assistant  in  chai^  of  the  cases,  for 
the  whole  of  the  particulars  respecting  them.  The  first  to 
which  we  shall  allude  was  a  very  severe  attack,  and  happened 
to  an  elderly  and  unfavorable  subject ;  the  beneficial  efiects 
of  the  alcoholic  stimulant  is  strikingly  shown,  and  there  even 
appears  some  cause  to  infer  the  superiority  of  brandy  over 
wine. 

Elizabeth  B..  aged  seventy,  was  admitted  June  16,  I85S. 
She  complained  of  severe  headache^  and  of  much  pain  in  her 
limbs;  was  very  deaf,  and  could  see  but  very  indistin^ly. 
Her  daughter  stated,  that  the  two  latter  symptoms  had  com* 
menced  four  days  previously,  and  the  illness  was  of  about  a 
fortnight's  duration,  having  begun  with  aching  pains  in  the 
fimbs  and  head,  and  great  prostration  of  strength,  followed, 
after  four  or  five  days,  by  several  successive  shivering  fits. 
Pulse  122 ;  tongue  thickly  furred. 

Qr.  Tinct.  opu  mxx  h.  s.  sumend. 

Qr.  Sp.  am.  arom.  mxx ;  aq.  pur.  Siss.    4tis  faoris  sum. 

18th*  The  skin  of  the  chest  and  abdomen  is  oovered  with 
an  eruption  ot  measly  spots.  The  patient  has  been  delirions 
during  the  night;  her  tongue  is  dry  and  furred ;  pulse  124; 
the  bowels  have  acted  but  once  since  adniission.    Pt. 

IMA.  Has  been  very  delirious ;  pulse  126 ;  other  signs  as 
before. 

Qr.  Am.  carbon,  gr.  v ;  sp.  seth.  mxv ;  aq.  Bibs.  8tis  lioiis. 
Wine  Sviii  per  diem. 

21s^.  Muchworse;  lies  in  an  almost  comatose  condition^ 
and  allows  her  urine  and  feces  to  pass  into  the  bed.  Pdse 
180.  The  head  is  to  be  shaved,  and  a  Mister  applied,  lu- 
stead  of  the  wine,  half  an  ounce  of  brandy  is  te  be  gisett 
every  half  hour. 

Bep.  nod. 
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22d.  Pulse  124.  The  half -comatose  condition  still  con- 
tinues, and  is  only  interrupted  by  low,  muttering  delirium. 

2Sd.  Pulse  180.  The  coma  is  passing  off,  and  the  deli- 
rium is  less  constant  during  its  intermissions.  The  spots 
have  now  entirely  disappeared  from  the  skin.  The  patient 
takes  her  beef-tea  much  better  than  she  did. 

24M.  Pulse  114.  This  morning  the  head  symptoms  are 
much  less  severe ;  and,  on  being  questioned,  the  patient  oc- 
casionally returns  rational  answers.  The  bowels  act  daily, 
bat  are  not  loose.     To  continue  the  same  treatment. 

25/A.  Pulse  96.  The  skin  for  the  first  time  is  moist. 
The  patient  states  that  she  feels  much  better,  and  can  be  got 
to  understand  clearly  where  she  is,  which  has  not  been  tne 
case  on  any  previous  occasion  since  her  admission. 

26th.  Pulse  9Q.  To  take  half  an  ounce  of  brandy  every 
two  hours. 

From  the  last  date  she  continued  to  improve.  To  aid  her 
convalescence,  quinia  and  other  tonics  were  administered. 
She  was  discharged  quite  well,  six  weeks  after  admission. 

In  the  next  case,  the  progressive  decrease  in  the  frequency 
of  the  pulse  subsequent  to  the  employment  of  the  stimulant 
was  equally  well  marked  as  in  the  above.  It  occurred  in  a 
much  younger  subject. 

James  E.,  aeed  18,  began  to  feel  ill  on  the  27th  of  June ; 
and,  on  the  29th,  was  seized  with  shiverinffs,  pains  in  the 
limbs,  and  great  prostration  of  strength.  He^was  admitted 
into  the  hospital  on  July  6 ;  and,  at  that  time,  the  skin  was 
hot  and  dry,  and  covered  with  the  typhus  rash.  The  ocular 
conjunctiva  of  each  eye  was  red  and  congested,  and  the  tongue 
brown  and  furred,    rulse  112. 

Ordered  Qr.  Am.  carb*  gr.  v;  aq.  pur.  Siss ;  ter  die.  Beef, 
tea  ad  lUriium. 

July  6.  Pulse  120.  The  bowek  have  acted  once  to«day. 
Delirium  was  present  during  the  night. 

Rep.  mist* 

7jh.  Pulse  124,  very  weak.  The  deliriimi  has  been  ao 
oonstant,  Aat  the  nurse  has  found  it  impossible  to  induce  him 
to  take  any  nonrishmeat  Rep.  mist  The  head  is  to  be 
shaved,  and  half  an  ounce  of  brandy  is  to  be  administered 
every  hour. 

Sth.  Pulse  120,  still  very  feeble.    Bowalt  act  daily. 

9ih.  Pulse  llfl.  The  deliriam  ia  much  abated,  and  the 
patient  takes  Yum  beef4ea  well. 

lUh.  Ptdae  100,  rnuoh  improvemeBt    The  famiidy  is  to 


686  Progress  of  Medicine. 

12th.  Pulse  92.  For  the  Brst  time  the  skin  is  moist  and 
perspiring.     From  this  date  the  patient  gradually  recovered. 

At  one  time  most  of  the  members  of  an  Irish  family  living 
in  a  dirty  alley  in  the  neighborhood,  were  in  the  hospital  to* 

fiether,  all  suffering  from  the  same  type  of  fever.    The  foI« 
owing  case  is  that  of  one  of  the  sons  : 

John  C.y  a^ed  16,  admitted  June  28,  having  been  seized 
on  the  23d  with  shivering,  pains  in  the  limbs,  prostration  of 
strength,  and  severe  purging.  He  had,  at  the  time  of  admis- 
sion, the  usual  symptoms  of  fever,  was  very  restless,  and  at 
times  slightly  delirious.  The  bowels  were  not  much  relaxed  ; 
there  was  loud  rhonchus  heard  over  both  lungs.  Pulse  116, 
skin  hot  and  dry.    To  drink  beef-tea. 

20th.  Pulse  118,  very  feeble.  The  delirium  is  increased. 
Half  an  ounce  of  brandy  every  hour. 

July  1.  No  improvement.  Pulse  120,  and  very  weak. 
The  boy  lies  in  a  semi-comatose  condition.  Believing  that 
the  administration  of  the  stimulant  had  not  been  well  attended 
to.  Dr.  Todd  ordered  a  special  nurse  for  the  case,  and  di- 
rected that  the  brandy  and  beef-tea  should  be  regularly  given 
day  and  night. 

2d.  Pulse  100.  The  patient  is  less  stupid,  and  seems  to 
understand  the  questions  which  are  put  to  him. 

4th.  Pulse  92.  There  is  no  delirium  present.  The 
tongue  is  much  cleaned,  and  the  respiration  is  unattended  by 
any  degree  of  rhonchus. 

6th.  Pulse  80.  The  skin  is  moist.  The  brandy  is  to  be 
give  every  two  hours. 

Sth.  Is  rapidly  getting  better.  The  brandy  is  discontinued, 
and  two  pints  of  porter  per  diem  substituted  for  it.  From  this 
time  the  patient  very  (]^uickly  recovered. 

Out  of  the  whole  eighteen  cases,  but  one  terminated  &- 
tally.  The  subject  of  it  was  very  violently  delirious  on  the 
day  of  her  admission,  and  no  account  of  her  previous  symp- 
toms could  be  obtained.  Death  occurred  on  the  third  day  af- 
terwards. On  making  the  autopsy,  the  brain  was  found  to  be 
slightly  congested,  and  the  gray  matter  was  of  a  darker  color 
than  usual.  Peyer's  patches  in  the  small  intesthiee  were  en- 
larged and  very  distinct,  but  not  ulcerated.  The  spleen  was 
enlarged,  full  of  blood,  and  very  soft ;  but  all  the  other  organs 
appeared  to  be  in  a  normal  condition. 

IBxcludiiiff,  then,  this  fotal  case,  we  will  now  examine  the 
condition  of  the  circulation  in  the  remaining  seventeen,  mors 
eq^eciaUy  with  regard  to  the  inflttenide'of  the  treatment  upon 
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it.  Oq  the  day  that  the  administratioQ  of  brandy,  etc.,  was 
coEnmenced,  the  pulse  had,  in  five  cases,  a  frequency  of  136 
per  minute ;  in  three,  of  126  ;  in  seven,  of  from  120  to  126 ; 
and  in  one,  of  116.  After  the  measures  above  specified  had 
been  pursued  for  four  days,  the  pulse  had,  in  eight  cases, 
fallen  to  92 ;  in  five  others,  it  had  fallen  below  92  on  the  fifth 
day ;  and,  in  the  remaining  four,  to  below  90  on  the  sixth* 
Again,  taking  the  day  on  which  treatment  was  commenced 
as  our  starting-point,  the  skin,  previously  hot  and  dry,  relaxed, 
and  became  moist  and  perspirable,  on  the  fifth  day,  in  nine 
cases ;  on  the  sixth  day,  in  nve  cases ;  on  the  twelfth  day,  in 
one  case ;  and  in  the  remaining  two  the  date  of  this  crisis  was 
not  recorded. 

The  degree  of  success  exhibited  by  the  above  facts  is,  we« 
suspect,  very  considerably  beyond  that  usually  obtained  in  ca- 
ses of  so  severe  a  type  as  those  under  consideration,  and  is 
very  encouraging  to  a  pursuance  of  a  similar  plan  of  treat- 
ment  in  future.  That  the  success  did  really  depend  on  the 
treatment,  appeared  to  be  conclusively  evidenced  in  several 
cases,  in  which  the  pulse,  progressively  increasing  in  frer 

Siuency  up  to  the  time  that  the  brandy  was  ordered,  steadily 
ell  from  that  day  forwards.  The  relapses  of  one  or  two,  of 
consequence  of  the  accidentally  inefficient  administrationin 
the  remedy,  also  afford  important  support  to  the  same  co  B^ 
elusion.  In  respect  to  the  numerical  age  of  the  fever  at 
which  the  brandy  treatment  was  commenced,  it  varied  so 
much  in  the  different  cases,  that  there  does  not  appear  to  be 
any  practical  advantage  in  attempting  to  state  it.  In  all, 
however,  the  first  sta«  had  passed,  and  low  ^^  typus  "  symp- 
toms had  become  fufly  developed.  Dr.  Todd  is  continuing 
the  same  plan  of  treatment  on  the  fever  patients  now  under 
his  care,  and  hitherto  with  veiy  pleasing  results.  We  shall 
probably  return  to  the  subject  at  some  future  tim^. — Med. 
Times  and  Gaz.j  Aug.  27, 1863. 


FRANCE. 

Tranifiuion  of  Blood. — In  this  oiemoir,  Dr.  Polli  collects 
Iwenty-tnree  cases  in  which  the  operation  has  been  practiced 
in  the  ordinary  way,  that  is,  with  human  blood.  In  five  of 
these,  deadi  happened,  eUheor  beoanae  the  q>eration  was  too 
late,  or  because  death  was  about  to  happen  from  some  inde- 
pendeol  and  inevitable  canae ;  in  all  the  rest,  life  was  saved— 

OL. 
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in  many,  from  the  very  jaws  of  death.  In  no  one  case  did 
the  operation  give  rise  to  any  serious  inconvenience.  The 
maiority  of  the  cases  were  those  of  parturient  females,  reduced 
to  death^s  door  by  flooding ;  the  rest,  those  of  persons  suffering 
from  other  kinds  of  hemorrhage,  induced  upon  the  hemorrha- 
gic diathesis. 

Dr.  Polli  also  enumerates  some  cases  in  which  the  blood 
of  animals  was  successfully  substituted  for  that  of  man.  Four 
of  these  are  on  the  authority  of  M.  Denis,  who  wrote  his 
Lettres  sur  la  Transfusion  at  Paris,  in  1667.  Another  is 
taken  from  an  Italian  work  by  Dr.  Manfred  of  Lucca  (De 
Nova  et  Inaudita  Mtdieo-Chir,  OperationCj  &c.,  Romie, 
1668.)  Another,  by  MM.  Lower  and  King,  from  the  Gaz. 
'Medicale  de  Paris^  p.  65,  1848.  The  particulars  of  the  last 
two  experiments  are  not  given,  and  we  are  only  told  that  the 
blood  of  a  lamb  was  employed  in  the  one,  and  th?t  of  a  calf 
in  the  other,  and  that  the  result  was  successful.  The  parti- 
culars of  M.  Denis's  experiments  are  as  follows: — 

Exp.  1.  M.  Dennis  took  ten  ounces  of  blood  from  the 
arm  of  a  strong  and  healthy  butcher,  aged  foity-five,  and  in- 

1'ected  through  the  same  opening  twenty  ounces  of  the  arterial 
)lood  of  a  lamb,  after  which  the  butcher,  without  any  altera- 
tion in  his  manners  and  feelings,  proceeded  to  kill  and  dress 
the  animal  which  had  furnished  tne  blood,  and  then  went  to 
the  public  house  to  dispose  of  the  gratuity  which  had  been 
given  him  by  the  operator.  The  next  day,  according  to  his 
own  account,  he  felt  in  better  health  than  usual,  and  he  un- 
derwent the  same  operation  with  the  same  results. 

Exp.  2.  Nine  ounces  of  the  arterial  blood  of  a  lamb  were 
injected  into  the  arm  of  a  youth,  aged  sixteen,  who  had  suf- 
fered during  two  months  from  fever,  and  who,  from  this  cause, 
and  from  having  been  bled  twenty  times,  fay  in  a  moribund 
state,  when  he  immediately  calmed  and  slept,  and  this  rally- 
ing eventuated  in  complete  recovery. 

Exp.  3.  A  madman  of  eight  years'  standing,  whose  mad- 
ness  snowed  itself  in  attacks  of  complete  restlessness  and  wake- 
fulness of  eight  or  ten  months'  duration,  was  treated  by  trans- 
fusion in  the  fourth  month  of  such  an  attack.  Ten  ounces  of 
blood  were  abstracted,  and  six  ounces  of  the  arterial  blood  of 
a  calf  injected  in  their  stead,  with  much  relief  to  the  symp- 
toms. Afterwards,  a  pound  of  the  same  blood  was  injected. 
The  immediate  result  of  the  second  transfusion  was  vomitine, 
purging,  and  sweating.  These  ended  in  sound  sleep,  wbidi 
brought  about  a  favorable  crisis,  for  from  this  time,  the  pa- 
tient continued  to  improve  until  he  was  quite  well. 


Progress  of  Medicine.  689 

Exp.  4.  The  patient  in  this  experiment  was  lethargic, 
convulsed,  and  almost  pulseless,  in  consequence  of  a  violent 
and  protracted  attack  of  vomiting  and  purging.  M.  Dennis, 
injected  eight  ounces  of  blood  (of  what  animal  is  not  stated) 
when  the  convulsions  ceased,  the  pulse  rose,  the  conscious- 
ness returned,  the  bystanders  were  recognized  and  spoken  to, 
and  some  food  was  taken.  This  state  continued  for  twenty- 
four  hours.  The  transfusion  was  then  repeated,  but  the  vo- 
miting and  purging  returned,  and  the  patient  sunk  eleven 
hours  afterwards.  Serious  intussusception  of  the  small  intes- 
tine was  found  after  death. 

The  conclusion  to  which  Dr.  Polli  arrives  is,  that  the  ope- 
ration of  transfusion  is  simple,  efficacious,  and  safe.  He  re- 
commends it  not  only  in  cases  of  excessive  hemorrhage  un- 
der ordinary  circumstances,  but  in  cases  where  there  is  a 
strong  hemorrhagic  diathesis,  as  likely  to  produce  a  benefi- 
cial change  in  the  crasis  of  the  blood.  He  recommends  it 
also  in  cases  of  extreme  inanition,  where  there  is  not  time  to 
introduce  food  in  the  ordinary  way,  or  stren^h  to  digest  that 
food.  He  suggests  it  as  a  possible  means  of  inducing  a  bene- 
ficial change  m  the  constiiution  of  the  blood  in  chlorosis,  ra- 
chitis, scrofula,  and  insanity ;  and  he  thinks  that  defibrinized 
aerated  arterial  blood  might  prove  to  be  a  powerful  means  of 
resuscitation  in  cases  of  asphyxia  and  other  kinds  of  apparent 
death. — Half  Yearly  Abstract j  vol,  xvii. 

Ergot  of  Rye  in  some  forms  of  Retention  of  Urine.  By 
M.  Passot,  of  Lyons.-HErgdt  of  rye  has  not  only  the  pro- 
perty of  exciting  the  uterine  contractions  in  cases  of  inactivity 
of  the  uterus,  but  is  also  very  efficacious  in  the  retention  of 
urine  which  is  caused  by  atony  and  paralysis  of  the  bladder. 
MM.  Baudin  and  Payan  of  Aix,  were  the  first  who  endea- 
vored to  demonstrate  that  this  agent  does  not  act  on  the  uterus 
alone,  but  rather  on  the  lower  part  of  the  spinal  cord.  They 
also  speak  very  highly  of  it  as  well  in  the  afiection  which  we 
have  now  under  consideration,  as  in  weakness  or  paralysis  of 
the  lower  extremities. 

Drs.  Kinsley,  Canuto-Canuti,  Sainmont  de  Rocroy,  Allier 
of  Marcigny,  have  also  recorded  cases  which  bear  favorable 
testimony  to  the  utility  of  ergot  in  paralysis  of  the  bladder. 
I  will  now  briefly  mention  some  of  them : — 

Captain  B.,  aged  60,  suffering  from  dysuria,  which  had  in- 
creased greatly  during  the  last  three  months,  until  it  suddenly 
changed  to  a  complete  retention,  which  necessitated  the  em- 
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ployment  of  the  catheter  several  times  a  day.  For  two 
months  a  host  of  remedies  were  ased  without  avail ;  there  was 
not  the  slightest  improvement.  The  prostate  became  en- 
larged, and  the  patient  suffered  much  from  the  use  of  the  ca  - 
theten  which  had  to  be  passed  twice  evety  day. 

Fifty  centigrammes  (about  eight  grains)  of  ergot  of  rye, 
infused  in  a  cupful  of  boiling  watery  was  administered  three 
times  a  day.  At  the  expiration  of  six  hours,  the  patient 
passed  a  small  quantity  of  urine,  and  required  the  use  of  ttie 
catheter  only  once  in  the  day.  Afterwaras,  it  was  only  passed 
once  in  the  fortjr-eight  hours,  and  after  ten  days,  the  bladder 
was  left  to  itself  (KinsUg^s  Journal  des  Com.  Med.  Chir.j 
March,  1844). 

A  lady,  a^ed  about  76,  was  affected  with  paralysis  of  the 
bladder,  which  for  a  long  time  required  the  use  of  the  cathe- 
ter. Ergot  was  prescriMd  in  doses  of  fifteen  decigrammes 
(about  twenty-eight  grains)  in  inftision.  On  the  sixth  day  of 
this  treatment,  it  was  no  longer  necessary  to  pass  the  instru- 
ment, the  patient  being  abie  to  pass  water  spontaneously 
(CantUO'Canutif  Bull,  des  Sciences  Med.  ae  Bologne^ 
1846). 

A  man,  named  Rousseau,  aged  68,  of  a  nervous  tempera- 
ment, was,  in  consequence  of  a  fit  of  passion,  attacked  with  a 
complete  inability  to  urinate.  The  bladder  was  obliged  to 
be  emptied  by  the  catheter.  The  inertia  of  this  organ  con- 
tinued in  spite  of  c6ld  injections  into  it,  cold  enemata,  the 
iqpplication  of  ice,  also  a  buster  to  the  hypogastrium. 

Strychnia  applied,  by  means  of  ointment,  as  a  dressing  to 
the  blister,  also  by  frictions  in  the  axilla,  on  the  following 
day  produced  cramps  in  the  legs  and  arms,  and  was  presently 
accompanied  by  stifhess,  so  that  it  became  necessary  to  die- 
continue  the  use  of  this  remedy.  There  was  not  the  slight- 
est action  on  the  bladder.  It  was  at  this  stage  tfie  author 
conceived  the  idea  of  giving  ergot  of  rye.  He  prescribed  six 
grammes  (about  nine^-two  grains),  cowsely  powdered,  to  be 
put  into  a  litre  (about  thirt]^  four-ounces)  of  water,  macerate 
tor  two  days,  filtered,  and  injected  cold  into  the  bladder.  8e« 
ven  minutes  afterwards,  the  patient  experienced  a  desire  to 
urinate,  which,  however,  he  could  not  then  satis^.  The 
next  morning  the  injection  was  again  administered.  Sgbt 
minutes  after  he  had  vesical  tenesmus,  and  then  spontaaeoiis 
emission  of  urine.  The  injections  were  continued  for  some 
days.  The  cure  was  complete.  {SoMimwiU^  QmzsMc  des 
"    tfatiar,  1848). 
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In  1848,  Dr.  Allier,  of  Marcigny,  sent  a  letter  to  the  Na* 
tional  Academy  of  Medicine,  in  which  he  gives  as  the  resalt 
of  his  observations,  that  in  only  one  out  of  fouHeen  cases  er- 
got proved  of  no  use. 

I  also  am  in  possession  of  some  cases  which,  in  an  incon* 
testible  manner,  prove  that  ergot  is  capable  of  restoring  the 
contractility  of  the  bladder.  The  following  is  the  most  re- 
markable :  In  the  mdnth  of  July,  1846, 1  was  consulted  by 
M.  H.,  aged  60,  of  a  dry  constitution  and  a  very  well-markeid 
nervous  temperament.  M.  H.,  admits  having  indulged  both 
in  veneral  excesses  and  in  the  excesses  of  the  table,  and  it  is 
these  that  he  blames  for  the  vesical  paralysis  from  which  he 
IS  now  suffering,  and  which  requires  the  catheter  twice  a  day ; 
otherwise  there  is  no  symptom  of  oi^^anic  alteration,  no  fever, 
no  enlarged  prostate.  The  canal  of  the  urethra  is  fiee  throueh 
its  entire  length,  and  the  urine  when  drawn  off,  is  perfectly 
clear.  After  having  experienced  the  uselessness  of  tincture 
of  catharides  and  blistering  the  hjrpogastrium,  1  used  the  fol- 
lowing prescription: — 

Freshly  powdered  ei^   -     -     2  grammes  (30  gr). 
Mucilage    -         -        -        -  120         <'       (31  oz). 

A  tablespoonful  every  half  hour  (shake  the  bottle). 
Ergot  of  rye,  powderea      -     16  deci^mmes  (23  gr)» 
Cocoa  butter     .        -        -    a  sufficiency. 

To  be  made  into  two  suppositories ;  one  of  them  to  be 
introduced  night  and  morning. 

On  the  same  day,  at  the  expiration  of  some  hours,  M*  H. 
felt  a  desire  to  micturate.  At  my  evening  visit,  I  ordered  a 
bath.  The  patient  was  scarcely  in  it  before  micturation 
took  place  spontaneously  and  with  force.  From  this  time  to 
his  death,  M.  H.  has  always  passed  water  freely  and  without 
the  assistance  of  the  instrument.  I  should  add  that,  to  make 
certain  of  the  cure,  I  continued  the  remedy  for  three  or  four 
days,  but  in  a  decreasing  dose.  M.  H.  died  the  30th  of 
January,  1848,  of  an  acute  pleuro-pneumonia,  during  the 
course  of  which,  not  a  single  morbid  symptom  appeared  in 
the  bladder.  It  is  therefore  oeitain,  that  ergot  cures  retention 
of  urine  which  depends  on  pure  and  simple  atony  or  paraly« 
sis  of  the  bladder.  But  witn  renrd  to  paralysis  consecutive 
to  apoplexy,  or  depending  on  otner  affections  of  the  nervous 
centers,  it  is  well  known  that  they  are  unaftcted  by  the  re- 
mechrwe  are  treating  of. — Dublin  Med.  PreeSf  June  29, 
1868,  from  Oaz.  Med.  de  Jjgon. 
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New  Method  of  Analysis  for  the  Detection  of  Organic 
Poisons.  By  C.  Flandin. — [The  following  is  an  extract 
from  his  Memoir.] 

We  are  all  aware  of  the  facts  respecting  inorganic  poisons. 
They  are  found  (so  to  speak)  everywhere — not  only  in  the 
organs  of  the  body  where  they  have  been  taken  or  applied, 
whether  internally  or  externally,  but  even  in  the  most  distant 
organs  to  which  they  have  been  carried  by  absoiption.  They 
are  found  not  only  in  the  dead  body  immediately  after  death, 
but  ten  years  or  more  thereafter  they  can  be  traced  in  the  re- 
mains of  putrefaction  and  the  in  the  soil  of  graveyards. 

Do  the  same  facts  hold  as  to  organic  poisons?  In  the  con- 
cluding part  of  my  Treatise  on  Poisons.^  now  in  the  press,  I 
have  shown :  1.  That  poisons  are  substances  that  do  not  assi- 
milate. 2.  That  they  penetrete  the  organs  by  absorption. 
3.  That  they  act  by  action  de  presence. 

If  these  principles  be  correct,  it  follows  that  all  poisons  may 
be  found  in  those  organs  of  the  human  body  with  which  they 
have  been  placed  in  contact,  or  to  which  they  have  been  car- 
ried by  absorption. 

A  high  authority  in  toxicology  [Professor  Christison]  has 
made  tne  following  remark :  "  It  may  be  laid  down,  there- 
fore, as  a  general  rule,  that,  in  poisoning  with  opium,  the 
medical  jurist,  by  the  best  methods  of  analysis  as  yet  known, 
will  often  fail  in  procuring  satisfactory  evidence,  and  some- 
times fail  to  obtain  anv  evidence  at  all  of  the  existence  of  the 
poison  in  the  contents  of  the  stomach.'' 

Now,  these  best  methods  of  analysis,  spoken  of  by  Pro- 
fessor Christison,  consist  in  treating  the  suspected  substances 
with  acetic  acid  or  alcohol,  filtering  the  liquor,  evaporating  it 
to  the  consistence  of  an  extract,  dissolving  this  extract  in  pure 
Ar  acidified  water,  decolorieing  with  animal  charcoal,  or  pre* 
cipitating,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  animal  matters  with  diffe- 
rent reagents,  as  subacetate  of  lead,  sulphydric  acid,  nitrate 
of  silver,  nut-galls,  alcohol,  &c.,  and  when  the  active  princi- 
ple of  opium  [morphia]  is  to  be  sought  for,  to  apply  to  it  such 
tests  as  nitric  acid  and  the  perchloride  of  iron. 

What  are  the  results  of  these  methods  of  analysis  in  cases 
of  poisoning  ?  Absolutely  none.  When  an  expert  recently 
inquired  of  a  celebrated  French  toxicologist,  \iniat  mode  he 
should  pursue  to  detect  vegetable  poisons,  the  reply  was.  all 
research  is  useless.  Yes,  all  research  will  be  useless,  if  we 
continue  to  pursue  the  present  methods.  They  neither  isolate 
the  poison ;  they  do  not  act  on  it  directly  by  testa;  and  there- 
fore, they  cannot  prove  its  characteristic  properties. 
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In  examining  this  subject,  particularly  in  reference  to  the 
nature  of  animal  matters,  I  find  they  may  be  arranged  into,- 
1.  Proteic  or  albuminous  matters.  2.  Coloring  matters. 
3.  Fatty  matters.  Now,  the  first  [albuminous  matters]  are 
easily  coagulable,  and  in  this  state  become  insoluble  in  water, 
alcohol,  the  acids.  .  Colored  or  coloring  matters  are  readily 
modified  by  various  acid  or  alkaline  agents,  as  anhydrous  lime 
or  barytes,  not  to  speak  of  the  power  of  heat.  Lastly,  fatty 
matters,  are  readily  separated  irom  all  others  by  two  grand 
agents  in  chemical  analysis,  alcohol  and  ethers. 

When  an  inorganic  matter  is  mixed  with  organic  matters, 
nothing  is  more  simple  than  to  discover  it.  The  organic 
matter  is  burnt  off,  or  the  inorganic  is  made  to  pass  into  a 
compound  soluble  state  with  charcoal,  and  is  then  extracted 
by  water.  The  process  of  carbonization  or  incineration  by 
sulphuric  acid  has  been  communicated  by  M.  Danger  and 
myself  to  the  Acadamy,  as  the  best  mode  of  examining  for 
mineral  poisons. 

If  the  body,  from  which  it  is  desired  to  separate  animal 
matters,  be  itself  combustible  or  capable  of  bemg  essentially 
modified  by  heat,  what  then  are  the  means  of  separating  it  so 
as  to  ascertain  its  poisonous  properties  ?  We  reply  that,  under 
100  degrees,  heat  coagulates  proteic  matters,  and  which  hence 
become  insoluble  in  water,  alcohol  and  the  acids — that  anhy- 
drous lime  and  bar3rtes  produce  the  same  effect ;  and,  besides, 
they  greatly  modify  colored  or  coloring  matters — and  that 
alcohol  and  ethers  have  a  special  affinity  for  fatty  matters, 
and  may  re-  spectively  serve  to  isolate  these,  and  also  wax 
and  the  resins. 

These  facts  being  established,  and  experiment  having  shown 
that  most  of  the  organic  principles  are  unalterable  at  100 
degrees,  the  following  method  is  proposed  to  separate  the 
organic  alkaloid  bases  [as  morphia,  strichnia,  brucia,  &c.] 
from  animal  matters : — 

Process. — Mix  the  matter  in  question  in  the  proportion  of 
12  to  the  100  of  its  weight  of  anhydrous  lime  or  barytes,  and 
rub  them  down  together  in  a  mortar ;  heat  to  perfect  dryness, 
but  not  to  exceed  100  degrees ;  treat  the  powdered  matter,  at 
least  three  times  successively,  with  anhydrous  boiling  al- 
cohol ;  and,  on  cooling,  filter. 

The  liquid  thus  obtained  is  almost  without  color ;  it  con- 
tains the  principle  or  principles  sought  for,  and  also  fatty  or 
resinous  matters  saluble  in  alcohol. 

Distil,  or  evaporate  slowly  by  alcohol,  and  treat  the  dry 
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and  cold  residuum  with  alcohol  so  as  to  remove  the  fiUtj 
matters.  If  the  principle  sought  for  is  insoluble  in  eUier  ^as 
morphia,  strichnia,  brucia],  it  remains  isolated  in  the  liqmdy 
and  can  be  separated  by  filtration  and  even  simple  decantation. 
If  it  be  soluble  in  ether,  then  the  principle  must  be  obtoined 
by  a  special  solvent  of  the  organic  bases,  as  for  example 
acetic  acid,  and  precipitate  the  base  finally  by  ammonia.  The 
chemist  in  charge  must  adapt  his  tests  to  the  supposed  sub- 
stance.   I  submit  only  the  general  method. 

I  have  mixed  with  100  grains  of  animal  matter  a  grain  or 
even  less  of  morphia,  strichnia,  and  brucia ;  and  operating  on 
the  mixture  in  tne  manner  described  above,  have  collected 
from  the  mixture  ponderable  portions  of  the  above  poisonous 
principles.  Again,  I  have  added  to  the  animal  matters  rough 
opium,  laudanum,  a  decoction  of  nux  vomica,  false  angusturm, 
&c.,  and  have  isolated  by  this  method  the  poisonous  princi- 
ple perfectly  pure. 

In  order  to  satisfy  myself  of  the  satisfactory  application  of 
it  to  legal  medicine,  I  have  poisoned  animals  with  the  small- 
est required  doses  of  opium,  morphia,  nux  vomica,  strichnia, 
false  angustura,  and  brucia,  and  it  was  always  possible  to  de- 
tect the  poison  in  the  contents  of  the  stomach  and  intestines, 
and  sometimes,  indeed,  in  the  oigans  to  which  it  had  been 
carried  by  absorption. 

In  a  special  experiment,  I  mixed  two  parts  and  a  half  of 
morphia  wrth  one  hundred  of  meat,  and  abandoned  the  com- 
pound to  putrefaction  for  two  months.  At  the  end  of  that 
time,  using  the  method  above  described,  I  discovered  a  nota- 
ble proportion  of  morphia. — Campiei  Rendusy  March  SI, 
1868. 

Phrenic  Nerve. — The  following  are  Luschka's  condusioiis 
respecting  this  nerve : — 

^  1.  I^e  phrenic  is  not  merely  a  motor  nerve,  bat  a  mixed 
nerve,  containing  sensory  filaments  distributed  to  the  pleura, 
pericardium,  and  the  peritoneum,  covering  the  diaphragm, 
and  on  the  anterior  wall  of  the  belly.  It  is  also  distribute  to 
the  coronar3r  and  suspensory  ligaments  of  the  liver. 

'*  2.  It  brin^  about  a  double  interchange  of  fibres  between 
the  sympathetic  and  spinal  nerves,  since  organic  nerve-fibres 
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go  to  it  from  the  inferior  and  occasionallj  the  middle  cervi- 
cal ganglion,  and  it  giyes,  by  its  abdominal  portion,  fibres  to 
the  solar  plexus. 

<*  3.  In  the  majority  of  jcases,  the  phrenic  arises  but  from 
one  cervical  nerve — the  fourth. 

'<  4.  The  diaphragmatic  branches  he  traces  to  the  tendinous 
center,  the  interior  vena  cava,  the  right  auricle,  and  the 
liver. 

*<  b.  In  its  course  over  the  pericardium  it  appears  to  be  en- 
dangered in  diseases  of  the  pleura  and  lungs,  especially  tuber- 
cular. Hence,  probably,  some  of  the  disturbances  of  respi- 
ration in  these  complaints. '' — British  and  Foreign  Medico- 
Chirurgieal  Review^  from  Sehmidfs  Jahrhueh.  iii.  1863. 

Raw  Meat  and  recent  Blood  as  Therapeuiic  Agents. — In 
the  diarrhoBa  of  young  children,  connected  with  anemi,  M. 
Trousseau  prescribes  raw  meat,  finely  chopped  and  slightly 
salted.  He  attributes  the  Medicinal  properties  of  raw  meat  to 
the  iron  and  man^mese  contained  in  the  fresh  blood.  The 
Presse  M^icale  Beige  says,  that  in  Belgium  it  is  a  common 
custom,  in  some  diseases,  to  drink  bullock's  blood  in  the 
morning  before  breakfast,  while  still  hot,  in  increasing  doses. 
Persons  suffering  from  haemoptysis,  and  exhausted  by  he- 
morrhage, are  said  to  rally  rapidly,  by  taking  every  morning 
half  a  'pint  of  blood  in  the  siauehter-house,  before  it  cools. 
It  is  said  that  children  take  the  bfood  readily,  but  that  adults 
loathe  it. — Assoeiation  Medical  Journal^  June  17,  1863. 

Administration  of  Ether  in  Capsules. — In  the  Journal  de 
M^decine  et  de  dhiruraie  Pratiques  for  April,  1863,  M. 
Olertan  of  Dijon,  states  that  he  has  for  some  time  been  ac- 
customed to  give  ether  in  capsules  in  nervous  affections. 
After  several  years  of  observation,  by  himself  and  others,  he 
concludes  that  ether,  when  introduced  in  {a  known  dose  pure, 
and  without  loss,  into  the  stomach,  has  an  effect  which  was 
totally  unknown  until  the  preparation  of  the  ether  pearls  ( per- 
les  d^Uher).  According  to  tne  old  plan,  the  ether  became 
partly  volatilized  before  passing  half-way  down  the  oesopha- 
gus ;  and  what  arrived  in  the  stomach  was  dissolved  in  water, 
and  in  a  state  favorable  to  rapid  and  sudden  volatilization. 
M.  Glertan  has  several  times  seen  neuralgia,  hemicrania,  and 
gastralgia  arrested  instantaneously  by  from  one  to  three  of 
these  capsules ;  while  ether  drau^ts,  and  ether  in  sjrrup,  had 
been  largely  given  without  any  effect. 
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The  editor  of  the  Union  Medicale  for  April  12,  in  noti- 
cing M.  Clertans  preparation,  states  that  the  ether  capsules 
are  already  employed  extensively  by  M.  Trousseau,  M.  Pi- 
ddux,  and  other  practitioners  in  Paris.  The  advantages  of 
the  capsules  are  : — 

1.  The  ether  can  be  administered  in  a  known  dose — each 
capsule  contains  four  or  five  drops. 

2.  The  capsules  are  inodorous  ;  so  that  ether  can,  without 
their  knowledge,  be  given  to  persons  to  whom  its  smell  is  re- 
pulsive. 

3.  The  capsules  permit  neither  evaporation  nor  decompo- 
sition of  the  ether;  they  may  be  kept  a  year  at  least,  or  inde- 
finitely, according  to  M.  Clertan. 

4.  The  ether  arrives  in  the  stomach  without  irritating  the 
membrane  of  the  mouth  or  pharynx,  or  producing  cough ; 
and  it  produces  its  sedative  action  by  its  radid  absorption. — 
Assoc.  Med.  Journ.  Sept.  2,  1853. 

Treatment  of  Compound  Fractures  by  Occlusion. — M. 
Trastour  details,  in  a  series  of  papers,  numerous  cases  of 
compound  fractures  he  had  witnessed  in  M •  Chassagnac's 
wara,  illustrative  of  the  favorable  results  that  have  followed 
their  treatment  by  "  occlusion. "  The  treatment  consists  in 
the  immediate  application  of  a  cuirass  of  adhesive  plaster, 
which  is  retained  in  situ  for  several  days,  all  surrounaing  iu- 
flammation  being  kept  down  by  leeching,  if  necessarv.  M . 
Trastour's  report  is  highly  favorable ;  under  this  plan,  the 
wound  far  more  rapidly  heals,  pain  and  traumatic  lever  are 
much  diminished,  as  is  the  chance  of  the  occurrence  of  ner- 
vous delirium,  tetanus,  erysipelas,  and  purulent  infection.  Id 
cases  in  which  it  may  be  doubtful  whether  amputation  will 
be  required,  it  enables  us  to  wait  with  safety  for  the  decisioD, 
and  brings  these  traumatic  cases  in  nearer  relation  to  the  ca- 
ses in  which  amputation  is  performed  for  disease,  and  in 
which  its  results  are  so  much  more  satisfactory.  Since  we 
have  adopted  this  practice,  M.  Chassaignac  never  amputates 
for  traumatic  injuries  of  the  fingers,  however  violent  the  in- 
jury may  have  been.  Even  when  reunion  docs  not  take 
place,  very  much  larger  and  better  stumps  result  from  leaving 
the  case  to  nature. — Half-Yearly  Abstract^  vol.  xvii.  from 
Archiv.  Gen.  vols.  29,  30,  and  Mid.  Chir.  Rev.  April,  1853. 

Early  Operation  for  Hare-Lip. — Andrew  Nolan  records 
[Dtth.Med.  PresSf  June  2,1853]  a  case  of  operation  for  single 
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hare-lip  on  an  infant  six  hours  after  birth.  The  child  did  not 
seem  to  suffer  very  much  after  the  operation  was  complete, 
and  took  drink,  apparently  without  suffering,  next  day.  The 
lower  needle  was  removed  in  sixty  hours,  and  the  upper  in 
seventy -two.     Union  was  perfect. 

Collodion  for  Erections  accompanying  Blenorrkagia,  By 
Dr.  DoRiNGER. — In  the  Med.  Central  Zeitung^  there  is  re- 
ported a  case  of  a  rather  curious  application  of  collodion  for 
f;onorrheal  erections,  and  the  result  was  such  as  we  would 
ike  to  see  borne  out  by  other  cases :  A  young  man,  aged  28, 
was  attacked  for  the  third  time  with  a  blenorrhagia,  which 
was  accompanied  by  such  severe  and  painful  erections,  that 
the  patient  could  hardly  stay  in  bed  for  an  hour.  After  hav- 
ving  tried  without  avail  both  camphor  and  narcotics.  Dr.  Do- 
ringer  ordered  cold  fomentations,  and  when  the  penis  had  re- 
sumed its  natural  size,  the  application  over  its  whole  extent, 
even  includinc^  its  prostatic  portion,  with  a  strong  coating  of 
collodion.  This  had  the  desired  effect,  for  from  that  mo- 
ment the  patient  had  no  erection,  and  saffered  only  from  a 
slight  scolaing  in  passing  urine.  What  proves  that  the  ame- 
lioration was  realty  due  to  the  means  employed  is,  that  on 
the  morrow,  the  collodion  being  taken  oft,  the  erections  re- 
turned, but  not  so  severely,  and  again  ceased  on  the  applica- 
tion of  a  fresh  coating  of  collodion. — Dttd.  Med.  Prcw,  June 
29,  1853. 

Vaccination  and  Smallpox ^  in  regard  to  the  Child-Bear^ 
ing  Womany  and  the  Fatus  in  Utero.  By  Richard  Mc 
Sherry,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  U.  S.  N. — Dr.  Steuart  mentioned 
a  case  to  me,  which  had  come  under  his  observation,  where 
a  woman,  eight  months  gone  with  child,  was  vaccinated  af- 
ter exposure  to  the  contagion  of  smallpox.  She  escaped  the 
disease,  but  her  child,  born  two  weeks  later,  was  covered 
with  the  confluent  form,  'and  died  within  an  hour  aft^  its 
birth. 

A  singularly  opposite  case  observed  by  Dr.  Hennen  (see 
affinities  and  prophylaxis  of  variola  in  the  January  (1862) 
No.  of  this  Journal)  is  casually  mentioned  by  Dr.  Dendy. 
**  A  woman  was  delivered  while  suffering  from  confluent  va- 
riola ;  the  infant  was  vaccinated  a  few  hour?  after  birth.  The 
mother  died  on  the  11th  day ;  the  infant  had  true  vaccine  and 
lived. "  There  is  no  uniformity  as  to  the  foetus  taking  or 
escaping  the  disease  in  the  mother ;  in  the  case  just  cited,  it 
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had  escaped  altogether,  or  possibly  during  ineubaiian  ;  the 
vaccine  aisease  superseded  the  slower  attack  of  the  variol&« 
The  late  Dr.  Smith,  of  this  city,  vaccine  agent  and  physi- 
cian, who  prabably  performed  more  vaccinations  than  any 
other  man  m  this  country,  assured  Dr.  Steuart  that  he  had 
repeatedly  inserted  vaccine  and  variolous  matters  in  the  same 
person  at  the  same  time,  and  that  the  cowpox  unif&rmlg  took 
first  possession,  and  entirely  superseded  tne  smallpox.  It  is 
by  no  means  uncommon  for  vaccination  to  exert  a  restraining 
influence  over  the  more  formidable  disease  when  practised 
durins  its  incubation,  some  interesting  cases  of  whicn  are  re- 
corded by  Dr.  Young  in  the  October  (1861)  No.  of  this  Joar* 
nal.  In  the  same  number,  a  case  is  recorded  by  Dr.  Gibbe, 
in  which  variolous  inoculation  was  practised  three  days  after 
a  doubtful  vaccination  (the  scab  was  several  years  old),  bat 
the  vaccination  held  its  vantage-ground,  ran  its  course,  and 
rendered  the  inoculation  abortive. 

The  foetus  does  not  take  necessarily  the  form  of  disease 
under  which  the  mother  labors;  it  may  take  the  disease 
through  her,  after  exposure,  while  she  escapes  entirely.  Dr. 
Mead,  it  appears,  was  of  opinion  that,  were  a  mother  passed 
through  an  attack  of  variola  without  aborting,  the  child  re- 
mained protected  through  life.  The  opinion  may  be  fanci* 
fill,  but  the  following  case,  related  by  Dr.  Storer,  to  the  Bos- 
ton Society  for  Medical  Improvement,  gives  it  some  snmort. 
Dr.  S.,  attended  a  lady  through  a  severe  attack  of  variola  in 
the  eighth  month  of  ^pregnancy.  He  dreaded  miscamage, 
which  did  not  occur.  live  weeks  and  four  days  from  me 
appearance  of  the  eruption  he  delivered  her  of  a  fine  healthy 
child,  upon  which  he  expected  to  find  some  marks  of  the  in- 
fection. It  was,  however,  perfectly  free  from  them.  He  af- 
terwards vaccinated  the  child  twice  with  perfect  virus,  not  yet 
dried  upon  the  quills,  but  both  times  unsuccssfully. 

Verairia  in  Acute  Articular  Rheumatism. — According  to 
the  Union  M^icale  for  April  S,  MM.  Trousseau  and  Fie- 
dagnel,  of  Paris,  have  for  some  time  employed  verairia  in  the 
treatment  of  acute  rheumatism.  Its  introduction  appears  to 
be  due  to  M.  Piedamel,  who  states  that,  from  the  observation 
of  numerous  cases  Doth  in  hospital  and  private  practioe,  he 
finds  that  rheumatism  is  in  this  way  generally  cured  in  seven 
or  eight  days.  He  administers  the  veratrin  in  the  form  of 
pills,  each  containing  five  milligrammes  [about  l-13th  of  a 
grain].    Of  these,  one  is  taken  on  the  first  day,  two  on  the 
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second,  three  on  the  third,  &C.9  np  to  the  sixth  day ;  it  is 
rarely  necessity  to  give  seven  pills.  When  the  general  and 
local  symptoms  have  abated,  wnich  generally  takes  place  on 
the  fourth,  fifth,  or  sixth  day,  the  dose  is  maintained  for  two 
or  three  days  at  the  point  at  which  it  had  arrived,  and  is  then 
gradually  decreased  daily,  as  the  symptoms  disappear ;  and 
when,  after  four,  five,  or  six  days  01  convalescence,  the  cure 
seems  perfect,  the  medicine  is  aiscontinued.^ 

If,  during  the  administration  of  this  medicine,  colic,  diarr- 
hoea,  or  vomiting  appear,  indicating  intolerance  of  the  medi- 
cine on  the  part  of  the  gastro-intestinal  mucous  membrane, 
no  larger  dose  must  be  given  than  can  be  taken  without  pro- 
ducing this  effect. 

A  great  recommendation  of  this  medicine,  according  to  M. 
Trousseau,  is  the  lownessof  its  price,  especially  as  compared 
with  that  of  the  dissulphate  of  quinia. 

The  following  is  an  outline  of  some  of  the  cases  treated  on 
this  plan  by  M.  Trousseau,  in  the  Hotel- Dieu. 

Case  1.  M.,  aged  17,  had  acute  articular  rheumatism, 
with  endocarditis*  All  the  joints  of  the  upper  and  lower 
limbs  were  affected.  Veratrin  was  administered,  and  the 
disease  liegan  to  be  subdued  in  three  days.  She  left  the  hos- 
pital four  weeks  after  admission;  having  remained  there  fif- 
teen days  after  the  disappearance  of  all  symptoms,  in  order 
that  the  permanency  of  the  cure  might  be  estaolished. 

Cass  2.  B.,  aeed  37,  a  day  laborer,  had  had  rheumatism 
several  times.  He  was  admitted  on  March  12, 1863,  with 
acute  articular  rheumatism  affecting  most  of  the  joints.  The 
heart  was  unaffected.  He  took  the  veratrin  in  the  manner 
described  above  until  March  22,  when  M.  Trousseau  discon- 
tinued it,  in  consequence  of  the  presence  of  gastro-intestinal 
disturbance.  The  next  day,  the  rheumatism,  which  had 
nearly  left  him,  began  to  return  in  several  of  the  joints. 
M.  Trousseau  then  ordered  four  pills  to  be  taken ;  after  which 
he  rapidly  recovered. 

Two  other  instances  are  related  of  acute  articular  rheuma- 
tism ;  in  these,  veratrin  was  employed  with  similarly  favora- 
ble results. — Assoc.  Med.  Joum.    Sept.  2, 1863. 

Paaisb  found  in  his  practice  the  foUowine  three  remedies  as 
reliable  for  severe  epistaxis,  viz. :  1.  DossOs  of  lint,  saturated 
with  alcohol,  put  into  the  nostrils,  after  the  patient  has  cleared 
them  and  cleansed  them  as  much  as  possible.  2.  The  blow- 
ing of  a  powder,  consisting  of  equal  parts  of  alum  and  gum 
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arable,  into  the  nostrils,  and  the  introduction  of  dossils  covered 
with  the  same  powder.  3.  The  filling  up  of  the  whole  cavity 
of  the  nostrils  with  clean  cotton. — Bulletin  de  Therap.,  Tom 
13. 

Dr.  Robert  I.  Graves  recommends  in  the  Dublin  Quar- 
ttrlyy  August,  1862,  a  saturated  solution  of  gutta  percha  in 
chloroform,  in  cutaneous  diseases.  Another  surrogate  of  col- 
lodion  is  recommended  by  Dr.  Wellez,  in  Beeche?s  Reperi., 
Vol.  VI.,  No.  3,  viz. :  A  soHution  of  shellac  in  hot  alcohol. 
He  assures  it  to  be  more  adhesive  than  collodion,  to  con- 
tract strongly  while  drying.  It  is  impermeable  by  air,  water 
or  oil,  does  not  irritate  the  skin,  and  is  cheaper  than  collo- 
dion. 

A.  Bechert  recommends  the  following  combination  as  a 
very  efficient  antidote  for  phosphorus :  1  part  magnesia  usta, 
8  parts  liquor  chlori,  and  7  parts  aaoa  distillata.  B.  admini- 
stered one  drachm  of  this  mixture  tor  one  grain  of  swallowed 
phosphorus  with  the  best  results — Archiv  Pharmaciey  Vol. 
67,  No.  3. 

In  the  Peter  Paul  Hospital  of  St.  Petersburg,  in  Russia, 
occurred  a  case  of  atrophy  of  the  heart,  where  the  organ  was 
only  two  and  one-halt  inches  long  and  two  inches  wide,  and 
the  pericardium  contained  one  pound  of  clear  serum.  The 
patient,  36  years  old,  had  died  oi  general  dropsy,  the  urine  con- 
taining a  considerable  amount  of  albumen,  while  the  kidneys 
were  found  normal. — Mediz.  Zeitung^  Russland'sy  1852, 
No.  27. 

Dr.  Heinricm  denies,  according  to  his  experience,  benefit 
being  derived  from  paracentesis,  where  there  is  considerable 
amount  of  exudation  in  the  pleura,  or  in  the  pericardium, 
but  convinced  himself,  in  such  conditions,oi  the  great  efficacy 
ofauinfus.  flor.  arnicae  witb  tartar  emetic. — Meaiz.  Zeitungy 
Russland^s,  1862,  No.  30. 

Dr.  Wolf,  in  Berlin,  had  for  several  years  the  most  satis- 
factory results  from  the  administration  of  the  portio  choparti, 
in  hemorrhage  of  the  lungs,  when  it  threatened  to  become 
dangerous.  One  or  two  tablespoonsful  are  taken  daily,  until 
the  hemorrhage  ceases.  The  portio  choparti  consists  c^  bal- 
sam co^via,  syrup  tolutani,  aqu.  menth.  and  alcohol  aa  5j ; 
aether  nit.  gtt  xvi.  M. — Anndlcn  des  ChariUy  Kranken- 
hauseSf  1862,  No.  2. 
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Prof.  Hetfeldbr,  in  ErIangen,^admiDistered  the  bichro- 
mate of  potassa  with  success  in  syphilitic  ulceration  of  the 
throat  and  swelling  of  the  bones.  He  gave  i  gr.  of  it  in  a  pill 
with  ex.  gentian,  commencing  with  one  pill  a  day,  and  in- 
creasing it  to  six  pills  per  diem.  The  treatment  lasted  on  the 
average  31  days,  during  which  period  100  pills  were  taken. — 
Deutche  Klinik,  1862,  No.  51. 

In  Acne  Lebacca,  Cazenave  had  better  results  from  the  fol- 
lowing mixture,  than  from  any  other  remedy :  1  part  of  amoli. 
pur.  cig.  to  500  parts  aqu.  tritici.  In  the  mdurated  form,  he 
advises  to  add  an  infus.  sal  viae.  In  syphilitic  cutaneous  di- 
seases, Cazenave  recommends  an  ointment  of  ungt.  hydr.  30 
Sarts,  calcaria  usta,  8  parts,  ammon.  mur.  dep.,  4  parts,  and 
.  sulph.  4  parts.  It  is  said  not  to  soil  the  linen,  nor  to  pro- 
duce ptyalism. — Annal.  de  Malad.  de  Capeau, 

Dr.  Laurenzi  cured  an  obstinate  (all  other  remedies  de- 
fying) neuralgia  facialis,  by  the  excision  of  apart  of  the  perous 
facialis.  The  same  operation  was  lately  performed  by  Pro- 
fessor Patruban,  in  Vienna,  with  the  same  happy  results. — 
//  Raccoglitore  Medicaj  1852,  June; 

Delfraysse  cured  is  chias  rapidly,  by  means  of  a  liniment 
of  essent.  terebentheant  3j,  and  tartar  emetic  3j,  which  dosis 
was  rubbed  into  the  painful  part  four  times  with  intervals  of 
an  hour. — Gaz.  des  Horpety  1852,  No.  6^. 

DucHENNE  observed  in  paralysis  from  bad  cases,  in  which 
the  last  phalanges  could  be  moved,  that  the  free  mobility  in 
the  first  phalanges  was  entirely  suspended. — Archiv.  Giner. 
de  Medic,  1852. 

[We  made  the  same  observation  in  a  case  which  presented 
itself  lately  to  us.  The  paralysis  in  the  right  hand  had  lasted 
eighteen  months ;  in  the  left  hand,  not  quite  six  months.] 

Dr.  C.  H.  Spoerer  endeavors  to  establish  camphor  as  a 
specific  in  erysipelas.  His  extensive  experience  in  the  St. 
Mary's  Hospital,  in  St.  Petersburg,  has  convinced  him  that 
this  remedy  has  no  less  effect  in  erysipelas,  than  the  prepara- 
tion of  Peruvian  bark  has  in  intermittent  fever,  and  not  only 
in  all  grades  of  exanthematic  erysipelas,  but  also  in  phlegma- 
nous  and  consecutive  pseudo  erysipelas,  after  surgical  opera- 
tions and  lesions.  Gastric  or  violent  cerebral  syniptoms  are 
by  no  means  contra  indications,  according  to  S.  Iji  the  lat- 
er, he  cautions  against  abstractions  of  blood,  and  internal  an- 
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tiphlogistic  remedies.  Also,  in  erysipelas  neonaUnun,  cam- 
phor  proved  beneficial,  with  a  bath  of  milk  or  soap-mis  at 
the  same  time.  The  same  good  effect  it  had  in  parotitisy 
which  is  connected  with  erysipelas  faciei.  S.  prescribes  in- 
temally  from  gr.  ^  to  2  gr.  every  two  hours,  while  externally 
the  parts  are  occasionally  washed  with  lukewarm  water,  and 
covered  with  linen.  In  pseudo  erysipelas,  after  lesions  and 
surgical  operations,  especially  in  gang^rene,  also  the  external 
ap^ication  of  camphor,  vinegar,  or  spirits  of  camphor  takes 
place,  according  to  circumstances,  with  an  infus.  amicae,  de- 
coc.  cart,  quercus,  xv.  S.  derived  no  benefit  from  prepara 
tions  of  lead  in  erysipelas;  they  proved  mostly  obnoxious. 
He  denies,  according  to  his  observations,  that  camphor  de- 
creases the  vitality  of  the  sexual  organs. — Mediz.  ZtUungj 
RusslatuPsy  1852,  No.  24. 

Ascites. — Dr.  Falcot,  recommends,  in  cases  of  ascites, 
when  the  stomach  is  irritable,  fomentations  with  decoction 
of  digitalis.  Two  ounces  of  digitalis  are  boiled  in  a  quart  of 
water  down  to  a  pint,  and  compresses  dipped  in  the  decoction 
are  laid  on  the  abdomen,  and  covered  with  oiled  silk.  The 
kidneys  are  soonpotoerfully  affected. 

Chlorosis. — Dr.  Aran  has  found  that  by  the  employment 
of  dry  stimulant  Jrictionsy  aided  by  good  regimen,  and  in 
some  cases  by  wine  lavements,  these  obstinate  cases  may  be 
very  satisfactorily  treated  when  iron  has  failed.  Either  flan- 
nel or  a  brush  may  be  used,  and  occasionally  a  stimulating 
fluid,  such  as  spirit  of  camphor,  or  some  ammonicalprepant- 
tion,  may  be  added  so  as  to  induce  rubefaction.  Tne  fric> 
tions  should  be  continued  for  flve  or  ten  minutes,  every  nidit 
and  morning,  being  chiefly  directed  alone  the  back  and  Umoa. 
In  a  few  days  a  marked  modification  of  all  the  functicHis  is 
produced.  In  some  in  which  progress  is  not  so  rapid,  vinooa 
enemata  are  of  great  service. 

Gonorrhaa. — M.  Alqni^  q^eaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  the 
jpreat  utility  of  the  tannate  of  zinc  [1  part  to  100  of  water]  in- 
jection, employed  night  and  morning,  in  gonorrhoea,  after  the 
acute  symfiioms  have  subsided. 

Perspirations  nocturnal. — M.  Delioux  has  emplojred  the 
tannate  of  quinine,  in  doses  of  6  to  8  grains  daily,  in  the 
sweats  or  phthisis,  and  in  other  diseases  attended  witii  dift- 
phoresis.  Pure  tannin,  appeared  in  some  cases  to  be  even 
more  powerfiil  than  the  tannate  of  quinine. 
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The  present  number  closes  the  fourteenth  volume  of  the  Wes- 
tern  Lancet.  It  does  not  become  us  to  speak  in  terms  of  eulogy 
of  our  labors  for  the  past  year  ;  but  we  nay  be  permitted  to  re- 
mark, that  it  has  been  our  constant  effort  to  supply  as  large  an 
amount,  both  original  and  selected,  of  valuable  matter  as  could 
be  obtained.  We  have  not  only  spread  before  our  readers  the 
best  original  matter  we  could  obtain,  but  have  also  made  copious 
■elections  from  Foreign  and  American  journals,  so  that  our  read- 
era  have  had  placed  before  them  a  fair  amount  of  the  current  me- 
dical literature  of  all  countries.  In  many  instances  we  have  at 
great  labor,  condensed  long  articles,  so  as  to  reduce  them  to  pro- 
per limits,  and  thus  give  the  largest  amount  of  matter  in  the  small- 
est space.  Wo  have,  also,  given  several  lengthy  translations 
from  the  French  and  Crennan,  which  possess  no  small  degree  of 
interest.  We  may  fondly  hope,  therefore,  that  if  our  readers  will 
turn  back  through  the  pages  of  the  Lancet^  they  will  find  in  the 
various  departments— original,  bibliographical,  selections  and  mis- 
cellaneous— at  least  a  compensation  for  the  price  of  the  work. 

The  qnestion  maybe  asked,  have  the  editors  received  due  com- 
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penBation  for  their  labors  ?  If  by  compensation  is  meant  money , 
we  answer,  no  ;  for  the  truth  is,  the  pecuniary  reward  received  by 
editors  of  medical  periodicals,  is  usually  an  ii^niUsimal  dose* 
Journalism,  like  medical  teaching,  is  somewhat  over -done — that  is, 
so  many  medical  periodicals  have  sprung  up  in  different  directions, 
that  the  patronage  has  become  generally,  yery  much  divided  ;  and, 
in  addition  to  this,  so  large  a  proportion  of  subscribers  fail  to  pay 
within  a  reasonable  time,  that  the  profits  on  journals  become  re- 
duced to  the  lowest  point.  Our  experience  in  journalism  has  now 
run  through  a  number  of  years,  and  we  are  forced  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that  medical  men  do  not  pay  promptly  for  their  joumala- 
The  general  result  is,  that  a  small  number  pay  in  advance  ;  ano- 
ther— perhaps  a  little  larger — ^pay  scatteringly  through  the  year  ; 
another  class  pay  at  the  close  of  the  year ;  while  a  very  large 
number  defer  payment  to  an  indefinite  period — one,  two,  three 
years,  and  so  on — ^whlle,  as  a  sequel,  a  considerable  proportion, 
TMver  pay. 

This  irregular  and  unreliable  mode  of  paying  subscriptions,  ren- 
ders publishing  not  only  unprofitable,  but  too  often  hazardous, 
and  frequently  involves  large  pecuniary  losses.  It  is  needless  to 
say,  that  this  habit  of  tardy  payment  is  radically  wrong;  and  that 
every  physician  should  feel  himself  morally  bound  to  make  prompt 
payment  for  medical  journals.  They  contribute  largely  to  the  suc- 
cess of  every  practitioner,  and  their  publication  involves  heavy 
pecuniary  outlays  ;  no  subscriber  is  justifiable  in  withholding  the 
small  sum  due  for  printing.  Let  each  one  of  our  subscribers  that 
may  be  in  arrears,  reflect  on  these  points,  and  govern  himself  ac- 
cordingly. 

We  are  gratified  to  say,  that  our  subscription  list  is  a  very  res- 
pectable one — the  largest,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  of  any  me- 
dical periodical  in  the  West.  For  this  appreciation  of  our  labors, 
we  feel  profoundly  gratified ;  and  in  return,  promise  for  the  future 
the  utmost  diligence  to  do  full  justice  to  our  readers.  It  will  be 
our  constant  desire  to  furnish  the  most  valuable  matter,  domestic 
and  foreign,  and  our  patrons  may  confidently  rely  on  the  pages  of 
the  Lancet,  duly  reflecting  the  current  medical  literatuie  of  the 
day.  It  will  be  our  special  object,  to  furnish  such  practical  mat- 
ter, as  will  meet  the  wants  of  the  general  practitioner. 

To  those  who  have  furnished  original  communications,  we  re- 
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turn  our  thanks,  and  respectfally  ask  them  to  favor  us  with  addi- 
tional papers.  Those  who  have  not  found  time  or  inclination  to 
write,  we  invite  to  our  pages^^and  promise  them  that  every  article 
will  meet  with  attention,  if  we  deem  it  adapted  to  the  wants  or  in- 
terests of  the  profession. 
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We  regret  to  learn  from  so  manj  sources,  that  our  Cicinnati 
brethren  are  still  perpetuating  the  strife  between  the  faculty  of  this 
College  and  their  rivals,  for  the  medical  control  of  the  chief  hos- 
pital of  that  city.  Still  more  humiliating  is  it  to  see  in  the  secu- 
lar papers,  the  details  of  the  conflict,  which  are  anything  but  re- 
putable to  the  parties  concerned,  and  must  be  disastrous  to  both 
the  College  and  Hospital,  no  less  than  to  the  profession.  Is  me- 
dical education  in  the  Queen-city  of  the  West  doomed  to  utter  ez' 
tinctton?  We  confess  that  such  are  the  present  indications,  un- 
lessSour  old  friends,  Dr.  Mussey  or  Dr.  Lawson  can  pour  oil  on  the 
troooled  waters. — New  York  Med,  Oaz, 

We  are  not  prepared  to  say  how  much  oil  Dr.  Mussey  may 
have  poured  on  the  troubled  waves  of  the  Medical  Ocean,  but  for 
ourselves  we  can  claim  a  most  anxious  desire,  and  a  direct  effort 
to  quiet  the  storm.  In  no  way  did  we  contribue  to  the  produc- 
tion of  the  difficulty*  but  at  the  very  first  meeting  offered  the  olive 
branch  to  those  concerned  in  the  affair,  and  urgently  besought 
them  to  harmony  and  good  will.  But  our  counsel  was  disregarded, 
and  the  result  has  been — what  we  clearly  foresaw — an  acrimoui- 
ous,  unprofessional  and  disgraceful  scene,  which  has  brought  on 
the  whole  profession  of  the  city,  a  deep  and  abiding  disgrace,  at 
home  and  abroad.  We  feel  deeply  humiliated  by  the  occurrence, 
and  our  participation  in  the  public  proceedings  was  in  self-de* 
ience,  and  reluctantly  entered  upon*  even  then. 

We  do  not  complain  of  any  person  for  advocating  a  change  of 
the  hospital  government,  for  this  is  a  mere  matter  of  opinion, 
about  which  the  fairest  and  best  disposed  persons  might  differ  ^ 
but  our  complaint  is  in  regard  to  the  time,  the  manner,  and  above 
all,  the  spirit  which  animated  the  controversy.  The  whole  com- 
bination of  circnmatances  waa  koMt  calculated  to  accomplish  the 
objects  proposed,  bat  best  adapted  to  do  the  largest  injury  to  me- 
dical schools  and  the  whole  profession. 
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Aemarh  an  Placenta   PrtBina}  with  cases.    By  Omorqm 

Waliceb,  M.  D. 

Not  deeming  it  advisable  to  enter  upon  a  lengthy  essay,  on 
the  subject  of  placenta  praevia  at  this  time,  inasmuch  as  the 
attention  of  the  profession  has  been  much  directed  to  the  sub- 
ject of  late  yearS)  and  the  books  abound  in  details ;  I  ahal  1 
content  myself  by  making  a  few  prefatory  remarks,  with  the 
subjoined  cases  i  believing^  that  facts  carefully  observed  and 
correctly  reported,  are  the  most  valuable,  if  not  the  only  genu* 
ine  contributions  to  science. 

The  most  striking  phenomena  which  characterize  this  lo- 
cation  of  the  vascular  reservoir  of  the  ovum,  are  the  soddea 
and  copious  AoocfiTijff,  during  the  latter  months  of  pregnancy ; 
and  hence,  the  subject  is  treated  of  by  authors  generally,  as 
simply  a  variety  of  uterine  hemorrhage. 

Flooding  from  this  condition,  may,  indeed,  be  brought  on 
in  the  same  manner,  and  by  the  same  exciting  causes,  as  other 
varieties  of  uterine  hemorrhage ;  but  it  is  also  excited  with  al* 
most  absolute  certainty,  without  Any  accident  whatever,  by 
the  mere  process  of  dilatation  of  the  cervix  uteri,  in  its  neces- 
sarv  developement,  during  the  latter  period  of  gestation. 

it  is  easy  to  understand,  that  when  the  placenta  is  planted 
over  the  cervix,  the  simple  enlargement  of  the  peripnery  of 
this  part,  must  occur  so  rapidly,  that  thf  attached  placenta 
cannot  extend  itself  to  a  sumcient  degree,  to  prevent  a  more 
or  less  extensive  separation  of  the  parts»  givin?  rise  to  what 
is  properly  denominated  ^'unavoidaole  hemorraage. " 

when,  therefore,  the  female  in  the  loiter  months  of  gesia* 
iionj  is  seized  wiht  flooding  suddenly y  and  without  any  appa- 
rent cause  to  excite  it,  it  becomes  the  physicians  dubr  to  in- 
vestigate the  case,  in  reference  to  this  unavoidable  hemorr* 
hage.  This  can  only  be  determined  by  the  touch.  When 
the  flow  is  only  moderate,  the  examiniCtion  may  be  delayed 
for  a  time,  and  the  ordinary  remedies  for  flooding  diligently 
applied,  especially  the  removal  of  every  description  of  either 
mental  or  corporeal  excitement,  with  strict  repose  in  a  recnm- 
bent  position.  If,  however,  the  floodings  are  frequent  and 
copious,  the  cause  must  at  once  be  enquired  into,  and  if  pos- 
sible, be  ascertained  by  a  careful  examination. 
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After  the  flooding  has  continued  for  some  time,  and  the 
woman's  strength  begins  to  be  reduced,  the  os  uteri  will  ge- 
nerally be  found  relaxed,  so  that  the  flnger  may  be  made  to 
pass  through  it;  and  if  the  placenta  is  attached  at  this  point, 
it  will  at  once  be  recognized — by  its  tough  fibrous  feel,  and  by 
its  irregular  spongy  surface. 

Its  toughness  will  distinguish  it  from  a  coagulum  of  blood, 
and  its  rugose  surface  from  the  membranes.  Should  the 
flooding  have  brought  on  the  uterine  contractions,  it  will  be 
observed,  that  the  rash  of  blood  is  simultaneous  with  the 
pains,  and  that  the  flow  subsides  during  the  interval ;  in  this 
particular  being  the  very  reverse,  of  other  varieties  of 
flooding. 

The  prognoiis  in  such  cases  must  always  be  unfavorable, 
unless  the  danger  is  averted  by  prompt  and  efficient  interfe-^ 
rence.  Still,  we  are  informed,  that  they  do  not  always  ter- 
minate fatally,  when  left  to  the  resources  of  nature.  But,  are 
we  to  understand,  when  authors  state  that  the  spontaneous 
termination  may  sometimes  be  fortunate,  that  the  children 
would  not  all  inevitably  be  lost  ? 

It  could  scarcely  be  expected,  that  in  such  labors  the  child 
would  be  expellea  alive,  so  that  the  fieivorable  result,  relates 
entirely  to  tne  mother.  The  infant  can  have  little  or  no 
chance  for  its  life,  except  the  skilftii  interposition  of  the  ac- 
coucheur. The  proffuosis  is,  therefore,  somewhat  difibrent, 
as  applied  to  the  mother  or  the  child,  when  the  case  is  left  to 
nature — ^to  the  former  it  is  extremely  hazardous,  and  to  ttie 
latter  it  points  only  to  a  fatal  issue.  When,  therefore,  it  is 
admitted,  that  the  safe^  of  the  mother  in  a  great  degree,  and 
that  of  the  child  entirely,  depends  upon  the  treatment,  it  be- 
comes highly  important,  that  the  means  of  relief  should  be 
appropriate,  and  promptly  administered. 

it  IS  generally  agreed  by  authors,  that  the  true  indication 
.in  these  cases,  is  the  delivery  of  the  child  by  the  assistance  of 
art.  And  this  indication  is  still  increased  as  the  pregnancy 
is  more  advanced,  and  there  is  some  prospect  of  preserving 
the  child.  I  will  ^uote  Velpeau's  statement  of  this  doctrine. 
He  says  ^*  the  termination  of  the  labor,  should  never,  under 
any  pretext,  be  left  to  the  powers  of  nature,  when  the  hemorr- 
hage is  incontestibly  occasioned,  by  the  insertion  of  the  pla- 
centa upon  the  os  uteri. '' 

As  to  the  manner  in  which  this  indication  is  to  be  carried 
out,  [NractitionerB  of  eminence  differ,  in  some  important  par- 
tienlan. 
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Simpson  and  several  others  are  satisfied,  bv  merely  detach- 
ing the  whole  surface  of  the  placenta,  and  trusting  to  the 
powers  of  the  woman,  perhaps  aided  by  ergot  to  terminate 
the  labor.  Churchill  says,  <^  In  these  cases  therefore,  when 
the  flooding  is  profuse,  and  the  dan^^er  imminent,  the  mem- 
branes seould  be  ruptured  by  the  finder,  or  a  female  catheter. 
Soon  afterwards,  we  find  the  pains  increase,  the  flooding  di- 
minish, and  the  labor  advance. "  He  further  declares,  that 
the  practice  is  very  successful,  and  in  support  of  the  declara- 
tion, goes  on  to  state  that  ^'  Dr.  Bigby  succeeded  by  it  in  64  ca- 
ses, without  having  occasion  to  turn  the  child.  Dr.  Merrimao 
in  30  cases.  Dr.  F.  Saimsbotham  in  23  out  of  25  cases. " 

There  are,  however,  some  apparently  insuperable  objec- 
tions, to  either  of  the  above  plans  of  treatment.  We  are  as- 
sured by  high  authoriry,  that  the  simple  detachment  of  the 
placenta,  will  generally  fail  to  arrest  the  hemorrhage.  In  re- 
ference to  perforating  the  membranes,  Dewees  assures  us, 
that  '*  when  they  are  pierced  and  the  waters  evacuated,  it  will 
very  rarely  stop  the  nemorrhage,  "  and  also,  that  <*  when  it 
does  not  do  this,  we  are  sure  to  have  the  difficulties  of  turn- 
ing increased.  "  From  this  reasonable  statement,  it  would 
seem,  that  the  practice  afibrds  but  little  encouragement  to  the 
mother,  while  it  is  plain  to  be  seen,  that  either  plan  must 
destroy  the  child.  Hence,  if  it  should  be  proper  under  any 
emergency,  this  could  only  take  place  before  the  child  is  visi- 
ble. What  are  we  to  infer  by  the  statement  of  Churchilly 
that  this  practice  is  successful.  Not  certainly,  that  by  it  the 
mothers  and  children  were  both  saved : — a  more  rational  in- 
terpretation of  the  experssion  is,  that  the  mothers  were  saved 
ana  the  children  lost.  It  is  scarcely  possible,  that  a  proce- 
dure, that  necessarily  cuts  off  for  several  hours,  or  perhaps 
days,  the  supply  of  nourishment  to  the  foetus,  could  be  re* 
sorted  to  without  destroying  its  life.  It  is  even  difficult  to 
suppose,  that  after  the  rupture  of  the  membranes,  any  sponta- 
neous delivery  could  take  place,  before  the  death  of  the 
foetus. 

When,  indeed,  the  practitioner  is  compelled  to  choose  be* 
tween  the  life  of  the  child  in  the  womb,  and  that  of  the  mo- 
ther, both  moral  philosophy  and  usage  have  established  the 
principle,  that  the  woman's  life  shouldhave  the  preference.  But 
no  system  of  ethics,  has  as  yet  decided,  that  even  the  infanfa 
life  should  be  sacrificed,  except  for  the  gravest  necessity^  and 
to  avert  still  greater  evil.  Hence,  it  is  an  exageration,  to  de» 
nominate  that  practice  successful,  that  inevitably  destroys  the 
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child,  provided  a  different  plan  would  afford  it  some  chance 
for  its  life,  without  increasms  the  danger  to  the  mother. 

It  is  true,  that  the  plan  of  rupturiug  the  membranes  and 
leaving  the  labor  to  the  powers  of^the  woman,  may  be  the  only 
practicable  course.  This  would  be  the  case,  when  the  he- 
morrhage was  alarming  the  os  uteri  firmly  contracted,  and 
the  woman  sinking.  But  even  then,  after  the  waters  are 
drained  off,  the  practitioner  should  resort  to  the  most  efficient 
means  to  relax  the  os  uteri ;  and  so  soon  as  it  was  sufficiently 
open,  he  should  avail  himself  of  the  earliest  opportunity,  to 
terminate  the  labor,  by  turning  and  delivering  the  child. 

The  practice  recommended  by  Velpeau,  Meigs,  and  many 
other  distinguished  accoucheurs,  consists  of  arresting  the 
flooding  by  the  tampon,  Quietness  and  other  suitable  reme- 
dies, until  the  mouth  of  tne  womb  is  sufficiently  relaxed,  to 
admit  the  hand  without  too  much  violence,  when  the  child  is 
to  be  delivered,  by  bringing  down  the  feet.  This  plan  fur- 
nishes to  the  woman  every  advantage,  since  evacuating  the 
uterus  and  securing  its  contraction,  is  the  only  reliable  re- 
medy for  the  flooding;  and  at  the  same  time,  tne  child,  un- 
der favorable  circumstances  may  be  saved.  Nevertheless, 
Churchill  says,  ^Hhere  is  danger  to  the  child,  in  proportion  to 
the  hemorrhage,  and  additional  danger  if  we  are  obliged  to 
turn.  "  How  is  the  danger  increased  ?  Indeed  it  is  difficult 
to  imagine,  how  the  danger  to  the  child  can  be  increased  by 
turning,  when  by  any  other  expedient,  its  death  is  certain ! ! 
This  remark  of  Churchill's,  appears  to  have  been  carelessly 
made,  and  is  not  supported  by  a  single  fact  or  argument,  and 
would  be  scarcely  worthy  of  notice,  were  it  not  made  by  such 
high  authoritv.  The  very  reverse  is  evidently  the  truth.  In- 
stead of  the  cTelivery  by  turning  increasing  the  danger  to  the 
child,  it  is  the  only  resource,  that  offers  it  the  least  prospect 
of  being  born  alive. 

In  these  cases,  when  the  hemorrhage  has  continued  for 
gome  time,  and  the  strength  of  the  woman  is  somewhat  redu- 
ced by  the  loss  of  blood,  the  os  uteri,  as  before  stated,  will 
generally  be  found  relaxed,  and  either  dilated  or  dilatable  ; 
and  consequently,  the  artificial  delivery  will  be  entirely  prac- 
ticable. 

The  woman  is  generally  rescued  by  any  of  the  plans  sug- 
gested, but  inasmuch  as  prompt  delivery,  is  our  only  resource 
to  save  the  child,  its  fate  becomes  the  paramount  considera- 
tion, in  the  accoucheur's  mind.  In  most  cases,  the  strength 
will  become  exhausted,  and  the  os  uteri  soft  and  dilatable, 
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long  before  the  membranes  rupture,  and  before  Ihe  life  of  the 
child  is  greatly  jeopardized. 

It  too  oflen  happens,  however,  that  the  woman  is  seized  by 
floodinc;  and  labor  pains, — ^the  friends  call  in  some  ignorant 
midwite,  who  blindly  tampers  with  the  case,  until  the  wo- 
man's system  is  so  much  drained  of  its  vital  fluid,  as  to  me- 
nace dissolution  before  the  physician  is  called  upon,  and  both 
mother  and  fcBtus  perish ;  as  illustrated  by  case  I.  Or  the  fe- 
male may  experience  more  or  less  extensive  floodings  in  the 
latter  months,  and  make  little  or  no  complaint  to  her  phyai 
cian,  until  the  system  is  greatly  reduced,  and  perhaps  the 
child  lost,  as  in  case  II. 

But,  all  things  being  favorable^  the  practitioner  is  sum- 
moned in  good  season ;  or,  he  may  perhaps,  find  the  system 
somewhat  reduced  by, the  loss  of  blood,  and  the  os  uteri  ei- 
ther open  or  relaxed,  so  that  the  hand  may  enter  it  without 
difficulty.  He  should  immediately  introduce  his  hand,  in  the 
direction  of  the  narrow  portion  of  the  placenta  when  this 
can  be  known,  but  otherwise,  by  detaching  this  mass  until  he 
reaches  the  membranes.  It  only  remains  for  him  to  pene- 
trate the  ovular  sac,  brin^  down  the  feet  and  deliver  the  child. 
When  this  is  effected  without  too  much  violence  or  delay, 
the  mother  and  child  are  both  rescued  from  tixe  impending 
daneer,  as  in  case  III.  At  the  worst,  the  chances  for  the 
child  are  nearly  equal  to  those  of  ordinary  cases  of  deliverj 
by  turning,  or  jpernaps  to  spontaneous  flooding  cases. 

The  plan  of  entering  the  hand  through  the  most  depending 
point  of  the  placenta,  is  scarcely  urged  by  any  one  at  present, 
since  it  would  be  next  to  impossible,  to  force  the  hand 
through  this  organ,  without  destroying  its  texture  to  a  dan- 
gerous extent,  and  also,  detaching  it  almost  entirely  from  the 
surface  of  the  utems,  besides  the  difficulty  of  drawing  the 
child  through  the  rent,  and  of  increasing  the  bulk  of  the  snool* 
dera  and  head,  by  the  placenta  embracing  these  parts,  and  thus 
adding  its  thickness  to  them,  and  coming  away  with  them  in 
the  form  of  a  collar.  Hence,  it  is  better  to  search  for  the  mar- 
in  of  the  placenta,  even  in  those  cases  where  it  is  central, 
y  detaching  a  portion  of  it  to  arrive  at  the  membranes. 

After  the  pains  and  flooding  have  continued  for  some  time, 
the  practitioner  will  have  no  difficulty  in  finding  the  narrow* 
side  of  the  placenta,  inasmuch  as  it  will  be  already  separa- 
ted, even  more  than  he  would  desire. 

The  method,  therefore,  of  prompt  delivery,  by  passing  the 
hand  through  the  os  uteri,  detaching  as  little  as  possible  of  the 
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placenta,  to.  arrive  at  the  membranes  of  the  ovum,  rapturing 
these  and  delivering  by  the  feet,  offers  more  advantages  in 
theory  than  anjr  other  method,  and  this  theory  is  fiil^  sup- 
ported by  experience.  The  benefits  to  the  mother  are  fully 
equal  to  those  of  any  other  plan,  whilst  it  is  the  only  course 
that  affords  the  child,  any  chance  for  its  life. 

Cass  1 .  Mrs. ^  a  German  woman,  supposing  herself 

8  or  8^  months  pregnant,  was  attacked  with  flooding  and  la- 
bor pains.  An  ignorant  German  midwife  was  called  in,  and 
remained  with  the  patient  for  about  four  days,  during  which 
time  the  pains  and  hemorrhage  continued,  until  by  deerees, 
the  system  being  so  extensively  deprived  of  its  vital  fluid,  be- 
came greatly  prostrated.  At  this  period  Dr.  C.  S.  Weever, 
a  practitioner  of  much  intelligence,  being  sent  for,  discovered 
the  presence  of  the  placental  mass  at  the  os  tincse,  the  flood- 
ing still  going  on — pains  almost  suspended.  Dr.  Weever 
had  me  immediately  called  in  consultation,  when  the  follow- 
ing symptoms  were  observed.  Patient  almost  bloodless — 
surface  and  extremeties  cold — puhe  not  percej^ible  at  the 
wristf  and  feeble  uterine  contractions,  with  flooding. 

The  examination  by  touch,  revealed  the  existence  of  a  gra- 
nular fibrous  mass  within  the  mouth  of  the  uteras,  which 
from  its  firmness,  (it  being  impossible  to  detach  a'portion  of 
it  with  the  finger)  was  recomized  as  the  placenta.  On  each 
recurrence  of  pain,  this  boay  was  drawn  towards  the  right 
side  of  the  uterus,  and  the  membranes  were  readily  felt  at  the 
edge  of  the  orifice  on  the  left.  We  agreed,  that  inasmuch  as 
the  OS  uteri  was  somewhat  open  and  relaxed,  immediate  de- 
livery by  the  feet  was  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued, 
though  Dr.  Weever  was  apprenensive,  that  the  patient  might 
die  dnring  the  manipulations. 

The  hand  was  immediately  passed  into  the  uteras,  to  the 
left,  in  the  direction  of  the  membranes,  the  placenta  being 
left  attached  to  the  rieht  side  of  the  cervix ; — the  sac  was 
ruptured,  the  feet  seizea  and  brought  down,  and  the  delivery 
effected.  The  secundines  came  away  without  difficulty. 
The  time  occupied  in  the  delivery  did  not  exceed  ten  mi- 
nutes. The  child  proved  to  be  dead,  with  evident  signs  of 
putrefaction ;  the  cuticle  being  loose.  It  had  probably  ceased 
to  live,  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  pain  and  flood- 
ing. The  woman's  energies  did  not  rally,  and  she  died 
from  the  exhaustion,  two  days  after  delivery ;  no  other  unto- 
ward circumstance  occurring  to  account  for  the  death. 

Cask  2.  Mrs.  K— — »,  mother  of  several  children,  about  40 
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years  of  age,  of  delicate  habit,  was  seized  with  labor  pains, 
on  the  morning  of  July  4th,  1863.  Professor  Bray  was 
called  to  attend  the  patient  about  9  o'clock  A.  M.  She  had 
been  subject  to  slight  hemorrhages  for  several  months,  but 
not  sufficient  in  amount  to  cause  alarm,  and  they  were  gene- 
rally arrested,  by  quietness  and  mild  remedies.  The  symp- 
toms not  being  urgent.  Dr.  B.  left  the  patient,  having  prescri- 
bed to  meet  the  condition.  He  was  summoned  in  haste  in 
the  evening,  and  found  the  patient  flooding  profusely,  the 
uterine  contractions  still  being  moderate.  On  examination. 
Dr.  B.  was  convinced  of  the  presentation  of  the  placenta. 
By  his  direction,  I  was  called  in,  to  assist  in  the  management 
of  the  case.  On  resorting  to  the  touch,  the  os  uteri  was 
found  dilated  to  the  size  of  a  dollar,  and  rather  rigid — ^the  va- 
gina was  filled  by  a  large  coasulum.  The  placenta  was  dis- 
covered to  be  attached  to  the  left  side  of  the  cervix,  extending 
entirely  across  the  open  orifice  of  the  os  uteri ;  the  edge  of 
the  vascular  mass  being  quite  perceptible  on  the  right.  The 
patient  was  much  reduced  from  loss  of  blood. 

Immediate  delivery  by  turning  was  agreed  upon.  The 
hand  was  passed  through  the  os  uteri  with  some  difficulty ; 
the  child  was  found  to  present  the  head,  in  the  right  occipiio- 
pubic  position.  The  left  foot  was  secured  and  brought  down, 
and  the  delivery  completed  in  half  an  hour.  The  nead  was 
retained  for  some  time,  probably  from  the  neck  and  head  be- 
ing firmly  embraced,  by  the  rigid  os  uteri.  The  child  was 
apparently  at  term,  ana  asphyxied.  The  pulsations  of  its 
heart  and  arteries  were  maintained  to  some  extent,  for  nearly 
an  hour,  by  the  means  used  for  resuscitation,  including  infla- 
tion of  the  lungs.  Natural  respiration,  however,  could  not  be 
established.  The  woman,  although  much  exhausted  for  se- 
veral days,  gradually  recovered. 

Case  3.  Mrs. ,  aet  about  43,  the  mother  of  several 

children,  of  good  constitution,  was  apparently  taken  in  labor, 
about  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  of  July  6th,  1863.  A  female  mid- 
wife was  in  attendance  until  about  4  o'clock,  when  Professor 
Byford  was  summoned  to  attend  the  case.  The  midwife  re- 
ported, that  the  after  birth  was  comine  first ;  which  was  veri- 
fied on  examination  by  the  doctor.  He  then  requested  me 
to  associate  myself  with  him  in  the  case.  On  examination  per 
vaginum,  the  os  uteri  was  found  dilated  to  the  size  of  a  dol- 
lar, soft  and  dilatable.  The  patient  was  about  the  latter  end 
of  the  eighth  month  of  gestation :  considerable  flooding.  The 
placena  extended  half  across  the  orifice  of  the  uterus.    De- 
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livery  by  turning  was  agreed  upon.  The  hand  was  readily 
introduced  into  the  uterus,  the  membranes  were  ruptured  on 
the  right,  (the  placenta  being  attached  to  the  left  of  the  cer- 
vix) the  child's  right  foot  was  grasped  and  brought  down,  and 
the  child  easily  delivered,  by  the  right  anterior  portion  of  the 
breech.  The  infant  soon  commenced  breathing,  and  the 
mother  and  child  both  survived,  without  suffering  any  further 
accident. 


Homaopathic  Pharmacy  Demonstrated.    By  H.   B.  Mns- 

GRATE,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati  Ohio. 

To  understand  homoeopathy,  it  is  as  necessary  to  understand 
the  mode  of  preparing  the  medicines,  in  this  as  any  other 
practice  of  medicine,  and  even  more  so,  for  this  is  the  ^'pathy" 
which  makes  loudest  pretentions  of  having  specifics. 

The  table  No.  l,is  on  the  plan  of  Hahnemann  and  it  is  the 
one  now  admitted  by  the  practicing  homoeopathists,  some- 
times called  the  centigrade  potentization. 

Probably  it  may  be  as  clearly  and  fairly  expressed  in  B.  F. 
Joslin's  Address  llefore  the  New  York  Homoeopathic  Society, 
March  9th,  1847.     He  says:— 

^^Believing  that  theoretical  objections  prevent  many  from 
testing  Hahneman's  potencies,  I  shall  attempt  to  give  a  theory 
of  Potentization.  My  view  expressed  in  the  most  general 
terms,  is  that  Hahnemann's  process  developes  the  power  of  a 
drug  by  afiectinga  comminution,  and  in  no  other  way.  This 
is  the  whole  secret  o^  that  incredible  power  which  experience 
proves  his  preparation  to  possess.  Trituration  and  mixture 
with  saccharum  lactis  promote  this  development  just  so  far  as 
they  promote  comminution  and  no  farther.  The  successive 
steps  of  centigrade  dilation  promotes  this,  by  subjecting  every 
particle  of  the  medicinal  suostance  to  the  mechanical  tearing- 
asunder  operation  of  the  non-medicinal  one. 

^'  One  man  can  by  Hahnemann's  process,  in  a  single  day 
effect  a  greater  comminution  of  a  substance,  than  could  have 
been  effected  in  a  direct  mixture  and  trituration,  by  the  com- 
bined labor  of  the  whole  human  race,  continually  operating 
since  the  creation  of  Adam. 

^*  The  labor  that  built  the  p3rrimid8  is  nothing  compared  to 
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that  of  preparing  even  the  eighteenth  potence  by  such  a  pro- 
cess.  That  is,  by  thoroughly  triturating  one  grain  with  a  sex- 
tillion  of  grains.  To  triturate  one  grain  of  medicinal  powder 
with  ninety-nine  grains  of  a  hard  inert  powder  effects  not 
merely  a  wider  separation  of  its  original  component  masses, 
but  a  division  of  those  masses^  and  a  division  more  minute 
than  would  be  practicable  by  any  amount  of  trituration  of  the 
medicinal  powder  per  se.  In  subjecting  one  grain  of  the  re- 
sulting powder  to  a  similar  operation  with  ninety-nine  grains 
of  saccharum  lactis  in  order  to  obtain  the  second  trituration, 
we  render  the  group  of  medicinal  molecules  still  smaller  thao 
in  the  first  trituration.  In  forming  still  higher  triturations,  a 
reduction  in  size  of  the  groups  of  medicinal  molecules  must 
be  effected  by  each  successive  operation." 

Now,  here  we  have  Hahnemann's  mode  of  preparing  medi- 
cine, but  a  different  theory  of  potentization.  He  contended 
that  the  power  of  the  person  that  shook  the  vials,  or  pulve- 
rized the  medicine,  passed  from  the  individual  into  the  medi- 
cine, which  he  termed  spiritual  or  dynamic  power,  and  he 
found  it  necessary  to  limit  the  shaking  and  pestling,  or  the 
medicine  would  liecome  too  powerfull. 

In  this  age  ofsteam-power,  and  by  which  medicines  are  pre- 
pared, this  theory  had  to  be  abandoned,  for  if  it  were  true 
that  the  power  of  an  engine  was  imparted  to  the  medicine  in 
grinding  and  mixing,  it  might  do  great  damage.  Therefore  the 
theory  of  comminution  was  adopted.  Mr.  Joslin  says,  **to 
break  a  body  into  fragments  increases  its  surface.  This  aug- 
ments with  every  succeeding  fracture.  A  pebbly  of  a  gram 
weight  has  an  immense  surface,  when  reduced  to  an  impal- 
pable powder  by  simple  friction  in  a  mortar. 

'<  But  were  it  converted  into  some  of  the  high  and  incon- 
ceivably fine  preparations  by  Hahneman's  process,  the  stony 
surface  alone,  independently  of  the  sugar,  might  exceed  the 
surface  of  the  globe  we  inhabit." 

This  position  contains  a  truism  and  an  impossibility.  1st, 
It  is  true  that  breaking  a  body  into  fragments  increases  its  sur- 
face, but  only  about  one-third  at  each  simple  division.  2nd, 
It  is  not  true  or  even  probable  that  a  ^in  of  medicine  mixed 
in  the  manner  proposed  would  divide  into  more  than  one  hun- 
dred million  parts  or  the  4th  potency,  for  when  a  grain  of 
this  mixture  is  mixed  with  ninety-nine  grains  of  fredi  sugar 
of  coarser  particles,  it  would  be  shielded  in  the  angular  spa- 
ces until  the  particles  of  sugar  were  broken  as  fine  as  the 
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medicine,  and  this    practically  would  be   the   ultimatum* 

Here  practically  we  have  only  the  fourth  potency  or  one 
grain  mixed  with  fourteen  hogsheads  of  sugar. 

Well  might  he  say  if  it  were  converted  into  the  high  pre-* 
parations  of  Hahneman,  the  nurfaet  of  a  grain  would  exceed 
the  surface  of  this  dobe,  because  it  takes  a  lump  of  sugar  ten 
times  as  large  as  the  elobe  to  convert  it  into  the  fifteenth  po- 
tency, and  it  the  particles  were  equally  distributed  through 
the  mass,  a  particle  to  each  grain,  it  would  exceed  the  surface 
many  million  times. 

Now  we  have  gone  as  far  as  the  bounds  of  practicability, 
we  will  make  some  mathematical  calculations,  that  we  may 
comprehend  the  quantity  of  the  different  potencies,  and  the 
mass  of  sugar  to  prepare  them.    (See  table  No.  1.) 

The  first  potency  takes  one  ^in  of  the  medicine,  and 
ninety-nine  grains  of  suear,  making  of  the  mixture  one  hun* 
dr^  grains,  represented  mus,  t^if  the  numerator  representing 
the  medicine,  and  the  denominator  the  mass. 

The  second  potency  requires  one  hundred  times  the  first 
and  so  on  in  geometrical  progression,  applicable  to  the  sugar 
only,  there  being  only  one  grain  of  the  medicine  in  the  whole 
series.  This  potency  requires  about  one  pound  and  a  half 
(lb.  1*428).  The  third,  one  hundred  ana  forty-two  pounds. 
The  fourth,fourteen  hogsheads  (of  one  thousand  pounds  each.) 
The  fifth,  one  thousana  four  hundred  hogsheads.  The  sixth, 
one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  hogsheads.  The  seventh, 
fourteen  million  hogsheads,  which  is  about  the  product  of  the 
United  States  in  fourteen  years.  The  eighth,  requires  the 
product  of  fourteen  hundred  years.  The  ninth,  one  hundred 
and  forty  thousand  years.  The  tenth  fourteen  million  yeara. 
The  eleventh,  one  thousand  four  hundred  million  years. 
The  twelfth  would  take  a  mass  about  as  large  as  the  planet 
Vesta.  The  thirteenth,  about  the  size  of  Juno.  The  four- 
teenth, a  mass  as  large  as  Vesta,  Juno,  Ceres,  Pallas,  Moon 
and  Murcury.    The  Earth,   Mars  and  Venus,  and  all  the 

S previous  mentioned  planets,  will  not  make  a  mass  sufficient 
or  the  fifteenth  potency.  The  sixteenth  potency  requires  a 
mass  about  as  large  as  Saturn.  The  seventh  potency  requires 
a  mass  laiger  than  all  the  thirteen  planets  named,  added  to- 
gether. The  eighteenth  potency  requires  a  mass  seven  times 
as  large  as  the  sun  and  all  ^  her  planets.  This  is  called  the 
sextiluonth  potency  or  division  oi  the  medicine,  and  takes  one 
figure  more  than  compute  the  grains  in  the  sun  and  alt  her 
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plaQets.    Hahnemann's  ^atest  power  was  the  decillionthor 
thirtieth  potency,  or  a  unit  with  sixty  cyphers  annexed.* 

(See  table  No.  2).     The  San  is  a  mass  the  mind  cannot* 
comprehend  without  comparing  it  with  other  bodies.     Its 
diameter  is  about  nine  hundred  thousand  miles,  and  contains 
a  volume  of  matter  equal  to  about  one  million  and  a  half  of 
globes  the  size  of  our  earth. 

Suppose  it  were  a  hollow  sphere,  and  we  place  the  earth 
and  moon  and  Herschell,  which  is  eighty  one  times  larser 
than  this  earth,  and  La  Verrier  ninety  times  lar^r  than  this 
earth,  Saturn  eleven  hundred  times  larger  than  this  earth,  and 
Jupiter  about  thirteen  hundred  times  larger  than  this  earth, 
all  in  its  interior.  They  could  all  revolve  in  orbits  and  never 
be  nearer  each  other  than  the  moon  to  our  earth,  which  is 
two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  miles. 

We  have  now  reached  the  eighteenth  potency  and  all  the 
solar  system  is  absorbed.  If  we  wish  to  calculate  the  mass 
that  it  would  require  for  the  thirtieth  potency,  multiply  the 
total  number  of  grains  in  the  solar  system,  (one  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  quintillions,^  by  the  number  of  mins  in  the 
planet  Vesta,  (four  quadrillions)  and  the  product  will  be 
about  half  enough  to  mix  one  grain  to  the  thirtieth  potency. 

The  probabilities  are,  that  we  are  using  sugar  containii^ 
more  arsenic  from  the  poisoning  of  rats  than  is  in  the  sixth 
potency* 

If  a  rat  had  been  poisoned  with  arsenic,  on  a  sugar  planta- 
tion, fifty  years  ago,  and  there  has  been  annually  fourteen 
hogsheads  of  sugar  produced,  and  it  receives  annually  one  hun- 
dredth part  of  a  grain  of  arsenic,  it  has  been  and  will  be  for 
fifty  years  to  come,  all  of  the  fifth  potency;  therefore  there  is 
not  much  doubt  that  all  the  sugar  used  is  at  least  of  the  fifth 
potency  of  arsenic. 

But  no  fears  need  be  entertained  on  that  score,  for  each  of 
us  would  have  to  swallow  one  hundred  hoesheads,  to  get  the 
fourteenth  part  of  a  grain  of  arsenic,  which  is  a  safe  dose  to 
give  in  common  practice.  Su^r  honestly  prepared  to  the 
tourth  potency  would  not  be  injured  as  an  article  of  food,  as 
domestically  used,  and  even  the  third  might  be  used  without 
any  deleterious  effect. 

*  Homoeopatiiists  um  the  Enslish  notation,  that  is  a  million  inTolTsd  to  tbe 
t«nth  power,  or  a  unit  with  sixty  cyphen  annexed,  make  adecillion.  Aceonl^ 
iog  to  the  French  notation  a  thousand  inTolved  to  th«  eleventh  power,  or  a 
unit  with  thirty-three  cyphers  annexed  make  a  decUlion. 
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The  preparation  in  liquid  form  is  the  most  certain  to  be  of 
equal  dilution  or  to  have  the  medicine  most  equally  distribu- 
te through  all  parts  of  it.  But  to  prepare  the  dilutions  as 
Hahnemann,  (which  is  to  bring  it  to  tne  third  or  fourth  tritura^ 
tion  with  sugar,  and  then  commence  with  a  grain  in  ninety- 
nine  drops  01  water,  and  shake,  then  take  one  drop  of  this  last 
mixture  and  mix  with  ninety-nine  more  drops  of  water  and 
shake  as  before,  and  so  on  for  each  potency,)  will  be  very  un- 
certain, because  if  we  take  any  meaicine  either  soluble  or  in- 
soluble, and  triturate  with  sugar  to  the  third  potency,  and 
take  one  grain  of  this  mass,  the  chances  are  one  hundred 
a^inst,  to  one  in  favor  of  there  being  one  particle  of  the  medi- 
cine in  the  grain  selected;  hence  homceopathists  have  con- 
cluded that  any  medicine  of  the  second  or  tnird  trituration  was 
soluble. 

All  the  water  flowing  in  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers 
from  Pittsburgh  and  St.  Louis,  must  be  at  least,  of  the  twelfth 
potency  of  arsenic,  from  the  poisoning  of  rats  in  those  cities. 
Vet  it  takes  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  hogsheads  of 
arsenic  thrown  into  the  rivers  annually  to  make  the  water  of 
the  fourth  potency,  which  still  will  not  be  deleterious.  If 
any  more  tnan  this  quantity  should  be  thrown  in,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  cities  using  the  river  water  will  undoubtedly  be  ap- 
prised of  it. 

Suppose  the  waters  surrounding  this  globe  make  up  one 
thousandth  of  itsmass,  there  then  would  bejust  enough  water  in 
all  the  oceans,  lakes,  rivers  and  atmosphere  belonging  to  it,  to 
prepare  one  ^rain  to  the  thirteenth  potency. 

Now,  it  IS  a  fact  that  homoeopathic  preparations  when 
carried  above  the  fourth  or  fifth  potency,  must  be  calculated 
mathematically,  because  practically  they  cannot  be  carried 
farther;  and  therefore  it  will  not  be  expected  here  to  discuss 
homoeopathic  therapeutics,  or  cast  any  reflection  on  yourun^- 
derstanaing,  by  speaking  of  the  success  of  those  ^jfuro/ive  po- 
iencitSf  in  removing  diseases. 


1st  Poteney,  4                  Sugar  gr.  100 

2d  wk                       lb.  1-428 

3d  lo^                        lbs.  142 

4th  ipooooooo                      hhds.  14 

5th  10000000000                                                 1,400 

6th  msmm                     140,000 

7th  iooooooL»ooo»                14,000,000 

8th  vMMuooMiodiMM                  YetTS,  1,400 

9th  ioiffiiooaMeei^                   140,000 

10th  iMMdMMMMMMoM                    14,000,000 

11th  mmssmsmsm         1,400,000,000 

12th  msmssBBsssssssmssso                   Vesta. 

13th  msmmmmmsm                  Jano. 

l^lil  10000000000000000000000000000            mmb  tad  Ifnwr. 

lotii  lOOOOOOOOOQOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOeO                   *^      tadVau^ 

loth  loooooooooooooooooooooouooooooooo                  Saturn* 

17th  10000000000000000000000000000000000  &11  the  PlaftetS. 

18th 
19th 

20th  11 

21st  lObOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOQOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

22d  looWwtWWOIWMowiw^^ 

2ad  lOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

24th  loooooooooooooooooboooododooodoboooooooooooooQooo 

25th  lOOOOOOOOOOOOOQQOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOQOOOOQOOOOOOOOOOOdO 

20th  10UWOOOOOOOODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOQOOOQQOOOU0999il 

27th  lOboOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOIOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOQOOOOdOOiM 

28th  loooooooooobooooooobooobodooodbboooiDdQooodooobd^ 

2"th  looodbooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooow 

*^Uth  looooooooooooooooooooooooeiwoowaioooooooooooiwoi^^ 


lOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOUOOOOOOOOQOOOOOQM  8oUrsy«tMB. 
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It  is  a  general  law  that  the  planets  decreasing  in  density,  as 
their  distance  from  the  sun  increases.  According  to  re- 
cent experiments,  the  mean  density  of  the  earth  is  five,  and 
forty  four  hundredths  greater  than  water,  |[6*44].  By  placing 
the  mean  density  at  five,  it  gives  a  specific  gravity  oi  three 
hundred  pounds  per  cubic  Toot ;  and  supposing  this  earth 
would  cube  seven  thousand  miles,  it  eives  m  round  numbers 
one  hundred  thousand  quadrillions  of  grains,  or  a  unit  with 
twenty-nine  cyphers.  Taking  the  density  of  the  earth  as  a 
mean  for  all  our  solar  system,  the  following  table  will 
show  the  amount  in  grains  of  each  planetary  body  and  their 
total  magitude. 
.  Planet.  Grains. 

Sun, 140,584.416495,000,000,000,000,000,000,000.000 

Jupite-, 128.981,000,000,000,000,000,000.000,000,000 

Sttarn. 1 10.054/)00,000.000,000,000,000,000,000,000 

Le  Yerricr  or  Neptune, 9,000,000,000  000,000,000,000,000,000.000 

Henehell  or  Uraaat. 8,157,090,000,000,000.000,000,000,000,000 

Earth, 100,000,000,000,000,000,000,000.000.000 

Venus, 88.974,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 

Mars 15,123,000.000,000,000,000,000,000.000 

Mercury, •  • . .  5,339,000,000,000.000.000,000,000,000 

Moon • .  .2,000.000.000.000.000,000,000.000,000 

Pallas 1,669.000,000.000,000.000.000  000,000 

Ceres, 796,000,000,000,000,000.000,000,000 

Juno, 543.000,000,000,000.000,000,000,000 

Veata 4.000,000,000,000,000,000/)00.000 

Total, MOMS^^ 


Arsenic  in  Intermittent  Fever.    By  Jambs  Lamb,  M.  D,. 

Milton,  O. 

I  ha\re  found  the  following  formula  very  effectual  in  the  ^ 
treatment  of  diseases,  assuming  a  periodical  type.  It  is  ele- 
gant, easily  and  readily  taken  by  cnildren,  and  can  be  safely 
administered  by  the  non-professional,  which  is  important  to 
the  practitioner  when  he  wishes  to  prescribe  so  potent  a  re- 
medy: 

Vi  Liquor  potasse  arsenitis  3|. 
Spts.  lavandulac  comp.  3]. 
Tinctura  opii.  3ss. 

Aqua  cinnamoni  Jiij* 

Misce.  dose  3j*  every  three  hours  during  the  apyrexia. 
Previous  to  its  administration,  it  is  necessary  to  correct  the 
VOL.  XIV— 46. 
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•ecreUonfl,  IhU  no  more  necesaarjr  thaa  in  the  adminiftntioo 
of  any  other  antiperiodic. 

It  18  superior  to  the  uncombined  liqoor  arsemcalist  in  being 
more  dilute,  consequently  safer  for  general  use,  and  in  being 
less  likely  to  irritate  the  stomach,  on  account  of  the  sedative 
influence  of  the  opinm»  and  the  cordial  and  stimnlaling  actioa 
of  the  aromatic^. 


An  Unusual  Case  of  Strangulated  Hernia^  relieved  iy  file 
Operation  ofGastrotomy.    By  Thomas  Wood,  M.  D. 

On  Thursdar  the  10th  inst.,  I  was  called,  in  company 
with  my  friend  Dr.  J.  P.  Walker,  to  see  Miller,  a  colored 
man,  55  years  of  age,  who  had  been  troubled  with  a  scrotal 
hernia  of  the  left  side  for  a  number  of  years.  He  had^  three 
days  previous  to  our  visit,  come  to  the  city  on  a  steam  boat, 
on  which  he  had  been  employed.  He  gave  the  following 
history  of  his  case.  He  was  in  the  habit  of  wearing  a  tmsat 
but  one  week  before  we  saw  him*  the  bowel  had  passed  bj 
the  truss  into  the  scrotum,  and  on  attempting  to  return  it,  to 
experienced  considerable  pain  and  difficulty  m  accomplishing 
his  object.  After  a  time,  however,  he  succeeded  in  returning 
the  hernial  tumor  into  the  abdomen.  No  motion  of  hie 
bowels  had  occurred  since  the  accident,  although  he  had 
taken  large  doses  of  the  most  drastic  purgatives,  and  had,  re- 
peatedly, had  the  rectum  injected  with  cathartic  enemas.  He 
nad  suffered  with  severe  pain  in  the  umbilical  region,  and 
had  vomited  up  all  that  he  swallowed,  both  solid  imd  fluid, 
during  the  past  week. 

We  found  him  with  a  feeble  pulse,  shrunken  and  anxious 

^  countenance,  with  a  cold  perspiration  on  the  surface ;  and  at 

intervals  of  about  half  an  hour,  he  was  vomiting  stercorace- 

ous  matter,  at  the  same  time  complaining  of  a  "twisting^ 

Sin  at  the  navel.  By  a  minute  and  careful  examination  of 
e  abdominal  rings,  both  external  and  internal,  no  obstruc- 
tion or  hernial  tumor  could  be  found  in  them.  The  abdomi- 
nal muscles  were  relaxed  and  soft,  and  the  bowels  not  at  all 
distended,  as  he  had  for  several  days  emptied  them  by  the 
mouth. 

The  fineer  could  be  readily  {Missed  from  the  bottom  of  the 
scrotum,  through  the  external  ring — inguinal  canal — ^and  into 
the  internal  ring  of  the  left  side,  and  no  obstruction  could  be 
detected. 
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Although  he  had  no  pain  or  tenderness  in  the  left  illiac  re- 

S'on,  he  said  that  he  felt  conscious,  that  the  difficulty  was  in 
at  point ;  $ind  on  pressing  the  muscles  down  on  the  left  il. 
leo  pictineal  line,  a  small  moveable  tumor  was  faintly  disco- 
veraole,  which  could  be  pushed  inward  as  far  as  the  promon- 
tory of  the  sacrum,  or  carried  outwards  by  the  fingers  above 
Poupart's  ligament. 

In  consultation,  it  was  our  opinion,  that  this  tumor  was 
either  an  invagination,  or  the  portion  of  the  bowel  that  had 
been  returned  ;  perhaps  twistea  on  itself,  and  strangulated  by 
bands  of  adhesive  lymph.  The  man  was  evidently  in  a 
hopeless  condition,  unless  he  could  be  relieved  by  an  opera* 
tion,  and  it  was  therefore  decided  on,  to  make  an  explorating 
operation  through  the  abdominal  muscles,  and  if  possible, 
find,  and  remove  the  difiiculty.  But  at  this  time,  the  opera- 
tion was  postponed,  from  the  patient  refusing  to  submit  to  it. 
He  was  left  in  Ihe  charge  of  Dr.  Walker,  who  tried  the  effect 
the  tobacco  injection,  and  other  means,  during  the  night, 
without  any  benefit.  On  Friday,  about  12  o'clock,  I  was 
again  callea  to  see  the  patient,  and  found  him  much  prostra- 
ted. His  pulse  quite  feeble,  and  his  extremities  cold  and  co- 
vered with  a  clammy  sweat,  while  the  vomiting  of  stercor 
was  still  more  frequent;  At  this  time  he  consented  to  have 
the  operation  performed.  The  incision  waS|  made,  by  com- 
mencing at  the  outer  margin  of  the  left  rectus  muscle,  and 
running  upwards  and  outwards,  parallel  with  Poupart's  liga- 
ment, and  about  two  inches  from  it,  extending  the  wound 
about  four  inches  in  that  direction.  When  the  peritoneal  ca- 
vity was  opened,  and  the  omentum  raised  from  the  bottom 
of  the  wound,  the  difficulty  was  soon  discovered. 

A  part  of  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon  was  strangulated 
in  the  sack,  which  had  been  returned  with  the  bowel  through 
the  internal  rin^.  The  sac  contained  about  three  inches  of- 
the  bowel,  which  had  become  closely  adhered  to  its  inner 
surface,  and  strangulated  b^  its  mouth.  After  dividing  the 
stricture,  on  a  directory  with  a  bistury,  the  adhesions  were 
broken  up  with  my  finger,  and  the  bowel  and  sack  (that  had 
been  drawn  out  through  the  wound  while  dividing  the  stric- 
ture) were  replaced,  as  nigh  in  their  natural  position  as  possi- 
ble. The  wound  was  then  closed  by  stitches,  and  adhesive 
strips,  and  a  compress  was  placed  over  all,  and  retained  by  a 
bandage  around  the  pelvis.  That  night  our  patient's  bowels 
were  moved  twice. 

His  wound  healed  by  direct  union,  and  his  recovery  was 
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not  retarded  by  uny  unfavorable  symptoms  arising  from  tbe 
Operation.  On  the  fifth  day  after  the  operation,  be  was  sit* 
ing  up  to  take  bis  breakfast,  feeling  quite  well. 


Nitrate  of  Silver  used  in  the  Treatment  of  Phlegmasia 
Doltns.    By  Thomas  Wood,  M^  D. 

Mrs.  O ,  was  confined  on  tbe  22d  day  of  Angusl, 

giving  birth  to  twins.  As  this  was  her  first  labor,  and  her 
strength  of  constitution  considerably  impaired  by  a  recent  al* 
tack  of  diarrhoea,  the  head  of  the  nrst  child  was  slow  in  its 
progress  through  the  pelvis.  In  other  respects  her  labor 
seemed  to  be  perfectly  natural,  and  no  untoward  symptoms 
appeared  until  the  11th  day  afler  her  confinement.  At  this 
lime  a  pain  commenced  in  her  lefl  ankle,  which  was  soon 
followed  by  a  swelling  on  the  dorsum  of  the  foot,  and  around 
tbe  ankle,  which  rapidly  extended  up  the  limb  to  the  groin. 
In  about  twenty-four  hours  the  entire  limb  was  so  much 
swollen,  and  so  painful  to  the  touchy  as  to  reveal  the  true 
character  of  the  disease,which  was  unmistakeably  phlegmasia 
ddens. 

The  limb  was  enlarged  throughout,  to  about  twice  its  usual 
diameter,  and  presented  tbe  white  polished  surface  that  gives 
the  name  to  milk  leg.  At  several  points  the  pain  was  very 
severe,  but  it  became  intolerable  on  the  slightest  pressure  on 
the  popliteal  space,  on  the  inguinal  glands — or  at  any  point 
on  tne  course  of  the  saphenons*  the  femoral  or  illiac  veins,  m 
far  up  as  the  bifurcation  of  the  vena  cava,  on  the  affected  sidle. 
The  condition  of  the  limb  seemed  to  be  so  closely  analagous 
•to  the  condition  of  a  limb  swollen  with  phlegmonous  erysipe- 
las, (being  apparently  similar  in  all  respects,  except  in  color) 
amd  having  repeatedly  witnessed  the  good  effects  Qi  the  nitrate 
of  silver  in  tne  latter  afiections,  the  idea  of  using  it  in  the 
present  case  was  suK^sted  on  my  first  visit. 

A  solution  of  one  drachm  to  the  ounce  of  water,  was  pre- 
scribed, and  orders  given  to  apply  it,  with  a  camel  hair  pencil, 
to  the  entire  limb,  and  to  be  extended  up  to  tbe  left  illiac,  and 
left  half  of  the  hypogastric  regions.  On  my  second  visit, 
which  was  about  twelve  hours  after  the  application  of  nitrate 
of  silver,  the  pain  had  entirely  subsided,  and  pressure  could 
be  borne  without  complaint,  on  all  the  points  that  had  previ- 
ously been  so  sensative.  The  entire  surface  where  the  solu- 
tion had  been  applied,  was  completely  vesicated ;  and  cm 
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pancturing  the  raised  coticle,  at  several  points  with  a  lancet, 
a  white  fluid,  closely  resembling  human  milk,  escaped  freely 
from  the  punctures 

The  tension  and  heat  of  the  limb  were  also  very  much  aba- 
ted. From  this  time,  the  swelling  gradually  subsided,  from 
above  downwards,  reversing  the  order  of  its  progression,  until 
it  disappeared. 

By  the  time  the  exfoliation  of  the  cuticle  was  completed 
on  the  sixth  day,  the  limb  had  returned  to  its  natural  size, 
save  a  little  tumefaction  on  the  dorsum  of  the  foot,  and  this 
by  the  tenth  day  after  the  use  of  the  nitrate,  was  entirely 
gone. 

At  this  time  my  patient  was  in  good  spirits,  from  th&hope, 
that  a  few  days  would  relieve  her  from  the  irksome  confine • 
ment  to  bed  ;  as  a  little  time  to  regain  her  strenj^h,  seemed  to 
be  all  that  was  required ;  but  she  was  disappointed.  On  the 
fifteenth  day  after  the  onset  of  the  difficulty  in  the  left  limb, 
the  right  one  was  attacked  in  the  same  manner,  except  that 
it  was  more  rapid,  violent,  and  painful  than  the  first.  The 
same  treatment  was  adopted^  with  the  same  happy  result. 
But  in  this  instance,  the  swelling  lingered  for  a  longer  time, 
on  the  foot,  and  the  lower  half  of  the  leg,  than  in  the  first 
limb.  In  this  case  there  was  some  sweluns  left  about  the 
foot  and  ankle  after  the  cuticle  was  peeled  ofl;  and  the  nitrate 
of  silver  was  again  applied  to  the  swollen  parts,  which  was 
again  repeated  on  the  dorsum  of  the  foot ;  but  in  twenty  days 
from  the  time  of  the  last  attack,  every  vestige  of  the  disease 
had  disappeared,  and  the  patient  was  able,  though  feebly,  to 
support  herself  in  walking  across  the  room. 

Tt  would,  perhaps,  be  going  to  far,  to  reccommend  to  the 
profession  a  mode  of  treatment  so  entirely  new,  from  obser- 
vations  made  on  a  solitary  case,  in  a  disease  of  so  ^rave  a 
character,  as  that  of  phlegmasia  dolen^  but  in  this  case 
(which  was  certainly  as  serious  as  those  cases  generally  are, 
in  so  short  a  time  after  the  attack),  the  relief  given  by  the  ap- 
plication of  the  nitrate,  was  so  prompt  and  decided,  that  I 
would  certainly  prescribe  it  in  another  case,  with  as  much 
confidence  in  its  curative  power  over  this  disease,  as  I  would 
reccommend  it  in  erysifietas. 

In  connexion  with  this  case,  perhaps  it  would  not  be  inap. 
propriate  to  remark,  that  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  usine  the 
nitrate  of  silver  as  a  vesicating  agent,  in  some  cases  where 
the  cantharides  are  contra-indicated ;  and  especially  in  disea* 

of  the  bladder,  where  a  strong  coooter-imtation  is  deaira^ 
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ble,  but  where  the  absorption  of  the  cantharides  woold  be 
highly  injurious.  A  solution  in  the  proportion  3j.  to  Sj.  of 
water  is  a  very  certain  vesicatory,  and  is  less  paintul  than  the 
flieSy  and  in  many  cases,  according  to  ray  experience  with 
it,  is  much  to  be  prefered ;  and  it  may  certainly  be  applied 
with  advantage,  in  cases  where  flies  would  aggravate  the  die- 
ease,  and  bring  about  no  good  effects. 


^^^i^0^i^l^^t0m0^^^^^^^^^i  III*  fmmm0^^^ 


(Bnttts^nnitntt. 


Grand  Pbarie,  Missouri,  Oct.  SOth,  1863. 

To  tke  EdUom  of  the  WBHem  Lmui: 

As  the  Alpha  of  your  excellent  journal  is  ^^Wesitern,"  I 
have  the  bola  assurance  to  flatter  myself  that  an  epistle  from 
this  <^ Western ''  region  would  be  of  interest  to  yourselves  end 
readers;  but  if  not,  cast  it  into  the  ^'rusty  old  liox,"  ad  rtftt'^ 
endumy  ad  valorem,  and  let  it 

— — **Moulder  there  tlone 

Like  Gtnevn  of  aocient  MbdcBS 
I  I  In  her  bridul  drea." 

Although  we  lire  <^ay  down  in  the  swamps  of  Missouri/' 
as  the  folks  out  your  way  might  term  it,  yet  we  manasn  to 
keep  our  '^heads  above  the  waves "  in  the  way  of  medical 
and  other  improvements.  In  fact  the  time  is  fast  coming 
when  the  meaical  profession  in  Missouri  will  rank  with  that 
of  any  othen  No  State  in  the  world  has  more  natural  beauty 
than  Missouri.  She  has  great,  broad  rivers  able  to  float  the 
eommerce  of  a  continent ;  she  has  dashing  mountain  torents 
able  to  turn  the  spindles  often  thousand  looms;  she  has  wide 
stretching  pjrairies,  rolling  off  in  eentle  undulation  like  the 
great  throboing  of  the  ooeaa.  And  these  prairies  are  flow^* 
erowned  and  ^rtile,  that  need  only  the  plow  to  plant  their 
bosoms  with  stalwart  hemp,  heavy  headed  wheat  or  thick 
waving,  com.  She  has  sweet  sequestered  valleys,  where  happy 
mortals,  unambitious  of  the  worlds  prizes  of  fame,  might  leaa 
a  life  of  perfect  peace,  in  the  midst  of  Arcadian  lovelinesa. 
She  has  swelling  mountain  spurs,  that  lift  the  dwellers  there* 
on  high  towards  heaven,  where  gales  from  the  pure  mountaia 
lops  of  the  Sierra  Madra  come  to  play  with  their  locks,  and 
wnere  the  utmost  range  of  human  vision  fails  to  mM'k  the 


line  where  eerth  meete  eky^  in  the  misty  blue  of  the  dielaiit 
horison*  All  this  has  Missouri,  and  more;  for  she  has  many 
broad  fields  where  the  gleaming  plow,  now  yearly  cleaves  the 
sod;  and  many  green  pastures,  where  innumerable  flocks  and 
herds  recline,  and  chew  the  cud  of  contentment,  with  their 
fat,  sleek  sides  glistening  in  the  swk  And  there  are  many 
fine  young  orchards,  whose  loaded  boughs  droop  with  golden 
firuit,  and  many  comfortable  farm  houses,  their  pantries  swell* 
ing  with  butter  and  honey,  and  whose  hospitable  doors  swing 
to  welcome  stranger  or  mend  to  partake  of  their  plenty  ana 
tojioy  their  cheer.  And  to  fill  tne  picture,  Missouri  nas  a 
wonderfiil  city  already  built  in  her  borders,  though  far  from 
being  finished  in  her  greatness,  famous  for  her  mMical  litera- 
ture and  facilities,  and  many  young  towns  fast  budding  into 
dties,  and  country  towns  and  villages  doited  all  through  her 
territory,  that  in  beauty  and  freshness  resemble  flowers  on 
the  bosom  of  a  bride.  Such  is  Missouri,  as  it  strikes  the 
eye,  and  the  man  must  be  blind  and  insensible  who  can  travel 
through  our  State  and  not  feel  the  enchantment  of  the  picture. 
And  if  we  get  one  glance  below  the  surface,  and  see  there 
what  does  noi  strike  every  eye,  then  is  the  marvel  a  thousand 
times  greater.  Mines  or  wealth  glitter  in  inexhaustible  pro- 
fusion, and  dazzle  the  mind  into  a  state  of  bewilderment,  al- 
most  led  to  doubt  the  evidence  of  the  senses.  Messrs.  Editors, 
we  have  given  a  picture,  a  birds-eye  slance  of  Missouri,  and 
pardon  us  if  it  is  too  highly  colored.  Our  legislature  has 
made  provisions  for  the  exploration  of  our  most  important 
mineral  jands,  to  be  reporteo  annually.  Professor  O.  C.  SwaU 
low  has  been  appointed  State  Oeologiet  for  that  purpose^ 
a&d  a  better  qualified  man  could  not  be  mond.  He  has  called 
to  his  aid  Drs.  Litton  and  Shumard,  worthy  gentlemen,  and 
of  high  standing  in  the  profession.  Durinj;  the  months  of 
June  and  July,  they  made  a  carefid  examination  of  the  great- 
er portion  of  Boone  county, and  parts  of  Howard,  and  collected 
large  quantites  of  the  fossils  known  to  be  so  abundant  in 
the  carboniferous  rocks  of  those  counties.  Coal  in  abun- 
dance was  found  of  the  best  quality.  In  July,  Dr.  Litton 
made  valuable  coHections  for  analjrsis  and  the  World's  Fair. 
•Thus  our  mineral  wealth  will  be  broufriit  into  immediate  no- 
tice^ which  will  astonish  the  world  of  x  aokeedom  and  <<  tho 
rest  of  OAankind.'' 

The  situation  of  ITissouri,  as  regards  health,  is  good;  her 
lands  are  hi^,  consequently  but  few  miasmatic  marshes.  All 
new  eountnes  are  more  or  less  sickly;  thus  it  has  been  with 
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Missouri,  but  as  soon  as  Ibe  under  brasb  aboundBiig  in  the 
timbered  lands  is  cut  out,  and  becomes  more  open  and  venti- 
lated, she  bids  fair  to  be  one  of  the  healthiest  States  in  the 
Union.  The  past  year  has  been  one  of  the  most  healthy  ever 
known.  However,  along  water  courses  and  some  other  locali* 
ties  fever  and  ague,  billions  remittents,  typhoid,  scarlet  fever, 
erysipilas  &c.,  have  existed,  but  of  a  mild  type.  In  the 
counties  of  Boone  and  Callaway,  since  last  March  (and  Co 
this  time  to  some  extent)  an  eruptive  disease,  called  by  some 
of  the  Drs.  small  pox,  and  by  others  chicken  pox,  has  pre* 
vailed  among  the  blacks  in  toto,  with  a  few  exceptions.  None 
have  died  out  of  some  seventy  cases.  I  am  inclined  to  side 
with  the  anti  small  pox,  as  the  disease  pajrs  no  attention  to 
vaccination  or  communication  by  clothes;  patients  are  seldom 
confined,  and  no  indelliUe  marks.  It  has  been  a  subject  of 
controversy  in  the  county  papers  by  the  doctors  of  Columbiiiy 
but  has  **  died  away  and  consumed."    More  anon. 

Yours,  &c.,  kc.f  J.  E.  T. 


%tmms  anb  ^otirr^. 


Oeneral  Therapeuties  and  Materia  Mtdiea :  Adapi§d  for  a 
Texi'bookm  Bt  Roblst  Dunolibon,  M.  D.,  Professorof 
the  Institutes  of  Medicine,  &c.,  in  Jefferson  Medical  Col* 
lege ;  formerly  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Thera* 
peutics,  in  the  Universities  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  and 
m  Jefferson  Medical  College  Philadelphia.  With  one 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  illustrations.  Fifth  Edition,  re- 
vised and  improved,  in  two  volumes.  Philadelphia :  Blaii-> 
chard  and  Lea.    1863.    pp.  666,623. 

Dunglison's  system  of  general  therapeutics  has  been  so  long 
before  the  profession,  that  its  character  is  well  known  and  duly 
appreciated.  The  present  edition  aj^ars  to  be  fiiUy  brought 
up  to  the  present  state  of  therapeutical  knowledge,  and  pre- 
sents an  excellent  view  of  this  important  department  of  the 
healing  art.  We  regard  it  as  the  most  full  and  complete  sys* 
tern  of  therapeutics  issued  from  the  American  press,  and 
therefore  commend  it  to  the  profession^  not  only  as  a  valiia- 
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Ue  text  book,  but  as  an  excellent  system  which  may  be  ad- 
vantageously consulted  by  the  practitioner.  For  sale  by 
H.  W.  Derby  and  Co. 


A  Ttralut  on  Operative  Opthalmie  Surgery.  By  H.  Hat* 
NKs  Watton,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  dollege  of  Surgeons 
in  England,  Surgeon  to  the  Central  London  Opthalmlc 
Hospital,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  to  the  St.  Mary's  Hos- 

fital.  First  American,  from  the  First  London  edition. 
Ilustrated  by  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  engravings  on 
wood.  Edited  by  S.  Littell,  M .  D.,  author  of  a  manual 
of  the  diseases  of  the  eye ;  surgeon  to  Will's  Hospital  for 
the  eye  and  limb ;  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of 
Philadelphia ;  etc.,  etc.  Philadelphia :  Xindsay  and  Black* 
iston.    1863. 

This  is  a  work  of  the  highest  degree  of  merit,  fresh  from 
the  hands  of  one  of  the  most  experienced  opthalmic  surgeons 
of  Europe ;  and  commends  itself  highly  to  our  notice,  not 
only  by  presenting*tfae  science  of  opthalmic  surgery,  moulded 
to  the  type  that  modem  research  and  discovery  has  given  it 
beyond  the  Atlantic,  but  bearing  on  its  title  page  the  appro* 
ving  name  of  one  of  the  most  distinguished  American  occn- 
Ibts,  Dr.  Littell. 

The  woric  is  written  in  a  plain,  but  aocurately"'descriptive 
and  lucid  style,  that  does  not  weary  the  reader,  by  drawing 
his  attention  from  the  subject,'to  fix  in  his  comprehension 
some  new-coined  wonls,  or  <<  pedantified ''  sentences,  that  so 
frequently  occur  in  some  of  our  modern  works.  The  whole 
range  of  diseases  of  the  eye  is  thoroughly  discussed,  leaving 
little  more  to  be  desired  on  that  subject. 

The  illustrations  are  numerous  and  accurate,  possessing 
that  beautiful  blending  of  light  and  shade,  so  seldom  obtained 
from  wood  engravings. 

Eveiy  practitioner  must  have  felt^the  want  of  such  a  work 
in  his  library,  as  the  one  here  presented ;  and  we  have  no 
doubt,  that  it  will  meet  with  an  extensive  demand. 
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A  Trtaiiu  en  Ventral  Diiease.  By  Joim  Huktbe,  F.  R. 
S.  With  copious  additions,  by  Dr.  Philip  Ricord,  flur« 
geon  to  the  Hopital  du  Medi,  Paris,  etc.  Edited,  with 
notes,  by  Freeman  J.  Bumstead,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  the 
North-western  Dispensary,  New  York.  Philadelphia : 
Bianchard  and  Lea.    1853.    p.  620. 

This  is,  beyond  doubt,  (he  most  important  work  extant  oa 
▼eneral  disease.  We  have  here  the  doctrines,  folly  and  ela- 
borately stated,  of  the  two  great  ^masters  in^this  department. 
Hunter  and  Ricord.  No  combination  of  names  could  be 
more  appropriate  or  attractive ;  and  we  risk  nothing  in  say. 
ing,  that  the  product  of  their  joint  labors  exhilMts  the  moat 
accurate  and  complete  treatise  on  the  subject  ever  published, 
and  as  they  are  the  highest  authorities  in  every  thing  relating 
to  venereal  affections,  the  work  must  necessarily  become 
a  standard  book  of  reference. 

The  treatise  before  us  is  enhanced  in  value  by  the  contri- 
butions of  Sir  Everad  Home,  Mr.  Babington,  and  the  edt* 
tor ;  so  that  all  the  mooted  points  are  discussed  in  the  meal 
complete  manner,  one  criticising  the  other,  and  finally  leaving 
but  little  more  to  be  desired.  We  need  hardly  add,  that  no 
one  who  treats  venereal  disease  should  be  without  this  valua- 
ble book.  The  editor  has  rendered  an  important  service  to 
the  profession,  for  which  he  deserves  much  praise.  For  aale 
by  Moore,  Anderson  and  Co. 

^rogrwa  of  Hthirine. 

ENGLAND. 

Lectures  on  Surgical  Pathdoay.  Delivered  at  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  of  Englano.  Bv  Jakss  Pagst,  F.  R« 
S.,  lately  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  to  the  College. 
8vo.  2  Vols.  London.  1863. 

In  1847,  Mr.  Paget  was  appointed  Professor  of  Anatomy 
and  Surgery  to  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons.  At  the  time 
of  his  appointment,  some  were  found  to  insinuate  that  he 
owed  his  high  position  to  personal  favor.    The  whisper  died 
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the  moment  Mr.  Paget  gave  his  first  lectare  in  the  college 
theater.  In  subsequent  ^ears,  his  course  of  lectures  was  an- 
ticipated as  one  of  the  richest  of  professional  treats,  and  the 
expectations  formed  were  never  disappointed.  As  each 
course  was  given,  the  lectures  were  published  in  one  of  our 
predecessors,  (the  Medical  Gazette)^  with  the  , exception  of 
the  last  course,  viz.,  the  lectures  on  malignant  tumors. 

The  lectures  which  have  already  apf^eared  in  print  are, 
however,  now  made  more  complete  "  by  the  aid  of  nume- 
rous facts  ascertained  since  they  were  delivered,^'  and  the  ad- 
dition of  many  things  ^*  which  time,  or  their  inaptness  ior 
oral  delivery,  obliged  me,^'  Mr.  Paget  says  ^'  to  omit." 

We  may  add,  that  every  lecture  is  now  illustrated  by  most 
accurate  and  beautifully-executed  wocd  cuts. 

As  the  majority  of  our  readers  must  alreadv  be  familiar 
with  the  substance  of  such  of  these  lectures  as  have  been  al- 
ready laid  before  the  profession  in  another  form,  we  shall  li- 
mit our  abstract  to  the  section  on  malisnant  tumors. 

Six  lectures  are  devoted  to  the  suoject  of  cancer — viz., 
three  to  the  anatomy  ai)d  physiology  of  scirrhous  cancer, 
medullary  cancer,'  and  epithelial  cancer;  ope  to  melanoid, 
hematoid,  osteoid,  villous,  and  colloid  cancers ;  and  two  to 
the  general  pathology  of  cancer.  The  general  or  naked-eye 
characters  of  hard  cancers  are  first  given  ;  its  microscopical 
characters  follow. 

With  reference  to  the  question  of  the  existence  of  a  **  can- 
cer cell,**  Mr.  Paget  says — 

"  The  corpuscles  of  hard  cancer  are  chieflv  nucleated  cells. 
In  ordinary  cases,  and  where  the  cancer  has  not  been  de- 
flected from  its  normal  course,  their  characters  are  constant 
and  peculiar,  and  may  be  described  for  the  types  of  '  cancer 
cells.*  In  shape  they  are  various ;  usually  a  large  majority 
are  broadly  oval  or  nearly  round.'* 

After  describing  the  various  other  forms  they  may  assume, 
Mr.  Paget  continues — 

*'  But,  we  may  observe,  as  Bruch  and  others  have  dnoe,  on 
this  multiformity  as  a  feature  of  malignant  structures.  I 
know  no  innocent  tumor  except  the  cartilaginous,  in  which 
it  is  imitated.  In  size,  the  nard  cancer-cells  range  from 
11*600  of  an  inch  to  1-700  of  an  inch  in  diameter.** 

The  smallest  cells  are  usually  found  in  the  cancers  of 
^ickest  growth. 

The  cancer-cells,  when  quite  fresh,  are  remarkable  for 
their  clear  and  pellucid  appearance.    So  thin  and  delicate  is 
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their  cell  wall,  that  Mr.  Paget  expresses  his  beliefi  ^'that  the 
cancer-cells  are  often  only  shell-shaped  masses  of  some  soft, 
though  tenacious  substance,  within  which  are  nuclei." 

Tne  nuclei  are  more  constant  in  appearance,and  <^  eren 
more  characteristic''  than  the  cells. 

^*  They  are  always  comparatively  large,  having  an  avera^ 
diameter  of  about  1*2600  of  an  inch,  and  varying  from  this 
size  much  less  than  the  cells  do  from  theirs.  The  are  regQ* 
lar,  oval,  or  nearly  round,  clear,  well  defined,  scarcely  altered 
by  commencing  decomposition,  or  by  water,  or  any  mode* 
rately-diluted  test  substance.  A  single  nucleus  is  usually 
contained  in  each  shell ;  two  nuclei  in  a  cell  are  frequently 
found,  but  not  in  all  specimens  of  hard  cancer;  more  thau 
two  are  rare." 

Free  nuclei  are  usually  present  in  considerable  number. 

*'  Each  nucleus  has  one,  two,  or  rarely  more,  nucleoli, 
which,  like  itself,  are  large  in  comparison  with  the  ordinary 
proportion  between  nucleoli  and  cells,  and  are  peculiarly 
bright  and  well  defined." 

With  reference  to  the  diagnostic  value  of  these  microsc<^* 
cal  elements,  Mr.  Paget  retnarks — 

^*  These  characters  are  so  nearly  constant  and  so  peculiar, 
that  an  experienced  microscopist  can  very  rarely  hesitate  in 
forming  upon  them,  a  diagnosis  of  the  cancerous  nature  of 
any  tumor  in  which  they  are  observed." 

But  the  cancer-cells  are  peculiarly  liable  to  degenerate  ; 
some  wither,  and  then  the  only  remains  of  the  cell  are  a  few 
amorphous  shreds  adhering  to  the  nucleus;  others  undergo 
fatty  degeneration,  and  then,  the  fat  globules  may  be  so 
abundant  within  the  cell-wall,  as  to  remove  the  nucleus  from 
sight. 

We  may  observe,  that  our  own  conviction  that  a  celUwall 
generally,  if  not  always,  bounds  the  body  called  a  cancer- 
cell,  is  chiefly  derived  from  the  facility  with  which  it  may  be 
seen  in  cancer-cells,  undergoing  fatty  degeneration,  with 
reference  to  the  fibres  found  in  hard  cancer,  Mr.  Paget  consi« 
ders,  that,  in  a  large  majority  of  cases,  they  are  the  fibres  of 
the  structure  which  is  the  seat  of  the  malignant  growth.  At 
the  same  time  he  does  not  deny,  that  cancer  blastema  may  be 
developed  into  fibrous  tissue.  But,  he  obser\^e8,  **  when  hard 
cancer  occurs  in  organs  which  have  little  or  no  fibrooa  tis- 
sue— such  as  cancellous  bone,  the  brain,  the  liver,  or  llie 
lymphatic  glands — it  presents  as  little  or  none  of  the  same 
tissue  ;  however  hard  it  may  be,  it  is  formed  almost  entirdy 
of  corpuscles." 
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Hard  cancers  of  the  breast  are  divided  by  Mr.  Paget  into 
acute  and  chronic*  The  former  are  softer  and  more  vascular 
than  the  latter.  The  proportion  of  cancer  structure  in  them, 
is  very  large  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  gland  in  which 
it  has  its  seat.  They  may  appear  as  distinct,  isolated  tumors, 
rather  than  an  infiltration. 

In  chronic  hard  cancers  the  opposites  of  these  characters 
are  found. 

The  peculiarities  offered  by  hard  cancers,  as  they  occur  in 
various  organs,  are  then  described. 

The  Pathology  oj  Hard  Cancer.— « Here/'  Mr.  Paget 
says,  *^  I  will  limit  myself  to  the  histories  of  those  of  tne 
breast,  for,  concerning  the  primary  hard  cancers  of  other 
parts,  we  have  too  few  data  for  any  general  historv.  First, 
concerning  the  conditions  favorable  to  the  origin  of  the  scirr- 
hous cancers.'' 

a.  They  exist  in  great  preponderance  in  women. 

6.  The  age  of  most  frequent  occurrence  of  scirrhous  cancer 
of  the  breast,  is  between  45  and  50  years. 

"  I  think,"  Mr.  Paget  remarks, "  we  may  most  safely  hold, 
that  the  aptness  of  this  time  of  life  for  the  developement  of 
hard  cancer,  is  chiefly  due  to  the  general  failure  of  the  pro- 
cess of  maintenance  by  nutrition,  which  usually  has,  at  this 
time,  its  beginning,  and  of  which  the  most  obvious  natural 
signs  are  in  the  diminution  of  the  powers  of  the  reproductive 
organs.'' 

c.  Hereditary  Predisposition, — About  one  in  six  patients 
with  hard  cancer,  may  be  reckoned  as  having  hereditary  ten- 
dency thereto. 

d*  The  Effects  of  Injury  and  Previous  Disease. — Of 
ninety- one  patients,  only  sixteen,  t.  e.,  less  than  one-sixth,  as- 
cribed the  hard  cancer  to  injury,  or  any  such  local  cause. 

e.  As  to  the  general  health  of  women,  at  the  time  wheh 
hard  cancer  is  first  formed  in  them,  a  remarkable  majority 
present  ihe  appearance  of  good  health. 

*'  I  find,  that  in  ninety-one  cases  in  which  I  have  notes  on 
this  point,"  Mr.  Paget  observes,  **  no  less  than  sixty-six  pa- 
tients presented  the  general  characters  of  robust,  or,  at  least, 
ood  nealth ;  nine  were  of  uncertain,  or  of  moderately  good 
ealth ;  and  onhr  sixteen  were  sickly  or  feeble." 

Ulceration  or  hard  cancer,  either  commences  superficially 
and  extends  inwards,  or  it  begins  in  the  substance  oi  the  can- 
cer, and  thence  makes  progress  cyitwards. 

A  most  excellent  description  of  the  mode  in  which  the  ul- 
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ceration  extendsfollows,  and  a  very  interesting  case  is  given^ 
in  which  an  ulcerated  cancer  of  the  breast,  regressed  and 
healed  coetaneously  with  the  development  of  the  tubercles  in 
the  lungs. 

With  reference  to  the  duration  of  scirrhous  cancer  of  the 
breast,  Mr.  Paget  has  collected  sixty-six  cases  bearing  on  the 
point,  and  finds  (he  duration  of  lire  to  be  something  more 
than  forty-nine  months*  Cases  are  on  record,  in  which  the 
disease  terminated  in  four  months,  and  life  has  been  prolonged 
for  twenty-five  years.  Mr.  Paget  sas,  he  is  not  aware  oi  m 
single  case  of  recovery.  The  most  important  condition,  in* 
fluencing  the  duration  of  the  life  of  a  patient,  affected  with 
hard  cancer  of  the  breast,  is  the  age  at  which  the  disease 
commences ;  the  earlier  the  disease  begins,  the  more  rapid 
its  course. 

As  to  the  influence  of  an  operation  in  prolonging  life  :— 

*^  In  forty-seven  cases,  in  which  the  cancer  was  once  or 
more  removed  by  operation,  the  average  duration  of  life,  after 
the  first  observation  of  the  disease,  was  again  something  more 
than  forty-nine  months.  I  believe,  therefore,  that  the  removal 
of  the  local  disease,  makes  no  material  difference  in  the  ave- 
rage duration  of  life.'' 

A  table,  however,  is  given,  which  renders  it  probable,  that 
the  course  of  the  more  rapid  cases,  is  retarded  by  operation. 
The  constitutional  part  of  the  cancerous  disease  is  little,  if  at 
all,  affected  by  the  removal  of  the  local  part. 

Neither  Mr.  Paget  nor  M.  Lebert,  have  met  with  a  case 
in  which  recurrence  was  delayed  l)eyond  eight  years; — "JiT 
does  not  appear  that  the  reeurreneeisf  on  the  tohoUfJateraJter 
tarlyy  than  after  delayed  operations.'^ 

Recorded  evidence  does  not,  according  to  Mr.  P&g^  b^u* 
out  the  received  opinion,  that  hard  cancer  is  more  likely  to 
recur,  and  to  recur  more  quickly,  when  the  axillaiy  lym- 
phatic glands  aie  cancerous,  when  the  cancer  adheres  to  the 
skin,  or  is  even  ulcerated,  than  when  it  is  in  a  less  advanced 
stage. 

As  to  the  circumstances  under  which  a  breast  afiected  with 
hard  cancer  should  be  removed : — 

1.  In  cases  of  acute  hard  cancer,  the  operation  may  be 
rightly  performed ;  in  such  cases,  its  performance  is  justified 
by  the  probability,  that  it  will,  in  some  measure,  prolong  life, 
and  will  save  the  patient  from  dreadful  suffering. 

2.  The  operation  seems  proper  in  all  cases  in  which  the  lo- 
cal disease  is  that  which  is  causing  the  death  of  the  pa- 
tient. 
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8*  It  is  also  right  to  operate  in  all  cases  in  which  it  is  not 
probable  that  the  operation  will  shorten  life. 

The  operation  should  be  avoided. 

1.  In  well-marked  cases  of  chronic  cancer,  especially  in 
old  persons. 

3.  In  cases  in  which  the  cachexia  is  more  than  propor- 
tionate to  the  local  disease. 

8.  When  there  is  reason  to  believe  in  the  presence  of  inter- 
nal cancer. 

4.  When  the  patient  is  very  feeble,  very  fat,  intemperate, 
or  in  any  of  those  conditions  which  make  persons  unfavorable 
raUects  for  surgical  operation. 

The  space  at  our  disposal  does  not  permit  us  to  follow  Mr. 
Paget  through  the  remainder  of  this  part  of  his  course,  but  the 
attract  we  have  given  of  the  **  lectures  on  hard  cancer,** 
will  enable  our  readers  to  understand  the  value  of  Mr.  Paget's 
work,  in  a  scientific  and  practical  point  of  view.  It  is  by  far 
the  most  able  treatise  on  surgical  pathology,  with  which  we 
are  acquainted. — London  Med.  Times  ana  Gaz* 


A  Medical  Travel  to  Burmahjthrouyh  Rangoon^Pegueyand 
Martaban. — The —  regiment,  1000  strong,  and  forty. six  offic- 
ers, embarked  at f  for  Burmah,  Sept  7, 1862.  The  transit 

by  water  occupied  about  four  days,  when  they  landed  at  Ran- 
goon. During  the  passage,  several  cases  of  dysentery,  diarr- 
Scea,  intermittent  fever,  and  one  of  cholera,  occurred.  The 
river  where  the  vessels  anchored,  was  hard,  deep,  and  veiy 
dirty.  The  banks,  except  just  where  the  town  is  built,  were 
eovered  with  most  luxuriant  vegetation,  and  trees  reaching 
down  to  the  water's  edge.  At  the  town,  the  banks  for  about 
twenty  or  thirty  yards  trom  the  edge  of  the  water,  consisted 
of  ^ark  foul  mud,  which  emitted  a  very  offensive  odor. 

On  landing,  there  were  bad  roads,  with  every  here  and 
there  on  their  sides  large  jpatches  of  putrid  stagnant  water,  or 
foetid  smelling  marshes,  mil  of  rank  grass. 

The  stockade,  inside  which  the  troops  were  quartered, 
being  by  far  the  best  part  of  Rangoon,  ana  about  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile  from  tne  river,  which  flows  on  its  south  and 
west  sides ;  while  to  the  north  is  jungle,  as  far  as  the  eye  can 
reach,  suddenly  bounded  by  a  range  of  hills  to  the  eastward. 
At  about  three  miles  distance,  flows  the  Peeue  river,  which 
empties  itself  into  the  Rangoon  river,  below  the  town. 
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The  barracks  for  the  troops  are  lofty,  comfortable,  and 
well  aired,  built  of  teak-wood,  and  raised  about  three  feet 
from  the  ground.  Great  praise  is  due  to  the  Governor-Gene- 
ral, for  the  liberal  manner  in  which  he  had  them  built,  and 
also  to  General  Godwin,  for  the  efficient  state  in  which  he 
has  kept  the  Commissariat,  and  the  lively  interest  he  has 
always  taken  in  the  health  of  the  soldiers;  while  the  heads 
of  the  medical  departments  were  indefatigable  in  their  en- 
deavors for  the  bodily  welfare  of  their  fellow-men.  Thus, 
all  grades  of  the  army  were  stimulated  to  exertion,  and  this, 
I  think,  accounts  in  a  great  measure,  for  the  comparatively 
healthy  condition  of  the  troops ;  but,  of  course,  sickness  must 
be  everywhere  present,  and  the  atmospheric  changes  are  so 
sudden,  that  I  think  they,  in  a  great  measure,  account  for  aU 
most  all  the  disease  occurring  here ;  the  nights  being  very 
cold  and  damp,  rendering  it  necessary  to  be  well  covered  up 
with  blankets,  while  the  heat  during  the  day  was  so  exces* 
sive,  that  ^<  sun  stiokes "  were  as  common  there  as  in  any 
place  on  the  globe — the  difference  of  temperature  between 
tour  A.  M.,  and  two  A.  M.,  being  often,  or  usually,  40  q  ; 
and  the  dews  in  the  night  time  are  so  heavy,  that  clothing, 
which  has  been  left  uncovered,  is  not  safe  to  wear  in  the 
morning,  before  being  well  aired. 

A  large  and  unwholesome  species  of  plantain  is  very  com* 
mon  and  very  cheap ;  of  this  the  soldiers  freely  buy  and  eat, 
and  it  produces  great  irritation  through  the  whole  extent  of 
the  viscera. 

On  entering  a  hospital,  the  first  thing  that  excited  the  at- 
tention, was  the  number  of  cases  of  Doils  and  dysentery. 
The  skin  of  some  of  the  patients  was  covered  with  innumera- 
ble, small,  and  very  painful  boils ;  others  being  affected  with 
afewfarge  ones;  and  men,  who  had  left  the  hospital  reco- 
vered from  boils,  were  frequently  re-admitted  with  dysentery. 
Now  we  know,  that  the  mucous  membrane  and  the  skin  are, 
physiologically,  only  the  internal  and  external  skin,  and  I 
think  there  is  a  strong  analogy  between  the  two  diseases. 

Ulcers  have  also  a  great  tendency  to  spread,  and  wounds  to 
run  into  '*  hospital  gangrene." 

Intermittent  fever  is  not  common,  but  frequently  fatal ;  re- 
mittent fever  more  rare,  but  equally  dangerous.  Smallpox, 
about  December,  January,  or  February,  is  usually  virulent, 
especially  among  the  Burmese ;  and  cholera,  at  uncertain  in- 
tervals, shows  itself,  but  mostly  among  those  who  have  eaten 
unwholesome  food,  slept  out  in  the  open  air,  slept  on  board 
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ship,  or  near  the  river.    Conjunctivitis  is  also  common,  and 

y-  said  by  some  to  be  diflScult  to  cure ;  but  this  I  attribute  to  the 

vigorous  measures  employed ;  for,  where  bleeding  and  nitrate 

of  silver  will  not  succ^eJ,  I  hive  found  no  difficulty  in  re- 

r.  lieving  the  cases,  by  following  out  Tyrrell's  simple  mode  of 

treatment.     Hwing  thus  briefly  mentioned  the  most  preva- 

s  lent  forms  of  disease,  I  now  give  some  of  the  symptoms  and 

rf  methods  of  treatment  which  were  found  to  succeed  best. 

But  first,  for  the  prevention  of  disease,  which  is  better  than 

;  cure. 

r  There  have  been  great,  and  I  conceive,  most  useless  dis- 

^:  cussions  (at  least  for  practice,  whatever  they  may  do  for 

.;  theory)  as  to  the  use  of  flannel  worn  round  the  abdomen  in 

hot  climates.     Many  officers  and  men  complained,  more  es- 
pecially after  first  landing,  of  experiencing  daily  attacks  of 
.1  diarrhoea,  between  the  hours  of  2  A.  M.  and  6   A.  M.     In 

.,  nearly  every  case  of  this  description,  a  flannel  roller,  worn 

roun<)  the  abdomen,  effected  perrect  relief.     It  prevented  the 
\.  cold  acting  on  the  intestines  during  the  cold  hours  of  the 

morning  as  it  otherwise  would  have  done.  Soldiers  going 
on  night-duty  in  their  trowsers  were  constantly,  after  a  day 
or  two,  admitted  into  the  hospital,  sufierin^  from  dysentery. 
Afterwards  cloth  trowsers  were  substitutecl,  and  the  almost 
instantaneous  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  indicated 
that  the  vicissitudes  of  temperature  acting  on  the  bowels  are 
common  causes  of  developing  dysentery ;  but  much  caution 
is  necessary  as  to  diet;  all  fried  articles  ought  to  be  es- 
chewed, as  the  "ghee"  is  very  bad.  The  Question  here 
arises — what  is  dysentery?  Every  one  that  I  have  met  has 
bis  own  separate  theory,  though  I  know  not  that  theories 
have  hitherto  tended  much  to  the  cure  of  disease.  Dr. 
James  Johnson  destroyed  those  of  all  that  came  before  him 
with  an  unsparing  hand.  He  then  raised  a  new  one,  which 
I  think,  in  its  turn,  will  not  stand  the  test  of  experience.  I 
will  not  try  another  one,  but  will  stick  to  facts.  In  not  half 
the  cases  that  die  of  dysentery  is  the  liver  found  diseased, 
but  perforations  and  ulcers  in  the  whole  or  parts  of  the  large 
intestines  are  invariable,  and  often  feculent  matter  is  present 
in  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum,  having  escaped  through  one 
or  more  of  the  openings  in  the  bowel.  If  dysentery  resulted 
from  vitiated  bile  parsing  into  the  intestines,  and  there  set- 
ting  up  inflammation,  the  small  intestine  would  suffer;  bat 
they  are  never  the  seat  of  disease  in  simple  dysentery;  but 
around  the  ileo-coecal  valve,  the  hepatic,  splenic  and  sigmoid 
vol.  xir — 47 
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flexures  of  the  coIob  are  the  places  where  ulceralioa  is  most 
abundant — the  first  more  especially  so — ^and  there  perforalioa 
usually  exists.  It  is  obvious  to  the  most  superficial  observer 
that  inflammation  was  from  the  first  present  in  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  large  intestines,  and  this  is  often  called 
into  action  by  apparently  trivial  causes.  A  patient  was 
admitted  into  the  nospital  who  suffered  from  piles,  and  with 
slight  irregularity  of  the  bowels.  He  had  some  '^Ward's 
paste''  at  night;  the  next  morning  a  violent  attack  of  dysen- 
tery supervened.  Another  patient  came  to  the  hospital, 
complaming  of  headache^  and  was  given  a  drachm  of  com- 
pound jalap  powder;  the  next  day  he  was  attacked  with 
dysentery. 

All  th^  symptoms  of  dysentery  have  beea  so  repeatedly 
and  so  w^ll  described  that  repetition  would  only  waste  time 
and  space;  but  the  partial  and  profuse  sweats  of  varioos 
descriptions  I  consider  as  only  sympathetic  between  the  skia 
and  mucods  membrane  of  the  bowels,  as  we  often  see  ia 
other  diseases. '  The  pulse  is  altered,  as  it  almost  always  is 
when  inffctmmation  is  present.  But  because  disease  of  the 
liyer  being  sametingL^s  present,  that  gland  is  to  be  considered 
as  a  iMt^rial  agent  in  tne  cause  of  the  disease,  I  venture  to 
deny;  'and  in  most  of  those  cases  in  which  it  is  present,  their 
hlsltoriea; give  evidence  of  previpus  drunken  habits  or  former 
disease  of  that  organ*  -The  drunkard  should  beware  of  this 
climate;  it  bas.'bc^o  ^e  burial-ground  of  many,  both  offioeci 
and  men  I,'.     ^•'"  .    i.-. 

'I>ysefitericicase$'lnay<be  separated  into  two  large  divisions, 
viZ4;  those  .of;  kriow' typhoid  iy^,  a^  those  of  an  inflamms- 
teriFtyp«.  The  minor  sub-divisions  may  be  almost  infinite, 
aM  would  bt  quite  usele^  in  the  first  division,  as  no  two 
cases  are  perhaps  alike;  in  the  second,  all  are  very  similar. 

The  fij^^hingtodoij^erhecomii^  aeqiiiai  with  the 
patient's  history,  ie  to  mcdte  Wm.Iie'On  his  back,  wad  makem 
i90st  Ihorptgh  sad  mimite'  etlfmination*  of  the  whole  surface 
0^  the  abddmedf  and  this  must -be  repeated  rsmlarly  twice  a 
dey^  -at*  least.  I  Pain  is  (Complained  of'  in  the  hypogastric 
itigioe^  wbilefivessiire  cs^sest  agony  wbei^  the  inflammation 
isAoet'iiiteBse*. :  This  will;  nifOBt  usually  be  about  the  ilio- 
dosoal; valve,  or  'tigtnoid  flexure  of  Ihe  colon,: though  not 
uiicoBunOfilf  all  a6rose  the  tmnsveise  cdon.  The  tormina 
and  tenettmusare  excmoialinff, :  but  esually,  b^  the  proper 
remedies^  i  relief  is  soon  afi>ioed4  The  firat  thing  to  oe  eM%* 
j^Md  isitte:fn(Mt  pei^fA|!0st  iiK  tbe/lM>risoelal.p^        with 
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diet^  such  aa  sago  and  arrowrool.  IF  the  patient 
18  low,  wine  must  be  added.  We  now  come  to  the  treatment^ 
As  inflammation  of  a  aevere  form  is  present,  and  which,  if 
left  unchecked^  will  almost  invariably  destroy  life,  it  becomes 
necessary  to  combat  it,  and  with  no  unsparing  hand;  for 
even  if,  without  taking  blood,  the  putient  recover,  it  is  mostly 
mt  the  sacrifice  of  irreparable  mischief  to  the  bowels.  But 
as,  in  all  cases,  there  is  in  that  climate  (except  among  a  few  • 
recruits)  an  inability  to  lose  blood  from  the  arm,  leeches  are 
t>ur  recourse;  aid,  fprtuni^tely,  in  JBurmah  they  are  very 
common  and  very.  gooj).  They^phould  be  applied  without 
loss  of  time  in  two  places^  ao4  for  two  reasons — around  the 
anus,  which  affords. .almost  {tomifdiat^  relief  %o  the  painful 
«traininja[)  by  relieviog  tbe  hsoOKH'^oidal  vessels;  and  where* 
ever  pain  is  present  on  fpr^iQure' among  the  bowels — ten  or 
twenty  to  either. ^larevtM^<^iKSiiag- to  1(he  patient's  condition; 
afterwards  hot  ifbmantfttione  9ver  the.s^ace  of  the  abdomen, 
and  at  night  a  Ui^  htm  tKK|}tiee>  as  well  as  an  anodyne 
enema.  Xtarge  k^etitJtts  cm'  warm  water  afford  great  relief. 
The  internal  Ireatment:  %)m%  a(»peared  most  successful  in  the 
first  sta^  was-4hia:  Tejtiwgiai^..^  calOQiel,  with  two  of 
opium,  immediately  on  admission.  The  calomel  soothes 
the  irritated  ,surfa<Mf  oh  t^i/i)nt0sti>iaL  ^fial,  especially  when 
combined  wijilt  th$^i(ikn)>,Md^|mp,ai«^  the  way  for  a  dose  of 
laxative  medicine  the  next  morning,  in  theifimn  of  castor  oil 
and  laudaqnm*'^  At^^Q^  Mdmiably  <tiwi;  patient  is  now  very 
much  impro9ed,\bit  tt^ Jj^ehfs  (nust  i>e  continued  as  long  as 
pain  is  felt  oo  piessur^of .  atasiiniri^  ia/sKperieHced  on  goina 
to  stool;  jind'  foi^dyiie.iMMsnaata  iMghtly,  .with  castor  on  ana 
budanuna  •' evesy^ -altevnate.  {imosttfog^-.are ,  very . serviceable. 
But  the:mtIas.M0:atiltt%J#  JMlptjWW0r;^  inQammation  is  ool 
yet  subdued;  and  pills,  composed  of  1^  gr.  of  blue  pill,  l^ 
gr*  of.  Do«e;fa*^Q^«Ylefi,.an(l;H  9*^Qf ''^<K<^^nha,  given 
every  h^f;JtioiM»  inqsitlifihjHr^iithAt^Mred  effee<.  But,  though 
this  treatme#.9^i}i^(^<^  ^  thetinaj^ly  pf .  the  inflamma. 
tory  <aae%;ii^  r«on)(^jm43!lt  idlpdlyi  iuijptjipiervraa^  the  inflam- 
asationtruf^faA»  16498^  flbikris.^vsuslll^fi'Of*  improper  treat* 
ment  at  Ui||^(MYit^..t|^f,|Brehff^.JthM;.r^  like 

beef-washings.    Here.)hA^ailK6rli4<<l|iaideraWe*  ;.Numeroua 

vem^ies.tiHavp.ttte«,tvie^bati  tM  9mn¥t^  joi'i  aH  has  been 
tittle;;  tl^  l9s|ifyq||e|||.Mi  fa  ||i|M(eb9C'»l^r,:giv^  in  dosea 

t|f  H  feP^JI  gra«»  ^i^the  n^-WPfiatiDi  af?i4 ;  Mli^e  leeching 
must  be*  cQtitim04« : ^.BliHbsva  lalwi^oMpMble  in.  the  early 

atagta  ofi4yfMi(PVt>ilv>Vg^;meM  rj^yMitflattoiLp  .Cases  majr 
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be  pointed  out  in  numbers,  where  they  have  effected  an  tppn^ 
rent  cure,  but  numbers  may  also  be  noted,  in  which,  from 
the  pain  of  the  blister  on  the  abdomen,  we  were  unable  to 
discover  if  inflammation  was  present,  underneath  in  the 
bowels;  the  symptoms  beii^  thus  masked,  the  patient's  life  has 
not  unfrequent'ly  been  sacrificed.  Calomel  and  opium  are 
almost  safeguards.  I  have  never,  that  I  can  call  to  my  re« 
collection,  seen  a  patient  under  the  influence  of  calomel,  die 
in  dysentery ;  but  the  cases  are  much  more  tardy  in  their 
recovery,  and  the  patient's  strength  is  much  exhausted. 

Quinine,  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  is  as  useiesn  am 
the  experiment  is  foolish.  It  never  succeeds,  unless  combi« 
ned  with  other  remedies,  which  of  themselves  are  enough 
without  its  presence.  There  is  only  one  class  of  cases  in 
which  it  can  with  safety  be  used  in  combination,  viz.,  in 
0ome  of  the  low  typhoid  cases,  in  which  intermittent  fever 
also  shows  itself  at  times;  but  as  a  remedy  for  dysentery  on 
the  march,  it  is  only  superfluous  lumber.  In  the  low  forma 
of  the  disease,  the  same  treatment  has  to  be  adopted,  though 
not  on  so  severe  a  scale  ;  and  in  these  cases  chalk  mixture, 
are  serviceable,  and  trequent  anodyne  enemata,  and  wine 
given  in  the  food. 

If  much  flatulence  is  present,  a  most  eflScacious  remedy  is 
port  wine  3ii-9  brandy  3ii,  laudanum  m  xx.  The  relief  this 
affords  is  very  great. 

This,  in  a  rough  manner,  is  what  I  have  found  the  best 
treatment.  I  have  seen  tried,  and  have  tried  myself,  nume- 
rous other  methods,  but  I  am  convinced,  if  this  were  foiowed 
out,  the  average  deaths  would  be  most  materially  decreased. 

Giving  drastic  purges  evry  other  morning,  according  to 
what  I  have  seen,  is  irritating  the  bowels  to  more  inflamma- 
tion. 

Nitrate  of  silver  iiyections  are,  by  some,  much  used,  and 
with  great  success,     i  have  not  tried  them  to  any  extent. 

I  shall  take  you  a  visit  to  Pegu  and  Martaban — the  latter 
is  the  place  for  fever,  and  also  for  deaths.  A  company  of 
European  Artillery,  90  strong,  were  posted  there,  and,  in 
three  moths,  18  were  buried,  and  almost  every  one  of  the 
rest  had  been  in  and  out  of  the  hospital. 

My  work  has  been  very  heavy,  never  less  than  twelve 
noars  a-pay.  I  averaged  about  40  cases  a-day  of  dysentery 
and  diarrhcea,  and,  out  of  those,  the  average  of  deaths  was 
H  per  month.  The  hospital  usually  contained  from  90  to 
120  cases;  and  deaths  from  all  causes,  2  to  4  a  month. — Cor^ 
for  the  London  Med.  Times  and  Gaz, 
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General  Board  oj  Health  Notification. — General  Board  of 
Health,  Whitehall,  Sept.  20.— It  is  the  painful  duty  of  the 
General  Board  of  Health,  to  notify  a  third  visitation  of  epi- 
demic cholera.  This  disease  again,  first  breaking  out  in  Per- 
sia,  has  extended  within  the  present  year  over  a  large  por  ion 
of  Russia,  stretching  as  far  northwards  as  Archangel,  on  the 
shore?  of  the  Arctic  Ocean ;  it  has  ravaged  Denmark,  Nor- 
way, and  Sweden,  and  then  developing  itself  into  the  North 
of  Germany,  it  has  attacked  Stettin,  Berlin,  Rotterdam,  and 
Hamburg;  and  subsequently  it  has  appeared  in  England* 
again  breaking  out  on  its  north-east  coast,  in  the  near  neighbor* 
bood  of  the  town  in  which  it  made  its  first  appearance  in  this 
country  iu  1831. 

In  this  wide-spread  course,  it  has  everywhere  overleaped 
the  barriers,  which  quarantine  has  erected  to  stay  its  pro- 
gress; and  where  this  means  of  protection  has  been  most  ri- 
gidly enforced,  it  has  not  only  disappointed  the  expectation  of 
those  who  hive  relied  upon  it  as  a  safeguard,  oilen  to  the  neg. 
lect  and  exclusion  of  the  most  important  precautions,  but 
has  aggravated  the  evils  of  the  pestilence,  and  added  disas- 
trous consequences  of  its  own. 

The  experience  already  oLtained  of  this  pestilence  at  New- 
castle, Gateshead,  and  Hexham,  is  decisive,  that  where  the 
conditions  are  favorable  to  its  localization  and  development, 
as  is  the  case  in  these  towns,  the  disease  has  lost  nothing  of 
its  former  virulence.  In  the  two  former,  indeed,  the  severity 
of  the  disease,  as  far  as  it  has  yet  extended,  has  greatly  ex- 
ceeded that  of  any  former  visitation,  and  it  has  attacked  in  all 
those  peaces,  as  it  has  al^oad,  a  mnch  larger  proportion  of 
the  middle  and  higher  classes. 

It  is  deeply  to  be  lamented,  that  the  interval  between  tb« 
last  visitation  of  this  pestilence  and  the  present,  has  not  been 
generally  employed  in  effecting  a  larger  amount  of  improve- 
ment in  our  cities  and  towns.  From  such  inspections  as  the 
General  Board  have  recently  been  enabled  to  make,  of  the 
state  of  populous  districts,  the  former  seats  of  the  d'sease, 
in  apprehension  of  its  re-appearance,  they  are  compelled  to 
state,  that  there  are  extensive  districts,  and  even  entiie 
towns,  in  which  no  perceptible  improvement  of  any  kind, 
has  been  effected.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  instances, 
in  which,  even  where  no  general  permanent  works  of  im« 
provement  have  been  effected,  better  supplies  of  water, 
extensive  flagging  and  paving,  more  frequent  scavenging, 
and  a  more  active  removal  of  nuisances  in  epidemic  localities 
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have  been  accomplished.  Combined,  and  permanent  worka^ 
involving  elaborate  engineering  measures,  capable  of  reme- 
dying tne  neglect  of  years,  cannot  be  effected  in  a  few 
weeks.  Bnt  the  conscientiousness  of  past-  neglect  should  sti- 
roulate  to  immediate  and  resolute  exertion,  that  all  which 
the  time  requires,  and  which  can  be  done,  may  be  done. 
The  results  m  some  instances,  even  of  limited  and  partial 
improvements  are  highly  encouraging.  *  During^  the  present 
epidemic  in  Hamburg,  which  has  now  been  prevailing  up- 
wards  of  six  weeks,  only  six  cases  of  cholera  have  occurred 
intr«e  improved  parte  of' the  town;  and  during  the  whole 
of  the  epidemic  in  the  AfeCropolis  in  1949^  not  a  single  case 
of  cholera  occurred  in  any  one  of  the  model  dwellings  for  the 
poor,  occupied  by  similtiLr  classes  of  the  pqpuiaHon,  thoogb 
the  pestilence  raged  in  the  districts. iin  which  these  buildings 
are  situated,  and  there  were  instancos  of  two  and  even  four 
deaths  in  single  houses  close  to  their  wails. 

Even  in  towns  in  which  the  greatest  amount  of  improve- 
ment has  been  efieeted,  and  in  which  works  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  are  more  advanced,  much  remaint.tb^  be  done^ 
and  may  be  done.  Local  Boards  of  Health  itre  invested^ 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  with  ample  poweM  for  cleans- 
ing, for  the  removal  of  nuisances^  for  preventim  the  cann- 
ing on  of  unwholesome,  or  noxious  trades  in  sucn  t  luanner^ 
as  to  injure  health,  for  preventing  the  ocotipation  of  cellars 
as  dwelling-houses, unless  under  certain  conditions;  for  pre- 
venting  the  occupation  of  any  dwelling-house  which,  on  the 
certificate  of  an  officer  of  health,  shall  appear  to  be  in  such 
a  filthy  and  unwholesome  state,  as  to  endanger  the  health  of 
any  person,  until  such  house  have  been  properly  and  efiec* 
tU'illy  whitewashed,  cleansed,  and  purified;  and  for  admi- 
nistering the  Common  Lodging-houses  Act,  the  provisions 
of  which  are  most  important.  All  those  powers  should  be 
exercised  at  the  present  juncture  with  extraordinacy  activity^ 
vigilence,  and  stringency. 

jBut,  though  it  may  be  needful  to  prosecute  the  work  of 
cleansine,  more  vigorously  than  in  ordinary  periods,  yet,  it 
should  be  done  under  supenision,  and  with  extraorainary 
care.  In  removing  accumulations  of  filth,  precautions  should 
be  taken  for  disinfection,  and  for  preventing  the  increase  of 
noxious  evaporation.  The  contents  of  foul  drains,  sewers, 
and  ditches  should  in  no  rase  be  spread  upon  the  surface, 
and  no  large  accumulation  of  filth  should  oe  removed,  ex* 
cepting  under  the  direction  of  a  medical  officer.    The  escsfie 
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of  noxious  eflavia  is  far  moro  dangerous  to  an  eptdeotdo 
than  in  any  ordinary  season. 

The  evil  of  overcrowding,  so  general,  not  only  in  eommoh 
lodging-houses,  but  in  tenements  of  all  descriptions  occupied 
b^  (he  poorer  classes,  especially  by  the  Irish*— an  evil  prii- 
venttUe,  and,  to  a  consKlerable  extent,  removable — shoutd 
be  at  once  and  by  all  practicable  means  reduced. 

Wherever  local  Boards  of  Health  exist,  they  should  in.  all 
'Cases  co-operate  with  the  Boards  of  Guardians;  and  it  is 
believed  that  the  Boards  of  Ouaiidians  will,  on  their  part,  co- 
operate with  local  Boards.  The  existing  means  for  the 
extraordinary  service  now  required,  are  divided  among  in- 
dependent local  jurisdictions;  medical  officers  in  JBrigland 
and  Wales,  bein|[  under  Boards  of  Guardians;  works  of 
aewage  and  cleansing  in  towns,  not  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  being  under  Town  Commissioners,  acttne  under/  local 
acts';  and  the  enforcement  of  orders  required  lor  the  public 
service,  being  with  the  magistrates  or*  municipal  authorities. 
It  is  confidently  expected,  that  a  common  feelitij^  will  give 
precedence  to  ttie  branch  of  service  specially  nefeoed  oi)  thik 
occasion,  and  insure  that  unity  of  action,  which  it  is  the  main 
object  of  the  rules  and  regulations  Issued  herewithV  to  autho- 
rise and  promote  for  the  conimon  object.  '       '     ;; 

Experience  has  shown  that,  in  the  case  of  the  actual  out- 
break of  the  epidemic,  the  chief  measures  to  be  rcjied  on,  for 
checking  its  spread,  are  those  which  prevent  overcrowding^ 
remove  persons  from  affected  houses,  and  bring  the  infect^ 
population  under  prompt  and  proper  treatment  during  the 
premonitory  stage  of  the  disease.  During  the  epidemic  of 
1849,  an  organisation  for  effecting  these  objects  was  brought 
into  operation,  the  main  parts  of  which  were,  the  establisb- 
tnent  of  a  system  of  house-to-house  visitation,  (he  opening 
of  dispensaries  and  houses  of  refuge,  in  affected  districts  for 
the  gratuitous  supply  of  medicines,  the  establishment  of 
houses  of  refuge,  lor  the  reception  of  such  indigent  persons,  as 
appeared  to  Be  in  imminent  danger,  resident  in  the  most 
filthy  and  overcrowded  houses,  the  provision  of  temporary 
hospitals,  for  the  reception  of  those  who  could  not  be  pro- 
perly treated  at  their  own  homes,  and  in  some  instances 
the  supply  of  tents,  for  the  removal  of  the  most  susceptible 
and  destitute  classes,  to  a  distance  from  infected  localities. 
The  result  of  this  system  was  that,  out  of  130,000  premoni* 
tory  cases  brought  under  its  operation,  no  fewer  than  6000 
of  which,  were  on  the  point  of  passing  into  the  developed 
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ftage,  only  260  went  into  the  coll^ipsed  stage  of  cholera,  or 
1  in  620.  But,  of  the  43,737  cases  under  visitation  in  the 
metropolis,  including  978  cases  on  the  point  of  passing  into 
the  collapsed  stage  of  cholera,  only  62  aciually  aid  so, — not 
1  in  800 ;  so  that,  taking  together  the  general  result  ot  this 
extended  experience,  it  appears,  that  the  proportion  of  cases 
under  early  treatment,  which  passed  from  the  premonitoiy 
into  the  developed  stage,  varied  from  1  in  600  to  1  in  800. 

No  doubt  is  now  entertained  of  the  efficacy  of  this  systero* 
or  of  the  duty  of  local  authorities  to  carry  it  Into  effect  on 
the  very  first  appearance  of  this  disease  in  an  epidemic  fonn» 
and,  as  none  can  tell  where  or  how  suddenly  the  pestilence 
may  alight,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  local  authorities  to  oe  prepa* 
red  for  the  emergency,  before  its  arrival .  Preparation  will  be 
attended  with  little  cost;  the  power  to  act  with  promptitude 
>And  efficiency,  when  the  necessity  for  action  arises,  will  be 
attended  with  a  great  economy  of  money  as  well  as  of  life. 

With  reference  to  those  precautions  against  the  diseai 
which  each  individual  may  take  for  himself,  or  the  heads  of 
families  or  establishments  for  those  under  their  charge,  the 
first  in  importance,  are  personal  and  household  cleanliness, 
and  the  freest  ventilation  of  living  and  sleeping  rooms  with 
pure  air;  the  purity  of  the  air  we  oreathe,  being  even  more 
essential,  than  the  wholesomeness  of  food  and  drink. 

When  the  disease  has  actually  broken  out,  and  become 
epidemic  in  any  district  or  locality,  then  the  one  essential 

{»recaution,  is  not  to  neglect  for  a  single  hour,  any  degree  of 
ooseness  of  bowels.  This  symptom  oeing  commonly  with- 
out  pain,  and  so  slight,  that  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  that  it 
can  be  of  the  smallest  consequence,  naturally  leads  to 
neglect,  and  this  neglect  has  cost  the  lives  of  thousands. 
Were  any  additional  proof  of  this  required,  it  would  be 
found  in  the  events  that  are  now  occurring  at  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead;  all  the  medical  men  there  t)ear  testimony, that 
premonitory  diarrhcea  is  all  but  universal,  and  that  life  de* 
pends  on  an  instant  attention  to  this  symptom. 

Thus,  one  physician  says,  **  He  has  never  yet  seen  a  ease 
without  premonitory  symptoms;''  another  states,** He  has 
found,  in  a  great  number  of  instances,  where  the  men  said 
they  had  been  first  seized  with  collapse,  there  had  been 
neglected  diarrhoea  for  twenty-four  hours,  or  even  forty-eight 
hours,  or  longer ; "  another  declares,  **  In  all  cases  of  col- 
lapse investigatsd,  it  is  found  there  had'  been  neglected  diar- 
rhcea.''   Even  in  the  cases  in  which  death  takes  place  with 
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the  greatest  rapidity,  the  suddenness  is  apparent  only,  not 
real ;  for  the  fatal  collapse  is  the  final  but  gradual  result  of 
diarrhoea,  neglected  for  several  hours*  and  sometimes  entire 
days.  It  must,  then,  be  repeated,  that  in  any  district  in 
which  cholera  is  epidemic,  life  may  depend  on  obtaining 

{prompt  and  proper  relief  for  painless  and  apparently  trifling 
ooseness  of  the  bowels. 

The  measure  of  precaution  next  in  importance,  relates  to 
the  proper  regulation  of  the  diet.  Great  moderation,  both 
of  food  and  drink,  is  absolutely  essential  to  safety,  during 
the  whole  duration  of  the  epidemic  period;  an  act  of  indis- 
cretion has  been  often  followed  by  a  sevei%  attack  ;  intem- 
Serance  at  such  a  time,  is  fraught  with  the  most  extreme 
anger.  During  the  epidemic  of  1849,  sudden  and  fatal 
attacks  of  the  disease  followed  immediately  on  the  indul- 
gence of  habits  of  drinking,  after  the  receipt  of  weekly  w^ees. 
The  intervals  between  the  meals  phould  not  be  long,  cholera 
being  uniformly  found  to  prevail  with  extraordinary  intensity 
among  the  classes  that  observe  the  protracted  fasts,  common 
in  E^istern  and  some  European  countries. 

The  utmost  practicable  care  should  betaken  againstfatigue, 
which  is  a  very  powerful  predisposing  cause  of  the  disease* 
Employers,  and  persons  engaged  in  laborious  occupations, 
should  endeavor,  as  far  af  possi  ble,  so  to  arrange  the  amount 
and  time  of  work,  as  to  avoid  physical  exhaustion. 

Warm  clothing  is  of  great  importance.  During  the  pre- 
sent epidemic  in  Hamburg,  it  has  been  found  that  mcautious 
exposure  to  cold  and  damp,  has  brought  on  an  attack  as  ra- 
pialy,  as  improper  food  or  excess.  This  precaution  against 
damp,  is  rendered  doubly  important  by  the  peculiarity  of  the 
present  season.  Long-continued  and  excessive  rains  have,  in 
many  plates,  surcharged  the  ground  with  moisture,  especially 
undrained  and  lowJying  districts,  placir  g,  in  many  instances, 
the  land  contiguous  to  towns,  and  oeyond  the  usual  range  of 
town  drainage,  almost  in  the  condition  of  marshes.  The  ex> 
halations  arising  from  a  surface  thus  saturated  often  with 
water,  holding  decomposed  matter  in  solution,  spread  to  the 
towns,  and  affect  the  inhabitants,  however  well-drained  the 
immediate  sites  of  the  towns  may  be.  The  General  Board 
were  so  apprehensive,  that  disease  would  be  extensively  pro- 
duced by  this  unusual  and  dangerous  state  of  a  large  portion 
of  the  country  (an  apprehension  which  was  subsequently  rea- 
lized by  the  breaking  out  of  disease,  allied  in  character  to 
cholera,  in  60  towns),  that  in  their  Notiflcation,  issued  in 
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December,  18SS>  th'ey  represented  lo  |locai^  aotborHies,  that 
this  calamity  afforded  a  special  occasion  for  admtoisteriQg 
extraordinary  assistonce  to  the  poor,  to  enable  thera  to  keep 
large  fires  in  their  rooms,  to  protect  themselves  from  cold 
and  damp  by  warm  clothing,  to  sustain  their  strength  by  a 
solid  and  nutritive  diet,  and  to  counteract  the  predisposition 
to  disease  induced  under  these  peculiar  circumstances,  by 
suitable  tonics  and  other  remedies,  under  medical  direction. 
This  representation  was  made,  when  there  was  a  threaten- 
ing of  the  return  of  cholera ;  it  is  now  among  us,  and  the 
General  Board  would  remind  the  affluent,  that  the  opportune 
ilnpply  to  their  poorer  neighbors  and  dependents  or  whole- 
some food,  warm  clothing  and  beddings  and  even  such  reme> 
dies  (to  be  always  in  readiness)*  aa  their  medical  attendant 
may  recommena  for  looseness  of  bowels,  is  charity  tn  the 
truest  sense,  and  may  be  the  means  of  saving  many  Uvea. 
It  is  also  much  to  be  desired,  thai,  the  Oeiieral  Board  wouM 
strongly  recommend,  that  thle^  higher  clashes  should  co-dpe- 
rate  with  the  clergy,  who  hare  done- so  inuch  to  promote  tike 
object  of  the  Legislature  under  the  Public  Health  Adi^  in 
making  fVequent  visits  among  th6  poor,  and  impressing  upon 
them  the  importance  of  folloi^tng  the  instructions  het«  laid 
down,  with  reference  to  wibich  there  is  a  perfect  aocordanoe 
between  the  College  of  Physieliaft  mhA  the  General  Board  of 
Health. 

In  conclusion,  aftei^  the  lat'ge'  experience  of  this  disease, 
which  has  been  obtained  since  the  General  Board  of  Health 
issued  their  first  Notification^  (1848),  they  <an  now  repeat, 
with  greater  confidence,  what  thiey  then  urged,^^haty  Ibrmi- 
dable  as  this  malady  is  ih  its  intense  form  and  developed 
stage,  there  is  no  disease  agjainst  which  it  is  in  our  power  to 
take  such  effectual  precaution,  both  as  colleetive  commuiH* 
ties  and  private  individuals,  by  attention  to  it  in  its  first  or 
premonitory  stage,  and  by  the  removal  of  those  agencies, 
which  are  known  to  propagate  the  spread  of  all  epidemic 
diseases,  or,  where  that  may  be  impracticable,  by  removal 
from  them.  Though,  therefore,  the  issues  of  events  are  not 
in  our  hands,  there  is  ground  for  hope,  and  even  confidence, 
in  the  sustained  and  resolute  employment  of  the  means  of 
protection,  which  experience  ana  science  have  now  placed 
within  our  reach. 

By  order  of  the  General  Board  of  Health, 

C.  MACAULAY,  SecreUry. 
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UNITED -ST ATESi 

On  a  Court  of  Midieal  Experts  in  Caies  of  Insanity. 
**The  adyantajse  and'ejcpediency  of  establishing  by  law,  m 
each  State  or  di«trict,  a  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Experts^ 
for  (he  purpose  of  investigating  and  te^tifyin^  in  trials,  crimi- 
nal and  civil,  where  the  questions  of  mental  soondness  are 
involved.*^  By;  Wm.  H.  Stokes,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  the 
Mount  Hope  Institution,  Baltimore,  Md.  Read  before  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  Medical  Superintendents  of  American 
Institutions  for  tlie  Insane,  held  at  Baltimore^  May  10, 1863. 

It  would  be  st^arcely  possible  unduly  to  exaggerate  the  diffi- 
culties and  enibarrassnients  experienced,  in  most  cases,  by 
juries,  where  the^  plea  of  insanity  is  advanced  in  extenuation 
of  crime,  and  where  it  becomes,  consequently,  necessary  to 
examine  medical  witnesses,  for  the  purpose  of  enlightening 
them  on  points  conceriiing  which  they  can  not  be  expecte<j^ 
by  any  previoun;  knowledge,  to  be  acquainted.  Hence,  the 
necessity  for  th#  inquiry,  whether  the  ends  of  justice  wbuld 
not  be  promoted^  and  juries  assisted  in  the  performance  of 
their  responsible  duties,  by  the  appointment  of  a  Board  of 
Commissioners  t)f  experts,  whose  duty  it  should  be,  after  a 
thorough  examiiiation  of  each  case,  to  testify  as  to-  the  va^ 
lidity  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  plea  rests. 

It  will  conduce  to  a  clear  understanding  of  the  important 
relations  of  this  subject,  and  assist  us  in  arriving  at  a  satisfac- 
tory conclusion  on  the  question  at  issue,  if  we  first  pass 
briefly  in  review  the  course  of  procedure  now  generally 
adopted  in  our  courts  whenever  tne  irresponsibility  of  an 
individual  is  sought  to  be  established,  on  account  of  a  sup- 
loosed  mental'  tmpairniteiit.  By  thus  considering  the  opera- 
tion of  the  present  system,  and  the  results  flowing  from  it, 
we  shall  be  better  enabled  to  detect  the  inconsistencies  and 
evils,  if  any,  attaching  to  it. 

In  the  majority  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  as  well  as 
throughout  most  of  Europe,  when  an  individual  has  com- 
mitted an  ofienca,  and  insanity  is  alleged  in  his  defence,  one 
or  more  medical  men  are  either  summoned  to  attend  at  the 
trial,  and  hear  the  evidence  of  witnesses,  or  they  are  directed 
to  hold  an  interview  with  the  accused  in  the  jail  previous  to 
the  day  of  trial,  and  from  such  opportunities  of  information 
they  are  called  upon  the  witness  stand  to  deliver  an  opinion 
as  to  the  existence  of  insanity  at  the  time  of  the  commission 
of  the  act.    The  medical  men  are  generally  selected,  either 
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because  the  counsel  happen  to  be  acquainted*  with  them,  or 
because  they  are  supposed  to  have  had  some  knowIed:;e  of 
the  acTUsed.  The  selection  is  usually  made  irrespective  of 
any  peculiar  fitness  on  their  part.  Their  capability  of  form- 
ing a  just,  accurate,  and  unprejudiced  opinion  on  the  question 
at  issue,  it  is  well  known,  but  rarely  constitutes  the  ground  ot 
their  appointment.  The  effect  of  such  a  coarse  can  be  readily 
conceived.  It  constantly  happens  that,  as  this  matter  is  en- 
tirely under  the  control  of  the  counsel,  and  the  selection  testa 
with  him,  motives  of  expediency  alone  govern  and  influence 
his  actions.  He  is  therefore  careful  to  secure  sui-h  profes- 
sional men  as  are  most  likely  to  subserve  his  particular  pur^ 
pose,  and  they,  flattered  by  the  compliment  thus  paid  their 
superior  discernment,  and  the  temporary  importance  it  gives 
them,  are  almost  unconsciously  led,  b^  a  little  adroit  prepa* 
ration,  and  a  statement  of  the  facts  it  is  expected  to  prove,  to 
entertain  views  in  accordance  with  the  side  the  lawyer  advo- 
cates. That  there  exist  in  our  profession  not  a  few  who  are 
ready  to  compromise  their  independence  under  such  circum- 
stances, can  nardly  be  denied — men  who  do  not  hesitate  to 
testify  for  or  against  the  insanity  of  an  individual  accused  of 
a  criminal  offence,  both  without  possessing  a  sufficient 
acquaintance  with  mental  diseases  to  enaMe  them  to  form  a 
correct  opinion,  and  without  having  enjoyed  opportunities  for 
that  thorough  and  repeated  examination  of  the  case  in  ques- 
tion which,  in  numerous  instances,  is  absolutely  necessary^ 
before  an  accurate  and  trustworthy  judgment  can  be  formed. 
Can  we  be  surprised,  then,  that  men,  thus  selected  and  sum- 
moned, without  reference  to  any  special  qualifications,  and 
without  facilities  for  an  adequate  mvestigation  of  the  case, 
to  give  evidence  upon  a  point  oftentimes  ot  (he  most  intricate 
and  difficult  character,  instead  of  expressing  the  results  of  m 
dispassionate  examination  of  scientific  facts,  Imt  reflect  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  counsel  who  requite  their  attend- 
ance? 

Even  should  the  medical  man  be  desirous  of  forming  his 
opinion  free  from  all  prejudice  and  improper  bias  of  this  na- 
ture, should  he  wish  to  enter  upon  the  examination  of  the 
accused,  uninfluenced  by  other  considerations  save  the  wish 
to  arrive  at  the  truth,  and  to  discharge  honestly  and  conscieo- 
tiously  his  duty,  he  still  finds  himself  embarrassed  at  the 
outset  by  a  want  of  familiarity  with  the  subject  of  insanity. 
The  majority  of  physicians  have  not  given  that  attention  to 
this  department  oi  disease,  and  have  not  received  the  neces- 
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sary  mental  training,  to  qualify  tbem  for  this  duty.  Mala- 
dies of  the  mind,  with  their  multiplicity  of  shades  and 
varieties,  have  constituted  no  part  of  their  medical  education* 
That  class  of  diseases  which  is  of  all  others  the  most  intri- 
cate and  obscure,  and  which  to  comprehend  in  their  countless 
shades  of  difference  and  varieties  of  form,  requires  the  nicest 
discrimination,  the  most  accurate  judgment,  and  the  closest 
observation— 'this  class  has  received  no  share  of  their  atten- 
tion and  study.  They  are  generally  free  to  confess  their 
want  of  all  practical  knowledge  and  experience  in  regard  to 
them,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  abandon  their  treatment  to  others 
more  conversant  with  them.  The  impression  very  justly 
prevails  in  the  profession,  that  mental  diseases  require,  for 
their  successful  management,  separation  from  home  and  its 
influences^  and  removal  to  an  institution  possessed  of  appro- 

firiate  arrangerrents  and  means  for  their  treatment.  Hence 
ew  are  willing  to  undertake  to  conduct  the  medical  treat- 
ment of  a  case  of  insanity  amid  the  inauspicious  circum- 
stances surrounding  him  at  home.  It  is  not,  therefore,  sur- 
prising that  practitioners  in  general  are  destitute  of  a  practical 
acquamtance  with. this  class  of  diseases.  And  yet  in  a  case 
involving  the  most  important  interests^^the  reputation  or  life 
of  a  fellow  being — when  his  irresponsibility  for  an  act  of 
criminality  is  advocated  on  the  ground  of  mental  unsound- 
ness, many  flatter  themselves  into  the  belief  of  their  being 
perfectly  competent  to  express  an  unequivocal  and  decided 
opinion.  In  consequence  of  his  want  of  familiarity  with 
the  intricacies  and  obscurities  which  invest  the  subject  of 
insanity,  and  carried  away  by  a  dangerous  presumption,  and 
the  dexterous  management  of  ingenious  counsel,  it  fre- 
quently happens  that  the  physician  is  led  to  the  expression  of 
sentiments  abounding  in  inconsistencies  and  absurdities. 
The  reports  of  trials,  in  which  the  question  of  insanity  is 
involved,  present  no  scarcity  of  instances  illustrative  of  the 
truth  of  this  remark. 

Then  again,  admitting  the  medical  witness  to  possess  a 

Eractical  knowledge  of  insanity,  it  is  almost  impossible  for 
im,  as  the  matter  is  now  managed,  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion 
that  should  be  considered  satisfactory  and  deserving,  of  confi- 
dence in  so  important  a  case.  As  it  to  surround  the  accused 
by  all  the  circumstances  best  calculated  to  embarass  the  exam- 
iner, there  escisls  the  most  unaccountable  deficiency  of  every 
proper  facility  and  opportunity  for  investigating  the  case.  He 
IB,  perhaps,  directed  by  the  counsel  to  visit  the  arraigned  party 
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at  the  jail,  and  there,  in  the  presence  of  one  or  more  depn* 
lies,  and  surrounded  by  numerous  other  colprils,  he  is 
expected  to  determine,  at  a  single  interview,  and  after  a  brief 
examination,  the  mental  state,  as  to  soundness  or  onsouod* 
ness,  of  the  individual  in  €|ue9tion«  If  actuallv  insane,  the 
medical  man  may  be  again  and  again  baffled  in  (be  most 
ingenious  attempts  to  elicit  it.  In  these  formal  interviews, 
it  may  often  happen  that  the  real  condition  of  the  mind,  and 
well*marked  and  characteristic  delusions,  may  be  concealed 
from  the  most  shrewd  observer,  and  may  suceessfally  elude 
the  best  directed  efforts  to  draw  them  forth.  We  all  know 
with  what  dexterity  the  insane  man,  if  he  has  a  sufficient 
motive,  can  resist  the  manifestations  and  display  of  his 
diseasel-Jiow.  rationally  he  will  discourse,  witn  what  pro* 
priety  he  will  conduct  his  movements  and  actions,  and  how 
very  different  he  may  appear  when  left  to  himself,  and 
unconscious  of  being  observed. 

Again,  the  time  when  the  inquiry  is  conducted  may  be 
inopportune*  Many  only  display  their  mental  impairmeat 
under  peculiar  circumstances,  at  particular  periods,  and  when 
a  certain  cord  of  feeling  or  train  of  thought  is  touched.  In 
the  absence  of  these,  it  may  be  impossible,  at  a  casual 
glance  and  on  a  hasty  examination,  to  detect  the  real  malady. 
How  inadequate  are  «ach  means  of  inquiry  as  those  above 
alluded  to,  for  the  detection  of  moral  insanity — those  no* 
merous  instances  in  which  the  insane  manifestation  is  merely 
found  in  the  conduct,  habits  and  acts,  the  reasoning  powers 
beine  unaffected!  No  hurried  examination  will  here  suffice 
for  determining  the  true  nature  of  «nch  cases.  Here  the 
most  profound  acquaintance  with  insanity  in  all  its  vaiying 
diamders,  and  the  nicest  discemtnent,  with  all  the  advan- 
tages of  a  searching  and  repeated  scru^y,  will  be  required 
tot  distinguish  a  mereeffcentriaity'aBd  irregularily  of  comhict 
fnm  Ihat  change  of  character  and  perveraion  of  feeling 
which  are  the  effects  of  disease.  How  lamentably  deficient 
afo  theprovistoostif'the  law  fot/the  ^cidatiooof  all  such 
casei^:  must  be  a|^rtot  to  every  one.  *  However  oompetenl 
may; bathe  medtmi  witneto.ibr.  the  <taek)  thci^ods  of  jtistiee 
ane  at  preseati  sureto  be  oftendefeated^  ioreonseqfaeooe  of  (be 
ii^aat  of  suitablift  arranftdmealb  and  prop^  oppoitanitiea,  ftth 
vided  by<law^for*isati^fattbrjKinve9ti|pitieo  and  appiatialion 
of  the  case,  t  To  test  8nd*»detivmine  a  question  so  teptHB 
with  intenest  and  inaportanoei  aa  that  iiielating'Co  the  tfue 
mental  oopiition^tor  ^an  individual  i^ac^used  St  a  ^riminai 
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offence,  and  for  whose  release  from  Ihe  penalty  attaching  to 
it,  the  plea  of  insanity  is  presented,  we  would  naturally  sup- 
pose that  the  law  would  aSbrd  every  facility  for  insuring  a 
free,  full,  and  dispassionate  examination.  For  this  purpose, 
numerous  visits,  made  at  different  and  unexpected  periods, 
when  the  accused  can  be  seen  alone  and  often,  and  at  times 
when  he  is  not  aware  of  being  observed,  are  imperatively 
necessary;  and  a  wise  and  enligntened  administration  of  the 
law  should  not  be  satisfied  with  anything  short  of  this.  But 
the  present  system  and  course  of  procedure  are  wholly  at 
variance  with  what  is  here  shown  to  bt*  required  by  the  very 
nature  of  the  case,  and  the  essential  characteristics  of 
insanity. 

Having,  in  the  preceding  remarks,  enumerated  some  of 
the  evil  consequences  and  disadvantages  attending  the  prac* 
tice  at  present  authorized  and  countenanced  by  law,  let  us 
now  proceed  to  examine  into  the  expediency  and  propriety 
of  the  court  establishing  a  Board  of  Commissioners  of 
experts,  constituted  of  persons  wholly  disinterested  and  prac- 
tically acquainted  with  mental  disorders,  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  and  testifying  in  trials,  criminal  and  civil,  when 
the  questions  of  mental  soundness  are  involved.  Having 
already,  in  the  coarse  of  the  foregoing  remarks,  presented 
some  of  the  objections  to  the  practice. of  taking  opinions  on 
this  subject  from  witnesses  specially  selected  by  those  who 
are  to  be  benefitted  by  their  evidence,  and  who  are  profess- 
edly incompetent,  trjr  reason  of  a  want  of  familiarity  with 
diseases  oi  the  mindf  and  of  sufficient  opportunities  for 
examining  the  case  in  question,  it  would  be  an  unpardonable 
trespass,  upon  the  time  and  patience  of  this  association,  to 
enter  upon  a  labored  argument  to  demonstrate  how  much 
better  tne  ends  of  justice  would  be  subserved  by  leaving  such 
questions  to  be. decided  by.a.Boaid  of  experts,  of  competent 
knowkdge,  and  appointed  ^under  proper  restrictions  as  to 
independence,  &c.  Here  we  have  the  only  security  for  the 
proper  performance  of  thia  duty,  and  it  must  be  apparent  that 
only  under  such  an  arrangement  can  it  be  possible  to  ascer- 
tain  satisfactorily  the  mental  condition  oi  .a  prisoner  sus* 
pected  of  being,  insane.        .        . 

By  the  amomtmentof  such  a  Boards  consisting  of  two  or 
more  individuals  «Qjtirely  independeot.in  their  action,  wholly 
disinterested  ^od  free  fcom.  personal;  bias,  the  most  essential 
aid  and  senrice  would  be-  rendered  the  jury.  It  would  be 
relieved  of «  weight  of  responsibility  and  difficulty  that  must 
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be  felt  by  every  enlightened  and  conscientious  jury  to  be 
sorely  oppressive,  when  required  to  decide-on  a  case  amidst 
the  conflicting  opinions  and  contradictory  statements  of  the 
medical  witnesses. 

To  possess,  for  their  guidance  in  a  case  of  doubCful  in- 
sanity,  the  matured  results  of  a  full  and  patient  examination, 
made  by  a  body  of  men  who  are  known  to  have  enjoyeJ 
unusual  opportunities  for  studying  the  character  and  conduct 
of  the  insane,  and  who  possess  the  qualities  of  mind  neoes- 
sary  to  enable  them  to  profit  by  their  observations  and  expe 
rience,  the  arduous  task  devolving  upon  them  would  be  shorn 
of  the  fullest  measure  of  its  embarrassment.    In  the  opinions 
of  such,  perfect  confidence  could  be  reposed,  as  it  stands  to 
reason  that  they  who  have  made  the  ever-varying  forms  of 
mental  disturbance  their  immediate  care  and  stud«,  must  be 
better  qualified  to  weigh  the  evidence  for  and  against  the 
reality  of  the  alleged  insanity  than  those  who  never  had  such 
opportunities,  and  who  are  consequently  devoid  of  all  pnic* 
tical  knowledge  of  the  subject.     Does  any  one  entertain  the 
fear  that  the  views  emanating  from  such  a  source  might 
exercise  an  undue  ascendancy,  and  encroach  upon  the  legiti- 
mate functions  of  the  jury?    It  is  difficult  to  imagine  any 
just  ^ound  for  such  an  apprehension.     It  is  impossible  to 
perceive  what  danger  or  inconvenience  could  result  from  the 
proposed  arrangement  on  this  score.     The  evidence  of  the 
Board  of  experts  would  not  decide  the  case;  their  opinion 
would  go  to  the  jury  with  the  rest  of  the  testimony,  afler 
having  been  analyzed  and  sifted  by  the  judge,  and  the  juiy 
would  estimate  its  value  in  accordmce  with  their  oath.    Far 
from  its  interfering,  in  the  slightest  measure,  with  the  pre- 
rogatives and  peculiar  functions  of  the  jurj'»box,  it  would 
still  devolve  upon  the  jury  to  consider  and  decide  upon  the 
true  value  and  correctness  of  the  conclusions  thus  arrived  at. 
It  has  been  well  remarked  that  "the  proper  duty  of  the 
medical  witness  is  to  assist  the  court  with  his  experience  and 
advice  to  arrive  at  a  just  decision  in  the  particular  case.     It 
is  not  to  say  what  symptoms  are  most  frequently  observed  in 
insane  persons,  or  to  deliver  abstract  opinions  on  the  nature 
of  insanity  generally,  but  to  deal  with  the  individual  case; 
to  give  the  court  reasons  why  he  adopts  the  conclusions  at 
which  he  has  arrived;   to  state,  in  fact,  what  are  the  partica* 
lar  circumstances  which  have  led  him  to  form  his  opinion  of 
the  case;  in  other  words,  to  say  why  he  thinks  the  accused 
sane  or  insane,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  then  leave  the  jury 
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to  determine  whether  the  reaeons  are  eofficiently  satisfactoTj 
to  induce  them  to  adopt  his  opinion.''*  In  the  adoption  of 
this  course  of  prooedore,  there  could  be  no  good  ground  for  a 
fear  of  their  usurping  the  province  of  the  jury.  ^  They  would 
merely  afford  such  assistance  in  guiding  the  juty  to  a  right 
decision,  which  their  more  enlarp;ed  experience  and  practical 
aoauaintance  with  a  class  of  diseases  the  most  di£BcuIt  to 
miaerstand  peculiarly  qualifies  them  to  3rield;  and,  indeed, 
without  sudi  assistance,  there  is  the  strongest  probability 
<<that  they  will  be  left  to  form  their  conclusions  with  the 
great  danger  to  the  cause  of  humanity  and  justice^  of  think- 
ing more  of  the  nature  of  the  offence  than  of  the  probable 
irresponsibility  of  the  accused*"  That  the  danger  here 
alluoed  to  is  not  chimerical,  abundant  testimony  is  not  want- 
ing* The  annals  of  criminal  jurisprudence,  unfortunately^ 
teem  with  instances  portraying  the  sad  effects  of  forming  a 
verdict  without  due  reference  to  the  state  of  mind  in  which 
the  act  was  committed. 

The  clear,  positive  and  practical  views,  emanating  from  a 
Board  so  constituted  woula  thus  tend  to  the  protection  from 
the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law  of  those  wnose  acts  have 
rather  had  their  source  in  the  afllictive  dispensations  of  Di- 
vine Providence  than  their  own  criminality.  Their  tendency 
would  be  to  relieve  such  cases  of  much  of  the  difficulty  and 
perplexity  incident  to  them,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  lighten 
the  oppressive  duties  resting  upon  the  jury.  There  would 
seem,  therefore,  to  be  no  well-founded  objection  to  such  a 
change  being  engrafted  upon  our  inodes  of  criminal  proce* 
dare,  that  when  the  plea  or  insanity  is  presented  in  extenuap 
tion  of  an  offence  against  the  laws,  and  the  court  entertain 
reasonable  doubts  of  the  person's  sanity  at  the  time,  that  he 
should  be  placed  under  the  daily  observation  and  surveillance 
of ^  one  or  more  experts,  whose  report  should  be  received  in 
evidence  at  the  trial.  The  veiy  fact  of  the  existence  of 
such  a  Board  would  have  the  salutary  effect  of  deterring  indi- 
viduals from  attempte  to  stimulate  insanity,  for  the  purpose  of 
>sscaping  the  just  penalty  of  the  law.  Offenders,  knowing 
they  would  be  subjected  to  the  keen  scrutiny  and  searching 
analysis  of  those  too  long  familiar  with  the  genuine  disease 
to  be  imposed  upon  or  deceived  by  efforts  to  counterfeit  it, 
and  that  every  act,  word  and  movement,  would  be  systemat- 
ically watehed,  few  would  have  the  effiontery  to  subject 

•  *<  Remarkf  on  tha  Plea  of  Insuiity,  and  oo  th«  Manacemait  of  CriaoiiuU 
KoBitiet,"  bf  Wm.  Wood. 
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themselves  to  so  severe  an  ordeal.  With  such  a  legal  pro- 
Tision  for  satisfactorily  esJtablishing  or  disproving  the  exkU 
«nce  of  insanity,  members  of  the  bar,  too,  would  be  less 
ready  to  plead  this  defence.  No  lawyer  would  be  foand  so 
regardless  of  his  own  reputation  and  interests  as  to  haaaid 
the  attempt  to  shelter  his  client  from  the  punishment  attach- 
ing to  his  crime,  without  well-founded  ^unds  for  believii^ 
it  could  be  successfully  urged  and  snstaraed.  It  would  alao 
tend  to  allay  the  morbid  sensibiUly  existing  in  eommunity  in 
reference  to  the  dangerous  consequences  of  the  too  ready 
•admission  of  this  plea.  By  such  a  salutary  enactment,  the 
public  would  possess  a  guarantee  that  the  shield  of  protec- 
tion, thrown  by  enlightened  humanity  around  the  nnfortuoate 
subject  of  a  disordered  intellect,  would  not  be  abused.  The 
suspicions  of  the  public  upon  this  point  would  be  removedy 
•ana  that  deep-rooted  and  Rowing  prejudice  with  which  eveiy 
jury  is  now  disposed  to  view  this  ground  of  defence  would  be 
obviated  or  corrected.  Thus,  in  eveiy  view  of  the  case,  the 
cause  of  justice  would  be  advanced  and  promoted,  and  by  its 

Seneral  aaoption,  the  plea  of  insanity  would  at  once  be  reii- 
ered  powerless  of  evil.  In  France,  and  in  most  of  tke 
German  States,  this  course  of  procedure  has  been  sucoeea- 
fully  engrafted  upon  their  judicial  proceedings,  and  its  advan- 
tages and  expediency  are  there  recognized  and  established. 
In  the  State  of  Maine,  this  change  has  also  been  enacted  in 
the  ordinary  methods  of  criminal  procedure,  in  cases  where 
the  accusea  is  alleged  to  be  insane.  The  act  provides  that, 
*<When  any  person  diall  be  charged  with  a  cnminal  ofleaoe 
in  this  State,  any  ju(^e  of  the  court  before  which  he  or  she 
b  to  be  tried,  on  notice  that  a  plea  of  insanitv  will  be  aaade, 
or  when  such  plea  is  made  in  court,  may,  if  he  deem  proper, 
order  such  person  into  the  custody  of  the  Siqierintendent  of 
the  Insane  Hospital,  to  be  by  him  detained  and  obsenred, 
until  the  further  order  of  the  court,  in  order  that  the  tmlb  or 
faisehobd  of  the  plea  may  be  ascertained."  A  similar  pio- 
viaion,  established  by  legal  enactment  in  all  the  diflerent 
States,  would  doubtless  tend  greatly  to  further  the  cauae  of 
justice,  and  to  relieve  this  department  of  criminal  joriapni- 
dence  of  one  fertile  source  of  mischief  and  perplexity. 

On  the  ireaiment  of  Tape-tDorm  by  the  Oil  of  PumMm^ 
Seeds.  Bv  Hbhbt  S.  Pattbbson,  M.  D.,  Professor  or  Ma. 
teria  Medica  in  the  Medical  Department  of  Pennsytvania 
College. —  In  the  Medical  Exammer  for  October^  1852,  I 
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reported  a  ease  of  ladieal  cure  of  Tsuia  by  the  use  of  an 
emal&ion  of  pumpkin  seeds,  after  the  OL  Terebinth,  and  even 
Kousso  bad  sigoaliy  failed.  Several  other  cases  have  been 
reported,  both  oefore  and  since  mine,  ali  ^oing  to  establi^ 
the  efficacy  of  this  new  remedy.  Should  it  prove  as  gene- 
rally successful  in  expelling  the  worm  as  the  cases  indicate, 
it  will  become  a  valuable  accession  to  our  means  of  treatment 
in  a  troublesome  and  often  obstinate  affection. 

The  seeds  of  the  common  uumpkin  {cucurbiia  pepo)^  con- 
sist of  a  leathery  white  envelop,  enclosing  an  oily  albumen 
of  a  sliehtly  greenish  tinge.  They  are  inodorous  and  have 
a  sweetish,  mucilaginous  taste.  Rubbed  up  with  warm 
water  or  milk,  and  sweetened,  they  form  a  very  pleasant 
emulsion ;  and  this  is  the  way  in  which  the^  have  geoeraUy 
been  administered.  They  abound  in  fixed  oil,  which  is  rea- 
dily yielded  on  expression,  and  appears  to  be  the  only  consti- 

-tuent  of  any  importance.  Conceiving  this  oil  to  be  the  an- 
thelmintic priuciple,  I  determined  to  use  it  in  the  first  case  of 
Taenia  I  snould  encounter.  A  (][uantity  was  obtained,  by 
cold  expression,   by  our  accomplished  pharmaceutist,  Mr. 

.  Frederick  L.  John,  of  Race  street.  From  four  lbs,  of  the 
seeds  he  procured  Jxiv  of  oil,  but  he  has  no  doubt  that,  if  the 
operation  were  conducted  on  a  larger  scale  and  more  care- 
fnlly,  the  yield  would  be  from  thirty  to  forty  per  cent.     The 

.oil  IS  clear,  transparent,  of  a  light  brownish  green  color,  with 
a  slight  oily  odor,  and  a  perfectly  bland  taste,  like  that  of  the 
oil  of  sweet  almonds.  It  has  now  been  kept  some  ten 
months,  (in  well-stoppered  bottles),  and  is  perfectly  sweet 

*  and  bland. 

No  case  of  tenia  has  occurred  in  my  own  practice,  but  in 
May  last  I  learned  from  Mr.  Jno.  C.  Lyons,  an  intelligent 
member  of  the  medical  class  of  Pennsylvania  College,  that  a 
poor  woman  in  his  neighborhood  (Kensington)  labored  under 
the  disease,  and  had  asked  his  advice.  I  requested  him  to 
use  the  pumpkin-seed  oil,  which  he  did,  and  with  the  hap- 
piest result.  Causing  her  to  fast  rigidly  for  twenty-four 
nours,  he  gave  her  3ss  of  the  oil  in  the  morning,  and  in  about 
two  hours  3SS  more.  This  produced  a  slight  disposition  to 
loooseness  of  the  bowels.  In  two  hours  after  the  last  dose,  31  of 
castor^oil  was  ^ven,  and  purged  freely,  bringing  away  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  the  worm.     From  that  period  until  the 

.present,  (September),  she  has  remained  entirely  free  from 
every  symptom  of  verminous  irritation,  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  worm  was  altogether  destroyed. 
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Taenia  is  of  so  rare  occurrence  with  ns,  tiitt  no  indtndsil 
practitioner  sees  enough  of  it  to  enable  him  alone  faiiiy  to 
test  an^  medicine.  I  therefore  beg  leave  to  ^1  the  atten- 
tion of  my  medical  brethren  to  a  remedy  readilr  obtaiaedi 
cheap  and  pleasant,  and  which  I  belieye  will  be  tooiid  qakit 
efficient. — medical  Examiner. 
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upon  the  Plan  or  Tawt,  A  dieeaee  of  Tropieal  Climaiee. 
^Br  M.  GcYON. — This  eruptive  disease,  called,  from  the 
raspberry-like  color  of  the  spots,  frambesta,  appears  to  be 
contagious,  and  transmissible  from  generation  to  generation. 
Its  transmissibility  by  inoculation  is  proved  by  the  ftc^  that 
it  has  been  conveyed  from  the  tropical  regions  of  ilmerica  to 
Africa^  doubtless  by  infected  Negroes  landing  from  ships 
trading  between  the  two  countries.  In  Algeria,  the  native 
physicians  consider  it  to  be  a  sort  of  syphilis,  and  treat  it  aa 
such.  They  direct,  for  forty  days,  a  strict  system  of  diet, 
under  which  the  disease  disappears,  but  it  returos  as  soon  as 
the  patient  reverts  to  his  usual  habits.  From  this  fact,  M« 
Guyon  concludes,  that  the  apparent  cure  is  but  a  phenome* 
non  connected  with  the  general  emaciation  and  disappearanot 
of  the  soft  parts. 

In  the  Antilles,  the  treatment  of  yaws  is  entmsted  to  No* 
noes,  the  same  class  of  men  who  profess  to  cure  setpent 
mtes.  They  administer  decoction  of  sanmparilla  and  sol* 
phate  of  ammonia.  Some  physicians,  it  is  said,  have  tried 
with  good  effect,  mercurials  combined  with  tisanes  of  goaim- 
cum  and  sarsaparilla.  The  usual  duration  of  the  disease  is 
four  to  five  months.  We  require  further  investigation  rea* 
pecting  it. 

PhyHedl  Deterioration  of  the  Pffistumt.— -The  Berfin 
Correspondent  of  the  Ttmst ,  observing  upon  the  tenacity 
with  wnich  the  Germans  retain  in  every  ethnological  worl^ 
the  description  of  their  nation  as  being^  warlike  {Krieaerisek)^ 
an  idea  which  may  perhaps,  be  found  in  the  pa^  of  Tadtoa 
or  Suetonius,  says  that  the  tradition  has  long  since  ceased  to 
be  true.  **  The  Germans  are  very  excellent,  worthy  people, 
but  are  no  more  warlike  than  any  other  people^  and  less  ao 
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than  most*  In  the  mnster  which  was  made  this  year  in 
Berlin,  as  eveiy  year,  of  the  youths  of  19  years  of  age,  bound 
to  serve  th«ir  appointed  time  in  the  ranks,  out  of  1111  young 
men  liable,  oniv  723  were  found  capable  or  fit  for  service.  J^ 

This  is  not  connned  to  the  capital  and  its  enervating  habits ;  ^^ 

the  military  autfaorities  show  that  it  is  still  worse  in  the  pro- 
vinces, and  particulariy  in  parts  of  Pomerania.  In  Halle, 
oat  of  818  who  submitted  themselves  this  month  as  being  of 
the  requisite  age,  only  427  were  eligible.  This  is  attributed 
to  their  having  been  bom  in  the  cholera  years  1832*3,  and  to 
many  havine  been  deprived  of  all  parental  care  from  their 
earliest  youth.  (The  same  result  has  lately  been  noticed  at 
Stockholm,  of  there  beins  an  insufficient  number  of  recruits 
to  be  obtained,  arising  m>m  the  imix>verished  phytique  of 
the  present  generation.  In  Sweden  it  is  attributed  to  the  im- 
moderate consumption  of  potatoes  and  distilled  liquors !)% 

VaeeinaHon  has  been  made  compulsory  in  Egjrpt.  In  the 
year  1861,  79,108  children  were  vacciated  by  the  public  em* 
jMojreef.  Of  these  children,  17.471  belonged  to  Upper 
Egypt. 

CAo/enr.*-This  disease  has  now  spread  over  the  Baltic 
Provinces;  cases  are  upon  the  increase  at  Stettin,  (170  had 
died  previous  to  Aug.  23),  and  are  numerous  at  Dantsij^^ 
where  the  epidemic  may  become  extremely  dangerous,  m 
the  lower  part  of  the  town,  and  in  the  environs,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  humid  atmosphere.  In  Denmark,  the  heat, 
which  has  prevailed  some  time,  has  caused  ^;reat  intensity  to 
the  cholera,  and  the  alarm  among  the  inhabitants  of  Copen- 
hagen is  such,  that  all  who  could  leave  for  the  provinces, 
which  are  yet  healthy,  have  done  so.  The  Medical  Boards 
•it  en  permanence^  and  several  physicians  have  already  fallen 
victims  to  the  disease.  The  King  of  Sweden  has  suspended 
the  Swedish  Consul  at  Lubeck,  for  supposed  laxity  in  not 
announcing  cases  of  cholera  that  had  broLen  out  there.  In 
spite  of  all  the  quarantine  precautions,  this  epidemic  has  in- 
troduced itself  mto  Sweden,  and  is  ragine  there,  though  not 
to  so  fearful  an  extent  as  in  Denmark.  The  King  himself 
visits  the  cholera  hospitals,  and  nothing  is  left  undone  to  mi- 
tigate the  evil.  At  Spendbore,  on  the  20th,  there  were  21 
deaths  out  of  66  cases.  The  cholera  appears  to  be  increasing 
at  Stockholm,  as  the  official  return  on  tne  19th  stated  21  ca- 
ses and  13  deaths.    The  disease  is  also  prevalent  at  Ystad, 
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Gothenburg,  and  Carlscrona.    It  is  stated  to  have  likewiie 
made  its  appearance  in  Christiana.     Accounts  from  Copen- 
hagen, up  to  the  26th  inst.,  stat^,  that  the  cholera  was  again 
somewhat  on  the  increase^     The  mtlitaiy  arrangements  for 
inspection  of  the  tiYiops  were  changed,  the  infantry  not  called 
out,  and  the  cavalry  only  to  the  extent  of  120  men  to  each 
squadron.     The  cholera  was  diminishing  in  St.  Petersburg, 
{mt  was  spreading,  though  in  a  mild  form,  over  all  the  Eas- 
tern provinces.— 3?eWi». — August  30. — The  cholera  hasap* 
peared  here  in  a  very  virulent  formi  though  in  a  veiy  few 
dases ;   since  the  beginning  of  the  month  up  till  now,  62 
oases  have  occurred,  of  which  37  were  fatal.    Now  that  the 
epidemic  is  here,  the  deliberations  as  to  the  building  of  a 
cholera  hospital  have  been  brought  speedily  to  an  end  in  the 
afflirmative.     Hamburgh.'^We  have  received  information 
from  Hamburg,  on  which  reliance  pay  be  placed,  that  Asta- 
tic cholera,  which  for  several  weeks  has  appeared  there  in 
ainele  or  isolated  instances  only,  forming  wnat  is  technically 
catfed  "  sporadic  ^  cases,  is  now  assuming  an  epidemic  fonn« 
There  appears  to  have  been  in  all,  from  160  to  ISO  cases  of 
the  disease,  about  two-thirds  of  which  have  been  fatal,  a  dr- 
cumst^nce  which  proves  the  extreme  virulence  of  its  charac- 
ter.   The  present  seats  ot  the  malady  are  the  places  where 
the  poor  English  sailors,  to  the  number  of  about  800,  lodge 
and  spend  their  time  on  shore.    They  are  at  present  wholly 
uncared  for.    During  the  epidemic  of  1848,  great  nnmbers  oi 
lives  among  this  class  of  men  were  lost  for  want  of  the  most 
common  precautions,  and  this  loss  of  life  will  be  repeated  nn* 
less  timely  measures  are  taken  for  their  protection. 

Singular  Efftd  of  a  Do$e  rf  Sirychnia. — Dr.  J.  G.  Ste** 
phenson,  of  Terre  Haute^  Ind.,  communicates,  in  a  letter  to 
the  editor,  the  following  unexpected  results  from  an  attempt 
to  poison  an  animal  with  strycnnia : 

*<  On  the  6th  inst.  I  gave  two  grains  of  strychnia  to  a  dog 
twelve  years  old,  that  was  entirely  deaf,  intending  to  kiU 
him.  After  taking  the  strychnia  he  was  left  to  co  where  he 
pleased.  The  next  day  he  was  not  only  as  well  as  on  the 
preceding  day,  but  haa  entirely  recovered  from  his  deafness 
—and  from  then  Until  now  he  has  heard  as  well  as  ever. 

<<  The  stiychnia  used  was  the  ordinary  article  of  the  shops, 
and  was  probably  impure,  but  it  had  acted  violently  in  pre- 
vious experiments  upon  animals.'^ 
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PrizB  Euaigg  of  the  American  Mtdieal  Astociatioh. — At 
a  meeting  of  the'  Association,  held  in  New  York,  in  May» 
1863,  the  andersigned  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  receive 
volootary  communicatioofi  on  medical  subjects,  and  to  award 
two  prizes  of  $100  each,  to  the  authors  of  the  best  two  es- 
says. 

Each  communication  must  be  accompanied  by  a  sealed 
packet,  containing  the  name  of  the  author,  which  will  be 
opened  only  in  the  case  of  the  successful  competitors.  Un- 
successful  communications  will  be  returned,  on  application, 
after  June  1st.,  1864. 

Communications  must  be  addressed,  post-paid,  to .  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  Dr.  Charles  A.  Pope,  123  Lo- 
cust street,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on  or  before  the  30tb  of  Ms^rch, 
1864. 

Charles  A.  Pope,  M.  D.,  Thomas  Reyburn,  M.  D.,  John 
S.  Moore,  M.  D.,  John  B.  Johnson,  M.  D.,  A.  Litton,  M. 
D.,  Committee. 

CHAaioEs  A.  Pops,  M.  D.,  Chairman* 

Upon  the  Diagnoeis  of  Fractures,  By  Loriivsbr. — Lo- 
rinser  recommends  the  production  of  insensibility  by  ether 
iiihalations,  as  a  means  of  facilitating  the  diagnosis  of  frac- 
tiires  in  doubtful  cases.  Not  only  is  the  patient  spared  the 
pain  of  the  examination,  but  those  involuntary  muscular  con* 
tractions  are  avoided  which  prevent  extension  and  the  proper 
adaptation  of  the  broken  bone. 

Lorinser  especially  recommends  this  plan  in  cases  of  frac- 
ture of  the  lower  end  of  the  radius,  which,  though  followed 
by  serious  consequences  as  regards  movement,  if  neglected  do 
not  cause  such  an  amount  of  deformity  as  to  render  the  nature 
of  the  accident  immediately  obvious. 

He  has  succeeded  in  feeling  crepitation  in  these  cases, 
when  the  patient  has  been  rendered  unconscious  and  unresist- 
ing. 

In  the  diagnosis  of  fractured  ribs,  the  author  trusts  to  the 
diminished  respiratory  movements  at  the  seat  of  injury,  and 
to  the  sound  obtained  by  auscultation.  The  latter  is  a  dull 
murmur,  in  which  neither  the  in  nor  the  ex-piratory  sound 
can  be  distinguished;  he  imagines  this  to  proceed  from  the 
imperfect  respiration,  and  from  the  irregular  movements  of  the 
air  in  the  minuter  bronchi.  The  crepitation  of  the  broken 
bones  may  be  heard  through  the  stethoscope. — Wein.  Med. 
Wochnscnr. 
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GcdwifKhPuneture  in  Varieo$iiie$  and  Aneuri$m$.  Bf 
Dr.  Wkrnbr  Steinlin.  Id  opposition  to  the  manj  faTon- 
ble  results  recorded  after  the  applicatioa  of  galvano-paoclare 
in  aneurisms  and  varices  (viae  Schuh's  Commanicatiooi^ 
Jahr.  LXIX),  there  are  upon  record  several  cases  in  which, 
in  place  of  the  coagulation  of  the  blood,  or  in  conjunction 
with  it,  there  has  ensued  inflammation,  followed  by  suppura- 
tion. Baomgarten  and  Wurtenbere,  therefore,  established 
experiments  to  learn  the  influence  or  the  different  poles,  and 
found — 

1st.  That  the  negative  pole  alone  effected  no  coagulation. 

2d.  That  both  poles  together  effected  a  slow,  weak,  and 
often  incomplete  coagulation. 

2d.  That  the  positive  pole  alone  worked  out  this  effect 
quickly,  safely,  and  completely. 

These  experiments  were  conducted  upon  living  men  and 
beasts;  also  upon  fluid-blood,  contained  m  closed  vessels,  so 
that  not  only  the  ultimate  result,  but  the  whole  process  was 
watched.  Then  thev  instituted  experiments  upon  albumen, 
and  obtained  the  following  results:  That  coagulation  takes 
place  at  the  positive  pole  only,  while  at  the  negative  pole 
there  is  only  a  froth;  ttiat  the  coagulating  power  of  the  posi- 
tive pole  differs  according  to  the  metal  of  which  its  needle  is 
made ;  that  the  working  is  strongest  where  zinc  is  employed; 
lastly,  that  a  considerable  separation  of  the  two  poles  infla* 
ences  the  action  but  little,  provided  that  the  intervening  sub- 
stance be  a  good  electrical  conductor.-^fPtsn  Zt«cA. 

Comparative' MafialUjf  in  France, England  and  Prtissia* — 
In  France,  the  annual  mortality  is  1  in  42;  in  England,  1  in 
46 ,  in  Prussia,  1  in  38 ;  in  Austria,  1  in  33  ;  in  Russia,  1  in 
28.  In  the  latter  country,  the  mortality  to  100,000  livins  is 
8690  annually ;  while  that  of  100,000  living  in  England  is 
2207.  In  most  of  the  towns  of  Italy,  the  mortality  is  3  or  4 
per  100 ;  at  Naples,  to  100,000  living,  there  are  4046  deaths 
annually.  It  is  in  England,  that,  contrarv  to  all  expectation, 
the  mortality  is  less  than  in  all  civilized  States ;  and  this,  not- 
withstanding the  high  rate  of  mortality  in  her  great  maaafisc- 
turing  towns.  It  is  the  agricultural  districts  that  produces  for 
England  this  favorable  result,  as  compared  with  other  coua* 
tries. 
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Cold  at  an  Ana€sthUie  Agent.    By  Thoi.  Wood,  M.  D. 

When  we  reflect  that  every  person  has  experienced  the 
nnmbing  efl^ct  of  cold  on  the  surface  of  the  oody,  and  ex- 
perienced  the  complete  insensibility  to  slight  injuries  done  to 
the  skin  of  the  fingers  and  hand  while  exposed  to  a  low  tem- 
perature of  the  atmosphere,  we  are  surprised  that  the  idea  of 
using  cold  in  surgical  operations  has  been  reserved  through  all 
past  time,  to  become  a  discovery  of  the  present  age*  It  is 
strange,  but  true,  that  the  investifipiting  mind  in  search  of  an 
undiscovered  principle  or  fact,  often  looks  far  beyond  its  ob- 
ject, into  the  obscure  distance,  and  hence  fails  to  detect  what 
18  near  and  obvious :  like  the  untrained  miner,  in  search  of  the 
secret  treasures  of  the  earth,  who  fruitlessly  delves  into  the 
chaotic  mountain  mass,  while  he  treads  the  undiscovered 
golden  sands  beneath  his  feet,  in  his  daily  walks  over  the 
plain. 

Since  the  introduction  of  cold  for  the  purpose  of  destroy- 
ing the  pain  of  surgical  operations,  I  have  used  it  quite  freely 
in  various  cases.    In  most,  it  has  more  than  met  my  expecta* 
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tions,  while  in  some  it  has  entirely  failed,  or  bol  puttally  re^- 
lieved  the  suffering. 

It  is  not  my  present  purpose  to  give  a  detail  of  the  cases  in 
which  I  have  used  it,  but  rather  to  ejve  the  rales  gathered 
from  my  experience  in  its  use»  and  indicate  the  class  of  cases 
to  which  it  seems  best  adapted. 

The  degree  of  cold  required  to  destroy  the  sensibility  of  a 
part  is  but  a  little  above  that  of  the  freeuog  poiot  of  waler, 
and  it  must  be  obvious  to  all  that  this  degree  of  temperature 
can  not  be  with  impunity  extended  over  a  large  surface  of  the 
body,  or  made  to  penetrate  to  a  depth  much  below  the  var^ 
face  in  any  of  the  more  vital  regions ;  hence  its  use  is  natON 
ally  restricted  to  the  minor  and  more  superifidal  operations, 
and  can  never  take  the  place  of  chloroform  or  some  of  its 
kindred  agents,  in  operations  involving  the  deep  tisanes  of  the 
body. 

To  operations  upon  the  surface,  such  as  removing  small 
warts,  tumours,  and  nevii,  or  other  excrescences  from  the 
skin,  it  seems  peculiarly  adapted ;  and  for  destroying  the 

Jain  in  the  extraction  of  diseased  or  offending  nails  Iroai  the 
ngers  or  toes,  it  is  far  preferable  to  chloroform.  First,  it  is 
to  be  preferred  for  the  reason  that  in  its  use  there  is  no  danger 
of  fatal  injury  to  the  constitution,  as  in  chloroform,  for  its  ef- 
fects are  purely  local  and  circumscribed  ;  and,  second,  because 
the  insensibility  is  more  complete  than  is  ordinarily  obtained 
by  chloroform,  and  is  fully  equal  to  the  most  overwhelming 
dose.  I  have  repeatedly  witnessed  the  most  perfect  com« 
posure  of  countenance  in  my  patients,  while  a  nail  of  the  toe 
or  finger  was  rudely  torn,  with  a  strong  forceps,  from  its  ma- 
trix, without  the  least  exhibition  of  a  sense  ot  pain,  or  acoo' 
sciousnesa  of  the  progress  of  the  operation,  except  from 
sight. 

It  acts  well  on  the  skin,  where  a  small  portion  is  to  be  re- 
moved; but  in  plastic  operations  I  would  not  use  it,  as  the  re- 
frigeration necessary  to  remove  the  pain  might  so  destroy  the 
vitality  of  the  flap,  that  direct  union  (upon  which  success  in 
these  operations  wholly  depends,)  would  not  take  place. 

It  has  failed  in  my  hands  to  be  of  any  service  in  removii^ 
hoefhorchoidal  tumors,  although,  according  to  some  of  the 
European  surgeons,  it  has  answered  well  for  them  in  opera* 
tions  on  the  anus. 

In  one  case  I  attempted  to  remove  a  string  of  venerial  vem- 
tations  from  around  the  verge  of  the  rectum,  but  was  onable 
to  get  the  part  sufficiently  chilled  to  even  lessen  its  scnsi- 
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bilit]%  and  I  was  inally  obliged  to  use  the  chloroform  before 
the  operation  was  completeo. 

The  failure  was,  doubtless,  owing  to  the  rapid  nuff\y  of 
beat  to  the  part  from  the  highly  vascular  organs  m  its  vicinity, 
and  the  diraculty  of  conducting  it  away  rapid  enough  to  re^ 
Seethe  temperatare  in  the  tumors  to  near  the  freezing  point} 
and  this  diAcnlty,  in  all  probability,  will  ever  prevent  its  suo« 
cessful  use  in  operations  on  the  painful  tumors  of  the  anua 
and  rectum. 

Cold  has  also  failed  to  give  much  relief  from  the  pain  of 
opening  paronychia.  * 

While  it  numbs  Ihe  surface  of  the  finger,  it  does  'not  lessen 
the  sensibility  toward  the  bottom  of  the  wound,  ewn  when 
the  application  is  made  a  considerable  time  previoas  to  the 
use  01  the  bistuary. 

To  chill  a  pait  Chat  is  to  be  subjected  to  an  operation,  for 
instance,  a  finger  or  toe,  it  is  only  necessary  to  get  some 
IKHinded  ice  or  snow,  and  mix  with  it  some  common  salt,  aiul 
apply  it,  taking  care  to  not  extend  it  much  beyoikl  the  region 
to  be  operated  on.  From  three  to  four  minutes  will  mostly 
aulBce  to  remove  all  feeling  from  the  attachments  of  a  toe 
nail. 

It  is  no  matter  how  rapidly  the  temperature  is  reduced,  but 
after  the  operation,  it  is  very  essential  that  it  should  be  raised 
cautiously  and  slowly  up  to  the  vital  standard  again.  To 
effect  this  object  safely,  a  towel  or  large  cloth  Aould  be  satur- 
ated with  cold  ice^water,  and  allowed  to  remain  on  the  part 
until  reaction  is  fully  established. 


S)g8€nttrf''^part%enUrljf  atitii  prevalBnt  in  Montyomerv 
eouniffj  Ohio,  Read  before  the  Montgomery  county  Med- 
ieal  Society^  at  its  February  Meetingy  1854.  By  I.  A. 
Coons,  M.  D. 

The  disease  I  propose  to  discass  briefly  at  this  time,  has 
received  various  names  by  different  authors— -such  as  coloni*- 
tis,  colitis,  and,  in  common  lanmage,  flux.  This  affection, 
and  its  successful  treatment,  is  tne  more  important  to  us,  be- 
caoae  of  its  frequent  epidemical  occurrence  in  this  county, 
mud  its  extremely  fatal  tendency  in  some  neighboring  localities. 
All  dysentery  may  be  divided  into  simple  and  complicated, 
in  degree  of  severity^  and  into  epidemic  and  sporadic,  in  re* 
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ference  lo  the  number  atUcked.    The  fini  division  WP^nv 
to  be  all  that  is  necessary  to  a  proper  UDderstanding  of  tnis  af- 
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fection,  and  if  correctly  traced,  will  lead  to  its 
treatment  Inflammation  of  the  mncoos  merabrene,  of  the 
large  intestines,,  especially  of  the  colen  and  rectam^  attended 
by  the  following  symptoms,  constitutes  flux  ^  permanent  paua 
in  the  lower  portion  of  the  abdomen,  with  tenderness,  oq 
pressure,  over  tbe^  region  of  the  colen.  Tenesmus  is  invari' 
ably  present,  and  is  one  of  the  most  distressing  symptoms  of 
the  disease,  frequently  causing  prolapsus  ani,  and  doing 
other  violence  to  the  surrounding  soft  parts. 

The  dischaiges  from  the  bowels  in  dysentery  are  veiy  fre- 
quent, and  consist  generally  of  mucous  and  Mood,  in  varioa 
proportions,  sometimes  one  predominating,  and  sometimeo 
another. 

Lai^  quantities  of  blood  discharged  from  the  bowels  in 
this  disease,  denote  a  hi^h  grade  of  local  inflammation,  with 
eytensive  lesions  of  the  mtemal  coats  of  the  colen,  especially 
if  we  have  mixed  with  the  blood  a  substance  closely  resem- 
bling the  scrapings  of  hog's  guts. 

In  slight  cases,  the  stools  consist  principally  of  mucous, 
streaked  with  blood;  and  in  more  severe  ones,  of  the  simple 
form,  it  is  a  favorable  indication  to  see  the  discharses  assume 
more  of  the  muco-purulent,  and  less  of  a  bloody  appear^ 

ance. 

Simple  dysentery  is  seldom  attended  with  mach  febrile  ex- 
citement ;  but  there  is  often  present,  in  nervous  patients,  a  fre- 
quent and  somewhat  excited  pulse,  caused  by  the  excessive 
tormina  nearly  always  present.  I  will  name  a  few  symptoms  of 
complicated  dysentery ;  but  it  will  be  seen  that  they  depend 
entirely  upon  the  part  aflfected,  and  the  extent  of  the  lesions* 
For  instance,  a  simple  case  may  take  onanunlceration  of  the 
bowels,  become  chronic,  and  be  characterized  by  a  low  grade 
of  fever,  resembling  typhoid.  We  may  have  extreme  tender* 
ness  on  pressure  over  nearly  the  whole  region  <^  the  abdomen, 
with  a  high  grade  of  febrile  action,  and  a  disposition  to  dis- 
charge only  the  lower  portion  of  the  bowels,  pointing  to  the 
outer  tunics  of  the  intestines  as  the  afiected  part.  Again,  we 
may  have  fullness  of  the  abdomen,  dry  toiq^e,  painful  dys- 
pnea, and  an  anxious  countenance,  denotii^  serious  aflbcbon 
of  the  peretoneal  covering  of  the  lar^e  intestines.  The  synapt- 
toms  may  go  to  show  that  the  liver  is  implicated ;  bat  I  think 
the  importance  of  the  liver  in  causing  trouble  in  this  aftctioo. 
is  entirely  overrated. 
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1  liave  heard  physians  say  that  flax  was  nothing  but  a  bib 
lious  diarrhoBa;  but  so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  I  find  it  to  be 
quite  another  matter,  as  I  have  found  the  liver  seldom  im- 
plicated in  this  disease.     I  do  not  believe,  that  the  liver  has 
anything  more  to  do  in  producing'  simple  flux  than  it  has  in 
causing  pharyngitis.  Dysentery  is  almost  always  preceded  by 
diarrhcea.    The  diagnosis  of  this  complaint  is  not  diflScult  in 
its  simple  form,  but  may  be  rendered  somewhat  obscure  in 
protracted  cases  where  other  diseases  appear  to  be  present. 
The  etioloffy,  or  cause  of  flux,  has  occupied  considerable  at- 
tention of  different  writers,  some  attributing  it  to  diet  and 
mode  of  life,  acme  to  climate  and  atmospheric  vicissitudes, 
while  others  think  it  depends  upon  tne  same  malaria  that 

Eroduce  periodic  fevers  so  modified  that  instead  of  ague  we 
ave  dysentery. 

There  is  a  region  of  country  in  the  middle  and  noKh- western 
portion  of  Montgomery  county,  Ohio,  very  nearly  bounded 
oy  the  following  towns  and  their  immediate  neighborhoods, 
Liberty,  New  Lebanon,  Amithy,  from  Amithy  down  Wolf- 
creek,  within  three  or  four  miles  of  its  mouth,  thence  south- 
west to  a  point  three  and  a  half  miles  west  from  Dayton  on 
the  Eaton  pike,  thence  a  little  south  of  west  to  Ttytown,  on 
the  Oermantown  pike,  and  from  thence,  in  a  semi-circular 
direction  to  Liberty  again,  with  the  middle  convex  portion  of 
the  semicircle  pointing  south-west.  The  district  bounded  as 
above,  is  composed  of  high  lands  principally,  having  no  bot- 
toms, excepting  a  few  small  ones  along  the  head-waters  of 
Wolf  and  Bear  creeks.  This  part  of  Montgomery  county  has 
been  severely  affected  with  dysentery  for  the  last  seven  years, 
until  last  year,  commencing  about  the  first  of  Atigust,  aud 
lasting  about  two  months,  reaching  its  bight  near  the  first  of 
September.  It  appears  to  have  prevailed  epidemically  in  this 
district  for  six  years  in  succession,  and  very  decideely  so  in 
the  falls  of  '49  and  ^62.  Last  year  there  were  but  few  cases 
in  this  section  of  country — not  more  than  eight  or  ten— while 
in  the  season  of  '62  there  were  about  160  cases,  and  nearly  as 
many  in  '49. 

Dysentery,  as  prevailing  in  this  region  already  described, 
was  of  the  simple  variety,  with  few  exceptions,  and  out  of  60 
cases  coming  under  my  care  in  '62,  there  was  but  one  death, 
thowing  the  mildness  of  the  disease. 

•  The  cause  of  flux  within  the  boundaries  as  above  given, 
iippears  to  have  been  endemic,  and  consequently  couRi  not 
I»v6  b^ii  diet,  mode  of  life,  or  the  whole  county,  with  those 


adjoiDiBg,  woqU  have  been  affected  also.  It  oeuld  not  kave 
been  climate  or  atmospheric  peculiarites,  for  the  same  reason; 
neither  could  it  have  been  a  malaria  identical  with  that  of  iiih 
termitting  fever,  for  ague  is  a  veiy  rare  disease  in  this  djseii^ 
teric  location.  We  occasionallj  meet  with  a  sporadic  caso^ 
but  it  has  not  prevailed*  epidemically  at  least  for  the  last  seven 
years — ^it  is  not  that  part  of  Montgomery  comity  where  we 
would  go  to  see  intermitting  fever. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  climate,  mode  of  lile,  etc.,  have  % 
modifying  effect  upon  flux,  and  the  cause  of  producing  it,  but 
tjbe  disease  appears  to  be  caused  by  a  virut  peculiarly  W#  oms; 
and  I  do  not  see  whjr  its  cause  should  not  be  as  se|parate  and 
distinct  from  intermitting  fever  as  from  Inflammation  of  the 
pharynx,  for  its  symptoms  (flux),  no  more  resemble  ague  than 
the  smallpox.  It  is  true  that  flux  and  ague  may  oocur  in  the 
same  locality,  and  it  is  also  true  that  they  may  not,  as  in  the 
above  instance. 

Measels  frequentljr  exist  in  the  same  locality  with  intennit* 
ting  fever,  ana  a  patient  may  have  boih  diseases  at  the  same 
time,  but  we  would  not  pretend  to  say  the  cause  of  the 
was  the  cause  of  the  other. 

While  the  disease  prevuling  in  the  middle  and  north-i 
em  portion  of  this  county,  where  there  is  seldom  any  agne^ 
was  characterized  by  its  mild  symtoms  and  favomble  termi* 
nation,  there  was  an  epidemic,  fast  year,  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Miamisburgh,  verylimited  in  extent,  confined  principally  tn 
an  aguish  district.  This  epidemic  was  f>f  the  complicated 
variety,  with  a  marked  tendency  to  prove  fatal.  Whether  the 
malaria  of  intermitting  fever,  in  the  last  named  district,  had 
anything  to  do  with  determining  the  variety  of  the  affection  and 
the  extent  of  its  mortality  ma^  be  a  question.  The  trent-^ 
ment  of  anv  particular  case  of  dysentery,  will  depend  upon 
whether  it  be  simple  or  complicated.  The  indioatiens  of  cnie 
in  simple  flux  are  nearlv  always  the  same ;  and  are,  first,  to 
allay  pain,  (which  is  always  present),  by  the  administraden 
of  opiates  and  warm  applications  to  the  abdomen,  with  rest 
in  the  recumbent  position.  The  second  indication  is  to  pro* 
duce  an  alterant  action  on  the  mneous  membrane  of  the  colen 
and  rectum,  and  reduce  the  local  inflammation  bvthe  admin* 
istration  of  calomel  in  smell  doses,  and  where  there  is  much 
febrile  excitement,  minute  portions  of  ipecac ;  blistering  may 
also  be  used  to  meet  part  or  this  indication  in  obstinate  cases* 
The  third  indication  is  to  prodnce  natural  stools,  ond  e\eciw 
ate  the  bowels.of  any  retained  matters  fiem  the  npper  end 
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nuddle  portions,  and  arouse  the  action  of  the  diporatiry  or* 
gans  by  the  use  of  castor  oil  and  spirits  turpentine.  Fouitbly, 
to  check  the  tenesmus  and  frequent  discharges  by  giving  act* 
plumbi,  cret.  prep«,  and  morpb.  Astringent  injections  maj 
also  be  given  in  oostinate  cases* 

The  indications  of  the  samei  in  complicated  dysentery,  as 
in  simplei  with  the  addition  of  the  complications,  which  will 
have  to  be  prescribed  for  according  to  their  locality  and  sever* 
ity. 

I  wish  to  saj  a  few  words  in  reference  to  the  treatment  of 
children  in  this  affection.  Owing  to  the  predominence  of 
their  nervous  system,  they  will  bear  neither  opiates  nor  blisters 
well,  and  if  given  at  alU  it  should  be  with  great  caution,  for 
I  have  seen  bad  effects  from  their  use,  throwing  the  little 
patients  into  distressing  convulsions,  followed  sometimes  by 
speedv  death.  I  have  seen  more  harm  than  benefit  from  the 
use  of  injections  in  small  children.  They  appear  to  increase 
the  tenesmus  by  the  pipe  of  the  syringe  and  the  body  of  the 
injection  coming  in  contact  with  the  extreme  sensitive  sur- 
face of  the  rectum,  being  seldom  retained  more  than  a  second 
or  two. 

When  called  to  treat  a  simple  case  of  flux  in  an  adult,  I 
administer,  every  three  hours,  a  powder  composed  of  calo« 
mel  grs.  ii.,  act.  plumb,  iii.  grs.,  morpb.  1-8  ^.,  until  four 
powders  be  taken.  About  three  hours  after  giving  the  last 
powder,  I  order  one  tablespoonful  of  castor  oil,  and  a  teaspoon-^ 
full  of  turpentine  spirits,  mixed  with  a  few  drops  laudanunu 
After  this  has  operated  pretty  freely  by  producing  full  stools^ 
I  order  a  powder,  given  every  three  hours,  or  often  enough  to 
allay  pain,  and  check  ihe  frequent  discharges,  compost  of, 
morph.  1-6  gr.,  cret.  prep.  iii.  grs.,  act.  plumb,  iii.  grs.  If 
there  is  much  febrile  excitement,  small  portions  of  ipecac  may 
be  added. 

The  indication  of  treatment  in  complicated  dysentery  are 
the  same  as  in  simple,  with  the  additions  of  the  compiica* 
tions.  These  latter  will  have  to  be  treated  according  to  their 
symptoms  and  locality.  It  is  very  seldom  the  above  course 
of  treatment,  once  applied,  will  not  effect  a  cure,  but  it  ma^  be 
necessary  to  ^ive  the  hydg.  sub.  repeatedly,  and  to  administer 
oil  or  turpentme  every  two  or  three  days,  unless  there  are  free 
natural  discbarges  from  the  bowels. 

Flux  appears  to  have  no  certain  duration,  or  particular 
stages  through  which  to  pass,  but  it  may  last  from  a  few  days 
to  several  weeks.    The  average  duration  of  ihe  diseasej  as  it 
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prevailed  in  the  portion  of  this  county  already  named, 

about  eight  or  ten  days,  in  the  simple  form,  bat  much  longer 
in  the  complicated.     It  is  frequently  necessary  to  continue  tne 
treatment  proposed,  to  meet  the  last  indication,  for  several 
days  after  the  active  symptoms  have  passed,  in  order  to  coun* 
teract  the  tendency  to  tenesmus  and  frequent  discbarges. 

If  there  is  any  disease  that  requires  a  continual  and  per- 
severing treatment,  it  is  dysentery. 


6ol*t-e9poi)dertce. 


Paris,  December,  1863- 

Continuation  of  the  discussion  on  the  Perchloride  of  Iron. 
— Letters  of  Follin  and  Ricord  on  Syphilis. — Puerperal 
Convulsions — Cholera,  its  Treatment  and  Mortality. — 
By  John  A.  Murphy,  M.D.,  Pro^.  Mat.  Medica,  Miami 
Medical  College,  Cincinnc^i^  Ohio 

Editors  We$tem  Lancet : 

The  discussion  of  the  cure  of  aneurisms  by  the  injection 
of  the  perchloride  of  iron  into  the  sac,  having  occupied  aeve* 
ral  sittings  of  the  Academy  since  my  last,  has  finally  beea 
brought  to  a  close.  The  members  seem  to  have  become 
tired  with  it ;  for,  at  the  last  meeting,  in  November,  the 
President  announced  it  to  be  in  order,  no  one  arose  to  speak. 
This  is  not  by  any  means  the  last  of  this  question.  The  dia* 
cussion  and  opinions  of  some  have  had  the  efkcX  to  stimulate 
those  already  engaged  in  experimenting,  and  of  encouraging 
others  to  begin. 

The  discussion  has  from  the  beginning  been  conducted  with 
great  spirit.  Indeed,  during  one  or  two  of  the  meetings,  some 
considerable  feeling  was  manifested  by  Velpean,  owing  to 
some  remarks  of  M.  Oerdry.  The  latter  censured,  in  the 
strongest  terms,  the  course  pursued  by  several  surgeons  in 
their  bold,  reckless  manner  of  operating.    He  announced  the 

5 proposition,  that  every  surgeon  before  he  performs  a  new  and 
angerous  operation,  ought  to  ask  himseir  if  he  would  allow 
the  operation  to  be  performed  on  one  of  his  children.  This, 
he  said,  was  the  touch-stone  of  this  operation,  as  well  as  of 
all  new  operations.    The  surgeon,  said  M.  Oerdry,  who  waa 
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not  willing  to  have  a  new  and  daneerous  operation,  one,  too, 
which  had  never  been  performed  before,  made  on  his  own 
child,  must  be  regarded  as  guilty  of  violating  surgical  morali- 
ty. For  there  is,  said  L.  Gerdry,  a  surgical  morality,  as 
well  as  a  universal  morality,  M.  Gerdry  is  a  tall  man,  with 
a  sickly  irritable  face,  (the  result  of  renal  disease  probably, 
from  which  he  is  sufferine  now),  and  whose  manner  of  speak- 
ing is  very  emphatic,  and  at  times  sarcastic.  M.  Velpeau 
imagined  that  Oerdry's  speech  was  aimed  at  him,  (probably 
flroni  the  fact  that  they  are  not  on  the  very  best  terms),  and 
replied  with  some  tartness.  Velpeau's  repiv  to  Moreau  was 
also  keen,  and  somewhat  severe.  Toward  the  close  of  the 
debate,  at  the  last  one  or  two  meetings  in  November,  M. 
Malgaigne  delivered  himself  very  decid^ly  and  emphatically 
against  the  perchloride  of  iron.  Afore,  he  said  it  was  dan** 
gerons,  unjustified,  inexpedient,  and  that  those  who  would 
continue  to  operate  bv  it,  must  be  regarded  as  highly  censur* 
able.  Malgaigne  is  the  best  speaker  in  the  Academy,  as  well 
as  being  the  best  lecturer.  He  is  regarded  as  the  best  medical 
and  surgical  critic  in  Paris.  The  Academy  refused  to  rive 
a  final  opinion  on  the  question  ;  the  disposition  being  evident 
to  wait  tor  the  development  of  more  facts  on  animals  by  the 
new  method.  M.  Viiiette,  I  may  say,  (whose  successful  oper* 
ation  is  referred  to  further  on),  has  been  very  happy  in  beinff 
able  to  make  a  post-mortem  of  his  patient,  who  died  several 
weeks  after  the  operation,  of  an  acute  disease,  in  no  way  con- 
nected with  the  aneurism,  which  was  cured.  On  the  first  of 
this  month,  he  transmitted  the  artery  from  Lvons  to  the  Aca- 
demy.    It  showed  that  there  had  been  a  perfect  cure. 

Some  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  English,  or  rather 
I  believe,  the  Irish  method  of  treating  anearismt  by  compres- 
sion. It  is  probable,  I  think,  that  experiments  will  be  made 
with  it.  This  question  is  an  interesting  one,  to  physicians^ 
as  well  as  surgeons,  for  it  points  to  the  realization  of  the 
idea  that  the  blood  may  yet  be  medicated  for  the  care  of  other 
diseases  than  its  vessels. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  sending  yon  the  reply  of  Ricord 
to  M.  Follin,  in  defense  of  his  doctrines.  I  hope  your  read- 
ers will  not  grow  imnatient  with  me  for  giving  these  letters. 
The  whole  subject  or  syphilis  is  with  a  part  of  the  profession 
here  still  tubjudiet.  Ricord  has  a  laree  party,  and  still  de* 
fends  his  favorite  theory  with  all  the  wit  for  which  he  is  so 
celebrated.    By  the  way,  M.  Ricord  purposes  visiting  the  U. 


sot  Ci^m^nience. 

States  next  y^ftr*  wliere  I  have  no  doubt  be  will  meet  with 
Ui»t  reception  be  eo  richly  deserves. 

He  has,  I  am  told,  the  largest  business  in  Paris.  M.  VeU 
peau  has  iust  published  a  work  on  the  diseases  of  the  female 
oreast  and  mammary  region,  which  must  command  the  atten- 
tion of  the  profession,  both  in  Europe  and  America. 

He  states,  that  it  is  founded  on  more  than  twenty-five  yean 
of  experience  in  the  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  the  breast. 
'^  A  service,''  says  be,  *^  in  the  large  hospitals,  a  consoltatioa 
always  very  large,  and  a  practice  very  extended,  has  all  owed 
me  to  collect  on  the  whole  subject,  more  than  two  ihousaiid 
observations." 

This  is  the  first  French  woric  on  this  subject,  and  there  U 
no  doubt  it  will  take  the  place  which  the  reputation  of  the 
distinguished  surgeon  has  with  his  profession^  He  is  evidently 
writing  for  posterity,  as  age  is  warning  him  that  his  time  and 
place  cannot  remiun  to  him  many  years  lon^r.  He  is  at  wmr 
with  the  micro^phs  on  cancer  and  cancroid,  and  especially 
with  the  doctrines  of  M.  Lebert,  in  his  works  on  cancer. 
You  are  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  doctrine  of  Lebert. 
He  says  that  there  is  a  specific  cell  in  cancer,  which  is  not 
seen  in  anv  other  tumor.  To  this»  Velpeau,  in  bis  book,  re- 
plies as  follows:  **  I  have  proved,  I  believe,  without  answer^ 
contrary  to  the  pretention  of  the  best  micromphs — 1st,  that 
the  cell  called  cancerous  is  not  the  specific  element  of  cancer; 
2d,  that  this  cell  has  been  found  in  tumors  non-cancerous.'' 
The  micrographs  form  two  parties  on  this  subject  of  cancer- 
ceil  at  present.  Virchou,  a  German,  diSen  with  Liberty 
Bobin,  Follin,  and  Verneuil. 

Still  more,  I  believe  it  is  true  that  the  fewest  number  of 
urgeons  here  indorse  the  doctrine  of  the  micrographs  on  tke 
cancer-cell.  However,  I  must  hasten  on,  or  you  may  think 
I  intend  to  overlook  the  principal  point  of  this  letter— llie 
perchloride  question.  Before,  however,  I  touch  it,  I  maf 
tell  you  that  Chelius,  the  grest  leader  of  German  surgery,  has 
been  here  for  a  couple  of  weeks.  I  saw  him  at  La  Charlie, 
Kstening  to  a  clinical  lecture  of  M.  Velpeau,  on  a  cancerous 
tumor  of  the  breast,  which  he  excised.  He  is  one  of  the 
finest  looking  medicaJ  men  I  have  seen  since  here.  I  sop* 
pose  him  to  be,  from  his  appearance,  quite  seventy,  if  not 
more.  The  Society  of  Surgery  gave  him  a  banouet  befom 
he  left.  Among  the  many  toasts  and  speeches  maoe,  the  on* 
by  M.  Bicord  deserves  mention*    He  arose  and  said,  ^  To 
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our  venerable  matter ;  to  our  foung  eanfrertf^*  M.  Roax. 
He  proceeded  to  deliver  an  eloquent  and  witty  speech  on  the 
past  life  of  Boux. 

Roux,  although  an  old  man,  still  preserves  all  the  freshness 
and  activity  of  one  much  younger,  with  the  single  exception 
of  his  hair,  which  is  quite  white. 

He  must  soon  cease  to  operatet  as  his  eyes  are  failing,*  He 
cuts  still,  however,  with  the  ardor  of  youth.  He  will  soon 
put  to  press  a  work  entitled,  "  Forty  years  of  Surgery,''  which 
will  no  doubt  be  very  interestinic* 

On  the  6th  of  December,  M.  Dubois,  (d' Amiens),  deliv* 
ered  the  eulogv  on  the  life  and  character  of  Orfila,  before  the 
Academy  of  Aledicine.  It  was  an  eloquent  effort,  and  did 
full  justice  to  the  life  of  that  great  man.  The  jpneat  predom* 
inant  idea  of  Orfila,  was  to  succeed.  His  ambition  knew  no 
limits.  He  never  devoted  his  attention  to  anything  else  than 
his  profession.  His  success  was  without  paralell.  He  never 
undertook  anything  in  which  he  did  not  succeed,  and  in  this 
respect  presents  an  example  unequalled.  There  was  a  laroe 
auaience  of  physicians,  citiseos,  and  ladies  present  I  would 
like  to  give  tne  latter  part  of  the  address,  but  I  can  not,  as  thia 
will  be  too  long. 

But  to  the  mscttssion  on  the  perchloride  in  question. 

Aeodemjf  of  Medicine^  Nov.  16/i. 

After  the  reading  of  the  minutes,  M.  Velpeau  took  the 
floor,  and  said : 

In  the  last  meeting  I  said  to  the  Academy,  that,  detained 
by  one  of  the  committees,  I  could  not  be  present  at  the  read* 
ing  of  the  paper  of  M.  Mulgaigne.  I  arrived  only  at  the  mo* 
ment  when  he  finished,  so  that  I  only  heard  the  conclusions. 
It  is  difficult  to  discuss  a  subjeii  imperfectly  known.  In  an- 
other point  of  view,  the  question  seems  to  me  very  important, 
and  as  M.  Malgaime  has  communicated  hia  paper  with  the 
avowed  purpose  of  hearing  the  Academy  pass  its  nnal  opinion 
npon  the  question,  I  have  found  that  it  was  about  to  act  a  lit- 
tle too  fast  in  a  very  grave  matter.  It  is  for  tbi?  reason  I 
asked  that  the  discussion  shodd  be  continued,  and  since  the 
Academy  has  been  willing  to  gratify  the  desire  I  have  mam* 
feeted,  I  am  going  to  discuss  tne  question  in  a  more  detailed 
manner,  and  explain  certain  points  which  iiave  only  beea 
touched  upon. 

I  will  say  at  first  that  we  hbor  under  a  great  illusion  if  we 
imagine  that  such  a  question  can  be  seitiM  in  one  day.  It 
will  be  with  this,  as  with  a  greal  many  others,  whether  the 
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Academy  mar  be  favorable  to  it  or  not^  it  will  not  hinder  th€ 
scientific  world  from  occupying  itself  with  it.  Without  doabt 
it  will  regard  the  action  or  the  Academy,  but  still  one  stroke 
will  not  eTCtinguish  the  merits  of  the  question.  I  do  not  wish  to 
say  that  the  initiative  of  the  Academy  may  not  have  any  otil* 
ity,  and  that  the  influence  of  its  decisions  after  important  dis- 
cussions maybe  useless — no;  this  initiative,  these  discus- 
sions, and  these  judgments,  have  the  advantage  of  putting  the 
public  au  eourant  of  all  which  is  done  and  said  on  such  or 
such  a  question,  and  to  explain  it  perfectly ;  but  the  Academy 
may  proscribe  experiments,  condemn  a  method,  yet  that  will 
not  prevent  other  persons  from  experimenting,  especially  when 
evidence  is  not  given.  Now  it  is  well  known  now  rare  it  is 
for  everybody  to  see  things  alike.  This  explained,  I  find  my- 
self opposite  another  obstacle  which  throws  itself  across  the 
way. 

It  has  been  often  remarked  that  there  are  persons  always 
disposed  to  blame,  and  who  seize,  as  much  good  fortune,  on  all 
occasions  which  offer  to  them.  This  is  a  disposition  very 
natural  to  the  human  mind,  of  which  we  all  have  our  part  in 
a  greater  or  less  degree. 

Now,  as  certain  condemnations  could  have  for  science  some 
unfortunate  consequences,  more  than  for  individuals,  lam  very 
happy  to  present  here  a  small  explanation.  At  the  last  meet* 
in^a  censure  was  expressed,  and  although  it  was  indirect  and 
skillful,  was  not  less  a  real  censure  against  the  surgeons  who 
have  experimented  with  perchloride  of  iron  in  aneurisms,  and 
even  against  all  surgeons,  who  wereaccused  of  being  too  bold. 
I  do  not  believe  that  this  is  a  good  philosophy,  and  I  think 
we  must  restrain  a  great  deal  of  this  kind  ot  reprobation.  I 
do  not  fear  for  myself  the  reproach  of  boldness.  I  believe 
myself  as  prudent  as  any  one  may  be,  and  to  have  for  my 
patient  as  much  care  and  solicitude  as  any  other  surgeon.  I 
concern  myself  very  little  for  such  a  reproach— it  will  not  a[^ 

Sy  to  me.  But  I  say  that  the  philosophy  which  was  paraded  at 
e  last  meeting,  seems  to  me  to  have  very  grave  ioconveni* 
encies.  It  is  not  necessarv^  they  say«  that  any  one  sbmild 
hasten  to  experiment  the  nrst,  and  that  we  should  wait  till 
others  have  made  experiments.  It  is,  however,  necessanr 
that  sodie  one  should  begin,  and  hence  your  censure  will  al* 
ways  rest  on  some  one.  We  have  been  censured  for  havio^ 
attempted  an  operation  which  had  been  followed  by  a  failure 
in  the  hands  of  other  surgeons.  So  that  it  follows,  that  be* 
cause  an  operation  does  not  socceed,  it  is  necessary  to  reject  il 
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absolately.  There  are  an  infinite  number  of  operations  witM 
which  surgery  honors  itself  to-day,  and  which  had  not  very 
fine  beginninffs.  The  Haature  of  the  primitive  carotid  result** 
ed  in  death  toree  times  before  a  single  tiase  of  core  was  ob* 
tained. 

The  ligature  of  the  internal  illiac  has  also  had  its  victims, 
at  its  beginning.  However,  other  surgeons  have  peiformed 
.  it,  and  have  succeeded;  and  to-day  no  one,  I  believe,  would 
attempt  to  condemn  these  brilliant  conquests  of  surgery. 

Af.  Mareau — But  that  is  very  different --« it  is  very  differ* 
ent. 

Id.  Velpeau  --^  This  is  then  a  bad  philosophy  to  place  as  a 
principle  of  conduct  for  surgeons,  not  to  be  the  first  to  try  a 
proceaure  or  a  method,  and  to  forbid  all  experiments  in 
cases  of  anterior  failures.  Another  condition  imposed  by  the 
partisans  of  thin  philosophy  of  which  I  speak,  is  that  the  new 
method  should  not  be  dangerous,  and  that  it  should  be  better 
than  the  operations  for  which  it  is  substituted.  It  is  neces- 
sary, still  farther,  that  experiments  on  animals  should  have 
^ven  guarantees  of  a  complete  innocuitjr.  These  words,  plan* 
sible  in  appearance,  contain  an  accusation  that  the  public  in 
general  is  sufficiently  disposed  to  charge  against  all  surgeons. 
The  sur^ons,  their  say,  only  ask  to  carve  and  cut.  Notv« 
nothing  is  more  false  than  such  an  accusation.  Surgeons  cut 
when  in  their  conscience  and  mind  they  see  they  can  not  do 
otherwise;  when  the  disease  is  such  that  the  oitlinary  re- 
sources of  medicine  apjpear  to  them  without  power.  No  sur- 
geon operates  for  the  pleasure  of  operating. 

This  question  of  the  treatment  of  aneunsms  by  the  perchlo* 
ride  of  iron,  is  not  a  new  question^t  is  but  a  particular  man* 
ifestation  of  a  general  tendency  quite  old.  This  new  method 
is  but  an  application  of  an  idea  which  has  undergone  several 
phases.  Tnis  idea  is  to  seek  a  remedy  to  cure  aneurisms, 
and  arrest  arterial  hemorrhages  without  ligature.  It  If,  then, 
a  general  tendency  which  proves  that  the  present  method  does 

E've  complete  satisfaction  to  all  persons.  This  desire  to  do 
ttter  can  not  be  censured.  That  which  has  been  sought  is 
to  coagulate  the  blood  in  the  aneurismal  pouches,  without  hav- 
ing recourse  to  the  ligature.  This  idea  has  been  presented 
UMer  different  forms,  and  at  different  epochs.  We  find  it 
expressed  in  Montma,  as  also  ofaeerved  07  Leroy  d'EtiolIe 
in  nis  letter  to  the  Academy.  M.  Leroy  d'Etiolle  tried  sev* 
eral  jewn  ago,  for  this  end,  injections  of  alcohol.  For  my* 
•elf,  it  is  about  twenty*five  years,  having  observed  that  in  cer- 


lain  vewela  some  fragments  of  membranes  floating  tn  iheir 
Interior  had  determined  aroand  them  the  formation  of  clots  of 
bloody  the  idea  struck  me  that  we  mi^t  obtain  a  eompleCa 
obliteration  of  an  Artery,  in  introducing,  in  its  capacity,  a 
foreign  body  to  remove  it  immediately— *from  this  f he  idem 
of  acupuncture  in  the  treatment  of  aneurisms.  Some  trials 
Were  made  on  animais  and  man-Hriale  which  did  not  tnspina 
me  with  any  great  confidence  in  the  efficacy  of  this  remedy. 
Some  thought  to  complete  it,  and  M.  Pravaa  added  galran* 
ism  to  the  acupuncture.  Some  experiments  were  made,  bat 
they  had  no  great  value  —*  they  passed,  even  it  must  be  slid 
imperceired,  which  permitted  M.  Petriquen  to  give  his  name 
to  the  method  of  treatment  of  aneurisms  by  galvano-panctora^ 
which  is  nausht  but  my  procedure  completed  1^  M.  Pravat. 
To  traverse  the  tumor  with  one  or  several  needles,  and  to 
pass  throBffh  these  needles  an  electric  current,  behold  in  what 
consists  this  method  which  has  procured  some  cores.  It  is 
positive  we  may  cure  a  certain  number  of  aneurisms  in  this 
way*  It  has  been  a  (joestion  to  know  if  there  is  a  better  and 
leee  dangerous  operation  than  that  of  the  ligature. 

Now,  in  twenty  cases  there  were  twelve  failures,  among 
which  there  were  several  cases  of  death,  and  only  eight  cnree. 
We  may  then  positively  coagulate  the  blood  in  an  anearismal 
pouche  without  recourse  to  the  ligature.  This  is  then  a  re* 
suit  perfectly  certain,  but  this  remit  is  not  of  a  nature  to  make 
ue  abandon  the  ligature,  but  on  the  contrary. 

Later,  M.  Pravaa,  continuing  in  this  direction,  said— faol  ia 
.  injectmg  a  medicament,  a  chemical  substance^  into  an  aneo- 
riamal  cavity^  we  mfiy  coagulate  the  blood  very  solidly  and 
immediately.  This  was  something  without  doobt,  bot  it  was 
not  sufficient  to  make  us  conclude  mat  it  would  be  snocessfol 
on  man.  In  general,  and  particulariy  on  the  present  question 
it  is  not  necessary  to  hasten  to  conclude  from  animals  to  man. 
Why  so  many  celebrated  kalemostatics,  waters  of  Brocheorit 
of  ragleari,  etc.,  etc.,  after  having  been  announced  with  so 
much  noise  and  renown,  why  have  ther  passed  into  silence  and 
obscurity  ?  It  is  that  they  have  at  nrst  been  tried  upon  atii* 
mals  with  success  that  many  had  inferred  from  the  saocesa  oo 
animals  that  they  would  be  also  successful  oa  nan.  NoWt 
nothing  is  more  deceitful  than  such  an  aaalog^y.  Ia  gnneialt 
the  plasticity  of  the  blood  isxnadi  more  considerable  in  aai* 
mals  than  in  man.  Certain  kinds  of  animals  ofier  ia  this  re- 
spect  remarkable  results.  With  them  arterial  bemorrhsgas 
may  be  arrested  aasity ;  the  least  corapresaion  safficinfr  or 
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the  least  strptic  substance  to  suspend  the  flow  of  the  blood. 
The  idea  or  coagulating  the  blood  in  the  interior  of  anuria* 
mat  pouches  by  means  of  a  chemical  substance,  was  then 
found,  but  it  was  a  question  to  know  which  was  the  best  co< 
agulant.  After  several  trials,  M.  Pravaz  settled  on  the  per- 
chloride  of  iron* 

Now,  I  ask  you,  gentlemen,  was  there  not  something  to 
try  ?  Nothing  is  more  easy  than  such  an  operation— to  in- 
troduce  a  needle  into  an  aneurismal  tumor^to  inject  some 
drops  of  li(juor  into  the  interior  of  the  pouch— -what  is  more 
simple  or  innocent?  and  yet  you  do  not  wish  that  surgeons^ 
delighted  with  such  a  procedure,  may  seek  to  employ  it  with  * 
promptness.  However  simple  may  be  the  ligature,  it  is  ne< 
cessary  to  confess  that  this  is  more  simple  yet. 

Thus  analoffy,  experiments  on  animals,  the  well-known 
gpod  faith  and  honesty  of  the  man,  the  author  of  this  inven- 
tion, all  unite  to  influence  and  to  engage  us  to  make  trials  on 
tnan.  There  were  even  some  sargeons  who  had  tried  before 
us,  and  it  may  be  said  of  those  alFO,  that  they  were  criminal, 
as  it  has  been  said  of  us,  to  seek  to  make  the  first  trials  of 
the  new  methods.  More,  these  attempts  were  crowned  with 
success.  Without  doubt,  it  appears  well  demonstrated  to  me 
that  the  first  cases  of  cure  observed  by  surgeons  were  tnie 
aneurisms,  but  th^  results  suffice,  at  least,  to  demonstrate  the 
innocuity  of  the  operation. 

We  have  been  accused  of  running  after  experiments,  and 
of  disputing  with  those  who  desire  to  be  the  nrst  in  practise 
ingnew  operations. 

Bat  that  is  accomplished  in  another  way :  we  do  not  create 
the  occasions  for  tr^n^  experiments.  Not  to  digress,  you 
know  very  well  that  it  is  not  a  common  thii^  to  meet  with 
aneurisms,  even  at  Paris,  in  the  great  hospitals,  and  that  we 
may  be  one  or  two  years  without  meeting  with  a  single  case 
of  aneurism.  When  I  made  a  trial  of  the  new  operation,  it 
was  not  be  the  first-^it  was  because  I  bad  in  my  service  a  pft. 
tient  whom  I  wished  to  cure,  by  the  aid  of  a  process  the  most 
sure  and  the  most  innocent.  Now,  such  were  the  apparent 
conditions  in  which  the  new  method  presented  itself  to  me. 
I  come  to  unfold  the  various  phases  through  which  the  question 
pending  before  the  Academy  has  passed,  and  now  some  have 
wished  to  have  it  definitely  settled.     I  avow  that  I  am  less 

Eressed  than  M.  Maig^igne,  and  because  the  facts  upon  which 
e  places  himself  for  its  condemnation  do  not  appear  to  me 
very  probable  i  seTeral  of  the  facts  are  surroundecil^  singular 
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circumstancei.  Hie  facts  in  the  history  of  M.  MalgticMf 
by  example,  are  strange.  How  ?  Behold  a  patient  attacked 
with  a  false  consecutive  aneurism ;  five  drops  of  percbloridt 
of  iron  were  injected  into  the  tumor,  and  instantly  mortifies* 
tion  of  the  forearm  supervened.  Gangrene  does  not  happen 
instantly  —  it  is  preceded  by  a  special  action.  Far  be  it  from 
me  to  doubt  a  fact  observed  by  a  man  like  M«  Malgaigne,  bat 
the  circumstances  which  surround  it  demand  of  us  to  inquira 
if  there  was  not  something  else  than  the  action  of  perchloride 
of  iron  which  produced  auch  a  result,  especially  since  this 
liquid  has  been  injected,  in  considerable  dose,  without  pro- 
*  ducing  any  such  result.  M.  Leblanc  tells  you  that  he  has  in- 
jected thirty  drops  into  the  transverse  artery  of  the  face  of  a 
norse  without  having  any  such  unhappy  result.  Perchloride 
of  iron  has  been  regard^  as  a  caustic.  It  is  not  so.  Expe- 
perience  proves  that  this  substance  neither  cauterizes  nor  mor- 
tifies  parts.  Beside,  we  might  conclude  thus,  apriori^  by  tbe 
consiaeration  of  the  elements  which  enter  into  the  oomposi- 
tion  of  perchloride  of  iron.  Neither  one  or  the  other  of  its 
elements  possess  a  great  energy  of  action. 

In  the  other  facts  which  have  been  placed  against  the  new 
method,  inflammation  has  been  observed.  But  is  this  reralt 
really  due  to  the  substance  employed  ?  May  it  not  result 
from  the  employment  of  too  great  a  quantity  of  liquid,  or 
from  the  manner  of  operating,  or  from  the  disposition  of  th« 
individual? 

This  inflammation  has  been  noted  in  five  or  six  cases;  now, 
if  it  was  demonstrated,  which  does  not  apnear  to  me  so,  that 
it  was  the  result  of  the  perchloride,  it  woula  be  a  reason  to  re- 
gret  the  operation  |  for  every  time  that  inflammation  setsee 
me  sac  it  will  open.  Another  difficulty  in  this  question  is  the 
clot.  Ic  is  a  question,  in  my  opinion,  and  must  become  an 
object  of  research.  This  clot  may  present  itself  under  two 
forms — either  it  is  a  normal  clot — that  is  to  say,  formed  br 
pure  blood — ^we  call  it  then  a  clot  homotmarphe.  A  priori^ 
we  understand  that  such  a  clot  mav  be  absorbed,  taken  up  bj 
the  circulatiun,  and  disappear  in  this  way.  Such  is  the  clot 
formed  around  a  fragment  of  membrane,  or  the  point  of  a 
u^le  in  acupuncture,  with  or  without  galvanism. 

But  suppose  a  chemical  substance  introduced  from  without 
into  the  blood,  and  determining  the  coagulation  of  this  liquid, 
evidently  the  blood  will  be  altered  transformed — it  is  no 
longer  a  normal  clot  nor  a  homogenous  mass — it  is  heteromor* 
photts  mass.    In  the  injection  of  the  perchloride  made  by  me. 
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thiB  clot  presented  itself  under  (he  aspect  of  a  reddish,  black 
mass,  very  hard ;  it  was  velvety,  hairy,  and  autte  like  a  hairy 
bail  (ef(agropiIe),  which  is  eometimes  fouoa  in  stomachs  of 
ruminatinj;  animals. 

There  is  then,  in  my  cmioion,  an  ititeresttng  study  to  make; 
it  is  a  question  to  know  if  such  a  clot  is  susceptible  of  bein^ 
absorbed.  When  it  is  small  it  may  be  dissolved,  and  carried 
into  the  circulation.  In  a  great  number  of  animals  it  is  de- 
stroyed and  carried  into  the  circulatioo.  Bat  when  the  clot 
is  voluminous  it  is  not  thus  affected.  Without  doubt,  we  may 
believe  that  the  homedmorphous  clot  will  be  taken  up  by  ap» 
sorption  {  but  the  hetetomtirphous  clot,  is  it  susceptible  of  be- 
ing a  l)sorbed? 

I  know  well  that  it  may  remain  indefinitely  in  the  vessel, 
without  producing  inflammation;  the  economy  can  habituate 
itself  to  it,  and  can  tolerate  it,  as  it  tolerates  foreign  bodies, 
such  as  balls,  pieces  of  wood,  needles,  etc.,  etc. ;  but  we  must 
not  count  too  mttch  on  this  result*  If  it  was  demonstrated 
that  the  clot  thus  formed  is  not  assimilated,  this  would  b^ 
sufficient  to  rejeet  the  new  method.  There  are  in  science  a 
great  many  facts  which  demonstrate  that  the  disappearance 
of  the  clot  is  difficult;  such  is  the  experience  of  J.  L.  Petit 
and  M.  Amussat,  J.  L.  Petit  said  that  the  nornnal  clot  may 
remain  months  and  years  as  a  foreign  body;  that  the  vessel  is 
well  closed  above  and  below  the  dot,  but  not  at  the  point 
of  the  clot.  In  Saviart,  we  read,  that  an  individual  attacked 
with  an  aneurism  at  the  elbow  was  cured,  but  that  a  haidness 
remained.  At  the  end  of  several  years,  from  the  influence 
of  an  effort,  the  hardness  appeared,  and  the  aneurism  showed 
itself  anew. 

According,  then,  to  J.  L.  Petit  and  several  other  authors,  it 
appears  that  the  normal  clot  homeomorphous  may  persist  in- 
dennitely  and  not  be  absorbed — then,  for  a  stronger  reason,  the 
heteromorphbus  clot.  In  conclusion,  the  percniorlde  of  iron 
has  not  given  a  proper  result  to  make  us  reject  the  ligature — 
far  from  that;  but  we  must  believe  that  we  mav  not  cure  an 
aneurism  without  Mie  ligature.  I  like  to  think,  by  one  means 
or  another,  that  we  will  succeed  in  replacingthis  last  operation. 
For,  in  fine,  the  ligature  is  always  a  sad  affair,  abo\ne  all, 
when  k  is  applied  on  a  large  artery;  and,  beside,  there  are 
cases  where  we  cannot  employ  this  method,  as,  for  example, 
in  the  case  of  aneurisms  existing  in  vessels,  situated  near  great 
cavities.  It  is  precisely  in  these  cases  ttiat  the  ligature  is 
powerless,  that  it  would  be  good  to  find  a  substance  capable 
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of  ctiring  anenriflm  by  prodtrcsng  coagalation  of  the  clot  Thi« 
would  be  a  great  service  to  humanity.  The  lieatare  is  dan- 
gerous, whether  we  operate  by  the  old  plan  or  by  the  method 
■  modern.     I  have  hesitated  to  name  this  last  method, 

and  I  have  avoided  giving  it  the  name  of  him  who  is,  accord- 
ing to  my  opinion,  the  true  inventor,  for  fear  of  arousing  the 
susceptibilities  of  M.  Roux. 

Notwithstanding  thejust  deference  which  I  have  for  our  very 
honorable  colleague,  and  notwithstanding  the  pleasure  I  ex- 

r^rience,  he  knows  it  well,  in  supporting  the  same  opinions, 
can  not  sacrifice  my  convictions  to  this  sentiment,  and  must 
say — method  of  Anel,  because  it  was  Anel  who  concurred  it, 
and  because  Anel  is  a  Frenchman.    It  was  him  who  prac* 
tised  first  the  iieature  above  the  tumor,  without  opening  the 
sac.     Perhaps  tt  is  better  to  go  back  to  Ambrose  Pare  to  find 
the  origin  olthis  method,  for  we  find  it  indicated  in  the  works 
of  the  illustrious  father  of  French  surgery.     In  fine,  it  was 
Anel  who  conceived  and  practised  it  first.     It  is  then  to  him, 
and  not  to  Hunter,  that  belongs  the  glorg.    Th^t  which  bar 
given  reputation  and  eclat  to  Hunter,  to  the  injury  of  Anel,  is 
that  the  first  has  saved  his  patient,  while  the  other  has  lost  his. 
But  thi3  19  no  reason  to  deptive  Anel  of  that  which  belongs 
to  him.     As  for  the  rest,  there  is  a  very  lingular  thing! — the 
operation  which  surgeons  practice  to-day,  and  which  they 
are  obstinate  in  callitig  Hunter's,  is  not  like  that  of  the  En?- 
lish  surgeons — it  is  the  operation  of  Scarpa,  which  we  all 
practice* 

(  Conthtaion  next  month.) 


On  Rhenmaiismf  RheumaHc  Govt,  and  Sciaiiea ;  ikeir  Pa- 
thology^ Sffmptom$,  and  Treatmtni*  By  Hbivrt  Wauam 
Fuller,  M.  D.  Cantab.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  oi 
Physicians,  London,  Assistant  Physician  to  the  St.  Gecr«e*s 
Hospital,  &c.,  &c.  New  York :  Samuel  S.  and  William 
Wood,  261  Pari  street— 1864— p.  p.  322. 

The  work  bearing  the  above  title  is  one  of  much  merit,  in 
which  the  causes,  symptoms,  and  treatment  of  the  various  dis. 
eases  of  which  it  treats,  are  fully  discussed,  in  a  plain,  practi- 
cal, and  comprehensive  style* 
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The  first  chapter  m  chiefly  devoted  to  an  exeininatioii 

of  the  various  theories  that  have  been  proposed,  in  attempts 
to  explain  the  phenomena  of  rheumatism,  and  the  authors 
own  views  are  clearly  exhibited  in  the  following  extracts : 

"  Although  the  poison  which  gives  rise  to  rheumatism  has 
not  hitherto  received  actual  demonstration,  yet  many  facts 
conduce  to  a  belief  in  its  identity  with  some  natural  excre^ 
tion  of  the  skin. 

"  In  advanced  life,  when,  from  want  of  energy  in  the  sys- 
tem, the  skin's  action  is  readily  interfered  with,  pain  or  stiflT- 
ness  is  so  constantly  produced  by  a  draught  of  cold  air,  and 
subsides  so  soon  after  reaction  takes  place,  that  we  are  bound 
to  admit  its  intimate  connection  with  temporary  susdension  of 
cutaneous  action. 

*^  Moreover,  rheumatism  is  so  common  among  persons  suf- 
fering from  renal  disease,  and  other  complaints,  accompanied 
by  a  harsh,  inactive  condition  of  the  skin,  that  it  is  impossi* 

ble  not  to  connect  its  appearance,  under  such  circumstances, 
with  the  cessation  of  free  cutaneous  transpiration. 

<^  The  means  which  nature  adopts  for  its  relief,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances which  attend  their  imperfect  development,  ar^ 
akso  suggestive  of  a  relationship  between  rheumatism  and  cv^. 
taneous  secretion.  No  sooner  is  ap^son  attacked  by  the  di9-. 
ease  than  excessive  perspiration  is  set  op,  as  if  with  the  view 
of  getting  rid  of  some  pecant  matter,  and  thasecretion  is  mo^ 
profuse  at  the  very  part  where  the  local  inflammation  ts  tak- 
ing place.  If  the  perspiration  be  checked,  or  take  place  ir- 
regularly or  imperfectly,  the  disease  is  protracted,  and  i%  rarely 
got  rid  of  until  free  cutaneous  action  has  been  reestablished. 
It  is  probable,  therefore,  as  the  skin  is  the  peculiar  emunctory 
of  lactic  acid,  that  in  it  we  have  discovered  tl^e  actual  mate- 
ries  morbi.  Be  this  as  it  may,  however,  the  prdinary  symp- 
toms of  the  disease,  no  less  than  the  history  of  its  rare  modi- 
fications, are  calculated  to  point  to  some  excretion  of  the  skin 
as  the  immediate  cause  of  rheumatic  inflammation.'' 

Our  author  asserts  his  belief  in  a  specific  poiaooi  generated 
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in,  or  in  some  way  introduced  into  the  systenoi  which  is  the 
proximate  or  essential  cause  of  rheumatism.  In  relation  to 
this  poison,  he  uses  the  following  language : 

**  Thus  it  would  appear  that  cold,  and  other  externa!  agencies, 
are  but  the  predisposing  and  exciting  causes  of  rheumatism, 
and  that  the  primary  proximate,  or  essential  cause  of  the  dis^ 
ease  is  the  presence  of  morbid  matter  in  the  blood,  generated 
in  the  system  as  the  product  of  a  peculiar  form  of  tnal-auiimi' 
Uiiion — of  vicious  metamorphic  aciion.  This  poison  it  is 
which  excites  the  fever,  and  produces  all  the  pains  and  local 
inflammations  which  are  often  found  associated  in  an  attack 
of  rheumatism. 

If  the  rheumatic  virus  be  present  in  small  quantity  only,  it 
may  cause  little  or  more  than  wadering  pains  in  the  limbs,  and 
may  scarcely  produce  perceptible  fever,  while  if  it  exist  in 
large  quantities,  it  rarely  fails  to  cause  febrile  disturbance,  and 
to  excite  inflammation  in  various  parts  of  the  body.  In  that 
respect,  however,  its  effects  are  found  to  vary  in  different 
cases. 

Sometimes,  though  it  cause  great  febrile  excitement,  its 
local  agency  may  be  confined  to  the  production  of  exterml 
articular  inflammation — ^at  others  it  may  fail  to  produce  ar« 
thritis,  but  may  give  rise  to  acute  inflammation  of  the  heftit ; 
and  at  others,  again,  carditis  may  be  only  one  oat  of  several 
internal  inflammations,  which  it  sets  up  coincidently  with  ex- 
tensive articular  mischief.  Moreover,  there  appear  good 
grounds  for  believing  that,  as  in  some  cases  it  gives  rise  to  ex- 
cessive febrile  disturbance  for  days  prior  to  the  acceasioD  of 
articular  inflammation,  and  repeatedly  without  exciting  in- 
flammation of  the  heart,  so,  in  certain  instances^  it  may  ex- 
cite the  peculiar  train  of  symptoms  whereby  rheumatic  Jiecr 
is  characterized,  without  producing  from  first  to  last  the  slight- 
est concurrent  local  inflammation  within  the  joints,  or  of  the 
heart,  or  any  other  organ.'' 

The  work  is  so  full  of  instructive  and  interesting  lessons, 
that  we  are  reluctant  to  turn  from  its  pages  without  giving  it  a 
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more  thorough  review,  and  transferriog  to  our  pages  more  ex- 
tensive extracts,  but  our  space  will  not  permit  a  further  indul- 
gence ;  we  will,  however,  select  one  paragraph,  embracing  an 
outline  of  the  author's  rules  for  the  treatment  of  rheumatism, 
and  then  dismiss  the  subject,  hoping  that  every  practitioner  of 
medicine  will  add  to  his  library  "  Dr.  Fuller's  treatise  on 
Sheumatism,  Sciatica,  and  Gout": 

*^  By  what  means  (treatment)  then  can  we  best  efle(  t  our 
purpose,  and  to  what  extent  is  it  prudent  to  employ  these 
means  ? 

If  the  materies  morbi  be  indeed  an  acid,  or  an  acidulous 
compound;  if  it  be  lactic  acid,  for  instance,  as  there  are  co- 
gent reasons  for  believing  it  to  be,  then  will  its  neutralization 
be  effected,  its  irritative  property  probably  diminished,  and 
its  diminOtion  promoted  by  a  free  exhibition  of  alkalies  and 
neutral  salfs;  and  these  objects  may  be  further  advanced  by 
the  administration  of  purgatives,  fudorifics,  and  diuritics,  to 
act  upon  the  various  excrelions.  With  the  view  of  checking 
the  further  formation  of  the  poison,  and  of  restoring  that 
healthy  state  of  assimilation,  which,  at  the  outset  of  the  dis- 
ease, is  interrupted  or  arrested,  coKhicum,  mercurials  and 
alteratives  may  be  given,  and  as  the  febrile  symptoms  begin 
to  subside,  may  be  combined  with,  or  followed  by  the  use  of 
quinia,  or  of  some  other  tonic,  which,  at  certain  stages  of  the 
complaint,  may  be  better  calculated  to  improve  the  function 
of  assimilation.  In  allaying  the  general  irritability  of  the 
system,  and  more  particularly,  the  irritability  of  the  heart, 
opium,  conium,  and  nitre,  together  with  the  cautious  adminis* 
tration  of  antimony,  are  remedies  of  the  greatest  value ;  and 
if  vascular  action  be  excessive,  and  the  secretion  sluggish, 
bloodletting  may  be  sometimes  beneficially  employed. 

A  Trtaiut  on  Acute  and  Chronic  Diteases  of  the  Neck  of 
the  Uttrui.  lUustraied  with  numerous  Platts^  Colored 
and  Plain.  By  Charles  D.  Mkios,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Midwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  in 
Jefferson  Medical  College;  Member  of  the  Amencaa 
Medical  Association;  of  the  American  Philosophical  Soci- 
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ety,  and  one  of  the  Council ;  Vic«  President  of  the  Phils- 
delphia  Golleffe  of  Physicians ;  Author  of  '^Obstetrirsy  the 
Science  and  the  Art;"  "Woman,  her  Diseases  and  Reme- 
dies;" "A  Treatise  on  Certain  of  the  Diseases  of  Young 
Children,"  etc.  etc.  Qua  Prosunt  Omnibus.  Philadelphia: 
Blanchard  &  Lea.     1854. 

Dr.  Meigs,  as  an  author^  has  been  so  long  known  to  the 
profession,  that  it  would  be  useless  for  us  to  attempt  a  criti* 
cism  of  his  somewhat  peculiar  style,  or  to  call  the  attention 
of  our  readers  to  his  excellencies  or  imperfections  in  compo- 
sition ;  but  the  work  before  us  is  of  so  much  interest,  (and,  in 
our  opinion,  the  best  of  his  productions,)  that  we  can  not  re- 
frain from  giving  it  something  more  than  a  passing  notice. 
The  mechanical  execution  of  the  work  is  of  the  highest  oider^ 
seldom  equaled,  and  perhaps  never  excelled,  in  the  pgblicatioa 
of  medical  books  in  the  United  States.  The  numerous  col- 
ored plates  that  fill  nearly  half  the  volume,  are  strikingly  beau- 
tiful, life-like,  and  correct;  and  our  distinguished  author  is 
singularly  fortunate  in  the  choice  of  his  publishers,  who  cer- 
tainly deserve  the  tbapks  of  the  entire  Profession  for  having 
presented  them  with  so  ueat  a  volume. 

The  author  has  made  one  assertion  to  which  we  must  take 
exceptions,  and  perhaps  this  is  the  only  point  at  which  we 
would  complain  in  reviewing  the  entire  volume. 

In  speaking  of  the  custom  of  some  gentlemen  devoting  their 
attention  especially  to  the  diseases  of  the  uterus,  he  says :  *<  I 
regard  this  tendency  to  specialization  as  a  thing  most  injurioos 
to  the  Profession,  which  ought  to  be  a  whole  in  the  whole  and 
a  whole  in  every  parL  Such  specialization  of  the  office  of 
the  physic*aa  is  very  far  from  tending  to  elevate  the  whole 
body  in  its  usefulness  to  the  public,  however  it  may  serve  to 
exalt  the  interests  of  a  few  individuals,  and  it  must  be  con- 
fessed that  any  specialization  as  to  this  sort  of  clinical  duties, 
is  both  highly  inconvenient  to  the  people  and  disparaging  to 
the  Profession  at  large,  while  it  is  wholly  uncalled  for  by  the 
nature  of  ths  cases." 

The  domain  of  medicine  is  so  extended,  and  diseases  to  tin- 
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meroiM  •nd  varied  in  forait  (hat  the  promiscuous  practitioner 
has  not  the  time,  inclination,  or  even  the  ability,  to  investigate 
cloeeljr  every  obscure  form  that  disease  assumes.  The  set* 
ence  of  medicine  is  not  indebted  to  the  general  practitioner 
for  the  rapid  progress  it  has  made  in  late  years,  from  dark- 
ness and  obscurity  into  the  light  of  day,  but  it  is  to  those  great 
minds  who  have  turned  their  attention  to  some  particular 
branch,  and  havo  devofied  their  lives  and  their  prospects  of 
future  distinction  to  its  study  and  investigation* 

If  it  had  not  been  for  this  "specialization,'*  that  our  author 
^o  much  condemns,  what  would  now  be  the  condition  of  the 
healing  art?  Harry,  by  "specialization,"  discovered  the  cir- 
culation. Jenner,  by  "specialization,''  robbed  small-pox  of 
its  terrors.  Hunter,  Ly  "specialization,''  gave  us  more  knowl- 
edge of  syphilis  than  a  host  of  general  practitioners  could  have 
done  in  a  century.  Stromeyer,  by  "specialization,"  has 
taught  us  hpw  to  remove  the  most  frightful  deformities.  La- 
ennec  and  Louis,  by  "specialization,"  have  laid  bare  the  or- 
gans of  the  chest,  so  that  their  diseases  are  readily  detected. 
And  Bennett,  Simpson,  and  Mtigs^  by  "specialization,"  have 
revealed  those  mysterious  morbid  conditions  of  the  uterus  that 
have  for  ages  defied  the  skill  of  the  general  practitioner,  and 
have  been  a  hopeless  cnrse  to  the  sex. 

Dropping  these  few  remarks,  we  will  pass  on  to  some  of 
the  more  essential  parts  of  the  work,  and  first  of  leucorrhoea. 
The  discharge  in  this  malady,  our  author  thinks,  is  seldom  a 
product  of  the  vagina,  and  when  wholly  from  that  part  of  the 
system,  it  does  very  little  damage  to  the  constitution.  On 
this  subject  he  writes  as  follows :  "While  our  own  observa- 
tion convinces  us  that  profuse  vaginal  secretion  is  rarely  met 
with  in  practice,  we  are  equally  convinced  that  some  of  the 
patients  are  rendered  too  moist  by  excessive  activity  of 
Duverney's  glands,  and  farther,  that  the  most  mischievous  of 
leucorrfafical  secretions  is  that  which  comes  from  the  canal  of 
the  cervix  of  the  womb. 

"The  muciparous  glands  of  the  vagina  furnish  either  a  thin 
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waterj  mncus,  or  else  ooe  of  a  creamy  conristence,  which  ia 
oth'^r  instances  appears  to  be  butyraceoas,  or  concrete." 

The  excretion  from  the  follicles  and  glands  of  the  canal  of 
the  neck,  however,  is  always  gluey  or  albmninousi  and  re* 
sembies  fresh  white  of  eggs;  and,  when  the  patient,  in  de- 
scribing the  disorder,  informs  us  that  she  discovers  a  slimy 
transparent  mucus,  and  especially  if  it  appears  at  intervals  of 
once  a  day,  or  oftener,  we  may  take  it  tor  granted  that  she 
labors  under  inflammation  of  the  neck  of  the  womb.  There 
IS  no  apparatus  in  the  vagina  itself  for  the  secretion  of  this 
albumen;  but  the  abundant  follicles  of  the  canal  of  the  cer- 
vix are  devoted  solely  to  such  production — when  the  cervix  is 
chronically  inflamed,  that  prodnction  is  much  increased;  to 
that  decree,  indeed,  as  to  impart  a  character  of  stiminess  to 
the  discbarcw,  that  makes  it  resemble  alhumtn  avi. 

It  very  often  happens  to  observe  this  transparent  viscid  mu- 
cus to  be  wholly  unaccompanied  by  any  vaginal  excretion ; 
the  substance  coming  away  from  the  os  uteri,  and  escaping 
upon  the  napkins  without  the  least  admixture.  In  using  the 
metroscope,  the  same  albuminous  matter  may  be  s^en  oosing 
forth  from  the  orifice  of  the  womb  only,  and  so  ienacious 
that  it  can  not  be  wiped  away  with  the  sponge. 

In  cases  of  mucus  dischai|;es  from  the  vagina,  mild  vege- 
table astringent  injections  will  generally  give  relief;  if  this 
treatment  should  not  succeed,  a  dilute  solution  of  nit.  sirg. 
will  seldom  fail  to  cure,  but  "  a  vaginal  injection  for  ioflam- 
mation  of  the  canal  of  the  neck,  is,  simply,  ridiculous.  The 
albuminous  leucorrhoea  is  a  sign  of  inflammation  of  the  cer- 
vix, in  which  is  included  the  canal,  with  its  copious  macipa- 
rous  apparatus.  It  is  as  much  a  surgical  disorder  as  an  nicer 
of  the  leg,  or  an  anthrax,  or  conjunctivitis.  When  the  sur- 
gical disorder  ia  cured  the  sign  disappears.  Hence  we  desire 
to  express  the  opinion,  that  such  leucorrhceas  are  to  be  held 
as  acute  or  chronic  inflammations  of  the  canal  of  the  neck, 
and  ought  to  be  treated  accordingly." 

This  subject  is  one  that  all  practitioners  must  feel  a  deep 
interest  in,  for  there  are  few  who  have  not,  at  some  time,  if 
they  do  not  now,  feel  annoyed  at  a  knowledge  of  their  want 
of  skill  in  the  treatment  of  leucorrhoea. 

We  have  selected  the  above  extracts  in  the  hope  that  a  de 
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•ire  may  be  excited  in  our  numerous  readers  to  peruse  the  en- 
tire work,  and  thus  ensure  for  it  a  wide  circulation  and  an  en- 
ergetic demand. 

For  sale  by  Moore  &  Anderson. 


f^oQ^e^i  of  ^ehuUc. 
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Recovery  after  a  large  Dose  of  Hydrocyanie  Acid.  Bt 
W.  M.  BuRUAN,  M.  B.C.  S.'E.,  Wath-opon-Dearne. — 
The  occurrence  I  am  about  to  relate  tork  place  on  August  6, 
1863,  at  six,  P.  M.;  but  before  going  into  detail,  I  must  pre- 
mise  (bat  my  father  and  myself  are  practisint;  together  and 
Qse  the  sftme  surgery.  We  keep  our  Scheele's  bydrocyanio 
acid  for  dispensing,  much  diluleo — namely,  in  the  proportion 
of  one  minim  of  the  acid  to  a  fluid  dracbm  of  water ;  this 
is  kept  in  a  four-ounce  purple  glass  bottle.  It  so  happened 
that  a  short  time  previously,  we  had  received  a  fresh  supply 
of  Scheele's  acid  in  a  bottle  precisely  similar  to  the  one  in 
whicb  we  keep  our  very  dilute  acid.  This  strong  acid  was  put 
into  a  cupboard  under  lock  and  key,  but  on  the  day  in  ques- 
tion bad  been  taken  out  to  replenish  the  dispensing  bottle, 
and  then  left  on  the  surgery  counter.  Soon  afterwards  my 
father  returned  from  his  afternoon  ride,  and  being  troubled 
wish  slight  dyspepsia,  went  into  the  sur|^ery,a8  was  his  habit, 
and  mixed  himself  a  draught  containmff  a  little  aromatic 
•pirit  of  ammonia  and  bicarbonate  of  sooa  in  two  ounces  oi 
water,  adding  to  it  a  fluid  drachm  of  the  very  dilute  acid,  as 
he  thought^  but  he  took  it  out  of  (he  bottle  of  Scheele's  acid 
standing  on  the  counter.  He  drank  this  ofl^,  noticing  nothing 
peculiar  in  the  taste.  In  a  few  seconds  afterwards,  upon 
looking  at  the  bottle,  he  thought  the  label  appeared  cleaner 
than  usual,  and  the  idea  flash^  upon  his  mino  that  perhaps 
be  had  taken  the  strong  acid.  A  glance  at  the  proper  dis> 
pensing  bottle,  which  was  in  its  place,  confirmed  ibis.  He 
directly  poured  half  an  ounce  of  aromatic  spirit  of  ammonia 
into  the  measure,  and  drank  it,  he  believes^  without  water,  but 
he  may  have  added  some.    He  then  walked  into  the  bouse  to 
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the  bottom  of  the  stairs,  (a  distance  of  about  sixteen  yanb), 
and  called  me ;  I  came  down  stairs  directly,  and  went  into  the 
surgery,  where  I  found  him  standing  at  the  counter  with  a 
glass  measure  in  his  hand.  He  said,  ^'  I  have  taken  a  drachm 
of  that  acid;  what  can  be  done?"  adding,  ^'I  have  since 
taken  half  an  ounce  of  aromatic  spirit  of  ammonia/'  There 
was  nothing  in  his  ap])earance  to  attract  my  attention,  but  he 
spoke  hurriedly,  expirine;  deeply  at  the  same  time ;  he  then 
sat  down  on  a  chair.  I  immediately  put  some  crystals  of 
sulphate  of  iron  into  a  measure,  adding  one  drachm  of  the 
tincture  of  the  sesquichloride  of  iron,  and  one  ounce  of  wa- 
ter, stirring  the  mix'.ure  vigorously,  to  get  as  many  of  the 
crystals  dissolved  as  possible  in  the  time,  and  gave  it  to  him 
to  drink,  which  he  did.  I  had  no  liquor  potassium  at  hand, 
or  I  should  have  aJded  some  to  the  mixture  before  giving  it 
to  him,  to  precipitate  the  mixed  oxides  of  iron;  as  it  was,  I 
was  obliged  to  trust  to  the  ammonia  he  had  taken.  My 
object  in  giving  him  this  was  to  endeavor  to  get  the  mixed 
oxides  of  iron  in  contact  with,  at  least,  part  of  the  acid  in  the 
stomach,  and  thus  to  convert  it  into  pmssian  bhse,  as  80g« 

Sested  by  the  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Edinburgh.  Directly  after 
rinking  this,  he  besan  to  breathe  deeply,  passed  his  hand 
over  hjis  forehead  and  top  of  his  head,  and  said,  "  Oh,  I  feel 
very  queer;  had  I  not  better  go  oat  of  doors?''  I  said, 
<*  Yes,*'  and  with  my  assistance  he  staggered  out,  and  dropped 
senseless  in  a  sitting  posture  on  a  stone  step  at  the  surgery  ooor* 
This  was  just  about  two  minutes  af^er  taking  the  poison,  as 
ascertained  afterward  by  going  through  the  same  routine. 
From  this  time  he  recollects  nothing  till  twenty  minatea 
afterwards.  His  breathing  was  now  slow  and  very  deep;  hia 
eyes  turned  up  completely  under  the  upper  ltd;  pulM 
moderate  in  volume,  but  very  slow  and  intermitting.  I 
hastily  took  off  his  neckerchief,  fetched  a  large  pitcher  of 
water,  and  poured  it  over  the  back  of  his  head  and  down  hia 
back.  This  produced  no  apparent  effect  at  the  instant,  bat  a 
few  seconds  after,  he  vomited  a  mouthful  of  glairy  mucaa. 
(This  was  nearly  four  minutes  from  the  time  of  taking  the 
poison;)  i  sent  for  another  pitcher  oi  water,  and  during  the 
interval  again  examined  the  pulse,  and  found  it  slower  than 
before,  feeble,  and  threatening  to  stop  altogether;  respiration 
vei'y  slow  and  deep,  irregular,  with  blowmg  expiration  and 
puffing  of  the  cheeks;  a  little  frothy  mucus  ran  frooi  hia 
mouth.  At  this  period  the  relaxation  of  the  whole  body  waa 
as  great  as  that  or  a  person  recently  dead.    I  now  gave  hifli 
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toother  dose  cf  the  iron  mixture,  as  before,  adding  a  little 
aromatic  spirit  of  ammonia.  By  speaking  loudly,  shaking 
him,  and  pourinot  it  into  bis  mouth,  I  got  him  to  swallow  the 
whole  of  it.  Meantime,  the  servant  returned  with  another 
pitcher  of  water  (about  four  pints),  which  I  instantly  poured 
down  his  back  (five  minutes  after  takinc;  the  poison).  This 
appeared  to  arouse  him  a  little,  and  directly  afterward  he  vomi- 
tea  about  two  ounces  of  a  deep  bluish-green  liquid;  this  I 
was  glad  to  see,  for  I  hoped  that  partial  decomposition  of  the 
acid  had  taken  place.  The  pulse  and  respiratiop  were  sligh:* 
\y  quicker,  ana  more  regular;  pupils  still  quite  invisible; 
conjunctiva  injected ;  face  livid.  After  an  inspiration  more 
than  usually  deep,  he  opened  his  mouth  wide,  and  stretched 
out  his  arms;  a  spasmodic  flutter  passed  over  the  face,  and 
then  over  all  the  body,  and  I  expected  fully  to  hear  a  scream^ 
as  I  had  generally  noticed  in  animals,  or  that  be  was  about 
to  have  a  convulsion ;  but  just  as  it  began  to  pass  off,  he  vom- 
ited twice,  and  seemed  relieved  by  it.  The  vomited  matter 
was  still  bluish-green,  and  this  time  mixed  with  pieces  of 
half-digested  meat,  which  had  been  taken  at  dinner^  four 
hours  previously* 

^  I  next  gave  him  two  drachms  of  aromatic  apirit  of  ammo* 
nia  in  one  ounce  of  water,  and  with  some  difficulty  got  bind 
to  swallow  it.  Having  again  filled  the  pitcher,  I  poured  the 
water  down  hia  back  as  before,  and  directly  afterwards  he 
vomited  two  or  three  times — seven  minutes  from  the  time  of 
taking  the  poison.  The  respiration  and  pulse  were  now  very 
much  better,  the  latter  being  quicker,  and  .pretty  regular. 
Soon  after  vomiting,  I  noticed  a  little  movement  of  the 
hands,  apparently  voluntary.  I  now  hoped  the  immediate 
danger  was  passed — eight  minutes-— so  I  watched  the  symp* 
toms  for  a  minute  or  two,  and  then  the  pulse  beginning  to 
falter  a  little,  I  gave  him  two  drachms  of  aromatic  spirit  of 
amnK>nia  in  one  ounce  of  water,  which,  with  a  little  difiicuU 
ty,  he  swallowed.  I  tried  to  set  him  to  speak,  or  to  give  any 
evidence  that  he  understood  what  was  said  to  him,  but  failed 
to  elicit  any  sign  of  consciousness  from  him ;  still  I  considered 
him  tolerably  safe,  for  the  pulse  was  pretty  strong  and  regular^ 
and  the  respiration,  although  deep,  was  quite  regular ;  the 
countenance  was  also  now  regaining  its  natural  appearance, 
and  that  extreme  flaccidity  of  the  limbs  was  neatly  gone. 
After  about  five  minutes  more  had  eJapsed— fifteen  mmutea-* 
he  opened  his  eyes  and  gave  utterance  to  an  ejaculation,  and 
evidently  understood,  to  some  extent,  what  was  said  to  him* 
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Soon  afterwards  he  complained  of  his  trousers  being  wet,  and 
this  is  the  first  circumstance  he  remembers  after  leaving  the 
surgery  more  than  twenty  minutes  before.  We  presenti  got 
him  into  the  house  and  gave  him  a  little  hot  brandy  and  wa- 
ter. I  was  now  anxious  to  get  him  to  bed  as  quicK  as  possU 
ble,  judging  that  rest  in  the  recumbent  position  would  most 
conduce  to  his  recovery.  After  sitting  tr n  or  fifteen  minutesi 
he  was  able,  with  great  difficulty  and  with  our  assistance,  to 
walk  up  stairs,  but  vomited  several  times  during  the  transit 
^e  got  him  in*o  bed,  and  soon  afterwards  turning  to  me,  he 
said,  ^*  You  should  have  used  the  cold  affiision  ;**  and  seemed 
quite  surprised  when  I  told  him  that  I  had  done  so  pretty 
freely.  During  the  evening  he  took  a  simple  effer%*escent 
draught  now  and  then,  and  presentl\  he  dropped  asleep.  He 
passed  a  good  night,  and  next  morning  complained  of  pain 
across  the  loins,  but  was  otherwise  pretty  well,  except  a  feel* 
ing  of  general  weakness.  I  ought  to  have  mentioned  that 
my  fatner  is  about  sixty  years  old,  and  of  a  strong  constitu- 
tion. 

A  day  or  two  afterward  I  analyzed  the  acid.  I  measured 
one  drachm  in  the  same  two  ounce  measure  that  my  father 
used,  and  put  it  into  a  minim  measure ;  it  filled  up  to  seventy 
minims.  I  diluted  tliis,  and  then  added  a  solution  of  nitrate 
of  silver  till  no  more  precipitate  was  produced.  I  repeatedly 
washed  this  precipitate,  and  dried  it  carefully  for  a  long  time; 
but  to  make  sure  that  it  contained  no  more  water,  I  put  it  into 
a  warm  oven  for  an  hour,  during  which  time  it  lost  nearly  one- 
fifth  of  a  grain.  It  now  weighed  exactly  twelve  grains,  which 
would  be  equal  to  2.4  grains  of  anhydrous  hydrocyanic  acid, 
the  quantity  my  father  took.  As  100  grains  of  the  acid 
fiilea  np  105  minims  in  the  same  small  measure,  this  would 
give  3.3  as  the  per  centage  of  the  anhydrous  acid  in  the 
Scheele's  acid  used. 

I  have  been  thus  minute,  perhaps  unnecessarily  so,  in  the 
detail  of  this  case,  because  it  presents  many  points  of  unusual 
interest;  some  of  these  it  may  be  well  to  recapitulate  very 
briefly :  Istly,  this  is  the  largest  quantity  recorded  (so  far  as 
I  know),  after  taking  which  recovery  ensued;  2ndly,  the 
quantity  of  acid  taken  was  measured^  being  certainly  no  less 
than  one  drachm  of  Scheele's  strength  (at  3.3  per  cent.)  and 
being  equal  to  2.4  grains  of  real  acid ;  3rdly,  the  time  at 
which  insensibility  supervened  after  taking  the  poison  is  ac- 
curately known — namely,  two  minvtes ;  lastly,  the  f^ood 
eft'ects  of  the  cold  aflusiun,  and  the  probable  decompositioa 
of  part  of  the  poison  by  the  mixed  oxides  of  iron. 
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The  Recent  Poisoning  hy  Darnel  at  Boserea. — Surgeon 
Joha  A.  Powell  deposed  that  on  Christmas  Day  he  was  called 
out  of  church  to  see  people ;  he  visited  several  familicsi  and 
found  them  laboring  under  symptoms  produced  from  eating 
<<  ryely  '*  bread.  He  then  enumerated  the  names  of  many 
families  whom  he  had  attended  (members  of  which  were 
subsequently  examined ;)  he  had  examined  bread  found  in 
some  of  the  houses,  and  found  it  contained  *^  ryely.'' 

Persons  werje  produced  to  prove  that  they  had  purchased 
flour  at  the  establishment  of  Messrs.  Atkinson,  in  Roscrea,  on 
the  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  prior  to  Christmas  Day, 
which  flour  they  had  made  into  bread,  and  having  partaken  of 
it,  they  and  their  families  became  unwell.  As  the  evidence 
of  these  parties  were  almost  alike,  the  teistimony  of  the  foU 
]owing  is  sufficient  to  be  given  in  detail : 

Sarah  Kennedy  deposed, that  having  purchased  some  thirds 
flour  at  Messrs.  Atkinson's,  she  made  it  into  bread  on  Christ- 
mas mornine,  and  that  after  eatins  her  breakfast  she  thought 
the  cake  rather  queer ;  she  felt  like  one  who  had  been  after 
drinking  a  barrel  of  whisky,  and  she  trembled  like  the  leaves 
on  the  trees.  On  cross-examination  she  staled  that  she  had 
mixed  nothing  with  the  flour  but  a  small  quantity  of  soda  and 
buttermilk ;  she  got  the  soda  in  the  same  shop  as  the  flour ; 
•he  felt  sick  while  eating  the  flour. 

Esther  O'firien,  a  very  intelligent  girl,  proved  that  on 
Christmas  Day,  afler  eating  her  breakfast,  she  went  to  the 
Sunday  School,  and  white  there  found  her  head  getting  light^ 
and  the  sight  leaving  her  eyes ;  she  staggered  home  as  well 
as  she  could ;  on  arriving;  there  she  found  her  three  brothers 
lyin^  on  the  flour  very  bad  ;  she  felt  as  if  her  stomach  was 
boiling ;  she  imagined  that  she  and  her  brothers  had  been 
poisoned  by  eating  the  bad  bread  made  from  the  flour  which 
she  had  purchased  at  the  establishment  of  Messrs.  Atkinson, 
and  she  told  her  mother  to  run  for  an  emetic ;  her  mother  left 
the  house  for  that  purpose,  but  she  (the  witness)  finding  her- 
self gf*tting  worse  went  to  hasten  her  mother,  but  before  she 
had  gone  many  yards  she  became  so  faint  that  she  was 
obliged  to  seek  refuge  in  the  nearest  house,  where  her  stomach 
became  sick,  and  afterwards  she  got  better ;  she  had  eaten 
but  a  small  quantity  of  the  bread. 

Mary  Malone  proved  that  not  only  herself  and  her  hus- 
band, but  also  a  pig,  who  had  eaten  a  small  quantity,  became 
sick. 

Robert  and  Richard  Dwyei^  porters  in  Messrs.  Atkinson's 
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shop,  proved  that  they  had  sold  thirds  flour  to  the  parties  who 
had  been  examined,  and  that  they  had  received  the  flour  so 
sold  from  the  carters  of  the  defendant  (Mr.  Lyster,)  on  the 
Wednesday  previous  to  Christmas  Day. 

Mr.  AtkinsoT),  after  being  duly  cautioned  by  the  justices  not 
to  say  anything  which  mi^ht  criminate  himself*  was  sworn, 
and  exammed  by  Mr.  McEgan.     He  deposed  that  the  floor 
which  had  produced  so  mucn  sickness,  he  had  purchased  at 
Mr.  Lyster's  mills,  at  Mill  Park,  on  Tuesday,  the  20rh  of 
December,  1853,  and  which  flour  was  delivered  at  his  estab- 
lishment in  Roscrea  on  the  following  day ;  the  flour  was  gua- 
ranteed to  him  as  good,  and  relying  on  that  engaj^ement  he 
had  sold  it  as  such  and  in  the  same  state  as  it  was  '^  started'' 
from  Mr.  Lyster's  into  his  bins  in  his  shop.     After  the  cir- 
cumstance,  he  (Mr.  Atkinson)  accompanied  by  one  of  his 
bakers,  went  to  Derrinsalla  mills,  where  Mr.  Lyster  resides ; 
be  saw  him,  and  told  him  of  the  consequences,  and  of  the  lost 
which  he  had  sustained  in  his  business.     Mr.  Lyster  expressed 
his  sorrow,  and  said  it  had  occurred  without  his  consent,  and 
that  it  was  caused  through  the  ignorance  of  his  man  of  busi- 
ness, who  mixed  ryely  with  the  wheat  sold  to  him  as  flour. 
Mr.  Lyster  also  said  thai  it  was  rank  folly  for  his  clerk  to 
offer  for  sale  such  flour  at  Mill  Park,  for  if  the  clerk  hud  only 
sent  it  to  Derrinsalla,  he  (Mr.  Lyst.  r)  would  have  netted  2s.  a 
sack  on  it  more  than  he  (Mr.  Atkinson)  had  paid  for  it.     Mr. 
Lyster  then  further  stated  that  he  would  take  the  who*e  re- 
sponsibility of  it  upon  himself,  and  that  he  would  write  to  Mr. 
Hetherington,  his  clerk,  to  appear  before  the  magistrates,  and 
to  state  that  the  flour  was  sold  through  ignorance,  not  knowing 
the  pernicious  efTect  of  the  ryely.    This  witness  underwent  a 
very  searching  cross-examination,  with  the  view  of  showing 
that  he  had  flour  of  the  same  quality  on  sale,  which  might  be 
the  article  which  produced  the  sickness;  but  he  positively 
swore  that  on  Thursday,  the  22d  of  December,  having  heard 
complaints  of  the  flour,  he  had  what  was  purchased  from  an- 
oth^r  miller  in  the  neighborhood  put  into  sacks,  and  from  that 
up  to  Saturday  evening  sufl^ered  only  what  he  had  purchased 
from  Mr.  Lyster  to  be  sold;  it  was  fine,  and  snowy  white; 
received  a  letter  on  Saturday,the  24th  of  December,  and  made 
sales  after  the  receipt  of  that  letter;  after  the  complaints  were 
made,  a  clerk  of  Mr.  Lyster's  was  in  the  shop,  and  on  being 
asked  was  anything  wrong  with  the  flour,  he  said  not,  that  it 
was  made  from  pure  wheat,  except  what  ryely  their  macbi- 
nery  did  not  take  out.    Mr.  Atkinson  not  having  the  letter 
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referred  to  in  his  cross-examination,  a  messenger  was  sent  for 
it,  and  on  his  return  it  was  read.  It  was  written  by  the  clerk 
who  had  sold  the  flour,  and  it  was  to  (he  effect  (hat  the  writer 
regretted  to  hear  that  the  thirds  flour  he  had  sent  was  not  liked. 
He  could  not  account  for  it,  as  it  was  made  from  nothing  but 
pure  wheat,  unless  what  small  portions  of  rjely  the  machmery 
could  not  take  out. 

The  case  for  the  prosecution  then  closed. 

Mr.  Jacob  addressed  their  worships  on  behalf  of  the  de- 
fendant. It  was  to  be  regretted  that  such  an  occurrence  should 
have  taken  place,  but  nothing  serious  had  eventuated  from  it. 
He  should  admit  that  the  seeds  of  darnel  grass  was  among 
the  flour ;  it  was  a  well  known  fact  that  it  grew  among  their 
wheat.  He  then  quoted  ^^  Taylor  on  Poisons/'  to  show  that 
there  never  was  an  instance  where  the  use  of  the  ryely  had 
proved  fatal  to  man.  His  client  had  made  no  false  represen* 
tation.  It  was  sold  as  thirds  flour,  and  from  which  toe  ma- 
chinery did  not  separate  the  small  ryely.  There  was  no  proof 
to  show  that  it  had  been  mixed,  and  the  mixing  was  the  in- 

Sredient  of  that  section :  he  contended  that  there  was  no  evi« 
ence  that  the  flour  was  mixed,  and  under  all  the  circum- 
stances he  called  upon  the  court  to  dismiss  the  complaint. 

There  were  no  witnesses  produced  for  the  defense* 

After  a  few  minutes'  consultation, 

Mr.  Prittie  said  that  they  considered  the  case  fully  proved, 
and  consequently  felt  bound  to  convict  the  defendant.  From 
the  great  quantity  of  ryely  in  the  flour  it  was  their  opinion 
that  it  was  not  accidental,  while  they  would  admit  tb^  a  cer- 
tain small  portion  might  be  in  it«  Under  the  circumstances, 
they  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  impose  the  fullest  penalty 
awarded  by  the  statute  for  such  ofience — namely,  a  fine  of  £2 
and  costs. 

Mr.  Jacob  intimated  an  appeal. 

Mr.  Atkinson  admitted  to  having  sold  the  adulterated  flour, 
but  denied  thathe  knew  it  was  adulterated. 

The  Magistrates,  under  these  circumstances^  only  imposed 
a  nominal  penalty  of  Is.  with  costs  of  court. 

Darnel. — This  is  the  Lolium  temulentum  of  Linnsus. 
The  name  is  very  expressive  of  the  nature  of  this  poisonous 
weed,  for  it  causes,  among  its  other  consequences,  intoxica- 
tion and  delirium.  Lolinm  temulentum  means  literally 
"drunken  narnel.'*  It  is  often  found  growing  among  autumo 
iowed  corn.    Ovid  informs  us  that  it  is  injurious  to  the  eyes, 
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a  fact  established  by  the  dimness  of  vision  oceaaioned  bj  it 
to  the  recent  poor  sufferers  at  Roscrea.  Virgil  appropriately 
calls  it  ^*  infefix  lolium,"  i.  e.,  unlucky  darnel,  io  the  follow- 
ing  passage  in  1st  Georgia : 

**  Interque  nitentia  culu 
Infelisc  loliom  et  tterilet  dominantor  mveme." 

Thus  rendered  by  Dryden : 

**  Sad  darnel  domineen, 
And  shoota  iti  bead  above  the  ahininif  aara/' 

The  Irish  name  for  this  noxions  herb  is  braoiihilean^  as  if 
fronr^  braoij  the  eyebrows,  and  dilean^  a  flood  or  deluge,  owing 
to  the  dizziness,  suffusion  of  the  eyes,  and  injury  to  vision,  to 
which  its  beins  taken  into  the  stomach  gives  rise. 

Mr.  David  Moore,  of  the  Royal  Dublin  Society,  in  his  ex- 
cellent  practical  work  on  "  British  Grasses,"  says :  « It  is  the 
only  one  of  our  British  Grasses  which  is  deleterious,  and  there- 
fore  rather  to  be  avoided  than  encouraged.  Nothing  marks 
out  bad  husbandry  more  clearly  than  its  prevalence,  as  it  in- 
clines most  to  grow  upon  poor  worn-out  soils,  especially  where 
oats  have  been  frequently  repeated  as  a  crop,  la  such  places 
it  sometimes  forms  a  large  portion  of  the  produce,  and  on  the 
grain  being  made  into  meal,  the  darnel  mixes  with  it,  affect- 
ing the  head  and  stomach  of  those  who  partake  of  it,  as  we 
have  ollener  than  once  experienced." 
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On  the  Venom  of  Serpents.  By  J.  Gilmam,  A.  M.,  M. 
D.,  LLD. — There  is  much  in  the  history  and  habits  of  the 
reptile  tribes,  however  repulsive  they  may  be  in  appearance, 
that  is  very  interesting.  During  a  sojourn  of  two  or  three 
months  in  the  interior  of  Arkansas,  which  appears  to  me  to 
be  the  paradise  of  reptiles,  I  paid  some  attention  to  that 
branch  of  natural  history  called  ophiology :  1  found  four  dis- 
tinct varieties  of  rattle-snakes  (Cro/a/w*)  of  which  the  Crc 
talus  Horridus  and  Crotalus  Kirtlandii  are  by  far  the  most  nu- 
merous. The  former  is  the  largest  serpent  in  North  Amen* 
ca.  The  family  of  moccasin  snakes  (Coiluber)  is  also  quite 
numerous,  there  being  not  less  than  ten  varieties,  most  of 
which  are  quite  as  venomous  as  the  rattle-snake.  By  dissect* 
ing  great  numbers  of  diffisrent  species  I  learned  that  the  ana- 
tomical structure  of  the  poisoning  apparatus  is  similar  in  all 
the  different  varieties  of  venomous  serpents.  It  consists  of  a 
strong  frame-work  of  bone,  with  its  appropriate  masdes  ia 
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\\it  Qpper  patt  of  the  bead,  resembling  and  being  in  fad  a  pair 
of  jaws,  but  externally  to  the  jairs  proper,  and  much  stronger. 
To  these  is  attached  by  a  ginglymoid  articulation,  one  or 
more  movable  fanss  on  each  side,  just  at  the  verge  of  the 
mouth,  capable  of  lieing  erected  at  pleasure.  These  fangs 
are  very  hard  and  sharp,  and  crooked,  like  the  claws  of  a  cat^ 
and  hooking  backward,  with  a  hollow  from  the  base  to  near 
the  point.  A  have  occasionally  seen  a  thin  slit  of  bone  divide 
!(iis  hollow,  making  two.  At  their  base  is  found  a  small 
sac>  containing  two  or  three  drops  of  venom  which  resembles 
thin  honey.  The  aac  is  so  connected  with  the  cavity  of  the 
fang  during  its  erection,  that  a  slight  upward  pressure  forces 
the  venom  into  the  fang  at  its  base,  and  it  makes  its  exit  at  ^ 
amall  slit  or  opening  near  ttie  point^  with  considerable  force ; 
thus  it  is  earned  to  the  bottom  of  any  wound  aude  by  the 
fang. 

Unless  the  fangs  are  erected  for  battle,  tbey  lie  concealed 
in  the  upper  pait  of  the  mouth,  sunk  between  the  external  and 
internal  jaw  bones,  somewhat  like  a  pen-knife  blade  shut  up 
in  its  handle,  where  they  are  covered  by  a  fold  of  membrane 
which  encloses  them  like  a  sheath ;  this  is  the  vagina  dentii^ 
There  can  be  no  doubt  but  these  fangs  are  frequently  broken 
t>ff  or  shed,  as  the  bead  growe  broader,  to  make  room  for 
new  ones  nearer  the  verge  of  the  mouth ;  for,  within  the  var 

5ina  dentia  of  a  very  lar^e  crotalus  horridus,  I  found  no  lesp 
lan  ive  fangs  on  each  side— 'in  all  stages  of  formation-— the 
Bmallest  in  a  half  pulRy  or  cartilaginotta  stale^  the  next  some- 
ihing  harder,  the  mini  iltill  more  perfect,  and  so  on  to  the 
roaiii)  well  set,  perfect  faoj^.  Each  of  these  teeth  had  a  well 
defined  cavity  like  the  mam  one.  Three  fiamgs  on  each  side 
were  frequently  fonnd  ia  copp9r4ieads,  vii»eni  and  others. 

The  process  of  robbing  serpents  of  their  venoin  is  easily 
mccomplished  by  the  aid  (x  chloroform,  a  few  drmsof  which 
stupifies  them*  I^  while  they  are  under  this  influence,  they 
are  carefully  seiaed  by  the  neck,  and  the  vagina  dentis  held 
out  of  the  way  by  an  assistant,  with  a  pair  of  forceps,  and 
the  Cang  be  erected  and  gently  pressed  upward ,  the  venom 
will  be  seen  issuing  from  the  fang  and  dropping  from  its  point* 
It  may  then  be  absorbed  by  a  bit  of  sponge,  or  caught  in  a 
vial,  or  on  the  point  of  a  lancet.     After  robbing  several  ser- 

Cents  in  this  manner,  they  were  found  after  two  days  to  be  as 
ighlv  charged  as  ever  with  venom  of  equal  intensity  with 
that  first  taken^ 
During  the  process  of  robbing  several  ^cies  of  seipents^ 
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I  inoculated  several  small  but  vigordus  and  perfectly  ff«a'T(hf 
vegetables,  with  the  point  of  a  lancet  well  charged  witlp 
venom.  The  next  day  they  were  withered  and  deaoi  looking 
Ks  though  they  had  been  scathed  with  lightnings 

In  attempting  to  preserve  a  few  drops  of  venom  for  futurer 
experiments,  in  a  small  vial  with  two  or  three  parts  of  alco^ 
hoi,  it  was  foihid  in  a  short  time  to  have  lost  its  venotnoof 
properties.  But  after  mixine^the  venom  with  aqua  ammonia* 
or  spirits  of  turpentine^  oroi^fof  peppermint,  or  of  cinnamoD< 
or  of  cloves,  or  with  nitric  or  sulphuric  acid,  it  still  seetnedta 
atct  with  undinrinished  energy .^  It  is  best  preserved,  however^ 
for  future  use,  by  trituration  With  refinea  sugar,  or  sugar  of 
milk. 

A  very  fine  lar^e  cotton-mouth  snake,  being  captured  by 
putting  a  shoe-stnng  around  him,  became  excessively  fenv 
cious,  striking  at  even  the  crack  of  a  small  riding-whip# 
Finding  himself  a;  prisoner^  without  any  hope  of  escape,  he 
turned  his  deadly  weapons  on  his  own'  body,  striking  repeal 
ediy  his  well  charged  fangs  deeply  into  his  awh  fitesh.  Nci' 
withstanding  this,  he  was  put  into  a  small  basket  and  carriedl 
forward.  In  one  hour  after,  he  was  found  dead,  and  na 
amount  of  irritation  could  e^rcite  the  least  indication  of  life^ 
Four  hours  after,  while  removing  the  skin  for  pveservatioii, 
the  blood  oozed  slowly  from  the  vessels  in  a  dissolved  state. 
No  violence  was  done  ta  his  snakeship,  except  what  be  did  ta 
himself. 

Another  moccasin,  shot  by  s  pistol  ffbout  two  inches  back 
of  the  head,  and  skinned  imnredi&tely,  gave  decided  evidence 
of  vitality  four  hours  after  being  flayeo,  by  wreathing  the 
body  whenever  it  was  irritated  by  a  scalpel. 

A  large  rattle-snake  beheaded  instantly  with  a  hoe,  would 
an  hour  and  a  half  after,  strike  at  anything  that  pinchred  its 
tail.  Of  several  persons  who  were  testing  their  firmness  of 
nerve,  by  trying  to  hold  the  hand  steady  while  the  serpent 
struck  at  it,  not  one  could  be  found  whose  hand  would  not  re-* 
coil  in  spite  of  his  resolution,  and  one  man,  a  great  bully  by. 
the-by,  was  struck  on  the  naked  throat  with  considerable  vio^ 
lence  by  the  headless  trunk  of  the  serpent,  and  staggered  back, 
fainted,  and  fell  from  terror. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Miss.i  tells  me  he«witnessed  a  similar 
scene.  An  old  hunter  shot  a  rattle-snake's  head  off,  and  afker 
reloading  his  gun  and  standing  sometime,  he  stooped  to  pull 
off  the  rattles,  and  the  bloody  but  headless  trunk  of  the  snake 
struck  him  in  the  temple,  and  he  fainted  and  fell  down  with 
terror. 


PfOffttis  of  Medicine.  SS7 

Sev^n  venomous  serpents  belonging  to  five  different  species 
were  made  to  fraternize  and  dwell  amicabl}^  in  one  den.  A 
beautiful  pair  of  long  bodied  speckled  snakes,  known  as  king- 
snakes,  and  found  to  be  fangless,  and  consequently  without 
venom,  were  duly  installed  as  members  of  the  lamily.  Some 
uneasiness  was  perceivable  amon^  the  older  members,  but  no 
attempt  was  made  to  destroy  the  intruders,  though  they  might 
have  been  killed  instanter.  The  next  morning  four  of  the 
venomous  serpents  were  found  to  have  been  destroyed  by  the 
king-snakes,  and  one  was  still  within  their  coil,  and  the  two 
remaining  ones  would  make  no  effort  at  self-defense.  A  laree 
rattle-snake  seemed  stupid  and  indifferent  to  his  fate.  He 
could  not  be  made  to  threaten  or  give  warning  even  with  his 
rattles.  The  smallest  king-snake  was  afterward  inoculated 
with  the  poison  of  one  of  the  serpents  he  had  destroyed,  and 
died  immediately  after — thus  evincing  that  they  must  have 
exercised  some  power  beside  physical  force  to  overcome 
tbeir  fellow-creatures. 

In  short,  the  results  of  a  great  number  of  experiments  per- 
formed with  the  venom  of  a  great  vai^iety  of  serpents,  seem 
to  lead  to  the  following  conclusions: 

1st.  That  the  venom  of  all  serpents  acts  as  a  poison  in  a 
similar  manner. 

2d.  That  the  venom  of  some  varieties  is  far  more  active 
than  that  of  others. 

3d.  That  a  variety  of  the  colhiber,  known  as  the  cotton- 
mouth,  is  the  most  venomous  serpent  in  Arkansas. 

4th.  That  the  venom  of  serpents  destroys  all  forms  of 
organized  life,  vegetable  as  well  as  animal. 

5th.  That  alcohol,  if  brought  in  contact  with  the  venom  is, 
to  a  certain  extent,  an  antidote. 

6th.  That  serpents  do  possess  the  power  of  fascinating 
small  animals,  and  that  this  power  is  incidental  with  mes- 
merism. 

7lh.  That  the  blood  of  small  animals,  destroyed  by  the 
venom  of  serpents,  bears  a  close  resemblance  to  that  of  ani- 
mals destroyed  by  lightning  or  hydrocyanic  acid;  it  loses  its 
power  of  coagulation  and  can  not  be  kept  long  from  putrefac- 
tion. 

Hints  on  the  Causes  of  Blindness.    By  Wm.  Chapiw,  of 

the  Pef^nsvlvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction* of  the  Blind. 
—Mr.  Editor :  I  desire  to  communicate,  through  your  use- 
ful Joumali  some  facts  illustrating  the  hereditary  tendencies 
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or  predisposition  to  blindness.     The  facts  will  apply 
equal  force  to  deafness,  insanity  and  other  congenital  i 
ties. 

The  pc^ular  belief  is,  that  blindness  and  deafness,  when 
congenital,  may  often  be  traced  to  blind  or  deaf  parents,  or  to 
some  previous  generations.  Hereditary  insanity  is  more  evi« 
dent  tnan  either  of  the  other  afflictions.  But  it  will  be  foand, 
on  examination,  that  tranamission,  from  like  infirmities,  is 
comparatively  very  rare,  in  the  cases  of  the  deaf  and  the 
blind. 

In  respect  to  the  last  class,  particularly,  the  writer  baa  bad 
some  opportunities  of  observation.  From  the  statistics  fur^ 
nished  by  the  Institutions  of  the  Blind  in  this  country  and 
Europe,  I  am  able  to  state  that  the  prolific  cause  of  blindDesSp 
inhented  from  Urth,  is  the  inttrfnarriagt  of  rtUuivu^  par* 
ticularly  of  fini  eousiM. 

The  tendency  of  such  marriages  to  produce  an  inferior  or 
diseased  offspring,  is  a  physiological  fact  well  established. 
Idiocy  and  insanity  in  the  same  family,  with  blindness,  ia 
not  an  uncommon  occurrence,  where  the  parents  were  first 
cousins.  The  writer  knows  one  family  of  teren  blind 
children ;  another  of  three  blind  and  one  idiot  child ;  several 
of  two  blind  each,  and  an  indefinite  number  with  one  Uind 
child  in  each,  the  parents  being  cousins.  Two  brothers  mar* 
ried  two  sisters,  who  were  cousins — each  family  bad  one 
blind  daughter.  The  facts  are  so  usual,  that  whenever  mora 
than  one  deaf,  blind,  or  idiot  child,  is  found  in  a  family,  it 
may  fairly,  in  most  cases,  be  referred  to  the  above  canse. 

The  writer,  a  few  ^ears  since,  examined  the  ^Botpiial 
Royalt  dtt  Quinze-VitUgz^^^  in  Paris,  with  reference  partly 
to  this  subject.  This  is  the  celebrated  hospital  for  **  ^ 
scortf'*  or  three  hundred  blind  persons,  founded  by 
IX,  in  1260. 

These  blind  persons  are  encouraged  to  many  with  each 
other,  but  generally  with  persons  outside.  The  community 
numbers  870  in  all,  in  246  distinct  lamilies,  of  whom  113 
are  children  born  in  the  house.  All  these  children  have  one 
or  two  parents  blind.  If  blindness,  therefore,  tends  to  trana* 
mit  blindness,  we  should  certainly  find  this  hospital  one  of 
the  most  favorable  places  to  prove  it.  But  on  the  contrary 
and  I  confess  my  surprise,  not  a  blind  child  hml  ever  b  *  e 
born  in  the  Aoiise.  * 

It  would  be  incorrect,  however,  to  infer  from  so  strilueg  a 
a  fact,  that  blindness  is  never  transmitted  by  blind  parent* 
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I  know  a  young  lady  whose  progenilors,  for  five  generational 
have  been  blind,  at  least  one  of  the  parents^  in  succession. 

Sometimes  nature  appears  to  be  eccentric  in  her  operations. 
A  lady  in  Ohio  had  three  blind  children.  Neith  r  the  pa- 
rents nor  grand-parents  of  the  children  were  blind.  But  the 
lady's  brother  had  two  blind  children,  and  she  had  also  two 
uncles  blind.  I  have  known  of  some  twenty  marriages  in 
this  country,  in  which  one  party  was  blind  ana  ssveral  where 
both  were  blind;  but  theoSispringinevery  case  have  good  sight. 

What  then  are  the  chief  causes  of  blindness?  In  England 
and  Ireland,  Small  Pox  has  produced  more  blindness  than 
any  other  known  cause.  In  the  Liverpool  Asytum,  from  its 
foundation,  there  have  been  229  cases,  or  one-fifth  of  the 
whole  number,  from  Small  Pox.  Of  1,296  blind  persons, 
from  two  asylumns,  the  following  are  noted  as  the  principal 
eauses : 

Blind  from  birth, 123 

Small  Pox, 258 

Inflammation, 429 

Cataract, 139 

Accidents,. 135 

All  oter  causes,          •        -        -       -        -  211 

Inflammation,  or  Opthalma,  is  a  rather  indefinite  term  in 
•uch  reports,  covering  a  multitude  of  cases  attended  with  in* 
flan'matioo,  where  the  precise  cause  is  obscure  and  unknown* 

There  are,  for  example,  many  cases  of  children,  born  with 

E^od  sight,  but  with  a  constant  tendency  or  predisposition  to 
indness,  in  whom  the  slightest  accident  or  exposure  to  cold^ 
produces  inflammation  and  loss  of  sight.  A  slighi  injury  de- 
velops the  hidden  weakness  of  the  organ.  There  were  two 
Mind  children,  a  brother  and  sister,  in  one  of  our  institutions^ 
who  lost  each  of  their  eyes,  though  apparently  sound,  by  four 
separate  accidents — some  of  them  so  slight,  that  a  perfectly 
healthy  eye  would  scarcely  have  suffered. 

In  this  country,  Small  Pox  has  caused  comparatively  very 
little  blindness.  According  to  the  Register  General's  Report,, 
of  Great  Britain,  between  four  and  five  thousand  persons, 
were  blinded  by  it,  in  England  and  Wales  alone. 

or  118  blind  children  received  in  the  Ohio  Institution  up 
to  1846,  only  one  had  been  blinded  by  Small  Pox.  And  of 
237  children  received  into  the  Pennsylvania  Institution,  at 
Philadelphia,  only  10  became  blind  from  Small  Pox* 

The  statistics  of  that  Institution,  where  a  careful  register 
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is  kept,  show  the  following  results,  which  are  important,  as 
presenting  a  fair  general  average  of  the  causes  of  bliDdness  in 
the  country  at  large,  viz : 

Opthalniia, 74 

Amaurosis, 22 

Cataract, 20 

Congenital, 18 

Small  Pox, 10 

Scarlet  Fever, 6 

Measles, 6 

Accidents, 43 

Other  causes, 28 

Total, 237 

or  this  whole  number,  85  were  bom  blind,  or  lost  their 
sight  the  first  year;  over  one  and  under  five  years;  31  be* 
tween  five  and  ten ;  36  between  ten  and  twenty,  and  26  over 
twenty  years  of  age. 

These  facts  show  the  large  number  who  are  born  blind,  or 
become  so  in  early  infancy.  More  than  one-third  of  the 
whole  were  blind  under  one  year  old,  and  nearly  one-half  be- 
fore the  third  year. 

Of  the  10,000  blind  persons  in  the  United  States,  we  may 
assume  that  7,000  are  under  thirty-five  years  of  age.  Of  this 
number,  about  3,400  were  blind  at  birth  or  before  the  third 
year. 

All  the  above  facts  only  illustrate,  perhaps,  the  general  law 
of  hereditary  tendencies,  not  of  disease  transmitting  its  like, 
for  exceptions  in  the  above  cases  appear  to  be  the  rale; 
but  that  certain  constitutional  conditions  in  parents,  prodace 
peculiar  defects  in  their  offspring.  Such  being  nature's  law 
and  her  severe  penalties,  it  is  very  important  that  a  fall 
knowledge  of  it  should  be  spread,  and  the  unhappy  results,  as 
far  as  possible,  avoided.  W.  C. 

Philadelphia,  December  10,  1868. 

Alcoholic  Liquors  in  the  Practice  of  Medicine.  By  N« 
Oilman,  M.  D. — As  no  one  inclines  to  answer  the  questions 
which  I  proposed  in  my  first  article,  I  will  give  my  own 
crude  notions  upon  the  subject,  hoping,  at  least,  to  elicit 
truth  from  others. 

The  first  question — "  Are  alcoholic  liquors  indispensably 
necessary  in  the  practice  of  medicine  ?'  I  answer  in  the 
negative. 
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Alcohol,  by  the  physician,,  is  used  for  three  specific  pur- 
poses. 

Firsif  as  a  stimulant  in  cases  of  debility. 

Second,  as  a  solvent  for  medicines  that  are  insoluble  in 
any  other  menstruuin. 

Thirds  to  preserve  vegetable  compounds  from  decomposi- 
tion. 

As  a  stimulant,  alcohol  possesses  great  power,  but  its  use- 
fulness is  not  proportionate.  Such  is  its  peculiar  nature,  that 
it  IS  very  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  adapt  it  to  the  wants  of 
ihe  system  in  a  debilitated  state«  There  is  no  doubt  that  a 
comet  possesses  wonderful  propelling  power;  still  it  might 
be  very  difficult  to  make  a  practical  and  safe  application  of 
that  power  on  a  railroad.  Take  a  patient  reduced  low  by 
fever,  for  instance.  Apply  sound  physiological  and  patha- 
logical  principles,  and  ascertain  the  wants  of  the  system  ; 
then  look  at  the  properties  -of  alcohol,  and  see  if  it  is  capable 
of  supplying  them. 

When  reduced  low  by  fever,  the  vital  powers  are  nearly 
exhausted  by  the  previous  excitement  and  deficient  nutritioH. 
Is  stimulation  indicated?  Doe?  the  patient  need  to  have  an- 
od)er  excitement  produced  in  the  system,  which  will  make 
a  still  "greater  draft  on  his  latent  nervous  energies?  Does  he* 
not  rather  require  perfect  rest  and  suitable  nourishment? 
Undoubtedly,  for  nothing  else  can  impart  rtal^  permanent 
strength,  and  restore  the  wasted  powers  of  life.  This  is  so 
plain  that  it  can  be  understood  by  any  reflecting  person^ 
without  any  knowledge  of  physiology.  When  the  mass  of 
the  people,  who  have  no  medical  raucation,  shall  get  their 
eyes  open  and  look  into  this  subject  for  themselves,  some  of 
our  learned  craft  will  be  ashamed  of  their  own  stupidity. 

We  will  next  look  at  alcohol  and  learn  its  nature — then  de- 
termine whether  it  imparts  any  strength  to  the  bodv.  Alco- 
hol, in  all  its  forms,  is  a  mere  stimlani;  or  rather,  with 
more  propriety,  it  might  be  eaHed  an  irritant  poison,  pos« 
•essin^  no  tonic  or  strengthening  properties  whatever.  The 
digestive  orsans  have  no  power  to  change  it,  or  extract  from 
it  any  noiirtsning  principle.  Without  undeivoing  any  change, 
except  what  is  produced  by  dilution,  it  is  taken  up  by  the  ab- 
sorbents, carried  into  the  blood,  and  goes  the  rounds  of  the 
circulation.  Thus,  every  organ  and  tissue  in  the  body  has  an 
irritating  poison  brought  into  actual  contact  with  it.  This 
must  be  expelled  without  delay,  or  their  vitality  is  endan- 
gered.   An  additional  task  is  ttuis  imposed  on  toe  vital  or* 
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gans.  The  apparent  increase  of  strensib  is  notbing  more 
than  the  latent  nervous  energies,  aroused  for  the  sole  parpoae 
of  driving  out  this  enemy  from  the  body.  When  this  task  ia 
over»  there  is  still  greater  tehaustion.  Nothing  has  Leen 
gained  by  the  operation,  but  a  positive  loss  has  been  sos^ 
tained* 

There  are  two  otber  ways  in  which  tbe  presence  of  a1co> 
hoi  in  the  b*ood  disturbs  the  vital  functions.  First,  it  inter- 
leres  with  the  nutritive  operations.  Dr.  Carpenter  aaya, 
*<  AmoiM^  the  most  important  of  ibe  chemicai  changes  wbicb 
alcohol  MS  the  power  of  eifeclin^^  is  the  coa«ilation  of  soIck 
bfe  ablumen ;  and  although  it  will  rarely,  if  ever,  be  intro^ 
duced  into  the  mass  of  the  blood,  or  into  the  serous  fluids  of 
the  tissues,  by  any  ordinary  alcoholic  potations,  in  asoffi- 
eientl V  conc^ntratea  state  to  effect  this,  vet  we  sbould  antici** 
pate  tnat  its  presence,  eveh  in  a  very  dilate  form,  most  aflect 
(be  chemical  relations  of  albukaen,  and  can  scaroely  do  otber« 
wise  than  retard  that  peculiar  transformation  by  wbicb  it  ia 
eonverted  into  the  more  vifti/Kveif  substance,  fibnne.^  That 
svch  is  actaaliy  tbe  case,  will  be  rendered  probable  by  tbe 
considertitions  to  be  presently  adduced. 

'<  No  considerable  chaogts  of  a  chemical  nature  ean  take 
f  tece  iU'  any  of  the  animal  tissues  without  disordering  tbair 
§iUd  properties  also  ;  aiid  we  have  now  to  impiire  into  tbe 
mode  in  wbicb  these  properties  are  affected  by  tbe  contact 
with  alcoholic  liquids,    in  tbe  first  dace  it  would  appear 
that  tbe  solidifiabifit^  of  the  fibrine,  wnicb  is  its  special  vitsl 
Endowment,  is  impaired  by  tbe  introduction  of  afcobol  into 
the  fluid  that  coolains  it ;  ior  when  an  animal  is  killed  hj  ibe 
injection  of  Mood  vessels,  the  blood  often  reruns  fluid  sifker 
death,  or  eoasilates  but  imperlectly.     Now,  as  it  is  probable 
that  nearlv  all  tbe  orgaaiaed  tissues  are  developed  at  tbtf  ex* 
pens6  of  fibrine,  it  is  obvious  that  anytbing  wh*cb  impaira  its 
organizability^  must  bave  an   iniurious  influence  ^P^^  tbe 

Senera)  nilritrve  Ojperatioos  ;  and  we  shall  hereafter  and  eon- 
irmation  of  this  inference  in  that  peculiar  condition  of  tbe 
system  which  results  fr^m  excessive  baUtual  lodolgeDce  in 
alcoholic  potations,  and  of  wbicb  the  imperfect  etaboralteii 
of  fibrine  is  one  of  (be  speeial  characteristics.^ 

This  quotation  needs  no  comment.     It  is  ^ite  obviooe 
that  any  medicine*  which  so  decidedly  interrupts  the  restorm* 
live  process,  cannot  impart  strength  to  the  exhausted  body. 
^Stcondly.  Tbe  presence  of  akohol  in  tbe  blood  dislVM  tbe 
vital  fonctions^by  preveotinj^the  decarboniaatioa  of  Ibe  blood 
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through  the  agency  of  respitation.  And  here  Dr.  Carpenter 
ahall  speak  for  ue  again.  ^  The  alcoholic  odor  of  the  breath 
is  a  sufficient  indication  that  alcoholic  vapor  is  exhaled  from 
the  langs  in  the  act  of  respiration;  but  the  quantity  of  this  is 
probabfjr  small  in  comparison  with  that  which  is  carried  off 
m  another  way,  viz :  by  the  combustive  process  which  takes 
place  in  the  blood  at  the  expense  of  the  oxygen  it  contains, 
and  which  converts  the  alcohol  into  carbonic  acid  and  watery 
both  of  which  are  set  free  by  exhalation  from  the  lungs.  The 
readiness  with  which  alcohol  is  thus  oxydized,  in  fact,  is 
probably  one  cause  of  its  influence  in  giving  a  venous  aspect 
to  arterial  blood ;  since  it  will  withdraw  the  oxygen  from 
other  substances  which  are  waiting  to  be  eliminateid  by  the 
combustive  process,  and  the  accumulation  of  which  will  de- 
teriorate the  character  of  the  fluid." 
-    The  injury  arising  from  this  source  is  proportionate  to  the 

auantity  used.  In  health,  nO  appreciable  effect  might  be  pro-» 
uced  by  the  small  quantities  administered  in  sickness ;  yet 
we  may  safely  infer  that  when  the  system  is  so  much  pros- 
trated that  the  lung^  can  with  ffreat  difficulty  so  far  purify  the 
blood  as  to  enable  it  to  stimulate  the  heart  and  brain  to  ac- 
tion, a  very  minute  quantity  of  alcohol,  by  imposins^  an  ad- 
ditional task,  may  cause  a  fatal  result.  The  ^nysician  who 
proscribes  alcohol  under  such  circumstances,  thwarts  his  own 
purpose.  It  has  long  since  been  known  that  it  never  imparts 
any  mto  strength,  but  only  makes  a  draft  on  what  one  already 
possesses.  As  in  health,  so  in  sickness,  it  is  never  capable  of 
a&brdins  any  other  strength  than  is  imparted  by  the  lash  to 
the  jaded  horse. 

This^  being  the  case»  it  would  seem  to  be  self-evident  that 
it  can,  in  no  case  of  prostration  from  fevers  or  any  other  de- 
bilitating causes,  facilitate  recovery.  On  the  contrary  it  must 
hasten  death,  when  the  nervous  enemies  are  too  much  ex* 
hausted  to  allow  of  the  recovery  without  stimulation,  and 
seiually  eau$€  a  fatal  termination,  when  the  vital  powers  are 
harely  sufficient  to  keep  up  the  action  of  the  art  till  they  can 
be  invigorated  by  rest  and  nutrition.  It  is  only  in  cases 
where  fne  patient  hM  more  strength  than  he  actually  needsy 
that  it  wouki  be  safe  to  stimulate  with  alcohol.  The  physi* 
cian  who  prescribes  pOrtwine  or  any  other  alcoholic  stimu* 
lant  in  such  cases,  does  not  understand  the  difference  between 
stimulation  and  nutrition ;  conseauently,  he  fails  to  prescribe 
tcientificltlly.  A  patient  thus  reduced  may  be  compared  to  a 
lamp  w  ith  the  oil  so  aearly  exhausted  as  to  present  but  a 
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slight  flickerinfr  blaze.  The  gentlest  motion  or  brestn  of 
air  will  extinguish  it.  It  will  bom  for  hours  if  not  disturbed 
-—yet  if  you  pick  up  the  wick,  a  momentary  flame  is  pro* 
duced,  and  then  entirely  disappears.  If  you  bad  carefully 
filled  the  lamp  with  oil,  the  flame  would  have  been  perma* 
nently  retnvea. 

So  much  for  theory ;  now  for  practice.  A  person  is  sick 
of  fever,  a  crisis  takes  place  at  the  proper  time,  the  patient  is 
convalescent,  and  the  doctor  recommends  a  little  wine  to 
strengthen  him.  Under  its  use  the  patient  feels  better,  an 
appetite  is  excited  prematurely,  and  indulged  too  freely.  He 
ffrows  worse,  and  is  soon  apprised  by  his  physician  that  ^  he 
has  been  imprudent  in  eating  and  caused  a  relapse  of  the  fe- 
ver." Anotherhastyphoid  fever,isveryfeeble — wineisresort- 
ed  to  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  the  strength.  The  vital 
powers  are  rallied,  and  strong  hopes  are  entertained  of  his  re- 
covery. But  the  next  day,  perhaps,  an  inflammation  tsde* 
veloped  in  the  brain,  lungs,  or  aLdominal  viscera,  and  the 
symptoms  become  alarming.  The  doctor  is  summoned,  and 
assures  the  friends  that  <*  another  fever  has  set  in,  and  be 
fears  it  will  go  hard  with  the  patient." 

It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  rule,  that  if  alcoholic  liquors  re- 
lieve or  seem^o  cure  one  disease,  they  cause  some  other,  as 
bad  or  worse.  The  pleasurable  feelings  resulting  from  the 
stimulation,  lull  all  suspicion  of  the  mischief  going  on, 
which  is  usually  referred  to  the  patient  havine '*  taken  cold 
or  eaten  something  to  hurt  him,"  or,  as  not  unlrequently  hap- 
pens, that  modern  scapegoat  calomtl  is  obliged  to  bear  away 
all  the  sin  and  reproach  of  this  deleterious  article.  The  ne- 
cessity of  stimulants,  in  such  cases,  is  not  so  ^reat  as  is  gene- 
rally supposed.  The  patient  is  not  always  dying  when  the 
pulse  is  very  feeble  and  intermittent.  This  is  no  very  un* 
common  occurrence  when  the  excitement  of  fever  is  gone. 
If  there  are  latent  nervous  energies,  nature  will  call  them 
into  action ;  if  there  are  none,  stimulants  will  have  no  effect. 
I  would  not  take  the  resposibility  of  deciding  the  point 
whether  stimulants  of  any  Kind  are  beneficial  in  these  cmMs, 
but  I  do  venture  the  opinion,  that  if  necessary,  we  have  at 
our  command  many  articles  of  that  kind  which  should  have 
the  preference  to  ulcohol.  Of  this  character  are  ammonia, 
oil  of  peppermint  and  spearmint,  gin^r,  Cayenne  pepper, 
serpentaria,  etc.  Some  of  these  act  simply  upon  the  prtrose 
viae  as  stimulants,  and  by  sympathy  upon  the  brain,  heart  and 
other  vital  organs*     If  we  can  give  the  desired  impulse  to  the 
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heart,  brain  and  nervous  system  without  subjecting  these  or- 
gans to  the  poisonoi^ contact  of  alcohol,  much  is  gained. 
South  Deerfield,  Feb.  7, 1854. 

On  the  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  the  Diseases  oj  the 
Scalp^  popularly  known  by  the  name  of  Rinaworm.  By 
William  Jbkmkr. — Of  the  varieties  of  the  skin  diseases  those 
affecting  the  scalp  come,  perhaps,  the  most  frequently  under 
our  notice.  Stuaents,  and  even  practitioners,  are  often  ex- 
tremely puzzled  to  diagnose  these  disease  of  the  scalp.  This 
difficultv  is  partly  due  to  the  resemblance  of  some  ot  them  to 
each  other,  and  partly  to  the  fact  that  while  some  writers  have 

Jiven  the  same  name  to  different  things,  others  have  given 
ifierent  names  to  the  same  thing. 

Several  of  those  scalp  affections  are  popularly  called  '^ing« 
worm,"  and  you  must  nave  many  times  observed  (he  anxiety 
with  which  the  mother  asks  whether  her  child  has  the  ring- 
worm. The  cause  of  her  anxiety  is,  that  she  understanas 
by  the  term  she  employs,  a  very  obstinate  and  contagious  di- 
sease. 

I  propose  to  consider,  to^ay,  certain  of  these  diseases  of 
the  scalp,  which  bear  a  highly  important  pathological,  etio- 
logical and  therapeutical  relation  to  each  other,  although  they 
differ  very  greatly  in  their  readily  recognizable  physical  char- 
acters. 

You  are  aware  that  on  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth, 
in  one  form  of  the  disease  termed  apths,  microscopical  para- 
sitic plants  are  developed  in  enormous  quantity;  and  that«  in 
the  stomach,  not  uncommon  vegetable  growths  are  sarcinse 
Goodsirii  and  torule  cerevisise. 

It  has  been  shown,  that  parasitic  plants  are  also  sometimes 
developed  on  the  skin  and  its  appendages;  and  in  several 
scalp  affections,  to  which  the  popular  name  of  ringworm  has 
been  especially  given,  (because  they  are  obstinate  and  conta- 
gious diseases,  having  a  tendency  to  spread  in  circles),  these 
parasitic  vegetables  are  found  in  or  around  the  hairs. 

What  is  popularly  meant  by  ringworm,  was,  by  some  of 
the  older  writers  on  skin  diseases,  expressed  by  the  word 
tinea;  but  the  technical  name  being  found,  as  our  knowledge 
advanced,  to  have  no  definite  signification,  gradually  fell  into 
disuse. 

It  has  been  recently  proposed  to  employ  this  word  tinea 
again,  an  J  to  give  it  a  precise  signification.  Under  the  generic 
name  tinea,  it  is  proposed*  to  include  all  diseases  of  the  hairs 
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produced,  kept  up,  or  attended  by  the  development  of  paraatie 
plants. 

In  this  genus  are  included  the  following  spectet:  Tiaea 
favosa,  tinea  tonsurans,  tinea  decalvaiis,  tinea  sycosa. 

Tinea  favosa  most  commonly  affects  the  hairy  scalp,  bat 
now  and  (hen  it  is  found  on  other  parts  of  the  surface.  It  it 
characterized  by  thick,  dry,  yellow  crusts,  which,  if  Mnall, 
are  circular  in  outline,  and  depressed  in  the  center,  cup-shaped. 
Passing  through  (he  center  or  each  of  these  crusts  is  a  hair. 
The  larger  circular  crusts  have  a  diameter  of  i  inch,  and  ap- 
pear as  though  made  up  of  concentric  rings,  alternately  yellow 
and  brown  in  color.  If  the  crusts  are  very  lai^e,  they  have 
an  irregular  shape;  but  still  they  indicate  their  origin  from 
distinct  cenetrs  by  the  semi-circular  outline  of  the  masses 
which  project  from  their  margin.  These  )ai^,  irregular 
crasts  are  pitted  on  their  surface,  and  from  their  fancied  te^ 
semblance  to  the  cut  surface  of  a  piece  of  honey^comb,  the 
disease  has  received  the  name  of  favus. 

The  margins  of  the  large  crusts  rise  considerably  above  the 
level  of  the  cuticle ;  internally,  they  seem  as  though  half* 
buried  in  the  substance  of  the  cutis.  Carefully  detach  the 
cutis,  and  a  distinct  layer  of  epithelium  is  found  below  them; 
examine  the  surface  of  the  smaller  crusts,  and  yoa  will  find  m 
layer  of  epithelium  covering  them. 

The  hair,  at  an  early  period  of  the  disease,  can  be  pulled 
out  from  the  renter  of  each  little  enrst  with  great  facility. 
Subsequently  it  falls  off,  and  permanent  baldness  ensues. 

The  crusts,  then,  oninea  favosa,  are  remarkable  for  their 
thickness,  dryness,  brittleness,  and  depressed  center.  Tinem 
favosa  is  not  a  pustular  disease,  but  it  is  said,  by  those  who 
have  seen  much  of  it,  (it  is  a  rare  disease  in  London),  to  be 
often  consecutive  to  ecsema,  impetigo,  chronic  lichen,  and 
herpes  circinatus;  pustules  are  sometimes  formed  subsequent* 
ly  to  tinea  favosa,  in  consequence  of  the  inflammation  excked 
by  the  crusts,  and  the  injury  inflicted  on  the  scalp  by  scratch* 
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bat  tinea  favosa  was  contagious,  was  placed  beyond  doobi 
by  Remak.  He  bound  a  crust,  removed  from  a  patient  stifler- 
iag  from  this  disease,  on  to  his  own  arm;  after  a  few  days 
the  crust  and  bandage  came  off,  and  there  was  no  appearance 
of  any  effect  having  been  produced.  But  fourteen  days  after, 
he  felt  the  part  itch,  and  in  a  short  time  a  crust  of  tinea  jRivosa 
formed  on  the  spot. 

Tinea  favosa  is  said  to  occnrchiefly  in  the  scroflulous,  those 
mentally  weak,  and  those  in  bad  health. 
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Tinea  tonsurans  is  often  mistaken  for  herpes  circinatus  of 
the  scalp,  with  which  it  is  now  and  then  conjoined.  It  is 
characterized  by  pallor,  discolorization,  and  brittleness  of  the 
bairS)  and  the  presence  of  thin,  white,  powdery  scales  around 
the  base  of  the  hairs,  and  on  the  skin  between  them.  The 
diseased  hairs  have  been  likened  to  tow.  Their  brittleness  is 
sometimes  such  that  every  hair  on  the  aiSected  spot  is  broken 
off  just  above  the  surface  of  the  skin.  It  is  only  when  inflam« 
mation  arises,  in  consequence  of  neglect,  or  the  application  of 
topical  irritants,  that  crusts  are  formed  on  the  patches  of  tinea 
tonsurans. 

In  tinea  decalvans  the  hair  falls  out  rapidly  from  one  or 
more  circular  spots,  letlving  a  smooth,  baid  sutface.  There 
is  no  eruption  of  any  kind,  no  crusts,  no  scales. 

Tinea  sycosa  is  characterised  by  inflammation  of  the  hair 
follicles.  Sometimes  the  inflammation  leads  only  to  (he  efiu' 
sion  of  serosity,  and  the  exudation  of  lymph  around  and  into 
the  hair.  At  other  times, and  more  commonly,  pus  is  formed, 
and  then  when  the  pustule  breaks,  a  brownish  scab  is  formed 
on  the  surface.  The  usual  seat  of  tinea  sycosa  is  the  chin^ 
upper  lip  and  cheek.  Tinea  sycosa  rarel  v  occurs  on  the  scalp, 
and  does  not  spread  circularly;  so  far  as  I  know,  the  nan>e  of 
ringworm  has  never  been  applied  to  it. 

You  will  have  remarked,  then,  from  the  characters  of  the 
species  of  tinea  I  l^ve  mentioned,  that : 

Tinea  favosa  is  especially  characterized  by  its  crusts^ 

Tinea  tonsurans  is  especially  characterized  by  decolori^a* 
lion  and  brittleness  of  the  hair. 

Tinea  decalvans  is  especially  characterized  by  baldness  not 
preceded  or  accompanied  bv  an  eruption. 

Tinea  sycosa  is  especially  characterised  by  inflammation^ 
tenderness,  hardness,  and  suppuration  of  the  hair  follicles. 

I  told  you  that  these  diseases  are  arranged  together  in  one 
genus,  because  in  all  a  pirasitic  plant  is  develop  in  connect 
tion  with  the  hairs.  Now,  the  plant  present  is  different  for 
each  species  of  tinea;  and  the  situation  occupied  by  the  para« 
site  is  also  different  in  each  species  of  that  genus. 

In  tinea  favosa,  the  parasite  is  the  aehorion  SehonleiniL 
This  plant  has  myeeliumi  sporule-bearing  branches,  and  spo« 
rules.  The  sporules  are  round  or  oval,  and  their  diameter 
varies,  according  to  Oruby,  from  0.003  mm.  to  O.OI  mm. 

The  vegetable  growth  is  first  perceptible  between  the  layers 
of  the  epithelium,  just  ai  the  orifice  of  the  hair  follicle ;  U'om 
Ibis  point  it  may  spread  downward  between  the  hair  and  its 
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capsule,  and  upward  around   and  in  the  substance  even  of  the 
hair. 

In  tinea  tonsurans  the  parasite  is  the  trtcophyton  tonsurans. 
This  plant  is  composed  of  spores  only;  the  spores,  however, 
are  occasionally  somewhat  elongated,  and  arranged  in  a  linear 
series.  They  are  round  or  oval,  and  their  diameter  varies 
from  0.003  mm.  to  0.01  mm. 

The  primary  seat  of  the  trichophyton  tonsurans  is  the  root 
of  the  hair ;  subsequently,  it  extends  up  into  the  substance  of 
the  hair,  and  even  outward,  according  to  Bazin,  on  to  (he 
skin  between  the  hairs. 

In  tinea  decalvans  the  parasite  vegetable  \s  ihe  mierosporon 
AudouinL  This  plant  is  formed  of  branched  filaments,  on 
which  the  spores  are  developed.  The  spores  are  very  small; 
from  O.OOl  mm.  to  0.005  mm.  The  seat  of  the  growth  is  th« 
Outside,  of  the  hair;  it  forms  a  sort  of  sheath  around  the  bair^ 
from  the  surface  of  the  skin  upward,  from  1  mm.  to  3  mm. 
Gruby  first  described  this  plant,  and  its  relation  to  tinea  decaU 
vans,  and  Robin  says,  he  can  confirm  the  ticcuracy  of  Qniby^s 
description. 

In  tinea  sycosa  the  parasite  is  the  tnicrosporon  mtntagro* 
phytes.  It  is  also  composed  of  filaments  and  spores ;  but  the 
spores  are  larger,  and  the  filaments  broader,  than  those  of 
microsporon  Audouini. 

The  seat  of  the  growth  is  the  hair  follicle  between  the  hair 
and  the  capsule. 

t  hav^  told  you  the  names  I  would  have  you  employ  to 
signify  the  diseases  I  have  described  and  demonstrated  to  you; 
but  you  ought  also  to  know  the  names  employed  by  the  wri- 
ters on  skin  diseases  most  popular  in  this  country,  to  signify 
the  same  things* 

Tinea  favosa,  then  is  called  porrigo  favosa  by  Willan  and 
Bateman ;  favus  by  t)r.  A.  T.  Tomson,  Simon,  and  many 
Other  Writers. 

Tinea  tonsurans  is  called  porrigo  {Scutulata  by  Willan,  Hate- 
man,  and  Dr.  A.  T.  Tomson ;  herpes  tonsurans  by  Cazenave; 
and  trichinosis  furfuracea  by  Mr.  Wilson. 

Tinea  decalvans  is  calledf  porrigo  decalvans  by  Willan  and 
Bateman;  vitiligo  of  the  hairy  scalp,  by  Cazenave. 

Tinea  sycosa  is  called  mentagra  by  Willan  and  Bateman ; 
sycosis  by  Mr.  Wilson. 

As  to  the  etiological  relation  of  the  parasite  to  the  disease, 
it  appears  that  the  spores  of  the  vegetable  growth  require  for 
their  development  a  peculiar  nidus.     I  say  so,  because  all  per* 
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sons  who  mit  with  children  suffering  from  tinea  da  not  have 
the  disease.  But  if  a  soil  highly  favorable  to  their  growth 
exists,  then  a  spore  having  found  its  way  onto  that  soifdevel'* 
dpes  and  forms  other  spores,  and  so  the  parasite  spreads  over 
the  surface  of  the  individual  more  or  less  ramdlyi  according  to 
the  more  or  less  favorable  nature  of  the  soil. 

You  will  observe,  however,  that  theabnormity  of  tbesecre** 
tion  necessary  for  the  development  of  these  spores  is  not  ap^ 
preciable  by  our  senses,  nor  by  the  sensations  of  the  patienti 
for  Remak  did  not  know,  when  he  applied  the  favus  crust  to 
his  own  arm,  that  his  skin  was  not  in  all  respects  healthy^  nor 
was  ho  aware,  when  he  removed  the  crust,  tnat  the  secretions 
of  his  hair«folIicles  differed  from  those  of  the  most  healthy 
individual ;  and  it  was  not  till  a  fortnight  after^  that  he  was 
conscious  that  his  arm  Was  diseased.  This  experiment  of 
Remak^  then,  proves  that  a  secretion  in  which  these  parasites 
can  grow,  may  be  formed  by  the  hair-follicleS)  and  the  patient 
believe  himself  to  be  in  perfect  health,  not  only  generally,  but 
even  so  far  as  concerns  his  skin  |  and  that  it  is  only  when  the 
parasite  has  developed  in  the  secretion,  that  what  we  call  the 
disease  begins ;  then  it  is  that  the  growth  of  the  hair  is  impe** 
ded,  that  is  altered  in  color  and  in  intimate  structure,  that 
ultimately  the  hair  falls  out,  and  the  hair-^forming  appatatus 
is  so  far  damaged  by  the  foreign  body  that  it  fails  to  construct 
even  imperfect  hairs,  and  baldness  results. 

It  would  appear,  from  the  fact  of  a  large  number  of  children^ 
whose  scalps  are  supposed  to  be  healthy,  suffering  from  tinea 
tonsurans,  when  placed  in  situations  where  the  spores  of  mi" 
crophyton  tonsurans  are  floating  in  the  atmosphere,  that  many 
persons  whose  scalps  are  considered  healthy,  have  in  their 
nair-follicles  a  secretion  suited  to  be  the  nidus  of  this  plant. 

The  patient  suiering  from  tinea  comes  under  our  care  for 
the  perceptible  disease,  and  will  be  well  contented  if  we  can 
cure  him  of  that;  but  it  would  be  better  if  we  could  also  de* 
stroy  the  susceptibility  to  the  disease — if  we  could  bring  the 
hair-foliicles  into  a  state  in  which  they  no  longer  secrete  a 
nidus  in  which  the  plant  can  srow. 

Strumous  and  weakly  children^  especially  if  dirty  in  their 
persons,  are  more  frequently  than  others  the  subjects  of  tinea^ 
therefore,  it  has  been  inferred  that  struma,  debility,  and  dirt 
favor  the  formation  of  the  Fecretion  in  question.  In  the  treat- 
ment  of  tinea,  then,  we  strive  to  enforce  personal  cleanliness, 
to  strengthen  the  patient  and  improve  his  general  health,  and 
to  dt$tToy  the  parasite.    As  to  the  first  and  second  objects 
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they  are  to  be  effected  by  attention  to  hygienic  roles,  afalutiOfti 
air, exercise)  and  diet)  tonic  medicine^andcod-liver  oil  espe* 
cially,  are  in  some  cases  useful.  But  you  may  kill  the  pm* 
site  in  all  cases,  and  in  many  cases  cute  thedisease^  by  topical 
applications  alone.  Agents^  the  effect  of  which  is  to  destroy 
directly  the  parasite,  are  called  *^  parasiticides/'  Several 
agents  having  such  an  action  have  been  brought  befove  the 

f profession.  Some  physicians  use  a  solution  of  corrosive  sab* 
imate.  Acetate  of  copjper  has  been  also  employed)  but  these 
agents  are  not  sufficiently  powerful  parasiticides  for  the  small 
quantity  of  them  that  finds  its  Way  into  the  hair-follicles  to 
kill  the  growths  occupying  that  situation*  Therefore,  Baua^ 
who  is  one  of  the  great  advocates  of  their  employment,  with 
the  especial  object  in  view  of  killing  the  parasiieS)  and  noc 
modifying  the  secretion)  says^  that  it  is  essential  for  their  eft* 
cient  action  that  epilation  be  performed)  that  is,  that  the  haiia 
be  forcibly  removed  from  the  affected  parts.  He  says,  that 
only  two  or  three  hairs  should  be  taken  hold  of  bv  the  pincers 
at  the  same  moment )  and  that  if  this  rule  be  observed,  and 
diseased  hairs  alone  be  operated  on,  the  patient  sufiers  no  pwi 
from  what  seemS)  on  paper^  a  very  terrible  operation. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  the  employment  of  sulphunras 
acid)  as  a  parasiticide)  will  altogether  do  away  with  the  ne« 
cessiiy  of  epilation.  This  stfent  was  suggested  by  ProCesaoc 
Graham,  as  a  possible  remedy  for  choleia)  at  the  time  that 
disease  was  supposed  to  depend  upon  the  presence  of  ento« 
phytes  in  the  intestinal  canal.  It  was  first  employed  by  my^ 
self  to  check  fermentation)  and  to  destroy  the  sarciose  Goodurii 
and  torulie  cerevisse.  When  lecturing  on  this  sui^ect,  some 
time-sincC)  I  said:  "Considerable  benefit  may  be  anticipated 
from  the  employment  of  sulphurous  acid)  in  all  diseases  at* 
tended  with  the  development  of  parasitic  plants.  I  would 
especially  mention  porri^.** 

In  regard  to  porrigo  (tmea  favosa))  these  anticipations  have 
been  fully  reislised)  ana  the  results  of  a  single  case  make  it 
probable  that  the  beneficial  effects  of  this  parasticide  will  be 
equally  great  in  tinea  decalvans. 

I  may  mention,  toO)  that  in  some  forms  of  trush,  this  agent 
acts  most  rapidlj^,  one  application  of  a  solation  of  sulphite  of 
soda*  [Zi'  to  3j.  of  water),  sufficing  to  remove  the  disease 


*  Several  medical  men  have  lately  administered  the  hypo-aoJpbite  of 
iattead  of  sulphiie,  but  the  latter  ia  the  pfeferable  salt,  aod  for  tfce  icaMfl 
when  th^  hypo-aulphite  is  doconnposed  by  the  hydrochloric  acid  of  the  tt^tric 
juice»not  only  is  sulphurous  acid  liberated,  but  sulphur  is  pt«cipi|ated/»«  taW 
stance  that  it  is  often  undesirable  to  have  in  the  atomach. 


from  tke  mueouii  mcmbraiie  of  the  ntootli  in  twenty«fouf 
hours*  The  secretions  of  the  mouth  being  acid,  (?)  the  salt 
is  decomposed  and  sQlpharous  acid  is  set  free;,  in  this>  as  in 
all  other  cases,  the  snipbttrous  add  is  the  active  agent  in  the 
destruction  of  the  pstasite^ 

I  can  not  concli»de  without  expressing  my  confident  belief^ 
that  a  great  advance  was  made  in  pathology  when  the  vege* 
lable  nature  of  the  diseases  I  have  referred  to,  as  well  as  some 
lotbers,  was  demonstrated ;  and  my  equally  coRfklent  beli^ 
that  the  foundation  for  a  great  advance  in  theramutics  wae 
laid  when  Professor  Graham  ealled  attention  to  tne  power  of 
wiphurous  acid  to  destroy  ve^taUe  IHe^  and  explained  how 
It  ooutd  be  given  iaiemaliy  without  injury  to  the  patient,  f 

In$tfumtni  for  CanietizaiUn  ef  the  Larwnx.^^Vfe  find 
la  communication  from  Dr.  J.  O.  Adams,  of  New  Yorii,  now 
in  Paris,  in  the  pages  of  the  Gatette  Hebdomadaire,  of  that 
citvi  under  date  of  Jan.  27, 1864.  We  are  indebted  to  Dc4 
Adams  for  a  copy  of  the  Gazette,  and  present  our  readeia 
with  the  followmg  translation  of  the  article  alluded  to: 

*<Ms«  Boifoa^Tbrough  the  kind  introduction  of  M 
Robert,  I  had  the  honor  ofjpreseirting  to  the  Surgical  Society^ 
at  its  session  of  the  4th  December,  1M3,  a  specimen  of  a 
tri-brandied  sponge-holdeiv  the  exact  counterpart,  in  fotm^ 
t>f  those  in  MMral  use  at  present  in  New  i  ork,  With  the 
Editions  of  Jk.  Bot-k,  auigeon  of  the  New  York  City  Rosi' 
mtal,  and  the  further  improvements  of  M.  Gharriere,  Jr. 
Permit  me  to  say  a  few  words  respecting  the  historical  and 
practical  details  of  the  same.^ 

<*  It  has  been  a  disputed  questi#n^  to  wliom  the  merit  of 
Ihe  invention  of  this  instrument  is  to  be  awarded,  and  like* 
wise  to  whom  beloMs  the  priaritj  of  its  use  in  the  laryngeal 
cavity.  After  careful  and  coBscientieus  reeeareh,  I  find  that 
^e  first  idea  of  such  an  in^trament  was  conceived  1^  Dr. 
David  Green,  for  the  purpose  of  applying  a  sohition  of  nitrate 
t>f  silver  to  the  larynx,  pharynx,  and  cesophagus.  He  at  first 
made  nse  of  a  male  catheter,  to  which  a  piece  of  sponge  was 
fastened  by  a  threads  After  several  experinwnCs,  he  at  last 
adopted  a  whalebone  stem,  curved  to  the  segment  of  a  circle 
at  iu  extremity,  to  which  a  sponge  was  attached  with  strong 
twine  or  wins.    One  inconvenience  sitended  this  instrument! 

^  The  tolutiofi  of  lolplmraut  acid  which  I  «se,  it  mad«  by  passing  •  stream 
«r  the  f  aa  threogh  water,  until  the  Utter  ia  tatvrafcd.    Of  thia  aattirated  aolth 
tios,  two  ouoeea  may  ht  a4M  !•  six  «wic«  of  wtter,  t#  ttike  •  Idttsa 
VOb*  ZT-^lfi 
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the  twine  or  wire  became  worn  or  corroded  in  t  gfhorC  f(m^ 
and  consequently  the  posBibiltt^  that  the  sponge  might  become 
detached.  Should  such  a  thmg  occur  while  cauteriztoff  the 
larynx^  a  fatal  accident  would  te  the  consequence*  Besideiy 
it  was  necessary  to  have  a  great  number  of  instruments,  in 
order  to  avoid  usin^  the  same  sponge  for  different  patients. 
To  obviate  these  diflBcalties,  Dr.  Buck  attached  to  the  stem 
a  pair  of  silver  nippers,  provided  with  a  sliding  ring  which 
secured  the  sponge.  Recently,  having  had  occasion  to  ofder 
an  instrument  with  Dr.  B.'s  addition,  M.  Charriere,  Jr.,  sag'- 
ges*ed  that  it  would  add  to  the  utilitjr  and  perfection  of  the 
instrument  by  making  the  nippers  with  three  jaws ;  that  it 
would  hold  tbe  sponge  better,  and  preclude  the  possibility  of 
its  becoming  disengaged.  In  the  instrument  thus  constructed, 
one  of  the  laws  is  famished  with  a  stopping  peg,  over  which 
a  compressing  ring  passes,  by  the  aid  of  a  notch  (as  in  the 
bayonet).  When  the  ring  is  placed  over  the  rest,  it  is  made 
to  take  a  half  turn ;  it  can  not  then  possibly  fall  back,  and  the 
■ponge  is  secured  in  tbe  firmest  manner. 

**  As  regards  the  first  person  who  made  use  of  such  an  in. 
strument  for  applying  caustic  solutions  to  the  hnrnx.  Dr. 
Horace  Green,  of  New  York,  asserts,  in  tbe  introcraction  to 
his  work  on  Bronchitis,  that  in  1841,  two  yeara  previous  to 
the  publication  of  the  English  translation  of  the  worka  of 
MM.  Trousseau  and  Belloc,  he  was  accustomed  to  use  caa- 
terization  to  the  larynx;  but  the  practice  of  MM.  Tiosaeaa 
and  Belloc  was  known  lon^  prior  to  that  time  in  America, 
for  Prof.  J.  M.  Smith  mentions  it  in  his  lectures  delivered  at 
the  University  of  New  York,  in  1828. 

<<  The  possibility  of  intrbducing  the  sponge  into  the  larynx 
has  been  doubted  in  France.  I  have,  however,  thrice  proved 
its  feasibility  in  the  clearest  manner.  Dr.  Oreen  goes  much 
further,  and  affirms  he  had  penetrated  into  the  trachea  to  tit 
bifurcation^  and  that  with  comparative  ease.  It  is  my  doty 
to  repeat  the  assertion.'' — Boston  Med.  ff  Sury.  Journal. 

Descrifftion  of  Eight  Skulls  of  Flathead  Indians  from 
Columbia  River.  By  Carter  P.  Johksok,  M.  D.,  Profes- 
sor of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  Bicbmond,  Va. — In  the 
justly  celebrhted  <<  Crania  Americana''  of  Dr.  £hmnel  George 
Morton,  there  are  described  the  measurements  of  eight  sknfis 
of  the  Flathead  tribes  of  Columbia  river.  In  the  eighth 
section  of  the  second  part  of  '*  Schoolcraft's  bistoiy^  coodt* 
lion,  and  prospect  of  the  Indian  tribes  of  the  United  Stalts^^ 
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upon  the  <*  Physical  type  of  the  American  Indians/'  also 
written  by  Dr.  Morton  (the  last  labor  of  his  life),  seven  addi- 
tional skulls  of  these  tribes  are  described*  These  fifteen 
ekulls  are  all  of  which  I  have  seen  any  accurate  measurements, 
though  others  may  have  been  published  in  papers  to  which  I 
have  not  had  access.  Anything  which  may  add  to  the  slender 
stock  of  accurate  statistical  information  which  we  possess 
with  regard  to  these  tribes,  will  t^  interesting  to  ths  public, 
and  particularly  to  the  medical  men  of  America. 

The  skulls  which  I  propose  to  describe  were  sent  to  me 
some  time  since  by  Dr.  Charles  H.  Smith,  U.  S.  A.,  and 
were  taken  by  him  from  an  Indian  mound  on  the  banks  of 
the  Columbia  river  in  Oregon.  Of  the  exact  location  of  the 
mound  he  has  not  informed  me,  and  I  am  therefore  not  able 
to  state  to  which  of  the  many  Indian  tribes  inhabiting  the 
banks  of  the  Columbia  river  these  skulls  belonged. 

The  skulls  are  all  in  a  good  state  of  preservation^  with  one 
exception,  they  are  all  adult  skulls,  none,  however,  presenting 
indications  of  great  age.     They  may  therefore  be  taken  as 

S>od  types  of  the  class  to  which  they  belong*  The  specimen 
o.  6  in  the  catalogue  (vid.  table),  is  not  fully  developed. 
The  posterior  molar  teeth  have  not  made  their  appearance 
at  all,  and  one  of  the  second  molars  has  but  just  presented 
itself  beyond  the  margin  of  the  alveolar  process ;  the  remain- 
ing three  second  molars  are  fully  out.  In  giving  the  mean 
of  the  measurements  of  these  skulls  thia  one  will  be  omitted. 
The  appearance  of  these  skulls  is  very  singular,  and  witti 
oar  idea  of  physical  beauty,  we  find  it  difficult  to  credit  the 
statement  that  such  a  conformation  is  actually  regarded  as  a 
mark  of  beauty  by  those  tribes  among  whom  it  is  found,  and 
that  it  is  so  highly  valued  that  their  slaves,  who  are  for  the 
most  part  derived  from  the  adjacent  tribes,  are  not  allowed  to 
imitate  it.  The  most  prominent  deviations  from  the  usual 
conformation  of  the  skull,  are  the  great  flattening  of  the  frontal 
and  occipital  bones,  and  the  consequent  diminution  of  the 
antero-posterior  diameter  and  the  increase  of  the  lateral  diame* 
ter  of  the  skull.  The  vertex  is  pushed  backward,  and  the 
vertical  diameter  diminished.  The  basal  aspect  of  the  skull 
is  very  much  altered;  the  face,  retaining  its  usual  width, 
seems  very  much  disproportioned  to  the  cranium,  the  lateral 
enlargement  of  whicn  is  here  strikingly  seen.  These  alte- 
rations exist  of  course  in  different  degree.^,  in  different  speci- 
mens, according  to  the  degree  and  the  duration  of  the  com- 
pressing force  employed,  as  will  be  evident  from  an  exami- 
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nation  of  the  table  of  measorements.  Owing  to  the  diffimky 
of  applying  the  compressing  force  uniformly,  I  presume*  very 
great  distortion  is  sometimes  produced.  All  of  the  skulls  in 
my  possession  are  strikingly  non*8ymmetrical,  but  two  of 
them,  Nos.  6  and  7  of  the  catalogue,  are  particularly  distorted, 
and  in  both  the  flattening  has  been  produced  principally  upon 
the  left  side,  leaving  the  capacity  of  the  right  side  of  the 
cranium  very  much  the  greater.  In  two  of  the  eight  skulls 
which  I  have,  the  frontal  suture  remains  entirely  perfect  from 
the  sagittal  to  the  fronto-nasal  suture.  Can  this  be  in  any 
manner  the  result  of  the  compression  of  the  frontal  bones? 
In  seven  of  the  eight,  *'ossa  wormiana"  are  found,  some  of 
them  very  large. 

According  to  Dr.  Morton,*  this  custom  of  flatteninc  the 
bead  obtains  among  many  tribes,  among  which  are  the  Klic- 
katats,  Kalapooyahs,  and  Multnomahs  of  the  Wallaroet  river 
and  its  vicinity;  and  the  Chinouks,  Clatsaps,  Klatstonis, 
Cowalitsks,  Katblamets*  Killemoohs  and  Chelakis  of  tbs 
lower  Columbia  and  its  vicinity.  It  may  not  be  unioterestiiiff 
to  state  the  mode  in  which  this  curious  deformity  is  produced 
by  these  numerous  tribes.  It  will  enable  us  to  appreciate 
their  moral  sensibilities  to  some  extent. 

^*  The  mode  by  which  the  flattening  is  effected,"  says  Mr« 
Townsend,  **  varies  considerably  with  the  different  tril>ea. 
The  Watlamet  Indians  place  the  infant,  soon  after  birth,  upoa 
a  board,  to  the  edges  of  which  are  attached  little  loops  of 
hempen  cord  or  leather,  and  other  similar  cords  are  passed  io 
front  and  back,  in  a  zigzag  manner^  through  these  loops, 
inclosins  the  child  and  binding  it  firmly  down.  To  the 
upper  edge  of  this  board,  in  which  is  a  depression  to  receive 
the  back  part  of  the  bead,  another  smaller  one  is  attached  by 
hinges  of  leather,  and  made  to  lie  obliquely  upon  the  fore- 
head ;  the  force  of  the  pressure  being  regulated  by  several 
strings  attached  to  its  edge,  which  are  passed  through  holee 
in  the  board  upon  whicn  the  infant  is  lying,  and  secured 
there.'*  f 

*<  The  mode  of  the  Chinouks,  and  others  near  the  sea,diflfers 
widely  from  that  of  the  upper  Indians,  and  appean  somewhat 
less  barbarous  and  cruel }  a  sort  of  cradle  is  formed  by  exca. 
vating  a  pine  log  to  the  depth  of  eight  or  ten  inches.  The 
child  is  placed  in  it  on  a  bed  of  little  grass  mats,  and  bound 
down  in  the  manner  above  described.     A  little  box  of  tightly 


•  Crania  Americana,  p.  203. 

tTowifiBiVD,  Joarney  <•  the  Colombia  Rlfror»  p.  Xlfk 
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plailed  or  woven  grass  is  then  applied  to  the  forehead,  and 
secured  by  a  cord  to  the  loops  at  tne  side.  The  infant  is  thus 
suffered  to  remain  from  four  to  eight  .months,  or  until  the 
sutures  of  the  skull  have  in  some  measure  united,  and  the 
bone  become  solid  and  firm.  It  is  seldom  or  never  taken 
from  the  cradle,  except  in  case  of  severe  illness,  until  the 
flattening  process  is  completed." 

.  It  is  not  wonderful  tnat  the  result  of  this  process,  to  which 
these  unfortunate  babies  are  subjected,  is  "  oden  ulceration  of 
the  scalp  and  perhaps,  not  unfrequentljr,  death  itself."  Three 
of  the  skulls  in  ihy  possession  present  distinct  evidences  of 
ulceration  of  the  frontal  bones  themselves,  and  one  of  them, 
the  youngest,  presents  upon  the  frontal  bone  and  the  adjacent 
part  of  the  parietals,  that  honeycomb  a|>pearance  so  familiar 
to  the  pathologist  as  the  result  of  syphilitic  disease. —  Western 
Journal, 
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THB   FAULTS   OF   MEDICAL   XOUCATIOIT. 

On  several  ocasions  we  have  presented  to  our  readers,  re- 
flections on  the  defects  of  medical  educatian,  and  some  of  the 
means  best  adapted  to  the  improvement  of  the  profession ; 
and  although  the  subject,  in  all  its  varied  relations,  has  been 
repeatedly  and  amply  discussed  by  medical  journals,  still, 
there  are  many  questions  which  remain  unsolved,  and  diffi- 
culties unchanged.  We  have  no  intention,  at  this  moment, 
of  entering  into  a  general  discussion  of  the  various  mooted 
questions  involved  in  the  subject  of  medical  education,  but 
rather  to  introduce  one  or  two  suggestions  for  the  reflection 
of  our  readers. 

There  is  not  much  diflTerence  in  the  general  course  pursued 
by  the  medical  schools  of  the  United  States — all  require 
nearly  the  same  proficiency  in  the  elementary  studies,  prior 
to  graduation;  and,  although  it  must  be  admitted  that  there 
are  superior  facilities  in  some  for  anatomical  and  clinical  in- 
•truction,  and  that  some  teachers  excel  others  in  their  ability 
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to  impart  instruction,  stiti,  the  great  mass  of  gradoales  msj 
fairly  be  regarded  as  being  on  a  par  when  they  come  fresh 
from  the  graduating  classes.  But,  by  tracing  these  same 
persons  through  the  various  stages  of  professional  life,  it  will 
be  perceived  that  the  equality  which  at  first  existed,  is 
speedily  'lost,  and  the  comrades  at  once  part  company* 
Some  remain  at  the  lowest  point  of  professional  acquire- 
ments and  prominence ;  others  rise  a  little  in  the  scale  of  ex* 
cellence,  but  still  occupy  a  position  of  "  sad  mediocrity ;  ^ 
while  the  remaining  portion  (and  usually  the  smallest)  acquire 
positive  eminence.  Of  this  latter  class,  some  become  emi* 
nent  as  practitioners  of  some  one  or  more  departmenta; 
others  acquire  reputation  as  writers,  and  another  class  render 
important  services  as  teachers. 

Now,  the  special  question  recurs,  why  this  difference? 
Some  will  ascribe  it  to  differences  in  mental  endowment,  and 
others  may   regard  the    result  as    mainly   fortuitous;  and 
although  both  of  these  classes  of  causes  must  necessarily  ex* 
ercise  an  influence  over  a  certain  portion  of  examples,  yet 
there  is  another  cause  more  general  and  potent  in  its  effects. 
We  refer  to  industry  and  perseverance  in  the  aequisiiion  of 
knowledge.     No  man  can  acquire  positive  eminence  in  the 
profession  without  the  utmost  perseverance  and  economy  of 
time ;  for  although  much  notoriety  may  be  attained  as  the 
result  of  accidental  good  fortune,  or  the  display  of  brilliant 
talents,  yet  in  a  large  proportion  of  instances,  positive  emi- 
nence, either  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  or  as  writers  or 
teachers,  results  more  from  industry  and  perseverance,  than 
any  other  cause. 

The  special  fault  which  we  had  in  view  when  commencing 
these  remarks,  consists  of  a  want  of  general,  comprehensive 
and  careful  reading.  Our  profession  abounds  in  numerous 
and  valuable  books,  which  contain  the  treasures  of  knowledge 
flowing  from  the  arduous  labors  of  many  generations,  and 
yet  it  is  strange  beyond  comprehension,  that  the  devotee  of 
our  art  and  science  can  rest  satisfied  until  he  has  fully  explored 
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eveiy  avaiiable  jounce  of  knowledge.  Many  wi1l|  perhaps 
be  ready  to  believe  that  they  have  fully  availed  themselves  of 
nil  means  of  information  within  their  readh,  and,  therefore, 
are  above  criticism.  But  let  such  persons  commence  a 
thorough  investigiilton  of  (he  most  common  subject-^Ietf  hem 
collect  the  works  of  standard  authors  who  have  written  on  the 
subject,  and  study  them  thoroughly  and  completely,  and  our 
word  for  it,  they  will  be  as  much  surprised  as  interested,  in 
the  large  amount  of  new  information  which  will  be  de- 
veloped. Many  physicians,  we  are  fully  persuaded,  live  in 
continued  ignorance  of  the  most  important  and  necessary 
knowledge  which  lies  immediately  within  their  reach,  and 
which  requires  nothing  mere  than  the  necessary  industry  to 
cull  it  from  the  numerous  boodLs  which  they  might  readily 
oommand. 

The  idea  which  we  wish  to  convey  in  this  connection,  will 
be  fully  conveyed  by  the  terms  aeeuraie  and  comprehensive 
reading.  It  will  not  be  suflScient  to  read  a  single  work,  nor 
to  read  a  half-a-dozen  earc/esf/y,  but  the  whole  subject  should 
be  most  accurately  and  minutely  studied,  and  the  different 
opinions  or  facts  only  comprehended.  It  is  in  this -way  that 
manograpks  become  so  important.  A  writer  who  is  at  all 
competent  to  the  taskj  presents  in  a  single  volume  and  small 
spaoe,  all  that  is  known  on  a  popular  subject-^in  other  words 
a  monograph  becomes  4he  mirror  which  reflects  the  whole 
sulgect.  And  in  the  same  way  any  person  of  oidinsfry  oonw 
prehension  may  work  out  a  monograph  for  ^himself,  and  thus 
become  possessed  of  all  the  Jinowledge  which  pertains  to  a 
paiticular  subject. 

It  is  not  sufficient  that  the  student,  in  liis  private  and  col- 
legiate course,  should  read  and  study  the  ^<  text  books,'^  but, 
io  after  life,  when  entering  upon  practical  duties,  the  founda- 
tion which  has  been  laid,  must  become  the  basis  of  a  noble 
siqperstructttre,  far  more  comprehensive  than  the  original  de- 
sign. Those,  however,  who  remain  satisfied  with  the  meager 
«esuksx>f  primary  knowledge,  must  expect  to  occupy  a  '*jad 
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mediocrity/'  or  even  a. lower  positioo  tbaa  we  before 
lioned ;  aod  while  the  annals  of  the  adenee  abouad  id  sKer* 
liBg  knowledge,  they  live  on  in  elothful  igoorance,  oomiadriil 
of  the  noble  troths  which  lie  withio  their  gra^ 

We  are  not  Utopian  on  this  subject.  It  is  not  ei^ectod 
that  every  one  sIkhiU  become  critically  aecurate  itt  th* 
whole  range  of  medical  liCeratiire ;  indeed,  the  busy  practi* 
tioner  could  not  accompKsh  so  much,  and  must  be  coatenl  to 
leave  those  iiKH'e  intricate  and  flowery  parts  to  the  teacher; 
but  what  we  insist  on,  and  the  profession  and  world  have  a 
right  to  den^and,  is,  that  those  who  assume  the  duties  of  the 
practice  of  medicine,  should  acquaint  themselves  with  al! 
the  leading  facts  and  principles  which  make  np  the  acience, 
and  th^t  by  contintted  diligence  and  unwearied  perseverance^ 
they  should  neglect  no  new  truth,  nor  fail  to  comprehenil 
every  ray  of  tight  shed  on  the  subject. 

This  constitutes  the  truly  enKg^ted  practioner  of  mediciiie^ 
and  embraces  that  claas  who  attaao  positive  emtinence* 

KKWS    09   THS   iSOimt* 

Exsedion  of  ihi  l7/n«.-^Profes8or  Camochan  reports  ft 
ease,  in  the  Americaa  Medical  Monthly  Journal,  from  whicb 
he  remoTed  the  entire  ulna,  without  wounding  any  of  tha 
arteries  or  nerves  of  the  arm,  and  without  materially  injoring 
die  movements  of  the  elbow  joint.  A  diseased  cooditioo  of 
die  bone  had  existed  for  a  long  time,  which  not  only  destroyed 
the  useftilness  of  the  limb,  but  serieosly  prostrated  the  consti* 
fcutional  health  of  the  patient,  by  causing  constant  painful  iim 
tation  of  the  soft  parts  and  loss  of  sleep.  After  the  operatiaD 
the  wound  healed  kindly,  and  in  a  short  time  the  recovery  was 
complete.  What  is  most  eurprismg,  the  integrity  and  nsafiil- 
aess  of  the  arm  and  hand  are  but  little  impaired* 

This  we  note  as  another  triumph  of  Amerioan  surgeiy,  foe 
which  Dr,  C.  deserves  much  praise. 

Professor  Clark  sUted  in  the  Pathological  Society  of  New 
York,  that  he  had  met  with  animalcule  on  the  mucus  mem* 
braae  of  the  tongue  and  lips  of  a  patient  lying  in  a  low 
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of  malignant  disease.  His  attention  was  first  called  to  a  white 
<'far''  of  %  mossy  appearance,  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch 
thick,  which  was  easily  remov^,  and  when  placed  under  the 
microscope  was  found  to  consist  of  epethelial  scales,  vibrione, 
and  an  abundant  regetable  growtti. 

The  New  York  Medical  Gasette  <<  pitches  into^  Dr.  Van 
Buren,  the  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of  that 
city,  in  this  heroic  manner :  **Dr,  Darling  resigns  the  place 
be  had  long  held  under  the  lamented  Pattison,  as  Demonstra- 
tor  of  Anatomy,  leaving  Dr.  Van  Buren  to  select  his  succes- 
sor. If,  however,  he  intends,  as  last  year,  only  to  lecture  on 
the  bones,  ligaments,  and  mmdesi  during  the  whole  term,  and 
wholly  omit  teaching  the  blood  veistU^  nervts^  organs  of 
MAse,  &c.,  &iC.9  to  the  small  class  paying  bim  to  teach  them 
anatomy!  he  might  possibly  manage  to  get  through  without 
sny  Demonstrator,  having  himself  learned  as  much  last  year. 
Such  a  course,  however,  is  a  carricature  upon  the  teaching  of 
his  predecessor/' 

The  BufBilo  Journal  also  makes  a  plunge  at  the  University  of 
Michigan,  but  meets  a  rebounding  but  from  Dr.  Anc^rews,  of 
the  Peninsular  Journal,  with  his  ^^BuUhtad^  first  in  the  de- 
fense.    Gentlemen,  keep  cool,  or  we  shall  have  to  prescribe 
a  wet  sheet  to  allay  your  fever. 

Atail  what  evils  oft  environ 

Tht  BUD  that  iDcddlea  witb  eoM  iron. 

There  ia  some  consolation  to  os  in  this  meridian,  however, 
in  noticing  these  periodical  thrusts.  We  find  that  Cincinnati 
is  not  the  only  place  that  is  curted  with  professional  feuds. 

The  camphor  tree (eompAora  offieinarum)  has  recently  been 
introduced  into  Louisiana.  Tbe  experiment,  so  far,  promises 
k)  succeed  well. 

na.    MABSHALL  HALL. 

We  learn  from  the  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal  that  this  distinguished  Physiologist  made  some  expe- 
riments, in  that  city,  on  living  alligators,  to  illustrate  his  pe- 
culiar physiological  views  of  the  nervous   system.     Tbe 
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physicians  of  (he  city  gave  him  a  splendid  dinner  at  the  St. 
Charles  Hotel  on  the  18th  of  January,  and  on  the  23d  be  left 
for  Havana. 

Dr.  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  has  been  elected  Mayor  of  that  city. 

Dr.  E.  D.  Fenner  retires  from  the  editorship  of  the  New 
Orleans  Medical  atid  Surgical  Journal,  and  Dr.  Bennet  Dow* 
ler  takes  his  place,  giving  his  salutatory  address  in  the  March 
number*  His  address  is  well  written,  spirited,  and  filled  with 
true  sentiment  and  a  just  appreciation  of  professional  dignitj, 
giving  us  the  highest  opinion  of  his  editorial  ability.  We 
cordially  indorse  the  sentiment  of  the  following  remarks, 
taken  from  his  address:  'The  science  of  medicine,  aflSlliated 
as  it  is  with  many  collateral  sciences,  afibrds  ample  scope  to 
its  cultivators,  without  Ifie  necessity  of  descending  to  attack 
quacks,  cliques,  and  mercenary  practitioners,  who  sacrifice 
truth,  honesty,  and  science,  without  the  least  scruple,  for  the 
love  of  money,  or  a  love  of  that  species  of  notoriety  which  it 
ephemeral  even  for  its  purpose  but  lasting  for  its  moral  degra- 
dation.'^ 

TRANSYLVANIA    UNIVEBSITT. 

Dr.  Saituel  Annan,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice 
of  Medicine  in  the  above  Institution,  has  resigned  his  place, 
and  received  the  appointment  of  physician  to  the  new  Lunatic 
Asylum  located  at  Hopkinsville,  Ky.  Dr.  Annan  is  fully 
competent  to  discharge  the  duties  ot  his  new  position,  and  we 
most  heartily  wish  him  success.  His  learning  and  ability  can 
not  fail  to  render  his  services  of  great  value  in  this  particular 
Geld  of  labor. 

The  Chair  of  Practice,  rendered  vacant  by  the  resignatioa 
of  Dr.  Annan,  has  been  supplied  by  the  appointment  of  Dr« 
W.  S.  Chipley,  of  Lexington.  Dr.  Chipley  is  one  of  the 
most  able  and  prominent  physicians  of  Kentucky,  and  we  have 
no  doubt  his  success  will  more  than  meet  the  expectations  of 
the  friends  of  the  Institution.  No  appointment  could  have 
been  more  judicious. 
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Pverptral  Convulsions.  By  M.  ChaillyHonore. — la 
a  letter  addressed  to  P  Union  Mtdicalt,  M.  Chailljr  says  that 
.out  of  nineteen  cases  of  eclampsia  which  he  has  encountered, 
be  has  lost  only  a  single  patient,  and  that  in  her  case  the  in- 
tervention of  art  was  differed  by  circumstances  beyond  the 
control  of  the  accoucheur.  He  attributes  these  fortunate  re- 
sults to  the  observance  of  ihe  following  precepts.  He  advises^ 
if  the  convulsions  occur  before  labor,  the  induction  of  prema- 
ture delivery,  an  operation  which  he  considers  altogether  safe. 
During  labor  the  ovum  should  be  gotten  rid  of,  by  means  of 
artificial  dilatations  of  the  os,  incisions  being  employed,  inas- 
much as  the^  are  much  less  dangerous  than  the  convulsions. 
Lastly,  version  or  delivery  by  the  forceps  must  be  effected  \ 
operations  which  are  inoffensive  as  far  as  the  mother  is  con- 
cerned, and  which  can  not  be  compared  to  the  dangers  atten- 
dant upon  eclampsia. 

It  may  be  objected,  it  is  true,  that  the  expulsion  or  extrac- 
tion of  the  ovum  does  not  necessarily  put  a  stop  to  the  convul- 
sions. This  is  true«  and  the  author  cites  three  instances  of  it 
from  his  own  practice ;  but  these  three  women  recovered, 
notwithstanding,  and  their  children  lived.  Moreover,  as 
gestation  and  the  puerperal  state  are  the  primary  cause  of 
eclampsia,  it  is  rational  to  admit  that  by  removing  these  con- 
ditions the  eclampsia  will  be  checked,  if  not  immediately,  at 
least  in  a  much  snorter  time  than  if  no  interference  was  ex- 
ercised. 

There  is  one  point  in  prophylaxis  upon  which  M.  Ohailly 
claims  to  have  nrst  called  attention. 

Whatever,  he  says,  may  be  the'  predisposing  causes  of 
puerperal  convulsions,  albuminuria,  anasarca,  etc.,ect.,  it  often 
fortunately  happens  that  convulsions  do  not  occur  when  the 
labor  is  rapid,  easy,  and  painless ;  whereas,  if  the  labor  is 
tedious  and  prolonged,  especially  if  the  womb  has  serious 
obstacles  to  surmount,  the  attack  of  convulsions  will  frequently 
supervene,  as  soon  as  the  pains  become  violent. 

Lessen  the  pain,  render  it  supportable,  and  you  will  very 
probably  avoia  the  convulsions. 

It  is  in  such  cases  that  anesthetic  agents,  which  M.  Chailly 
never  employs  in  natural  labor,  may  be  of  signal  service. 
This  practice,  which  he  considers  perfectly  rational  in 
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in  which  a  predisposition  to  eclampsia  exists,  should  be  the 
rule  of  conduct  of  the  accoucheur  in  all  cases  in  which  the 
contractile  f^^ins  become  insupportable,  even  where  no  pre- 
disposition is  preser  t ;  for  M.  (Jhailly  has  witnessed  cases  of 
puerperal  convulsions  in  which  albuminuria  could  not  be 
suspected,  and  in  which  it  was  only  discovered  after  the  on- 
fortunate  event. 

Fistula  in  Ano^  treated  hy  Iodine  Injections.  By  M. 
BoiNET.-*— At  the  meeting  of  the  Institute,  of  August  Isl,  M* 
Boinet  resd  a  memoir  designed  to  demonstrate  the  efficacy  of 
injections  of  iodine  in  the  radical  cure  of  fistnlae  in  ano,  what- 
ever their  form,  extent,  or  complications.  Seven  cases  at* 
detailed,  which  offer  examples  of  almost  every  variety  of  fis* 
tulae :  complete,  blind  or  incomplete  fistuliBydeepfistule,  with 
loss  of  substance  of  the  intestme,  and  fistulse  in  tabercolooi 
subjects.  These  observations  tend  to  prove  that  iodine  injec- 
tions may  be  advantageously  employee!  in  all  cases  of  fistola, 
but  especially  in  those  in  which  the  method  by  iDcision  is 
dangerous  or  ineffectual ;  such,  for  example,  as  extend  deeply, 
or  occur  in  phthisicial  patients,  or  depend  upon  some  alteration 
of  the  ischium,  the  coccyx,  or  the  sacrum. 

The  advantages  of  iodine  injections  over  the  ordinary  method, 
consist  in  obtaining  a  cure  more  easily  and  in  a  shorter  tiaae, 
in  avoiding  pain  and  the  danger  of  hiemorrfaage,  and  in  per* 
mitting  the  patients  to  continue  at  their  usual  avocations. 
The  following  are  the  conclusions  of  the  memoir: 
1.  Iodine  injections  properly  administered,  can  core  rmdi* 
cally  all  cases  of  fistula,  whether  complete  or  incomplete,  sim- 
ple or  complicated. 

^  2.  They  cure  them  more  promptly  than  the  method  by  in- 
cision commonly  employed,  and  with  less  danger. 

3.  They  produce  no  p^in,  and  are  easily  practiced. 

4.  They  permit  patients  to  follow  their  occupations,  and 
relieve  them  from  daily  painful  dressings. 

6.  Thej^  are  applicable  to  all  cases,  and  especially  to  those 
in  which  incision  or  excision  are  dangerous  or  impossible. 

6.  They  do  no  harm  e\'en  if  they  are  inefibctnal,  and  do  not 
prevent  the  subsequent  use  of  the  knife.  It  is,  therefore,  f«* 
tional  to  employ  tnem  before  bavins  recourse  to  a  cutting  in- 
strument.— Gazette  des  Hopitaux,  No.  92. 

Putrid  Gas  in  the  Veins. — M.  Maisonneuve  has  recently 
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laid  cUim»  before  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  to  having  dis- 
covered the  fact  that  in  cases  of  violent  gangrene,  gangrene 
foudroyaniey  a  putrid  gas  is  developed  in  the  veins,  capable 
of  determining  instantaneoua  and  fatal  intoxication.  This 
accident  takes  place  ordinarily  as  the  result  of  fractures  com<» 
plicated  with  nesh  wounds*  M*  Maisonneuve  observed  it  for 
the  first  time  in  1861.  Since  then  he  has  had  several  oppor« 
tunities  of  demonstrating  the  truth  of  his  discovery.  Putrid 
gas  has  been  detected  flowing  in  the  veins  between  the  gau* 

irrenous  part  and  the  heart,  and  death  almost  inunediately 
ollows  this  event.  Four  months  ago,  M*  Maisonneuve  thought 
he  detected)  one  morning  on  removing  the  bandd^es  from 
above  and  about  a  gangrened  limb,  the  symptoms  of  intoxica^ 
tion  from  putrid  ffas  coming  on  {  he  cut  into  a  vein  at  the  bend 
of  the  elbow,  and  some  spumous  blood  jetted  out)  instantlyi 
with  the  instrument  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  he  commenced 
the  amputation  of  the  arm,  while  he  sent  his  assistants  on  the 
run  in  every  direction  for  the  instruments  and  appliances  me* 
eessary  to  complete  the  operation.    Re  saved  the  life  of  his 

Ctient  \  and  he  believesi  without  the  operation,  be  would 
ve  been  dead  in  a  few  minutes.  Messrs.  Malgaigne  and 
Chassaiffnac  have  already  claimed  priority  in  the  discovery } 
but  M.  Maisonneuve  showsf  by  their  writings  on  the  subject 
of  gangrene  fotidroyanttf  that  the  first  ger.tleman  speaks  only 
of  cellular  enphysema  as  the  result  ot  traumatic  gangrene^ 
while  the  other  speaks  of  death  in  these  cases  being  '^explained 
by  the  sudden  decomposition  of  the  blood.^'  But  of  the  ue^ 
ture  of  that  decomposition  he  says  nothing.  M.  Maisonneuve 
therefore  repeats  tne  proposition  on  which  he  claims  priorityi 
in  these  worda :  '^  The  discovery  consists  in  this,  that  in  a 
certain  form  of  gangrene,  well  known  to  surgeons,  and  which 
I  designate  under  the  name  ot  gangrene  foudroffanU  (gangrene 
terrible),  putrid  gases  develop  themselves  spontaneously  in  the 
veins,  and  circulate  with  the  blood  during  the  life  of  the  pa** 
tient."  M.  Maisonneuve's  researches  have  placed  the  truth 
of  the  existence  of  this  fact  beyond  all  doubt ;  I  have  seen  him 
once  myself  demonstrate  the  tact  in  his  wards,  to  the  satisfac« 
tion  oi  all  present.  That  this  putrid  gai  once  developed  in 
the  veins  will  produce  speedy  death,  is  obvious  enough,  and 
explainsrationally  why  death  in  these  cases  is  so  often  8ud« 
den« 

Tindure  of  Maetie  as  a  HamostoHc. — It  is  stated  in  a  re* 
eent  number  of  Sehmidi^s  Jarbueherf  that  Dr.  Frank!  hat 
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found  the  tincture  of  mastic  an  excellent  haamostatic.  R€ 
employs  it  in  epistaxis,  and  in  troublesome  bleeding  from 
leecb'bites.  It  Is  applied  to  the  points  whence  the  blood  is- 
sues, by  means  of  a  camet's-hair  pencil.  Tener,  a  dentist  of 
Vienna, is  also  reported  to  have  used  it  successfully  in  hemor- 
rhage folh)wing  extraction  of  teeth. 

On  the  Medicinal  Properties  of  the  Coffea  Arabiea.  By 
W.  Hamilton,  M.  B. — It  is  an  important  fact  in  vegetable 
physiology,  which  becomes  every  day  more  fully  developed, 
that  the  active  properties  of  the  fruit  are  frequently,  if  not 
universally  diffused  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  throogboot  the 
leaves,  bark,  and  other  parts  of  the  plant ;  thus  the  leaf  of 
the  Vitis  vinifera  has  been  long  known  to  possess  the  same 
property  of  yielding  wine  by  proper  manipulation  as  the 
oerry ;  and  a  similar  property  is  now  ascertained  to  reside  in 
the  leaf  of  the  coffee  shrub,  which,  by  due  torrefaction,  as 
has  been  recently  shown  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal^  is 
capable  of  yielding  a  beverage  equal  in  all  its  sensibie  qoalU 
ties  to  that  obtained  from  (he  torrid  berries*  But  the  im* 
portance  of  this  discovery  may  not  be  confined  to  the  econo* 
mical,  but  may  also  be  found  to  extend  to  the  medicinal  pro- 
perties of  conee,  which,  becoming  reduced  in  price  by  this 
important  discovery,  may  possibly  come  more  exlenrively 
into  use. 

Calculous  complaints  are  among  the  most  frequent  and 
perhaps  the  most  painful  maladies  of  our  island,  and  are  not 
uncommonly  connected  with  gout  and  rheumatism  ;  bat  it  is 
not  generally  known  that  the  free  use  of  strong  coflee,  im« 
adulterated  with  chicorp,  or  any  of  those  other  substances 
with  which  it  has  been  too  much  the  practice  of  dishonest 
dealers  to  deteriorate  the  genuine  article,  is  almost  a  specific 
for  these  painful  afflictions. 

It  has  been  discovered  by  Dr.  Mosley,  in  his  *<  Treatise 
on  Coffee,"  that  "  the  great  use  of  coflTee  in  France  is  sop- 
posed  to  have  abated  tne  prevalence  of  the  graveL  In  the 
French  colonies,  where  coffee  is  more  used  than  in  the  Eng- 
lish, as  well  as  in  Turkey,  where  it  is  the  principal  beverage^ 
not  only  the  gravel  but  the  gout,  those  tormentors  of  so  many 
of  the  human  race,  are  scarcely  known.  Du  Four  relates, 
as  an  extraordinary  instance  of  the  effects  of  coffee  in  goot, 
the  case  of  M.  Deverau.  He  says  this  gentleman  was  at* 
tacked  with  gout  at  twenty-five  years  ot  age,  and  had  it 
severely  till  he  was  upward  of  fifty^  with  chalk  stones  in  the 
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joints  of  his  hands  and  feet :  but  for  four  years  preceding  the 
account  of  his  case  being  given  to  Du  ^our  to  lay  before  the 
public,  he  had  been  recommended  the  use  of  cofiee,  which 
ne  adopted,  and  had  no  return  of  the  gout  afterward." 

But  its  efficacy  is  not  confined  to  the  cure  or  mitigation  of 
these  maladies.  Sir  J.  Floyer,  who  had  suffered  under  astb- 
ma  for  more  than  sixty  years  without  finding  relief  from  any 
of  the  numerous  remedies  he  tried,  was  at  length  cured, 
when  above  eighty  years  of  age,  by  the  free  use  of  coffee. 
Other  instances  of  the  efficacy  of  coffee  might  be  adduced, 
but  enough  perhaps,  has  been  already  stated  to  induce  those 
who  Inbor  under  these  maladies  to  make  a  trial  of  its  efficacy, 
and  convince  ibe  dealers  in  the  article  of  the  inhumanity,  no 
less  than  the  dishonesty  of  imposing  spurious,  in  place  of  un« 
adulterated  coffee,  upon  their  credulous  customers* 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  important  fact  of  the  capability 
of  cultivating  the  coffee  shrub  in  the  lowlands,  no  less  than 
the  sub- Alpine  regions  of  the  tropics,  for  the  harvest  of  its 
leaves,  may  lead  to  its  more  extended  planting,  both  in  our 
East  and  West  Indian  possessions,  since  not  only  would  an 
additional  value  be  ^iven  to  ground  little  suited  to  other  tillage, 
but  a  valuable  addition  n^ade  to  our  stale  crops  without  in- 
creasing the  amount  of  human  labor  in  their  production. 
When  the  dried  coffeQ  leaves  become,  like  those  of  the  tea 
of  China,  an  established  article  of  import  into  this  country, 
it  may  be  hoped  that  the  market  price  will  undergo  such  a 
reduction  as  to  render  adulteration  no  longer  profitable,  and  to 
induce  thousands  to  prefer  this  exhilarating  beverage  to  the 
vile  compound  of  sloe  and  rose  leaves  palmed  upon  pur« 
chasers  as  the  genuine  tea  of  China. — Pharmauutieal  Jour-- 
nal. 

Nervous  Asthma. — M.  Morpain,  a  French  physician,  has 
found  that  by  burning  brown  paper  soaked  in  a  solution  of 
saltpeter  in  the  room  of  an  astnmatic  patient,  the  latter  will 
obtain  instantaneous  relief.  M.  Came,  working  out  this 
fact,  has  had  the  following  poly-pharmaceutical  paper  pre- 

Eared  for  the  same  purpose :  Pasteboard  broken  down  with 
ot  water,  four  ounces;  nitrate  of  potash,  two  ounces; 
belladonna,  stramonium,  digitalis,  lobelia  inflata,  all  in  pow 
der,  each  twenty  grains ;  myrrh  and  olibanum,  of  each  two 
drachms  and  a  half.  Incorporate  all  of  these  with  the  paste, 
divide  the  mass  in  sheets  of  the  thickness  of  three  lines ;  dry 
and  divide  in  little  square  pieces.  Burn  them  in  little 
saucers  in  a  well  shut  up  room. 
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Rtsurrtetion  and  Disunion. — We  clip  the  fellowiiiv  wa^ 
Bible  remarks  from  the  Cincinnati  Daily  Commercial,  and 

S've  them  a  place  in  the  Lancet,  that  our  brethren  may  see 
at  there  are  some  vetospoper  editorg  who  would  not  barter 
true  science  for  a  "Jtfws  of  Pottage*^} 

<<  There  is  in  the  papers  a  report  of  a  riot  at  Syracuse,  N. 
T.,  which  hstd  its  origm  in  the  discovery  that  certain  medical 
students  had  beeneng<iged  in  dissecting  a  human  bodr,  which 
was  bro<.  ght  to  light  by  an  alarm  or  fire  in  the  building* 
There,  is  a  certain  portion  of  the  public  that  insists  upon  being 
Very  much  outraged  by  such  developments^  whenever  they 
occur,  and  mankind,  not  unfrequently,  appear  to  act  upon  tlie 
presumption  that  doctors  are  &n  oitler  of  ghouls  who  prey 
upon  the  bodies  of  the  dead,  and  medical  scholars  but  little 
better  than  hyenns^  with  an  especial  fondness  for  the  relics  of 
humanity.  •♦•♦••*♦  But  a  knowledge  of 
anatomy,  such  as  can  only  be  obtained  by  actual  inspectioa 
of  the  parts,  frame-work,  and  tissue  of  which  the  human  bodj^ 
is  composed,  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  medical  and  surgi* 
cat  practitioner,  and  it  must  be  sought  by  the  use  of  ineaaa 
that  are  not  only,  to  the  last  de^ee,  revolting  and  disagreeable, 
but  which  frequently  subject  him  to  severe  fines  ana  punish* 
mentsv  * 

In  our  own  State,  there  are  no  legal  means  by  which  a  **sQb» 
ject  *'  for  dissection  can  be  procured,  either  by  the  private  stn* 
dent  or  the  public  institutions ;  yet  one  dosen  or  more  of 
Medical  Colleges  require  them,  and  have  them,  and  can  not 
do  without  them.  How  are  thev  procured  ?  By  constant 
breaches  of  the  law,  which  the  public  wink  at,  until,  by  acci* 
dent,  the  circumstances  of  some  particular  case  are  made  known 
and  then  there  is  a  sensation,  giving  the  lawless  and  the  insu* 
bordinate  an  excuse  for  disturbing  the  peace  and  breeding  a 
riot,  under  the  pretense  of  sympatny  for  desecrated  hun.anity. 

The  people  of  certain  parts  of  this  city  have  learned  to  know 
the  crazy  rattle  of  the  vehicle^  which,  driven  by  '•resurrection 
men,"  brings,  at  dead  of  niffht,  the  bodies  of  defunct  vagruts 
from  the  Potters'  Field,  and  conveys  them  to  the  dissecting 
rooms  of  our  Medical  Seminaries.  There  is  neither  sense  nor 
reason,  nor  humanity,  in  this  outlawry  of  the  means  of  acquiring 
necessary  and  valuable  knowledge.  The  law  is  a  relic  of  bar« 
barism,  never  enforced,  except  tor  purposes  of  individual  op. 
presston,  and  tending  only  to  promote  riots  and  breeches  of 
the  peace.  How  much  hetter  it  would  be  by  proper  enact, 
ments  to  regulate  a  practice  which  no  legislation  can  suppress 


